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The incredible shrinking data center

Phishing scams likely, warns DHS

Some IT managers are saying 'smaller is better' when it comes to
data-center size.
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Computerworld - Tom Gonzales is planning to shrink his company's data
center footprint from 45 feet by 15 feet to a mere 12 feet by 12 feet -- and
he couldn't be happier. "We're using more space than we need," he says.
"We're going to return some of that to the company."
Gonzales, senior network administrator for Denver-based Credit Union of
Colorado, says smaller is better when it comes to data center size -- now
more than ever given the tight economy. "It's time to do more with less," he
says.
Other IT managers are repeating that mantra, helping their companies cope
with hard times by shrinking their data center's physical footprint to
become smaller and more compact. IT managers have gotten to these
more productive footprints by using virtualization, increasingly dense and
multifunction hardware, alternative energy sources and modular design
techniques. For their part, the savings accrue from lower energy bills,
reduced property costs and less costly site and technology maintenance.
At the credit union, for example, server virtualization helped lower data
center space requirements while making IT leaner and more efficient. "We
used to have 40 boxes, now we're down to just a couple and a lot of
virtualization. We have 12 racks right now, and we're going to consolidate
that down to just four," Gonzales says.
The steady consolidation of servers and related resources over the past few
years has left the credit union's old data center with plenty of excess room.
"We've been trying to talk them into giving us a foosball table or a pool
table in there because there's more than enough empty floor space," he
jokes.
Actually, the freed-up space will be put to good use by
the 80,000-member credit union. "We're in downtown
Denver in our own building, but real estate here is
expensive," Gonzales says. "We're trying to give some
of our space to departments that [provide] memberfacing services."
Yet data center size shouldn't be the sole focus of
cost-savings attempts, warns Steve Sams, vice
president of site and facilities services for IBM Global Technology Services
in Armonk, N.Y. "The physical footprint is not where the cost of the data
center is," he says. "The physical footprint typically represents, in traditional
data center builds, 7 to 10 percent of the cost."
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environments knows, getting the full value out of the...
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Center Operations
This white paper describes how the use of virtualization
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teams to integrate...
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Architecting Your Cloud
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solutions and services, discusses the relationships...
Accelerating Cloud Computing Adoption by Federal
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If space-conscious managers focus on systems and the accompanying
support infrastructure, a footprint reduction will be the logical outcome,
Sams says. About 60% of a data center's cost is from the power and
cooling infrastructure -- the air conditioning systems, the chillers, the
generators, the uninterruptible power supplies (UPS), the power distribution
units and so on, he says.
For the credit union, shrinking the data center cut out about 33 power ports
and two circuits, Gonzales says. However, he adds, the organization
doesn't have power measurement tools, so he can't specify power savings
in dollars.
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Markets Community Platform - Powered by VMware
Industry community clouds are being built to meet the
unique computing requirements of businesses in
vertical markets. VMware enables these vertical clouds
via...
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Options for Protecting against Web Threats
This independent paper from senior analyst Jon Collins at FreeForm Dynamics
considers how Web-based security threats are evolving, within the context of IT
trends including mobile, home computing and other forms of remote access that
could potentially increase the attack surface of the companies. It defines the
scale and types of threat, what to look for in a corporate web security solution
and compares the different types of technological approach available to
companies and the processes that need to be considered for effective protection.
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Security is not an option. This KnowledgeVault Series offers professional advice
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Guide to SMB Communications
To date, small businesses have been unable to cost justify an IP-based
communications system. This paper provides organizations with fewer than 250
employees a way to meet unique voice and data communications needs even
with a limited budget and small IT staff.
Read now.
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The first few hours of a
new Web attack show
that traditional defenses
lack adequate
protection. This 2011 Web security
report details how cybercriminals have
modified their tactics to successfully
use the Web as their attack vector and
highlights the need for a Web defense
layer to evaluate dynamic Web links
leading to Web threats.

Corporate Web
Security — Market
Quadrant 2011

Web 2.0 and associated
malware threats
continue to drive the
secure Web gateway
market. This Gartner Magic Quadrant
ranks the key vendors in this market
and highlights their product
differentiators. Read Gartner's opinion
on on-premise solutions vs. cloudbased services and discover the
vendors that are leading the charge to
keep the Web secure.

The corporate Web
security market has
many vendors offering
appliances, software, hosted services,
and hybrid solutions that help secure
and manage Web traffic. This Radicati
Market Quadrant evaluates key
features such as malware protection,
URL filtering, and data loss prevention
and ranks the market leaders
according to product functionality and
market share.
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