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INTRODUCTION

The American Colonies, 1584-1688:  A Selective Guide to Materials in the British

Library concerns the European colonization of the areas of North America that later became

the United States of America, focusing on the fifteen states bordering the Atlantic Ocean.  It

emphasizes the settlement and development of the colonies rather than discovery and

exploration, although those aspects are represented.  Chronologically the guide begins in

1584, when an English expedition sent by Sir Walter Raleigh explored the islands off the

coast of present-day North Carolina in preparation for the founding of  a short-lived

settlement the following year and the ‘Lost Colony’ in 1587.   Not until 1607 was a

permanent English settlement made at Jamestown (Virginia).   To the northeast, Pilgrims

established in 1620 the first such colony in Plymouth (Massachusetts).  The guide concludes

in 1688 as the Glorious Revolution began in England, bringing William and Mary to the

throne.  Although its chronological boundaries are determined by English events, the guide

also covers the activities of other countries involved in the colonization of the continent.  

The guide does not attempt to duplicate the extensive bibliographical work that has

identified items published during this period.  While excluding such publications, it does

include edited or annotated editions of contemporary works.   Readers wishing to study

imprints of the period can consult the reference works listed in the guide, as well as the

English Short Title Catalogue database and the electronic version of Wing’s Short-title

Catalogue (listed in full in Section I), both of which are available in the Humanities Reading

Room in St. Pancras.

The entries are arranged by topic or geographical area, with current state borders used

when possible. Each citation ends with the British Library shelf mark in parentheses. 
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The designation ‘DSC’ means that the work is held by the Documents Supply Collections at

Boston Spa but can be ordered for use at St. Pancras.
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I   BIBLIOGRAPHICAL AND REFERENCE WORKS
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AMMERMAN, DAVID L. and PHILIP D. MORGAN, comps.  Books About Early America:
2001 Titles.  Williamsburg, Va.:  Institute of Early American History and Culture, 1989, 126
pp.  (YA.1990.b.8262)

FARAGHER, JOHN M., ed.  The Encyclopedia of Colonial and Revolutionary America.
New York:  Da Capo, 1996, 484 pp.  (YA.1998.b.6425)

GALLAY, ALAN, ed.  Colonial Wars of North America, 1512-1763:  An Encyclopedia.
New York and London:  Garland, 1996, 856 pp.  (YC.1997.b.1313)

MORRIS, RICHARD B.  Historiography of America, 1600-1800, as Represented in the
Publications of Columbia University Press.  New York:  Columbia University Press, 1933,
30 pp.  (11904.bbb.45)

PHILLIPS, LEONA R.  Colonial Days and the American Revolutionary Period:  An
Annotated Bibliography.  New York:  Gordon Press, 1977, 156 pp.  (X.800/28513)

RAIMO, JOHN W.  Biographical Dictionary of American Colonial and Revolutionary
Governors, 1607-1789.  Westport, Conn.:  Meckler, 1980, 521 pp.  (X.520/32662)

VAUGHAN, ALDEN T., comp.  The American Colonies in the Seventeenth Century.  New
York:  Appleton-Century-Crofts Educational Div., Meredith Co., 1971, 147 pp.
(X.700/13141) 

B. HOLDINGS OF BRITISH INSTITUTIONS

ANDREWS, CHARLES M. and FRANCES G. DAVENPORT.  Guide to the Manuscript
Materials for the History of the United States to 1783, in the British Museum, in Minor
London Archives and in the Libraries of Oxford and Cambridge.  Washington, D.C.:
Carnegie Institution, pub. no. 90, 1908, 499 pp.  (Ac.1866; HLR973.016  BB.0.e.3;
OPL973.0094)

ANDREWS, CHARLES M.  Guide to the Materials for American History, to 1783, in the
Public Record Office of Great Britain.  Washington, D.C.:  Carnegie Institution, 1912-1914.
(HLR973.016)  

BATCHELLOR, ALBERT S., ed.  A List of Documents in the Public Record Office in
London, England, Relating to the Province of New Hampshire.  Manchester, N.H.:  New
Hampshire Historical Society Collections, vol. 10, 1893, 557 pp.  (Ac.8415)

DAVIES, K. G., ed.  Calendar of State Papers:  Colonial Series:  America and West Indies,
Preserved in the Public Record Office.  Vol. 45.  London:  HMSO, 1994.  (BS.33/26)
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9616.i.16; A.S.285/35)

HIGHAM, CHARLES S. S.  The Colonial Entry-Books:  A Brief Guide to the Colonial
Records in the Public Record Office before 1696.  London:  Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge, 1921, 48 pp.  (W.P.4928/45)

MANROSS, WILLIAM W., comp.  The Fulham Papers in the Lambeth Palace Library:
American Colonial Section Calendar and Indexes.  Oxford:  Clarendon Press, 1965, 524 pp.
(2764.m.22)

RAIMO, JOHN W., ed.  A Guide to the Manuscripts Relating to America in Great Britain
and Ireland.  London:  Meckler for the British Association for American Studies, 1979, 467
pp.  (HLR973.016)

SALLEY, A. S., ed.  Records in the British Public Record Office Relating to South Carolina,
1663-1684.  5 vols.  Atlanta, Ga.:  Historical Commission of South Carolina, 1928-1947.
(Mic.A.9390)
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History, Description, Record Groups, Finding Aids and Materials for American History with
Special Reference to Virginia.  Richmond, Va.:  Virginia State Library, 1960, 178 pp.  (OPL
973.0094)

VIRGINIA COMMITTEE ON COLONIAL RECORDS.  Virginia Colonial Records Project:
A Cooperative Survey of Manuscript Sources in Overseas Repositories for Virginia History,
1607-1780.  Richmond, Va.:  Virginia State Library, 1956.  (2764.mv.1)
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ALDEN, JOHN, ed.  European Americana:  A Chronological Gude to Works Printed in
Europe Relating to the America, 1493-1776.  New York:  Readex Books, 1980.
(X.0955/157)

EVANS, CHARLES T.  American Bibliography:  A Chronological Dictionary of All Books,
Pamphlets and Periodical Publications Printed in the United States of America from the
Genesis of Printing in 1630 down to and Including the Year 1820.  14 vols.  Chicago, 1903-
1959.  (HLR015.73)

HILDEBURN, CHARLES S. R.  List of the Publications Issued in Pennsylvania, 1685 to
1759.  Philadelphia:  Collins, 1882, 63 pp.  (011903.b.104)

SABIN, JOSEPH, WILBERFORCE EAMES and R. W. G. VAIL.  A Dictionary of Books
Relating to America, from Its Discovery to the Present Time.  29 vols.  New York:  Sabin,
1868-1936.  (HLR970; 2774.aa.1)

SHIPTON, CLIFFORD K., ed.  Early American Imprints, 1639-1800.  New York:  Readex
Microprint Corp., 1956.  (Cup.901.a.1)
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SHIPTON, CLIFFORD K. and JAMES E. MOONEY, eds.  National Index of American
Imprints through 1800:  The Short-Title Evans.  Worcester, Mass.:  American Antiquarian
Society and Barre Pub., 1969, 1028 pp.  (HLR015.73; 2712.laa.53; 2706.l.6)

SIMMONS, R. C.  British Imprints Relating to North America, 1621-1760:  An Annotated
Checklist.  London:  The British Library, 1996, 395 pp.  (2725.g.2253; RAR970)  

SMITH, HILDA L. and SUSAN CARDINABE.  Women and the Literature of the
Seventeenth Century:  An Annotated Bibliography Based on Wing's Short-title Catalogue.
New York:  Greenwood, 1990, 332 pp.  (YA.1994.b.3928)

UNITED STATES LIBRARY OF CONGRESS.  The National Union Catalog:  Pre-1956
Imprints.  London and Chicago:  Mansell, 1968.  (HLL 018.3)

WING, DONALD.  Short-title Catalogue of Books Printed in England, Scotland, Ireland,
Wales and British America and of English Books Printed in Other Countries, 1641-1700.  3
vols.  2nd ed., New York:  Modern Language Association, 1994.  (HLR015.41)



11

11

II. GENERAL STUDIES 

ABBOT, WILLIAM W.  The Colonial Origins of the United States, 1607-1763.  New York:
Wiley, 1975, 134 pp.  (X.809/21130)

ANDREWS, CHARLES M.  The Colonial Period of American History.  4 vols.  New Haven,
Conn.:  Yale University Press, 1934-1937.  (Ac.2692.mhc.(9.));  New Haven, Conn., and
London:  Yale University Press, 1964.  (X.708/466)

ANDREWS, CHARLES M.  Our Earliest Colonial Settlements:  Their Diversities of Origin
and Later Characteristics.  New York:  New York University Press, 1933, 179 pp.
(Ac.2686.cb.(2.)); Ithaca, N.Y.:  Great Seal Books, 1959, 179 pp.  (9043.eee.30)

BARCK, OSCAR T. and HUGH T. LEFLER.  Colonial America.  2nd  ed.  New York:
Macmillan; London:  Collier-Macmillan, 1968, 753 pp.  (X.700/3075)

BEER, GEORGE L.  The Old Colonial System, 1660-1754.  2 vols.  New York:  Macmillan,
1912.  (09504.k.10)

BENES, PETER, ed.  New England’s Creatures, 1400-1900.  Boston:  Boston University,
1995, 216 pp.  (DSC 3630.932  vol. 18  1993)

BENES, PETER, ed.  Foodways in the Northeast:  Conference on Diet, Food Preparation
and Cooking in the Pre-industrial American Northeast.  Boston:  Boston University, 1984,
144 pp.  (DSC 3630.932  1982)

BILLINGTON, RAY A., ed.  The Reinterpretation of Early American History:  Essays in
Honor of John Edwin Pomfret.  San Marino, Calif.:  Huntington Library and Gallery, 1969,
286 pp. (X.700/4134)

BOLTON, HERBERT E. and THOMAS M. MARSHALL.  The Colonization of North
America, 1492-1783.  New York:  Macmillan, 1920, 609 pp.  (9551.c.37)

BOORSTIN, DANIEL J.  The Americans.  Vol. 1, The Colonial Experience.  New York:
Random House, 1958, 434 pp.  (10078.c.22); Harmondsworth:  Penguin, 1965, 487 pp.
(012209.d.4/727; X.708/1113); London:  Cardinal, 1988, pp.  (YC.1988.a.9158)

BREEN, T. H.  Puritans and Adventurers:  Change and Persistence in Early America.  New
York and Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 1980, 270 pp.  (X.529/51137; X.958/31209)

BRIDENBAUGH, CARL.  The Beginnings of the American People.  2 vols.  New York:
Oxford University Press, 1968-1972.  (X.0700/214); vol. 1.  Oxford:  Clarendon Press, 1968.
(X.0700/193)

BRIDENBAUGH, CARL.  Early Americans.  New York and Oxford:  Oxford University
Press, 1981, 281 pp.  (X.809/48854)
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CAMPBELL, DOUGLAS.  The Puritan in Holland, England and America:  An Introduction
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CANNY, NICHOLAS and ANTHONY PAGDEN, eds.  Colonial Identity in the Atlantic
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CLOUGH, CECIL H. and P. E. H. HAIR, eds.  The European Outthrust and Encounter:  The
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1897, 377 pp.  (9555.bb.21)

EGGLESTON, EDWARD.  The Transit of Civilization from England to America in the
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(9551.bb.35); Boston:  Beacon Press, 1959, 344 pp.  (09055.f.28)
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