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Quotes for Reflection 
 

 
Infinite, and an infant. Eternal, and yet born of a woman. Almighty, and yet hanging on a woman’s breast. 
Supporting a universe, and yet needing to be carried in a mother’s arms. King of angels, and yet the reputed son of 
Joseph. Heir of all things, and yet the carpenter’s despised son. —C.H. Spurgeon 
 
Maker of the sun, He is made under the sun. In the Father He remains, from His mother He goes forth. Creator of 
heaven and earth, He was born on earth under heaven.  Unspeakably wise, He is wisely speechless. Filling the world, 
He lies in a manger. Ruler of the stars, He nurses at His mother’s bosom.  He is both great in the nature of God, and 
small in the form of a servant. —Augustine of Hippo 
 
The exciting quality of Christmas rests on an ancient and admitted paradox. It rests upon the great paradox that the 
power and center of the whole universe may be found in some seemingly small matter that the stars in their courses 
may move like a moving wheel round the neglected outhouse of an inn. —G.K. Chesterton 

 
 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
 
Gospel Invitation—based on Isaiah 35:10 
 

Good news. Glad tidings. Great joy. For the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 
 

 
Introit—God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text and Music: 18th century English Carol. 
 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
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Call to Worship—from Psalm 103:19-22 
 

Pastor:   The Lord has established His throne in the heavens. 
 
All:    His kingdom rules over all. 
 
Reader 1:  Bless the Lord, O you His angels, you mighty ones who do His Word, obeying the voice of His 

Word! 
 
Reader 2:  Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ministers, who do His will!  Bless the Lord in all His works. 
 
All:    Bless the Lord in all places of His dominion. 
 
Pastor:   Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

 
Hymn of Praise—Angels We Have Heard On High 
 
 

	
 

Text and Music: Traditional French Carol. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. 

 
Hymn of Praise—See, Amid The Winter’s Snow 
 

 
 

Text: Edward Caswall, 1851; Music: HUMILITY, John Goss, 1870. 
 
Scripture Reading—Psalm 103:1-6 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all His benefits. He forgives all our iniquity. He heals all our diseases. He redeems our 
lives. He crowns us with steadfast love and mercy. He satisfies us with good so that our strength is 
renewed like the eagle’s. The Lord works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. The Lord 
has established His throne in the heavens. And His kingdom rules over all. 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of Praise—Angels From The Realms Of Glory 
 

 
 

Text: James Montgomery, 1816, 1825; Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry Smart, 1867. 
 
 
Reading of the Word—Matthew 2:13-15 
 

13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy Him.” 14 And he rose and took the Child and His mother by 
night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the 
Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” 

 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Sung Response—God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen, Vs. 2 
 

 
 

Text and Music: 18th century English Carol. 
 
Sermon—The Paradox of Christmas 
 

 —Pastor, George Grant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work 
of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—based on Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. We confess that we were people who walked in darkness.   
 
All:   But now we have seen a great light.   
 
Pastor:  We who lived in a land of deep darkness—on us light has shined.   
 
All:  Despite our sins, You have multiplied our blessings, You have increased our joy and so we rejoice 

before You. 
 
Pastor:  We rejoice as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing treasure.  
 
All:  For the yoke of our burden, and the bar across our shoulders, the rod of our oppressor, You have 

broken. 
 
Pastor:  There is endless peace at Your throne of mercy.  

 
(Silent prayers of confession) 
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Sung Response—Lord, Have Mercy 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: CLOVERCROFT KYRIE, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
 
Assurance of Pardon—from Psalm 103:8-13, 17; Revelation 15:3-4 
 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He does not deal with us according 
to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His 
steadfast love toward those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove our transgressions 
from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear Him. 

 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God. 
 
All:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Great and marvelous are Your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are Your ways, King of the Ages. 
 
All:   Who will not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 
 
Pastor:  For You alone are holy. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Amen 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: DRESDEN, Johann Naumann, 18th Century. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sursum Corda 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father 

Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, and we join our 
voices with the angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal 
praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Luke 2:14; Music: CLOVERCROFT GLORIA, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 
 
Hymn of Contemplation—Creator Of The Stars Of Night 
 

 
 

Text: Medieval Latin Hymn, translated by J.M. Neale, 1852; Music: CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM, 9th century plainsong. 
 

Hymn of Reflection—Silent Night! Holy Night! 
 

 
 

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1818; Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1818. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our 
lives and callings. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Hymn of Celebration—Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1739; Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1840. 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the 
marriage supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction— based on Psalm 103:18 
 

The steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting, and His righteousness to our children's 
children. Go forth therefore—covered by His perfect provision. Blessed Christmas. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen, Vs. 3 
 

 
 

Text and Music: 18th century English Carol. 
 
Announcements 
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God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen, Vs. 3
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Worship Notes:  
 

“Fear not, then,” said the angel, “let nothing you affright; 
This day is born a Savior of a pure virgin bright, 

To save all those who trust in Him from Satan’s power and might.” 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 
The hymn that frames our service this morning, God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen, is one of the most beloved Christmas 
carols in the English-speaking world. Though the earliest published version is from the mid-1700s, variants and 
fragments can be found at least two centuries earlier. It is the carol referred to in the title of Charles Dickens’ novella 
A Christmas Carol, though in the story Dickens misquotes it as “God bless you, merry gentlemen.” The poetry refers 
to the appearance of the heavenly hosts to the shepherds in Luke 2, but I thought that the angel’s words of 
reassurance were equally appropriate to pair with this week’s sermon text from Matthew. As Joseph is warned in a 
dream to take his family and flee to Egypt ahead of Herod’s murderous soldiers, a reminder that God’s Son was born 
“to save us all from Satan’s power” would surely be tidings of comfort and joy. —Henry C. Haffner 

 
Key Words:         Angel, Dream, Flee, Egypt, Herod, Spoken, Prophet  
Keystone Verse:   This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet. (Matthew 2:15) 
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