SECTION: THE HYBRGSPHERE AND
BIOSPHERE
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ing due to ash and other small parti-
cles entering the atmosphere that may
reduce sunlight reaching the surface.
Earth, for the most part, has received
all of the matter it is ever going to
receive. Fortunately, input of solar
energy allows life processes to contin-
uously recycle needed materials, such
as food and water.

Some possible aspects would include
the favorable surface temperature sup-
ported by solar energy and greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere, presence of
liguid water, and an oxygen-rich
atmosphere.

The ocean is able to absorb incident
solar energy, then slowly release it in
the form of heat. Land cannot absorb
nearly as much heat, and land releases
heat quickly. So the ocean keeps
global temperatures from varying as
much as they would vary if the entire
planet surface were land.

Because the ozone layer absorbs ultra-
violet radiation, its disappearance
would have serious consequences for
many organisms. Life forms that are
best able to withstand damaging ultra-
violet rays would remain if the ozone
layer did not exist.
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