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Quotes for Reflection 
 
 

The sympathy of Christ is His power, and a perfection and strength of love in Him, surely, as the word "able" 
importeth; that is, sympathy makes Him thus able and powerful to take our miseries into His heart, though glorified, 
and so to be affected with them, as if He suffered with us. —Thomas Goodwin 
 
O Scipio, it is worthy of you, as a man renowned for virtue, to spare a brave and honorable race and to extend to us 
terms dictated by humanity, which we will be able to bear... We appear pitiable even to our enemies. —Appian 

 
 

 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—Romans 5:8 
 

God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
Sung Response—Come, Thou Almighty King, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Anonymous, 1757; Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1769. 
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Call to Worship—Psalm 68:4-6, 19-20 
 

Pastor:   Sing to God, sing praises to His name; His name is the Lord; exult before Him! 
 
All:    Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in His holy habitation. 
 
Reader 1: God settles the solitary in a home; He leads out the prisoners to prosperity. 
 
Reader 2:  But the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 
 
All:    Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears us up; God is our salvation. 
 
Pastor:   Our God is a God of salvation, and to God, the Lord, belong deliverances from death. 

 
 
Congregational Psalm—O Lord Most High (Psalm 9) 
 

 
 

Text: from Psalm 9:1-2, 7-11, 18-19, The Psalter, 1912;  
Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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 4 

GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. God 
particularly entreats us in His Word to sing psalms. And while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a 
specific exhortation for us to make use of the Psalter as the church’s songbook. 
 

Congregational Psalm—The Lord Ever Hear You (Psalm 20) 
 

 
 

Text: Edward Collier, Lyrics from the Psalter, 1907, alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2021;  
Music: STAR POINTER, Henry C. Haffner, 2021. 
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Scripture Reading—Matthew 26:36-41 
 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and He said to His disciples, “Sit here, while I go 
over there and pray.” And taking with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, He began to be sorrowful and 
troubled. Then He said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with Me.” 
And going a little farther He fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” And He came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping. And He said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray that you may 
not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Congregational Hymn—Fountain Of Never Ceasing Grace 
 

 
 

Text: Augustus Toplady, 1774; Music: KINGSFOLD, Old English Folk Song,  
harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906. 
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Text: Augustus Toplady, 1774; Music: KINGSFOLD, Old English Folk Song, Adapted GDW 2007
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Reading of the Word—Hebrews 5:1-14 
 

For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer 
gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with 
weakness. 3 Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the 
people. 4 And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 

5 So also Christ did not exalt Himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by Him who said to Him, 
“You are My Son, today I have begotten You”; 6 as He says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, 
after the order of Melchizedek.” 7 In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 
loud cries and tears, to Him who was able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His reverence. 
8 Although He was a son, He learned obedience through what He suffered. 9 And being made perfect, He 
became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 10 being designated by God a high priest after the 
order of Melchizedek. 

11 About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 12 For 
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the 
oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, 13 for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of 
righteousness, since he is a child. 14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of 
discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil. 

 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Sung Response—Speak, O Lord, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 ©2005 Thankyou Music; Text and Music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, 2005. 

 
Sermon—The Suffering Son is our High Priest 

—Pastor, James Campton 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND 
RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Confession of Sin—based on James 1:21-25 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. You have commanded us to put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and 
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save our souls. 

 
All:   But we have not been doers of the word, but hearers only, deceiving ourselves. 
 

Pastor:  As hearers of the word and not doers, we are like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For 
he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 

 
All:  The one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who 

forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 
 
Assurance of Pardon—Galatians 2:16; Titus 2:11-14 
 

We know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed 
in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no 
one will be justified. 
 

Pastor:  This is the promise of God. 
 

All:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Pastor: For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age. 

 

All:  And so we await our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

 
Sung Response—Come Ye Disconsolate, Vs. 1  
 

 
 

Text: Thomas More, 1816; Music: Gregory Wilbur, 2007. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God: 
 

The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 

The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Sursum Corda 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, 

Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, 
and we join our voices with the angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven 
in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8; Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 
 

Congregational Hymn—Stricken, Smitten, And Afflicted 
 

 
 

Text: Thomas Kelly, 1804; Music: O MEIN JESU, ICH MUSS STERBEN, Geistliche Volkslieder, 1850. 
 

Congregational Hymn—There Is No Greater Portrait 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 ©2005 ReformedPraise.org Text and Music: Eric Schumacher & David L. Ward, 2005. 
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There is No Greater Portrait
Words and Music: Eric Schumacher and David L. Ward

(c) 2005 ReformedPraise.org
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our lives and callings. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Congregational Hymn—Jesus Paid It All 
 

 
 

Text: Elvina M. Hall, 1865; Music: ALL TO CHRIST, John T. Grape, 1865. 
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Refrain

Text: Elvina N. Hall, 1865; Music: ALL TO CHRIST, John T. Grape, 1868.
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Numbers 6:24-26 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you;  
The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;  

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
 Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Gloria Patri 
 

 
 

Text: Lesser Doxology, 2nd century; 
Music: Nathan George, 2015, harm. Henry C. Haffner, 2015. 
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Text: Lesser Doxology, 2nd Century; Music: Nathan George, 2015, Harm. Henry C. Haffner, 2015.
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Worship Notes: 
 

Hebrews chapter 5 highlights our own great weakness (even the high priest in ancient Israel was “beset with weakness” 
and had to make sacrifices for his sin) and Jesus’ willingness to suffer for our sins. These two themes—our weakness, 
and His suffering on our behalf—can be found throughout the service. We open with a declaration that the Lord bears 
up the fatherless, the widow, the solitary, and the prisoner (Psalm 68). We respond by crying out for the Lord to 
“defend the weak” (O Lord Most High—Psalm 9) and to send help that would sustain us despite our weakness (The 
Lord Ever Hear You—Psalm 20). The Scripture reading presents a portrait of Jesus suffering in prayer while His 
disciples display their own frailty (Matthew 26), and hymns throughout the service confront us with the reality of Jesus 
being “slaughtered for our sin” (Fountain Of Never Ceasing Grace) and ask us to “look on the sufferings our Savior 
chose to bear” (There Is No Greater Portrait). In the closing hymn of the morning, Jesus Paid It All, these dual themes 
come together. In it, we describe ourselves as “child[ren] of weakness,” covered in “crimson stain[s],” and yet we also 
rejoice that Calvary’s Lamb has “washed us white as snow” by shedding His own blood. —Henry C. Haffner 

 
Key words:   High Priest, Weakness, Called, Son, Obedience, Suffering, Mature 
Keystone verse:  Although He was a son, He learned obedience through what He suffered. And being made 

perfect, He became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him. (Hebrews 5:8-9) 
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