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Classiﬁcation

When scientists discover a new animal, they give it a name and record
everything they know about it.

What kind of information do you think they will record?
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Animal Groups: Vertebrates

Vertebrates are animals with a backbone. They have a hard skeleton made of bone.
It holds their bodg up and gives them shape.

N (| WPSETT
W
MLt
N




L.O. To classity vertebrates

Animal Groups: Invertebrates

Invertebrates do not have a backbone, or a skeleton made of bones. Many have a
hard shell outside their bodies to protect them. Others have soft, flexible bodies.
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Animal Groups

Vertebrates can be separated into five broad groups:
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Mammals have warm blood,
and have hair or fur on
their bodies.

Mammal babies are born

alive.
The mothers feed their
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Amphibians

Amphibians live on land
and in water.

They are cold-blooded.
They have gills when they
are young.

They have smooth skin.
They lay their eggs in water.

What do animals of this
kind have in common?

Can you think of any
differences between them?
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Birds

Birds have a beak, wings,
feathers and 2 legs.
They lay eggs on land.
They have warm blood.
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Fish live in water.
They have fins instead of
legs and gills instead of
lungs. |

They laytheireggsm water.
They have cold blood and




L.O. To classity vertebrates

Reptiles

Some reptiles live on land,
and some in water. They
have lungs that breathe air.

They have scales and are
cold-blooded.

They lay their eggs on land.

What do animals of this

kind have in common?

Can you think of any
differences between them?

alligator




{L.O. To dassity vertebrates. ‘

Vertebrates

Does it have feathers?
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Complete
activity |

N

\

ot




L.O. To classity vertebrates.

Classification Keys

Vertebrates
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The activity you have

just done uses a kind of

classification key.

Classification keys are a
way of identifying living
things through a series
of questions based on
their similarities and
differences.

For example: ‘Does it
lay eggs?’
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Classification Keys

Each question has a yes or no answer and leads you one step closer to
the name of a living thing.

Does it lay eggs?

mammal

amphibian
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Classification Keys

The questions start out very general at the beginning of the key as they
help you sort the animals into broad groups.

Does it lay eggs?

bird mammal
Does it have a long, thin beak?
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Gold

Silver

Add in three of Write your own
your own questions on the
‘,c{ugsﬁms to the classification key
classification key
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How dojgou fcj about

today's L.O?

What will I
remembper most
from today’s

lesson?




