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Current and upcoming professional education seminars 
 

GC/CM Outreach 
 

In October, IMI continued our involvement with top 
GC/CM Walsh Construction.  We presented a training 
seminar to their project managers, project engineers, 
and superintendents on Cold Weather Masonry 
Construction.  The presentation was at their Chicago 
headquarters office, and it was broadcast live over the 
internet to their other offices.  Also, IMI and DCTC 
personnel visited Walsh’s new headquarters under 
construction in Chicago at their request, to weigh in on 
masonry quality issues with respect to the re-use of 
common brick on this anticipated LEED Platinum 
project. 

 

IMI promotes structural masonry at ACE Con ‘10 
 

IMI delivered a seminar on Tips for Optimizing 
Structural Masonry to a diverse group of architects and 
engineers coming from all over Chicagoland at the 
annual ACE Con architectural conference hosted by 
Pella Windows in West Chicago.  A few of the topics 
covered included self consilidating grout, loadbearing 
AAC, structural brick, and hybrid masonry.  The 
attendees asked many relevant questions, and seemed 
to be interested in using masonry structurally.  IMI has 
presented at this event for the past three years. 
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11th North American Masonry Conference 
 

October saw the final completion of IMI’s 12-page manuscript submitted to the 11th North American Masonry 
Conference, entitled:  RICHTON PARK  COMMUNITY CENTER:  A CASE STUDY IN LOADBEARING AAC.  After numerous reviews 
among IMI’s technical staff and all members of the design and construction teams, the manuscript is currently 
undergoing final review by The Masonry Society and is expected to be published in June 2011. 
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Project Involvement, October 
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PCC / Masonry Restoration 
 

IMI and Jeff Bloom from the Tuckpointers made a couple of job site visits with the architects and owners of 
two buildings in need of masonry restoration. We shared technical literature, tuckpointing contractor lists, and 
other resources.  These types of services position IMI and BAC as solid resources in the industry, and 
increase work opportunities for BAC members and contractors.  
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IMI co-hosts Tile Presentation 

IMI and the Ceramic Tile Contractors 
Association of Chicago co-hosted the 
annual architectural seminar this month 
in Arlington Heights, Illinois.  Over 60 
architects, general contractors, interior 
designers, and BAC Tile Marble Terrazzo 
officers and staff attended, in addition to 
the regular group of tile contractors and 
tile suppliers.  IMI gave the introduction 
and a brief presentation on TMT training, 
Trowel of Excellence certification, and 
mud floors.  Representatives from Mapei 
gave the technical seminar.  This event is 
always met with great reviews and 
comments by the architects and 
attendees who appreciate the valuable 
information delived by the best design 
and installation experts in the city. 
 

 

Retailer Sears Holdings sent 
several designers to IMI’s 
program on Surface Preparation 
for Ceramic Tile.  They were 
specifically interested in IMI’s 
Masonry Detailing Series, and 
requested follow-up.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October activities & programs 
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Upcoming Programs 

 


