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ONE WORD
How many words have you spoken or heard or read or written today? Like
all priests I am a bit of a wordsmith. I have to be. It can feel like I spend my
whole life churning out words – sermons, articles, prayers, blog posts,
emails, facebook posts, tweets, face to face meetings … And when I’m not
writing or speaking, I am listening or reading. Words are very much the
tools of my trade. I don’t think I’m unusual in that. Words matter in every
job and every life. The ability to communicate is part of what makes us
human; but what is it we are communicating? What are we saying and
hearing? Our minds are abuzz with words the whole time; words to explain
ourselves, justify ourselves, stoke up our own self-righteousness, words to
soothe others, to express our longings and love, yet often we find
ourselves struggling to say what we really mean. The words we do speak
may be kind words, cruel words, words that change our own lives or the
lives of others, - “will you marry me?”, “you’re fired”, “I’m pregnant”.
Although we now have many different ways of communicating, the
“wordiness” of life is nothing new. People have always struggled to hear
and to say the things that really matter, yet found themselves swamped in
trivial words that just clutter up our mental landscapes, or, worse, grind us
down with their negativity.
It’s no accident, then, that the famous words which begin John’s Gospel
talk about Jesus as God’s Word. “In the beginning was the Word and the
Word was with God and the Word was God.” It’s a deliberate echo of the
words of the book of Genesis which begin the Bible. God’s creation starts,
says Genesis, with God saying “Let there be light” – his Word brings
light,and in its wake comes life in all its abundance – mountains and
oceans and whales and worms. Now, says John, God is restoring his
creation, which has been battered and bruised by sin, bringing new light
into that darkness in the person of Jesus.

WHAT’S ON AT
SEAL THIS ADVENT
AND CHRISTMAS?
(see inside for more details)

CAROLATHON
Sat Dec 10. 12.30-5pm
Sponsored carol sing in
church with Seal Choir and
Seal School PTA. Stalls,
refreshments, crafts. All are
welcome either to sing or to
support.
Donations/sponsorship can
be made online (see details
overleaf).
ADVENT BREATHING
SPACE
Thursdays 8/15/22 Dec 8pm
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE
Sunday 11 Dec
10am
CAROL SERVICE
Sunday 18 Dec 6.30 pm

John doesn’t have any nativity stories in his Gospel – no mangers or
CHRISTMAS EVE
shepherds or Magi - but he does have this. God spoke to us in Jesus, he
Crib Service 4 pm
says. Just as our words express ourselves, showing people what we are
Midnight Mass 11.30 pm
thinking and feeling, so God expressed himself in Jesus, showing us what
he is like, what he cares about, what matters to him. In him, God gave us
CHRISTMAS DAY
the Word that we most needed to hear. That Word was “Love”, “Hope”,
All Age Communion 10 am
“Joy”, “Peace”. He was a Word that made a difference, a Word of
forgiveness, a Word that opened up new possibilities, a Word that drew people together.
That’s why, this Advent, the Advent meditations you can find on the church blog, and in printed form at
the back of church, are entitled “One Word”. Each day there is one Advent word to think about or discuss
with others, with a Bible verse and some questions – details overleaf. Amidst the clamour and
“wordiness” of Advent, let’s hold some silence to let God get a word in edgeways – that Word which can
transform us utterly.
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Wedding:Stuart Barnes & Emily
Faulkner
Advent 2
Holy Communion
Open Space Compline
Holy Communion
Good Book Club in the vicarage
Advent Breathing Space Communion
Carolathon: sponsored sing
Advent 3
Holy Communion & Christingle Service
Evensong
Sevenoaks Pre-prep carols
No Holy Communion
Memorial Service: Beryl Fellows
Sevenoaks Prep carols
Advent Breathing Space Communion
Advent 4
All Age Worship
Carol Service
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Come along and join us
for our sponsored carol
singing raising funds for
Seal Church and Seal School PTA.
A four hour sponsored carol sing with the Seal
School Choir, Seal Church Choir, and others
joining them. Over 60 carols will be sung in the
four hours - nonstop!!
On the day there will be refreshments (including
mulled cider/wine and mince pies), crafts for
children, and other attractions for supporters and
visitors.
You can sponsor us at
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/sealcarolathon,

or collect sponsors by picking up a form from the
back of church.

Holy Communion
Seal School Carol service
Advent Breathing Space
Christmas Eve
Crib Service
Midnight Mass (Carols from 11 pm)
Christmas Day
All Age Communion
Crib trail around Sevenoaks Churches
No 10 am Holy Communion
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CAROLATHON
Dec 10 12.30-5pm

Christmas 1
Holy Communion
Open Space Compline

ADVENT “BREATHING SPACE”
Thursdays 8, 15, 22 December
Quiet, contemplative, services of
Holy Communion in the Lady
Chapel. These candlelit services will
have a short address, lots of silence,
and a little recorded music. A
chance to stop and re-focus amidst the busy
preparations for Christmas.

ADVENT DAILY REFLECTIONS

NO HOLY COMMUNION
Good Book Club in the vicarage
Epiphany Sunday
Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Baptism: Elora Palin
Epiphany 2
All Age Worship
Breathing Space Communion
Holy Communion
PCC
Epiphany 3
All Age Communion
Messy Church
Evensong (Said)
Holy Communion
Epiphany 4
Holy Communion
Evensong (Said)

If you would like some food for thought for Advent,
why not take a look at our daily Advent reflections,
called One Word.These can be found on the
church blog http://sealpeterandpaul.blogspot.co.uk
or in printed form in church. You can follow them
on Facebook and Twitter too – links on the front
page.
Each day there will be one word to focus on, and
some questions about that word to ponder or
discuss, as well as a bible verse.
There is also a colouring sheet to go with the
series - you can use it alongside the meditations,
or instead of them.

POSADA – THE TRAVELLING CRIB
Would you like to host the Holy Family for a night
this Advent? Posada – Spanish for “shelter” – is a
custom that originated in Mexico. Our "Posada"
consists of a travelling nativity set (very robust
painted wood - toddler proof!) which will go
from house to house during Advent. Anyone can
sign up to host it for a night (from about the second
week of Dec - it will be circulating in Seal School
before then). You can set it up with your family,
talk about the Christmas story, sing a carol
together, say a prayer, have a party - it is up to
you! There will be story books and other resources
with the Posada if you want to use them. Just sign
the list in church or let me know if you would like
to have the set for a night - you would just need to
be sure you could pass it on to the next host the
following day so it doesn't get lost or stuck
somewhere. There are still quite a few days
available in the second half of December.
Anne Le Bas.

CHURCH DECORATING
We’ll be decorating the Church Christmas tree on
the morning of Sat Dec 10th from 9 -10 am, and
decorating the rest of the Church for Christmas on
Sat Dec 17 from 9 am onwards. We are always
looking for more help with this, so if you’d like to
help please come along!
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
The PCC met on Thursday Nov 17. It was a very
full meeting in which we talked about finance (as
ever!) and about various ongoing maintenance
work (as ever!). We also discussed the
forthcoming refurbishment of the church hall
kitchen, which is due to start on Dec 16 – any help
welcome! We always include some items which
aren’t to do with buildings and money at the PCC,
otherwise we tend to forget what we are really
there for, however. This time we talked about how
we decided whether our church was doing the
things it was meant to be doing (our “success
criteria” if you like jargon). Was it the number of
people who came to services? the amount of
money we raised?... These are both things which
are easy to measure, but most people thought that
being the church we were meant to be had far
more to do with the quality of what we did; how
engaged we were with the local community, how
welcome and involved people felt, how we were
able to grow in faith and support one another.
What do you think? What does a “successful”
church look like to you?

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
We entrust into God’s keeping:
Maureen Couch

PRAYER FOCUS
In this section of the magazine you will find
suggestions for your prayers over the coming
month.
Please pray
…for the residents of : Seal Road, Sunnyside
Mews, The Green, Seal, The Sheilings,
Wildernesse Avenue, Wilmer Way, Woodland
Rise, Zambra Way, Zion Street
…for the recently bereaved; Friends and
relatives of Glenis Sparrow, Maureen Couch,
Beryl Fellows
…for those preparing for marriage
Stuart Barnes and Emily Faulkner
…for the work of the Sevenoaks Area Youth
Trust. This is a Christian Trust founded in 2001 to
employ, manage, train & support Christian Youth
Workers in the Sevenoaks area . It undertakes
Detached Youth Work [ie not in a centre or youth
club] in the streets and parks in local towns and
villages - wherever Young People are.
It provides a limited but regular presence in local
Schools. It encourages and supports other youth
workers in local churches who run youth clubs.
You can find SAYT on Greatness park every
Thursday evening with their minibus (and hot
chocolate!). You can find them in the House in the
Basement beneath the Stag Theatre on
Wednesday nights. They are also involved in
Knole Academy and Trinity school, among others.
They work with all young people
regardless of the race, religion or creed of any
person or persons in need. They are needs-led,
young person-focussed, non-judgemental and
never discriminate on the basis of gender,
sexuality, disability, faith or social background.

Some Weather Jokes
Q. Have you heard about the avalanche warning?
A. It says avalanches are snow place to be.
Q. Why did she break up with the meteorologist?
A. It was a stormy relationship from the start.
Q. What did you think about your date with the
snowman?
A. Chilly personality; really an absolute zero.

Christmas: The story of the Christingle

New Year

The word ‘Christingle’ actually means ‘Christ
Light’, and celebrates the light of Jesus coming
into the world. Stories of how the Christingle began
look back to the Moravian Church, which is found
in the Czech Republic. The Moravians have held
Christingle services for more than 200 years, and
according to them, this is how the first Christingle
might have been made:
Many years ago the children in a village were
asked to bring a Christmas gift to put beside the
crib in the church. One family was very poor, and
had no money for gifts, but the three children were
still determined to take something. The only nice
thing they had was an orange, so they decided to
give the Christ-child that.
But then they discovered the top was going green,
so the eldest cut it out, and put a candle in the
hole. To add some colour, one of the girls took a
red ribbon from her hair and tied it around the
middle of the orange. It was hard to make the
ribbon stay still, so they fastened it in place with
toothpicks. The toothpicks looked a bit bare, so the
youngest child added some raisins to them.
The children took their decorated orange lantern to
the church for the Christmas Mass. The other
children sneered at their meagre gift, but the priest
seized upon it with joy. He held it up as an
example of the true understanding of the meaning
of Christmas, for the following reasons: the orange
is round, like the world; the candle gives us light in
the dark, like the love of God; the red ribbon goes
round the ‘world’, as a symbol of Christ’s blood,
given for everyone; the four sticks point in all
directions, and symbolise that God is over all:
North, South, East and West; and the fruit and
nuts remind us of God’s blessings.
The Children’s Society first introduced the
Christingle Service to The Church of England in
1968, and it has since become a popular event in
the church calendar. This candlelit celebration is
an ideal way to share the key messages of the
Christian faith, while helping to raise vital funds to
help vulnerable children across the country. Visit:
www.childrenssociety.org.uk

(Psalm 139)
A new year!
We look back to the old,
to the leaving, gladly or sadly.
We look ahead to the unknown,
to days which might bring love, or loss.
In our own strength, with our own wisdom
this is a scary place.
But our God is already there ahead and behind.
He created us.
He knows all our days.
So we need not be afraid.
In Him we are secure
for this new year and forever.
He will be with us
if we trust,
lift up our eyes
and walk on.
And, with His help, we can.
By Daphne Kitching
Children’s Corner

