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Professional Education Seminars 
 

August was a busy month for delivering educational 
seminars to architects and engineers on various 
masonry topics.  The IMI seminars are so popular 
that we’ve been invited back to give multiple 
seminars at many of these firms. For example, this 
month, I delivered the third of a 4-part series for the 
Chicago Transit Authority; and the fifth seminar for 
BLDD Architects of a tour that includes BLDD’s 
Chicago, Champaign, Bloomington, and Decatur 
offices.  This month I also did repeat seminars at 
the McDonald’s Corporation and PSA Dewberry 
Architects.  Topics presented in August include 
Sustainability, Moisture Control, Quality Control, 
and AAC.  The feedback of the architects is 
consistently positive.   

 

Current and upcoming professional education seminars 
 



IMI Details published in Wiley book 
 

John Wiley & Sons, publisher of “Architectural 
Graphic Standards” recently published a new book 
entitled “The Architect’s Guide to Preventing Water 
Infiltration.”  Author Hiram Pajo, AIA recognized the 
quality of IMI’s Masonry Detailing Series, and made 
arrangements with IMI to publish many of our 
stucco details in this book, with the proper credits to 
IMI, of course.  This is one example of how IMI is 
looked at as an expert in the masonry industry for 
the allied crafts as well as the bricklaying trades. 
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BAC Contractor Wins Air Barrier Decision 
 

With the help of IMI, BAC contractor Illinois 
Masonry Corp won a decision at the Chicago 
Building Trades wherein the arbitrator ruled that air 
barrier installation on the Ogden Relacement 
School should fall under the jurisdiction of the 
bricklayers’ work, not the Roofers and 
Waterproofers, who challeged the work 
assignment.  IMI testified at the hearing, presenting 
IMI’s history of training and support of air barrier 
installation.  This ruling will open the doors for BAC 
installation of air barrier in Chicago on future 
projects.   
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Project Involvement, August 
 

 

University of Chicago Performing Arts Center 
 

The Performing Arts Center is designed by TWBTA 
(Tod Williams Billie Tsien Architects, LTD) out of 
New York City, a firm that John Bachenski has also 
called on re. this project.  There will be 22,000 – 
23,000 cubic feet of stone laid in type N morter with 
a metal stud backup.  The stone unit sizes are 4” x 
4” x 24-36”.  The architect of record is Holabird and 
Root (Greg Grunloh) out of Chicago, a firm with a 
close working relationship to IMI.  Holabird and 
Root architects have attended Masonry Camp, 
been to our training center, and have partnered 
with IMI on many masonry projects throughout the 
years.  The masonry on the Performing Arts 
Center, including air barrier (pending contract) will 
be installed by Illinois Masonry Corporation, a BAC 
contractor. 
 

 

Water Saver industrial office building 
 

IMI reviewed plans and details for this re-cladding 
of an existing masonry building, with SKJN 
Architekten.  BAC Contractor Midwest Masonry has 
the work.  We are making an effort to get the air 
barrier placed in the masonry package 
 

 

University of Chicago Performing Arts Center 
 

 

Water Saver office building 
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IMI Internal Education 
 

I presented an in-progress case study to IMI marketing and technical staff on the new 
loadbearing AAC project, Richton Park Community Center.  Diane has several review 
comments that I will need to work into the 11NAMC paper, but I feel like we’re off to a 
good start in documenting and promoting this historic project. 
 

 

Xella meetings 
 

I spent some time with national representatives of Xella, providers of the AAC at Richton Park 
Community Center.  We met with Globetrotters Engineering, the designer of Richton Park.  We 
toured the IMI training center, where Xella expressed an interest in doing some sponsored architect 
seminars in the future.  We also discussed them sponsoring and providing AAC material for hands-
on demonstrations at the annual AIA Chicago Young Architects plastering event. I arranged for IMI 
and Xella to meet with the City of Chicago Department of Buildings to discuss the use of structural 
AAC in Chicago.   
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August activities & programs 
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Upcoming Programs 
 


