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What is 1t?

Chinese mythology is a collection of cultural
history, folktales, and religions that have been passed
down through generations.

Chinese mythology is passed down through speech or
written words.

Much of Chinese mythology is about creation myths
(how the world and people were created) and gods

Many myths concern the creation myths (@'Jfﬁﬁ“EPiﬁ) of
the Chinese state and culture.



How they were spread
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- Chinese mythology began in the 12th century BCE.

- The myths and legends were passed down orally for
thousands of years until they were written in books
like the Shan Hai Jing (LL¥#&%£), which means Classic
of the mountain and Seas

- Other myths were passed down in the form of songs
and theater.

- Many myths were in the forms of poems(i+)



Examples of Chinese Myths
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are mythological fictional stories

dealing with the founding of the Zhou

dynasty

.

-- Other important myfhological ;,'__{.
works are Journey to the West,f’

and Bal She Zhuan e




Creation Myth of China

http://www.mythicjourneys.org/bigmyth/myths/english/2 chinese ful
l.htm

- Recap: The world was created from an egg. Inside the egg was yin
and yang and they were constantly fighting. Yin and Yang fought so
much the egg cracked and out came a dragon called Pan-gu. The
dragon grew 10 feet a day until the sky was 30,000 miles above the
ground. When he stopped growing, he created the mountains, river,
and flat lands. One day he grew old and died, when he died his blood
became the rivers and one eye became the sun and the other became
the moon. Then a half-dragon goddess born after the dragon died was
lonely and made people out of mud.

THE END


http://www.mythicjourneys.org/bigmyth/myths/english/2_chinese_full.htm
http://www.mythicjourneys.org/bigmyth/myths/english/2_chinese_full.htm




* Yu Di (£ & or £7 or Jade Emperor), appears in literature
after the establlshment of Ta0|sm |n China.

N

* Tian (7( or ypears in chinese mythology in 700
me Chlnese myths

. Shang Di (J:ﬁ’%) qy ¢ parly as the Shang
dynasty. Is one of.__ .5' Des in Chinese

Mythology.

Important People and Things

An important message in Chinese mythology is the moral
Issues which remind people of their cultural identities.




Importance of the Dragon in Mythology

« The dragon(7%) is a very important animal in
Chinese Mythology

 Believed to be the most powerful and divine
creature. |

« Chinese people belleve that dragons are the
controller of all water.

* The dragon symbolizes great power and is
supportive of gods and heroes in Chinese

mythology. -
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Myth of HowDragons are Created

enough for the final Ieap over the waterfall. A Chinese
dragon’s large, conspicuous scales indicate its origin from
a carp. The Chinese dragon has long been an auspicious
symbol of great and benevolent, magical power.
Dragons were mythical creatures.
Iong shi shénhua shengwu .



Importance of Religion in Mythology
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Chinese Mythology H B ##1%

* The ancient Chinese

taught their children
good behavior by using
folk tales to make a
point.

When the Mongols ruled
ancient China, they
brought their folk tales
with them.
Confucianism, Taoism,
and Buddhism also
Influenced Chinese
myths
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Confucianism 1#

 In the fifth century B.C.,
Confucius (kongzi) talked about
his ideas, which included
fulfilling obligations and keeping
proper conduct. Although
Confucianism is not a religion,
its influence is basic in Chinese
ideas about people’s behavior
and how government should
work and greatly




Taoism 18

harmony with the Tao, or the Wa 1
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Later, it evolved into areligious system involving
many gods, goddesses, spirits, ghosts, demons,
magical powers, and the quest for imm‘ortality.'
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