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Quotes for Reflection 
 
 

God’s love is hidden from him. God’s wrath seems as though it would wear him completely away. It is an affliction 
beyond all other afflictions. —Franz Delitzsch 
 
Woeful is the state of that man that feels the worm of conscience gnawing the most tender part of the soul, and has no 
relief against it; that feels the intolerable scalding wrath of God burning within, and has nothing to cool it… The blood 
of this sacrifice speaks better things than the blood of Abel. —John Flavel 

 
 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—Isaiah 12:1 
 

I will give thanks to You, O Lord, for though You were angry with me, Your anger turned away, that 
You might comfort me. 

 
Sung Response—Come, Christians, Join To Sing, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Christian H. Bateman, 1843; Music: MADRID, Traditional Spanish melody,  
arr. David Evans, 1927. 
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Call to Worship—Psalm 103:1-5, 22 
 

Pastor:   Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 
 
All:    Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits. 
 
Reader 1:  He forgives all your iniquity and heals all your diseases. 
 
Reader 2:  He redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
 
All:    He satisfies us with good, so that our youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
 
Pastor:   Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

 
 
Congregational Hymn—O Worship The King 
 

 
 

Text: based on Psalm 104, Robert Grant, 1833;  
Music: LYONS, Joseph Martin Kraus, 1784. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. God 
particularly entreats us in His Word to sing psalms. And while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a 
specific exhortation for us to make use of the Psalter as the church’s songbook. 

 
Congregational Psalm—In Judah The Almighty’s Known (Psalm 76) 
 

 
 

Text: A New Version of the Psalms of David, 1696, alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2021;  
Music: RODERICK, Henry C. Haffner, 2021. 
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Scripture Reading—Romans 5:6-11 
 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a 
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God shows His love 
for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by 
His blood, much more shall we be saved by Him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by 
His life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation. 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Congregational Hymn—Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 
 

 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1707; Music: MARTYRDOM, Hugh Wilson, 1824. 
 
Reading of the Word—Psalm 6:1-10 
 

1 O Lord, rebuke me not in Your anger, 
      nor discipline me in Your wrath. 
2  Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am languishing; 
      heal me, O Lord, for my bones are troubled. 
3  My soul also is greatly troubled. 
      But You, O Lord—how long? 
 
4  Turn, O Lord, deliver my life; 
      save me for the sake of Your steadfast love. 
5  For in death there is no remembrance of You; 
      in Sheol who will give You praise? 
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6  I am weary with my moaning; 
      every night I flood my bed with tears; 
      I drench my couch with my weeping. 
7  My eye wastes away because of grief; 
      it grows weak because of all my foes. 
 
8  Depart from me, all you workers of evil, 
      for the Lord has heard the sound of my weeping. 
9  The Lord has heard my plea; 
      the Lord accepts my prayer. 
10  All my enemies shall be ashamed and greatly troubled; 
      they shall turn back and be put to shame in a moment. 

 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Sung Response—God Be Merciful To Me (Psalm 51), Vs. 3 
 

 
 

Text: Psalm 51:5-7, The Psalter, 1912. Music: AJALON (REDHEAD NO. 76), Richard Redhead, 1853. 
 

Sermon—Gently, Gently Lay Your Rod 
—Assistant Pastor, James Crampton 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND 
RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

Confession of Sin—from Psalm 25:11, 16-20 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. Turn to us and be gracious to us, for we are lonely and afflicted. The 
troubles of our hearts are enlarged; bring us out of our distresses. 

 
All:    Consider our afflictions and our troubles, and forgive all our sins. 
 
Pastor:   Consider how many are our foes, and with what violent hatred they hate us. 
 
All:  Oh, guard our souls, and deliver us! Let us not be put to shame, for we take refuge in 

You. 
 
Pastor:   For Your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon our guilt, for it is great. 

 
Assurance of Pardon—from Psalm 32:5-7; Titus 2:11-14 
 

We acknowledged our sin to You, and we did not cover our iniquity; we said, “We will confess our 
transgressions to the Lord,” and You forgave the iniquity of our sins. Therefore, let everyone who is godly 
offer prayer to You at a time when You may be found; surely, in the rush of great waters, they shall not 
reach Him. You are a hiding place for us; You preserve us from trouble; You surround us with shouts of 
deliverance. 
 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God. 
 
All:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor: For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 
present age. 

 
All:  And so we await our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior 

Jesus Christ. 
 
Sung Response—O Thou In Whose Presence, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Joseph Swain, 1791; Music: DAVIS, Freeman Lewis, 1813. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 

As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 
 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 
We believe in God: 
 

The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 

The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 
Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, 

Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, 
and we join our voices with the angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven 
in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8; Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
 
 

& # 44 œ œ œ œ œ
Ho ly, Ho ly,

œ œ œ œ œ
Ho ly

œ œ œ ˙
is the Lord

œ œ œ œ œ
God Al might y,- - - --

& # 45œ œ œ œ œ
Heav'n and Earth are

œ œ œ œ œ
full of Thy glor y,

œ œ œ ˙
glor y be

œ œ œ œ œ
un to Thee,- - -

,

& # 45 42 44œ œ œ œ œ
O Lord most high,

œ œ œ œ œ
O Lord most high,

œ œ œ œ œ
O Lord most high,

˙
A

w
men.-

, ,

Sanctus

Text: Traditional; Music: Nathan George, 2013.



9 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

 
This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 

 

Congregational Hymn—Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
 

 
 

Text: Thomas Dorsey, 1938; Music: MAITLAND, George Nelson Allen, 1844. 
 
Congregational Hymn—Rock Of Ages, Cleft For Me 
 

 
 

Text: Augustus Toplady, 1776; Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1830. 
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Text: Augustus Toplady, 1776; Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1830.
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & 
OFFERINGS 

Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our 
lives and callings. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Congregational Psalm—Gently, Gently Lay Your Rod (Psalm 6) 
 

 
 

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 6:1-10, Henry F. Lyte, 1834, alt. Nathan George, 2012;  
Music: Nathan George, 2012. 
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Text: Henry Francis Lyte, 1834, Alt. Nathan C. George, 2012; Music: Nathan C. George, 2012.
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Numbers 6:24-26 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Gloria Patri 
 

 
 

Text: Lesser Doxology, 2nd century; 
Music: Nathan George, 2015, harm. Henry C. Haffner, 2015. 
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Nathan Clark George,  2015; Harm. Henry C. Haffner, 2015.
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Worship Notes: 
 

This morning’s sermon text from Psalm 6 is a cry of desperation, an escalation of the prayers for relief and salvation 
David has prayed in Psalms 3-5. The psalmist is brought to the end of himself, terrified of God’s anger (vs. 1) and 
weeping over his own weakness (vs. 2, 6-7)—though he concludes with the assurance that the Lord accepts his prayer 
(vs. 9) and that his foes will be defeated (vs. 10). The psalms and hymns that we sing throughout the service follow this 
same pattern. We open by acknowledging God’s power and might (O Worship The King) and His wrath against the 
wicked (In Judah The Almighty’s Known—Psalm 76). We acknowledge our own crimes with tears (Alas, And Did My 
Savior Bleed) and confess that we were “born in sin” (God Be Merciful To Me—Psalm 51). We call to Him in the midst 
of affliction (O Thou In Whose Presence). We take up the psalmist’s hopeful note as we come to the table, trusting that 
the Lord will hear our cries, hold us up when we stumble, and wash our foulness away (Precious Lord, Take My Hand; 
Rock Of Ages, Cleft For Me). The service concludes by singing the psalm that was just preached, as we’ve been doing 
throughout this sermon series. We go out with the assurance that, just as the Lord heard David’s prayer, He hears ours. 
He comes, and the shadows flee. —Henry C. Haffner 

 
Key Words:   Anger, Grace, Deliver, Steadfast Love, Death, Weeping, Prayer  
Keystone Verse:   O Lord, rebuke me not in Your anger, nor discipline me in Your wrath. (Psalm 6:1) 
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