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The Fex, M. H. Lawhence

The twe gMM wehe M/AM/QM forewn @nf their Suhmames, %mf@h& and March.
Thery had taken the farm together, imtending te werk it all by themselves: that
AB, Jl’jwﬂi wehe going A6 heak chichens, make ,Q/Lvmg @ai @@M,Q)Uz/%, and add te this
@@f ﬁevyp/im(g 4 eonr, and haibing ene 6k twe young beasts. Umf@hﬁ«m@ie,@%, ﬁ)vm\g/@&
did met o et well.

Barford was o bmall, thin, deficate thing with spectacles. She, however, was
the prineipal investor, for Mareh hed Little or me monery. Banferd's fathen,
who wad o thadesman in IMlington, gave his daunghter the start, for her healths
dake, and becanse he Loved her, and becanse it did net fook as if she wonld
mahy. Mareh was more hobudt. She had Learned carpenting and joimerny at the
ey @r\/l/r\(g elasbes Am ﬁéﬁmg@m. A»%e wounld fe ﬁ)me e about kae M@@e. ?ILU% fwﬂ
mehesvel, %mf@&&’é o{d gm&fa%a /Q/LVM@Q; with them at the start. He had been
“ fa)mdc. But Wr\(fc@)njbumjce/@% the old man died @fidb he had been ot GBWL/QP/%
Gfa)wwf@;h “ /%eé)b Then ﬁ)xe HAwe gA}L/Q/eS awele ,Qe:f/c lomne.

'“ﬂw/% wehe nejither @f them Young: that is, ﬁ"ﬂi wehe meak jj&/\)b]t/!dt Bt ﬁ)w%
GULMMM weke ot ofd. irfw% Bet ount quite (gaﬂzmmiﬁf% with their enterphide.
iﬂ}wﬂi had  rumbers @:f chichens, Glach %e@gfmw and white %e@gfw)m\é,
Plymonths and Wryandottes: oo some duehs: alde two heifers in the ficlds.
Onre jxe/tfdn, Wr\f@)bmieﬂ%, }ceﬁ/@seél a@é@ﬁwte,@\f teo éﬁéf% o the Tm/tﬁwi Fahm
eloses. No matter how Mareh made wp the f%e%, the I»e/tfdi wad eut, wild in
the weeds, on trespassing en the neighbouwring pasture, and March and Barford
were awary, fluying after her, with more haste than duceess. So this heifer thery
seld jin despain. Then, just before the ether beast was expeeting her finst ealf,
the efd man died, and the gl afraid of the coming event, seld her im a panic,
and Limjited their attentions te f@wM and duwels.

In spite of o Little chaghin, it wab « relief to have me more cattle en hand
i/tfe wad mot made m\dce,Q/% Ao be slaved My Both gA}LM a@g&ee& Jjon this. The



fcwrfzé wehe qujite w(mgix trenble. Mareh had set wp her calpenter's bench ot the
end @f the open shed. Here she worked, Mﬁ/\/r\g coops and doord and other
appuitenanced. The fowlls were fewsed im the bigger building, which had served
b barn and cow-shed in old JZW%A (ﬂ}»wf hed o @%M}t/tqu home, and shondd have
been @%fe@iﬂ% content. Indeed, )bfw% feehed wwell w@m,gjx. But the LgM,Q/fA wehe
dis (gu/euteeﬁ ot their )thZeme o dthange illnesses, at their exactin g arany @f J&/Lfe,
and at their )Lefu/w,@, obitinate )Lefuéaﬁ to M egga.

March did most @f the ountdocr werh. When she was out and about, in her
puttees and breeches, her belted cont and her fesse cap, she foched almest Like
Aorne @g)maefmﬁ, feese-balanced YoUung Anam, f@h her shenddens were /@smmgk;t, and
fxe)n mevements ea/Mf m& e&Qf/LJZw)t, even ;t/i/r\[ge& w/'utk 4 ,Q/L/t]tﬁe M&&ffe&m@e ol
Mey. But her fa@e wad met a man'd faee, ever. The wAsps @f her ehidp dark hajir
blew about her ab she éjt@cwpe&, her eyed wehe @/L@g and wide and dark, when she
feeled wh again, Sthange, statled, /AM and sardemic at emce. Her menth, toe,
wah almost pinched ab if in pain and ony. There was semething edd and
wrxeX/p/Q@/imeJl abeut her. She would stand balanced on one fn/vp ,Q@»@ﬁ/im@g at the
fewls pattering abeut in the sbnexiouns fire mud of the sloping yard, and
cafling te her faveurite white hem, which came im answer to her mame. But
there was an almest satirical flicker in Marelh's big, dark erpes as she looked at
her Hhree—toed ﬂ@eﬁ pettering abont wnder fer gage, and the Same /A,Q/L@glﬁ
&M@%PJL@M Batire im jx\% voice 4l /M)Le é/rxgﬂce te ﬁ)xe (fa\f@MecQ fpaiti/% wix@ /Pe(iﬁceﬁ at
Mareh's et by wary of Priendly demenstration.

Fowls did net flowrish ot Bailey Farm, in spite of ol that Mareh did for
thewm. When she /P)L@v/i&e& het f%onM them jin the mehmAmng, a@(i@)LJZA/n@g e nufe,
bhe noticed that it made them lQewadL and &@3/% fm hewns. She ewpeeite& Ao Aee
them lean against the pillears of the shed in their Languid processes of
JZ/Lgd@S)t/L@m. Find she fnew quite welll that %0% cmgfx)t te be @M/A/UZ/% A@mi%mg
and f@h,ag/\/r\g abont, /Lf }(’/Aeﬂi weke to ceme fo Yy g@@& BS6 she decided to Ghve Hhem
thein hot food at night, and fet them aleep om jit. Which she did. Buct it made
me &Affeﬂwee.



Wear comditions, agajim, weke vevy M/r\fa\f@m}m@/Qe e /pcw,b‘)v/%—ﬁeepm‘g. Food was
searce and bad. And when the ‘(Daflfﬁmgjxi éav/i/r\(g Bl woas /IM/@VAeJZ, the f@w/Q/A
@@/eii/inm)teﬂ/% )Lefu/e&e& e e Ho bed ab winal, abount nine o'clech n the dummer—
time. ‘ZTIWt el /Qajte exv\@w\‘gjx, jindeed, f@ﬂn %dne w-ad e /Pwee )t/L/U ﬁ’w% mrelve M)W\Jt
wh and a/e&eop Now ;b&v% @f»ednwaM wallled ahonnd, without d6 much «b
tlancing ot the bavn, wntil ten eefoch on Later. Beth Banford and March
disbelieved jin ,%m'm@g f@;)n worh alomne. ‘ﬂ»mi warnted o head en take 4 @/l‘;eﬁe—)uixﬁe
i the evening, on perhaps March wished te paint cownilinest dwans on
@@&eeﬁa/w, with Preen @a@ﬁg&@mﬁ, oh else make o marvellows f/i)be—é(%ew @%
procedsed of elaberate cabinet werh. Fer she wab a ereature of odd whims and
wnbatisfied tendencies. But from alll these things she was prevented bay the

QMMQ f@wﬂA.

One evil there was greater than any other. Bailey Farm was o Little
homedtead, with ancient weeden barn and Low- @ga@ﬁe& fm—k@w@se, /Q/!dt/\/r\g Just
ome f/LeM )wvv\@ve& fm’“‘ ]bke e&@ge @f %e w@@&. Aince %e A6 )tﬁua f@x W4l 4 &W(‘M\.
He camtied off the hens wnder the very neses of Mareh and Banford. Banford
wonld start and stare threugh her big spectacles with all her eyes, a8 ancther
%Mmﬁ and J%ddcdb tooh /p/QAee at her heels. Too Latel Anether white s‘ie@gl{@m
gone. It woad W%M%A/r\g

They did whet they conld to nemedy it. When it became permitied to shost
fexes, thery stoed sentinel with their guns, the twe of them, at the favowred
howrd. But it wad no @g@@éz. The f@x wal tee %M/Leﬁ (f@% thewm. b6 ancther Yyeak
passed, and ancther, and they were Living en their Lesses, as Barford said.
They let their farm-house ene sunmmer, and retired te Live in a reifuway-
nge ﬁ)w/'t oy &ep@é/tjte& oA a deht @f @M]ﬁ—jx@%e A 4 comnel, @f }ije f/LeM. This
amanded ;tkw and jxeﬂjpeeﬂ )tke/i)af/i/wme%. N ore ]bke ,Q%é, }fj»/\mgé ﬁ@@ﬁetﬁ &M

@%ﬁﬂl@m{gl& ﬁ)\wot wele WAMJUW bef)»e best @f fw/n&@, becanse %mf@&&, %@M@gf»
metveus and delicate, wab o warm, gereround onf, and Mareh, though e odd and
absent in herself. had o strange magnanimity, yet, im the Long selitude, they
wete apt to become o Little initable with ene ancther, tired of one another.
Mareh had f@M—fAfW @f the werk te do, and %@M@Q;jt she did net mind, there



seemed me relief. and it made her eyes flash ewrionsly semetimes. Then
“Bmf@&eﬁ, feeﬁmg mete metve-wohn than ever, wenld fecome JZ%/pfamJZwi, and
Mareh wenld A/p%ﬂc MM o her. ‘ﬂxwf beemed to be /Q(g/e&/i/r\g g)ugwmﬁ, Semehous,
ﬂ@és/w(g f»@@e oA the momths went @%. There alome in the f/LeMA @y the wood, with
the wide connthy éi}be/tekm(g helllow and dim te the ronnd hills @f the Wehite
Herde, in the fM distance, %Mj seemed te have to Live tee much @ff thembelves.
There was m@)dx/i/ng to ﬁeep them wp--wr\& me j»fﬂoe.

The f@c &%/QM exa/ewdwte& thew both. b boon ab }%«4{ had fet the f©w/Q/é out, Am
the ea)db% Auwpmel, mehmnings, %v% had to take their Jurd and ﬁee/p gm& and
then afajm ad deem ad evening @egm Ao mellow, bef)wd% At g6 6mee moke. Aond e
wad de 4. He slid along in the deep grass; he was difficult as o serpent to see.
Fnd he deemed to eirewmvent the @gMM &eﬁ/x@e’wteﬂ/lf. Once o twice Mareh had
w@gfut M{gfui @if the white tip c@f his wsh, on the )w«My shadenw @f b i the
eﬁe@p Dhads, and she had /Qe}tf/i)be at him. Bt he made ne acconnt C»(f Hhis.

One evening Mareh was standing with her Gack te the sunset, her gun wnder
herwnm, her hein pushed wrder her cap. Bhe was half watehing, half musing. gt
wad her condtant state. Hen eves were heen and ebdervant, but her irnner mind
fook me metice of what she darr. She wad afuvays Lapsing inte this odd, rapt
Mtate, j&db w@mﬁ}t Mﬁ}tdn /@S(Ubewe& wr) It wad a %M%/C/L@m wjxe)bkdb Me -6l %dte,
a@W/wf% cendeions @&d@sw/c, oh mef.

The theed om the w@@ﬁ—e&ge wehe o darkish, Grownish Preen im the fw@ /Q/Lgi» -
(f@)b At w6l %e end @f @%M@gw/c. GBW%CM\OQ, ﬁ)xe mabed, e&TJ/PdL—QVA,ﬁe QM]@M and Limbs
@if the pire treed shene in the air. Nearer the Mm‘gl{ Dhedd, with its /QCQ/V\(g,
brewmish stalls afl a@gﬂm el fw@ @f /Q/'L@G)lﬁ. The f@wﬁ/& wehe hovnd abeut-—the
duchs were s duwimming on the pond wnder the pine trees. Mareh looked at
it ol dare it ol and did met see it. Bhe heard Gﬁimf@&& ézpwﬁ/vr\g to the f@w,%
jon the distance——and she did et hear. What 10ab she ﬁ)vwﬁmg abount? Heaven
frnewd. Hen condeionsnedd wad, «b it were, held back.

Me K@deeJZ ILUL U%% A/r\& AM(QoQ%ﬂJ% Ao )b&e f@»x. He -6l ,Q@@ﬁ/i/v\g M/ta at den Her
chjin woas /p&%/ée& doron, and his W%e/é wrele ,Q@@ﬂo/t/r\mg wtv 31&?7% et et e/%%} Hnd



he brew her. She was Apeﬂ,%(swﬂ——éfxe brnew he brnew her. So he Loohed into her
eyed, and her sent (fa/'u@e& her. He e hen, he wad not dannted.

She éﬂw@g’gﬁe&, e@mfweM bhe came te I»meﬁf, and Baro fim Mﬂu/tﬂ\(g @ff wjith
o ﬁewp/es evel dome faﬂ&w @@Mgfx/e&, Mo, /wprJZem)t Jumps. Then he gMeeoQ evel
his shevder, and ran A«wfmﬂxﬂﬂa& AAAY. She saw his brsh held smecth Like «
f%%\% bhe Barr his white buttochs twinkle. And he 1oas Jone, /A@fﬂblf, /@\@)f/f o
Hhe roind.

Bhe put her gun to her shonlder, but even then puwrsed her mouth, bnowing it
w-al nerdende te @&eﬂcm& e (f/i)be. 86 she 69,5% to roalh /A,Qc»wﬁf% gfidb hiw, jin the
diection he had geme, tlowly, pertinacionsly. She expected to find him. In
her feart she was determined to fird him. What she weuld do when she sar
fim again she did net consider. But she was determined te find him. So she
wallled a@éme)te&% about o the e&@ge @f the wood, with wide, vivid darh eyes,
and a fajnt flnsh in her cheeks. Bhe did not think. dn strange mindlessmess
She wallied A/L%dn and ﬁ)vtiwxdb

At Last she became aware that %mfm& -6l (%,Umg her. She made an eff@hﬁ @f
attention, twined, and gave deme ot c@(f dereaming calll in andwer. Then afain
she was striding off towards the homestead. The red sum was setting, the forfls
wee hetiring towards their reest. She watched them, white ereatwres, tlack
eheatured, ga%dn/i/v\(g Ao the barn. She watched them 4@&% ovnd, witheowt deeing
them. But her atomatic intelligence teld her when it was time te shat the
dooh.

She went jindeers to Buppel, which %Aﬂ\@f@%& had set on the table. %wrtf@k&
chatted easily. Mareh seemed to Listen, in her distant, manly wary. She
antwered o brief werd mow and then. But all the time she was a8 if speflbonnd.
Hnd ab doom ab Anppelr wad evel, She rose againte o ent, witheut Banging wM.

She tooh her gum afain and went o fooh f@& the f@x. For he had /Q/Lf)te& his eyel
wpc»m jue)L and ILA/A ﬁm@w/i/v\(g {ooh Seemed o f\,ﬁ\fe entered jxdb bhajin. Me did ret se
much think of him: she wes possessed by him. She sawr his derh. shrewd.



wnabashed eye looking inte her, bnewing her. She felt him invisibly master
her apirit. Bhe hrew the wary he lowered his chin as he looked wp, she bnew his
Mggﬁe, %e g&MEA\ browom, and the g)w%/\/e&f» wﬁ/ute. Hnd aga/im she Barw djim
gMce over his shenlder ot her, /\w@f AIVARANG, fwﬁf centempinend and
conming. o she went, with her preat startled eves glowing, hen gun nnder her
m, aﬁ@w\(g the rwood e&@ge. Mearwhile the m/L(gfx)t feu, and 4 gk%i meen helde aleyve
the pine Hreed. fnd agaim %mfm& w-al (%JU&M\S

6 she went indecrs. She was silent and @WA/% She examined her g, and
cleaned i, mnbing a@éﬁma)ﬁe&% @y the Wﬁk{gﬁi Then she went et agajnm,
wnden )bke @({)L%]t meemn, 16 Jee /Lf evdmﬂ%mg N )L/L‘gfl)ut. When she saro )bke dark
chedts @;f the pine treed againt the blocd-red /@Sﬁ/l;, afaim her heart beat o the
f©x, bene(f@»x. She roanted to f@M@w D, with her gu.

It wad dome JZM{/A @ef@he she mentioned the affam Fo %mfm&. Then /waM
ome e\f%/i/r\g M»e /AaAJZ:

The fox wad night ot my feet om Saturdary night.

Where?' said Banferd, her eves opening behind her spectacies.
When § stoed just above the perd.

“DAd you fire?' eried Banford.

Ne, § didn't!

Wehry mot?

Wehry, § was to much dunprised, § duppese.

It wab j’/ke Aame @M /A,Q@wv, Q/@(‘LC@/A/'L(D, -/ @f /A/pee(bk JVLM@K fﬁ//QAM%/lJA j\m& %mf@&&
stared at her Priend for o few moments.

'@y@m Barw him? she erjied.



Oh yes) He was Looking wp ot me, cooll as anything.

Yl yon,’ enied Banfeord--the cheekl Theyre net afraid of ws, Nellie!
'Oh. no.' sajid March.

Pitry you didn't get o« shot at him.' seid Banford.

‘Yo't it a /p/ufﬂad Jve been ﬂ@@ﬁ/im@g f@& him ever since. Bt  don't duppese helll

Come 46 meak aga/'m\.'
§ dent suppose he will) said Banferd

Srd she proceeded to forget about it except that she waes mere indignant then
ever at the /'vv»«@m&wee @f the @e@g‘ga)c. Mareh alse was met condeiond that she
%@u(gfut @f the f@% Bt whenever Me(feﬁﬁ Jjonte her M&f—wm@g when she wab
i\/ﬂ/ef hapt and Iwﬁf /im}te/u/'t@gmﬂ/lf amrae @f bt M/ée& wnder her vidion, then
it wah the fex which semehow dominated her wncondeionsness, possessed the
blank half of her musing. SAnd g6 it was for weeks, and months. No matter
whether she had been @/Q/i/w@/i/r\g the treed fm the wp/pﬁ% oh @wtmg dowmn the
Last C@(f the damsens, ox wj»eﬁ)xdc she had been &Ag(g/lﬂ\g eut the diteh (f)L@ww %ﬁ
&M@ﬁ-@@m&, 6l eﬁw)m'/r\g out the barn, when she had fMMezﬁ, oh when she
émkgjxi%eﬁ jxd%&e,@f, and /pm/@ljxe& Me w/\/@&/t)/é @(f ILUL IWA)L ANy aga/i/r\ (f)ug/m Ae)p
f@&e&%&, and @Merﬁ wh her menth agajom o e odd, serewed fa/%/t@m, much toe
o{d for her yrears, there was Auwre to come ever her mind the old spell of the fox.
b it came when fe wad ﬁ@@ﬁ/\m@g at her. 3t wab b /L(f she condd smell him ot
these times. And it always reewnred, at wnexpected moments, just a4 she wwas
geing to dlleep at might, ot just o she wad powring the water into the tea-pet to
make tea--it wad the fox, it came ever her Like o pell.

b6 the months /rM/MSeJZ. She st Looled f@% him MC@M@/L@»MQ/% when she went
;t@wa)i&é )bfue w@@cQ. He jw& become « /Ae]t/tqe& effe@i Am AQL A/p/UL/L}t, o Atate
@Wwﬂ/\f established, mot continuons, but aﬁmm/% heCMAng. She did net
e what she fe,@/t ol ;bk@mgfx;t: @m\ﬁf% the State came over her, a8 when he {oohed
at her.



The menths pa/e&/éeoq, the dark everin 98 canme, f»ea\mé, darh Neovember, when Mareh
went about im IL/L[gIL beets, anhfe &evp i wnd, when the /r\/Lngxi @egm teo fw@ at
fm e'cloch, and the JZW% mevek /rJ)L@VIDdLM darmed. Both gMM dreaded these times.
fﬂ}»@% dreaded the almest continmons darhness that %Ve/Q@/pe(ﬁ them en their
desefate Little form mear the woed. Banford was physically afraid. She was
afraid of tramps, afraid fest semeone shouwld come prowling areund. Mareh was
et 86 mumeh an/LJZ a3 M@@mf@k/&a@ﬂe, and disturbed. She feﬁi We@mf@&i and
leom jin ol her phrysigue.

Usnallig the e girls had tea in the sitting-room. March Lighted o fire ot
dush, and /pwt o the wood she had (J»@/p/pe& and Barved &M/m\@g the JZW% Then the
/Q@r\g evering wad im f%m)h dark, soddern, Glach eutside, ,Q@me,@% and hather
oppreddive indide, o Little dismal. Mareh was comtent met to talk, Gut %mfm&
corld mot heep still. Merely Listening to the wind in the pines outside o the
Mip of water, wad too much for her.

Ore ev%/i/r\g ]l’j»e @Q)A}L/QA I\/MQ M/J»eAZ WP )%e )twr@/wpé Am )bke Z/Ut(’/k%, and @.MM&A
hed put o her honse-shoes, and takhen wh a el @f crochet-worh, which she
worled ot éﬁ@wﬁﬂf f&@fm time te time. Ao She ,pr/@&e& Jjnte dillence. Qﬁwrx(fc»&& Mared
at the red f/l)ie, which, @e/i/y\g @f woed, needed condtant attention. She wasd
ﬁf)wuﬁ to @eg/im Ao head foe eé)bﬁ/% becanse her wfd@& worfd not bear Ay Sthajin. Bo
she Bat /Am/i/r\cg at the fMe, ,QA/M%A/A@Q; to the distant sounds, dovnd @f cattle
/Q@)w/i/r\g, @f o dufl, ixewnf moidt wind, @»f the nattle @f the evening thaimn om the
Little M/’LQAM/% N3 fm @@ff. She was almest fa/e&e/ima/ce& @naa the red g,Q@w @(f the
fire.

e

Buddentny both girls stanted, and Lifted thein heads. They heard a foetstep—-
Wiﬂm@iﬁ/\f af@@)wtop. Gﬁwn(f@&& necoifed im fw)a. Mareh steed /QA/M%Amg Then
Mm&,@% M)\e WMJ)LCMO/K&Q %e &@@’L /‘dw}t /Qe& inte %e ﬁ/'t/‘tdxw. St %e bdame time
%t’/lot heard the f@@M/_tVVP/A %/P/P)L@W«O/K the back dooh. (ﬂ)\wf wajted o second. The
back door @/Pme& /@Sc@f,‘tﬁ%. %mfm& Jave o lend . A man'd veice daid /A@fﬂf%:

'Helllol'



Mareh recoiled, and teok o gun from a cormer.
VUehat do Apon want?' she enied, in o sharp voice.
Again the seft, deftly-vibrating men's veice said:
Hellel What's whong!

J shafl shoet! eried Mareh. Whet do you want?

'@VFM Wk@i’é w&@m@g? QWf\/ai'é w&@m(g(?' Came %e 4@f}t, w@m&db/i/r\[g, wtkdb deared
veice: and f%@wvr\g /A@/M/Ldn, w/L% A/\/@S Aw\m{f ﬁ/’b}t 6m I\/AA back, advanced Jnnte jl'jxe

dim Light.
'@WM,' he 8aid, whe Lives here then?
We Live here, 4aid March. What do Youm want?'

'@jx!' Canne j’jxe ,Q@/r\[g, me,Q@eﬂ/L@M, w@;/v\eﬁdrm@/fe (f)c@mx ]bke /li@;l/vr\g é@M/LdL. "Deesn't
William Grenfel Live here then?’

!N 6——6u frow he doesrn't.

Do 4?2 Vo 2  don't, You dee. He did Live here, becanse he was wy gm&fa%a
and § Lived here We&f@fk\fe Yealh afe. Wehat's become c»(f him then?

The Yoy Anam——6X, nicm/tf», fm he wordd net e more than twentry--mow
advanced and stoed in )bke Anne JZ@@»)MAM/%. March. ahw&af wnder %e /i/r\(f,QAAemce
of his strange, soft, medulated veice, stared at him speflfounnd. He had o nuddny,
nowndish face, with fairish hair, vather long, flattened to his forchead with
Aweat. HAA Ulot% awrele @/QAAe, and le/lot Q&A(glbt and M/M/P On jvl/é (Jueeﬁ/@\, omn %e
f&%l{ }MM%Z/!JL Mim were f/i/r\e, fa/UL Iw/\)!/é Like « down, but Mw)r/[?e)u K7 Lave fv\m\ 4
sightly glistening look. Having his heavry sack on his shewlders, he steoped,
%}M)t/i/ng his head fc@)wm)uﬁ His hat 1w Loese in one fhand. He stared @)L/ngx/t&/%,
very keenly from ginl e ginl, particolerly at March, whe steod pale, with
great dillated eyes, im her bellted cont and puttees. her heir hnotted im « big



eridp hnet behind. She still had the gun in her hand. Behind her, Banford.
clinging to the sefa-atm, wad shrinking awary, with half-averted head

J thought wy prandfather st Lived here? § wender if he's dead.

“Wee've been jxdie f@;& %)Lee %MM" /@M/\XQ %mf@&&, wk@; el @ecg/i/r\m/im[g A6 hecover
heor wits, seeing something bonish in the round head awith its rnather Lomg,
Aw%]f/% hoajr.

Thiee npearsl You don't sany s6! And yow den't hnosr whe wad here befere youn?
§ hnew it wad am old man, whe Lived by himself.

Ayl Yed, that's him! And what became of him then?

He died. § bnow he died.

Ayl He'd dead then!

‘Zﬂ{e /licc;l/x% /M,a)LeeQ at ﬁ)xw w/Lﬁ)L@M]t dwm@g/\mg e@z/Q@M o e)t/P)Ld@VA/L@m. é{f j»e jm& Ay
expresdion, besides o alight baffled floch of wender, it wab eme of sharp
cwnisdity comcening the twe ginls; sharp, impersened cwnissity, the
canisdity of that rownd yowng head.

But A Mareh he was the fox. Whether it was the thrusting forward of his
head, en the gﬁ/i/e&)tw @if f/i/r\e whitish hairs en the )quf% cheel-Gonesd, or the
bright, heen enes, that can mever be daid: Gut the bory was to hen the fox, and she
condd not dee him etherwise.

How Ad it you didnt hnow if yowr gm&fa%a wad aljive oh dead? aslled
Banford, recovering her natwral sharpness.

'@%/li, Hhat's it )Leyt&/te& the A@fiﬂ%—@&w)f/&m{g f%@uﬁ)u. "’y@m dee, SJ@MeJZ wp Am
Ganada, and § hadn't heard f@»}c thiee o f@m Yyeard. 9 han Aoy Ao Ganada.'

'ond now fave you @jm/@s)t Corme f&@m« France?'



Well-~from Baloniha reallny.

There wab a pande, nebodry knorwing quite what te dary.

'S youtve newhere to go mow? said Banferd nather Lameln.

Oh, § know dome people in the village. Anyhorw, § can go to the "Buwan'.
You came en the taimn, § duppose. Would yon Like to 4it dewn o 6it?
“Well--g dom't mind.

He gave an odd Little proan as he duonng of f his bit. Banford looked at March.
Put the gin down, she said. Well make a cnp of tea.

Ay daid the yeuth. “We've seen encugh of nifles.

He dat down hather tired on the sefa, leaning forward.

Mareh recovered her Phrebence @if wjirnd, and went inte the Litchen. There she
heard ﬁ)»e /A@;f)t Young v eice fvvw\/é/\/r\g

Well, to think 9 sheuld come bach and fA/MQ ot Like thisl' He did not seem sad,
ot at all--enlay nather interestedly swrprised.

'@%m& wj\,a]t 4 &&ff%wee An )bfue /P,Qnee, e&?' ke (Ec@mi/i/rwxe(ﬁ, ,Q@@ﬁ/i/r\g )LCMA/V\JZ %e

LI
'(’Q@M bee a4 Jl&ﬁfdpwce, de /laL(MA(?' Baid GBM\f@)LJZ.
'ﬁy%——&(m\% gr

His eyes were wnaturally elear and bright, theugh it was the brightness of
abvondant jxe@@ﬁk



Mareh wad budy in the hitehen preparing ansther meal. $t was about seven
o'cloch. Al the time, while she was active, she was aii%&/’\m[g e the ﬂf@w\% Am
the Aitting-hoom, net b6 wunch /Q/i/e&]t%/i/r\g e what he daid b feeﬁ/i/r\(g the é@f)ﬁ TN
of his veice. She primmed wp her mouth tighter and tighter, puckering it a8 if
it were dewed, im her effort to heep her will wppermest. Yet her Large enes
dilated and glowed in spite of her: she Lost herself. Rapidly and carelessln she
mepmdl the meal, entting Mge chuns @zf bread and wergaime —f@»)n there wad
e butter. She vached her rain to think @f /ex@m\e;t&mg else to /tami on the )t)w/%~~
she had @m\ﬁ/l(f bread, marferine, and Jems and the Larder woas bare. Unable e
comjute M\/%]tkm@g wh, She went into the A/Ut)t/i/r\g—)n@@m with her ﬂw/lf

She did net want to be neticed. Above ol she did ot want him te looh at her.
But when she came jin, and was @’“/‘W Aefting the table qu/evt behind him, he
pfled bimself wp from his sprawling, and turned and Looked ever his shewlder.

éfxe became /IM/QE and woan.

The /%CMA](’/A watched her as she bent ever the table, loohed at her 4lim, well-
shapen fegs, at the belted coat dropping sronnd her thighs, at the fnet of dark
bair, and bis coniosity, vivid and widelny alent, was again arested bay her.

The ,wap wah Shaded with &Mﬁ—@g%ew shade, b6 that the J&/L@g/ﬁ wad Hrewn
dowrwards and )bf»e wMadL Iwﬁf @f be»e noom wad dim. HAA fa@e meved @M@gfut
wnder the Mgﬁi bt March Loomed Mw&@wy jin the distance.

Bhe tned rownd, but hept her eves sidewarys, dopping and Lifting her dark
Lashes. Her month wnpuehered 4 she daid to Banford:

Weill You pouh ount?
Then she went inte the Litchen afafim.

'"Have /!lfcw)i tea wjue)Le Yoir e, w/iﬂﬂ /%CMAG?' MA& %mf@&& te ,‘l’/ke %@M%——’M/Q%é
/lomm'(ﬁ Md’jx% come 16 ﬁke M@/Qe.'



Well,' 4aid he, 'dm nice and %fmf@)uta@/@e here, aren't 92 4 will have it here, /Lf
You don't mind.

'There's /r\@}bk/lm,g but bread and JW" she 8aid. Fnd she /rmjc his /p,Qa/te om 4 Stoof
@y him. She was vely M/I’)/% mew, wa/u‘:/i/r\g on him. For she loved company.
Hird mow She wab me mote anAJZ @f hiw than /Lf he were her erom youngel
brether. He wad buch o @@mf.

'@}\F e,Q,Q/Le,' Me M,U&e&. '$ve /P@Me& You 4 @,WP et

Mareh appeared im the docrwary, tosk her ecnp, and sat down i o cormer, as far
Prom the Light a8 pessiblle. She was very sensitive in her bnees. Having ne
sints te cover them, and @e/m\g f@&ee& te At with them @@,QJUU% ex/p@éeeﬁ, she
Amffdte&. She srank and shrank, Mying met te be deen. And the /%@Mﬁ)»
é@mﬁm@g {ow on the conch, gMGe& wp at hen, with ﬁ@m@g, Memﬁ% perethating
fooks, 1l she was almest ready o disappear. Yet she held her cnp Gallanced,
she dranh her tea, derewed wh her month and held her head averted. Hen desine to
be invisible was se Atremg thoat it quite @ﬁffﬁeﬂ the /%CMA%. (?Hefeﬁ/t he condd net
dee fen Miﬂm@iﬁy. She deemed Like o shadow within the shadow. And ever his
eyed come back Ao her, searching, wnremitting, with wneendeions fixed
attention.

Mwwjx/&e jxe w64 Mﬁﬁm@g Ac»fﬂ/vf and éw@@%ﬁ/% te "Bwrf@k&, wfx@ ,Qwecﬁ /r\@)bk/i/r\(g
86 munch a8 gossip, and whe was full of perkny interest, Like o Gind. Also he ate
Mgeﬁf% and %meb% and V@MG/L@MQ/%, b6 that March had to cut more chunhs Gif
bread and margarine, for the ronghness of which Banford apelogised.

'Oh, well,! 4aid Mareh, suddenly speaking, if there's mo bustter te put on it if's
PN g@@& )Umﬂ/r\(g te malle Jla/vr\i/lot /p/LeeaA.'

@%ga/'m\ )tKe /%@m]bk Mm)tej»e& jde, m& fue ,Qm(gfxe& w/ub& 4 /QSWMM\, CLM/L@ﬁ M{gjx
showing his teeth and wrinkling his nose.

't isnt, Ad At jxe andwered n IL/\/ei /étgf)t, medl Voice.



It appeared he was Cornish by Guth and wpbringing. When he was twelve
Yyeald old he had come to GBWL/QM‘; Fahm woith his (gm&fa%e)n with whem he had
nevek, a‘g)nee& vevy welll. S he had nan amray e Ganada, and worhed fM Aty jm
the West. Now he wab here-—and that was the end @f At.

He wad Very entiouns abewt the gA/LfZ/e& e fm& ount eme;tﬁf% whvat ﬁnwf wele JZ@Wr\g
His questions were these @f “ fm @f@mﬁ»; acute, ,PMGi/L(%/Q, o Little «n@@ﬁ/lm@g.
He wad very wunch amuded @y their attitude to their Losses: fC»)L bew% wele
amuding on the deore of heifers and fowls.

'Oh, well. brobe in March, we don't believe jin L'L\f/i/rxg f@& m@%/i/r\@g but roorh.

"Deon't %@M?' Ixe Mwe)be&. @A(m\& aga/im %e %M/U@ﬁ /%C"W'\(.g Mg& Came GYel ILA/QS (faee.
He hept his eves steadilny em the obscure woman in the cermer.

Bk wohat will Youm do when yeun've whed wp o yeuh (wp/ut@ﬁ‘?' he 8aid.

'Oh, § don't hnorw,' arduered Mareh /Qa%m/'w/ay@f. 'Hire oardefved ont f@h Land-
wonkerd, § dnppose.’

'@y%, bt }(’/Adbe won't be iy &WW/Y\JZ (f@& A G REn M&—w@kﬁm MO )bke a4
over,' daid the afcm/‘b/{.

'Oh. we'll see. We shall hold om a bit /Q@»/r\@gdc et Baid March, with « ?ﬂmgfm\i
holf-sad, half-irenical indifference.

'There weanth o man abount ]l;Ae /P,Qace,' Aaid /tke /%cm% A@f)tbf.
%mf@&& bt out Mgﬁm\g

"Tale cate wfw)t Youm 4&4/%,’ Me M)thM/IJ)teoQ. “Wee c&M/quL @M)t/féeﬂv% %M/che
efficient.

'Oh, come Mareh's sleow /p,QMge/r\/i veice, 't At 4 calde @f eff/te/ter\@/%, I
af)w'uﬁ. ﬂf yeu're geing to do fmmg Yo mundt be ot it f)n@fm mehming AL m/Lgfut,
and youn /yn/LgA}t b well be a beast /%@Wweﬁf.'



Yes, that's it, said the youth. You arent willing te put yewrselves inte it
We aren't,' daid March, 'and we fnerw it
“Wee w-ant dome @f e time f@h oundelved. daid cﬁmf@&&.

‘fﬂ}w /%@m% ]l'jvnew jvi/yv\éeﬁf back on ]fjxe Aota, jx/&/@} faee )t/ngL]t w/uwx M‘gjx]tdb, and
Langhed silently but therewghly. The calm seern of the girls tickled him
MW%&@M/@LQ/%

"’y%,' he said, but wM did youn @eg/w Hhen?'
'Oh.' said March, we bad « better ©/P/l/r\/L®/r\ @f ﬁ)»e Mature ©f ffwr/% %% ijw/n we

iw\fe momr-.'

'@f Noature a,Q/cc»ge}bkdc, m %f))r/n/uﬁ' Baid GﬁSwvxf(g)uﬁ. "Den't M,Qﬁ 1o me abount
Noatuwre.!

Agajin the face of the youth tightened with delighted Lavghier.

You haven't « very high opinion of fowls and eatile. have you?" he seid.
'Oh me--quite a Low one,' baid Mareh.

He Langhed cut.

Nejther fowls non heifers, said Banferd, nen goats mor the weather.

The aicmﬁx brolle inte a Mw)r/p W @(f /ngfx)tdb, &eﬁ/t(gj»/ce&. The @gA)L/Q/A @egwr\ to
Mgﬁ Ho6, March thming abide her (fa@e and w)LMLQMg her mounth jin
aunbement.

'Oh. welll. said Gﬁmf@%(ﬁ, e dom't mind, do we, Nellie?'

'WWNo.' daid @NLM@A e don't mind.!



The /%@M]fjx wad very /p,eea/@Se&. He had eaten and dunk his f/ﬂ %mfm& @egm te
%M%}t/wm him. Hib rome wad (?HM\)I/% g’&wfeﬁ——m@), he was ot called %)!/!/%
uvangs Hewy. He continned to anduer with cowrtesns simplicity, grave and
G/fw)m/im@g. March, whe was net ineluded, cast ,Qm[g, Mo gﬂwncd@s ot him f&@m
her necess, o he sat there e the sofa, his hands elasping his hnees, his face
wnder the JZWYWP @)L/L‘gjhi and aflent, tuwrned te %mf@k&. She became almost /peaeefm,q
at Last. He wah A&w/f/tf/te& with the f@X“MGQ he woas here in fwu Predence. She
meeOQ net gfg af)ﬁdb fv\m\ Ay Mmehe. i’ﬁxe)be A ﬁ}»e Mw&@w @>f fde comel M»e gave
Ihdz/ée/qf Wf’ A6 4 weahm, )LGQAXE(Q /pwee, aﬂmx@é]t Q/Lﬂce é/Qeeer, a@@?vp]t/i/r\g ]w&e /eﬂ/tnew& ;bfw;t
wad on her. But she wished to remain hidden. She was CM\M (fmﬁw at peace
whidst he f@&g@t her, M/Qﬁ/i/r\g te %mfm&. Hidden in the shadow ®f the corner,
bhe meed met VY mohe be divided jim Adr/éeﬁf, Pying e ﬂcevp wp e /r)/me%& @if
cordeiondneds. Me condd ot Last Mée Annte )bke edowt, @f ]bke f@x.

Fon the youth, sitting before the fire in his wniferm, sdent o faint Gut
distinet edewr inte the reom, indefinable, Gut semething Like a wild ereature.
Mareh me fonger tried e reserve herself from it. She was still and seft i her
corner fike o padbive cheatire im ith cave.

At Last the tall duoindled. The afw)tﬁ» neflaxed his @M@ @»f his firnees, /pmj&e&
l)n/i/ynée%f ]t@(ge)bkdn 4 ﬁ/Lii,Qe, and ,Q@@ﬁe& hovnd. @A,ga/i/v\ jxe became amate @;f ,ﬂ}ue
siflent, half-invidible woman im the corner.

Well.' he said wnwoillinglny. 'd suppese §d better be going, er they il be jin bed
at %e "Baan "

' ﬁf}ww& ﬁwﬂf&e i bed, M\/%@w,' daid Gﬁwr\(f@)b&. 'iﬂn%'\fe A @g@}t this
Mﬂmwg/a.'

'"Have ]l’jwytot” Ae exe,Q/a/i/meJZ. wAM\JZ Ixe /P@/r\rﬁe)ce&. '@We/Q/Q,' jne @@/r\)t/i/rwxe&, K WLQ :f/\/r\&
4 10/0/@(36 /@SMhewjdee.'

'gd dary o condd Stery here, @mﬁf%——' %mf@h& @egwr\.
He tined and watehed het, A@Wg his head fCe)wm)uQ.



Wehat?' he asled.

Oh, well,! she said, propriety. § suppose. She was rather confused.
It wenldn't be improper, wonld it?" he said, gertly swrprised.

Not ab far as were concerned, 4aid Barford.

And met ab far ah Sm concerned, he Baid, woith ghave naivete. 'After ofl, it's
WY G Ix@vme, Ama wa/%.'

Barford smiled ot this.

It8 what the vidllage will have to sany. she said.
There was a mement's (lank panse.

What do you dary, Nefllie?' ashed Banferd.

§ don't mind, said March, im her distinet tone. The villlage doesn't matter to

e, W\fk(‘@w.'

WNe.' 4aid the nfcmﬁ)x, %M/Leﬁ and é@(f)t. 'WM shonld iA? § mean, what sheunld ﬁ)xwat
émﬂ'

'Oh, well!' came March's @Mgwi Lacenic vejice, %mo" 330 ea/(,}/l,ﬁﬂf fm&
/A@«we}b/vi/r\g te Bany. But it makes no &Affdhwee what }bfw% Bany. We can ook af)thL
cundefves.

'@f comniie Yoir can, M/\,& %e %@ij\,
Well then, stop if you Like, said Barford. 'The spare room is quite readny.
His face Mhone with /PQMM&

'Sf you'he quite dure it bt M@m@ﬁm@g Yyou tee wunch, he daid, woith that Mfi
@@M)t%/% which distin @gwi/e\f/)»e& hjm.



Oh., jt8 me tronblle ther beth said.

He Leoked, smiling with delight, from ene to ancther.

I8 avfullny mice et to have to twim out agaim, ibn't it?" he deid gratefully.
'§ duppede it id.' daid Barnferd.

MMGA &/\/M/t)/taea)be& te a)t)twmﬁ )t&e Mo, %mf@»k& w6l 64 /P/Qea/éeéz WNQ %@M‘gl&]tfuﬁ
b if she had her cwn aorng brether home from France. §t gave her just the same
kind of pratification to attend on him. o get out the bath for him, and
eVeJt/Wb&/i/r\(g. Hen MMM,Q wa)wv\ﬁ)x and ﬁmﬂm%é iwcq MO A @Mj,@ei. Hond ]bke
youth fuouriated jin her sisterly attention. But it puggled him slightly to
frow that March was silently werking for him toe. She was e cwrionsly
/@S/L,Qe/r\]t and @@/Q/Lidmie(ﬁ. It beemed to A/wvx Ae jw& et )Lea,uf% deen Adb He (fe,Q/C Ae
shond met fonow her if he met her in the nead.

That might Mareh dreamed vividly. She dreamed she heard o singing eutside
which she condd ot wrderstand, a simging that reamed rownd the house, in the
f/teM/e&, and i the darhness. gt moved hen do that she fejbt she munst weep. She
went ent, and /AWMMJW She fnews it wabd the f@x Aimgimg. He wad vewy /!fe,Q,Q@w
and @)L/i/gjh/t Lifle corn. She went mearer te hjim, but he ran Aoy and ceaded
Bimging. He deemed mear, and she wanted to tonch him. Bhe stretehed out her
hand, but 4M(;QJZ%,Q/% he bt her whist, and at the dame indtant, «b she dhew back,
the f@x, Mm\/mxg neund e bovnd AN, whished fis brunsh acress her faee, and it
seemed his brunsh was en f/i)ce, f@fc it deared and buned her menth with « @g&eai
pain. She awohe with the pain of it, and Loy remblling s if she were really

éea)neéz.

In the MOUNAMG, hewever, she @m\ﬂf% nemembered it ab o didtant memehy. She
ahede and wad bundy preparing the honde and attending te the fewls. Barferd
ﬂew jnte the mﬂl@ge om hen @/L(“ﬂf("’,,@e He }U!ﬂf and @W% f@@& She was a I\@é/p/uta@ﬁe
douf. But alas, in the year 1918 there wad met much f@@& to @wlot. The nfcwﬁ)»
come dorondtaird im hid shirt-sleeves. He wad Young and f)b%jh but he roallied
with hid head thowst fc@)wm)i& 6 that his shenlders seemed rajised and ronnded,



al /Lf j»e jw& 4 /A,Q/Lgfut CrVatunhe @>f /‘fjxe é/p/i/r\e. It maust Iw\f e feen M‘M 4 anrnel
@f Qemm@g fwM&e/Qf f@h he was yeuny and VALg©)L©MA. He washed fm/vv\/e\eﬁf and
went entbide, wIL/L,Q/@S/t ﬁ)w, AWemen wele /p&vpa)c/m\(g @)Leaﬁfa/@&;t

He baw evd!/%ﬁ)»/i/r\g, and examined evelv!f%/i/r\‘g. His (UA)L/L@)/A/LW -l %M/LGQ and
A/Y\th/w@ﬂe He (ECWYWIOMG& )bl)xe Mtate @f %A/r\g/é W/L)l’jb Jbﬁw}t MJL/W/& jxe remembered
@ef'@)ne, and cadt ever im his mind the effe@/f c»f the (&/La/v\[ge/é He watched the
Jewls and the ducks, to see thein condition; he neticed the flight of weed-
pigeens everhead: they were very mumerons; he dar the few apples high wp,
which Mareh had net been able to reach: he remarfed that %v% had berrowed «
varo=pump, presumablay te emptry the big soft-water cistern which was on the
noith side of the house.

318 o frorry, dilapidated old place, he said to the ginls, as he sat at Greakfast.

His Ulfd@& wehe wide and (“/&/LMAAA w/ub& ;bkmﬁm@g abount ﬁ)u/m\@gé He did not /M/%
wunch, but ate M{ge!@f. Mareh ﬁap}t her faee wverted. Bhe, too, in the ea)iﬂ/l({,
mehming conld met be aware @if him, ﬁ»@m@gﬁx é@meﬁ’vim@g about the (g/QM\/f @(f his
khabi reminded her of the brilliance of her dream-fox.

Davring the day the girls went abeut their Gusiness. dn the merning he
attended to the g, shot o rabbit and o wild dnek that was fﬁ/%/\/r\g fw‘gfu
i@mm)u% }t/xe w@@(ﬁ. ifl@t W-6A 4 @g)b%)t a&&/ii/b@m te %e eva/f/% /QM)MQGL jﬁe ‘gA)LJZ/A (feﬁ)t
Hhat ﬂ/Q)L%&/% he had earmed his ﬁeevp. He baid m@%mg abeut fleav/i/n@g, hewever.
In the ﬁfidw@@m he went 1o the m%(ge. He came bach ot tea—time. He had the
dame afert, fc@mm&—)bead»m@g Looh om his rowndish fa@e. He fum\@g his hat om
peg with o Little swinging sestne. He wad thinking abowt semething.

Urell,' he said to the gnls, as he sat ot table. “What am § going to do?
Houw do yon mean-—wwhat ate you going to do?' said Barford.

Where am g going to find o place in the villlage to stay? he said.

J don't fnorw,' said Banferd. Wehere do you think of staring?



Welll--he hesitated--"at the "Sroan" ﬁxv%'ve got this ﬂM and at the "ﬂjﬁwzgfx
and Hatrow" )bfueﬂf've (g@ﬂt the seldierns whe are e@,ueeim@g the M fc»)n the g
besides, jin the Tnd/wajte howses, there's ten men and « @Q)I/r)@))wﬂ ofte geﬂxe’b
billeted i the V/Lﬂ@[ge, ﬁ}u‘ﬂ‘; tell ame. g et Sure where § condd geta bed.!

He Left the matter to them. He was rather calm cbout it. Mareh sat with her
fbows en the tablle, her twe hands supperting her ehin, Looking ot him
M@@M@A@MM. émwwﬁnf he /Q/Lf)teﬁ his clonded (lue wf%, and Mmﬁ)x/vr\ﬁm‘g
locked straight inte Mareh's eyes. He wad staitled ab well as she. He, foo,
necoiled o Little. March feﬁ)ﬁ Hhe Aame é!@f, Ravnting, ﬁm@wmg A/[M)Lﬁc f&ewp ount C=>f
his eypes, ab he twimed his head aside, and fall into her soufl, a4 it had follen
Prom the dark ees of the fox. She pursed her mouth as if im pain, ab if atleep
A66.

'@We!UL J don't frorw,! %mf@&& el /eSﬁ/%/\/Y\g éke Seemed )ie/QAAGM)t, a4 /Lf /M)Le awrele
szmﬁ @(f %mg /i/vace/@&eeﬂ wpenm. She leohed ot March. But, with her weal,
tronbled sight, she enly ot the npunal semi-abstraction on her friend's face.
Uehry dent you dpeak, Nellie?' she said.

Bt Mareh was wMe—vyvaLer and sillent, and )tke /%cwx)tk, al /%f @f%@/iﬂ%}te&, oY)
watehing her woitheut meving his eyes.

'g@; om——anduwel é@wej’,&/\/r\g,' M/uﬁ %ﬂf@&&. @Am\& @Mmd{ Mvr\etﬁ IM'JL ju%&
sightly aside. o8 if coming Ao combeioundneds, b Buying fo come fo
condeiondnedd.

“Wehat do yow expeet me to day?' She ashed mi@w}t/'uwﬂblf.
Bary what youn think) said %mfm&.
'8 ol the dame to me, daid March.

And again there was silence. A peinted ,Q/Lgi\)t Seemed o be on the bory's erges,
?wei)mi/i/r\ g Like o needle.



'Bo it b te me.' baid Barnferd. You can dtep om here Af ryou Like.

A dmile Lile « ennming Little ﬂme came over hid fa@e, ém&&wﬁy and
invelwntaridy. He dopped his head quicklng to hide it and remained with his
ju%& JZ&@MeJZ, jx/t/é fa@e AAX&%

'Gg?w Can /A)t@1a on here /Lf Youm {ike. @g@m can /pﬁea/@_se afcw)r/e&eﬂf, ?-Hw)mf,' ‘Bmfm&
conclunded.

At he did net neplay, but remained with his head dropped. Then he Lifted his
Face. It wad Gright with o ewrions Light, a8 if exultant, and his eyes were
sthangely elear ab he watched March. She tuned her face aside, her mewth
dnffering ab if wounded, and her condeiondness dim.

%qf@&(ﬁ became o Little /Iwggﬂe(ﬁ. She watehed the Mea&f%, /pe,Q/QMe/ixﬁ Jage c»f the
youth's eyed ab he focked at March, with the invisible smile gleaming en his
fa@e. éixe did ret fonow fu@w fue el /va/'d&/i/v\g, f@& "6 fw/w)ce moved. $t Aeemed
@”‘L'f jin the gﬁewm afmedt the gﬁkﬁ% @f the f/i/r\e hajrs om his cheels. Then he
loohed with quite a d)wm@ge(ﬁ fooh ot %wr;f@k&.

' e, he 8aid i his /@&@)f]t, conteond voice, ’%@M%e mfmﬂ&f g@c@&. “g@u'he A66
@g@@oQ. You don't want to be bothered with me, $am dure.

Cut a bit of bread, Nelliie, said Banford wuneasilny, adding: ‘944 ne bother, if
Yom ,Q/Lﬁe te /@S]ta/tot. d1s ,Q/i,ﬁe I\/@V/vr\g WY G Q)L@)/tk% Iw)ie f@& 4 few (Qﬁ/% He'd «
@@mf Like Yo ahe.

'That's mr(fuﬁ/@% Lind €9f you, the Lad )pr)te& 4§ should Like to QM% evel 46
ek, /L(f You'le Sure I rot a tronble to you.!

'No, @f contie /%@m')ie PN M@M@/Qe. K )te,u you, At 4 /pﬁea/ém)ie te IwVe A@/Ywe@@)&f% A
%e A@Me beside ourdelves, daid wa)vmi\mie& %mf@&&

But Miss Mareh? he said in hid deft voice, Leohing ot hen.

'Oh. At'A %M/L}te o &/Lgixi Y fa)b b ' concerned, daid Mareh Vagmeﬁﬂf.



His fa@e beamed, and he almest bbed his hands woith /p,QeaAMe.

Welll then.' he said. '§ showld Love i, /Lf yw'& fet me pery wy beard and fxeﬁ/p
w/'ubix )l'jxe w@kﬁ.'

You've me meed fo Aol abount board, said %mf@&&.

Ore ot two &W%A went @/%, and the a‘f@mﬁ)x é/ta/(ure& om at the fm Gﬁmf@;h& e/l
%M/ute charmed @nf him. He wab b6 /es@f]t and comiteons in /es@eeej», et wm;t/im@g e
sary musch himself, prefenring te hear what she had to sany, and to Lawgh in his
%M/Lcﬁ, fwﬁf—w@eﬁm\g wary. He f»eﬁfpe& )Lemi’/uq/lf with the werl-—but met tee much.
He Loved to be sunt alome with the om i his hards, to wateh, to see. For his
sharp-eyed, impersonal ewrieditny was indaticble, and he was most free when
he was quite fone, fw&(f—fw&&w watehin g.

Particularly he watched March. She was o shrange character e him. Hex

f/h(gwne, Like a [gMe%fm,Q young o', /p/%meeﬁ him. Hen dark eyed made é@meﬁ)viﬂ\@g
ride i i donll, with o cnricuns elate exeitement, when he fooked into them, an
exejitement he 1oal af)m/t& Ho let be deen, jit wab 46 heen and dechet. nd then her
odd, shrewd A@eeéjx wade him Mgﬁ @u;t)z/t(glut g'}fefeﬁ)t he munst o (f‘f\)bjwhdb, he was
/i/r\eV/'Lj}a@/QAf /vvae,ue& But he put arvany the %@mgiut @>f her and went ©ff towardd
%e w@c@&’/@l eoQ@ge w/'ut& /t/be @g;u/r\

The dush was faMA/r\(g b he came home, and with the dush, a f/m\e, Late
November haim. He saw the fire-Light Leaping im the wirdew of the itting-
noom, a Leaping Light in the Little eluster of the dark buildings. And he
thought to himself it wonld be o goed thing e have this place for his ewn.
Find then the /tf»w@giut entered him Ww&,@% QW“M et maky March? He steod
/@SJt/'L/Q/Q Am )l’/ke /YV\/LJM/QQ @»f )tke f/LeM f@h Aome moments, )bke JZ%JZ hab @/Li I\Mg/lm(g AMJUl
jon hid hand, avrested @404 this %@M(gf»;t. His mind waited in amagement—-it
seemed to calewlate--and then he smiled cwnionsly to himself in acquiescence.
WM net? @WM et indeed? It wad « g@@oQ iea. Wehat /'Lf Jt wad hather
nidicwfons? What did it matter? What if she was older tham he? gt didat



matter. When he %@M‘gj»i @;f her darh, statled, vidnerable eyel he smiled
AM@]tM te Ix/im\Ae,Qf. He wad @>M\'JL )wwm Me, )L%/QM He wad madter @f j»e)b

He seareely admitted his intention even te himbelf. He hept it ab o dechet
even f)L@VYV\ f»meﬂf It woah ol to6 wneertain ab yet. He would have to see how
ﬁx/i/v\g/é wemnt. Yes, he werdd have to see how ﬂn/\/r\gé went. é‘f he wasn't mefmﬁ,
She wonld Just é/wvvp,Qﬂf wmech at the idea. He hnew, /@!M and Aunltle a8 he rwad,
Hhat /Lf he went fo fer T”Q‘”M‘M and baid: ' Miss March, d love You and want
yeun o mahy me,' her inevitable andwer wonld be: 'Get ount. § don't want any @f
Hhat i@mf@@»ﬁew.' This was her attitude to men and their 'i@mf@@ﬁdv%'. gf he
wad met mefmﬁ, she wordd twm rewnd en him with her davage, sardenic
ridienfe, and dismiss him Prom the farm and Prom her owm mind for ever. He
wenld have to go gwﬁ/%. He woenld have to cateh her s Yo cateh o deer oh «
woedeoch when You go ount /@&fxc»@jcmfg. Jt's ne (g@,@& waﬁﬁm[g ount inte ;b/{ef@hde&i and
Sarging to the deer: 'Please fall te may gun' No, it 18 « slow, subtle battle.
When Nyou )L%/QM ge ont te gei a deen, yon @ga]bkdp /%®MMe,Qf i@&e}%@, Yo coil
Af@ww&ejéf jindide %@Méseﬁ(f, and you advance ée(VLe/'tQ/%, befere dawnm, inte the
mountaing. $t is net do much what Youm do, swhen youn I6 ut Iwm)t/i/r\g, b how
You (fee,Q. ﬁg@m have to be subtle and enmmning and a@é@ﬁwte,@\f fajtaxub% &%&% gt
becomed Like a(fa)te. ‘y@m @w/r\(fa)te overtahed and determined ﬁ}ne(fa)te @(f the deen
You ahe M}t/im@g. Fist @f Jf, even @ef@he You Come im M@gf»}t @f yeuh, qualiny,
there i a é}f)wm@ge battle, Lile medmeribm. “g?cw)n own doud, ad o hunten, has gome
ont te fa/esjtm o the donf @f the deet, even @efme you Jee any deer. And the sonl
@if )b[{e &edbf/bg&)f/é te %(%/Pe. Even @ef@)ce %e deer, M any woind @(f youm, At Ad b6,
It ib o dubtle, /p)ugf@wr\& battle @(f wills which takes /p,Qaee i the invisible.
Fnd it i« battle mever fmml{e& AL yenh bulllet goed home. When Youn ahe
de@@@ wonked wp te Hthe e /P/L)td)», and yow come at Last jinte hamge, ngou don't
then aim a4 you do when You ahe fMA/r\mg at « bottle. $t it AL Grom will which
canied the buflet inte the heatt @f Yok guraihy. The bullet's ﬂ/tgfut home 14«
Sheer M@@jee;tmm @f /1aL®M AN fa)te Jnte %e faie @f ,‘dxe deer. $t M/Pw/@} Like
Aupreme wish, o Aupreme act @f velition, net ab (Q@;(Qge @f elleverness.

He wad a I\Aw}%wwr\ Am /é/p/i)i/ut, net 4 fﬁ)l/YV\dL and et a soldien stuel in
hegiment. And it wad ab Young hinter that he wanted to @)L/i/r\@g down March



b hih quanny, to make her his wife. So he gathered himself subtly together,
seemed to withdrat into o kind of invisibility. He was not quite dure how he
sonld go e And Mareh was Aubpicions a8 hare. B6 he remained jin
wppeatance @jw@l)t the nice, odd éﬂw/r\ge)rnf@mﬂu A)ta/%/vr\g f@& a @»’LM/'L‘gIUt o the
/F,Qace.

He k@& been /Am/l/r\g /Qc@(gé fc»)n }b&e f/i)be Am ﬁ)ue af/fe)m\@@m. Darhness came le/%
carly. It was 81 o cold, naww mist. It was getting almost oo dark to dee. o
pile of short sawed fogs Lany beside the trestle. Mareh came to carry them
Jndoord, o inte Jbixe Mne&, Y ixe w64 @M% M/\/Y\g ﬁ}xe /Qw/é}t o g He 1w-ad w@%ﬁ/i/r\‘g
i his shirt-sleeves, and did mot motice her appreach; she came wnwillingly,
a8 if shry. He baw her steeping to the bright-ended Logs, and he stepped sawing.
A f/i)ne Like J&Agjh}f/t\/l/r\@g (fi@@w down fn/\/eﬂ /Qecg/a& Am ]bke melyes.

‘Mareh?' he said im his quiet, yomwng veice.

Bhe Loohed wp from the logs she was piling.

Yeal' she said.

He foched down en her jin the dunsh. He conld dee her met tes distinetly.
Jwanted to adh yon demething,' he said.

Did yon? What wad jiA? she said. Alreadny the fright was in herveice. But
She wab Aoo munch misthedd @f ixdx/@&e,@f

Wehry'--his vejice seemed to draw eut soft and subtle, it penetrated her merves--
by, wohat do you think it 142

Me Mood WP 10/@»@632 her hands on her ix/\/pé and Stoed Q@@ﬁmg at hjiw )meéf/txe&,
withent anduwering. A faim he bonned woith o sudden peweh.

Well,' he said, and his veice was so A@f)t it seemed nather Like « dunbtle tonch,
Like the merest tonch @>f 4 eat's parr, 4 ee,Q/i/r\Lg nather than o sevnd. Well--4
warnted o abll Yom e ey e



Mareh felt nather than heard him. Bhe was tying im vain to twin aside her
Face. A great relaxation deemed to have come ever her. Bhe stoed silent, her head
sightly en eme dide. He seemed to be berding towards her, inviaibly smiling.
It seemed to her f/vr\e Mw)nﬁ/é Came 6t @f him.

Then vey é"”MM‘M she said:

"Wen't Py anry @f Youh )t@mfcg@ﬁdz/% omn e

A quiver went ever his nerves. He had missed. He wajited « mement to collect
bimself again. Then he said, putting fl the shrange softness inte his voice,
b if he were A/vadL@@t)i/L@M shreking heen:

Uehry, it's mot tomfoolery. g1 mot Aomfoolery.  mean it § mean it. Whot
ke Yo disbelieve me?'

He dounded Mi. Ard his veice had duch o crriowns /pcwre)c oveh ek Mﬁ/\/r\(g her
feel focte and rnelaxed. She stugsled semewhere for her owm power. Bhe felt for
o moment that she was Lost--fost--Lost. The word seemed te rock im her s if
She were (Qﬂj/lﬂ\(g émwwﬂnf again Ahe é/pc@ﬁe.

You don't bnew what yon are talling about,’ she said, jim « brief and transient
strohe of deern. What nendensel §im old m@mgf»i@ be yenh mether.

Yes, § do bnorr what Jim M,Ue/m\(g about. Yes, § do.' he perdisted é@iﬂ/@%, b if he
wele /P)L@JZM@Mg his veice in her bleed. '§ fnowo quite welll what §'m MMMg
about. You're not old %@M&gf» 1o e my wether. That isnt tune. Fond what does it
watter even /L(f At wad. “yrm Can maihy me whatever age we she. Mehat 14 “fe te
wme? Fond what 14 age fo /%@M! A ge A4 /r\@ﬁ)v'l/r\(g.’

A swoen went ever her «b he conclnded. He speke rapidly--in the rapid
@@MAM» f%jx/t@m——m& AA/QS veice deemed 1o douwnd in her semewhere where she
wad helpless against it. ‘Age is nething!' The seft, heavny insistence of it
made j&db /@wm/!(,f JZWM ount )bke)be Aim bexe darfiness. élxe conld et andwek.



A g&%]t emﬁ/tam@e ,Qewpecﬂ Lide fMe over his Limba. He fe,@i he had won.

'§ want to madhy youn, you dee. WM Shovldn't 42 he /p)ugcee&e&, A@f/‘t and )Wp/\xﬁ
He waited for her to andwer. dn the dush he saw her almost phesphorescent.
Her v%e,Q/LcQ/A mrehe ‘Q)L@"P'Pe&’ del, faee fwﬁf-a\f ented and uncondeions. Me Seemed to
be i his peweh. Bt he waited, waid»qu. He dared not et touneh her.

'éa/lf }b&m,' jxe Baid, '/Mﬂf }bﬁ»w /%@m'ﬁ/Q mw)!)mf e, éa/l‘;——/éaﬂf!' He 1-ad /é@fiﬁl%
Abibtent.

'@W’j\/ﬁu]tc?' She ashed, fa/i/r\]t, fh@mm o distance, Like ene in 1%/1/& Hid voice wad now
M%Mﬁm@ﬁf% n~eal, MJZ écvifi He &)Lm le/lf el A6 jhdb

By ryed.

Oh, 9 can't,’ she wailed helplessly, half-articnlate, as if semiconseions, and
k) /Lf/i/r\ 1va/i/r\, ﬁ/&,ﬁe ome wix@ died. "How can g

You can,' he said softly, Loring his hand gertly en her showlder as she stocd
with her head averted and JZ}L@Mae&, daged. You can. Yes, Yo Cam. Whot makes
you day you can't? You com. Youn can Fond wjith 4m(wa égﬁmd@m he bent
f@)wm)uﬂ and Jm/e&/c tenched her meelk with his mowth and hid chin.

Den'Al' she eried, with o faint med vy Like hysteria, starting awary and
fa@/\m‘g hoond om jn/\/vv\ '@Wj\,ﬂi do Youm mean?' Bt /M)Le IWJZ e @}Leﬂ% te é/peaﬁ w/'utk.
It wah o if dhe was filled.

' mean what § sary,! he persisted seftly and ecmellny. '§ want ayeu to maming me. §
et yom te ryMJz)W e, @g@m Proro W]t now, don't /!fG)MG? %@M Pt W]ﬁ, mow?
Don't f‘ur@mr? Wen't /%cm‘?'

'waﬁ(’?' She said.
Konoro,' he )wpﬁ/mﬁ.
Yes,' she said. 'd know you dary d6.



And you hnow § mean it don't you?’

'§ fonewo yow dany o’

You believe me?' he daid.

Bhe was siflent for some time. Then she pursed her Lips.

§ donit hnow what § believe. she 4aid.

e yon cut there? came Banferds veice, calling from the house.
Yes, were bringing im the fogs, he andwered.

g %@ngu,‘t %@;M'& @g@”"e ,Q@)/@S/t' MMQ G?Bwr:f@)uﬁ JZA/AG@M@,Q,@ie,Q/If. 'gﬁm)z/mf M/I’) (,Q@, wm'ﬁ
come and Let's have tea. The hettle's @@A/Q/\/r\cg.'

He stocped at ence fo take an whmful of Little Logs and camny them inte the
Litehen, where they were piled jim « corner. Mareh olse helped, fillling her
wmd and camnging the Llogs on her breast ab if they were some heavy ehild. The
m/tgfgt had (faj&w eold.

Wehen the Lo 8 weke i, the twe eleaned their Gests m@A/e&/LM om the Achapel
enthide, )bl}uw wunlbed ﬁ)xw omn )wxe Anat. @NLM@A W)ﬁ ﬁ)xe door and ;t@@ﬁ @(ﬂf f»db old
felt hat--her form-gind hat. Her thick, erisp, black hair was loese, her face
w6 /fm/Qe and Strained. She /rm/@&jxe& bach her hain Vagme,@lf and washed her hands.
Banford came hwnying inte the dimdy-Lighted Litehen, to take from the even
the scomes she was heeping hot.

Wehatever have Yyoum been &@A’m@g A Ahis time?' she ashed f&eitfwwﬂf K %w@gfv‘t
You wehe mevel eeming im. And it's aged dimee you /@Si@/tv/pe& Bawing. What were
Yo Jl@;/mxg ont ]fjdee(?’

Well.,' said Hemrny, we had o step that hole in the barm to heeps the nats eut.



'WM, 4 (",@)MM dee Youm AM&\A\‘g )fjxdze A )tke M{e&. 4 e@mu dee /%@M M/\/L/t”
Meeves,' challen (geoQ %mf@k&.

Yes, § wad just putting the sarw arvary.

irkmf went in te tea. JVLMG‘/& w6 %M/L]te yunte. Hel faee el /fm/Qe M(Q /M)M/i/r\efﬁ
and Vagme. "ﬂw nf@mﬁ}», wf»@ a,QMm/&({A Kﬂ& )b&e Aame )[M&(Q/li éeﬂf—e@mjtm/ne& Looh om
his faee, o %@M@gfx he were ﬁeop/vr\[g fv\/vh/e&eﬁf te fwvv@eﬁf hed come to tea im his
shirt-sleeves b /Lf he were ot home. He bent ever his /pﬁa)te b he ate his f@@&.

'FAhen't You celd? 4aid Gﬁﬁmx(f@)uﬁ é@ﬂie(ﬁ&,@%. ' Yok shitsleeves.

e Looked wp at her, with his chin mear his plate, and his eyes vory elear,
/Pe,Q,QMe/LJZ, and WMAdeLM@g Py Ae wa/c@j»e& AUL

Ne, gm net eold he said with his wonal seft cowrtesn. ' much warmer in
indce )f'jw/r\ At b entside, you Jee.

K fxc@/pe it id, baid %qfwﬂ, (feeﬁ/i/v\g mettfed @% hinm. He had « Strange, Sunave
abbharnce and a w/i,(ﬁe—e/lfe(ﬁ @)L/Lglﬁ ,Q@@ﬁv W;t (g@ﬁ oM ihejb neryes }l’jx/\/@& ey @r\/\/v\@g

"Bt 13%%4«/[3/@\,’ he said /@k@fﬂ/xf and %M;tecw/AM, youn don't Lile me eeming 1o tea
withount my coat. § f@&g@;{ hat.!

'Oh. 4 don't mind, daid G(Bwr\f@&&: aﬁ%w[gfx she Lid
xys go and gei Jit, shalll 92 he said.
Mareh's dark ees trned slowfy down to fim.

'WNo, don't Yyoum 6@%%,' she Baid in her %Medi, /%mmg/vr\g Aomre. 'Sf Yyoum fee,Q JL
)L/Lgm b You ahe, Btop ad Aou wre. Bhe Speke with o eunde m%@k/uf/%.

'@y%,' bajd he.'d ﬁej i &/’L(glﬁ, /'Lf ' met hnde.!

'dt'a Mm,wf% condidered wude, 4aid %mf@&& Bt we don't mind.!



'Go along, "considered mde', ejacnfated Mareh. Whe considers it rude?

'éWM, you do, N ellie, in anbodry else, said %mf@h&, @)W!Z,ng o Little behjind
her spectacles, and feeling her foed stick in her thioat.

Bt @MMG/K fw& a(ga/in\ @g@m\e Vagme and vaxeecQ/in\Lg, C‘jxwmg Iu% f@»@& A /Lf M)Le did
et frow She woah ea)t/i/r\g wt JL. And )bl)xe f%@M)bk Loohed f)L@VYV\ one to ancthen,
with Gright, watehing eyes.

%mf@hcﬁ w-all @ffw&e&. For ol his duave conntedy and 4@f)‘: voice, the f%cmﬁ)»
seemed fo her impudent. She did not Like to Look «t him. She did net Like to
wmeet hid elear, wa)td»qu eyed, she did not Like to see the Mrange (g/%w i hid
face, his cheeks with their delicate fine hair, and his mddny shin that was
quite do and et which seemed o burin with 4 curionsd heat @f ,Q/Lfe. It made
hen feel o Little ill to fook at him: the quality of his phaysical presence was
Ho6 /P%e}f)m)t/i/r\‘g, te6 fw))t.

@%f)wc tea the evening wad vely guiet. The /xf@mﬁjx Meﬁ/\f went inte the V/L/Q/Qage.
b ade, he read: he wab o Sheat reader, jim his orom howrd. That s, when he did
@e(g/i/r\, he read a@é@k@ewf%. Bt he 1was net vevy eager fo @egm. @(fim he wallied
about the fields and along the hedges alome im the dark at might, proswling with
a queer inbtinet for the might, and Listening to the wild sewnds.

5@m/t<gjx7t however, he ook 4 GCaptain Mayne Reid beok f&@w 6334/7;]@@&&'4& Mxeﬂf
and Bat dowom with fnees wide apart and immersed himself im his storsy. His
brownish fa/vi hajr woas J&M\g, and M on hid head Like o thick (wp combed
sidewars. He wad still in his shirt-sleeves, and bending forward wnder the
Lampllight, with his brees stuch wide apart and the Gook jim his hand and his
whele figwre abserbed in the rather shrenuens business of reading, he gave
G?Bmf@&&'é 4/L)t)t/i/r\g—)i@@m the Lok @f a4 M@eﬂ—mvp. She resented this. For en
her ditting-reom floon she had a red Twikey rug and dark stain rewnd, the fire-
10/0/4(36 had fm/t@m@e Pheen Ailes, the piane Stoed open with the Latest dance
mndie: dhe @Me& %M/Ute well: and on )bke walls were Mareh's I\/M\&—/Pa/i/r\ie&
Swand and water-Lilies. Meresver, with the fogs niceln, tremunfonsly buimning



jn the Shate, the thick cwitaing drawn, the deers ol shut, and the pime theed
hissing and shunddering i the wind eutside, it wad codny, it wad refined and
rice. She resented the @/Lg, hane, ﬂ@m(g—ﬂe[ggeél ywﬁ» Mmﬁmg his bhabi fneed ot
and sitting there with his seldiens shit-enffs buttoned on his thick red
whibth. From time o time he tuined pege, and f}cc@fm time to time he fave 4
sharp look at the fire, settling the logs. Then he immersed himself again jn
the intense and iselated business of reading.

MM@/A (AN }l’/ﬁne fm side @f )l’jue M@/Qe, -6l MM/@S%@J)VLM/M/% @L@@Aei/iﬂ\[g. Her w@Mﬁ}h
el /Pme& jon an odd wrany, ad when she had dreamed the ff@)c'é brush Gunned jit,
her beantiful. erisp black hair strared im widps. But her whele figure was
abserbed i its bearing, ab if she herself was miles awary. In o sort of semi-
dream she seemed to be Aea)m/r\@g the f@x Ainging rownd the hounde jin the rwind,
simging wildly and sweetlny and Like o madmess. With red Gut well-shaped
hands she slowly erocheted the white eotton, very slewly, awlwardly.

“Bmfm& woad albe ﬂmf/vr\g e head, A/th}t/i/r\g Jjon her Low chair. But between those
twe dhe fe/Q/‘t fk&geﬁ% She pr)t mEVANg and ,Q@)@ﬁ/m\g rouwnd and /QA/eSin\g Ho the
wind, and glancing seeretly from one to the other of het companions. Mareh.
deated on o Shraight chair, with her bnees im their close breeches crossed, and
/A,Q@wﬁﬂoz, Lok @k/wm/e&%z (%cooj»e)t/im@g, wah b6 o tial,

Oh dear! 8aid Banferd, Ma exes are bad tonight. And she pressed her fingers
o het enyed.

The ywﬁ{ foohed wh ot her with his elear, @M@gfd Looh, but did ~ot Muwﬁ.
Hone thery, Jill?" said Mareh absently.

Then the %@M}l}k @e@gm\ A6 head again, and %mf@&& /pdif@)we retuined to her boolk.
Bt Me conld et ﬁefyp /@S]t/bu. @%fidn “ wjx/L,Qe MQe ,Q@@ﬁe& wp at MMG/A and 4
queel, almost mﬂ/tgfvwr\)t Little swile was om her thin fa@e.

‘o pery f@& thew, Nell.' she said /éMJM%/Q/\f.



Mareh Loohed rovwnd with @/Lg, Martled Glack eyed, and went /[m,@e Y /Lf with
ftenron. She had been Listening to the fox singing se tenderlny, so terderlny, a8 he
wwr\&dtecq &@M(Q /tke IL@)MC.

Wehat? she said Vagme!b%.

A perny for them., daid Banford sarcastically. 'On twopence, if ﬂw%we b
GQefyP a4 JJU& ){'j\/a)t'

‘iT/Qe /%(m}bfx e wa)t(bfvim@g m;tk @)L/.ng\i, eflear a%% f)wmx @we@% %e ﬁmwp
'@W’M,' came Mareh's Vague veice, wohat do You want 16 wabte youws money fm(t?'
I thought it wonld be well spent. said Banferd.

' wadn't ﬁ»/\mﬁ/\m@g (’if Mﬁkm{g exeep)t the ey the wind wab @,Qc@w/im@g,' Baid
March.

'Oh dear,' replied Barford, 'd condd have had s eriginad thonght a8 that myself.
I anMQ J Lave wabted WY memety Hhis time.!

Weell, You meedm't pory Sajd March.

The /lic»uﬁ& /AM&&@V\,Q/% M(gfxe& 603@)% women loched at jx/wh March M%db
sunprised-focking, o if she had hardly hnotwn he wad there.

Whry, do ayou ever pary wp on these sccadions?' he ashed.

Oh 1yes, said Banford. We alwars de. $ve sometimes had to pass « shilling «
weell te Neflllie, in the winter—time. $t costs much Ledd in summen.’

'%jw]t, 134/%/1/% f@& cach @%e)t'/é %@M@({Ix/‘%?' he /chgfxe&
Yed, when we've a@é@%ﬁeﬁﬂf come 6 the end @f eVM/%}l}KMg elae.!

He Laughed quickly. whinfling his rese sharply Like o puppy ard Langhing
with quick pleasure, his exes shining.



340 the fost time § ever heard of that. he said.

K gunedd naccm'& hear @f At @f en emcmgf» /Lf youm /Mta/%e& a4 awintel em GB{JL/QG/% Favm,'
Aajid %mf@&& MM\M@M

Do agou get o tired, then? he ashed

86 bored,' 44id Banford.

OM' he aid gravely. But whry shounld you be bored?

VUeho wouldn't be bored? said Banford

Y sy to hear that,! he said ghavelny.

You munst be, if you were hoping te have a Lively time here,' said Banford.
He Looked at her flomg and gravelny.

Well, he said, W/Ul’j» his odd, Youny derjoundnedd, it's %M/L)te ,Q/We’&({, %@MgA f@)L

Ane.

'Y g,Q,aoQ te heat it baid %mf@&&

Find she retned to her book. In her thin, (fM/L/Q hajir were a/Q)LeaJZHaL ey
threads of prey, thongh she was net yet thitry. The bery did met Look dosom, but
twimed his eyes to March, whe was ditting with pwised mowth Labericwsly
M@@Ke}tmg, her eyel wide and absent. She had o wahm, /[m,Qe, f/i/r\e M and «
delicate mode. Her /pM/@&eJZ wmouth Loohed shrewish. But the shrewish Lok was
contradicted by the ewrions Lifted areh of her dark Grows, and the wideness of
her eryes; a fook of startled wonder and vagneness. She was Listening again for
the f@x, whe deemed to have wandered fmﬁ’m @jy/m\/t@ the m/tgﬁ)t

Frem M\JZUL )tke e&(ge @f ﬁjxe W—Q/ngpi )bke @@/% Bat w/L}dL jx/\/é faee /Q@)(gﬁ/i/r\g l/vp
waidx/i/r\g her A/Lﬂm)tﬂ/\f, his eyel novnd and vey eflear and intent. %m\f@&&,
biting her fingers initably, was glancing ot him wunder her hair. He dat there



@afe@tﬂf% sl his )mJZJan fa@e tilted wp f)L@)/YV\ the low Level under the /Q/Lgfut, om
the edge of the dimness, and watehing with perfect absbract intentness.
Mareh /AMMM\M /Q/Lf)teoq her Sreat, dark eyel f&@m\ her M@@/Aeimg and Baro him.
Bhe started, giving o Little exelamation.

‘There he il she enied inveluntarilny, ab if tenibly startled.
Banford loched nownd in amagement, sitting wp sbraight.
'éWj\/a)teVdL M gc@/‘t you, N e,Q,Q/Le(?' M)Le eried.

Bt Mareh, her face @Ml&eaz o delicate rode collont, wab ﬁ@@ﬁm@g awary te the
Jl@ce;)n.

Nethingl Nethingl' she said eressly. ‘Gan't ome dpeak?
Yes, if youn speak sensibly, said Barford. What ever did youn mean?’
J don't bnew what § meant, eried Mareh testilny

Oh, Nellie. d f»@@e You ahem't going jumpy and ey § feeﬁ J can't Stand
ancther /%Am@ﬁ' Whoever did You mean? Wid You mean gﬂvrdr/%(?' eried pooh,
f)b/tfgfu;tweéz GBM\(f@)LJZ.

'@y%. 4 /Awp/lofg/ée 46, M/\/& @Mm)wj» ,Qa@@m/u%/w/%. Me w@mM meyel (Bc»/r:f%é te %ef@x.
'@jx JZ%)L ™y melyvel ahe a,Q/Q (g@;/r\e(f@)b i@m/b(gjxjt,' wa/tﬂecﬁ GO?)Aﬂ;f@h&

At nine o'eloch Mareh @&@M@glbt i 4 frany with bread and cheete and tea—-
?HM\W had (3®/rx(fwéeﬂ that he Lied « enp gf tea. %wr\(f@k& darnh 4 gMé @(f il
and ate 4 ,Q/ut;t,@e bread. Ford doon M)Le Baid:

''an gc:;mg te @e&, N eﬂ,Q/Le, I aﬁﬁ mekvel i@/vx/t@gjx]t Are You @@)’W\/.\/Y\g(?'

'ﬁye/é, I coming the minute ve taken ,‘bAeM vy, Baid March.



"Den't be j&@w\‘g ]bkem,' /:M/ixﬁ (’Bmf@k& f)beifMQM. 'gc»@»&ﬂvvtgjx)t, ‘@HM\)I/% ag@m',Q,Q Jee
the f/ULe A Mfe, /Lf You Come wp Last, won't naacm(?’

Yes, Miss Barford, $1L see jit's safe he neplied in his reasduring wary.

Mareh was Lighting the candle to go to the Litehen. Banford took her candle
and went wpstains. When Mareh came back to the fire, she said te him:

'J duppode we can tiundt you te put et the fire and everything? She stood there
with her hand on her I»A/p and e finee loode, her head averted Mm‘f,@lf vy /Lf she
condd not Looh at him. He had his faee /Q/L(f]tecQ watehin g hen.

'Come and 4t down o minute,' he said seftln.

Ne, $ e goiing. il will be waiting, and shelll get wpbet, if § don't come.’
Uehat made you jump Like that this evening? he ashed

Uehen did § jump? she reterted, Looking at him.

Wby, just moro you did,' he said. Wehen you enied ont.

'Oh!" she said. Then! ——WM, J %w@gfut Youn wehe the f®x!' Fond her fa@e Aehewed
Ante a queel Smile, iwﬁf*ﬂ)c@m/t@.

‘The fex! Vehny the fox? he ashed sofitln.

'@WM, ome e\fe/v\/\/r\g M/c Anynmel, w&w 4 wad ont w/ij’j\, Me (gwr\ 3 Bow ﬁ}ne (f@x A
tthe prass mearlny at my feet, Looking straight wp at me. § dem't hnow—-3 duppese
he made an /i/va)cde&/@&/t@m e e, Me Awined aside her head a(ga/\/r\ and Jet ome (f@@/c

/@Sj')w/li Leose, Aeﬁf—e@wm@w@sﬂ%.
'Hond did You shoot him? ashed the @@nf.

'No, he gave me dunch « Start, /Am/i/r\@g /Aﬁmkgixfc at me ah e did, and then /A}t©1a/p/i/r\@g
te Looh bach at me Gyer, ILA/A M@MMM w/Lﬁk 4 ,Q/amgf» omn IL/\A fa@e.'



A Laugh on his facel' nepeated Hemry, allbe Langhing. He fmgfutweJZ you, did
Iye?'

'WNo, he didn't f&/‘u@gfnjtem me. He made an Ampreddion en e, that's L

'@AM\JZ Youm %@mﬁgfj 4 wad /tf)xe f@x, M /%@M(?' Ae M(gﬁxe& w/utk f/ixe Aame %Medb,
quich Little Langh, Like o puppry srimhling his mese.

'Gg%, 3 did, f(g)n ]bke mement,' Me Baid. '@MM%S j\,e'& been in ™y mind w/ubfmm)t
"y ﬁm@w/&m‘g.'

'EPQMQ nyon think dve come to steal yowh chichens o /@Scwvxe%/im[g,' he said,
w/ubl)n ﬁ)»e Bame aicwm@g M@gﬁ

Bt she @;mﬂ/lf Loohed at him with « wide, darh, vacant evye.

g4 the f/l)l/é)t Aime, he daid, Hhat dve ever been talen fm o fox. Weon't You At
&@w/r\f@)t a mirunte? HAL voice wal le/!ot 4®f/‘t and (%d@ﬂ/m\(g

No.,' she said. (il wil be waiting. But still she did ot go, but stoed with
@me(f@@]ﬁ {eode and jxdb(faee Hned aside, mjm/@&)t euntdide ,‘fjxe e/i)w,ﬁe @(f Q/Lgiut

But won't youn andwer my quedtion? he said, lowering his veice sHill more.
' den't hnow what quedtion you meen.

Yes, yon do. OF cowrse you do. § mean the question of yow mamiging me.

Ne, § shan't answer that guestion, she said flatly.

“Weon't f‘ufcm(’?’ The queeh, Young Mgf» came 6m hid mode agajim. 45 it becande I'm
Uikl the fox? 9o thet whay® dond sl ke Langhed

éfne Fuimed and Loohed ot hjim w/utk ” ,Q@/r\(g, Mow loch.

' w@mﬂ&m‘)ﬁ ﬁe}f ,‘tl}\,a)t /PM}C Yo aga/i/r\/eﬁjt e, fue Aajid. 'Eet me tuhn )bke W Low.,

and come and Bift doron o minunte.



He /pwt his red hand vorden the @gﬁ@w @f the M/p and AMM%M wmade the ,Q/Lglbt
vehy dim. Mareh stoed there in the dimness quite W&@w%, but wmeVANg. He
hele é/&%ﬂ% to his feejt, on fid ,Q(M\g ,Qeg/ex. HArd mow hid veice wad
extraerdinaridny deft and snggestive, hardlay aundible.

'ﬂjw'ﬂi Mary o mement, he said. '@gm/e&)t 4 moment.' And he put his hand om her
shenlder. Bhe turmed her fa@e f'&@«vx b, g duwre youm den't )LMJU% think g
Like the fox. he said, with the same softness and with  suggestion of Langhter
An fu\/a tone, a /@\M@/f/Qe fm@@ﬁdz/%. "De Yo Mow?! @‘kmcq Ixe cQ)Lew Aeh (g%ﬂblf i@um)b&/e&
hiw and fissed her meck, A@fiﬁ/%. She wineced and trembled and iwvv\(g GAGY. But
his strong, yewng wrm held her, and he Lissed her softly again, st en the
meek, for her face wad averted.

Wen't you andwer my quedtion? Won't you new? come hid seft, Lingering
veice. He wab Hying to dharw her mear to Liss her face. And he Lissed her cheel
ACQf)tﬂ/%, meak ]‘/Ae eak.

At that moment Barfords veice was heard calling fretfully, eressly from
wpdtairs.

'There's Ji eried March, starting and drawing erect.

And s she did se, guick as Lightning he bissed her on the mowth, with a quick,
brunshing hiss. $t seemed to b through her every fibre. Bhe gave o queer Little

(Vmi.
'(’y@m will, wen't /%('94/\(? Gycm will? he insisted /@3©fjt,Q/%.

WNellie! Nellic! Mehat ever are youn Ao ,Q@mg f@h"?’ Came %mf@h&'/é fa/i/r\)t vy f&@w
the euter darfiness.

But he held her fast, and was mwrmmring with thet intelerable softness and
Andidtencry:

'%)@m w/L/Q/Q, awon't /%@m(? éa/% /latdei' M /lat%"



Mareh, whe fe,@)t -l /Lf Hhe f/i)be had Jome W@M‘gfx her and seathed her, and 4b /Lf

Mue ecw,u JZ@ me ymehe, mm)wmhe&:

“Yes! Yes! @%wﬂwr\g You Like! @“m\/%}bkm@g Yo Like! @m,@% fett me @g@»! @/r\/@l(f et
me gol il calliing.

""y@m frow /%@M'Ve 13&@%/(/@36&,' Ae Baid A/MA,&/LCW/QS,Q/%
Yes! Yeal g dol' Herveoice suddeniy rese inte a shrill ey AL night, gL dm

coming. '
Startled, he let her go, and she went sbraight wpstairs.

I the mehmin g ot @mﬁ(fm, afiek he had loohed rownd the @ﬁ@@e and attended te
]bke stoch and }%@M‘gfut te l&meﬁf W)ﬁ ome conld Live ea/@vd%f %@M@&;j\, deae, fbe
Aaid to %mf@&&:

Do ayeu fnorw what, Miss Barford?

Well, what? said the good-natmred, nervy Banferd.

He Locked ot Mareh, who was dpreading jam on her bread.

Bhall § 4l he said o her.

Bhe Loohed wp at bim, and o deep pink colowr flushed over her face.

'(’Q%, /L(f Yoir mean @WJ&: she aid. 4 fn@@e You wem't g M&ﬁm@g o ever the
villlage, that's f.' And she suwallowed her diny bread with diffienlin.

Whatevers eoming? said Barford, Looking wp with wide, tined, slightly
neddened eyes. Bhe was a thin, Prail Little thing, and her hair, which was

delicate and thin, was Gobbed, s it fum\(g /A@)fiﬁﬂj @/!04 her worn fa(",e A At fa&e&
browmn wmﬁ g&atot.

'WM, what do Youm Hinh? he said, /A«n/L/Q/Vr\g Like ene whe has 4 decret.



"Hew do § now! said &Bmf@&&.

'Can't you guess?" he 24aid, making @mgk;t eyed and smiling, pleased with
In/im\/@&e,ef.

'd'm dre § can't. Whj'é more, §'m mot gc»/m\g te ﬂmaa.’
'Nellie and  are Joiny to be married.

%Mf@htﬁ 130»/1 doron Iu% ﬁ/v\/tfe ount @f /xdb /tk/\/r\ JZe,Q/LM]te f/t/r\@gd%& Y /Lf Me w@w&&
reveh talle it wp 16 eat Yy mehe. Me Atared w/ub& blank, reddened Ula’/%

'(’y@m wj\,@‘t?' She exc,Q,@/i/yvne&.
“Wee're geimg fo get manhied. Aren't we, Nellie?' and he turned to March.

'y@m Mif b6, m/g/uw/!ot,' Said MM&A /QACG»/Y\/'L("/@QM. Bt aga/i/r\ M)Le Me& w/ul;f/)» am
agc@m/l%e(ﬁ fQM/AA Me, He6, e@MM Avellow o mote.

Banford Looked at her Like o bird that has been shot: « poor, Little sick bind. She
fgagecﬁ ather with ol her wonnded sonl jin fu%(faee, ot the cﬁevp —(fﬁM&fxe(ﬁ March.

'@)\f ever!' Me exeﬂa/\/w\e&, jxeﬂfr)ﬁd@%.
988 quitte night.' said the bright and gloating youth.

Barford tuined aside her face, s if the Mgk;t of the food on the table made her
sich. She sat Like this (f@& dome moments, ad /L(f she were sick. Then, with ene
harnd on )bke e&ge @f %e Halle, She hose Ao fxda(fee}t.

I neves believe it, Nellie, she eried. 'd1's abseflutelry impossiblel
Her plaintive, fretful veice had o thread of hot anger and despair.

'WM‘? WM Shounldn't You believe it?' ashed the ﬂ‘f@m/‘tf», with <L his /ACeﬁ,
3% eﬂve}t/tf /i/vae)ti/i/r\%ee Jjn hisd veice.



%mf@&& ,Q@@ﬁe& at j»/wv\ fh@wv\ jxdb wAAZe, Vagme W%, Y /Lf j»e wele Jome Cheature in
4 e,

'(W)L,’ M)Le Said ,Qwv\(gmd,@lot 'becande M}Le can neve le /AM@/A 4 f@@,@. Me can't ,Q@ée f»dt
self-respect e duch an extent.’ Herveice wad cold and plaintive, drifting.

KON ij}t Ay will M)Le Lose A(’)L éeﬁf—&wpe(‘j{?' abled )l;ke @@/l‘f
Banferd focked ot b woith vague fixity from behind her dpectacfes.
'é{f she Mm'}t leat it aﬁk%&/%,' she daid.

He lecame Ve’!/% ned, vdvm/L,Q/w/r\, wnder ﬁ)»e /A,chr, Va@gme Atare f%@w @JLA/MQ ﬁ)»e
dpectacfes.

'§ don't see it at sl he said.

Prebably yon don't. § showfdn't expeet yon wenld) said Banferd, with thet
/@SMM\@% wmild tone Co(f remetenedd which made her werds even more AMM/Q/CM@g.

He dat AL im his chair, staring with het, blue eyes from his searlet face.
Fn M‘gﬁ/lf {ooh had come on his brow.

My werd, she doean't bnow what she's Letting henself in for.' said Banford, in
her plajntive, duifting, insuliting veice.

'@me)t M At (g@jt Ho do w/L% you, Wr\/lj/b\m/la’,?' Bajd ﬁ}ne %cm%, Aima jtwupdb,
Mere than it has to do with yon, probably. she replied, plaintive ond

Venormons.

'Oh, has it! § don't see that ot I he ejduﬁeﬂ ount.

'Ne, You wonddn't, she andwered, &&Afi/i/r\g.



Aonrhow, said Mareh, pushing back her hair and niding wncouthlay. '$ts me
g@@& aguing abount it And she Ae/i/ge& the bread and the tea-pet and Shrede ey
#o the Litehenr.

%mf©%£ /ert ILG)L f/t/r\geﬁ/eﬂ AJUW/% 4Ch6A) l&e)b bror WNQ a,Q@m\g jbdb j\/a/\/b /Q/Lgce omne
bemused. Then she tuined and went ety wpstaird.

ey dat Stff and snllbay jn his ehair, with his face and his eyes on fire.
March came and went, O/Qea)m/r\g the table. But gH@M/lf et o, /M/Lff with
tempen. He ook ne notice of her. She had regained her composure and her soft,
even, cheamy eva,Qex/L@m. But her month was /PMAeJZ wh. She (gﬁmxceeﬁ at him
cach time ab She came to tale ]%A/rxgé f)icww the tallle, @gﬂwceﬁ f)i@mx her M@ge,
ewhiond eyed, mohe im W/L@/@&/Li/l; tham Mﬁk/\m@g Such ,Q@m(g, &e&-fa@e(ﬁ, éuu/vi
@@aﬂ That wab ol he wad. He seemed 4 )Lw@»ief)c@m her as /%f his )LeJZ(faee weke 4
red eﬁui/wr\v%—/p@)t N 4 e@it]tag)e 4CN6AD fj»e f/LeM/A, and /Jne ,Q@)@ﬁe& wt Ix/uvv\ QjM/AJt s
@@@je@/‘t/weﬁ/%, vy &w@ie!@f.

St /Qe/r\gﬁ» he gt np and dtalled ent inte the f/teué with the g, He came in
ey at dimner-time, with the devil st jin his face, but his manners quite
pelite. Nobedny said anything particular; they sat each eme at the sharp cerner
@if “ MM/r\g/Qe, jin 6batinate remeteness. I the ﬁf/‘tdm\@@/r\ he went out again at
omee with the gun. He came im ot mkgfxitfaﬂ with o nabbit and pigeon. He
é)ta/%e& i o the evering, bust M&Q/vi @/Pwe& his wmevth. He wad in the devil @(f
atempel, fee,Q/\/r\ g he had been insunfited.

Banfords eyes were red, she had evidently been erying. But her manner was
mehe hemote m& AM/PULC/&/L@M/@S ij\,an\ even,; ,‘fjxe wary M)Le Mm\e& jxdb &%(Q /L(f Ae
speke at all, a8 if he were deme thamp o inferion inthnder of that seit, made
his blue eyed go almest Glack with hage. His faee leohed sullier. But he never
ffe)bg@i his 196&/@6 interation, /'Lf he %weél his meunth te 410%&. March seemed e
ﬂ@MAM» Jim this aﬁm%/pf»dw. She seemed to it between the twe mMg©mMM
w/hﬁj& 4 /Q/Ut)t/ﬂe woiched Aw/&e o™ j&db faee, M‘J @/%A/r\g lxd(/@&eﬁf. jﬁdae wald even 4 Aot
@f %Mhemw% jin the wary She Lal WL/L@MAM erocheted this evenimg.



When he wwas in bed, the %fmﬁ}x conld hear the twe women )ta/w/\n\g and Aguimg
jon their noom. He dat wp im bed and strained his eans to hear what they said.
But he conld hear /r\@ﬂn/\/r\@g, A wad too fm @ff Yeit he conld fear the A@»f)h
/IO/Q@/M%/LV e (Q)LA/p @f %mf@h&'fé voice, and March's &evpdb note.

The m/L‘gﬁ)t wad quiet, fh@/@w%. BAY stard were Snapping outdide, @a%@mcq the
&A&Lge—ic»m @f the pine theed. He Listened and Listened. g the distance he heard
4 ToX /lfefz/f)/in\‘g: and the de 4 f)L(b/YV\ the fa)wv\/é @Mﬁ/\mg A andwer. But it wad net
that he wanted to hear. $t wad what the twe women were Aangimg.

He g@]ﬁ éi%/q]bk/t% ount @f bed and stoed @/]i his door. He conld hear no more than
@ef@he. @Vadz/% vey (%)Lefuﬁﬂ/lf he @egm e ,Q/Lf;t the door Lateh. w%ﬁdc g Jite a time
he had his door open. Then he /es;t@p/pecﬁ /Aimﬁ}b/mw out jinto the pedbage. The old
ok /P/QM\Z/A were cold wnden hid (feefé, and %wf creaked Prep (C)éidL@M/QJ%. He @)LE/IJ]t
vewy, vely @g%ﬂ/‘f wh fhe ome Atep, and @J&@"\g @y the wall, AL he stood cuntside
their dooh. fnd there he held his breath and Listened. %mfmm veice:

Ne.  dimply conddnt stand jit. § showld be dead im & month. Vehich is just
what he wonld be afming at, @f cowde. That wounld Just be his game, fo dee me im
Me d\Md\/W& N@, @)\Fe/u/te, /%f Youm were te cQ@ AMG/A 4 ﬁ}v\ﬂ\@g b te M%)W% ILMV\
youn conld mever Atop here. d confdn't, § confdn't Live im the same howse with
hiw. Oh1-—ch! 4 feel quite sick with the smell of his elothes. And hisred face
é/\/vaw Auind me ever. § can't eat W(f@@(ﬁ when he'd at the table. What af@)@ﬁ d
wad ever to Let him stop. One ought never e tiay to do o hind action. $t alwarys
ﬂ/t% back in youk fa@e Like a @@)wm@gﬁ

Weelll, he's ®/r\/Qﬂf @g@% e mere JZMJA,' Aaid March.

'@ye/é, thark heaven. fond when he's Jome he'lll never come in this howse aZaim. 4
feeﬁ 36 bad while he's here. And § frnoro, § finors he's @WM G@Wr\]t/i/r\g what he can
get ount @f o, 3 Enewthat's L it is. He's Judt « Cgm&—fm—m@%mg, whe deesn't
want to werh, and whe thinks hell Live on ws. But he won't Live en me. élf
You'te duch f@@ﬁ then its (TR foohout. Mrs %M@g%l/é fnew fim afl the
time he wad here. And the ofd man condd never et b te do any /é}twoqﬂf worl.



He wad @ff with the g om evely secadion, just o4 he ib nomw. N @ﬁwm\g bt the
gunl Oh. 9 do hote it. You don't knorw what you'te dojing, N e, yew don't. §f
Yo maly him el Junst make a f@@ﬂ @f Yoin. Hell go @ff and feave You
sthanded. § frners he will, /Lf he can't get G‘Ba/L/QUYaL Fam ont @,f wh——and he's net
going to, whille § Live. While § Live he's never going o det foot here. § hnow
what it wenld be. He'd seon thinkh he was master @f beth ©f b, oA he thinks he's
madter @;f you aﬂhw&%.'

But he isdn't, baid Nellie.

'He ]bk/l/r\ﬁ/é jxe AB, AMYAS6NY. Fornd ﬁ)vﬂ/f'/eﬁ w/»@i Ae wantd: e come and e madter
here. Yes, jmagime iAl That's swhat we've got the place together for, is it to be
bossed and bullied @/% 4 fw}tt’:fmﬁ, )Le&—faee& @Mf 4 @M/C/Q/% Labounren. @A, we did
wahe o midtale when we et him Atep. Wee @Mgfxi never to have fowered
owrdefved. FAnd dve had such ngf»)t with o the /petﬁoﬁe here, net to be @MJ&M
dowm o their Level. No, he's ot coming here. And then You /Q&ee——/%f he can't
have the @ﬁ«ee, he'lll nuom @ff te Ganada et domewhetre aflajn, ol /'Lf he'd mever
frerom Yoin. Fnd here dffwm'/u be, a@/éf@fﬂ/»}teﬂ/lf nnjimed and made o f%ﬁ ©f 4 fmen §
shall never have 4y peace @f Anind agajn.

Wee' L )te,@,@ jx/\/m I»e can't come deLe. Wee' (L }tG/Q/Q IL/\/YV\ W)t,' Aaid JVLM(DA

'Oh, don't yoin bether; $m going fe el him that, and other ﬁwn@gé b well,
@ef@he he goed. He's not geing te have oJL his oron ey while $ve goit the
strength feft te speak. Oh, Nefllie, he'lll despise yon, he'lll despise you, Like the
aofud Little beast he id, if o give wary to him. $d ne mere trust him than 94
Hundt o cat met to dteal. He's deep, he's deep, and he's Gossy, and he's selfish
%)L@Mfgfx and W@M@gfn, b cold ab jce. AL he wantsd ib te make nie @(f Y. HAnd
when You'te me moke nde #6 hjim, then d 1%)&/1{; you.!

'd dent thinh he's ab bad as ol that, baid March.

'WNo, becanse he'd been MWM‘S wh Ao you. But Af@m’u f/vmﬁ ont, Af You fee wunch
@f him. Oh, Nellie, § can't bear te think @f it



Weelll, it went hurt yeu, @?/L/Q/Q &M/Qm@g'

'éWCM\'Jt Al 6W®/r\'7t Atl 4 M/@Q/Q mever ﬁﬂ\@w 4 mement'sd /P%@e aga/'m\ wj»/d&e 4 ,Q/LVe,
Mok 4 moment'd M/p/\/r\de&/@& No, Nellie——" and %mf@%& @e@gm Ao weef @/ubte)nﬂ/%.

The @M‘; ouwtdide conld hear /tf»e /éjt/tﬂe& Aownd @zf }bfxe o an's /@&@;@@M\g, and conld
hear Marelis seft, deep, terder voice comforting, with wenderful gentleness
and ferderneds, /‘dne weeyp/i/y\g ABARGN.

His eyed weke 46 neuwnd and wide that he deemed to dee the whele /r\/Lgf»i, and hid
eard were almelt Jumping @ff his head. He was f&@g% M/Lff. He erept back to
bed, but fe/Q)t by /'Lf the tep @f s head were coming @ff He conld not /A,Qeeyp. He
confd et heep 1AL He nese, quictly dressed himself, and erept ont en to the
/Qa/v\z{)/vr\g once mohe. The wemen were ilent. He went A©fﬂ@f downdtaiis and out
te )bke Z/L}tdnw.

Then he put en his boots and his everceat and ook the g, He did not think te
go awany f)tcmx the fm No, he @mﬁ/% tooh the Sur. A 4©f]tw 44 /pc»/éé/tme he
Mfm}t%e£ the dooh and wemnt sut inte the fh@éﬂf Wecember mkgi»i. The o wah
st the stars @)L/Lgiut the pine thees Seemed to bristle m&ﬂ@ﬁf% jin the éﬁ/\f. He
went é}t%ﬁ%iblf ALY down 4 fwee—ék&e, ﬁ@@ﬁ/i/r\lg fco)i /A@me%/i/r\g te shoet. At
fthe same time he remembered that he onght not to shoot end frighten the

WG e,

56 he M@wﬁe«ﬁ round the e&@ge @f the g@%e cover, and ﬁ)dlw@gk the Dreve @f el ofd
IL@JU&M, te ﬁ»e wooddide. ‘ﬂ»dce f»e MM)teoQ ﬁ»e fmee, @edui/r\@g W@M@gf» %e
darhiness with dilated eyel that seemed to e able o Dow black and fwu @(f
/@S/Lg)lﬁ jon the dark, Like o cat's. fon ool wad A,Q@wjb% and m@MMfM/QM wf»@@mg
nownd Sreat cah tree. He /A]tWMJeJZ M%ﬁﬁ»/bﬁf% with his g, J&/\/@&)twm(g
,QA/é/fw/\/r\(g um/f%/i/v\g.

Ab he dteed wnder the eals ©f the wc@@&—e&@ge he heard the &c@g/al f)bwn the
meighbowring eottage wp the AL yelling suddeniny and startlingly, and the
wakened do 08 fhcwx the fa)wvx/es aronnd @mﬁmg anduwreh. Fond AM(%ZWQ/% it deemed o
i England was Little and tight. he felt the Landscape was eenstricted even



i the dark, and that there were tee many dogs im the might, making a moide
Like f%@e @f Sounnd, Like the networh @f 84\%@/\/@% fne&g% meiimg the view. He
felt the fox didnt have « chance. For it munst be the fox that had started alf
ib&/l/é MM@@@%@.

WM et wateh f@)p him, M\%@W! He wounld, e donbt, be coming é/rv'tff/i/v\@g
nownd. The Lad walled dorwnhill to where the fMi%& with it fw pine Hreed
crenched @ﬂa@ﬂ/%. In ﬁ}xe m‘gﬁe @f ﬁ}»e /Q@vr\g dhed, im ﬁ}»e blach dark, he eronched
doron. He frew the f@;x wonld be coming. It seemed to hjim it wenld be the Last
©f the fche/e& i this ’QMM'@MMS’ thick-veiced gmgﬂm&, Jt/L‘gjxi with

jonrmerable Little hounses.

He bat a /Q@m\[g Hime roith his eyel f/txe& M&/\M(g/\m@g wpom Hhe epen (gaiwmi,
whetre « Little /Q/Lgkit Seemed to (fa/u (f)bmn the stans on (f&@fm the fx@&/i,g@w\, whe
fnews. He wab difting onalog i a darh corner with the gun acress fis hnees.
The pime theed /émwp/pe&. Once « chicken (fe/u c@@ff AtA /pdwjn i the barn with «
fend erawh and caclle and commetion that startled fim, and he stocd wh,
watehing with ol his eyes, thinking it might be o nat. But he Felt it was
mfgib/x/\/v\(g. 86 he dat doron agafn with the Lo om his fnees and his hands tuched
An o ﬁevyp them swarm, and his eyed f/’@cecﬁ M@ﬂmﬁmg om the /fmﬁe neach @f the
epen gatewary. He fe/Q/c he condd smelll the hot, é/LeUJ%, nich smell ®(f Live
chickens on ﬁva celd air.

Hnd ther——a shadow. A A,Q/ixﬂ/i/v\g Shaders jm the @ga)tww%. He @gaﬁ)»dne& A his
Vidion inte « concenthated MWJQ and Bare %e Mhadow @(f Me f@x, )bl{e (f@x
(VLe@IJMg om AA/A @e/Q/Q/lf ﬁ)\)btgmigfx )bke Gga)te. jjxdbe jxe went, 6m IL/\/@S @eﬁ’@% /Q/iﬁce 4
Anake. The @Ga/!ot Awmiled te jvi/m/éeﬁf and @h@m@g;k‘t the Jom te his shevwlder. He fnew
%M/Ute well what wonld M/pw He fnew the (f@x woundd go to where the (f@wﬁ
dooh wad boarded wh and /Afr\/tff there. He fnew he wonld Lie there f@k 4 minute,
sniffing the fowls within. fnd then he wondd start again prowfing under the
e&(ge @f the 6fd barm, wafting te get i,

The f(QW’Q dooh wab ot the )tc»/p @f " /A,Q/Lgfut joneline. é@f)t, /A@»f)t b o Mhadow the f@x
Aid wh this ineline, and cronched with his nede to the boards. fnd at the



Bame ymement )tke)be -6/ ]bfxe mfuﬂ ehadh @g@ 4 Jum )LeVe)L@eM]tMg between the ofd
@mﬁ&m{g& Y /Lf Jl the m/L(g&;t had gome Smadh. But the @M‘; watehed ﬁew,@yr. He
Bawr even ]bke wﬁ»/ute @e,u% @f%ef(gx ad ﬂ)»e beadt beat I»A/@& /pmé Am era)bA Ao j\,e

went f@;)wm)uﬂ

There wab o commetion everywhere. The fowls were senffling and erawhing,
ifj»e &M@M wele %M}Lﬁ‘%w)bﬁb/m\(g }fjhe 13@4\/% l@mﬂ Awe& wAM!@% te fm/@& feei. Bt
the fox was on his side, sbugeling im his Last tremers. The bory bent ever him
wr\& /Mwe/Q]t AAA f@x/ldt é/me/w.

There wab o sonnd of o window opening wpstains, then Mareh's veice cafling:
Weho id it?

Y8 me," baid Hewny; 'Jve shot the for.

Oh, geedmess! You mearly frightened ns to death.

Did 42 Jm arofflny soriny.

Uehatever made you get wp?

Jheard him abent.

ond have you shet him?

'Gye/e&, he's here, and the @mf stoed i the WJZ I»G»MM\g wh the warm, dead brute.
You can't dee, can Yyoun? Weait o minnte. Fnd he tooh his @M—ﬁk{gﬁx)ﬁf%@m his
/P@eﬁe/c and @Me& it om to the dead animal. He was fx@M/\m@g At @y the brush.
Mareh saro, in the middle @f the darfiness, Just the reddish ﬂeeee and the
white @eﬂn{; and the white wnderneath ®f the /p@»/i/r\)teoq chim, and the queel,
Jlmgﬁmg paws. She did not fnow what o Aary.

"He'd a @m)b%' he said. “He will male Yo 4 ,Q@veﬁ/nf fm.'

'ﬁy@m don't cateh me weahing 4 fox fM,' She h@pﬁ/teeﬁ.



O he said. And he dwjitehed of f the Light.

Urell, § shondd think yowll come im and go o bed again mow.' she said.
Probablny g shalll. VUehat time i8 it?

Wehat time 14 it, Jil? calfled Marehis voice. §t wab « quarter e ome.

That /r\/L‘ngJt March had ancther dream. She dreamed that %mf@k& wad dead, and
that she, Mareh, was 466bing her heart ont. Them she fad o put Banford inte
her c@ffm Fnd the e@ff/i/r\ wak the )L(bM@gA woeod-bex in which the Gits @f
C‘/&@»Mve& woed were ﬁ@pi i the Litehen, @ai the fMe. This wab the cc»@ff/\/r\ and
there wad e othen, and Mareh wad in ageny and &agerﬁ beilderment, /Q©©ﬁ/t/r\g
fm é@meﬁ)wim@g te Lime the box with, é@me}tﬂmg to make it /A©f)t with, A@Weﬁwr\@g
teo cover wp the pooh, dead &Mﬁ/«mg Becanse she conldn't M hen i there Judt am
her white, thin nightdness, in the homible weed-Gex. So she hunted and
funted, and picked wp thing after thing, and threw it aside in the agonry of
Iream-Prustration. Fnd in her dream-despain fl she condd find that wenld de
wad a fox-shin. Bhe hnew that it wasn't night, that this waes net what she
shoundd have. But jit wad ol she conld f/imoQ. Find b6 she (f@MeJl the brush @(f the
ffm and Laid her Jlmﬁm@g (g/L,U'/A head om this, and she @)L@M[gf»)t rownd the slin @f
the (f@x and Lajd it on the tep @(f the @@Jlnaa, 86 that it deemed te make a whele
wddry, fiony eoverlet, and she eried and eried, and weke to find the tears
Streaming down fudn(faee.

The f/i)l/é)t %A/r\g that both she and T}mfm& did i the mening wad to go eunt te
Aee Mxe(f@x. é}f%)mf hed jww\@g At wh @f% the heels in the shed, woith its poor brush
fau/i/r\@g backards. §t wad « ,ch\fe!@% Jl©g~f@x A A8 prime, with « handsome,
thick, winter coat: /Q@Neﬁ/lf g&Mw—&eJZ coflowt, with Dhey ad At 1%/@346,& to the
@eJU?f%, and @eﬁﬁﬂf L wohite, and a Dreat fw@ brnsbh woith o delicate 6lack and
g)bv% and /PMe wix/ute /f/\/p.

'Deeh brunte!' daid %mf@&& 'gf A wabr't dunch ;bff)n/tev/i/r\g wheteh, /%@M'JZ fee/Q
deiny for it



Mareh said nething, but stoed with her foet trailing aside, ome hip eut; her
faee NV TM/Qe and her Mfe/@& @/Lg and bflach, wa]t(vk/i/r\cg the dead animal that was
Am/eﬁfpen\&e& Wr)/é/i,&e doromn. 6W“In/ute and /A@f/‘t 4l Ao lvl/é @ew./%: wjv'ute and /A@f)t )
dnow. She passed her hand seftly down it. And his werderful tlack-glinted
brnsbh 1oas fw@ and f)L/LGi/LC»M/Q, w@m&f%fmlq. él{e /Iw/@%&ecq her hand dowon this alse.
and %M/L\fdbe&. Time af/‘te)n time dhe teok the fwu fm @f that thick tail between
her fingens, and passed her hand slowly downwards. Wenderful, sharp, thick,
Moﬁwoq@wn of 4 tail. And he was dead! She /rw)r/e&e& her /QA/M and her eyed went
black and vacant. Then she took the fead in her fand.

Henvy wad Sanntering wp, 46 %mfm& walled nather /P@M)te&,@% oAy Mareh
stoed there bemnded, with the head @;f the f@x i her hand. She was w(gm&dnmg,
wc@m&dwr\@g, w(o/r\&dwi/r\@g evel hid /chr\g f/l/r\e M%,Qe. Foh dome headon it heminded
her @if 4 dpoomn ek a /ES/IMMJZ@ éfue(feﬁi she cond not wnderstand it. The beast was
« dhange beast to her, incomprehensible, cut of her range. Wenderful siflver
whishers he fad, Like ice-threads. Fnd @h&eﬁeoq eatd with hair indide. But
that /Q@»m(g, ﬁ@m@g, Menden Apoon @;f o nedel——and the marvellons white teeth
bemeath! gt wab to thrust f@)m)céz and bite with, &ewp, rﬁeep, Jze@p jinte the
Liviong preny, e bite and Gite the blosd.

"He'd o @mib% jbnt he?' said @HM /Aita/mﬁ/w\[g @/%.

Oh rged, he's a fime big fox. § wender how many chickens he's nespensible for,
she replied.

'A (g@;@& Y. Do you %A/r\fc Ae‘é %e Aéme e You Banmr /i/r\%e Aurnyymer?!
'§ showld think vely ﬁ/\,ﬁeﬂ% he is,' she )Lvapﬁ/te&.

He wa;t(’,ke& iue)t @M,‘t Ixe (“/@MM Mﬁe m@%/\/r\g @f Adb @M]&Qﬂf /M)Le w-ed 46 Mﬂf WNQ
virgin, and partly she was so grim, matter-ef-fact, shrewish. What she said
Seemed e fvw\ A6 &Aff%@v\i f}c@fm ﬁ)xe ,Q@@ﬁ @f i}ndc @/L@g, %Medb, dark Mf%.

'Fhe youm g@)/vrxg Ao Ahjin jvi/rv\(?' She ashed.



'%?d@s, when ve had @heaﬁfa/@!i, and @gc»]t o board to peg hjim o

'e)v[/% word, what a Aremg swmelll he's (g@t! Pooe! ' take some wa/M)vvr\g ®ff one's
hands. § don't bnew whay § wad se 41l as o handlle fim.' And she Looked at her
night hand, that had passed down his bellny and along his tail, and had even goi
@ iy Streak @f bleed f)bcwn ome darh @ﬁ@ee im his fM

"Have e deen the chichens when %Mf Awmell hjim, how f)b/tfgini%e& ﬁ)he/lf ahe?'
he 8aid.

Yed, aren't theyl
'“yw it mjind Yo don't gei deme @(f his ﬂe«/@s.'
'@jx,(fﬁea/é!' /eﬁjxe )LWP/Q/Le(Q, m@m(&i}wbbﬂ\/f.

Later i the dary she saro the fox's shin naifed flat en o beard, a8 if ermeified
gt gave her an wneady feeﬁmg.

‘Zﬂ{e @Cc)/li -6 m@g)v% He went a@@m]k w/ubk jx/\/é frvx@mﬁ)x M)\M/t a4 /%f j\,e fw&
dwafllowed part of his chin. But in behaviow: he was polite and affable. He
did net bary M%m@g abewt hid intertion. dnd he /Qe(f/c Mareh alone.

That evening )bkv% bat jim the &/i/rvi/r\lg%@@m. %mf@%& wouldn't have him in her
é/L/f/f/i/r\g—)L@@m\ any moehe. iflme w6l 4 VVJV% @/L(g /QCog omn /Oke fMe. nd eVW%@@&/%
wad budry. Banford had lettens to white. Mareh wad dewing o dress, and he was
/YV\%&A/V\ lg Abme Q/L/'t)&e conthivance.

Banford stepped her Letter-whiting from time to time te fock rownd and rest
fndb ed%d@&. (ﬂne @Mf fwtﬁ jvt/é jxemﬂ dorom, l}u\/é faee fx/uM% evel IQA/@B @j@@.

'Let'd dee, daid %mf@ﬂuﬁ. Weh ot train do Yyoun g6 @% g}f@r\hﬂﬂ'
He ,Q@@ﬁe& wt) A]Um/b@gjut at j»e)b

'The mehming thaim. I the mehmimg.! he said.



“Uehot. the eight-ten ot the eleven—twenty?:
The elleven—twentry, § suppose, he said.

That is the dary after tomerrow?' said Banferd.
Yes, the dary after tomerrow.

'WMad' ypmnred %mf@k&, and /Ajye retwined teo den w)L/L)t/i/r\g. But b /M)xe w64
ﬂmﬁmg her %Ve/Q@/Pe, Mhe abled:

Aond what plans have yyon made for the futwre, if § mary ash?
'Plans? he said, his (fa@e vely @)L/ngvf and anghy.

'$ mean abount Youn and Nellie, /Lf You ahe going om with this business. When do
Youm e)(/t)ee;t ]bke we&cﬂ/\mg #6 come @@ff? ' éfxe é@@ﬁe A Jee)uimgg Aone.

'@I\, )bke we&&/im@({!’ I»e )L@Pﬂ/i,e&. 'd don't P!

Dot yon know wa;t&/im@g"?' baid Banford. ‘e yew geing to elear out on
?&MQW% WNQ /Qwv e /fjv\/r\gé Mo Anehe /ée]b&erﬁﬁ)wﬂ\ %wdt ahe?'

Weelll, WM shonJdn't 92 We can a/QMm/k({A whjite Letters.

Yes, @f conrde you can. But § wanted to finow becansde @f Ahis @h@e. .ﬁf Nellie
A8 going fe get wmaried ol @f o dundden, § shall have te e J&@@ﬁmg nevnd f@& a
memnr /PMMCJL'

'@@MMm'}t Me /M/a/lf omn dene /L(f /M)Le were matied?! jxe bajid. He frew %M/Lie well
ij)t -6l Q@m\/iﬂ\g.

'(W»,' Baid %mfwb& 'ﬁ)v\/eﬂ A 6 /pﬁaee f@& o manied %wpﬁe. ‘fﬁw)ie'é et w@m@gfx
wrerh e ﬁefyp 4 Nl gc@/vr\@g f@»k 6mne jb&/\/v\@g Hnd ﬁ)xdbe'é mo memety te be made. 14
quite noeless yowr thinking of staring on here if youw mamny. Abselutelyl

'%%, bt § voabn't ﬁ)x/lmﬁ/vr\g @f/ém/im@g om here, he said.



“Weell, ﬁwj’/é ij)t 9 wand Ao Irnorr. Aind ij}t abeut Nellie, ﬁ)x%(’? How J&fm\(g AB
e Jeing #6 be here with me, in that case?

‘fﬂ}w Hwe Wr\]tag@/r\/i/pl]f/é {ooled at ome m@]l’jxdb.
'That  can't W,' he andwered.

'Oh. ge a/Q@:m[g,' Mhe erjied @eM/Qwr\]bOJ%. ""ycm bt have dowme idea rwhat Youm ahe
(gc»/'vr\(g 16 do, /i,f youn iAb 4 woman to /Yh/ﬁ)l/!/lf Youm. Unless At's o ﬁy(m)c.'

Uehry showdd it be o hoax? § am going back te Ganada.
Aond taking her with you?

Yes, eertainlay.

You hear that, Nellie? said Banford.

MM@A wfx@» iw& iw(ﬁ IWJL jx%(ﬁ @w/c ever fxe& ém/’\/r\g, MO ,Q@@ﬁe& wp w/ubk 4 vap
/P/\/r\ﬁ Olnsh on her faee, and a qymeejn, sardenic /Q/M»ngx A her e/l(f% and on her
toisted mouth.

That's the finst time $ve heard that § was gojng te Ganada,' she said.
Well, you have to hear it for the frat time, haven't you? said the bory.
Yes, § suppose § have! she said nonchalantly. ofnd she went back to her

Awmg.
Weun'te guite teadry, are you, 16 g6 t6 Ganada? Fre yon, Nellie?' ashed Barford.
9 & ki 5 t

Mareh loohed wh again. She let her shenlders go Mlack, and Let her hand that
jxeM ,‘l’jxe meeé&e ,Q/Le ﬁ@@ée A j»e)b /leo

‘gt &epe/r\&/@\ on Aow §'m going,' she 8aid. '§ don't think § woant te Lo Jwvwwe& wh im
the 4;tem@ge, b o deldien's W/'Lfe. J'm af)mk& o et wded to that ey



The bery watched her with Gright eryes.
Weunld youm hather éztmi over here while 9 go f/i)%&/f(?' he asled.
' wonld, /Lf }w)\,@‘t'é %e @m\,@% aﬁi%mi/t\/e,' M)xe )LG/P,Q/LeJZ.

'That's munch the wisest. Don't make it Ay f/wce& wgagwm)t,' Said G?Bmf@)n&.
'‘Eeave /%@Mh/ée,@f f)bee *e o oh ot afie)n Ixe'/é Lg@t bach and f@m& youn 4 /P,Q/aee,
Nelljie. Anpthing ellse is madmess, madmess.

"Don't youm ﬁ)vm\ﬁ’ Aaid Jb&e /%@M% we @M(glﬁ te eg;e)t mahied @efme K g@——m&
%w g6 )tcgge]b&dp, 6h é@rw)mjte, a@@@h&/i/r\@@; e how At M/FM\AG?'

I think its o temible idea, eried Barnferd.

But the bory was watehing March.

Whet do yon think? he ashed her.

Bhe let her eryes sthary vaguelay inte Apace.

Well, § don't fnew, she said. '§ shall have to think abeunt it.
Uehry?' he ashed pertirentln.

'WFM(’?' She )ivyr)e@‘te& his %M%];t/ue/r\ A 4 /m@eﬁ/i/r\@g ey and Joohed ot bjim
Langhing, theugh her face was pink again. 'd showld think there's plentry of

headond WM.'

He watched her in sifence. She seemed to have eseaped him. She fad got inte
,Qeagme with %mf@&& afainit him. There was agaim the queel, sardenic Jool
abount her; she wounld moch MMMM/% at e\fdt/%ﬁ»/i/r\g he said or which /Q/Lfe

of fored.

'@f conrde, he baid, 'd don't want o Phess yeoun Ao do Wv\/%%/t/r\cg Youm den't wish o
do."



'§ shondd thinkh rot, indeed, eried %M\f@k& M&/&g”’”“”‘iw
At bed-time Banford said plaintivelny te March:
You take oy hot bettle wp for me, N el ie, will You?'

Yes, $I do it seid March, with the kind of willing wnwillingness she so
(gf/‘tw M@we& Fowardd j&db beloved bt wncertain (él/L/Q/Q

‘ffl&e Ao women went M/I?AM/UL/A. @%f/fe& 4 time @M,M@/K called f’i@fm fjxe }t@VP ®f ,‘tke
Ataind: 'gc@@&—m/'u‘giut, g]fvr\)r/!f I bhar't be coming dern. “gcm'f& Jee to the M/p and
)‘j\e fMe, won't /‘f‘”’“?'

The mext dany Henmry went about with the elowd om his brow and his yewng enbs
face shut wp tight. He was eogitating Sl the time. He had wanted Mareh te
NM)W% A/wvx and [gc@ bacl te Ganada W/Liwx A/W\ Fond j»e fw& been duntre M)Le w@m/u do
At. @WM he wanted her he didn't fnerr. Bt he did want her. He had set his
mjind o her. And he wad corvulsed with « ﬂdww%’/e& fwz/lf at @e/'m\g thavarted. To
be throarted, to be thuwarted! gt made bim s furions inside that he did net bnor
whet o do with himself. But he hept himself in hend. Becanse even mow
things might A sut differently. She might come ever to fim. Of cowrse she
might. 3t wad her bunsiness te do de.

Things drew to o tention again towards evening. He and Banferd fad aveided
each other ol J@/%. In fae}t, %mf@k& went jin to the Little towmn @y the 11.20
Phajin. It wad M«Mﬁe}t JZW% éixe M)L/We& bach om ﬁ)xe 4.25. @44/\/@3/1 a4 }%e m/t(gih/'t el
Falling Hemry saw her Little figwre im a darh-blue coat and o darh-blne tam-
o'~Shanter hat chedding the f/l)r/@&/c meadouw (f&@m\ the Station. He steed under one
Csif %e w/LM /pea)n Aheed, W/Lﬁ}h ﬁ}te @M &w& /Q%\fe/@& )L@wvr\cﬁ ivt/e& fee/c. @AM\& jxe wa)t@j»etﬂ
the Little blue f/LgMe mﬁ\fme/i/r\@g /Pd(/é/i/é)twﬂﬂf over the &@m@gk w/i/r\)teﬁc—)mgge&
meadorw. She fad her arms fv&/@ @»f Meeﬁ/as, and advanced /é/@@wﬁ/%, f)m/uq ﬁ)x/m\@g she
wad, but with that devilish Little cortaintry which he so detested in her. He
steed invisible wnder the pear thee, watehing her every step.



HAnd /Lf foohs conld have affe@]ﬁe& hen, she wordd have fe,@)t o o g @;f e om eath
of her anbles «b she made her wary forward. You're o masty Little thing, yon
e, he wab darping deftlny, acress the distance. Yeure o masty Little thing. 4
inpre f%@»wﬂl be /[m/u;Q bacl f@% S )wxe Iw)mh /%cm've dome me fC»)L m@;tkmg. 4 f»@xpe youm
willl- ~yen maditry Little ﬁ}vm\@g d fx@/pe /%cm’u have to by f@& it. You will, /Lf
widhed are M%M(g You abiny Little ereature that Yo are.

Bhe was toiling Mowlny wp the slope. But if she had been slipping back t
evely Atep towardd the Bottomless Pit, he wenld net have Jome e f»e/@p her
with her parcels. Ahe, there went Mareh, striding with her flong, Land stride
i her breeches and hen shert tuniel é)UL/LJZA/r\(g doronbill at Dreatt pace, and
even hvnning « few steps now and then, in her great selicitnde and desjine te
come fo the redene @f the Little %mf@%o@ The @Mf watehed her with hage im his
heart. Bee horfeap o diteh, and haon, un b if o houde was on fire, just to get o
that oreeping, dark Little object down there! So. the Barnford just steod still
and waited. Fnd Mareh strode wh and tooh 200 the pwceﬁé exc@p)t 4 bunch @f
ye/u@w Wam%wwv\/e& These the 6034/%7@@&& stilll W/’Le&——%em@w

chrysanthemmmsl

“Yes, Nyou feoh welll, dom't Aoun?’ he said /@k«af)tﬁ/!f jinte the dush air. “You Looh well,
pettering wp there with « bunch c’if (fﬁ@wdr/é, youn do. $d make Yyoun eat them (f@&
yeut tea /'Lf You fwg them 46 M{gfut. FAnd 94 Give them You f@k @&wﬂfﬁ@t afahm, d
would. 44 Yive %@m@]@@we)t/é. N @)bl}mmg 6@@;%«»%.'

He watched the proghess c’if the twe women. He conld hear their veices: March
duvarys eutdpolen and nather seelding in her tenderness, Banferd mumuning
M%di Va{%meﬁ@f ZW)LW% wele eV/LJZ%]tM @G)@@& f’b/b%zﬁ/é. He e&mu et j»ea)c ij]t )t'jwﬂf
éwwz /‘t/'L/Q/Q )bkwi Came o ﬁ)xe (fw(Ee @if )bke jx(w\e /YV\%JZ@;W, wfvlfjx ;tt’w% At G/QA/W@
Then he sare Mareh manfully elimbing ever the bars with ol her packages jn
her arms, and o the st ain he heard %mf@&&'é f&efchQ:

'WM don't Yo ,Qei me lxe,Q/lo Youm w/ufjx ,‘dxe /Iw)pce,Q/A(?' éﬁe fw& “ %MedL, ?,Q,nmi/we
hiteh in herveice. Then came March's robust and rechless:



'Oh, J gfm\ manage. Don't You @@%e& abont me. @g@m've JL Yom Can do o ‘gei
nfrw)r/Ae eyekl.

""y%, Wi’é a,Q,Q de/% weﬁﬁ,' daid %mf@&& fheifmﬂb%. '@y@m /.M/lf, Deon't You g@}%%
about me, and then sl the while youn feeﬁ Mﬁmetﬁ becande mobedy thinks of

/%CMA.'
When do J (feeﬁ /'m\@jwae&(’?' Aaid Mareh.

'@ﬁa(ﬂ/(/\fﬁ/]j/é ("y@m a,QAAm/lZ{/@& feeﬁ MJMeJZ. @)\F oA /%C»M')Le feeﬁ/i/y\cg /i/r\ﬂjm)be& becande 3§ won't
have that bory to come and Live en ibl&e(fm.'

P ot feeﬁ/i/r\g MJM@(Q at aﬂ,Q,' Aaid JVLMG/K g frow Yo ahe. @W’I»% jne’/@S @Q’)@m\e
you M sl ever it. § ko qyeu sl

%)iw,@,@ 9?' baid eMm)L(“jL Wee'll see.!

“Yes, we .l pee, wr;f@&/c«maieﬁnf. 4 can't think how You can wmalle %@meféf A6
@/Aewp Jean't W@g’/&ne jy@w Yoin Can ,Q@wdc /%cw)r/ée/qf J&/Lgce At

K j\/w\f%']ﬁ ﬁ@wdw& We,@(f,' baid J\/LA)L(“J)L

'J don't finow what You calll it, them. Letting @@f% Like that come 4o dxeeﬁq
and /'«/Mmélw;t and malle g @f you. d dom't fmows wohat Yom Hhink @,f Af@m/exeﬁf.
How much hedpect do AYom think hes geing te have f@& You @@/‘tdunm&é‘? My
word, § wonlda't be in f%cw)n Shees, /L(f You warhied hiw.

'@f contie Yo wonldn't. QM/% boets are « g@@;& bit tee @/Lg fm you, and net fwﬁf
dajrtry enongh,' said Mareh, with rather o misfire sarcadm.

g ﬁ)x@mglﬁ You head toe munch /rahAJZe, )L%U/% J did. A woman's ot to held &Meﬁf
fL/L(gfx %/Pe@/i/a,wf% with %@Mj}k Like that. WM he's /\/YWPMJZ%/% Even the wany he
f@&eecﬁ lbt/vvnéeﬁf om wd at the Stant.

We ashed him to stary., said March.



Nt Al he'd almest f@)w,eél wh fo. Fond then he's 46 (3@(32/% and Aeﬂf—a/@%wne&. J\/Lnf
word, he /pmj/.; "y bach M/Io g /A/\/WVP/Q/% can't MmgMe hero youm Can Let hjim Ahreat

you s cheeply

' don't ,Qe)t jx/um Hreat me (Jxewpblf,' Baid JVLM(“J}» "Den't Yom w@h)y/l‘f /%@M)(/@_&eﬂf,
m@@@zﬁaf/et geing Ao theat me ejxea/pﬂ/% HAnd even You aren't, either. She had «
tender defiance and a certain fire in herveice.

""y%, A4 Anhe 6 come bacl A6 me,' /@\a/i,& %mf@&& @/L}tidbw "ﬂw;&'@ a,QAAm/lj/@& )l’jxe %JZ
@f Jit. 4 believe You @mw do it to Apite me.!

"ﬂwd% went new in Ailence wh the Ateep, ghaddy /A,wape and ever the brew, W@Mgfn
the (gc»)vée bushes. On the sther side @(f the fue&@ge the @@f% fc»,u@we& jin the dushh, ot
some Little distance. Now and then, W@Mgf» the /\M@ge aneient Ae&ge @f
hawthorn, risen inte trees, he dan the twe dark figwres ereeping wp the filll
b he came to the top of the slepe he daw the homedtead dark im the twilight,
with « hu ge old peah thee ﬁemwr\eg f)LC@/YV\ the mear (ga@&e, and a Little ﬂfe,ucwr h’@gfut
M/\/r\ﬂcﬁ/vr\g i the smalll side soindews @if the Litehen. He heard the elink Co(f the
Lateh and sarw the Ritehen doon epern inte Light a8 the twe women went indoers.
A6 )tﬁwy% were ot home.

And 861 --Hhib wad what )bkwi ﬁ’nw@gﬁi @(f him. §t wad hather in hid matwre to be
«Listener, so he was met at alll surprised whatever he heard. The things pecple
Said about him lwars missed him personaly. He was enfay nather surphised
at %e awemen'd w6y w/dd)x omne m@ﬁ)w)c. Fond jxe Mﬁwe& ;tke %@fm& w/ubk 4
acid dislihe. Fnd he fe,@t dharon te the March afahm. He feﬁ/‘t i
M)LUAMJULM/% draren to her. He (feﬂi there wab o decret bond, o dechet thread
between him and her, /gs@we;tfm'm@g vevy exeludive, which shut et evdr/%@@&nf else

and made him and her possess each other i decret.

He hoped again that she woudd have him. He hoped with his bleed snddenin
Firing wp that she wondd aghee to maviy him quite quickly: at Ghristmas, very
/Q/Lﬁoeﬁ/lot. Chnistmal wad met fa)i @ff He wanted, whatever else M/p%e&, e
brateh her into 4 M)b% mariage and 4 combummation with him. Then f@»h the



fmme, ﬁw% conld ahange Later. But he I»@@e& it wendd M@w b he wanted
it. He hoped that tenight she weundd stary o Little while with him, after
Banford had gone wpstaing. He hoped he conld tench her soft, ereamy cheek, hex
Atrange, f}o/'u‘gf»)twe& fa@e. He fn@@eﬁ he cond Leeh jinte her difated, fm{gfdwe&
&Mﬁ e/%% %M/Ute nreah. He IL@/PeJZ fhe W/L(glﬁ even TMA}C In/\/eﬂ I\MJZ o ihdb bosom WNQ
feel her soft breasts under her tumic. His heart beat deep and powerful as he
thought of that. He wanted very much to do so. He wanted to make dwre of fer
A@f)t woman'd breasts wnder her tunie. She a/QM”W‘j/A ﬂwp)t the Grown Liren coat
buttoned de elose wp to her thioat. It seemed to him Like dome perilous secret,
that her deft weman's breasts must be buttoned wp im that wniform. It seemed to
b, moreoven, that ]bfwy% wehe 46 munch /A@f)tdu Aenderer, more ﬁ@\fef%f and Jovablle,
St wp i that tumie, than were the Banferd's breasts, ander her seft Glouses
and (D/L/%ffcam dresses. The %er@)n& wonld have Little ron breasts, he said e
bimself. For ol her Praillty and Pretfidness and delicacry, she wenld have
Ay o breasts. But Mareh, wunder her ende, fast, werbman's tunic, weunld
have /éﬁ»f)ﬁ, white breadts, white and wnseen. S he teld fwrv\/e&e%f and his leed
@Wm\e&.

VUehen he went jin te tea, he fad o drpride. He appeared ot the inner door, his
Face very wddy and vivid and his bue eyes shining, dropping his head
ferward as he came jim, in his whwal wary, and hesitating in the deotuvar to
wai(“jx ;tke M\AMQe (gf %e hooAm, ﬁewﬁf% M\JZ WM@M!@%, @e@ ehe Ae w/cdbe(ﬂ. He wad
weahing « fong-sleeved waisteont. Hid face deemed expractdinanily Like o piece
@if the @M/c—c»(f—&c»@)z/@s come indoed: o &@QM—@MM do. dm his second c»(f pande i
the (Q@)@)wmﬂi he ook jin the twe wemen /@Wt)t/i/r\g at Aablle, ot @/pxp@é/ute endd, oo
them sharply. And to his amagement March was dressed jin o dress of dnfl,
green sk crape. His mouth came open im sunprise. If she had sunddenfry prown
o mendtache he conld net have been more Am)r/p)b/i/ae&.

'WM,' he said, do You weah 4 dhedd, }fjx%?'

éfne ,Q@@ﬁe& "VP j%%fvvr\cg 4 &eeyp hede (“,@/QCMA)L, WNQ /‘bw/\/é/‘t/\/r\g deb /M@M% w/L}tA 4
dile, daid:



Of cowrse  do. Wehat else de you expeet me o wear but a dress?’

A Land god's wniform, of cownse,' said he.

Ok, she eried, nonchalant, that's enlny for this divty, muchy werk about here.
Yo't it o proper dress, then? he said.

No, mot indoord it idn't, she daid. But she wad @ng L the time «b she
/Iocw)LeJZ ont jx/t/e\ tea. He Bat &Cwmx Am A/L/e& WM at M@/Qe, W@/Qe te Mﬁe ILA/Q e/lf%
of f her. Her dress was o perfeetly simple slip of (luey-preen erape, with «
Lime @if g@»u M/Liekmg rownd the top and round the sleeves, which came te the
fborw. Jt wad cut Just /P/Q%/\/r\ and hovnd at the tep, and showed her white, /A@fit
threat. Her avmd he finero, Aﬂb@mg and f/t)w« mudeled, f@k he had @f)tvr\ deen her
with her sleeves rolled WP Bt he loohed her WP and dowonm, wp and dowom,

%wvtfeﬂ(ﬁ, at %e @%db end @if ibke M@/Qe, Baid net 4 word, but /P/L,g[gﬁe& w/'ut& ]bke
sardime e her plate. He had forgetten hen existence. He just simply stared ot
Mareh while he ate his bread and mergarine im Iw@ge mw;t&ﬁm forgetting
even his tea.

Well, § never rnew mx/%%/vr\g mabe dnch &Aff%%@e?' he munmured, achoss his
poucthfils

Oh, goedness!” enied Mareh, blushing still more. ' might be o pink menkey!

Srd she nose quicklny to her feet and took the tea-pot to the fire, to the hettle.
Aind b she cronched en the heatth with her Preen é,Q/i/p about hen, the @@f% Stared
mehe w/uﬁe—w;eél than ever, ‘;Thwgf» the Chape her woman's ferm seemed /A@f}t and
W@WM. @“m\& wjxw Me /M@@JZ wp m& MmMeJl ke B fxda ,Qe@%é meve /@S@)f]t w/utkm
her medennly shert shint. She had on Glack silh stechkings, and small patent
shoes with Little g@M buwehles.

No, dhe wad ancther being. Bhe wab /@s@mﬁkmg quite different. Seeing her
a/QMrﬁ/IJ/A A %e M&—&Q@% @&ee(bke/e&, w/uQe om be»e f»/vp/@& @M}t}th/r\eJZ o ﬁ,’w ﬁmee,



ey ab ahmewt, and jin the Grown puttees and thick Geots, it had mever
oceunred te fim that she had o woman's ﬁegé and fee/t Now it came when him.
Bhe fad o woman's soft, shirted Llegs, and she was accessible. He (lunshed to the
noetd of his hair, shoved his nese in his tea—enp and dank his tea with «
Little noise that made %mf@&& é/wwpff% Aquim: and éMge,@%, /.@SMMM\M he feﬁi
4 Amam, Mo ,Q@mgdb “ aicm)%. He fef&i a man, sith ol a man's ghave we/L(gf»/‘t ©f
nedpordibilitny. A ewriows quictness and gravidry came sver his soul. He felt o
wan, quiet, with « Little @f the heaviness @f wafle JZ%W\/Mf npen him.

She woas é@f)t and accessible in her dress. The %Cg@%)t went heme jin him Like
an everlasting responsibidity.

'O, (f@h @g@)@(ﬁm%/é' Aake, Aoy /@&@me;bKMLg, A@We@c»c%,,' enied %wrf@&(ﬁ @fke&fuﬁﬂ%. ‘gt
%/L(gin)t be fwmﬁ' fﬂ)»e @@/% ,Q@@ﬁe& at f»da, WNQ A/ke C@MM ot bear AA/@& fa@e.

A frneral' baid Mareh, with o twisted smie. Wehny, that Greaks may dream.
Buddentny she had thought of Barford in the weed-bex for o coffin.

What, have yon been dreaming of o wedding? said Barford sarcasticallny.
\Mast have been,' daid March.

“Whose wedding? ashed the Gory.

'§ can't hemenber, said Mareh.

Bhe wat shy and rather awlward that evening, in spite of the fact that,
weating o desd, her bearing was much more subdued than in her wniferm. She

feﬁ]b M\/Peeﬂe& and M]l’jxe& ey(/tac@/@}e&. éixe feﬁ)t aﬂmn@/éjt A/W\/I3)L@>/t?db.

Thery talked desnltorilny about Hemny's depaiture mext merning, and made the
ivial arangement. But of the matter en their minds, meme of them spoke.
Gﬂw% wehe hather quiet and f}u'wr\&ﬂ/% Hhis evening: Gﬁmf@h& had @Me)t/wau%
fr\(sa}d&/\/hg te M% Bt Andide lxdt/éeﬁf éﬁe Seemed Aﬁ/d&, /Pe’!jvaé KM&Q/%



At mine e'eloch March @Mm(gf»)t jin the ey with the eVdLMJtMg tea and
Little cold meat which %mf@&& had frvwm@ge& Ao precure. It wad the Last Aupper,
A6 %mf@h& did et want to be Mgkewgﬁe. She fe/Q)t a bt dehvy f@k the @Mi’ and
fe/Q]t she munst be ab nice ab she conld.

He wanted her to go fo bed. She was MSMJUW the f/’t}r/esjt. But she dat om in her
chair wnder the /wap (g)’zmm@m(g at her booh noro and then, and Ataring inte the
fMe. A (;Qeeyp siflence had come into the room. Jt rwad brohen @% March a/éﬁ/\/r\g
o hather dmall tome:

Uehot time a8 it, JAIL?
"Five past ten. Said %mf@&&, ,Q@@ﬁ/\/r\g at her wonist.

FAnd then net o donnd. The @@»f% had Loched wp (f)n@fm the Gook he roas A®%/v\g
betoeen his bneed. Hid nather wide, cat-shaped face had ifts ebstinate Look, hiy
W%% awele wa)tekfmﬁ.

Wohat about bed? said Mareh ot Last.
'd'm )iea&/tf when Yoin ave, daid G?Bmfc@)uﬁ.
Oh, vy well.' said Mareh. ' $U LUl yowr fettle.

éfxe w-al el g(g@(ﬁ Y ju% word. %jxw )bke jx@i—um)tda @@ii,@e ey )L%JZ/% Me L'Li 4
candle and went wpbtaird with it. Banferd remained im her ehair, Listening
aw;teff%. March came downstaind againm.

'There Yyou he, thern, she said. 'HAre Yyou going wp‘?'

Yed, im a mirute, Baid %mf@&&. Bt the minute /fm/@}/ée&, and Mhe dat om in her
chair under the /Qwva

gffw\)mot whede eyed wehe Mw\/rvvr\(g Lifle o cat's ab he watched f)um wnder his
breres, MJZ wjx@»ée faee AeweoQ WA/JZUL, mehe (“jm@@e& Wr\& (%i—,QA,ﬁe w/utk
W,Q,‘tdm@ﬂe @;@éjt/i/vm(“/%, mew hede teo fm/@s fee)t te j}'/‘f IQA/A ]fj\)ugw.



g think gL go and Lool. /Lf J can dee the M’xe—f@x,’ he said. She mary be Cheeping
nownd. Weon't yon Come 4l well f@h o minnte, Nellie, and dee /Lf we Jee

wwyf%mg?'
'Mel' eried March, ,Q@@fb/i/r\(g wh writh her startled, w@m&e)ui/r\[g fa@e.

'Gg?%. Gome on,' he daid. $t wab w@m&dnfmﬁ honw é@»f)t and s and Coaxing bis
veice conld be, how near. The veny sound of it made Banferds 0leed boil. 'Come
o FoX 4 mirnte, Ae /M/wQ ,Q@@ﬁ/m\g chwmx JAnte fudn A/\/IQ/Q/.LfiE(Q, wriunhe fa(ﬁe.

Aornd she role to her fee]t vy /Lf dharon wp @”j his Yoy, )MAM/% fa@e Hhat roas
,Q@@ﬁ/\/r\(g &@wm om jde

'd shonld think yeun'he meveh going eut at HhAS Hime ©f m/i(gfv‘t, Nelliel' enjied
%Wr\f@&&.

Yed, just for o minute,' said the bery, Looking rownd om her, and speaking with
an odd, shanp yelp jim his veice.

QM,M&A ﬂ@@ﬁe& f)mm\ emne 1o }‘jye @}‘j»da, a4 /Lf (i@/r\fm/e&e&, Vagme. %mf@h& hode 1o jydp
feejt fc@k battle.

Wby, it ridicnlons. $t8 bitter eold. Yeull cateh yowr death in that thin
Prock. And jin these slippers. Yeu're net going te do anyy dunch thing.

There wab a mement's pande. %mf@&& tuntled wp Like o Little fmgidm@g coch,
fae/i/r\g March and the @cmf.

'O, 4 don's ﬁ}v\mﬁ Yo need w@))[)l/li aﬁm%eﬁf’ he )Lfyp/Q/LeJZ. ' mement wnder )fjxe
Mtard wen't do M@@&ﬂf Ay &W@ge. 3 get the hng @ff the /A@fa jn the &/\/y\/m\,g—
LICICY %)@M'&e GWMMCg, @)\f e,Q,Q/Le"

His veice had g6 much anger and contempt and fury in it a4 he spoke to
Banford: and 4o munch tenderness and prond antherity a4 he spoke te Mareh.,
ﬁ)\,@i ,‘dxe /Q@ijte)b wr\/éwdne&:



'WJ%, g'm e@;/m/i/r\g.’
Aornd she Aunned w/L}l’/A hjim te }l’jxe doon.

Tﬁmfm&, /@S)ta/vx&/mxg there jin the middle @f the room, /@SMMM\M barst imte 4 ,Q@fr\g
Mm/hﬁ and 4 éfpa/e&/m @f 2604. éihe covered Ine)b fa@e waK ILCJL 13@(9%, /tk/\ﬂ\ M&é and
hor thin shewlders sheok jim an agory of weeping. March Locked back from the

cQ@@;)L.

'@4/&/@' /M)Le ied in a fM/t/Le Aomne, Lile someone JM/A}‘Z @@%M@g awale. Fnd Me
seemed to start towards her darling.

Bt the @@nj had Mareh's arm in his i, and she cendd net meve. Bhe did net
frnomn wM she conld not meve. $t wad ab in o dream when the heart Sthaing and
the @@th carnot AtAN.

'Never mind,' daid the @@f% éc»f/t@%. 'Let her ey, Let her ey She will have to
(vmf deomnel ok h}keﬂ. Hond )tfl)»e teard s il velieve f»db feeﬂmgé. "ﬂwﬂf willl de i»dt
g©©&f

Ao jxe &)Lw @NLM(»/Q Q/Q/(QW/Q/YJ, ﬁ)\)ugmgjp %e JZ@(@)MUW%. But jxdb Mi /Q@»@ﬁ NV @a@ﬁv fo
]bke /p@co)i ,Q/'utiﬁe ngMe wk/‘u@& M@@Jl Am %e quM,Qe @f ]bke 66 w/utk cevered fa@e
and %/t/r\ shoulders shaben w/L% bitter weeyp/i/r\g.

I the &/i/r\/i/r\{g—%@@/m he @A@ﬁe& wp the g and daid:
Whap yourbelf wp im this.

éfne @@U%e&— —m& ﬁwﬂ% )Lea@/ke& /cke fe/’b}t(%m &@@k, i}»e fx@M/\m@g fndc éc»(f)t m&(f/\}w\ @f%
%E A, )t/k@Mngb Me M et ﬁ/r\cwr At. Wl{% Me Aoy )bke /r\/'Lgix/f @M}b@}/\,&e Me
/M’A)L)te& back.

' mndt go bach to @g/bu,' She 4aid. '§ modt Oh /‘Uf% J st

Het, tone downded fwﬁ The @@;f% Let ge @f her and she tned indoors. But he
seiged her again and avrested her.



Wit o minute,' jne Baid. Wait o mirnte. Even /Lf Yyoum g6, /lf@wx')be met g@mg /%ei.'

'Leave @g@! Leave g@?’ she erjied. '@M/% /[J/Qme A et JUUM side. Poor, Little Jwv\/r\g
she's 3606ing her heart out.

Yes.' said the bory bitterly. 'And yowr heart toe, and mine as well
Your heart?' said March. He still pripped her and detained hen.
Yo't ik o good ab her heart? he said. 'On do nyou think it met?
Your heart? she said again, ineredufons.

'y%, minel Minel Do Yo Hhink § haven'st @g@/l‘a heart? And with his hot
hadp he took her hand and pressed it wrder his left breast. There's my heart,
Ae M/L(Q, '/Lf Youm &@m'}t @e,Q/LeVe An At

It wab wonder which made her attend. And then she (feﬁi the &e@p fu%\f%
/f)@wdcfmﬁ stroke @f his heart, temnible, Lile é@meﬁ)vi/r\g f)bfwv\ @Mf@/r\&. It was Like
/@S@)weiwx/i/r\(g (fk@fm @Mf@m\&, é@meil’jx/iﬂ\cg Mﬂﬁf%w outdide, m{gmﬁﬁmcg to her. And
the signa paralysed her. It beat wpon hervery sonl, and made her helpless. She
ferget L. She cendd net think of Il any more. She conld mot think of her.
Theat teniblle signalling from entaidel

The @@/% /rm)t his o round her waist.
'Gome w/utﬁb e, Ixe baid g%}tbf 'Gome and ,Qe;t wh /M/tot wﬁ,a)t we've g&;t *e W.'

Ard he drew her outside, closed the deor. And she went with him JZM,Q/% doron
the @gm&w 1%% That he shenld have o @eait/i/r\(g heart! And that he showdd have
his arm reund hen, eutside the 6lanket! She wad tes %/r\fu/e&e& te think whe he
wad 64 wohat he oad.

He ook her to o dath cobner @f the shed, where there was o teel-box roith « Lid,
,Q@/r\g wmﬁ ,chr.



Wee'll 4t here o mirunte, he said.
Fornd @@e&/iw/t@% M{e Aat dowmn @/% fvt/eﬂ bide.
'Give me youwr hand, he said.

Me ga\fe Ix/wv\ @@% j\db I\M/NQ/@&, m& Ixe I»eJUZ ]bfxw @e]bwee/r\ lvl/e& o, He wad /%cwmg
and it made him tremblle.

'Gg@m'f& Mx)mdt Ane., Gg@m',Q,Q W Ane @ef@)be 4 g& @a@ﬂe, wen't /%@m(?’ fxe /P,Q%JZ&Q
'@WM, ahen't we beth « pair @f f@@%"?' she 4aid.

tHe had put her in the corner, so that she showdd net ook ent and see the Lighted
windeow @f )bke fwm/eﬁe 4Ch6AS %e darh @ga)uﬁw He thied to ﬁeeyp f/)wJL S }Ljhdce
Jjrdide ﬂ)ne shed w/ubl)» hiw.

"I wohoat wany o paih of f@@ﬁé‘?' he said. If you go back to Ganada with me, $ive
gc@jt 4 J@@ and 4 @Q)@@(Q wage wa/'ut/i/rxg f@h me, and A8 a mice /p,uce, meah the
monrtaing. @WM shenfdn't Yow mally me? WFM shenddnt we mahhy? 4 should
Like to have Nyoun there with me.  shendd Like te feeﬂ 44 got Aw«e@@&nf there, at
Me bach @@]@ me, a/u Y /Q/%fe.'

Yeou'd ea/MMfMJZ Aw«e@@&nf elde whe'd dunit youn better, she said.

'@y%, 4 /Yh/tgj»i M/Lﬁ/% f/\m& M@%db (gA)L/Q J o § ec@ww. But not one § )L%MJ%
wanted. $ve never met one d )L%/Q/Q/lf wanted f@& fg@@él. @yw dee, ' Hx/\mﬁ/\m@g c@(f
g Life. §F 9 mamny, § want to feel it's for all my Life. Other girls: well,
%fﬂf}be Jm/@&)t g/t)L/Q/e& mice %(m‘gjx t6 (g@) 4 MM w/ubk NG wmﬁ ﬁ)xw @)\F Aice w@u@g&f@&
a bit @f pﬂmf Bt when  think @f my ,Q/Lfe, then § shoudd e velvy dehy fo have
Ao maiy ome @f them, § shondd indeed.

'@y@m Mmedn ]l’jwdt‘f ww}&&m% male You 4 (gc»@& w/Lfe.'



'Gg%, I wean that. But § don't mean ]bfz)w% worldn't do their &M)‘/% @f% me. § mean-
-4 don't frnoro what § mean. @mﬁ% when § think @f my ,Q/Lfe, and @f You, then the
Hwre %Mcgé o A6 [ge%dc.'

'ond what /Lf %@l‘f LAnA? she Aaid, woith her odd, dardenic tonch.
Weell, § think ﬁ}nw‘; wounld!

(ﬂ)&@% vy fc»)n dome fime A/L/er\]t. He jxe/u j»db Iw/r\&é Am fv\/é but jne did et mafe
leve te her. Since he had )Lw/Q/izge& that she wab o woman, and vidnerable,
accesdible, « cortain heaviness had possessed fis sonl. He did net want to make
Leve to her. He shrank from any such performance, almest with fear. She was
woman, and vidnerable, accessible to hjim (fwuﬂ& and fe held back (fk@m\ thoat
which wat ahead, almest with dread. It was o bind of darhness he bnew he
wounld enter (f/vmf&/% bt @(f which he did rot want a4 a‘{/e/c even o think. She
N ibke woman, and he wal )L%/P@M/L@/Qe (f@k %e /@an/r\[ge VM/Q/Y\UM@/DQ/LW he had
suddenfny realiged im her.

Neo, she said at Last, ' $m o fool. § fonow $m o fool.!

Uehat for?' he ashed

T go em with this business.

Do you mean me? he ashed.

No, § mean mybelf. §m making o fool of myself. and a big ome.
Wehry, becanse you den't want te marnny me, reallay?

Oh. § don't hnows whether $m against it o4 « matter of fact. That's just it. 4
(Q@m\')t ﬁm@w.'

He ,Q@@ﬁe& at IWJL A %e &ﬂbﬁm%}/tl /ngg/qe&. He M et ion /‘dxe ,Qea/é]t N wf\/a;t
She meant.



'fornd don't Youm fonow wixe]h&dz Youm Lidle Ao At jxe&e w/ufjx e ]bk/\/@} pjirmte o net?!
he ashed.

'WNo, § don't )L%/QM 4 don't finow wixe]h&db K w/i/@m 3 wad 4@%%&9)& else. o
wj»e%dp g ,Q/Lﬁe @e/i/rxg fxdce. J den't e, )MJUO%.'

"De you w/'\/d» You wele w/ubk ML %mf@k&? De you wA/M)L /%(‘MA'JZ g@m\e te @e&
with her? he ashed, as « d}wﬁ/@wge

Me wajited 4 ,Q@/r\g Aime @ef@%e Me ardwered:
'No.' she said at Last. 'd don't wish that.

Aond do you think youw wenld sperd ol yowr Life with her--when yowr hain
goed white, and Yyoun she o{d?" he said.

'No.' she 8aid, withowt much heditation. 'd don't see @WUK and me twe ofd women
te (ge]bAeJL. '

'ond don't yYoin think, when $m an 6l man and y@m'&e an ofd woman, we M/Lg/ﬁ
be te (ge%db éi/L/Q/Q, A we are now?! Ae M/\xﬁ

Well, net ab we are now,' She &@pﬁ/te&, “Bunt § conld imagine--m6, § can't. § can't
Wg/l/r\e Yoir am o{d man. Besides, it's &&wégfmﬂ'

Wehat, o be an ofd man?'
'Gy%, @g@ conde.

Not when the time eomes,' he daid. But it hasn't come. Only it will. And
when it does, § shenld Like to think you'd be there as welll.

St of old age pensions, she said bnyln.

Her bind of witless hnmewr always startled him. He never hnew what she
meant. Pre ML% she didnt %M/L;te freow f»dr/ese,ﬂf.



Ne, he daid, hurt,

J don't bnew whay yon harp on old age,’ she said. ' Im met minetny.

Did ariybedny ever sany you were? he ashed, effended.

They were silent for some time, pulling different ways in the silence.
'§ don't want you te make fun of me.' he said

Don't you? she neplied, enigmatic.

No, becanse just Hhois mirute $m deriond. And when dm serions, d believe jin
mot making fun of it

You mean m@@@(ﬁf% eflde mudt Mﬁe‘fm @;f you,! she )L@I?/Q/Le&-

'y%, J mean that. And § mean  don't believe in Mﬁ/\mg fm @f At Weﬁf
Wehen it comes ever me 46 that I'm deriound, then--there it id, § dom't want it to
be M(gine(ﬁ at.

Bhe was siflent for seme time. Then she said, im avague, almest pained veice:
No., Immot Lenghing ot you.!

A het wave hode in his heart.

You believe me, do youn?' he ashed.

“Yes, § believe you,! She &evpﬁ/te&, with o twrang @f her ofd, tired nonchalance, 4
/L(f she Leve im becande dhe wad tired. But he didn't care. Hib heatt wad hot and
GMM@WA.

'S6 youn ag&eeﬂg w)t)y/% Ane @ef@ke 4 (gc@(?——/PeJJ\M/Pé at @j\/LA/AM('?'

'%%, K ag)nee.'



'Therel' he exclajimed. 'That's settled jit.

And he sat sillent, uncenseions, with all the Cloed burming in all his veins,
Like fine in alll the branches and twigs of him. He ey pressed her twe hands
te AAA Gj»e/é)t, w/utk@m]t ﬁm@w/i/r\g. %jx% ]fjxe e ieons /rw/e%/w/r\ @egm o djie dowmn, jxe
Seemed 16 come awahe 1o }l’jxe w@)&&.

Wee' L ge jon, Ahall 1oe? he Baid: as /Lf he )Lea/Q/i%eoQ Jt woad eold.
She rese withowt andwerin g.
"RABS e @ef@&e e g&, MO /%@M'Ve MNQ At f»e Aa/uﬂ.

And he Lissed her gmiﬁ/lf om the month, with « young, f)n/ttgfx/fwetﬁ Ljiss. It made
her fee,Q 46 yeung, tee, and f%/tlgfniwe&, and w@m&dm'/r\g): and tired, tired, «4 /Lf She
weke going e Aﬁewp.

(‘ﬂ)wﬂf wend indoord. fond in ﬁ}te /@S/L/C)t/iﬂ\@g—)b@@/m, ]whdbe, M@M&Ke& @% %e(fMe Like
queer Little witeh, wad Banferd. She looked rownd with reddened eryes as they
entered, but did mot nide. He thought she flocked frightening, wrnatural,
M@m@/{m@g there and ,Q@@ﬁmg novnd at them. Evil he )b&@u@gjd her Leoh was, and he
cresded his fingers.

%mf@&& Baw the )MMM% ellate fa@e on the f%w}bf»: he seemed /é)Uw/v\@geﬁf% Al and
@&/L(gﬁ;t and ,Q@@w/im@g. Ard Mareh had o delicate Lok en her face: Mhe wanted fo
hide her face, to dereen it. to fet it not be deen.

You've come at Last,' said Barnford nglily.

Yed, we've come, Said he.

You've been fong enongh for anything, she said.

Yes, we have. We've settled it. e shall marry as seon a8 possible, he neplied.



'Oh. yen've settled jt, have nf@m! Well, ¢ %@@e Yyoun won't Live te repent it Said
%mf@&&.

9§ hepe so too, he replied.

Aore you gojing to bed now, Nelllie?' said Barferd.
Yes, $m going mow.'

Then for goodness sake come afong.’

Mareh feched at the bory. He was glancing with his very bright eyes at her and
wt %mf@&zﬁ. March Loohed at hjim wwtfuﬂlb%. She wished she conld Atary with
hin. Bhe wished she had married him aﬂhw&f%, and it wad oJ{ ever. For oh, she
Jelit suddenfny so safe with him. She felt se strangeln safe and peaceful in his
predence. If @mﬁ/% she conld éﬁeep jim his shelter, and met with @ﬁl/LM She (feﬁfc
szmﬁ @if @gl/L/Q/Q In her dim, tenden state, it 1wad agony te have to go with @WU&
and /@\ﬁe@p with her. She wanted the @@f% #6 dave her. She leohed agajon at b,

Find he, wa)td)»/l/r\g it @)L/Lgfv‘t eyed, divined éwe%/l/r\g @f what dhe feﬁit. It
/puggﬁefﬁ and distressed him that she munst go with @WUZ.

'J Shan't ferget what yon've promised, he said, J&@@ﬁm@g elear jinto her eryed,
night inte her ees, de that he seemed to scenpy fl herself with his queer,
bright Leok.

She smiled to him fa/i/r\}tﬁ/!f, g%ﬂﬂf She fe/QJt /Mfe agaim- ~bafe with him.

But in A@Mte @f o the @@/1({'43 /p)newi/'t@mé, he bad o Setbach. The rm@)m\/i/r\@g he was
Leaving the farm he got March fe accompany him to the marhet-tewn, about six
wifes ey, where bew% went o the hegisthar and had their names stuch wh 48
e /pe@»Me whe were geing to may. He wal to come at Chridtmad, and the
we&Wg wad te talle @Q/ﬂee then. He I»@/foe& jin the Apring te be able to take
Mareh back to Canada with him, mow the war wad reafly ever. Though he was
46 young, he fon daved dome oy,



v@g@l mev:jz vae #o be w/ubk@m)t dJeme memety at %e backh @»f you, /Lf You Can %eﬂxp
At e Aaid.

Be she dawr him off in the train that wad going West: Ais camp wab on
éaﬁ/t/e&@ww Plajin. Fnd with @Ag, darkk eyel She watehed him ge, and jit beemed ah
if everything real in Life was retreating ab the thain retreated with his queer,
C‘ij@@af Mfotf fa@e, ﬁ)wi seemed b6 bread acress }l’/fxe cheels, and which never
seemed to ef\mge At8 expreddion, dave when « efond @f MM amger fwfr\g o the
broww, on the bright eyes fixed themselves in their stare. This was what
M/pweﬁ new. He leaned there ent @;f the cathiage windeow ab the thajin drew
@ff Baying @g@@&—@f%e and Maring back ot her, but his face quite M&i\/ﬁ/ﬂge&.
There wad no emotion on hid (fa@e. (%JZ/% his eyel i/tcglﬁme& and became f/bxe&
and jntent im their watehing Like o eat's when suddenlny she sees something
and Mtares. Be the @@nj'/es eyel Ajba)LeJZf/LXeJL@% oA the trajin drew Ay, and bhe wad
/Qef]t fee,QMg Mi@rxéeﬁ/% f@)&@}m. ?@/L/Q/i/r\g his /PW/L(%,Q prebence, She seemed to
have /M»%M\[g G»f him. FAnd she had /M»ﬁ»/t/r\‘g ©f M\/%ﬁ)vt/r\g @4\% his faee w-al
f/LXeJZ i her amind: the fwu, M&tﬁfl; W"d"“/"[g/‘/"@g cheels, and the éﬂm&@g&‘t Arnount
@f 4 node and the twe a%d@s /eS]ta)L/i/r\Cg above. A she condd remember was how he
QMMM\,Q/% whinkled his nese when he ngxe& A a puppy does when he is
/pbﬂ&fuﬁw @g&@wﬁ/i/rg. Bust him, fwm/éejéf and what he wad--she fnew m@ﬁx/\/r\(g,
éke jw(ﬁ m@%/i/r\ g sz jv\/vh wfxw Ae /ngi jxdb

O the ninth &Mf ﬁf)tdc he had /Qef)t her he received this Letter.

S have been sver it ll again in may mind #hid Gudinedd of me and you, and it
Jeemd fo me W@M/Mfa When you atent Hhete I dee what « (f)@@f S am. When
you ate thetre you Jeem fo lind me to /f%/tfn‘gé! ad /%f{y a@Wf/@ ate. Yoo make me
466/%/{”\@{4 Al wrteal, and I don't bnew what Then when I am af@m@V again WAt
J/Lff J deem 1o come fo my ewn dended and reallide what a (fé@f S am /mmg/l/ng @Jﬂ
fmfy/gle,% ard Aow S am treating you MJQM@ Becande it mudt be MJQM}‘@ you



féé me 1o g6 o with Hhid ﬂf;faﬂ/é when Jm}fjﬂeef/f/n my HAeatt that J/Zea[//%
Leye you. I Enew fe@f/ge Al o Mot 2% d/fuffa/m/ nendende abeut Leve, and I don't
want 1o o that. I wanit to Ze% Ao f)éﬂ/i/ﬂ pfae}% ard act in a dendible way. And
Hhat deemd Ho me what S'm ret c/@/t/n@gf I don't dee on what Eg%@wnc/d S am Jeing de
mabhy you. I know I am net head sver Aeeld in Love with you, ad I have fancied
Weff o be with f@@g@wd when J wad a Yyouny ﬁ@f @Jﬂ “ @gf/l/b( y@u akte an
abdelute dthanget te me, and it deemd to me You will 4&%@% be one. So on what
@gfé@wn//al am I going Ao makhy you? Whenr I think @J;f/w@g dhe id ten timed mote
real te me. I knew Aet and I'm m«fw@&yﬁmo/ @f%M and I Hate W@(J"/M “
beadt if I ever hunt Aer Little finger. We Aave o Life together. HAnd even if it
cant Lagt for ever, it id a Life while it does Last. SAnd it might Lot as long ad
cithet gf wd Lived. Whe Knewd how f@m@g we've get te Live? She id « delicate
Little %A/I\g f%/%d /"@g@//;/ but me bnewd how delicate. And ad pf@é e, % ﬁeef
S %/Lg%/f ﬁff down #he well any day. What I don't deem te dee at Al id o,
When I think of what Sve been and what Sve done with you, S aftaid S am a
Sew detewd Locse. I should be dery Ao think that deftening of the Crain id
delling An de Joon, but Hhat 48 what it deemd Like Yoo ate duch an abdelute
dthangel, and de &ﬁ%wf fiévrn what Sm wded o, and we don't Jeem o have a
Ahiing in common. Ad for Nove, the very weid deemd impessible. I know what
Neve meand even in (J/L//’A cade, and I know that in thid %Z}ZM wAth You ALY an
abdellote M@A@L’&f/ﬂ/@. And then Joing te Canada. I'm dute S modt Have feen
elean (fo "y M when f&@/m/%&/ duch a%/l/n@ﬁ St maked me (ﬁej (ﬁ/w&y
(ﬁxb’éf%j&ne/ gf We/g/ g, féej J frn/L'@{%/l‘ e 4@%@%//@{ 4%/@@ dﬁf@ Ahat I wadn't
redpendible for——and end my dayd jin a lunatic agylom. Yoo may think that's
A Jm (//&w‘ (ﬁé /gﬂ% Hhe way Sve Jene on, Gt it idn't o veby m/éee/%@ug%/f (/24
me. Jhank goodness fill is hete, ard het being here maked me feel dane again,
else I don't bnow what I might do; I might have an accident with the gun one
evening. S Meve @//L/@( ard dhe maked me gféef Mfz and dane, with Aet f@V/i/n@ﬂ’ anget
agalndt me ﬁé ge/l'/rg’ duch a g/g@f Well, what I want to day A, went you Let wd
Wﬂ%e w%@/e/%/f/r\@( @Jf@ S cant makky you, and /Z%/@@ S won't do duch 4/7%/1/125
/%/L}l‘ Jeemd fe me wieny. It id Sl a Steat midtake. Sve made a G@Mfe}‘e ﬁ@f %f
wydelf, ard all I can do id 4o apologive Ao you and adk you please to foiget it
and f,ﬁ%/@le o take ne fwi]%d netice 6f me. y@M Jd@x—d%/(/n Ad /nea/l,@% 4%//5/, ard



geend S 1ight, S will peat it e you if you will Let me know if Ahid address id
4}%/@( é/%%/l‘, ard /f You ar/é/@g 466%/1‘ my @@f@@g’% ﬁé /%e wajzug ard Mf/t'e waly
I Kave belaved with o, ard then Let the mattes redt

Jill gends Ker Lindest regards. Her mother and father are dtaying with «d eves
Chhidtmad,

y@M/J veby 4/7'\@@2@@,
ELLEN MARCH.

The @c»f% nead this Letter in camp 44 he wab G,Qem\/vr\g his bit. He et his teeth.
and f@h 4 moment went almest /[Mﬁe njeﬁﬁc@w nownd the eyes with fb\)m‘f He daid
m@ﬁ)x/vv\(g and Baro m@%/imcg and (fe,Q/c m@ﬁvﬂm@g but « Livid hage that wad quite
wnheadoming. Ballled! Balled aga/m\? Balledl He wanted the weman, he fad
Fixed Like doom wpen having her. He felt that was his deom, his destiny, and
his reward, o have this woman. éke wad his heaven and helll en earth, and he
wenld fave none efsewhere. Sightless with rage and thwaited madness he got
through the morning. Bave that in his mind he was Trking and seheming
tewardd an iddue, he wenld have committed deme indane act. ‘(Devyp An fwméeféf
he felt Like nearing and howling and grashing his teeth and breaking things.
Bt he was toe /i/r\/cef&/tgw/c. He fnew bdocietny wal om top @(f b, and he must
scheme. Bo with his teeth bitten tegether, and his nese cwriewsly alightly
Lifted, Like some ereatwre that s vieiond, and his eyes fixed and staring, he
went throngh the mervning's affains dunk with anger and suppression. dn his
mind wad ene %Mg——%mf©%£. He tooh mo heed @f L March's outporring:
neme. One thetn nanhled, stueh in his mind. %mf@k&. I hid wind, i hid doud,
i his whefe @e/i/r\g, eme %@m )!/M\M/Vr\g te A/n/Am/LW Hornd he wond fave te cgei
it ount. He wonld have to get the thern @f %mf@&& ount @f his ,Q/Lfe, /Lf he died f@&
At.

Ueith this ene fixed idea im his mind, he went to ash for twentry—fowr howrs
leave of absence. He bnew it wab met due o fim. His condeioudneds wad



AM/PWW,QM feen. He finew where he must @g@~~f\e it go He the (m/t),‘ta/m\
Bt how conld he get 4t the captain? dn thoat Preat camp @f woeden huts and
fents he had no idea where his (%/PMA/?\ wad.

But he went to the efficers’ canteen. There was his captain standing talling
w/'ub& ]l’j\)Lee @%\% @ff/\,@ejvé g}f&r\)z/lf Mood in /tke JZ@@MAM/% at attention.

'Mary § dpeak te Gaptain Bevymen? The captain was Cornish Like himself
Wehat do Yo wrant? called the M/Iojta/m\
Moy d /e!/p%ﬁ Ao youn, Gaptain?'

'@\)W)p@/t &@ you want? )L@p,Q/Le& ibke (%/pj;@/\/y\ et éit/i)!)b/\/r\(gf)b@fm m@m@g fx/\/e& @g)ncwup @if
fellow efficens.

Henvy watehed his superior for aminute without speaking.
You wen't hefunse me, sir, will you? he ashed gravelny.

It depends what it ia.

Can § have twenty—four howrs' Leave?

Ne, you've ne business to ash.

' bnow  haven't. But § manst ash o

You've had yowr anduwer.

Den't dend me arvary, Captain.

Goﬁ)ne)w a6l /@S@me,‘fjx/i/r\g /M)M/r\ge abount ﬁ)ua @(9/% A jxe Aood ]l’jxdce A6 eve)LMi/i/?\g A
%e &@c»)wm/li ‘f:rl{e @@)r/r\/i/olf» (%/p]ba/t/r\ feﬂ}t )bke /@\)UWr\g%%/A ot ence, and e/lfe& IL/\/\M

/@SIULWM

Wehry, what's afeet? he said, ewrions.



o ion tronble abount /@\cwvxe%/iﬂ\g. 3yt o e GB/QW@WI/%,' Aaid the @cmf.
Blewbwry, eh? Afterthe girls?

'Gg)%, At AB 4 weoman, @wlo]ta/\/r\' Hnd )l'jxe @@/%, a4 j»e Mood %@L& w/utk im/@s jxeacq
neaching forward o Little, went suddenfny tennibly pale, or yellow, and his Lips
seemed fo give off pain. The captain daw and paled o Little alse. He turned
a/eS/ixQe.

'Go om, then he daid. But for God's sake don't cande any trounble of any sort.
'§ won't, @WMM, )bﬁwfv\ﬁ /%(‘MA.'

He wad gome. The captain, wplet, teoll o Gim and bitters. Hery W/Mge& e hire
a bieyele. It wad tvelve e'clock when he Lefr the camp. He had ity mides of
wet and mnddyy eressroads to ride. But he wad in the saddle and down the road
without « )%@m[gf\)t @f f@@&

At ]bke fm, Mareh was QM% w/Lﬁ}L 4 worh she had had some Aime jim hard. A
buneh @f Scoteh fM theed dtoed at the end @f the epen shed, om o Little bank
wk%e ha ﬁva fwee @e/wrew Hwe @»f ﬁ)xe g@%e—éjw@g@gﬂf fw\w&@wé. ‘ﬂ»e (fa)nﬁ)xde&i C»(f
thede trees wab dead--it had died in the summer, and steed with oL its needles
browmn and dere i the air. Jt wab not o vely @/L@g tree. Fnd it was a@é@%ﬁeﬂnf
dead. S6 March determined te have it, aﬁ%w(gjx ﬁwy% were met alflowed te eut
any of the timber. But it wenld make such splendid firing, in these darys of
Aearce fmeﬁ.

She had Geen Aving a(few M%ﬁﬁ}mf @/&@/P/A at the Wﬁ(f@k o weeh oh mote, evely
o and then Meﬁm@g aAay fm f/'we winuted, Low dowmn, mear the @g)m»w:\&, 46 no
ome shenld motice. She had et tried the saw, it wad duch hard work, alene.
Now the tree steod with « great yawming gap in his base, perched, ab it were,
om ome dimew, and )LeaoQﬂaL fo fa,u Buut he did not fa/u

It wal ,Q/a)te Aim Me (Qwvvvr) December af]te)m\@@/r\, w/'ul’ju GCe)M ASES (%ee/r)/i/r\g ount @f
ijxe woodd and WP )bke lx@ﬂﬂ@w@, and darfiness wa/ut/im@g te ik i f}c@m\ abeve.



There wab « bjit @g@ ﬂfeu@wm%/é where the dum wad fa&/«mg vy @v%@vwﬁ the fow
woods @f the distance. Mareh ook her axe and went to the tree. The small thud-
thid of her 6lows reseunded nather imeffectunal cbout the mintvy homesteed.
%mf@&& Came Gt wea)b/i/r\@g lde %/Lcﬁ coat, but W/L% N I\,a]t on j»dL A%&, A6 ]bi\,a)t
her thin, bobbed hair blew on the uneatry wind that sonnded i the pines and
A ;I;Ke w@@&.

Wehat §om anAxﬁ @>f,' Aaid Wm(f@)t&, s that it will fa/u on the shed and we
ML'/U jw\fe m@%db J ol )Lepa/i}b/iﬂ\g wa}t.'

Oh, 4 don't think g6, said Mareh, shraightening herself and wiping her arm
over her hot Grow. She was flushed ned, her exes were verry wide epen and queer,
her wpper Lip Lifted awery from her twe white, front teeth with « ewrions,
et hablit Lok

i ,Q/L;t;tﬁe Mtont man im @,Qa@ﬁ evercoat and 4 @@w,QdL fwi Came /r)@;]t}cdn/\/r\(g 4CN6AA
the W& He had 4 /p/vr\ﬁ faee and o white beard and smallish, /[m/@e—@/QMe M{f%.
He wad net v d'/% old. bt /r\dc\mf, and I»e wallled w/ul’ju L'L}t]er M)»@}c)t /eS]tvypé.

'@ij}t do Youm ]bl{/t/rxﬁ (fa)tkdb(?' daid Gﬁwr;f@)uﬁ. "Den't Youm ﬁ)x/vr\ﬁ At /yn/ngut jv’ut %e
shed jin falling?

Shed, nol' daid the ofd man. 'Can't hit the shed. JVL/LngL)t b well Bary Me(fmce}
The fence doean't matter,' said Mareh, inher high veice.
Uerong ab wdial, am §1' baid Banferd, wiping her straring hair from her eyes.

The bree stood as it were om one speleh of itself, Leaning, and ereaking jin the
woind. St Jrew en the Gank @f o Little oQW diteh between the twe meadows. On
the i@/r) @f the bark éﬂbaggﬁe& ome je/r\ee, Mvrvr\/\/r\g Ho the bunshes M/P‘IL/L/Q/Q Beveral
rees elustered there i the corner of the field near the shed and mear the gate
which fed jinte the W& Tewards this Late, f»@h/i,g@m;taﬁ achodd the weahy
meadorod, came the Cg)m/dé/% nutted WMO)LCM(DA fh@/m the I»/ngx noad. There trailed
anether vickety fence, long aplit pefes joining the shont, thick, wide-apart



meﬁgj”m' The three 136‘91&6 stoed wt the back c»f the tree, in the cormner @f the
shed meadow, Juat abeve the WGQ gatte. The hownde, with ith twoe ¢ lblled and ith
10@&@&, Mtoed )t/uQA‘f i a Little g)w/@}ée& gMJZe/r\ ach6dd the W& A Little, stout,
nedy—faced weman in o Little red woollen shoulder shawl hod come end taken
her stand i the /pc»)wjx.

Yot it dowom yet? she eried, im o bigh Little voice.

st thinking about it ealled her hunsband. His tome towards the twe girls
wab afwoays rather mocking and satirical. Mareh did mot want to go on rwojith
her A/L]UC/\A\(g while he wad there. s f@& hjim, he wonldn't /Q/'Lfi « dtich (f)bcwh the
ground if he conld help it, complaining, Like his danghter, of rhewmatics in
his shewlder. Se the thice stoed there a moment sillent in the cold afterncen, in
the bettom corner near the yard.

fﬂ)w/li jxea)uﬁ }bke (fa)r@gff ]l’/a/pé @(f 4 @ga]te, and ehaned to ,Q@@ﬁ. (A”WW% 4CN644, 6 %e
geen horigontal approach, « figire wad just doinging em te o bieyele again,
and furehing wpand down ever the prass, approsching.

"WM, At'4 eme @f ounh @Mﬁn/ut'/@& @Sﬁwﬁ,' soid the o{d man.
'Gan't be,' 3aid %mfm&.

March eraned her head to ool Me Jome ke@@(gm/i,}eeﬂ )b&e M@ﬁm (f/LgMe. Me
@Me&’, bt Baid /r\@)bk/\/r\@g.

'WNo, it ion't gaeﬁ 4 don't think, said the ofd man, /A;ta)m/r\g with Little rovnd
blne erpes wnder his white Lashes.

In anether mement the @M/vaaeﬁe Lurehed inte A/ngxi, and the rider JZ)L(Q/]a/peJl @ff at
%e cga)te. It wad gHG/r\)Mf I\/A/é faee wet and red and 413@;6}&& W/'L% wnd. He woad
afte (geﬁ)w)i 4 /YMM%Z/% /A/'ngfxi.

Okl eried Barford, as if afraid. Vebhny, it's Hemny!



Uehet? muttered the ofd man. He had o thick rapid muttering wey of
speaking, and was slightly deaf. Wehat? What? Whe is it? Wehe 18 it, do aon
Amﬂ That Young feﬁﬂ@w‘? That Young feﬂl@w c»f Nellie's? O O HAnd the
satiric dmile came en his pink face and white eyelashes.

Hewwy, pushing the wet hair off his steaming brow, hed canght 4ight of them
and heard what the ofd man 8aid. His hot, yewng faee Seemed to ﬂwme Jon the
cold Mglbt.

Oh, are yeu ol therel he said, giving his sndden, pupprys Little Langh. He was
b6 hot and daged with O/I(feﬁ/l/r\(g he MM fnew where he wab. He leaned the
bieyele against the fence and elimbed ever imte the cormer en to the Gant,
withewt geing inte the apard.

Weell, § mandt W, we weren't e)upeejt/i/r\@g y@u,’ Bajid %mf@h& ,Q«e@m/w/aJU&f.
Ne, J suppose not,' said he, Looking at March.

She stood aside, slack, with ene hnee &h@@@e& and the axe hedting Ath head
,Q@@/Aew o ﬁ)»e @gh@mm& Her Mf% were wide and vacant, and j»f% wp/de ,Q/\/p ,Q/ijte&
Prom hen teeth in that helpless, faseinated nabbit feck. The moment she sarw
his glowing, ned face it was ol ever with her. She was as helpless a5 if she
hed been bound. The moment she sawr the ey his head seemed to &e«ek(f@mm&.

Well, whe 4 it? Weho 4 it, arpuwar? ashed the smiling, satiric ofld man jin
Lis mattering veice.

'@WM, M g’n%feﬁ, whem yeun've heawrd ws telll about, (faﬁxdn,' bajid Gﬁwrx(f@))b&
coldly.

"Heard Youn telll abewt, § shendd think so. Heard ©f /r\@ﬁvm\g else /[»Me/cmﬂf%,'
muttered the eMdL/Q/% o, with his queek Little Jeehing smide om hid faee. "How
deo Youm do." he added, /@SMMMJU% }mel&mg out hid hand te ?—EWV%

The bory sheok hands Judt o stantled. Then the twe men fell apart.



'@/%G/Qecq Vel f)ccww éa/Q/L/é @M/% @/Q@A/r\ va e /lfcm(?' abhed %e o{d man.

ﬂé)%‘v

"Homl %@mg/i/e&jn ride. How J&@m\‘g djit tale you, eh? Seme time, eh? Several hewrs, d
AM/P/PQ/@}P..'

'About fowr.

Eh? Fowrl Yes. I should have thought so. Uehen are you going back. then?

Pive got il tememrow evening.!

Tl tomenrons evening, eh? Yed. Hml Girls weren't expeeting yow, were they?'

And the ofd man turned his 104,@6-@,@/\& nownd Little eyel wnder their white
Lashes %®@£M@({M towards the gMM. Herny e foched round. He had become «
Little awbward. He foched at Mareh, whe was stidl Mtaring away jnte the
distance a4 /Lf H6 dee where the cattle were. Het hand was en the /p@mwv\e,ﬁ @f the
axe, wk@ée i\,%& nedted ,Q@@/Ae!&f o ﬁ)»e @g}c@m&.

Wehat were you &@Mg there? he adled in his Ac»f)t, cowntesud veice. 'Cutting a
Hree doron?"

Mareh seemed et to heat, a8 if im o thance.

Yes,' said Banferd. We've been at it for ever a week.!
Oh And have you dome it off by yowrselves then?”
Nellies deme it olll, $ve done mething,' said Barford.

'GRMJUZJ%! @gcm wundt have worhed %M/'L/%e hard, he said, a&(ﬁ&%}é/i/r\g I»A/M\eﬁf An 4
L Ae0g gwiﬁe tone diteet to March. She did net andwer, but remained jmﬁf
averted dtaning awany towards the woods abeve as if in atrance.

’@/Wyég/ﬂe!' eried gﬁmf@&& /M)\M/PJZ/% 'Can't Youm ardwer?!



Wehat--me?' eried March, /eS)ta)L]t/\n\g rownd and ,Q@@ﬁ/i/r\g fh@«n one 6 the othen.
Did amyeme A/Pwﬁ A6 me?'

"(D)Lwn/i/r\g!' muttered the o{d man, tring whide o dmile. ' Must be jin love, eh.
dreamjing in the dargtimel

"Did youn dary M\/W%A/r\g to me?' daid March, K@@ﬁ/i/r\g at the @@mf ad f)L(b/YV\ “
Ajf)wn\ge WMGG, I»db fd!dte/eﬂ w/«&e a/NQ (Q@M@ifmﬁ, j&db faee &e,Q/L(%]teL% j‘%@jne&

'§ aid you Ny iw\fe worhed MJZ at jbke Aree, he )wpﬂ/teéz cc»M)techﬂ/%.
'Ok, )ww}f' Bit @f% bit. § %@M‘gfl)ut A wenld have come down @/!ot o'

Y thankful it hasn't come dewn i the might, te frighten ws te death.' sid
G(Bwv:f@&&.

Fet me just finish it for you, shall 2" said the Gory.

Mareh slented the axe-shaft in his direetion.

Weouwld you Like to?' she said.

Yes, if youn wish it he said.

Oh, $m thanbful when the thing's down, that's all she neplied, nenchalant.
Uehich way i it going to fall? said Banford Willl it hit the shed?

Ne, it won't Lt the shed, he said. 9 shoudd think it will foll there--quite
elean. ‘JA@M@({I» At »M@gfut give o twist and cateh the f%@e.'

'‘Cateh the fwce?' ehied the 6ld man. What, cateh the fwee! When it's ﬁea/r\/\n\@g
at }fj\m]t m@gﬁe? @WM At'4 fm%e% @ff ﬁ)w/r\ ]bke M)xe&. It won't (%]t(bk ﬂ?&e f%ee.'

No,' said Hewny, 'J don't suppose it will. $t has plentry of reom to falll quite
cllear, and § suppese it will falll efear.



Won't tumble bachroards omn i@/l@ @f o, il AP abhed %e o{d man, darcastic.

Neo, it won't do that, said Hewny, taking of f his short evercoat and his tunic.
Duchs! VDucks! Ge back!

A Line @f fcw)n @)Lc»w/r\—é/peeﬁﬁe& dunehs Led @/l‘; o browmn—and- (ghew dnalle were
Mtemming anany dewnhill f%@w the whpeh meadow, coming Like Goats g
s Mfﬂe& dea, ec»eﬁ,Q/im(g Hheir w-a/y jtcwp MJeeJZ deronuwards towards the fmee and
/"Z@»MM}LJ@ }bke /Q/L}fiﬁe [g)m;wp @;f /Pe©/P/Qe, M&Q weﬂm@g a4 eX@/L)feM a4 /Lf %Mf @)Lc@m(gjxi
mewd @f the é/pwr\/\/e&/» Armada.

Silloy thingsl 8illy thingsl' eried Barford, going forward to tuwrn them off.
Bt %e/li Came e@gdL,Q/% /tc»wa)uﬁ/@& jxdn @/P%A/v\[g ME/UL /%e,Q,Qc»w—[g)Lew @%ﬁ/& WNQ
%Mcﬁ/\m@g Y /%f %U% wehe 46 ex@/dce(ﬁ *e /M/lf /@Sc»rme/ok/im@g.

'?A%e'é e f@@& (’.H)Ldte'é m@)tk/\/r\g) iLdLe. yc@m it waif a Git, daid %mf@&& te
Hhem. 'Qe Ay Qo vy, Qe reund to the W(ﬁ'

‘ﬂw/l; didnt ge. 46 she elimbed the (fwee te Swerve them rownd wnder the Jatte
M\& inte %e WJZ Ao @ff ]d)wy% wag@g),@eﬁ o am ex(z/ute& é]UL/Vr\(g 6mee mete, wagg/i/r\@g
Hheir s Like the stems @f Little g©m&@M, &Meﬁ/w@g wnden the bar @f the Late.
GBAA\(f@%(Q Sood on %e /c@fp C‘if )bixe bank, @jm/é/c ever %e fwee, ﬂ@@ﬁ/im@g doron on )bke
@%PJL )b[ﬂee.

Herny foohed wp ot hen, and met her queel, &@M&ﬁwp&ﬂﬁe(ﬁ, weal eyed Stahing
behind her A/PQQMC/Q/%. He wad /pd%fee)b@% S0 He leohed ey, wp ot the weal,
,Qemx/\/r\g tree. And as he loohed inte the éﬁﬂf, Like & huntdman whe is waidx/l/r\g
a@%ﬂm‘g bird, he %(»M@gﬁi te fnwe%f 'JL]@ the Meefa/w/e& A judt Aunch 4 ey, and
pind just d6 much ab it falls, then the branch there will strike her exactln oo
She Stands om top @f that bank

He ,Q@@ﬁe(ﬁ at Adb aga/i/r\. Me A6/ w/\/p/vr\(g ]bke %@M f&@/m jxelc bron aga/i/r\, w/utk
that perpetul gesture. In his heart he had decided her death. oA terriblle atill
feree seemed jim him, and o powenr that was just his. If he trned even o hains
breadth in the wheng diection, he wounld lose the perreh.



Mind yowrself, Miss Banferd, he said. And his heart held perfectly still,
i the teniblle pure will that she shonld net meve.

'@VW)L@, e, yind mv%eﬁf? ! Me ehied, jndc fa)bfxe)b'/eﬁ Jee)LMg Aore im ihdb Yeice. 'WM
do You Hhink You «nA@glbt hit me with the axe?

Ne, it's just pessible the tree might, though.' he answered soberly. But the
tene ©f his veoice deemed to her to Amvpﬁ/lf that he was M‘M Mm@g faﬂ/«ieﬂlf

sellicitons, and Dging to make her move becande it wad hid widl te move fen.
Abselutelny impessible, she said.

He heard her. But he held himself iery still, lest he should Lose his pewer.
N, it's just pessible. Yeu'd better come dowm this wary.

Oh, S right. Feet s see some erach Canadian tree—felling,' she reterted.
Readry, then,' he said, taking the axe, focking rownd te see he was efear.

There was o moment of pure, metion{ess sunspente, when the world seemed to
stand still. Then suddentny his form seemed to flash wp enermensly tall and
fearful, he gave twe suwift, Flashing Uows, in immediate succession, the tree
wad devered, twning Mewly, spinning shrangely in the it and coming down
Like o dndden darhness om the carth. Ne eme daw what wad happening except
Ivi/Me/Qf. Ne ene heard the Atrange Little ey which the ‘“'G?;mfm& gave a4 the
cﬂmﬁ ch @f %e @@m@gfx éw@@fpe& &@wn\, Jchm\ om ju‘JL. @}\f 6 6mre daw f»db @)L@M@/K 4
Little and receive the low on the bach @f the nech. No one daro het ﬂw@g
cutwards and Laid, o Little twitehing heap, ot the feot of the fence Ne eme
except the @@ﬂi. And e watched with intense @)L/L@gfx)t eyed, ad he world wateh «
wild Joole he had shot. Weas it W/'vv\@ge& o dead? Wead!

gmemiegj% Ae Leve 4 Lond (vmf gmvvhe&/i,@)teﬁ/lf JVLM@A Leve 4 wild /M\)L/Leﬁ ]w\/a]t
went fm fa)b &@wm ]l’jxe ag@ﬁdm\@@m. @%m& )bke f/ﬂ%db A)ta)b]te& 4 /M)M/r\ge @eﬁﬁ@wmg

/@S(w/r\&.



iﬂ&e @@f% Qea/p)t ]l’j»e fe/r\@e and Lo Fo )tke (f)b/im(ge. fﬂye bacl @f j/ke meel and f»%oq
e 4 mabl @f lood, @f howror. He tuwimed it ever. The @@fﬁf% wad quivering wjith
Little convilsions. But she was dead )L%U/% He bnew it, that it wad do. He
frew it im hid dond and his 6leed. The inner mecedd ity @f his ,Q/Lfe -
fmﬁf/&ﬁmg /LMe,Qf, it 10ad he whe was te Live. The thern was draron eunt of his
bowels. A6 j»e /rmjc fue)b dorom (g%ﬂ&f éixe wad dead.

He Stood wta J\/LMC‘/& w64 é)tmx&/m\g ﬁ}xe}be /Pej)mf/teéz and a@é@,@%ﬁ?ﬂﬂf m@»)t/t@mﬂ%é.
Hex fa@e wal dead wfvt/fe, jxe& Mf%& @/L@g Olach /P@@;/Q/QS. Wne o{d man wad /A(wavv\@ﬁ/t/r\[g
%@M/’L@M Vel /d»e f%ee.

I afraid its hilled her, said the Geny.

The ofd man was making cwriens, Bnbbering neises s he funddled ever the
fence. Wehat! eried Mareh, Starting lectric.

Yes, I afraid, repeated the bony.

Mareh wad coming forward. The bory was ever the fence before she reached it
Uehat do you sary, hilled her? she ashed im o sharpvoice.

I afhaid s, he arsuered softlny.

She went st whiter, fe@fmﬁ The two /@s/t@@&facm@g one ancther. Hen black
eel @gaaeﬂ on him with the Last look @f nedistance. And then jin « Last
ag@m/i,geﬁ fw'L,Qm)Le /Ake @e@gm\ e Lg)uiggﬁe, te (’)I/lf A 4 M)L/WM/% /Q/ut)er fwi)x/t@m @(f 4
child that doean't want te ery, but which is beaten from within, and gives
Hhat ,Q/'L)t}tﬁef/i)t/e&)t shndder of 4666ing which 18 not et weeping, diy m&fea)gfmﬁ.

He had won. She stoed there abselutely helpless, shuddering her by 4664 and
her month Mw@ﬂ/w@g )Wp/uﬁﬂf% Fnd then, ab in o child, with « Little erash
came the teard and the 6lind gery @f /@S/ngxjtﬁ%é wee/p/i/r\mg. She sark doron on the
ghads, and bt there with her hands on her breast and her fa@e L'Lf]te& An
Mgﬁﬂ%é, comvufsed weepimg. He 4tood abeve hen, J&@@»ﬁmg dowm o fer, mute,



/rmﬁe, and eve’LM]t/i/r\g Aeezvv\/i/v\g. He nevel moved, but {ooled down on A\'JL FAnd
m@mg a,Q,Q }b&e Aeiture @;f }l’jxe deene, }b&e Aeiture @f AAA AN Ixea)bi and @@we,Q/s, Ae
Al (gﬁmﬁ Ine I\,mﬂ A6,

@%f]tdi 4 ﬁ@m@g Hime he /A;t@@/pe& H6 her and tooh her hands.
Dot ey he 44id é@fﬂ%. Dot ey

Bhe focked wp at fim with tears mnning from her eyes, o senseless fook of
helplessness and submission. o she gaged on him o8 if sightless. yet fooking
wp fe him. She wondd never leave him agajm. He foad won her. And he fnew it
and wah gﬁmﬂ becanse he wranted her f('@)b his /Q/Lfe. His /Q/Lfe Iy have her. And
mew he had wen her. $t was what his /Qm'fe it have.

Bt /%f Ae MJZ G fxdn j»e k@& et /%e)t Egc»i AUL GJ'ILU% were marhied at @MMM
b he had /pf&mvv\e& and he got again ten J@A‘f/e&' Leave. ffl@v% went A6 Gorrwall, o
his eron V/'Lm%ge, on the dea. He )Lea,Q/i/geJZ thoat it wad 4M:(fm,Q (f@»)n her to be ot the

fa)t/vv\ oy mehe.,

Bt %@M[gf» she @ef%m@ge& e djim, %@M‘gf» she Lived jin his shadow, a4 /'Lf she conld
not be arvary Prom him, she was net happry. She did net want te Leave him: and
et she did not feeﬁf)nee with him. 8vdv%ﬁ)vvr\@g nound her seemed te watch hen,
Aeemed te press e her. He had weon her, he had her woith him, she was his w/Lfe.
And dhe--she @eﬁ@mgeél to him, she frew it. But she wad not (g/Q/ﬂJZ Find he was
still feiled. He nealiged that though he was married te herand pessessed her in
every peddible wary, apparently, and thewgh she wanted him to possess her, she
wanted it, she wanted m@%m@g else, noro, Al he did not %M/Lie Auceeed.

éfwxe%/im@g el WABBANG. Initead @»f her send Awarnging with mew /Q/L(fe Jut deemmed
te &)L@@)/p, Ao bleed, a4 /Lf it were wonnded. She wenld 4t f@& a ﬁ@m@g time with her
hand iin his. focking awary ot the dea. And im her dark, vacant eyed wad o sort
@f wound, and her fa@e foohed o Little /peaﬁe& gf he /A/p@ﬁe te het, she woud tuim
o him aoith a faint new smile, the strange, quivering Little smile of o woman
whe had died jon )tke old -y @f {eve, and can't cLu/ute Mde e )tke mew Avay. Me
still feﬂi e cmgfvf te Ao éc»frvnejb//)vi/r\g, e thain Ibdt/éeﬁf i Bome diteetion. dAnd



there wad nething to do, and me direction im which te strain herself. And she
conld net quite accept the Amgfmdb@gwee which his mew love put wpen hen. éff
she wad in Love, she ought to exert herself. im dome wary, foving. She felt the
weay need @f G, JZW% to exetrt fxdz/ée,@f i Love. But She fners )bfw)t i fac)t She
it ne mere exelt k%eﬂf Amn ,Q@Ve. He w@m,u et fw\/e ;bke ,Q@Ve wiuu(’jx exdbjce&
/L)t/ese,Qf Aorardd ju/wvx It made l)m/@s bron g6 blach. No, he wonldn't Let %dn exent heer
Leve towards him. No, she had to be passive, to acquicsce, and to be snbmerged
ander the émface @f love. She had to be Like the seaweeds dhe daro b dhe Toedbe&
down fk@m the boat, Auwarying f@)ne\de ch,Q/iM)teM wnder waten, with ol their
deficate f/'L@)L/L/Q/e& put im&d&% out wpen the (f,Q@@;JZ, dendifive, M/dcdu'@% dendifive
and neceptive within the shadowry dea, and mever, mever 1iding and fooking
f@&% above water while ﬁ)w/% Lived. Never. Never J&@@ﬁm@g (fc»)nfofx (f}ccwx the water
wntil thery died, enlay them washing, eerpses, wpen the suiface. But while
}ijwf /Q/LVGJZ, a,QAAm/% éM@mdLge&, a,Q/wﬁﬂ({A @%%]f’j» %e w-ave, %wwjjx ]l;fl)ye waye
ﬁwﬂf W/Lfglﬁ have /pc@wd%fmﬁ heets, Stremger tham irom; %0% frvv'L[gILi be tenaciond
and Jlmgduw/é jin their A@f]t waVAmg within the ﬂ@@&. Beneath the water H)W%
might be stremnger, more indestinetible than resistant cak trees are om Land. But
A el aﬂwwlj/é wnder-water, a,QAM/le wnder-water. dnd she, @emg 4 WO A,
windt be Like thet.

And she had been b6 wied o the vely eppedite. She had had te takhe o the
%@M@gjyf f(‘g)n ﬁ@\f e m& (f@:)L ,Q/'L(fe, wr\eﬁ a/u /‘wxe )L%/pm\é/t@/&/uv%. ‘(Dw 'ftf)idb JZW% éﬁe
had been nespornsible for the coming dary, fer the coming year: for hen dear ¢ills
fneﬂﬁﬁ}h and M/p/\m%é and we/u—@e/i/r\(g. QVdL/L/Q/If, A her erom smalll Wy, she had
felt herself respensible for the well-being of the world. dnd this heod been her
great stimulant, this grand feeling that, in her swn sdmall sphere, she was
nedpondible for the well-being of the world.

Fnd she had fa/tﬂe&. She bnew that, even in her small -y, she had fw’bﬁe&. She
had failed to satidfry her owm feeling of responsibilitny. It was so difficult. gt
deemed 4o (gmél and eady ot fmﬁ. And the motre youn ried, the mere oQ/Lff/L(%/Q)t
it became. t had seemed do eady H6 make one beloved cheature M’P% Hnd the
moke Yo tried, the worde the fa/LQMe. It wab temniblle. She had been o her Q/Lfe



)Leaefww‘g )Lead»/vr\g and what she reached fm seemed b6 mear, wntil she had
stretehed to her wimodt Limit. Ard then it was alwarys benond her.

@%Lvaﬂj/e& @U%CMWQ her, Vagmeﬁf%, W")L"‘”L"?‘”@M @e/yrc»m& her, and she was ﬁefi wjith
mothingness ot Last. The Life she reached for, the happiness she reached for,
the weu%e/\/ng bhe reached f@k A A,Q/vp@e(ﬁ back, became wiread, the fm%dt she
/M)Le]tdxecQ ILCJL fwn\& Me wm}teJZ Aerme (gcw/Q, Aeme fW/Q/UMF—M& ]d}te&e Wah meme.
Aduwaryd this ghastln reaching, neaching, shriving for demething that might be
Qjm/@ﬁi me@’"“ﬁ' Even fte make JA/Q/Q M/]Mf She s g/Q«cQ JA/Q/Q wah dead. For she fad
nealiged that she condd mever malle her M/P/% @WU& wondd af&wﬂ({/e& be f&e;t;tmg
ind(/e&e,Qf }L/AMW\QL and ]wv\/r\/r\db wealer and wealer. Heh /Pa/i/r\/a ghew wolde indtead
©f fess. 4t wendd be se f@}c ever. She was @g/QMQ Mhe was dead.

And if G had married « man it would have been just the same. The swoman
Stniving, Stuiving Ao make the man happry, striving within her owm Limits for
the weﬁﬁ—@eﬂm@g @»f her werld. And a/QA/M/% a@/&/tev/imcg fa/LJZM)Le. Littlle, (f@@ﬁm
dnceedded im momeryy oh im ambition. But at the veny point where she most
wanted Anecedd, im the mgmme«ﬁ eff@%}t te make dome ome beloved human @emg
M/py and /pdgfeei, there the fw’hﬁwbe wad afmest MMM@/PILAE You wanted to
makle Yok beloved fw/Ma/% and his M/p/vr\e/éé Seemed a/Qle;/e& achievablle. @S‘f
@mﬁf% You did Just this, that, and the other. fnd You did this, that, and the
other, in ol Eg«»@& fa/u%, and eveny fime the fa/tme became o Little more
gM;tﬁf%. You conld fove %@meﬁf te 1ibbens and Strive and Sthain Afw)r/@\eﬁf to
the bome, and ﬁ)x/l/v\@gé wonld go (fk@fm bad te worde, bad te worde, b (fm )

M/P/i/r\%é went. The Mu;fM/Q mistale @f M/p/lﬂ\%é

Poor March, in her good-will and her respensibility, she had shrained herself
HL it seemed to her that the whele @(f ﬁ/t(fe and evdv%/okmg Av-6/ CM\/Q/I; o homnibfle
/@@V%A @f m@%/i/r\gm%/é. The more Yo neached af;tdt the fa/ta/Q ﬂ@)wdb @f
happiness, which trembles se blue and Lovelny in « ereviee just beyend ayown
g)w/@&/p ﬁ}xe mehe fw}nfmj&/% you became amate @f }%e gfw/éjtﬂ/% and wwfv& gmﬁf @f
the precipice belew you, inte which youw willl inevitably plunge, a8 inte the
bottomless pit, /Lf Yo heach vy fa)b)wne)p You /pﬂmeﬁ ﬂ@we}c af)tdb ﬂ@wdn— -At A8



meveh ;é%e ﬂ@wdu (fﬂ)xe ﬂ@wdb /LMe,Qf——/LM (%Q/%X MM 4 I»@M/L@,@e ‘gM,Qf, At AB ]bke
bertomless pit.

"va@]k AB ﬁ)he winc»/Qe I»/i/e&ic@)z/% @f %e /éea)wjh fc»)b M/P/m\e/@% wi»e%db it be /%cw)c G
ot domebody lse's that you want to wim. It ends, and it a/QAw/g/A endd, jin the
gMiM dende @f the bettomless /r\@('jx/i/r\gme/e% jinte which youm willl MGVAM@M
faj& /Lf you Sthain arny fah%dn

And women?-—what cgcm,Q Cam ey woman conceive, ex@vpi M/PM%/ESG? élwe\i
M@M\%/@S f@& I»dz/e&eﬁf and the whele werld. That, and /r\@»ﬁwim‘g lse. And b, she
atdumed the resporsibility and sets off towards her goal. She can see it there,
ot the f@@)t @f the rajinbor. On she can dee it « Little -y @v%cw&, i the Glue
distance. Net fm et fm

Bt the end c@(f the rajinber 14 o bettomfless @gm%f down which Youn Can fa/u
forever without avtiving, and the blue distance 18 o veid pit which can
dwalflow yon and ol yowr efforts inte its emptiness, and 4L be me empiien.
You and Sl yorn efforts. Se, the llnsion of attainable happiness!

EP@M @NLM(’/& Mxe ILMQ Aet %ﬁf 46 w@m&d%fwuf% i@wﬂt&é ﬁ)xe @/QMe 'g(m/q. @Amvﬁ %e
fﬁ}%jx% wmﬁ fmﬂm Me fl)\,mﬁ gc@me, %e Anbhe fea)waQ i\/ﬂ& become %e )iea/@/i/g/a)t/h@m @f
emptinedd. Ao ageny, an imdanity ot Last.

Bhe wab glad it wad even. Ahe was gled fo ait on the shore and Looh rwestroards
over the dea, and fnow the great brain had ended. She would mever strain for
Love and happiness any more. fnd Gl was dafelny dead. Poer gill, poon gL
It st be Auweet 1o be &%(Q

Fer her ewn part, death wad met her Jl%)t/i/w%. She world have te leave her
&%)t/i/r\/!ot te the @@nf. But then, the @@404. He wanted mere than that. He wanted
her to give hewself without defences, to sink and become submerged jim him.
And she-—-she rwanted to sit sALL Like 4 woman en the Last milestone, and
watch. She warnted to dee, 16 now, o understand. She wanted to be alone: with
biw at her ide.



And he! He did net want her to wateh Ay mehe, 16 dee any mele, Ao wnderdtand
anty mehe. He wanted o veil her weman's spinit, as Orientals veil the weman's
Face. He wanted her to commit herself te him, and te put her independent
Spirit te dleep. He wanted to take awary Prom her all her effert, ofll that seemed
herveny taidon détre. He wanted te make her submit, ield, 6lindlay pass avway
ount @»f J her Shhermonsd condeiondness. He wanted Ao tale a0y her
condeiondnedd, and make her just his woman. Judt his woman.

Fond she was b6 tired, so tired, Like o child that rwants o go #o /A/Qevyp, but rohich
Fights against sleep ot if sleep were death. She seemed o streteh her eyes
wider in the ebstinate effort and tension of heeping awake. She would heep
anvale. Me wenlf frneors. Me would condider and JMJZ(ge and decide. Me wenld
have the reins @f her orom ,Q/Lfe between her owm handd. She weuld be an
M&@pm&w}t woman e the Last. But she wad s tired, se tired @g@ evdmﬂbk/\/r\(g.
Hnd éﬁe@p Seemed near. Fnd there wab Aunch rest in the @W

Yet there, sitting in o niche of the high, wild, eliffs of West Gornwall,
Q@@ﬁ/im‘g over the wedtward dea, dhe stretehed her eyel wider and wider. Swary te
the West, Ganada, America. She wonld hnow and she werld see what was
ahead. And the @c@% Sitting beside her, Maring down at the @gmm/e\ hed o efend
between his brows and the strain @(f diseontent in his eyed. He wanted her
M/Qe@p, at /peaee A Ix/\m\ He sranted IL?JL at 13%09, ﬁ/@&evp Am ivt/m Hord /?%t%e M)»e
e, &/%Mg with the Sthain @f her oron waﬁefmﬁm%é. “ye)t she wonld net /éﬂeeyp:
e, mever. Semetimed he ﬁ}n@mgﬁi @/ut)td&/% that he @M(glb‘t e have /ng)t her. He
@M@glﬁ never to fave Lilled %mf@&&. He should have ,Qef)t %mfm& and Mareh te
ﬂw@ 6/re m@%db.

Bust that wad CM\,Q/% impatience: and he fnews jit. He wad wafting, waiting te go
Ueest. He was aching almest in torment to Leave England, to go West, to take
Mareh awary. To feave this shore! He believed that as they crossed the seas, a8
%wf /Qef)t ka/\/é 84\@%%& wju\fjt jxe A6 ﬁxﬂie&, becande in Some w-ey At /éewaﬁ to
have /@\)twy\g Do wwith poiden, She wonld o e /A,Qee/p. She wonld elose her eyed at
Last and give i to him,



Hrd then he wonld have her, and he wounld have hid orwm /Q/Lfe at Last. He
chafed, feeling he hadn't got his cwn Life. He weuld mever have it #illl she
nf/LeMeoQ and A,er)t i . Then he wendd have alll his eron Q/Lfe A 4 Yo mam
and o mafe, and she wordd have alll her crom /Q/Lfe 4 4 e and fmﬂe. There
wondd be me mere ©f this Mufv& Aaiming. She would met be a man AY mGhe, A
M\&@pw&wi woman  with o aman'd )L%/p@mé/t@/&/t]f/%. N Yy, even the
&%@@MA@/@Q/’L@ f@h her eron sounf she werdd fave to commit to him. He fnew it
wad A6, and @@éi/iﬂ\/@ieﬁﬂf held et afaindt hen, waitin g fc»)n the srenden.

'Gg?@w\'ﬂl feeﬁ better when omnce we gei over the dead o Canada over there, he daid
#6 her as ﬁ“ﬂf Bat ameny Hthe rochs om the e,@n(ff

Bhe fosked awary to the dea's horigen, as if it were met real. Then she focked
nownd at him, with the strained, strange look of o child that is struggling
a(ga/\méi /@S,Qetvp.

'éi\/@qﬁ 4 she Aaid.
'(’yd@&,' jxe ardwered %M/Le]tﬂ/%.

And her eyelids Dropped with the slow motion, sleep weighing them
wneondeiond. But she /pmj&e& them open afain te dany:

Yed, § wany. § ean't tell. § can't tell awhat it will be Like ever there.

4 @mﬁf% we conld go deonl’ he daid, with paim his veice.

THE END
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