House Committee on Human Services
1. Study the ten year anticipated growth, the geographic distribution, and the projected
economic impact of aging Texans. Review state services and programs available to
seniors, including independent living services, and determine the capacity and
effectiveness of the programs. Determine if Texas is prepared for the increased
demands of aging Texans.
2. Investigate the operation and regulation, including a review of standards, monitoring,
and enforcement, of boarding homes in municipalities and unincorporated areas of
counties. Identify communities that have adopted local standards, and review
procedures for investigating and closing unlicensed facilities that are providing services
which require state licensure. (Joint charge with the House Committee on Urban Affairs)
3. Examine the Department of Family and Protective Services’ policies and procedures,
including prevention measures and resources, dedicated to eliminating child abuse and
fatalities within the foster care system; explore ideas and strategies to increase the
number of foster families and improve the delivery of services to children with high
needs; review adoption policies, including disruptions, and make recommendations for
possible improvements. Also, monitor and assess the continuation of foster care
redesign.
4. Review the Health and Human Services Commission’s Medicaid managed care
organizations policies and procedures including a review of quality initiatives. Study
contract management and assess the Vendor Drug Program drug formularies and
current function. Identify the savings achieved by moving Medicaid into managed care.
Determine what mechanisms or policies could be modified or strengthened to
encourage increased participation or retention of health care providers in the Medicaid
managed care system.
5. Study and evaluate the practice of youth being recruited into human trafficking.
Specifically, evaluate the scope of the pipeline of potential victims from foster care,
including methods and means used to lure youth into trafficking. Evaluate the types of
services that are available to support children and youth in the conservatorship of DFPS
who are victims of human trafficking. Make necessary recommendations to assist DFPS
in identifying, recovering, serving, or caring for children and youth who are victims of
human trafficking prior to placement in foster care. (Joint charge with the House
Committee on Juvenile Justice & Family Issues)
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6. Conduct legislative oversight and monitoring of the agencies and programs under the
committee’s jurisdiction and the implementation of relevant legislation passed by the
84th Legislature. In conducting this oversight, the committee should:
a. consider any reforms to state agencies to make them more responsive to Texas
taxpayers and citizens;
b. identify issues regarding the agency or its governance that may be appropriate
to investigate, improve, remedy, or eliminate;
c. determine whether an agency is operating in a transparent and efficient manner;
and
d. identify opportunities to streamline programs and services while maintaining the
mission of the agency and its programs.
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