
Unit 1 
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Music Theory 
and Harmony 



Aim A – Examine the signs and symbols used in Music 
Notation.P1,P2,M1,D1.

You must submit 

EITHER

• A written presentation on the features listed above (including 
written and audio examples where appropriate)

OR

• A video presentation on the features listed above (which 
should include written and audio examples)

We will do the assignment once we have gone through all 
the content.



Aim A –Check List – A list of everything you need to 
know for Aim A Assignment
• Interpretation of signs and symbols by 

selecting and demonstrating examples using 
pieces of music.

• A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

• • Clefs – treble, bass. – Slide 3 and 4

• • Names and positions of notes on the stave, 
including ledger lines – slide 5 to 10

• • Accidentals. – Video slide 25 and 26

• • Intervals (up to one octave) – major, perfect, 
minor, diminished, augmented.

• • Note and rest values (up to 
hemidemisemiquavers/64th notes). Slides 11 
to 14

• • Bars and bar lines. Slides 19 an 20

• • Time signatures – simple, compound, 
complex. Slides 15 to 18 and 21 to 24

• • Key signatures.

• Major – Slides 38 to 40

• Minor – Slides 41 to 43

• A2 Rhythm and pitch in alternative forms of 
notation

• • Guitar tablature, Tonic sol-fa, Graphic 
scores, Drum notation, Chord chart, Lead 
sheet.

• A3 How tempo, dynamics and expression can 
be notated – slide 27 to 28

• • Metronome markings.

• • Expressions for tempo and tempo changes. 
Slides 27 and 28

• • Expressions for dynamics and dynamic 
changes. Slide 30 and 31.

• • Articulation markings. 33 to 36



A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

Clefs  - Treble and Bass 

• Treble and bass clefs help you to 
work out the notes on a stave. 
Without this the lines and 
spaces don’t make sense.

Task 1 – In pencil please 

• Draw out 10 Treble clefs in a row on 
your manuscript.

• Dram out 10 Bass Clefs on your 
manuscript.

• Manuscript is attached to TEAMS or 
can be printed from here

3 4

http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf

Please take a photo of 
your manuscript after 
each task and send it 
to me on TEAMS and 
also save as you will 
need these for your 
write up.

Lesson 1 

http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf


A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

Names of Notes on a stave – Treble 

• A stave is made up of lines  

and spaces.

• There are 5 lines and 4 spaces 
and each one has a letter name 
that doesn’t change.

Task 2 – In pencil please 

• Draw out the diagram of lines and 
spaces. Make sure they are 
correctly positioned on a stave.

• Manuscript is attached to TEAMS 
or can be printed from here

5 6

http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf

LINES

SPACES

Please take a photo of 
your manuscript after 
each task and send it 
to me on TEAMS and 
also save as you will 
need these for your 
write up.

http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf


A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

Names of Notes on a stave – Bass 

• A stave is made up of lines  

and spaces.

• There are 5 lines and 4 spaces 
and each one has a letter name 
that doesn’t change.

Task 3 – In pencil please 

• Draw out the diagram of lines and 
spaces. Make sure they are 
correctly positioned on a stave.

• Manuscript is attached to TEAMS 
or can be printed from here
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http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf

LINES

SPACES

Please take a photo of 
your manuscript after 
each task and send it 
to me on TEAMS and 
also save as you will 
need these for your 
write up.

http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf


A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

Ledger Lines in both clefs

• Ledger lines are used for really 
high notes and really low notes 
that don’t fit on a normal stave.

Task 4 – In pencil please 

• Draw out the diagram of lines and 
spaces. Make sure they are 
correctly positioned on a stave and 
make sure you have completed 
both clefs.

• Manuscript is attached to TEAMS 
or can be printed from here
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http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf

Please take a photo of 
your manuscript after 
each task and send it 
to me on TEAMS and 
also save as you will 
need these for your 
write up.

http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf


A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

Note Values and Rests  - Normal 

• All notes have different lengths 
of time and so do rests.

Task 5 – In pencil please 

• Draw out the note and rest 
values on manuscript as you will 
need them in the next slide.

• Manuscript is attached to 
TEAMS or can be printed from 
here
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http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf

Please take a photo of 
your manuscript after 
each task and send it 
to me on TEAMS and 
also save as you will 
need these for your 
write up.

http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf


A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

Note Values and Rests  - Dotted 

• All notes have different lengths 
of time and so do rests.

• A dot adds half the length again 
of the note or rest that goes 
before it.

Task 6 – In pencil please 

• Draw out the note and rest 
values on manuscript as you will 
need them in the next slide.

• Manuscript is attached to 
TEAMS or can be printed from 
here
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http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf

Please take a photo of 
your manuscript after 
each task and send it 
to me on TEAMS and 
also save as you will 
need these for your 
write up.

http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf


A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

Time signatures – Simple 

• Time signatures tell us what to count 
and how many beats we have in each 
bar.

• The simple time signatures are below.

Task 7 – In pencil please 

• Draw out the time signatures 
and the correct amount of notes 
for each.

• Manuscript is attached to 
TEAMS or can be printed from 
here

15 16

http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf

Please take a photo of 
your manuscript after 
each task and send it 
to me on TEAMS and 
also save as you will 
need these for your 
write up.

http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf


A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

Time signatures – Compound 

• Time signatures tell us what to count and 
how many beats we have in each bar.

• The Compound time signatures are 
below.

Task 8 – In pencil please 

• Draw out the time signatures 
and the correct amount of notes 
for each.

• Manuscript is attached to 
TEAMS or can be printed from 
here

17 18

http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf

Please take a photo of 
your manuscript after 
each task and send it 
to me on TEAMS and 
also save as you will 
need these for your 
write up.

http://www.musictheory.org.uk/pdf/manuscript-10.pdf


A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

Bars and Bar lines

• Bar lines split the music in to 
manageable parts based on what the 
time signature states.

• So in 4/4 a bar would have to have 4 1 
beats in a bar and then a bar line.

• See the example below. The bar line is 
shown in red.

Information – Examples of different Bar 
lines.

19 20



A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

Time signatures – Creating Music  

• Below is an example of how music 
would be written with a time 
signature and bar line.

• There is a 4/4, ¾ and 2/4 example.

Task 9 – In pencil please 

• Compose two bars of each time signature but 
do not copy the example. All bars must add 
up to the correct value.

21 22

Please take a photo of 
your manuscript after 
each task and send it 
to me on TEAMS and 
also save as you will 
need these for your 
write up.



Video Lesson 





A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

Time signatures – Creating Music  

• Below is an example of how music 
would be written with a time 
signature and bar line.

• There is a 6/8, 9/8  and 12/8 example.

Task 10 – In pencil please 

• Compose two bars of each time signature but 
do not copy the example. All bars must add 
up to the correct value.

23 24

Please take a photo of 
your manuscript after 
each task and send it 
to me on TEAMS and 
also save as you will 
need these for your 
write up.



Video Lesson 





A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

Accidentals 

• Watch the clip below

Task 11 – on PowerPoint

• Write notes about accidentals as you are 
watching the video.

• Create a PowerPoint that explains accidentals 
to someone who has never seen them before.

25 26



A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation
Expressions for tempo and tempo changes. Tempo 
markings are always in Italian.

Task 12 – see sheet Music 

• For each musical example on the 
next page can you tell me the 
following:

• 1. What is the tempo marking?

• 2. What does the tempo marking 
mean?

• Extension 

• 1. What are the tempo changes in 
example 3? Explain.

• 2. What does passionato mean in 
example 4?

27 28

When you are given work tempo mark like Andante you 
also get a BPM equivalent which means Beats Per 
Minute. So Andante on average is 76 – 108 BPM.



1. 2.

3.

4.

29



A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation
Expressions for dynamics and dynamic changes. 
Dynamics markings are always in Italian.

Task 13 – see sheet Music 

• Look at the sheet Music on the 
next slide.

• For each example can you tell 
me the following:

• 1. What is the dynamic at the 
start of the piece?

• 2. What does the dynamic 
symbol mean?

• Extension

• 1. In example what does the 
dynamic change to?

30 31

There are also symbols for dynamics.

Dynamics means 
Volume.



1 2

3

4

32



A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation
Articulation Marks

Ornaments  

Task 14 – information 

Look at the information on slides 
35 and 36 and makes note of each 
marking and ornament. You will 
need these for your assignment.

Look at the musical examples on 
slide 37 and identify all 
articulation markings and 
ornaments.

33 34

Articulation marks are used to add interest 
to the music. They tell musicians how to 
play individual notes 

Ornaments add flourish to musical notes by 
changing either the pattern or pitch 
momentarily.



Articulation Marks 

35



Ornaments  

36



37

Example 1 

Example 2



Video Lesson 



A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation
Key signatures

Task 15 – information 

Major keys – use only the sharps or flats in 
the key signature.

Example – A Major has 3 sharps

F#, C# and G#

Example  - Bb Major has 2 flats

Bb and Eb

The sharps and flats are always in the same 
order.

Sharps 

F#, C#, G#, D#, A# and E#

Flats

Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb and Cb
38 39



Use the circle of 5th’s to 
help you.

Task  
1. Can you name the 

key? i.e. F Major
2. Can you tell me what 

sharps or flats are in 
each piece ?

Example 
The piece has 3 b’s.

Using my circle of 5th’s it 
shows me it is Eb Major 

Flats
Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb and Cb

Using the order of flats Eb
major has Bb, Eb and Ab

Example 

1.

2.

3.

40





A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation
Key signatures

Task 15 – information 

The minor keys are found in the centre 
of the circle.

Minor Keys – use the sharps and flats in 
the key signature and sharpen the 7th

note.

Example – D Major has 2 sharps

it’s relative minor B Minor has the same 
2 sharps in the key signature and a 
sharpened 7th A# as an accidental in the 
music. 

1  2  3  4   5  6  7  8

BC# D E F# G A# B 

41 42



Use the circle of 5th’s to 
help you.

Task  
1. Can you name the 

minor key? 

2. Can you tell me what 
sharps or flats are in 
each piece ?

3. Can you tell me what 
the sharpened 7th

note is of each 
example? They have a 
red ring around them 
in each example.

Example 

1.

2.

3.

43

Example Explained

The key signature has 
3 sharps. Using the 
circle of 5th’s that 
would mean

That the minor key 
would be B minor. 
To check you have 
the right minor you 
must look for the 
sharp 7th note. 
In B Minor this is A#.
The red rings indicate 
the sharpened note 
is A#.





A1 Rhythm and pitch in staff notation

Intervals 
Task 16 – information 

Watch the video and explain the 
following in a powerpoint presentation.

What is an interval?

Explain all the different type of 
intervals?

Can you think of any songs that could 
help you to remember the intervals?

41 42



Intervals 



How to 
count an 
interval.



Task  - Counting 
Intervals 
• What intervals are 

represented ?

• Remember to count the note 
and then every line and space 
between it to get the correct 
interval number.



Types of 
Intervals





Intervals Cheat Songs 



Minor 2nd – Jaws 



Major 2nd Happy Birthday 



Minor 3rd Greensleeves – Alas  



Major 3rd Oh When the saints 



Perfect 4th Amazing Grace 



Tritone - Maria – West Side Story  



Perfect 5th – Twinkle Twinkle



Minor 6th The entertainer 



Major 6th My Bonnie 



Minor 7th - Somewhere – West Side Story 



Major 7th Take on me



Octave Somewhere Over the Rainbow 




