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Quotes for Reflection 
 

When the Redeemer has come to Zion, gathered penitents are appointed a covenant mediator to share the Lord’s 
Spirit with them. It is not just that they are bathed in light but that they are irradiated, inwardly charged with new, 
outshining life… The Lord’s glory, that is, the Lord in all the glory of His person and majesty, will appear and will 
then magnetize the nations out of darkness into your light. —Alec Motyer 
 
In Christ are hidden all the parts of salvation and of a happy life. —John Calvin 

 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—Isaiah 52:9-10 
 

Good news. Glad tidings. Great joy. “Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for 
the Lord has comforted his people; He has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has made bare His holy arm before 
the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” 

 
Sung Response—God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text and Music: 18th century English carol. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
Call to Worship—Isaiah 12:1-2 
 

Pastor:   We will give thanks to You, O Lord. 
 
All:  For though You were angry with us, Your anger is turned away, that You might 

comfort us. 
 
Reader 1:  Behold, God is our salvation. 
 
Reader 2:  We will trust and will not be afraid. 
 
All:    For the Lord God is our strength and our song. 
 
Pastor:   He has become our salvation. 
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Congregational Hymn—What Child Is This 
 

	
 

Text: William Chatterton Dix, 1865; Music: GREENSLEEVES, 16th century English Carol. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts.  

 
Congregational Hymn—Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
 

 
 
 

Text: Traditional Polish Carol, tr. Edith Reed, 1921; Music: W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish Carol,  
arr. Joseph Barlowe, 1986. 

 
Scripture Reading—Isaiah 49:3-6 
 

And He said to me, “You are My servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” But I said, “I have labored in 
vain; I have spent My strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely My right is with the Lord, and My 
recompense with my God.” And now the Lord says, He who formed me from the womb to be His servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him—for I am honored in the eyes of the 
Lord, and my God has become my strength— He says: “It is too light a thing that You should be My servant 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make You as a light for the 
nations, that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Congregational Hymn—Lovely Child, Holy Child 
 

 
 

Text: Folk Carol, adapted by David N. Johnson, 1968; Music: BETHLEHEM, Folk Carol. 
 

Baptism of Rune Michael, son of Niels and Akiko Michael 
 
Reading of the Word—Luke 2:22-35 
 

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought Him up to 
Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens 
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of 
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name 
was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord's Christ.27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and 
said: 
 

29 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, 
    according to Your Word; 
30 for my eyes have seen Your salvation 
31 

    that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and for glory to Your people Israel.” 

 
33 And His father and His mother marveled at what was said about Him.34 And Simeon blessed them and said 
to Mary His mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a 
sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts 
may be revealed.” 

 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
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Sung Response—God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen, Vs. 2 
 

 
 

Text and Music: 18th century English carol. 
 
Sermon—The Song of Simeon: Nunc Dimittis 

—Assistant Pastor, James Crampton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son 
of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—from Isaiah 42:16-18, 20-22, 24 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. You lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not 
known You will guide them. You will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level 
ground. 

 
All:  We have been turned back and utterly put to shame because we have trusted in carved idols. We 

have said to man-made images, “You are our gods.” 
 
Pastor:  We have been deaf when You have spoken and blind when You have revealed Yourself. 
 
All:  We have seen many things, but we have not observed them; our ears are open, but we have not 

heard You. 
 
Pastor:  The Lord was pleased, for his righteousness' sake, to magnify his law and make it glorious. 
 
All:   We have become plunder with none to rescue, spoil with none to say, “Restore!” 
 
Pastor:  Who gave us up to the plunderers? 
 
All:  Was it not You, O Lord, against whom we have sinned, in whose ways we would not walk, and 

whose law we would not obey? 
 

(Silent Prayers of Confession) 
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Sung Response—Lamb Of God 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on John 1:29; Music: CLOVERCROFT AGNUS DEI, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
 
Assurance of Pardon—Isaiah 40:1-2; Revelation 15:3-4 
 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that 
her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 

 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God. 
 
All:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Great and marvelous are Your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are Your ways, King of the   
   nations. 
 
All:   Who will not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 
 
Pastor:  For You alone are holy. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Twofold Amen 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: DRESDEN, Johann Naumann, 18th Century. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 

We believe in God: 
 

The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 

The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father Almighty, 

Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices with the 
angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Luke 2:14; Music: CLOVERCROFT GLORIA, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

 
This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 

  

Congregational Hymn—O Savior Dear, Thy Manger Here 
 

 
 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1653, tr. Paul Kretzmann, 1930, alt. 2021; Music: O JESU CHRIST, DEIN KRIPPLEIN IST, Johann Crüger, 1656;  
arr. Henry C. Haffner, 2021. 

 
Congregational Hymn—Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
 

 
 

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1919; Music: TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM, Piae Cantiones, 1582,  
arr. Ernest MacMillan, 1930. 
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Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1919. 
Music: TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM, Plae Cantiones, arr. Ernest MacMillan, 1930.
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & 
OFFERINGS 

Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our 
lives and callings. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Congregational Hymn—O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

 
 

Text: 12th century, tr. John Mason Neale, 1851; Music: VENI EMMANUEL, 13th century,  
arr. Thomas Helmore, 1856. 
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O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Text: Latin Hymn, tr. John Mason Neale, 1851; 
Music: VENI EMMANUEL, Plainsong, 13th century, arr. Thomas Helmore, 1856.
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Isaiah 60:1-2 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For behold, darkness 
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and His glory will 
be seen upon you. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen, Vs. 3 
 

 
 

Text and Music: 18th century English carol. 
 
Announcements 
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Worship Notes: 
 

One of the joyous difficulties of this season is finding a way to include in the service all the wonderful hymns and carols 
that we only get to sing during this time of year. Of course, this is an impossible task—in just four weeks, we can only 
scratch the surface of the rich tradition of Advent and Christmas hymnody. This week, I’d like to draw your attention 
to several pieces that you may be less familiar with. O Savior Dear, Thy Manger Here was written by Paul Gerhardt, 
one of the most beloved hymn-writers in the Lutheran tradition. The gentle, lullaby-like hymn is a study in contrasts: 
the humble manger is a paradise of glory; He who calms the winds and seas is given to us as an infant. Similarly, David 
Johnson’s arrangement of the American folk carol Lovely Child, Holy Child marvels at the image of Jesus as a baby, 
capturing a sense of child-like wonder with a simple rhyme scheme and glorious “blue” note in the refrain. Gentle Mary 
Laid Her Child completes our trio of unfamiliar infancy related carols (not to mention the better-known ones like What 
Child Is This and Infant Holy, Infant Lowly). The twentieth century text is given an old-world flavor by setting it to 
the melody TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM, a sixteenth century tune from the Finnish collection Piae Cantiones—you 
probably know it better as the tune for John Mason Neale’s “Good King Wenceslas.” Originally a melody used by a 
cathedral school in Finland, this stately melody has been bringing Christmas cheer for centuries. —Henry C. Haffner 
 
Key Words:   Righteous, Law, Spirit, Salvation, Light, Reveal, Glory, Peace  
Keystone Verse:   Lord, now You are letting your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes  

        have seen Your salvation. (Luke 2:29-30) 
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