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Competition Panels 
of the Florence Baptistery 
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Ghiberti, Sacrifice of Isaac, 1401 
Brunelleschi, Sacrifice of Isaac, 1401 
Ghiberti, The Gates of Paradise, 1425 
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Ghiberti, Sacrifice of Isaac 

• Designed for the second set of Florence Cathedral Baptistery 
• Competition used the same number of figures, same scene and 

quotation from the Bible 
• Gothic, Sienese in design: curve to the body of Abraham, fluttering of 

Abraham’s drapery behind arm 
• Idealized forms (vs. Brunelleschi’s expressiveness) 
• Polished effect 
• Decorative lines 
• No particular focus 
• Classical figure of Isaac inspired by Roman art 
• Abraham’s face taken from Roman model of Jupiter 
• Graceful poses 
• Made in two pieces, thus less expensive 

 
 
Brunelleschi, Sacrifice of Isaac 



• Commission given to Ghiberti after the success of the second set of 
doors 

• Doors use a more neutral and modern rectangular shape instead of 
more Gothic quatrefoil 

• Expansive and harmonious use of space 
• Elegant bodies 
• Creation of a precise spatial depth 
• One dense group of forms 
• Composition divided into two main tiers: upper and lower 
• Weighty figures 
• Great variety of poses 
• More dramatic, tense, sense of urgency 
• Youthful Isaac 
• Figures overlap boundaries of quatrefoil pattern 
• Figures inspired by Roman models 
• Made in eight pieces, much heavier than Ghiberti’s 
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