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Quotes for Reflection 
 

 
What is of crucial significance is whether [we] are one with Christ in faith, and are clothed with his perfect 
righteousness. The all-important factor for determining man's eternal destiny is his relationship to Jesus Christ.  

—Anthony Hoekema 
 
Q. What com fort is it that Christ will com e to judge the living and the dead? A. In all my distress and persecution, I 
turn my eyes to the heavens, and confidently await as judge the very One who has already stood trial in my place before 
God and has removed the whole curse from me. — Heidelberg Catechism, #52 

 
 

 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—from Matthew 8:2b-3 
 
 Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean." Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, 
 saying, "I am willing; be cleansed." 
. 
Introit—Come, Thou Almighty King, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Anonymous, 1757; Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1769. 
 
Call to Worship—from 1 Chronicles 16:8-12 
 
 Pastor:   Oh, give thanks to the Lord!  
 
 All:    Call upon His name; make known His deeds among the peoples!  
 
 Reader 1:  Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; tell of all His wondrous works! 
 
 Reader 2:  Glory in His holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice! 
 
 All:    Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face evermore! 
 
 Pastor:   Remember His marvelous works which He has done, His wonders and the judgments of  
     His mouth. 
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Psalm of Praise—Why Do Gentile Nations Rage (Psalm 2) 
 

 
 

The Book of Psalms for Worship, Copyright © 2010 Crown and Covenant Publications;  
Text: Psalm 2:1-12; Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1678, Harm. J. S. Bach, 18th c. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. God 
particularly entreats us in His Word to sing psalms. And while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a 
specific exhortation for us to make use of the Psalter as the church’s songbook. 

 
Psalm of Praise—In Judah The Almighty’s Known (Psalm 76) 
 

 
 

Text: A New Version of the Psalms of David, 1696, Alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2021;  
Music: RODERICK, Henry C. Haffner, 2021. 
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Scripture Reading—Matthew 16:24-28 
 

Then Jesus told His disciples, “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what will it profit 
a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? For the Son of 
Man is going to come with His angels in the glory of His Father, and then He will repay each person according to what 
he has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man 
coming in His kingdom.” 
 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn of Praise—The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 

 
 

Text: Ancient Greek Hymn, Tr. John Brownlie, 1907; Music: MORNING SONG, Elkanah Kelsay Dare, Kentucky Harmony, 1816. 
 

Reading of the Word—Zephaniah 1:1-2:3 
 

1 The word of the Lord that came to Zephaniah the son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of Hezekiah, in 
the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah. 2 “I will utterly sweep away everything from the face of the earth,” 
declares the Lord. 3 “I will sweep away man and beast; I will sweep away the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, 
and the rubble with the wicked. I will cut off mankind from the face of the earth,” declares the Lord. 4 “I will stretch 
out My hand against Judah and against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut off from this place the remnant 
of Baal and the name of the idolatrous priests along with the priests, 5 those who bow down on the roofs to the host of 
the heavens, those who bow down and swear to the Lord and yet swear by Milcom, 6 those who have turned back from 
following the Lord, who do not seek the Lord or inquire of Him.” 

7 Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is near; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated 
His guests. 8 And on the day of the Lord’s sacrifice—“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons and all who array 
themselves in foreign attire. 9 On that day I will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, and those who fill their 
master’s house with violence and fraud. 10 “On that day,” declares the Lord, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a 
wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. 11 Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are 
no more; all who weigh out silver are cut off. 12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the 
men who are complacent, those who say in their hearts, ‘The Lord will not do good, nor will He do ill.’ 13 Their goods 
shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they 
plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.”  
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14 The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter; the mighty 
man cries aloud there. 15 A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day 
of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified 
cities and against the lofty battlements. 17 I will bring distress on mankind, so that they shall walk like the blind, because 
they have sinned against the Lord; their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 18 Neither their 
silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them on the day of the wrath of the Lord. In the fire of His jealousy, all the 
earth shall be consumed; for a full and sudden end He will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 2:1 Gather together, yes, gather, O shameless nation, 2 before the decree takes effect—before the day passes away like 
chaff—before there comes upon you the burning anger of the Lord, before there comes upon you the day of the anger 
of the Lord. 3 Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, who do His just commands; seek righteousness; seek humility; 
perhaps you may be hidden on the day of the anger of the Lord. 
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Sung Response—The Mighty God, The Lord (Psalm 50), Vs. 2 
 

 
 

Text: Psalm 50:3-4, The Scottish Psalter, 1650;  
Music: 17TH C. Scottish Melody, Adapted by Gregory Wilbur, 1998. 

 
Sermon—Day of Wrath  

—Assistant Pastor, James Crampton  
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the 
reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—based on Romans 1:18-23, 25 
 

Pastor: Lord, we come confessing. You have revealed Your wrath against our ungodliness and 
unrighteousness. For what can be known about God is plain to us, because God has shown it to us. 
For His invisible attributes, namely, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So we are without 
excuse. 

 
All:    For although we knew God, we did not honor Him as God or give thanks to Him.  
 
Pastor:  But we became futile in our thinking, and our foolish hearts were darkened. 
 
All:   Claiming to be wise, we became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 

images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 
 
Pastor:  We exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 

Creator, who is blessed forever!  
 
All:  Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon—based on Psalm 27:4-5, 13-14; 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
 

One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in His temple. For He will hide me in His shelter 
in the day of trouble; He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will lift me high upon a rock. I believe 
that I shall look upon the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living! Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let 
your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! 
 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God.   
 
All:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
All:   He is the Father of mercies and God of all comfort. 
 
Pastor:  He comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any    
   affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 
 

Sung Response—O Lord Teach Me To Follow You (Psalm 27), Vs. 4 
 

 
 

The Book of Psalms for Worship, Copyright © 2010 Crown and Covenant Publications;  
Text: Psalm 27:14; Music: LOUISE, Robert M. Copland, 1972. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father Almighty, 

Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices with the angels, 
the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9; Music: CLOVERCROFT SANCTUS, Henry C. Haffner, 2019.  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

 
This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 

 
Hymn of Praise—Not What My Hands Have Done 
 

 
 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1861; Music: LEOMINSTER, George W. Martin, 1862. 
 
Hymn of Praise—Rock Of Ages, Cleft For Me 
 

 
 

Text: Augustus Toplady, 1776; Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1830. 
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Not What My Hands Have Done

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1861; Tune: LEOMINSTER, George Walter Martin,  1862.
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Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

Text: Augustus Toplady, 1776; Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1830.
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our 
lives and callings. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise—Jesus, Lover Of My Soul 
 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1740; Music: MARTYN, Simeon B. Marsh, 1834. 
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Charles Wesley, 1740 MARTYN,

Simeon B. Marsh, 1834
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 

 
Benediction—Numbers 6:24-26 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the 
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen. 
 

 
Sung Response—Christ Be With Me (from St. Patrick’s Breastplate) 
 

 
 

Text: Atomriug indui niurt tren, St. Patrick, 5th Century, Tr. Cecil Frances Alexander, 1889; 
Music: ST. PATRICK CLONMACNOISE, Traditional Irish Hymn Melody. 

 
 
Announcements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

& œ œ
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˙ ˙ œ œ
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˙ ˙ œ œ
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St. Patrick's Breastplate
Atomriug indui niurt tren
St. Patrick, 372-466
Tr. by Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-95

ST. PATRICK
CLONMACNOISE

Traditional Irish Hymn Melody
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Worship Notes:  
 

The thirteenth century Dies irae (“Day of Wrath”) is one of the best-known hymns of the middle ages. Containing 
terrifying descriptions of the “tearful day” (Lacrimosa) in which the wicked are confounded (Confutatis maledictis) and 
consigned to “acrid flames,” this poem became a standard part of the medieval funeral liturgy. As such, it has been set 
to music numerous times by composers such as Mozart (Requiem K. 626, 1791) and Verdi (Messa de Requiem, 1874). 
Further, the chant melody first associated with this text, with its seesawing half-step motion, is often used as a musical 
trope indicating death, mourning, or the supernatural. You can hear it in places as varied as Berlioz’s Symphonie 
Fantastique (1830), Holst’s The Planets (1919), and the scores for movies like Star Wars: A New Hope (1977) and The 
Lion King (1994) among others. While Dies Irae has had enormous cultural influence, the source material might 
surprise you: the poem was inspired by the prophecy of Zephaniah, specifically verses 15-16 of chapter one (“a day of 
wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish…”). As we walk through this passage today, a passage that has fascinated 
and terrified for generations, I pray that our hearts will be lifted by the surprisingly hopeful note at the end: “perhaps 
you may be hidden on the day of the anger of the Lord.” —Henry C. Haffner 

 
Key Words:    Wicked, Day of the Lord, Punish, Wrath, Anger, Seek, Humble, Hidden  
Keystone Verses:  Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, who do His just commands; seek righteousness; seek 

        humility; perhaps you may be hidden on the day of the anger of the Lord. (Zephaniah 2:3) 
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