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Quotes for Reflection 
 
 

If you believe what you like in the Gospel, and reject what you don’t like, it is not the Gospel you believe, but yourself.  
—Augustine of Hippo 

 
Will the circle be unbroken, by and by, Lord, by and by.  

—Ada Habershon and A.P. Carter 
 
 
 

 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
 

Gospel Invitation—Galatians 5:25 
 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 
 
 
Sung Response—Holy God, We Praise Your Name, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: based on Te Deum, 4th century, attr. Ignace Franz, 1774;   
Music: GROSSER GOTT, WIR LOBEN DICH, Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774. 
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Call to Worship—from 1 Chronicles 16:8-9, 29-31, 34 
 

Pastor:   Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon His name. 
 

All:    Make known His deeds among the peoples! 
 

Reader 1:  Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; tell of all His wondrous works! 
 

Reader 2:  Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth; yes, the world is 
established; it shall never be moved. 

 

All:    Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice. 
 

Pastor:   Let them say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!” 
 

All:    Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
 

Pastor:   His steadfast love endures forever! 
 
Congregational Hymn—Come, Thou Almighty King 
 

 
 

Text: Anonymous, 1757; Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1769. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 

The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. God 
particularly entreats us in His Word to sing psalms. And while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a 
specific exhortation for us to make use of the Psalter as the church’s songbook. 
 

Congregational Psalm—The Wicked Man Fears Not The Lord (Psalm 36) 
 

 
 

Text: based on Psalm 36, Elizabeth Dowdell, 2018; Music: FLAT CREEK, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
 
Scripture Reading—John 14:15-21 
 

If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 
Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees Him nor knows Him. You know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you 
as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. 
Because I live, you also will live. In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I 
in you. Whoever has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me. And he who loves Me 
will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him. 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Congregational Hymn—Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
 

 
 

Text: William Williams, 1745; Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1907. 
 

 
Baptism of Thomas Gregory, son of Ryan and Trinity Gregory 
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Reading of the Word—1 John 5:1-12 
 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father 
loves whoever has been born of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and obey His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And 
His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. 
And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world 
except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and 
the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that 
testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 9 If we receive the testimony of men, 
the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that He has borne concerning His Son. 
10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has 
made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning His Son. 11 

And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 Whoever has the Son 
has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Sung Response—Rock Of Ages, Cleft For Me, Vs.1 
 

 
 

Text: Augustus Toplady, 1776; Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1830. 

 
Sermon—May the Circle Be Unbroken 

 —Pastor, George Grant 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Confession of Sin—based on Jeremiah 2:11-13; 3:12; 4:2 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. Your love is everlasting, but our love is fickle. Though there is no shadow 
or turning with You, though You change not, we are ever-changing, ever-wavering. We 
acknowledge that all too often our love is misplaced, and we have practically made gods out of those 
things which are not gods at all.   

 

All:   We have exchanged our glory for that which does not profit. 
 

Pastor:  Even as we confess, we are made desolate, for we have committed two evils: we have forsaken the 
Lord, the fountain of living waters.  And instead, we have hewed out cisterns for ourselves. 

 

All:   Ours are broken cisterns; they can hold no water. 
 

Assurance of Pardon—Titus 2:11-14; Acts 1:8 
 

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession who are zealous for 
good works. 

 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God.  
 

 All:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Pastor:  For Christ Himself confirmed: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be My witnesses.” 

 

 All:   “In Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
 

Sung Response—Jesus, Lover Of My Soul, Vs. 4 
 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1740; Music: MARTYN, Simeon B. Marsh, 1834. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 
 

Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
 Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
 On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sursum Corda 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father 

 Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices 
with the angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9; Music: CLOVERCROFT SANCTUS, Henry C. Haffner, 2019.  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine 
or grape juice. 

  

Congregational Hymn—Not What My Hands Have Done 
	

	
 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1861; Music: LEOMINSTER, George W. Martin, 1862. 
 
Congregational Hymn—Nothing But The Blood 
 

 
 

Text: Robert Lowry, 1876; Music: PLAINFIELD, Robert Lowry, 1876. 
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Not What My Hands Have Done

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1861; Tune: LEOMINSTER, George Walter Martin,  1862.
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & 
OFFERINGS 

Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our 
lives and callings. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

 

Congregational Hymn—There Is No Greater Portrait 
	

	
 

CCLI #2844402 ©2005 ReformedPraise.org  
Text and Music: Eric Schumacher & David L. Ward, 2005. 
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There is No Greater Portrait
Words and Music: Eric Schumacher and David L. Ward

(c) 2005 ReformedPraise.org
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction— Isaiah 60:1 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. Amen. 
 
Sung Response—Gloria Patri 
	

	
	

Text: Lesser Doxology, 2nd century; 
Music: Nathan George, 2015, harm. Henry C. Haffner, 2015. 
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Text: Lesser Doxology, 2nd Century; Music: Nathan George, 2015, Harm. Henry C. Haffner, 2015.
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Worship Notes: 
 

There are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood and these three agree. —1 John 5:7-8 
 

Today’s sermon text contains this striking poetic passage about “the Spirit and the water and the blood”—one that has 
caused no shortage of debates throughout church history. Are these “witnesses” to Christ’s incarnation? Is John 
referencing Jesus’ birth and death, the beginning and end of His earthly ministry, or the elements that left His body at 
the crucifixion? Perhaps the Trinity is in view, or all of these and more? You’ll find all three images (water, blood, spirit) 
in the hymns we sing throughout the service. The Wicked Man Fears Not The Lord (Psalm 36), Guide Me O Thou Great 
Jehovah, and Jesus, Lover Of My Soul all reference water in some way: the “river of delight” found in God’s presence, 
and the “crystal fountain” and “healing streams” of His loving care. Not What My Hands Have Done and Nothing But 
The Blood speak of Jesus’ blood (“no other blood will do”), fitting for communion hymns. The sung response in the 
center of the service, Rock Of Ages, Cleft For Me, mentions “the water and the blood from Thy wounded side,” while 
There Is No Greater Portrait concludes the service with a prayer for the Holy Spirit to “cause [us] to love You to the 
end.” —Henry C. Haffner 
 
Key Words:    Believes, Born, Loves, Obey, Overcomes, Water, Blood, Spirit 
Keystone Verse: Everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 

overcome the world—our faith. (1 John 5:4) 
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