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- 8. The passage is referring to mutualism,

¢

. the process by which two species

16.

interact in response to each other, for
the benefit of both. The importance of.
lichens can be inferred by their wide -
environmental distribution and the
role they play in the formation of soils,
as well as a source of food for animals
higher in the food chain,

If lichens disappeared, the lack of a

- fundamental producer in the ecosys-

n,

tems of the world would generate a
serious Imbalance in the environment.
Soil production would be affected, and
plants would lack essential minerals
that come from the breakdown o
rocks. . o

Tt is more difficult to capture public
attention with pictures of algae, fungi,
and microscopic fragments of rock
than it is with pictures of cute, fuzzy

- creatures. The media tend to focus on

such images, fueling misperceptions
about where the greatest threats to
biodiversity lie. |

AGREE OR DISAGREE
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Accept any thoughtful answer. Sample
answers: Disagree; endangered species
are already at the brink of extinction
and if further compromised would
almost certainly become extinct.
Agree; human needs always take

_priority. We can preserve these species
. through captive-breeding programs at

Z008 or In germ-plasm banks.

Accept any thoughtful answer. Sample
answers: Agree; money given to
poorer countrieg for the protection of '
potentially valuable species would

= benefit every country. The United

States was right in agreeing to the
treaty. Disagree; the treaty should not
have placed restrictions on economic
and trade agreements and should have

- given priority to commerce over

- . impact-on biodiversity. The United

- B4,

States should not have signed the
{reaty. ; '
Agcept any reasonable response,
Sample answer: Disagree; some
species may need more than 10 per-
cent of an area for their species to sur-
vive. Also, it is possible that saving
ordy 10 percent of a biodiversity .
hotspot may not be enough if the sur-
rounding areas become overstressed
from such factors as drought or pest
overpopulation. '

REFINING COMNCEPTS
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The gray wolf is important because, as
& predator, it helps to maintain balance
in this ecosystem, keeping the popula-
tion of large and small mammalian her-
bivores in check. Therefore, preserving
the gray wolf helps preserve the entire
ecosystem. B

It is' possible to study the gray wolfin
its habitat to document its diet. One

~ could also review past records kept by
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ranchers. Ultimately, though, there is
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