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INTRODUCTION. 41

have been productive of this advantage, that philo-
sophers begin to study the nature of the mind bet-
ter and more profoundly. 3

- As to the particular dogmatic method of philoso-
phising peculiar to Leibnitz and to Wolf, il is very
faulty. And there is so much illusion in it, thatit
is absolutely necessary to suspend the whole proce-
dure, and, ‘instead of it, to introduce another—the
method of the critical philosophising, which con-
sists in this, ¢To inquire into the procedure of rea-
son itself, to dissect the whole human cognitive fa-
culty, and to try how far its boundaries may ex-
tend.’* ' :
--In our age the physics are in the most flourishing
state, and there are great names indeed among the
natural philosophers, for instance, Newton, Later
philosophers cannot properly be mentioned at pre-
sent as distinguished and permanent names; be-
cause every thing in this science is, so to say, in a
continual flux. What the one builds up, the other
pulls down. '

In moral philosophy we have not made greater

progress than the ancients. But, as 10 the meta-
physics, it seems as if we were at a loss with regard

* It may not be improper here to mention, that Kznt himself
is the founder of the eritical philosophy, a system, which begins
with a most acturate and a profound philosophy of mind, but
which, though it has obtained long and justly supplanted all
former systems in Germany, is (1o the great discredit of our dog-
matising sophists be it told) not yet known in owristand ! T,
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