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Quote for Reflection 
 

Maker of the sun, He is made under the sun. In the Father He remains, from His mother He goes forth. Creator of 
heaven and earth, He was born on earth under heaven. Filling the world, He lies in a manger. Ruler of the stars, He 
nurses at His mother’s bosom. He is both great in the nature of God, and small in the form of a servant. Thus we have 
beheld the fullness of glory. —Augustine of Hippo 

 

 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—Isaiah 9:6 
 

Good News! Glad Tidings! Great Joy! “Unto us a child is born. Unto us a Son is given; and the government 
shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.” 

 
Sung Response—Come All You Worthy Gentlemen, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: SOMERSET CAROL, Traditional English Carol,  
arr. Cecil Sharp, Folk Songs From Somerset, 1909. 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
Call to Worship—Psalm 24:7-10 
 

Pastor:   The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein. 
 

All:    For He has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. 
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Reader 1:  Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may 
come in. 

 

All:    Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! 
 

Reader 2:  Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may 
come in. 

 

All:   Who is this King of glory? 
 

Pastor:   The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory! 
 
Congregational Hymn—Good Christian Men, Rejoice 
 

 
 

Text: Medieval Latin Carol, tr. John Mason Neale, 1853; Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German Melody, 14th century,  
harm. John Stainer, 1871. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. 

 

Congregational Hymn—To Us A Child Of Hope Is Born 
 

 
 

Text: John Morrison, 1781; Music: CHRISTMAS, George Frideric Handel, 1723. 
 

Scripture Reading—Hebrews 1:1-3 
 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days 
He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed the heir of all things, through whom also He created 
the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature, and He upholds the 
universe by the word of His power. After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high. 

 

Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Congregational Hymn—Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming 
 

 
 

Text: German Hymn, c. 1500, tr. Theodore Baker, 1894; Music: ES IST EIN ROS, German melody, 15th century, 
 harm. Michael Praetorius, 1609. 

 
Reading of the Word—John 1:14-18 
 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about Him, and cried out, “This was He of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because He was before me.’”) 16 For from His 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, He has 
made Him known. 

 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
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Sung Response—Come All You Worthy Gentlemen, Vs. 2 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: SOMERSET CAROL, Traditional English Carol,  
arr. Cecil Sharp, Folk Songs From Somerset, 1909. 

 
Sermon—Beholding Glory 

—Pastor Emeritus, George Grant 
 
 
 
 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son 
of God. 

 

Confession of Sin—based on Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. We confess that we were people who walked in darkness.   
 

All:   But now we have seen a great light.   
 
Pastor:  We who lived in a land of deep darkness—on us light has shined.   
 

All:  Despite our sins, You have multiplied our blessings, You have increased our joy, and so we rejoice 
before You. 

 

Pastor:  We rejoice as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing treasure.  
 

All:   For the yoke of our burden and the rod of our oppressor, You have broken. 
 
Pastor:  You establish and uphold justice and righteousness—from this time forth and forevermore.  
 

All:   The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

(Silent Prayers of Confession) 
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Sung Response—Lamb Of God 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on John 1:29; Music: CLOVERCROFT AGNUS DEI, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 

 
Assurance of Pardon—Titus 3:4-7; Revelation 15:3-4 
 

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of any works of 
righteousness that we had done, but according to His mercy.  And He has poured out His Spirit upon us richly through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life. 
 

Pastor:   This is the promise of God. 
 

All:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Pastor:  Great and marvelous are Your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are Your ways, King of the 
nations. 

 
All:    Who will not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 
 

Pastor:   For You alone are holy. Amen. 
 

Sung Response—Twofold Amen 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: DRESDEN, Johann Naumann, 18th century. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 

 

Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 

We believe in God: 
 

The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sursum Corda 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father Almighty, 

Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices with the 
angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Luke 2:14; Music: CLOVERCROFT GLORIA, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 
 

Congregational Hymn—O Savior Dear, Thy Manger Here 
 

 
 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1653, tr. Paul Kretzmann, 1930, alt. 2021; Music: O JESU CHRIST, DEIN KRIPPLEIN IST,  
Johann Crüger, 1656; arr. Henry C. Haffner, 2021. 

 
Congregational Hymn—Of The Father’s Love Begotten 
 

 
 

Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 4th century, tr. John Mason Neale, 1851 and H. W. Baker, 1859;  
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong, 13th century. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & 
OFFERINGS 

Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our 
lives and callings. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Congregational Hymn—O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

 
 

Text: 12th century, tr. John Mason Neale, 1851; Music: VENI EMMANUEL, 13th century,  
arr. Thomas Helmore, 1856. 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—from Luke 2:29-32 
 

“Lord, now let Your servants go in peace; Your Word has been fulfilled. Our own eyes have seen the 
salvation which You have prepared in the sight of all: a light to lighten the nations and the glory of Your 
people.” Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Come All You Worthy Gentlemen, Vs. 3 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: SOMERSET CAROL, Traditional English Carol,  
arr. Cecil Sharp, Folk Songs From Somerset, 1909. 

 
Announcements 
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Worship Notes: 
 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days He has spoken 
to us by His Son… —Hebrews 1:1-2a 

 
This final morning of Advent includes the same Scripture reading that concluded the choral service on the first Sunday 
of Advent: the opening of Hebrews 1. This passage compares the Old Testament prophecies with their fulfilment in 
Jesus Christ, a theme found in many of the Christmas hymns we sing in this morning’s service. To Us A Child Of Hope 
Is Born is a metrical version of the familiar “For unto us…” passage from Isaiah 9, while the German hymn Lo, How A 
Rose E’er Blooming uses the image of a rose to refer to Jesus, reminding us that “Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have 
in mind.” O Savior Dear, Thy Manger Here and Of The Father’s Love Begotten describe Christ as “long desired, 
foreseen of old,” the one “whom the Scriptures of the prophets promised,” and the one sleeping in a manger “as 
prophets told in sacred story.” The service concludes with O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, perhaps one of the most 
“Advent-y” of Advent/Christmas hymns, voicing the sentiments of the exiled Hebrew people longing for a Savior who 
would ransom them from captivity. —Henry C. Haffner 

 
Key Words:   Flesh, Glory, John, Moses, Fullness, Grace, Truth, Reveal 
Keystone Verse:  We have seen His glory… full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 
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