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Religion and Gods

1. \What were the beliefs of the Maga Fcoplc’?
Theg believed that theg could communicate with their gocﬂs and their dead

ancestors by human sacrifice.

T hey would perform rituals to gain favour with their (Gods. T his included:

o (Giving up certain foods.

o | heywould sacrifice their blood by piercing their tongues, cheek, lips and

ears with stingray sPines or thomg ropes.

O T%cg had many gruesome festivals where Pcoplc would be Pairztcc’ blue and
sacrificed at the top of a temple %aving their heart rippéd out.



otship

How did they worship? The sun god was believed to be Special festivals were either held
very important. The mayan people at the temples or on mountain
believed the sun could not travel tops, victims could be men,
across the sky without human women, children and sometimes

sacrifices' animals



beliefs

* Mayan Kings were the most
Important priests, they were seen
as the link between humans and
gods — when the kings died they
themselves became Gods..

* This lintel shows Shield Jaguar,
the warrior king of Yaxchilan,

standing over his wife, Lady Xook,
haoldinad an enormoiic flamina torch



YNaya Gods

. The Ancient Maya had many, many gods (over 1501), onlg afew of

which are mentioned }33 the same name in ditferent sources.
. Many of them had ovcrlapping roles and names.
. Maﬂg of them had over]apping roles and names.

Somc of the Gods were called:
K inich Ahau) Alﬁ Fuch, Chac, FHun ixim, ix chel, kukulcan and

]tzamna.



Ab puch

* Hes a death god — known as gocl of
death, darkness and disaster.

. Fortragc—:d as a human with a skeleton
nose,jaw spinc

e [is bod9 was covered with hideous spots.

e But he was also the god of childbirth and
beginnings

. He ruled the underworld.



inich ahau

¢ [7le was a sun god — sometimes called Akin.
~he controlle clrought and disease.

* [Je was often shown as a man with a
hooked nose.

e He travelled across the skg clurirxg the clag.
6in!<in8g below the earth at night entering

the underworld to become ajaguargod.




chac

. He is the rain makcrgo& he brought raimn
because he needed to make Crops grow. He

also created storms, thunder and ligh’ming.

. Chac was shown covered in scales with a

curling snout and rePtile Fangs.

. e caused wars and human sacrifice.

. e carried a serPent as a sgmbol of lightning




un ixim was known as the maize gocl.

e was a 9outh1cul handsome man, from his head

sproutcd an ear of maize.

He was very imPortant because the Magans diet
was 80% maize and theg relied on harvest being

SUCCCS{:UL

T}weg also believed that's humans where created
from maize dough }:)9 the (1ods



Jtzamna

tzamna was one of the most imPortant Gods of
\/lagan mgthologg.

“‘le was one of the creator gods and ruler of
heaven and da9 and night He was the inventor of
writing and Patron of leaming.

He was often shown as a Pleasant man in human
form but he was toothless with a large nose.

]ts was believed he taught mayan People to grow
corn, to write, to use calendars and to Practice
medicine he also divided up the land and was very
wise.



VX chel

¢ |x chel was the wife of [tzamna .

e She was the goc!dess of childbirth and Ferti]ity,
hcaling and the ruler of the moon and water and
weaving.

e She was Portragcd in human form wearing a

headress of snakes intangeled in her hair.

. Hcrﬁngers and toes M«:jaguar claws.
e Shelived in the land of mist and rainbows.

. She was the mother of many Gocls.




Yukulean

Kukulcan was a supreme Go&.
He was go& of the 4 elements and the Fo”owing

items associated with each one:
e I arth — maize ear

e Water- fish

e ire-lizard

o Air- voltures

e was a huge serpent covered in feathers in drg
seasons he hibernated in lakes and cjuring the wet
season he ﬂies to the skg and rcleases the water he

has stored.

e was (God of resurrection and reincarnation.



7 he underworld, the earth and the sky

Nortn

UPPERWORLD M?ans believed the universe consisted of three Par’cs, the
_ un crworlcl, the earth and the sky.
ltzamnaaj as
ecliptic a bird e | he world forthe ]iving.

o Thc water undcmorld, a Placc for the death (Gods and also
a resting Pfﬂacc for their ancestors, they believed the souls of
coplc would travel here if the asseg away. ]’c was called
%ibalba which means, ”Place ogizar”. The &%ath (ods who
ived here looked likeja uars. The underworld was reached bg
caves and tunnels From%ﬁe the world of the living (E_art!ﬁ).

. The sky — the Maya believe that gods guided the sun and
moon agross the si%. In the Clarknegss oacgnight theg believed the
sun continued to travel through the water to the un&erworlcl,
threatened on itsjoumcg bg evil gods who wanted to stop its
progress and the growth of crops.
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