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Peoria Main Public Library Addition 

 
Mike Zimmerman of M.R. Mason Contractors, a 
BAC signatory and board member of Central Illinois 
Mason Contractors Association (CIMCA) has the 
masonry on the Peoria Main Library Addition, a 
project designed by PSA-Dewberry in Peoria.  
Several months ago, Mike spent several thousand 
dollars to certify a few of his key men for air barrier 
installation at a 2-day class put on by ABAA in 
Chicago, at the W.R. Meadows facility.  The BAC 
Local 6 apprenticeship fund reimbursed him for this 
expense.  Mike recommended that IMI initiate an 
AB certification class that would be equal to 
ABAA’s; I told him that we do have journeyman 
upgrade training in AB, but not certification at this 
time. 
 
The certification is already paying off for M.R. 
Masonry, since the specs for Peoria Library 
Addition require ABAA-certified installers.  At this 
site visit, Mike showed me the sample area of 
installation, and gave me a copy of the inspection 
report by Tremco.  Mike says he is beginning to see 
a lot of projects that require ABAA certified air 
barrier installers.  In the past, he has subbed out air 
barrier work to Strike, Mid-Illinois, or Crylene 
Roofing.  On the Peoria job, Strike quoted a price of 
$11,000 for the air barrier (Mike was unsure about 
which union affiliation their installers had); but since 
M.R. Masonry became certified, they chose to self-
perform this work, costing them only about $5,000.  
They rolled the air barrier, Tremco Exo Air 220 at 
70 mils thick, to dry at 40 mils thick, per the spec.  
Coverage is about 150 s.f. per 5-gallon bucket.  
The sample area represents two buckets of 
material.     
 
This project has an interesting wall:  8” CMU; 40 mil 
air barrier; 6” steel studs w/ 2 layers of 3” rigid 
insulation between the studs; glass mat reinforced 
gyp. bd.; building wrap; full-height drainage board; 
metal lath; and thin stone adhered veneer.  M.R. 
Masonry is installing the CMU; then the drainage 
bd., lath, and stone.  R.G. Construction of Chicago 
(another BAC contractor) is installing the studs, 
insulation, glass mat reinforced gyp., and building 
wrap.  I would like to document this project as a 
case study for IMI, since it’s a great example of 
how a BAC contractor took the initiative to install air 
barrier and adhered veneer, two emerging markets 
for us.   

 

These photos taken on my July 12 site visit. BAC 
masons installed CMU & air barrier.  BAC plasterers 
will install drainage mat, lath, bond coat, and natural 
stone adhered veneer over studs & sheathing. 
 



University of Chicago, Logan Center for 
Creative and Performing Arts 
 
Dane Hagerty of Victor Oolitic Limestone and I 
visited the project to review the four stone mockups 
constructed by Illinois Masonry Corporation.  The 
architect, TWBTA (Tod Williams Billie Tsien 
Architects, LTD) is currently considering which type 
of stone to use on the project based on the 
mockups.  This stone was delivered June 8, and 
the mockups were built about a week later. The 
project will have 22,000 – 23,000 cubic feet of 
limestone.  Victor Oolitic supplied all this stone with 
the exception of the Earthworks Gold, and Tri-State 
Stone fabricated and cut the stone for the mockups.  
The stone is laid in type N morter, with a metal stud 
backup.  The stone unit sizes are 4” x 4” x 24-36”.  
Turner Construction is the G.C.  John Bachenski 
had several meetings with the New York-based 
architect re. this project. 
 
Three of the four mockups had limestone of various 
proportions of grey, buff, and varigated, and some 
old Gothic.  One mockup was all Earthworks Gold, 
a golden color with pores similar to travertine.  
EWG would be the quarrier and fabricator of this 
stone.   
 
In some of my other conversations with Dane, he 
said ILI is made up of 6 quarries and about 25-30 
fabricators (like Tri-State Cut Stone in Frankfort, 
IL).  Typically the stone goes from the quarry to the 
fabricator to the contractor.     
 
Indiana Limestone is preparing to work on a new 
edition of their handbook.  ILI consists of Jim 
Owens and two employees.  Chuck Jones / J.K, 
Engineering in Beford, IN is the engineer they use 
for their research and graphics.  Victor Oolitic has 
2,400 acres of quarries,of which only 185 acres 
have been tapped.  
   

 

IMI ILLINOIS MONTHLY UPDATE 
July 2010  p.2      

Limestone mockups at the University of 
Chicago, Logan Center for Creative and 
Performing Arts 
 



 
 

City of Chicago Department of 
Buildings 
 

 

Update:  In July, IMI submitted to the City 
of Chicago formalized proposed language 
for their updated Building Code.  Many 
thanks to Diane Throop. 
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Project Involvement, July 
 

 

Proposals submitted and accepted in July 
 

- 11th North American Masonry Conference 
abstract accepted 

- Proposal to present Masonry for 
Sustainability at Central Illinois Green Expo 
(as recommended by Dave Fleury, BAC 
Local 6) accepted 

- Proposal to present at Illinois AIA state 
conference submitted. 
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Masonry Detailing Series 
 

 

Began new MDS drawings for bond 
beams, high-lift, and low-lift grouting 
procedures; sent do Diane for review. 
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July activities & programs 
 

Current and upcoming professional education seminars 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMI ILLINOIS MONTHLY UPDATE 
July 2010  p.6      

Current and Upcoming       
Professional Education Seminars 

 

Upcoming Programs 
 


