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Quotes for Reflection 
 
 

The battle line between good and evil runs through the heart of every man. —Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 
 
Disguised as evil, persecution often comes to us as an ultimate manifestation of God’s good providence. It provokes us 
toward a new-found dependence upon His grace, upon His Word, and upon His people. It is in that sense a paradoxical 
blessing perhaps even more profound than prosperity. —Frizof Gemielic 
 

 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—Nahum 1:7 
 
 The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; He knows those who take refuge in Him. 
 
Sung Response—Come, Christians, Join To Sing, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Christian H. Bateman, 1843; Music: MADRID, Traditional Spanish melody,  
arr. David Evans, 1927. 
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Call to Worship—from Psalm 34:1-3; 17-19 
 

Pastor:   Oh, magnify the Lord. Let us exalt His name together! 
 
All:    Let the humble hear and be glad. 
 
Reader 1:  When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their troubles. The 

Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. 
 
Reader 2:  Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all. 
 
All:    We will bless the Lord at all times. 
 
Pastor:   His praise shall continually be in our mouths. 

 
Congregational Hymn—My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less 
 

 
 

Text: Edward Mote, 1834; Music: SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1863. 
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Text: Edward Mote, 1834; Music: SOLID ROCK, William Bradbury, 1863.
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. God 
particularly entreats us in His Word to sing psalms. And while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a 
specific exhortation for us to make use of the Psalter as the church’s songbook. 

 
Congregational Psalm—Blest Be The Lord, My Rock, My Might (Psalm 144) 
 

 
 

Text: The Psalter, 1912, alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2016; Music: POLK COUNTY, Henry C. Haffner, 2016. 
 
Scripture Reading—1 Peter 5:5b-11 
 

Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace 
to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time He 
may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist Him, firm in 
your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout 
the world. And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal 
glory in Christ, will Himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To Him be the dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Blest Be The Lord, My Rock, My Might—Psalm 144

Text: The Psalter, 1912, Alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2016; Music: POLK COUNTY, Henry C. Haffner, 2016.
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Congregational Psalm—Turn Your Ear And Answer (Psalm 86) 
 

 
 

Text: Psalm 86:1-7, Nathan George, 2015; Music: Nathan George, 2015. 
 
Reading of the Word—Psalm 7:1-17 
 
 A Shiggaion of David, which he sang to the Lord concerning the words of Cush, a Benjaminite. 
 

1  O Lord my God, in You do I take refuge;  
save me from all my pursuers and deliver me, 

2  lest like a lion they tear my soul apart, 
 rending it in pieces, with none to deliver. 

 
3  O Lord my God, if I have done this, 
      if there is wrong in my hands, 
4  if I have repaid my friend with evil 
      or plundered my enemy without cause, 
5  let the enemy pursue my soul and overtake it, 
      and let him trample my life to the ground 
      and lay my glory in the dust. Selah 
 
6  Arise, O Lord, in Your anger; 
      lift Yourself up against the fury of my enemies; 
 awake for me; You have appointed a judgment. 
7  Let the assembly of the peoples be gathered about You; 

over it return on high. 
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Chorus

Text: Psalm 86:1-7, Nathan George, 2015; Music: Nathan George, 2015.  
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8  The Lord judges the peoples; 
      judge me, O Lord, according to my righteousness 
      and according to the integrity that is in me. 
9  Oh, let the evil of the wicked come to an end, 
      and may You establish the righteous— 

You who test the minds and hearts, 
O righteous God! 

10  My shield is with God,  
 who saves the upright in heart. 

11  God is a righteous judge,  
and a God who feels indignation every day. 

12  If a man does not repent, God will whet His sword;  
  He has bent and readied His bow; 
13  He has prepared for him His deadly weapons,  
  making His arrows fiery shafts. 
14  Behold, the wicked man conceives evil  
  and is pregnant with mischief  
   and gives birth to lies. 
15  He makes a pit, digging it out,  
  and falls into the hole that he has made. 
16  His mischief returns upon his own head,  
   and on his own skull his violence descends. 

 
 17  I will give to the Lord the thanks due to his righteousness,  
    and I will sing praise to the name of the Lord, the Most High. 
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Sung Response—Jesus, Lover Of My Soul, Vs. 2 
 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1740; Music: MARTYN, Simeon B. Marsh, 1834. 
 
Sermon—A Plea for Justice 

—Pastor, George Grant 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND 
RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—from Psalm 31:1-2, 9-10 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. In You, O Lord, do we take refuge. 
 
All:   In Your righteousness deliver us!  
 
Pastor:  Incline Your ear to us; rescue us speedily! Be a rock of refuge for us, a strong fortress to save us! 
 
All:   Our eyes are wasted from grief; our souls and our bodies also. 
 
Pastor:  For our lives are spent with sorrow, and our years with sighing.  
 
All:   Our strength fails because of our iniquity, and our bones waste away. 

 
Assurance of Pardon—from Psalm 31:3, 5, 7; Titus 2:11-14 
 

For You are our rock and our fortress; and for Your name’s sake You lead us and guide us. Into Your hand 
do we commit our spirits. You have redeemed us, O Lord, faithful God. We will rejoice and be glad in Your 
steadfast love. 
 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God. 
 
All:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor: For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 
age. 

 
All:  And so we await our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior 

Jesus Christ. 
 
Sung Response—How Firm A Foundation, Vs. 3 
 

 
 

Text: “K” in John Rippon’s A Selection of Hymns, 1787;  
Music: FOUNDATION, Traditional American Melody. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 

As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 
 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 
We believe in God: 
 

The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 

The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 
Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, 

Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, 
and we join our voices with the angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven 
in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8;  
Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

 
This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 

 

Congregational Psalm—My God, My God, Come Hear My Plea (Psalm 22) 
 

 
 

Text: from Psalm 22:1-21, The Psalter, 1912, alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2019; Music: DONELSON, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
 
Congregational Psalm—The Lord Ever Hear You (Psalm 20) 
 

 
 

Text: Edward Collier, Lyrics from the Psalter, 1907, alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2021; Music: STAR POINTER, Henry C. Haffner, 2021. 
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My God, My God, Come Hear My Plea—Psalm 22
Henry C. Haffner
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our 
lives and callings. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Congregational Psalm—O Lord, My God, I Take Refuge (Psalm 7) 
 

 
 

Text: Psalm 7:1-9, Book of Psalms for Worship, 2010; Music: SLANE, Traditional Irish Melody. 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Exodus 14:13 
 

Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will work for you today. Amen. 
 
Sung Response—Gloria Patri 
 

 
 

Text: Lesser Doxology, 2nd century; 
Music: Nathan George, 2015, harm. Henry C. Haffner, 2015. 
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Text: Lesser Doxology, 2nd Century; Music: Nathan George, 2015, Harm. Henry C. Haffner, 2015.
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Worship Notes: 
 

Most of the psalms, hymns, and readings in this morning’s service could be summed up in a single word: “Help!” We 
ask the Lord to rescue us from a foreign throng (Blest Be The Lord, My Rock, My Might—Psalm 144), and we cry out 
“Save your servant! preserve my life!” (Turn Your Ear And Answer—Psalm 86). We are warned to be watchful for the 
prowling devil and to prepare for great suffering (1 Peter 5:8-9). We read from Psalm 7 “save me from all my pursuers 
and deliver me” (Psalm 7:1). We respond by singing “Other refuge have I none” and “Leave me not alone” (Jesus, 
Lover Of My Soul), and later, “Come hear my plea” and “Lord, my help, make haste, I pray” (My God, My God, Come 
Hear My Plea—Psalm 22). We conclude by singing back the first half of Psalm 7, pleading for salvation from our foes, 
“lest they should tear me like lions with prey” (O Lord, My God, I Take Refuge—Psalm 7). But all throughout the 
service, we also find reassurance in God’s providence. “When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and delivers 
them” (Psalm 34:19). Christ is our anchor in every high and stormy gale (My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less). He 
promises us that “I will be with you, your troubles to bless” (How Firm A Foundation), and that He will answer 
whenever we call (The Lord Ever Hear You—Psalm 20). The benediction sends us out with great hope, that even in the 
bleakest moments we must “see the salvation of the Lord, which He will work for you today” (Exodus 14:13). —Henry 
C. Haffner 

 
Key Words:  Refuge, Arise, Arouse, Assembly, Judge, Indignation, Repent, Thanks 
Keystone Verse:  If a man does not repent, God will whet His sword. He has bent and readied His bow.  
      (Psalm 7:12) 
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