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Quotes for Reflection 
 

We must look at the law with gospel spectacles. —Francis Roberts 
 

O how desirable is a Savior to a troubled soul! How welcome is a surgeon to a man who is bleeding from his wounds!  
—Thomas Watson 

 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 

Gospel Invitation—Romans 4:5 
 

And to the one who does not work but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as 
righteousness. 

 

Sung Response—What Wondrous Love Is This, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: American Folk Hymn; Music: WONDROUS LOVE, William Walker, The Southern Harmony, 1835. 
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Call to Worship—Psalm 98:1-3 
 

Pastor:   Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! 
 
All:    His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 
 
Reader 1:  The Lord has made known His salvation. 
 
Reader 2:  He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 
All:   He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
 
Pastor:   All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

 
Congregational Hymn—Let Us Love And Sing And Wonder 
 

 
 

Text: John Newton, 1774; Music: ALL SAINTS OLD, Darmstadt Gesangbuch, 1698. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. God 
particularly entreats us in His Word to sing psalms. And while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a 
specific exhortation for us to make use of the Psalter as the church’s songbook. 

 

Congregational Psalm—Lord, Hear My Voice (Psalm 61) 
 

 
 

Text: Psalm 61:1-8, The Psalter with Music, 1900, alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2022; 
Music: TRAVELLER, Henry C. Haffner, 2022. 

 
Scripture Reading—Matthew 22:34-40 
 

When the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. And one of them, a 
lawyer, asked Him a question to test Him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And He 
said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Congregational Hymn—Fountain Of Never Ceasing Grace 
 

 
 

Text: Augustus Toplady, 1774; Music: KINGSFOLD, Old English Folk Song,  
harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906. 

 
Reading of the Word—Romans 8:1-4 
 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of 
life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, 
He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in 
us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
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Sung Response—Not What My Hands Have Done, Vs. 2 
 

 
 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1861; Tune: LEOMINSTER, George Walter Martin, 1862. 
 
Sermon—The Law of the Spirit of Christ 

—Assistant Pastor, James Crampton 
 
 
 
 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son 
of God. 

 

Confession of Sin—based on Isaiah 55:8; Exodus 20:1-17 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. We acknowledge that our thoughts are not Your thoughts, neither are our ways 
   Your ways. You spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
   Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  
 

All:   “You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself a carved image. You shall 
   not take the name of the Lord your God in vain. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” 
 

Pastor:  Your law pierces our heart. Lord, have mercy. 
 

All:   “Honor your father and your mother. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You 
   shall not steal. “ 
 
Pastor:  Your law pierces our heart and drives us to Christ. Lord, have mercy. 
 

All:   “You shall not bear false witness. You shall not covet.” 
 

Pastor:  Your law pierces our heart and drives us to Christ. Lord, have mercy upon us, for we are foolish, poor, and 
   rebellious sinners in need of Your grace, Your favor, and Your love.  

 
(Silent Prayers of Confession) 
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Sung Response—Lamb Of God 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on John 1:29; Music: CLOVERCROFT AGNUS DEI, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
 
Assurance of Pardon—Galatians 3:13-14; Mark 12:30 
 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us – for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is 
hanged on a tree” – so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive 
the promised Spirit through faith. 
 

Pastor:  This is the promise of God. This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
All:  Therefore, let us love the Lord our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind 

and with all our strength.  
 
Sung Response—Twofold Amen 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: DRESDEN, Johann Naumann, 18th Century. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God: the Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sursum Corda 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father Almighty, 

Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices with the 
angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Luke 2:14; Music: CLOVERCROFT GLORIA, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 
  

Congregational Hymn—Rock Of Ages, Cleft For Me 
 

 
 

Text: Augustus Toplady, 1776; Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1830. 
 

Congregational Hymn—Before The Throne Of God Above 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship; Text: Charitie Bancroft, 1863; Music: Vikki Cook, 1997. 
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Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

Text: Augustus Toplady, 1776; Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1830.
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & 
OFFERINGS 

Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our 
lives and callings. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

 

Congregational Hymn—Not All The Blood Of Beasts 
 

 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1709, Alt. 1961; Music: SOUTHWELL, William Damon, 1579. 
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Isaac Watts, 1709. SOUTHWELL
William Damon, 1579
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Numbers 6:24-26 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Christ Be With Me 
 

 
 

Text: attr. St. Patrick, 5th Century, tr. C. F. Alexander, 1889; Music: CLONMACNOISE, Traditional Irish Melody,  
arr. Richard Terry, The Westminster Hymnal, 1912. 

 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

& œ œ
Christ be

˙ ˙ œ œ
with me, Christ with-

˙ ˙ œ œ
in me, Christ be-
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˙ ˙ œ œ
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˙ ˙ œ œ
qui - et, Christ in

˙ ˙
dan-ger,

& œ œ
Christ in

˙ ˙ œ œ
hearts of all that

˙ ˙ œ œ
love me, Christ in

˙ ˙ œ œ
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˙ ˙
stran-ger.

St. Patrick's Breastplate
Atomriug indui niurt tren
St. Patrick, 372-466
Tr. by Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-95

ST. PATRICK
CLONMACNOISE

Traditional Irish Hymn Melody
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Worship Notes: 
 

While we have been on a journey through the Ten Commandments since January, our companion for the last five 
weeks of this series has been Lord, Hear My Voice, a new setting of Psalm 61. This Davidic psalm was possibly written 
while the king was fleeing from his son Absalom’s rebellion (see 2 Samuel 15-19). Like the Israelites wandering in the 
Sinai desert, David felt lost in the wilderness (he calls “from earth’s remotest bound,” Psalm 61:2) and was acutely 
aware of his own inadequacy. Just as the Israelites needed a mediator to even speak to God (Exodus 20:19), David 
recognizes his need for something greater than himself to rectify his situation, a “rock higher than I” (Psalm 61:2-3). 
Aren’t we in the same position? When faced with the totality of God’s Law, we know that we fall woefully short. We 
break every commandment daily. So let’s make David’s prayer our own. We cry for the Lord to “lead us to the rock”—
the rock of Christ Jesus. Jesus is the tower of our defense. Because of Christ, we can know with confidence that the Lord 
hears us (Psalm 61:5), and we can end our journey through the law by offering daily praises to His name (Psalm 61:8).  

—Henry C. Haffner 
 

Key Words:    Condemnation, Law, Jesus, Spirit, Sin, Righteousness  
Keystone Verse:    There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1) 
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