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Quotes for Reflection 
 

There is no broader way to apostasy than to reject God’s sovereignty in all things concerning the revelation of Himself 
and our obedience. —John Owen 
 
The mature Christian has been finely shaped by the Holy Spirit and has been “filled out” in a character which showed 
the fruit of the Spirit. Mature Christians possess the qualities which only Jesus Christ can produce, because He alone 
has exhibited them perfectly. This is maturity. —Sinclair Ferguson 

 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—Colossians 1:13-14 
 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 
Sung Response—Come, Thou Almighty King, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Anonymous, 1757; Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1769. 
 

Call to Worship—Psalm 66:1-4, 8-10 
 

Pastor:   Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious praise! 
 

All:    All the earth worships You and sings praises to You; they sing praises to Your name. 
 

&

?

b

b

43

43

œœ œœ œœ
Come, Thou Al -

œœ œœ œœ

œœ œœ œœ
might - y

œœ œœ œœ

˙̇ Œ
King,

˙̇ Œ

œœ œœ œœ
help us Thy

œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œœ œœ
name to

œ

œ̇ œ œœ

˙̇ Œ
sing,˙̇ Œ

&

?

b

b

œ œ œ
Help us to

œ œ œ
œ œ œœ œ œ

˙ Œ
praise!

˙

˙ Œ˙

œœ œœ œœ
Fa - ther allœœ œœ œœ

..œœ jœœ œœ
glo - ri-ous,..œœ Jœœ œœ

œœ œœ œœ
o’er all vic -œœ œœ œœ

..œœ jœœ œœ
to - ri-ous,..œœ Jœœ œœ

&

?

b

b

œ œ œ
Come and reign

œ œ œ

œ œ œœ œ œ

..œœ
jœœ œœ

o - ver us,

..œœ Jœœ œœ

œœ œœ œœ
An-cient ofœœ œœ œœ

..˙̇
Days!

.

.˙̇

Come, Thou Almighty King, Vs. 1



3 

 
Reader 1:  How awesome are Your deeds! So great is Your power that Your enemies come cringing to You. 
 

Reader 2:  For You, O God, have tested us; You have tried us as silver is tried. 
 

All:  Come and see what God has done: He is awesome in His deeds toward the children of 
man. 

 

Pastor:  Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of His praise be heard, who has kept our soul among the 
living and has not let our feet slip. 

 
Congregational Hymn—Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing 
 

 
 

Text: Robert Robinson, 1758; Music: NETTLETON, Asahel Nettleton, 1825. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 

The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. God 
particularly entreats us in His Word to sing psalms. And while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a 
specific exhortation for us to make use of the Psalter as the church’s songbook. 
 

Congregational Psalm—I Will Lift My Voice (Psalm 101) 
 

 
 

Text and Music: Nathan George, 2014. 
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Music and Text based on Psalm 101 © Nathan Clark George 2014
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Scripture Reading—Philippians 3:7-17 
 

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  Indeed, I count everything as loss because 
of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For His sake I have suffered the loss of all things 
and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  and be found in Him, not having a righteousness 
of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 
God that depends on faith—that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and may share His 
sufferings, becoming like Him in His death,  that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from 
the dead.  Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me His own.  Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one 
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal 
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if 
in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. Only let us hold true to what we have 
attained.  Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you 
have in us. 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Congregational Hymn—May The Mind Of Christ, My Savior 
 

 
 

Text: Kate B. Wilkinson, 1925; Music: ST. LEONARDS, A. Cyril Barham-Gould, 1925. 
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Reading of the Word—Hebrews 6:1-12 
 

Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a 
foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 and of instruction about 
washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And this we will 
do if God permits. 4 For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have 
tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of the word of 
God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, 
since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding Him up to 
contempt. 7 For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to those for 
whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. 8 But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless 
and near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned.  

9 Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that 
belong to salvation.10 For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown 
for His name in serving the saints, as you still do. 11 And we desire each one of you to show the same 
earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you may not be sluggish, 
but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Sung Response—If Thou But Suffer God To Guide Thee, Vs. 3 
 

 
 

Text: Georg Neumark, 1641, tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1863; Music: NEUMARK, Georg Neumark, 1657. 

 
Sermon—Press on to Maturity in Christ 

—Associate Pastor, Brian Phillips 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 130:1-4, 7-8 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. Out of the depths we cry to You, O Lord! Let Your ears be attentive to the voice 
of our pleas for mercy! 

 
All:   If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, who could stand?  
 

Pastor:  But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared. 
 
All:   For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with Him is plentiful redemption. 
 

Pastor:  O Israel, hope in the Lord! 
 
All:   For He will redeem Israel from all our iniquities. 

 
Assurance of Pardon—Titus 3:4-7; Titus 2:11-14 
 

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of works done by us 
in righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom 
He poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His grace we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. 
 

Pastor:  This is the promise of God. 
 

All:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Pastor: For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age. 

 

All:  And so we await our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

 
Sung Response—Fret Not Yourself (Psalm 37), Vs. 3 
 

 
 

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 37, Elizabeth Dowdell, 2020;  
Music: GRAYMERE, Henry C. Haffner and Elizabeth Dowdell, 2020. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God: 
 

The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 

The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Sursum Corda 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, 

Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, 
and we join our voices with the angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven 
in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8;  
Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 
 

Congregational Psalm—The Wicked Man Fears Not The Lord (Psalm 36) 
 

 
 

Text: based on Psalm 36, Elizabeth Dowdell, 2018; Music: FLAT CREEK, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
 

Congregational Hymn—O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 Text: George Matheson, 1882; Music: Christopher Miner, 1997. 
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O Love That Will Not Let Me Go

Text: George Matheson, 1882; Music: Christopher Miner, 1997.
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our lives and callings. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Congregational Hymn—He Leadeth Me 
 

 
 

Text: Joseph H. Gilmore, 1862; Music: HE LEADETH ME, William Bradbury, 1864. 
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He Leadeth Me

Text: Joseph H. Gilmore, 1862. Music: HE LEADETH ME , William B. Bradbury, 1864.

Refrain
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Jude 1:24-25 
 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of 
His glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Gloria Patri 
 

 
 

Text: Lesser Doxology, 2nd century; 
Music: Nathan George, 2015, harm. Henry C. Haffner, 2015. 
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Text: Lesser Doxology, 2nd Century; Music: Nathan George, 2015, Harm. Henry C. Haffner, 2015.
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Worship Notes: 
 

Faced with a stern warning against apostasy in the sermon text from Hebrews 6, the elements in this morning’s service 
were chosen to highlight our own natural tendency to “fall away” (Hebrews 6:6) and God’s promise to grant us 
perseverance. In our opening hymn, we confess that we are “prone to wander” even from the love of our gracious God 
(Come Thou Fount Of Every Blessing). Passages from the Psalms remind us that the Lord has not let our foot slip (Psalm 
66) and that He promises to keep our pathway straight (Fret Not Yourself—Psalm 37). We’ll ask Him to equip us to 
run the race set before us (May The Mind Of Christ My Savior) and to keep us from falling to pride (The Wicked Man 
Fears Not The Lord—Psalm 36), and we’ll encourage one another to “keep His ways unswerving” (If Thou But Suffer 
God To Guide Thee) and to press on toward the goal (I Will Lift My Voice—Psalm 101). The benediction from Jude 
sends us out with hope, describing our Lord as “Him who is able to keep you from stumbling”—a glorious promise 
and one we all surely need. —Henry C. Haffner 

 
Key Words:   Maturity, Leave, Elementary, Fall Away, Permit, Taste, Assurance, Hope, Promise, Inherit 
Keystone verse:  Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a 

foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, and of instruction about 
washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.  
(Hebrews 6:1-2) 
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