America before European Conquest

» Before Columbus (“Pre-Columbian™)
= Diversity

» Contact & Conquest
* The Spanish in America — goals?

» Consequences
= For Europeans

= For Native Americans
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Beringia — the last Ice Age
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North America
= diversity
= climate
= geography




North America
= 4 million




Central & South America
= 76 million
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Inca (Inka)
= Largest pre-Cqumbian empire
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» goals ?
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Spanish America
» how to extract maximum profit ?

= Maximize labor
= Control flow of wealth



Maximize labor
» “encomienda”— system of labor tribute

= “‘encomendero”




Control flow of wealth

» Establish government

silver



Administration of Spanish America

» “viceroyalty”
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Crown’s portion of the wealth
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onsequences of Contact

“Columbian exchange”
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Consequences of Contact
» demographic catastrophe

smallpox

typhus

Influenza

measles







