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Quote for Reflection 
 

 
Time after time mankind is driven against the rocks of the horrid reality of a fallen creation. —Hilaire Belloc 

 
 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—based on John 10:10 
 

Good news. Glad tidings. Great joy. Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

 
Introit—The First Noel, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional English Carol; Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, Traditional English Carol,  
W. Sandy’s Christmas Carols, 1833. 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
 
Call to Worship—based on Micah 5:2-5 
 

Pastor:   Rejoice, O you people, and be glad. 
 
All:    For the Lord has spoken and His promises are sure. 
 
Reader 1:  O Bethlehem, you are too little even to be among the clans of Judah, but from out of you 

shall come forth one who is to be ruler in Israel. 
 
Reader 2:  His coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. He shall stand and shepherd His flock in 

the majesty of the name of the Lord His God. 
 
All:    We shall dwell secure, for now He shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
 
Pastor:   And He shall be our peace. 

 
 
Hymn of Praise—On Christmas Night All Christians Sing 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional English Carol; Music: SUSSEX CAROL, Traditional English Carol, Arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1912. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 

The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. 
 
Hymn of Praise—All My Heart This Night Rejoices 
 

 
 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1653, Tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1858, Alt. 2018;  
Music: WARUM SOLLT’ ICH MICH DENN GRAMEN, Johann Ebeling, 1666. 

 
 
Scripture Reading—Deuteronomy 30:11, 14-15, 19-20  
 

This commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it far off. But the word 
is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it. See, I have set before you 
today life and good, death and evil. I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore, 
choose life, that you and your offspring may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying His voice and 
holding fast to Him, for He is your life and length of days. 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of Praise—As With Gladness Men of Old 
 

 
 

Text: William C. Dix, 1860, Music: DIX, Konrad Kocher, 1838. 
 
Reading of the Word—Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came 
to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw His star when it rose and have 
come to worship Him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and 
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They 
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people 
Israel.’” 7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found 
Him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship Him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. 
And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw 
the child with Mary His mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered 
him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to 
their own country by another way. 

 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Sung Response—The First Noel, Vs. 3 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional English Carol; Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, Traditional English Carol,  
W. Sandy’s Christmas Carols, 1833. 

 
Sermon—Why He Comes 
 

 —Pastor, George Grant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work 
of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—based on Romans 3:13-18; Jeremiah 8:3; Proverbs 8:36; Psalm 145:8 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing.  We confess that our throats are open graves.  Whether we realize it or not, we 
have chosen the way of death. 

 
All:  There is none righteous, not even one; there is none who understands, there is none who seeks for 

God; all have turned aside, together we have become useless; there is none who does good, there is 
not even one. 

 
Pastor:  All those who hate God, love death. 
 
All:  Our feet are swift to shed blood, destruction and misery are in our paths, and the path of peace 

have they not known. There is no fear of God before our eyes. 
 
Pastor:  But the Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 
(Silent prayers of confession) 

& # # 43 œ œ
And

.œ jœ œ œ
by the

˙ œ œ
light of

œ œ œ
that same

˙ œ œ
star the

œ œ œ
Wise Men

œ œ œ
came from

œ œ œ
coun try

˙
far;-

& # # œ œ
To

.œ jœ œ œ
seek for a

˙ œ œ
King was

œ œ œ
their in

˙ œ œ
tent, and to

œ œ œ
fol low the

œ œ œ
star wher

œ œ œ
ev er it

˙
went.- - - -

& # # œ œ
No

.œ jœ œ œ
el, No

˙ œ œ
el, No

˙ œ
el, No

.˙
el,

œ œ œ
Born is the

œ œ œ
King of

œ œ œ
Is ra

˙
el.- - - - - -

The First Noel, Vs. 3



7 

 
Sung Response—Lord, Have Mercy 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: CLOVERCROFT KYRIE, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
 
Assurance of Pardon—from Psalm 145:9-12; Revelation 15:3-4 
 

The Lord is good to all, and His mercy is over all that He has made. All Your works shall give thanks to You, O Lord, 
and all Your saints shall bless You! We shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom and tell of Your power, to make 
known to our children and our children’s children Your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of Your Kingdom.  
For Your Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom and Your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God. 
 
All:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Great and marvelous are Your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are Your ways, King of the Ages. 
 
All:   Who will not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 
 
Pastor:  For You alone are holy. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Amen 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: DRESDEN, Johann Naumann, 18th Century. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sursum Corda 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father 

Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, and we join our 
voices with the angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal 
praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Luke 2:14; Music: CLOVERCROFT GLORIA, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 
 
Hymn of Contemplation—Lovely Child, Holy Child 
 

 
 

Text: Folk Carol, adapted by David N. Johnson, 1968; Music: BETHLEHEM, Folk Carol, Arr. Henry C. Haffner, 2018. 
 

Hymn of Praise—O Little Town Of Bethlehem 
 

 
 

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1868; Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1868. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our 
lives and callings. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn of Praise—What Child Is This 
 

	
 

Text: William Chatterton Dix, 1865;  
Music: GREENSLEEVES, 16th Century English Carol. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



11 

 
GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the 
marriage supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—based on 2 Timothy 1:9-10 
 

He has saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of His own purpose 
and grace, which He gave us in Christ Jesus. And He abolished death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel. May the Lord grant you grace and mercy to know this Gospel of Life. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—The First Noel, Vs. 6 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional English Carol; Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, Traditional English Carol,  
W. Sandy’s Christmas Carols, 1833. 
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Worship Notes:  
 

Come, then, banish all your sadness, one and all, great and small; come with songs of gladness 
Love Him who with love is glowing, hail the star, from afar, light with joy bestowing. 

—Paul Gerhardt 
 

In this morning’s sermon text from Matthew 2, we find the story of the “wise men from the east” and the star they 
observed which hailed the birth of a king. These picturesque images have found their way into many of the hymns we 
sing during this season (and many a slightly historically inaccurate nativity scene), such as the beloved The First Noel. 
Written in six stanzas (three of which we’ll sing at different points in this morning’s service), this English carol invites 
us to relate in song the night of Jesus’ birth, the arrival of the wise men from the east, and our own corporate response 
to the incarnation. As With Gladness Men Of Old directly compares our own position to that of the wise men: “As 
they offered gifts most rare … so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King.” Likewise, the Appalachian folk carol Lovely Child, Holy Child has us taking the 
Wise Men as an example: “Infant King, fairest King, gifts we’ll bring and anthems sing.” The final hymn of the 
morning, What Child Is This, makes a further application: though receiving gold and incense, Christ was guarded by 
shepherds and born in a stable. The babe in Mary’s lap would bear the cross for both peasants and kings—indeed, He 
would die, “for me, for you.” —Henry C. Haffner 

 
Key Words:         Wise Men, King, Worship, Prophet, Search, Star, Gifts, Dream 
Keystone Verse:   And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least  

among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will  
shepherd my people Israel. (Matthew 2:6) 
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