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Quote for Reflection 
 

 
 
When God gives such mighty kingdoms for a small handful, it appears they are precious to Him: “Whosoever 
shall gather together against thee, shall fall for thy sake.” —John Owen 

 
 

 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
 

It is God Him self who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons 
us into His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—Matthew 5:5 
 
 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 
Introit—Come, Thou Almighty King, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Anonymous, 1757; Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1769. 
 
Call to Worship—based on Luke 1:68-75 
 
 Pastor:   Blessed is the Lord God of Israel! 
 
 All:    He has visited and redeemed His people. 
 
 Reader 1:  He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David. 
 
 Reader 2:  He has spoken by the mouth of His holy prophets, who have been since the world began. 
 
 All:    He has saved us from our enemies and from the hands of all who hate us. 
 
 Pastor:   He has granted us that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him 
     without fear. 
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Hymn of Praise—Glorious Things Of Thee Are Spoken 
 

 
 

Text: John Newton, 1789; Music: AUSTRIA, Joseph Haydn, 1779. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bib le is the m eans by which God graciously reveals Him self to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. 
God particularly entreats us in His Word to sing psalm s. And while all Scripture is appropriate for hym ns and spiritual songs, there 
is a specific exhortation for us to m ake use of the Psalter as the church’s songbook. 

 
Psalm of Praise—In Judah The Almighty’s Known (Psalm 76) 
 

 
 

Text: A New Version of the Psalm s of David, 1696, Alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2021;  
Music: RODERICK, Henry C. Haffner, 2021. 
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Scripture Reading—Luke 1:76-79 
 

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare 
His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the 
tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Hymn of Praise—Praise, My Soul, The King Of Heaven  
 

 
 

Text: from Psalm 103, Henry F. Lyte, 1834; Music: LAUDA ANIMA, John Goss, 1869. 
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Reading of the Word— Zephaniah 2:4-15 
 

For Gaza shall be deserted, and Ashkelon shall become a desolation; Ashdod’s people shall be driven out 
at noon, and Ekron shall be uprooted. 5 Woe to you inhabitants of the seacoast, you nation of the 
Cherethites! The word of the Lord is against you, O Canaan, land of the Philistines; and I will destroy 
you until no inhabitant is left. 6 And you, O seacoast, shall be pastures, with meadows for shepherds and 
folds for flocks. 7 The seacoast shall become the possession of the remnant of the house of Judah, on which 
they shall graze, and in the houses of Ashkelon they shall lie down at evening. For the Lord their God 
will be mindful of them and restore their fortunes. 
 8 “I have heard the taunts of Moab and the revilings of the Ammonites, how they have taunted My 
people and made boasts against their territory. 9 Therefore, as I live,” declares the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel, “Moab shall become like Sodom, and the Ammonites like Gomorrah, a land possessed by 
nettles and salt pits, and a waste forever. The remnant of My people shall plunder them, and the survivors 
of My nation shall possess them.” 10 This shall be their lot in return for their pride, because they taunted 
and boasted against the people of the Lord of hosts. 11 The Lord will be awesome against them; for He 
will famish all the gods of the earth, and to Him shall bow down, each in its place, all the lands of the 
nations. 12 You also, O Cushites, shall be slain by My sword. 
 13 And He will stretch out His hand against the north and destroy Assyria, and He will make Nineveh 
a desolation, a dry waste like the desert. 14 Herds shall lie down in her midst, all kinds of beasts; even the 
owl and the hedgehog shall lodge in her capitals; a voice shall hoot in the window; devastation will be on 
the threshold; for her cedar work will be laid bare. 15 This is the exultant city that lived securely, that said 
in her heart, “I am, and there is no one else.” What a desolation she has become, a lair for wild beasts! 
Everyone who passes by her hisses and shakes his fist. 
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Sung Response—Rejoice, The Lord Is King, Vs. 4 
 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1746; Music: DARWALL, John Darwall, 1770. 
 
Sermon—Christ Rules the Nations for His Church 

—Assistant Pastor, James Crampton  
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The People of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, 
the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 69:1-2, 5-6, 13 
 

Pastor:   Lord, we come confessing. Save us, O God! For the waters have come up to our necks. We sink in deep mire, 
where there is no standing; we have come into deep waters, where the floods overflow us. 

 
All:  O God, You know our foolishness, and our sins are not hidden from You. 
 
Pastor:  Let not those who wait for You, O Lord God of hosts, be ashamed because of us. 
 
All:  Let not those who seek You be confounded because of us, O God of Israel. 
 
Pastor:  As for us, our prayer is to You, O Lord, in the acceptable time; O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear 

us in the truth of Your salvation. 
 
Assurance of Pardon—Jeremiah 29:10-14; 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
 

For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you My 
promise and bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and 
not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will hear 
you. You will seek Me and find Me, when you seek Me with all your heart. I will be found by you, declares 
the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, 
declares the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 

 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God.   
 
All:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
All:   He is the Father of mercies and God of all comfort. 
 
Pastor:  He comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with 

the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 
 

Sung Response—O Come, O Come Emmanuel, Vs. 2 
 

 
 

Text: 12th century, Tr. John Mason Neale, 1851; Music: VENI EMMANUEL, 13th century, Arr. Thomas Helmore, 1856. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His tab le, they m ake joyous profession of their fealty to Him . 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Am en. 

 
Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father Almighty, 

Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices with the angels, 
the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9; Music: CLOVERCROFT SANCTUS, Henry C. Haffner, 2019.  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

 
This tab le is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 

 
Psalm of Praise—Do You Decree, O Earthly Gods (Psalm 58) 

 
 

Text: The Psalter with Music, 1900, Alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2021; Music: GALLAWAY, Henry C. Haffner, 2021. 
 

Psalm of Praise—Fret Not Yourself (Psalm 37) 

 
 

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 37, Elizabeth Dowdell, 2020;  
Music: GRAYMERE, Henry C. Haffner and Elizabeth Dowdell, 2020. 
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Do You Decree, O Earthly Gods—Psalm 58

Text: The Psalter with Music, 1900, Alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2021.
Music: GALLAWAY, Henry C. Haffner, 2021.
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Fret Not Yourself—Psalm 37

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 37, Elizabeth Dowdell, 2020; Music: GRAYMERE, Elizabeth Dowdell and Henry C. Haffner, 2020.
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith m oves from  our heads and hearts into 
our lives and callings. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Am en. 
 
Hymn of Praise—A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 

 
 

Text: Psalm 46, Martin Luther, 1529, Tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1853;  
Music: EIN’FESTE BURG, Martin Luther, 1529. 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them  in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the 
m arriage supper of the Lam b, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 
 

 
Benediction—Numbers 6:24-26 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the 
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen. 
 

 
Sung Response—Christ Be With Me (from St. Patrick’s Breastplate) 
 

 
 

Text: Atom riug indui niurt tren, St. Patrick, 5th Century, Tr. Cecil Frances Alexander, 1889; 
Music: ST. PATRICK CLONMACNOISE, Traditional Irish Hymn Melody. 

 
 
Announcements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

& œ œ
Christ be

˙ ˙ œ œ
with me, Christ with-

˙ ˙ œ œ
in me, Christ be-

˙ ˙ œ œ
hind me, Christ be-

˙ ˙
fore me,

& œ œ
Christ be -

˙ ˙ œ œ
side me, Christ to

˙ ˙ œ œ
win me, Christ to

˙ ˙ œ œ
com-fort and re -

˙ ˙
store me,

& œ œ
Christ be -

˙ ˙ œ œ
neath me, Christ a -

˙ ˙ œ œ
bove me, Christ in

˙ ˙ œ œ
qui - et, Christ in

˙ ˙
dan-ger,

& œ œ
Christ in

˙ ˙ œ œ
hearts of all that

˙ ˙ œ œ
love me, Christ in

˙ ˙ œ œ
mouth of friend and

˙ ˙
stran-ger.

St. Patrick's Breastplate
Atomriug indui niurt tren
St. Patrick, 372-466
Tr. by Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-95

ST. PATRICK
CLONMACNOISE

Traditional Irish Hymn Melody



 12 

Worship Notes:  
 

Passages like Zephaniah 2, in which God details the coming judgement on the enemies of Israel, tend to make 
contemporary readers a bit squeamish. After all, the outpouring of words and phrases like “desolation,” “woe,” “I will 
destroy you,” and “You shall be slain” doesn’t seem particularly winsome. But the promises that God will defend His 
people from their enemies aren’t there to be lurid or triumphalist—they are there for our comfort. In times of distress 
and uncertainty, we need passages like this to remind us that when we build our faith on the Rock of Ages, we may 
“smile at all our foes.” We need to remember His “grace and favor to our fathers in distress,” and believe that He 
likewise “rescues us from all our foes.” We need to trust that He will come to us and draw the quarry from the lion’s 
claw. We need to hear the command not to fret when evil seems to prosper in the land—because the wicked will fade 
like grass, their weapons shall be broken, and they will not even lift a resisting hand against the Lord. Instead, “The 
righteous shall rejoice to see God’s vengeance coming in.” So, take heart as we read about the downfall of Canaan, 
Moab, Cush, and Assyria. Passages like this point us to one of the most comforting truths of all: that the right man is 
on our side, and He must win the battle. —Henry C. Haffner 

 
Key Words:   Word, Remnant, Mindful, Restore, Taunt, Pride, Possess, Desolation, Bow Down 
Keystone Verses:  The seacoast shall become the possession of the remnant of the house of Judah, on which they shall 

       graze, and in the houses of Ashkelon they shall lie down at evening. For the Lord their God will be 
       mindful of them and restore their fortunes. (Zephaniah 2:7) 
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