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Quotes for Reflection 
 
 
 

The goal of prayer is the ear of God, a goal that can only be reached by patient and continued and continuous waiting 
upon Him, pouring out our heart to Him and permitting Him to speak to us. Only by so doing can we expect to know 
Him, and as we come to know Him better we shall spend more time in His presence and find that presence a constant 
and ever-increasing delight. —E. M. Bounds 
 
God wants us to pray, and He wants to hear our prayers—not because we are worthy, but because He is merciful. 

 —Martin Luther 
 
 
 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—1 Timothy 2:5-6 
 

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
Himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 
 

Sung Response—The Lord Is King, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Josiah Conder, 1824; Music: ROCKBRIDGE, Lucius Chapin,  
from The Harmonia Sacra, 1812, alt. 2010. 

 
Call to Worship—Psalm 33:1-4, 20, 22 
 

Pastor:   Shout for joy in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the upright. 
 
All:  Give thanks to the Lord with the lyre; make melody to Him with the harp of ten 

strings! 
 
Reader 1:  Sing to Him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 
 
Reader 2:  For the word of the Lord is upright, and all His work is done in faithfulness. 
 
All:    Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield. 
 
Pastor:   Let Your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in You. 
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Congregational Hymn—A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 

 
 

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 46, Martin Luther, 1529, Tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1853;  
Music: EIN’FESTE BURG, Martin Luther, 1529. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 

The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts.  
 
Congregational Hymn—Christ Jesus Lay In Death’s Strong Bands 
 

 
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1524, tr. Richard Massie 1858;  
Music: CHRIST LAG IN TODESBANDEN, Medieval melody, arr. Johann Walther, 1524. 

 
 
Scripture Reading—Hebrews 4:14-16 
 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need. 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Congregational Hymn—Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Thy Word 
 

 
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1541, tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1863; 
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, Joseph Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543. 

 
Reading of the Word—Psalm 5:1-12 
 

Give ear to my words, O Lord; 
     consider my groaning. 
2 Give attention to the sound of my cry, 
     my King and my God, 
     for to You do I pray. 
3 O Lord, in the morning You hear my voice; 
     in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch. 
 
4 For You are not a God who delights in wickedness; 
     evil may not dwell with You. 
5 The boastful shall not stand before Your eyes; 
     You hate all evildoers. 
6 You destroy those who speak lies; 
     the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. 
 
7 But I, through the abundance of Your steadfast love, 
     will enter Your house. 
I will bow down toward Your holy temple 
     in the fear of You. 
8 Lead me, O Lord, in Your righteousness 
     because of my enemies; 
     make Your way straight before me. 
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9 For there is no truth in their mouth; 
     their inmost self is destruction; 
their throat is an open grave; 
     they flatter with their tongue. 
10 Make them bear their guilt, O God; 
     let them fall by their own counsels; 
because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out, 
     for they have rebelled against You. 
 
11 But let all who take refuge in You rejoice; 
     let them ever sing for joy, 
and spread Your protection over them, 
     that those who love Your name may exult in You. 
12 For You bless the righteous, O Lord; 
     You cover him with favor as with a shield. 

 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Sung Response—From Heaven On High, Vs. 3 
 

 
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1535, tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1855;  
Music: VON HIMMEL HOCH, Attributed to Martin Luther, Geistiche Lieder, 1539. 

 
 
Sermon— A Prayer To A God Who Hears 

—Associate Pastor, Brian Phillips 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND 
RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 25:6-7, 11, 18 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, for they have 
been from of old. 

 
All:  Remember not the sins of our youth or our transgressions; according to Your steadfast love 

remember us, for the sake of Your goodness, O Lord! 
 
Pastor:  For Your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon our guilt, for it is great. 
 
All:   Consider our affliction and our trouble, and forgive all our sins. 

 
Assurance of Pardon—Hebrews 10:19-22; from Colossians 2:6-7 
 

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and 
living way that He opened for us through the curtain, that is through His flesh, and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God. 
 
All:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Therefore, in the same way you received Christ Jesus as Lord, so continue to walk in Him. 
 
All:   So then, we are rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith. 
 
Pastor:  Therefore, let us abound in thanksgiving. 

 
Sung Response—Come Ye Sinners, Poor And Needy, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Joseph Hart, 1759; Music: RESTORATION (ARISE), William Walker, The Southern Harmony, 1835. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 

As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 
 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 
We believe in God: 
 

The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 

The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 
Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, 

Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, 
and we join our voices with the angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven 
in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8; Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine 
or grape juice. 

 

Congregational Psalm—O Lord My God, Prove And Defend My Cause (Psalm 43) 
 

 
 

Text & Music: Nathan George, 2015.  
 
Congregational Psalm—Do You Decree, O Earthly Gods (Psalm 58) 
 

 
 

Text: The Psalter with Music, 1900, Alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2021; 
Music: GALLAWAY, Henry C. Haffner, 2021. 
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Text: The Psalter with Music, 1900, Alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2021.
Music: GALLAWAY, Henry C. Haffner, 2021.
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our lives and callings. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Congregational Psalm—Hear My Words, O Lord (Psalm 5) 
 

 
 

Text; Psalm 5:1-12, The Psalter, 1912. Music: ABERYSTWYTH, Joseph Parry, 1876. 
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Hear My Words, O Lord—Psalm 5

Text: Psalm 5:1-12, The Psalter, 1912; Music: ABERYSTWYTH, Joseph Parry, 1879.
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Jude 1:24-25 
 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of 
His glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Unto Christ Who Loved Us 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 ©1936 Oxford University Press; Text: Revelation 1:5-6;  
Music: UNTO HIM WHO LOVED US, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1936. 

 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

& # # 44 œ œ œ œ œ œ
Un-to Christ, who loved us

Œ œ œ œ œ
and washed us

œ œ ˙ œ
from our sins in

œ œ ˙
His own blood,

& # # œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
And has made us kings and priests

œ œ ˙ œ œ
un - to God and His

œ œ
Fa - ther:

& # # œ œ œ œ
Un-to Him be

œ œ Œ œ œ
glo-ry and do-

œ œ Œ œ
min-ion for -

œ œ œ œ œ
ev-er and ev-er.

œ œ œ œ ˙
A -

w
men.

Unto Christ Who Loved Us
Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1936
Oxford University PressRev 1:5-6
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Worship Notes: 
 

This Sunday marks the annual observance of Reformation Sunday, when we remember with thanksgiving God’s hand 
of providence in the 16th century Protestant Reformation. Martin Luther, the German monk who launched the 
Reformation by posting 95 theses on the door of the castle church in Wittenberg, had a prolific engagement with music 
and poetry. Hymnals which included either tunes or texts by Luther appeared as early as 1524, and he worked closely 
with Johann Walter (the composer of CHRIST LAG IN TODESBANDEN) to prepare music for a German language 
worship service. Luther famously wrote both the music and text of A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (a paraphrase of Psalm 
46), but he also provided the poetry for Christ Jesus Lay In Death’s Strong Bands and Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Thy 
Word and adapted a previously existing folk song for use with his Christmas hymn, From Heaven On High. We’ll sing 
all these in the first half of our service this morning. The Reformers believed that music and singing were vital practices 
of Christian celebration. As Luther himself wrote in the preface to a hymnal, “God cheered our hearts and minds 
through His dear Son, whom He gave for us to redeem us from sin, death, and the devil. He who believes this earnestly 
cannot be quiet about it. But he must gladly and willingly sing.” —Henry C. Haffner & Emma Marsh 

 
Key Words:   God, King, Lord, Hear, Love, Lead, Refuge, Protection, Shield, Wicked, Evil, Enemies 
Keystone Verse:  But I, through the abundance of Your steadfast love, will enter Your house. I will bow down 

toward Your holy temple in the fear of You. Lead me, O Lord, in Your righteousness because of 
my enemies; make Your way straight before me. (Psalm 5:7-8) 
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All Biblical quotes taken from the English Standard Version unless otherwise noted. 


