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Quotes for Reflection 
 

You’ve heard of prayer warriors. What about giving warriors? God has entrusted us with so much. Perhaps He is raising 
up a great army of givers, and He’s calling us to enlist. —Randy Alcorn 
 
The glorious Gospel paradox is that we are exhorted to work hard knowing that the hard work is already done. Though 
no longer under the economy of do-this-and-live, we are under the economy of live-and-do. —Thomas Chalmers 

 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—Philippians 2:13 
 

It is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 
 
Introit—A Hymn Of Glory Let Us Sing, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: The Venerable Bede, 8th C. Tr. Benjamin Webb, 1854; 
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistichle Kirchengesänge, Cologne, 1623. 
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Call to Worship—from Deuteronomy 10:14-15, 17-21 
 

Pastor:   To the Lord God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens. 
 
All:    His is all the earth and all that is in it. 
 
Reader 1:  For our God is the King of kings and the Lord of lords.  He is the great, the mighty, and the 
    awesome God. 
 
Reader 2:  This great God has set His love upon us—on us and on our households. 
 
Pastor:   He is our praise. He is our God, who has done great and mighty things. 
 
All:    Let us therefore fear the Lord our God.  
 
Pastor:  Let us serve Him and hold fast to Him. 

 
Hymn of Praise—O Christ, Our Hope 
 

 
 

Text: Latin Hymn, 8th C. Tr. John Chandler, 1837; 
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1560. 
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O Christ, Our Hope

Text: Latin Hymn, 8th. century, Tr. John Chandler, 1837; Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1560.
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 

The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. God 
particularly entreats us in His Word to sing psalms. And while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a 
specific exhortation for us to make use of the Psalter as the church’s songbook. 

 
Psalm of Praise—All Nations Clap Your Hands (Psalm 47) 
 

 
 

Text: The Psalter of the United Presbyterian Church, 1887, Alt. Henry C. Haffner & Elizabeth Dowdell, 2018; 
Music: THIRD AVENUE, Henry C. Haffner & Elizabeth Dowdell, 2018. 

 
Scripture Reading—Philippians 2:12-16 
 

Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to 
work for His good pleasure. Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless 
and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may 
be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 
 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Text: The Psalter of the United Presbyterian Church 1887, Alt. Henry C. Haffner & Elizabeth Dowdell, 2018;
Music: THIRD AVENUE, Henry C. Haffner & Elizabeth Dowdell, 2018

All Nations Clap Your Hands—Psalm 47



5 

 
 
Hymn of Praise—May The Mind Of Christ, My Savior 
 

 
 

Text: Kate B. Wilkinson, 1925; Music: ST. LEONARDS, A. Cyril Barham-Gould, 1925. 
 
 
Reading of the Word—2 Corinthians 9:1-5 
 

Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry for the saints, 2 for I know your 
readiness, of which I boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been ready since 
last year. And your zeal has stirred up most of them. 3 But I am sending the brothers so that our boasting 
about you may not prove empty in this matter, so that you may be ready, as I said you would 
be. 4 Otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find that you are not ready, we would be 
humiliated—to say nothing of you—for being so confident. 5 So I thought it necessary to urge the 
brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for the gift you have promised, so that it may be 
ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction. 
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
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May the Mind of Christ My Savior

Kate B. Wilkinson, 1925
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Sung Response—Speak, O Lord, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 ©2005 Thankyou Music;  
Text and Music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, 2005. 

 
Sermon—Superfluous Necessity 

—Pastor, George Grant 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—based on Romans 7:14-25 
  

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. We know that the Law is spiritual, but we have lived according to the flesh, as 
those sold under sin. 

 
All:  For we do not do what we want, but we do the very things we hate.  
 
Pastor:  We know that nothing good dwells in us, that is, in our flesh.  
 
All:  For we have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out.   
 
Pastor:  Though we delight in the Law of God in our inner beings, we see in our members another law waging war 

against the law of our minds. 
 
All:  Thus, we become captives to the law of sin that dwells in us. 
 
Pastor:  Wretched man that I am! Wretched men and women that we all are! Who will deliver us from these bodies 

of sin and death? 
 
All:  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! He, and He alone, can deliver us. 
 

Assurance of Pardon—from Isaiah 63:7-9; John 3:16-17 
 

I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, according to all that He has granted us, and the 
great promises that He has granted according to His compassion, according to the abundance of His steadfast love. For 
He has said, “Surely they are My people, My covenant children.” And He has become their Savior. In all their affliction 
He was afflicted, in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; He lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God. This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
All:  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life.  
 
Pastor:  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 

saved through Him. 
 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Sung Response—Jesus Paid It All, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Elvina M. Hall, 1865; Music: John T. Grape, 1865. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 
 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
 Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
 On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father 

 Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices 
with the angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 ©2009 Greyfriars Press.Text: Is 6:3, Rev 4:8, Mt 21:9; Music: FRANKLIN SANCTUS, Gregory Wilbur, 2009.   
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

 
This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine 
or grape juice. 

 
Psalm of Praise—My Soul Waits In Expectation (Psalm 62) 

 
 

Text: from Psalm 62, Alt. Nathan George, 2011; Music: Nathan George, 2011. 
 
Hymn of Praise—O Church, Arise 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 © 2005 Thankyou Music; Text and Music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend, 2005. 
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My Soul Waits—Psalm 62

Text and Music: Nathan C. George, 2011.
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our 
lives and callings. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise—Lead On, O King Eternal 

 

 
 

Text: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1888; Music: LANCASHIRE, Henry Smart, 1836. 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—1 Corinthians 15:58 
 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—A Hymn Of Glory Let Us Sing, Vs. 7 

 

 
 

Text: The Venerable Bede, 8th C. Tr. Benjamin Webb, 1854; 
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistichle Kirchengesänge, Cologne, 1623. 
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Worship Notes: 
 

Today, we observe Ascension Sunday, perhaps the most neglected of the “five evangelical feasts” which are celebrated 
in most Christian traditions (along with Christmas, Easter, Good Friday, and Pentecost). This day marks the 
commemoration of the events of Acts 1:6-11 when Jesus completed His earthly ministry by ascending into Heaven and 
sitting down at the right hand of the Father. I’d like to draw your attention to two Ascension hymns we’ll be singing 
this morning, A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing and O Christ, Our Hope. The former, which will open and close the service 
this morning, was originally a Latin text by the English monastic the Venerable Bede and will be sung to the familiar 
LASST UNS ERFREUEN tune. O Christ, Our Hope (also a medieval Latin text set to a German tune, in this case 
LOBT GOTT IHR CHRISTEN) is often associated with the Easter season. While the second verse speaks eloquently 
of Jesus’ “cruel death” on the cross to set His people free, the following verses echo Bede’s phrase, calling Him 
“ascended Lord.” Lines like these should remind us that our Lord not only died for our sins and rose from the dead, 
but that He also ascended into Heaven. Even now, He intercedes for us from His Father’s throne “in glorious robes 
arrayed.” —Henry C. Haffner 
 
Key Words:    Boast, Zeal, Arrange, Willing, Gift, Exaction 
Keystone Verse:   I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for the 
       gift you have promised. (2 Corinthians 9:5) 
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