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THE TCURDPERS SN THE RUE THWORGUE

The mental féature& discoursed of‘ as the cmafytz’caf, are, in
themselves, but fittle Jche:]atz'bYe c?f‘ analysis. We appreciate
them on{}/ in their eﬁéct&. We know of‘ them, among other
tﬂan, that t/zvee}/ are afu/ay& to their possessor, when
z'nortﬁ'nate:f}/ possessed, a source OJp the fiveliest enjoyment.
s the strong man exults in his Ja@&'caf aEz’fz’é}/, défzjﬁ%inj
in such exercises as call hts muscles into action, so jforz'ea‘ the
analyst in that moral activity which (/z:'yefzz‘wy/ed: 72Ce
derives Jafemmre ﬁom even the most trivial occupations
bringing his talent into Jafay. % s féntf cyp enigmas, «yp
conundrums, cyp /ﬁ'erczgfyjoﬁdz'w; e.x/ﬁ'ﬁtz’ngy in his selutions gp
each a degree oJC acumen which appears to the orcli'nmy
L(Z]a(]areﬁdencn'on Jareternatura[ ?ﬁ& results, Erouj/ft about .6:}/
the very sowl and essence OJC method, have, in truth, the whole

atr of tntuition.



The facuft] o]“ re-solution is Jao&&'ﬁ:f}/ much z'nwc'yoratet[ b:}/
mathematical wtucfy, and e.gaecz'affy b:}/ that highest branch gp
it which, unju&tfy, and’ merefy on account gp its retrgyra([é
operations, has been called, as # par excellence, ana yai&
ggt to calculate is not in z't&e&[‘ to analyse. 4;% c/té&&jafayer,
ﬁr eacamffe, does the one without ?ﬁ;»rt at the other. Jt
féffowos that the _game ?f‘ chess, in its eﬁ%ct& upon mental
character, is jreatfy misunderstood. j am not now writing a
treatise, hut amf[}/ fre:ﬁzcz'nj a somewhat Jaecufz'ar narrative
b:}/ ohservations very mwch at random; J will, t/;erey[(\vre, take
occasion to assert that the /tvzc'jﬁder powers ojp the reffectz've
intellect are more clécitlédfr}/ and more uﬁef‘ufft}/ tasked 6:}/ the
unostentatious game gp draughts than ﬁ:}/ a the elaborate
ﬁz’vofz'@ c?f‘ chess. %z this Jatter, where the ieces fave
cfzﬁérent and bizarre motions, with various and variable
values, what s onfy comJofe.?@ s mistaken 61 not unusual
error) fér what is Jorcy%unclf The attention is here called
Jaoﬂ/e;fufef}/ tnte Ja[a{}/. cff‘ it ffty ﬁr an instant, an overmj/ft
is committed rea‘u/tz'nj in z'njur:y or c[eféat. The JGOJJZ'E/&’
moves being not (m{}/ mzm?'f(\vfc[ but involute, the chances (y['
such overmc'g/ftaf are multiplied; andin nine cases out c#‘ ten 7t
is the more concentrative rather than the more acute Jofayer
who conguers. j;z cﬁauy/ﬁ:&, on the contrm:}/, where the moves
are unigue and have but fittle variation, the probakilities (y[\
inadvertence are diminished, and the mere attention Eez'nj
feﬁ comJoaratz'vefy unemffoyetﬁ what tnfwmtzyew are
obtained b:}/ etther party are ohtained é:}/ superior acumern. Jo
be Jess abstract—Let us suppose a_game of‘ d;‘auj/ftef where
the  pieces are reduced to ﬁur anef, and where, of‘ course, no
oversight is to be expected. Jt is obvious that kere the victory



can be decided’ (t‘/ﬁa Jaft{}/enf Eeinj at aff equaf) onfy ﬁ:}/ some
rectercs movement, the result ?f‘ some strong exertion (y[‘ the
intellect. ﬁgprivec[ gp orcli'nm:}/ resources, the ana fyst
throws /ﬁ'ma‘eff' into the spirit <f his opponent, z'tﬁantz'flea
/tdz'moseff' therewith, and not unﬁequent[y sees thus, at a
jfzmce, the sole methods (s‘ometz'me indeed aﬁ&urc[{y Jz'mJafe
one&) b:}/ which he may seduce inte error or /fun}/ tnto

miscalculation.

Whist has fonj been noted ﬁvr its z'nffuence upon what s
termed the cafcu/atz'nj power; and men of‘ the ﬁdz:'y/;eest order of‘
intellect Fave heen known to take an zgo(joarentfr}/
unaccountable defight in it, while eschewing chess as

ﬁz'VOfouJ. oge:}/onc[ doubt there is notﬂnj c?f‘ a stmilar nature
SO jreatfy ta&@nj the ﬁcufty (f dnd{}/J‘Z’J‘. The best chess-
Jofz{}/er in “Ghristendom may be fittle more than the best
Jafz{}/er cyp chess; but Jortngcz'enc:}/ in whist implies capacity fér
success in all those mere important undértak;'njﬁ where mind
struggles with mind. When I say Jaroflcz’em:‘}/, I mean that
Jaeiféctz'on in the  garme which includes a comfreﬁ@naz’on (?][‘ /4
the sources whence fe’jz'tz'mate m[wmtcye may be derived.
These are not onfy manz'fEfJ but muftz'férm, and fie
ﬁeyuentfy among recesses ty[' t/ldouj/;t aftgyet/fer inaccessible
to the orc[z'nm:}/ uncﬁar&tanc[z’nj. Jo observe attentz'vefy s to
remember cli'atz'nctfy,‘ and, so far, the concentrative chess-
player will do very well at whist; while the rufes of Toyle
(t/ﬂem&efve& based upon the mere mechanism of‘ the game/ are
Juﬁ?cz'entef}/ and jeneraf:f}/ comprehensible. Thus to kave a
retentive memory, and to_proceed b:}/ "the book," are points



common[y re:yartﬁ)c[ as the sum total (?f jom[ ffayinj. mgut it
is in matters 56:}/071([ the [imits g[‘ mere rule that the skifl c?f
the anafy&t is evinced. ?fé makes, in silence, a host (yp
ohservations and z'nférencew. o, Jaer/fcgw, do his
companions; and the c[zﬁérence in the extent ?f the
z'nférmatz’on obtained, fies not so much in the vafz'c[i'tv}/ of' the
z'nférence as in the quafz?}/ qf the observation. Jhe necessary
(nowfe@e is that 9][‘ what to observe. Our Ja[t{}/er conﬁne&
/tdz'moseff' not at all; nor, because the _game is the ob:]'ect, does ke
reject deductions ﬁom tﬂan external te the _garme. %
examines the countenance (f his Jartner, comparing it
cavefully with that of eack of his opponents. Te considers
the mode of‘ assorting the cards in each hand; ofien counting
trump b:}/ trump, and honor ﬁ:}/ honor, tﬁroujf the jfanceo“
bestowed b:}/ their holders upon each. ?2% notes every
vartation gp face as the Jofay progresses, jat/e‘érz'nj a funt[ (g['
thought ﬁom the cﬁﬁérence& in the expression of‘ certainty,
c#‘ surprise, (yp trz'umJoE or of‘ c/fcyrz’n. Trom the manner <yp
_gathering up a trick ke Judges whether the person ta@nj it
can make another in the suit. %fe recognises what is Jafcg/e([
tﬁroujﬁ féint, ll:}/ the air with which it is thrown upon the
table. T casual or inadvertent word: the accidental dropping
or turning of\ a card, with the accomfanyinj amacz’etr}/ or
carelessness in rejan[ to its concealment; the counting of' the
tricks, with the order (?][‘ their arrangement; embarrassment,
hesttation, eagerness or trepidation—alf ﬁénf, to his
zgofarentef}/ intuitive perception, indications of‘ the true state
of' a]?['az'm. Jhe ﬁnf’b two or three rounds Faﬁnj been Jafcf}/et[,
he is in fuff possession of‘ the contents o]C each hand, and
tﬁ?mceféru/arc[ puts down his cards with as absolute a



precision of purpose as ?f the rest OJC the Jarty had turned
outward the faceJ ?f‘ their own.

The zma{ytz'caf power should not be conféunc[éc[ with amJafe
z'njenuz'@/; fér while the dnd{}l&t s nece&&arz'(y ingenious, the
ingenious man is ofien remarEaE& z'ncegoalffe cf analysts.
The constructive or combining power, 17:}/ which ingenuity is
uJuaffy mam'ﬁvtetl: and to whick the Ja/frenofocyz'&t& ( g
believe erroneou&&) have a&mjnec[ a separate organ,
supposing it a primitive flzcuft}/, fas been so ﬁeguentf seen
in those whose intellect bordered otherwise upon z'c[z'oc'}/, as to
have attracted c7emenzf ohservation among writers on morals.
ﬁetufeen z'njenuz'tr}/ and the cmafytz'c al;z'fz'tj/ there exists a
c[zﬁérence f&r jreater, indeed, than that between the mec:}/
and  the imagination, but of‘ a character very Jtrz'ctfy
analogous. Jt will be féund; in ﬁct, that the ingenious are
asz{}/s fimczfuf, and the Zruﬁ/ tmaginative never otherwise
than amaef}/tz'c.

The narrative which fé/fomr will appear to the reader
somewhat in the fzj/ft J a commentm:}/ upon the  propositions

J'u&t advanced.

Residing in Faris during the spring and part of the
summer of 18—, J there became acquainted with a
Monsiour G, HAuguste Jjufz'n. Thits young gentleman was
of ‘an excellent—indeed of an illustrious family, but, by a



varz'e@/ of' untoward events, had been reduced to such. Joovert]
that the energy of‘ his character succumbed beneath it, and ke
ceased to bestir /ﬁ'm&e&p in the world, or to care fér the
retrieval of' his fértune&. 9.5}/ courtetf}/ of‘ his creditors, there
still remained in his Jpossession a small remnant OJC his
patrimony; and, upon the income arising ﬁom this, he
:mtmcye([; b:}/ means (3][‘ a rzjorou& economy, to _procure the
necessaries (yp fz'fé, without troul;fz'nj /ﬁ'm&e&p about its
Juferﬁuz'tz'ea. ﬁook:f, indeed, were his sole Juxuries, and in
gjarzlf these are eam'efy ohtained.

Our ﬁmt meeting was at an obscure fiﬁrm:}/ in the &w
%ntmartre, where the accident (3][' our both being in search
of the same very rare and” very remarkable volurme, brought us
into closer communion. ‘We saw each other again and again.
I was zlée:]ofy interested in the Jitt/e ﬁmify /ﬁ'&tmy which he
detailed to me with alf that candor which a Trenchman
z'nt[u[ye& whenever mere 5eff‘ is ks theme. J was astonished,
too, at the vast extent (ﬁp tis reading; and, above aff, g féft my
soul enkindled within me b:}/ the wild férvor, and the vivid
ﬁe&/fne&f ij his tmagination. Qéseefz'nj in gjarzlf the chjects ¥
then Jouj/;t, J féft that the soctety ij such a man would be to
me a treasure 543}/071([ price; and this féefz'nj g ﬁanffy
conﬁcléc[ to liim. Jt was at Jength arranged that we should
five together during my stay in the city; and as my WOrfclfy
circumstances were somewhat Jess embarrassed than his own,
I was permitted te he at the expense of' renting, and
furni&ﬂnj ina Jtyfe which suited the rather fimta&tz’c jfoom

g[‘ our common temper, a time-eaten and gretesque mansion,



fonj deserted” tﬁroujﬁ JuJoerJtz'tionJ into whick we did not
z'nguz’re, and tottering to its ﬁff in a retired and desolate
portion OJF the zﬁ‘aub'ouij dt. Germain.

?:Fac[ the routine (f our fzfé at this Jaface been known to the
world, we should have been re:yart[ecf as maJmen—aftFouj/Z
Jaerﬁ?ga&, as madmen (?][‘ a harmless nature. Our seclusion
was Jaeyféct. We adsmitted no visitors. Indeed the focafz'ty of‘
our retirement had been care:fitf{y Ee(]at a secret ﬁom my own
ﬁymer associates; and it had been many years stnce cﬁujn'n
had ceased to know or be known in ﬂjarzlf. We existed within

our&efve& afone.

Jt was a freak of funcy in my friend (for what efse shall I
call it 7) to be enamored of the Night for her own sake; and
into this fizarrerde, as into ofl his others, I quietly foll:
giving myself up to his wild whims with a perfect abandon.
Jhe sable divinity would net herself dwell with us always;
but we could counterfeit her presence. At the first dawn of
the morning we closed alf the messy shutters of our ofd
building; fighting a couple of tapers which, strongly
perfumed, threw out only the ghastliest and feeblest of rays.
By the aid of these we then busied our souls in dreams—
reading, writing, or conversing, untif warned by the clock of
the advent of the true Doarkness. Then we sallied “forth into
the streets arm in arm, continuing the topics of the day, or
roaming far and wide untif a Jate hour, seeking, amid the



wild fz{'g/ft& and shadows of‘ the Jogjoufouw ci?f}/, that z'nﬁnz'é}/

c?f mental excitermnent which 7uz’et ohservation can aﬁért[

;%t such times j could not /&9{79 remar:@'nj and ac[mz'rz'nj
szt/fouj/; ﬁom his rich z'c[eafz'@/ I had been prepared to
expect z't) a Jaecufz'ar zma{ytz'c ab'z'fz'tv}/ in :ﬁujn'n. 7259 seemed,
too, to take an eager t[éfzc'ylft n its e.xercz'&e~zf not exactly in
its tﬁ'gofay_ﬂmf[ did not hesitate to confé&f the pleasure
thus derived. % boasted to me, with a Jow cﬁucfﬁnj fauj/;,
that most men, in respect to ﬁdz'mweff,‘ wore windows in their
bosoms, and was wont to ff»ffow up such assertions ,5:}/ direct
and very starthing Joroof:f of' his intimate Enowfer{ge (g[' my
own. %@9 manner at these moments was frzc'yz'c[ and abstract;
his eyes were vacant in expression; while his voice, usually a
rich tenor, rose into a treble which would have sounded

Joetufantef}/ but ﬁr the deliberateness and entire distinctness
c#" the enunciation. Gﬁservz'nj fiim in these moods, I cﬁen
divelt meditatively upon the oJd philosoply of the Li-Tars
3(%1,/, and amused my&e&p with the f&nc}/ ?f‘ a double
ﬂufz’n——~tﬁ79 creative and the resolvent.

Let it not be supposed, ﬁom what J hrave Just said, that g
am tlétaz’fz’nj any mystery, or, penning any romance. What j
have described in the ?rencﬁmcm, was mere/y the result ojp an
excited, or Jaer/fcgw (yp a diseased z'nteffzc'yence. ﬁut o]C the
character OJE kis remarks at the periods in question an

eacamjofe will best convey the idea.



We were strolling one night down a fong dirty street in the
vicinity of the Falais Reyal Deing both, apparently,
occupied with thought, neither of ws had spoken a syllable
For fifteen minutes at Joast. S at once Dupin broke forth

with these words:

”72% isa very fittle féffow, that's true, and would do better
fér the Thsitre dos Fardcres.

"There can be no doubt (y[\ that," I r(z]afz'ec[ un%ttinjfy,
and not at ﬁr&t observing (5‘0 much had J been absorbed in
reffectz'on ) the eactraortli'na{*}/ manner tn whick the goem@r
had chimed in with my meditations. In an instant qﬁeru’ar([
j recollected” my&eff,\ and- my astonishment was Jaﬂ?f(‘vuncf

"Depin" said . gravely, "this is beyond my
comprehension. I do net hesitate to say that J on amazed;
and can scarcely credit my senses. How was it possible you
should know J was thinking of ——-7" Here I paused, to
ascertain beyond a dowbt whether ke really knew of whem J
thought.

— ”of' ‘Cﬁdantz'fcf}/, " said ke, ”wﬁ}/ do you pause 7 UYou were
remark-z'nj to your&e&[\ that his diminutive ﬁjure unﬁttet[
fiim fér tngedj/. !



This was Jorecz'&e[y what had ffyrmec[ the Jubject of' my
ref]ectz'on&. (C/;antz'ff] was a yaoﬂ[ﬁim cobbler cy[‘ the &Le
dt. ﬂenz’&, who, lfecomz’nj Jtcye-marl; had attemJotetf the »0/6

?f ;(ermew, in Grébillon's trcgetlj/ so called, and been
notorz’ou&(f}/ gfawguz'nacfec[ fér his pains.

"Telf e, fér %aven 's sake," J exclaimed, "the method —
z']p method there Z’JM—-@ which you have been enabled to fat/fom
my sowl in this matter. ! 37‘1 ﬁct j was even more startled

than j would frave been Wz’ffz’nj to express.

”ﬁ was the ﬁuz’terer, ! rg]cvfz'ec[ my frz'entl: "who Erouj/ft
you to the conclusion that the mender cyp soles was not (y['
Juﬁch'ent /tde{yﬁdt ﬁ»r Xerocees ot 7 gernwus ome.

"The fruiterer!/—you astonish me—aj‘ know no fruiterer
J

f
WFOMJOQVGT.

”yﬁé man who ran up cgaz'no‘t you as we entered the

!

street—1t may have been ﬁﬁeen minutes ago. '

I now remembered that, in fact, a fruiterer, carrying upon
fis head a Jarge basket of apples, kad nearly thrown me
down, by accident, as we passed from the Rue G —— into
the thoroughfare where we stood; but what this hadto do with
Ghantilly I could not possibly understand.



There was not a Joartz’cfe of' char/itanerie about ﬁufz'n. "g
will explain, " he said; "and that you may comprehend aff
clearly, we will ﬁr&t retrace the course OJC your meditations,
ﬁom the moment in which j e,yaofe to you untif that ‘?f the
rencentre with the ﬁuz’terer in 7ue&tz'cm. The fmjer finks (f
the chain run thus— t/fcmtz’f{y, Oréon, cﬁr. %clfofa,

!

fficuru&, ffdjtereotomy, the street stones, the ﬁuz'terer. '

There are féw persons who have not, at some Joerz'oc[ cf their
fives, amused themselves in retracing the steps b:}/ which
Jaartz'cufar conclusions (f their own wminds Fhave been
attained. Jhe occupation is ofien fuff g[' interest and he who
attempts it for the first time is astonished by the apparently
iffimitable distance and incoherence between the starting-
point and the joa[ What, then, must kave been my
amazement when J heard the Frenchman goemg what he had
Just goo)@m, and when J could not help acfnowfea{gz’nj that
ke had gom@m the truth. ?ﬁa continued:

"We kad been talking of horses, if I remember aright, just
before feaving the Rye G ——. Thiis was the Jast subject we
Liscussed. s we crossed into this street, a fruiterer, with a
Jarge basket upon his head, brushing quickly past us, thrust
you upen apile of paving stones collected at a spot where the
causeway is undergoing repair. You stepped upon one of the
Joose fragments, shipped, shightly strained your ankle,
appeared vexed or sulky, muttered a few words, turned to
Jook at the pile, and then proceeded in silence. I was not



Joartz'cufaref}/ attentive to what you did; but observation Fas
become with me, 9][‘ Jate, a species g[‘ neceeﬁn'@/.

"You kept your eyes upon the ground—glancing, with a
petulant expression, at the holes and ruts in the pavement,
(s0 that I saw you were still thinking of the stones, ) untif
we reached the fittle affey called Lamartine, which kas been
paved, by way of experiment, with the overlapping and
riveted blocks. THere your countenance brightened wp, and;
perceiving your fips move, I could net doubt that you
murmured the word 'sterectomy,’ a term very affectedly
applied to this species of pavement. J knew that you could
not say to yourself 'sterectomy’ without being hrought to
think of atomies, and thus of the theories of Xpicurus; and
since, when we discussed this subject not very Jong age, J
mentioned to you how singularfy, yet with how Jittle netice,
the vague guesses of that noble Greek had met with
confirmation in the Jate nebular cosmogony, J felt that you
could net avoid casting your eyes upward to the great nebuta
in Orien, and’ J certainly expected that you would do so.
%u did Jook up; and I was now assured that J had
correctly followed your steps. Lut in that bitter tirade wpon
Chantilly, which appeared in yesterduy's ' Muusce,’ the
satirist, making some disgraceful allusions to the cobbler s
change of name upon assuming the huskin, quoted a Latin
fine about which we hive often conversed: Jmeoan the fino

cygﬂfz’[[z’t wziz'fu wrm Sitera sonn.



" kad told you that this was in reference to Orion,
Jermerfy written Urion; and, from certain pungencies
connected with this explanation, J was aware that you could
net ave fergotten it. Jt was cloar, thercfore, that you would
not fuil to combine the two ideas of Orien and” Ghantilly.
That you did combine them J saw by the character of the
siile which passed over your fips. Yeu thought of the poor
cobbler s immolation. Do far, you had been stooping in your
_gatt; but now I saw you draw yourself up to your full
feight. J was then sure that you reflected” upon the
diminutive figure of Chuntilly. ot this peint I
interrupted your meditations to remark that as, in fact, he
was a very fittle fellow—that Ghantilfy—he would do
better at the Theitre dos Farictes."

W;t fonj zg%er this, we were foo;@'nj over an eVenz'nj
edition of the "Gazette dos Tribunaux," when the Jollowing

Jaarzgrtga/z} arrested our attention.

"EXTRACORDINARY M URDERS. —
Tkis morning, about three o'clock, the inkabitants of the
Quartior 3t. Reckwere arcused from sloep by a succossion
of terrific shrieks, issuing, apparently, from the fourth
story of a house in the Rye Morgue, known to be in the sole
cccupancy of one Madame L' Espanaye, and her duughiter
Mademoiselle Gamille L' Espanaye. Ffier some dolay,
occasioned by a fruitless attempt to procure admission in the

usual manner, the  gateway was broken in with a crowbar, and



eigﬁ% or ten of' the neéyﬁﬁor& entered accompanied b:}/ two
_gendarmes. ﬁ,}’ this time the cries had ceased; but, as the
Jaar@/ rushed up the ﬁr&t J%j/;t cyf stairs, two or more rouj/;
voices in angry contention were ﬁ&tinjuiwﬁ@f and seemed to
proceed ﬁom the upper part OJC the ouse. s the second
fzmc[z'nj was reached, these sounds, also, had ceased and
eve:yt/fz'ny remained Joe;féct[y quiet. The Jparty spread
themselves and hurried ﬁom room to room. Té]ﬂm arriving at
a fa;:ye back chamber in the ﬁurtﬁ story, (t/fe door oJC which,
Eeinj féun(f Jocked, with the Eey inside, was férce(f open, ) a
gaectacfe Jare&entec[ z't&e&p which struck every one  present not

Jess with horror than with astonishment.

"The apartment was in the wildest disorder—the furniture
broken and thrown about in aff directions. Jhere was only
one bedstead; and from this the bed had been removed, and
thrown into the midille of the fleor. On a chair fay a razor,
besmeared with blood. On the kearth were two or three Jong
and thick tresses of grey human hair, also dabbled in blood,
and seeming to have been pulled out by the rocts. Upon the
Poor were found four Napoloons, an ear-ring of tepaz, three
Jarge sifver spoons, three smaller of metal d ger, and two
bags, containing nearly four thousand francs in gold. Jhe
drawers of a bureaw, which stood tn one corner were open, and’
fad been, apparently, rifled; afthough many articles still
remained in them. FE small iron safe was discovered under
the fod (et under the bedstead ). J¢ was cpen, with the key
still in the door. Jt kad no contents beyond a few ofd Jetters,
and sther papers of fittle consequence.



"Gf j;zjuﬁzme I'fgaanaye no traces were here seen; but
an unusual quantity 9][‘ soot heing observed in the ﬁre—(]oface,
a search was made in the c/fz’mnei}/, and ( horrible to refate./)
the corpse <f the cfauj/;ter, head downward, was c[ngjec[
t/&areﬁvm; it Faﬁnj been thus ffprcet[ up the narrow aperture
ﬁr a considerable distance. Jhe Eoc{y was guite warm. caJoon
examining it, many exceriations were perceived, no doubt
occastoned’ l{}/ the viclence with which it had been thrust up
and’ cfi&enjtyetﬁ c[éja(m the fhce were many severe scratches,
and, upon the threat, dark bruises, and c[ég]a indentations c?f‘
ﬁnjer naitls, as ?f the deceased had been throttfed to death.

"After a thorough investiqation of every portion of the
house, without farther discovery, the party made its way into
a small paved yard in the rear of the building, where Jay the
corpse of the ofd Jady, with her throat so entirely cut that,
upon an attempt to raise her, the head folf off. Jhe body, as
well as the head, was fearfilly mutilated—the former so

much so as Jcarcefy to retain any semblance of X umanz'z:‘}/.

"To this horrible my.stery there is not as yet, we believe, the
szj/fteo“t clew."

Jhe next cfay 's paper lhad these ac[c[z'tz’onaf(]aartz'cufar&.
o/ ‘7"2’/‘9{6} I the &e ﬁ:r ze. ﬂzjmy individuals

have been examined in relation to this most eactraorrﬁnm:}/

and ﬁz’y/;tfuf ﬂ[]‘[‘az'r. / The word 'ﬁ‘aire' has not yet, in



i’Frzmce, that few'ty of‘ tmport which it conveys with us, ] "but
not/fz'nj whatever has traneyoz'recf to throw fzc'yﬁt wpon it. We
_gtve below all the material te&tz'mony eficited.

”c%ufz'fze ﬁwﬁézﬂy Jaundress, (léJJOJ‘eJ that she has
fnoWn both the deceased for three ears, fhaving washed for
S 3/
them (furz'nj that Jaerz'ozl.- The ofd fa([j and her ([auj/;ter
seemed on joo([ termos~ve7:}/ cﬁectz’onate towards each other.
They were excellent Py Gowld not gaeakd n rejarc[ to their
moede or means c?f‘ fz'vz'nj. egefz'evec[ that j‘jz;c[ame I told
ﬁyrtune& fér a fz’w’nj. Was re:]autec[ to have money put l{-}/
W(;/er met any persons in the house when she called fér the
clothes or Z‘oof them home. Wa& sure that t/l‘ér}/ fhad no
servant in emJafoy. There g]g]oearet[ to be no furnz'ture n any
part of\ the Euifc[inj except in the ﬁvurt/f J‘t(ﬂ:}/.

" Perre Teoreaw, tobacconist, deposes that he kas been in
the kabit of selfing small quantities of tobacco and snuff to
Madiame L'Espanaye for nearly four years. Ws born in
the neighborfood, and has afways resided there. Jhe deceased’
and her daughter had occupied the house in whick the corpses
were found, for more than six years. Jt was Jormerly
cccupied by a jeweller, who under-Jet the upper rooms to
various persons. Jhe howse was the property of Madame L.
ke became dissatisfied with the abuse of the premises by
her tenant, and moved into them herself, refusing to Jet any

portion. The ofd Jady was childish. Witness had seen the

c[aujﬁter sorme ﬁVe or STX times c[urz'nj the six years. Jhe two



Sived™ an eacceec[z':y[y retired fzfé—~—u/ere reputed to have
money. Flad heard it said among the neighbors that
Madine L. toll fortunes—did not believe it. Had never
seen any person enter the door except the ofd Jady and her
daughter, a porter once or twice, and a physician some eight

or ten times.

”ﬂ‘:my other persons, neighbors, gave evidence to the
same eﬁéct. Wg one was goofen c#‘ as ﬁeguentz'nj the house.
% was not known whether there were any fz’w’nj CONNEXTONS
of\ ﬂ;(fame I and her c[auj/;ter. The shutters cf the ﬁont
windows were seldom opened. Those in the rear were afua{}/o“

closed, with the exception OJP the fmye back room, féurtﬁ
story. The house was a jooc[ fhouse—not very old.

" Teidore %Jet, _gendarme, deposes that ke was called to
the house about three o clock in the morning, and féuntf sorme
twenty or t/zdz'rtr}/ persons at the gateway, endeavoring to gain
adsnittance. Torced it open, at fenjtﬁj with a 5ayonet———not
with a crowbar. ?f;ﬂ[ but fittle cfzﬁqcufty in_getting it open,
on account ?f‘ its l;ez'nj a double or féft[z'nj _gate, and bolted
neither at bottom net top. The shrieks were continued untif
the  gate was ﬁrcetf——-zmtf then 5ut[rlénef}/ ceased. 37;?}/ seemed
to be screams of some person ﬂvr Joem‘onw) in great agony—
were Joud and drawn out, not short and 7uz'c,€ Wiitness fed
the way up stairs. Tépon reacﬁ?nj the ﬁr&t fzmt[z'nj, heard”
two voices tn Joud and angry contention—the one a jruﬁ
voice, the other much shriller—a very strange voice. ‘Gould



cfz’&tz'njuz'wff some words of' the ffvrmer, which was that (f a
Trenchiman. Was positive that it was not a woman's voice.

Could tfi&tz'njuz',s/; the words 'sacré and diatte.” The skrill
voice was that of' a ffvreéyner. Gowld not be sure whether it
was the voice ofﬁ man or OJCtI woman. ‘Gould not make out
what was said, but befieved the fcmjucge to be Cgfcmz'&ﬁ The
state c?f the room and OJC the bodies was described b:}/ this

witness as we described them ye&terz[ay.

"%fzﬂ' ﬁuvy[ a nez’yﬁﬁor, and b:}/ trade a silver-smith,
cfeJoo&eJ that ke was one (f the Jaar@/ who ﬁr&t entered the
fouse. ‘Gorroborates the te&timony (y[' ﬂ;&ét in jenera[ s
SOON as t/eéy fércecf an entrance, t/zvee}/ reclosed the door, to
)@)gp out the crowd, which collected very ﬁ&t,
notw‘z'tﬁ:stancfz'nj the Jateness cff‘ the hour. Jhe skrill voice,
this witness thinks, was that cy[‘ an ﬁafz’an. Weas certain it
was not French. Gould not be sure that it was a man's voice.
c%‘ mégﬁdt kave been a woman's. “Was not acguaz'ntet[ with the
Ftatian fanjuaje. Gowld not [[;J‘tllnjul’efﬁ the words, but was
convinced . b:}/ the intonation that the gaeaEer was an Jtalian.
{new azjzfame L. and fer tlbuj/;ter. %J conversed with
both ﬁequentfy. Was sure that the shrill voice was not that
c#‘ etther o]p the deceased.

g @fezzﬁz’mer, restaurateur. Jhis witness volunteered
his testimony. Not ffoem@nj Trench, was examined th;*oujﬁ
an interpreter. Is a native OJC omsterdam. Was passing the
house at the time of‘ the shrieks. y/zdec}/ Jasted fér several



minutes—probably ten. Jhey were Jong and Joud—very
awful and distressing. Was one of these whe entered the
building. “Gerroborated the previous evidence in every
respect hut one. “Was sure that the shrill veice was that of a
man—of a Trenchiman. Gould not Bistinguish the words
uttered. Jhey were Joud and quick—unegual—spoken
apparently in fear as well as in anger. Jhe voice was harsh—
not so much skrill as karsk. "Gould net call it a skrill veice.
The gruff voice said repeatedly 'sucre,' 'diubtl, and ence

' , '
en Diea.

;Z;/w’ L%Zz}fwuf{ banker, of‘ the ﬁrm of‘ «?‘Z:c'ynau([ et

/s, ue eloraine. .fs the elder tgnaud. adame
il Des Is the elder Mignaud: Mad:
I'fgnma'}/e fad some Jorg]aerzj‘}/. %J (2]98716([ an account
with his Fank;'nj house in the spring of‘ the year— éyﬁ%
years Joreviouafef}/). 575{;42: ﬁeguent tléJoo&z'tJ in small sums.

ad checked for nothing unti/ the thir a efore her
Had chocked fing until the third day fefore fi
death, when she took out in _person the sum o]p 4000 ﬁcmc&.
Thts sum was Jaaz'c[ n jofc[, and a clerk went home with the

mone'}/.

"Hdesptie Lo oBen, clerk to Mignaud ot Fils, dsposes
that on the day in question, ahout noen, ke accompanied
M adame I'fcgaanaye to her residence with the 4000
francs, put up in two bags. Té]aon the door being opened,
Mademeiselle L. appeared and took from his hands one of
the bags, while the ofid Jady refieved kim of the other. Tt



then bowed and cléfartetl: ﬂz’cf not see any persen in the
street at the time. C% is a l{}/e-eftreet~ve7:}/ fonefy.

"YW ﬁr[[ taifor c[éfo&e& that ke was one oJC the
Jaaré}/ who entered the house. (1;“ an fnjfiaffman. %& Sived
n ﬂjarz'& two years. Weas one 9f the ﬁr&t to ascend the stairs.
?ff;‘aﬂ[ the voices in contention. Jhe jruﬁp voice was that qf a
‘Frenc/;mzm. Could make out several words, but cannot now
remember afl. %arr[ c[z'&tz'nctfy 'swcré and” mon oﬁzbu. '
There was a sound at the moment as f cf several persons
Jtrujjfz'nj——a scraping and. quﬁfz'nj sound. Jhe skrill voice
was very Joud—Jouder than t%jruﬁone. j@‘f sure that it
was not the voice cy[‘ an fnyfi&/fmzm. ;z]ojoeare([ to be that ojp
a german. j‘z‘z’j/;t fave been a woman's voice. cﬁoea not

understand Zag‘ermcm.

"Four of the above-named witnesses, being recallod,
deposed that the door of the chamber in whick was found the
bodyy of Mademoiselle L. was focked on the inside when the
party reached it. Every thing was perfoctly sifent—no
groans or noises of any kind. Upen forcing the door no
person was seen. Jhe windows, both of the back and front
room, were down and firmly fustened from within. FE door
between the two rooms was closed, but not Jocked. The door
Jeading from the front room into the passage was Jocked, with
the key on the inside. FE small recm in the frent of the kowse,
on the fourth story, at the head of the passage was cpen, the
door being ajar. Thits room was crowded with ofd beds, boxes,



and so Jport/zd. These were caref'uffv}/ removed and searched.
There was not an inch ?][‘ any Joortz'on c?f the house which was
not care:fuffy searched. 31&@@95 were sent up and down the
cﬂmnt?}lw. The Fouse was a féur Jtm:}/ one, with jarretw
( mansardes. ) 3 trap-door on the roof' was natled down very
J(9(:ur9[}/-——t[i't[ not appear to fave been (2796.716[[ ﬁr years. The
time efg]aainj between the /z@arz'ny cy[‘ the voices in contention
and the Erea@nj open g[‘ the room door, was varz'ou,sef}/ stated

17:}/ the witnesses. Cgome made it as short as three minutes—

SOMme as /O.‘nj a&ﬁve. 756 6[(‘907‘ was gaenefﬂtﬁcﬁﬁqcuﬁfy.

”gﬁfzzo Guarcie, undertaker, deposes that he resides in
the cﬁge ﬂZgue. jc; a native of‘ cESJoaz’n. Weas one OJF the
party who entered the house. :ﬁi[[ not Joroceet[ up stairs. is‘
nervous, and was g]afre%naive of‘ the consequences of‘
agitation. %aﬂ[ the voices in contention. Jhe jruﬁ[‘ voice
was that <y[‘ a Trenchiman. Gowld not t[i’&tz’njuz'sﬁ what was
said. The shrill voice was that of' an fnjfz'o“/fman-az'& sure of‘
this. zﬁoea not understand the fnjfz'o‘/cd fzmjuaje, but J’uz{y&f
b:}/ the intonation.

" erto :%Zoafzthz,' conféctz’oner, deposes that he was
amonyg the ﬁr&t to ascend the stairs. ?lfearr[ the voices in
7ue&tz'on. The jruﬁ voice was that (?f‘ a Trenchman.
ﬂz’atz’njuz’erﬁ?sc[ several words. Jhe speaker appeared to be
eacfoatufatz'nj. Gowld not make out the words ojp the shrill
votce. cépokﬂe Yuicg and uneven[y. Thinks it the voice of' a



&LJ‘J‘Z’(H’!. ‘Gorroborates the jeneraf te&tz'mony. cff an
talian. nger conversed with a native (3][‘ &w&z’a.

"Several witnesses, recalled, here testified that the
chimneys of all the rooms on the fourth story were too narrow
to adsmit the passage of a kuman being. Dy 'sweeps' were
meant cylindrical sweeping brushes, such as are employed by
those who clean c/fz’mng}w. These bruskes were  passed up and
down every flue in the house. There is no back passage by
which any one could have descended while the party
proceeded” up  stairs. The body of Mademciselle
L' Espanaye was so firmly wedged in the chimney that it
could not be got down until four or five of the party united
their strength.

"ot Deimas, physician, deposes that ke was called to
view the bodies about day-hreak. Jhey were both then fying
on the sacking of the bedstead in the chamber where
Mademoiselle L. was found: The corpse of the young lady
was much bruised and excoriated. Jhe fact that it kad been
thrust up the chimney would sufficiently account for these
appearances. The throat was _greatly chafod: There wore
several deep scratches just below the chin, together with a
series of Jivid spots which were evidently the impression of
Singers. The face was foarfully discolored; and the eye-balls
protruded. The tengue had been partially bitten through' &
Jarge bruise was discovered upon the pit of the stomach,
produced, apparently, by the pressure of a knee. In the



opinion of M. Dumas, Mademoiselle L' Espanaye had
been throttled to death by some person or persons unknown.

The corpse of the mother was horribly mutilated. E the
bones of the right Jeg and arm were more or Jess shattered.

The Jeft tiba muck splintered; as well as all the rifis of the
Jefft side. Whele body dreadfiully bruised and discofored: It
was not_possible to say how the injuries had been inflicted.
T heavy chub of wood; or a broad bar of iron—a chicir—any
Jarge, heavy, and obtuse weapon would have produced such
results, if wiclded by the hands of a very powerfiul man. Ne
woman could have inflicted the blows with any weapon. Jhe
head of the deceased, when seen by witness, was entirely
separated from the body, and was also greatly shattered. Jhe
throat had evidently been cut with some very sharp

z’n&trument—-—frolfa[;fy with a razor.

”V?fexﬂﬂfﬁe Ez@fﬂz&, surgeon, was called” with ;“7120
ﬂuma& to view the bodies. Gorroborated the te&tz'mony, and

the (Zjoz'nz'(ma‘ (va' :7‘20 cﬁumaJ.

I'W;tﬁ?nj fartﬁder of\ importance was eficited, aftﬁdouj/;
several other persons were examined. A murder so
my&ten’oua, and so Jaerjofexinj in afl its Jaart;z'cufar&, was
never Eej%re committed in gjarw——ﬂf\ indeed” a murder has
been committed at all. The Jaofz'ce are entz'refy at fauft—am
unusual occurrence in ajﬁpaz'ns OJC this nature. Jhere is not,

however, the shadow of‘ a clew apparent. "



Jhe evening edition of the paper stated that the greatest
excitement still continued in the @gmrtz’er dt. @gc/f —that
the premises in question had heen care:fufef}/ re-searched, and’

ﬁe&ﬁ examinations (f witnesses instituted, but all to no
purpose. 3 postscript, however, mentioned that %cf]ﬂlfe
Le Bon kad been arrested and imfﬁ&onef~aftﬁoujﬁ

not/fz'nj tgaJaearecf to criminate him, 56}/011([ the ﬁct& aﬁ*eaclj/
detailed.

:ﬁufz’n seemed sin jufar& interested in the  progress cf this
ﬁaz'r——at Jeast so jjuc[yetf ﬁom his manner, ffyr he made no
cormnments. ﬁft was onfy afber the announcement that Ie Eon
had been imprisoned, that he asked me my opinion respecting
the murders.

j could mereef}/ agree with all ﬂfan'a in conm'rlérz'nj them an
inscluble mystery. f saw no means é:}/ which it would be

Jao&ﬂ'ﬁfe to trace the murderer.

"We must not J'uc@e (?f\ the means," said cﬁufz'n, ”b:}/ this
shel/ of‘ an examination. Jhe ﬂsarzln'zm Joofz'ce, so much
extolled ﬁr acurmien, are cunning, but no more. Jhere is no
method in their proceedings, 56:}/071([ the method c#‘ the
rmorment. 77;6'}/ make a vast Joara([e (3][\ measures; but, not
unﬁeguentfy, these are so /| adapted to the objects
proposed, as to put us in mind of' j‘z‘;nﬁeurl(;urcfm'n'a
caffz'nj ﬁr his robe-de-chambre—pour mieux entendre Ja



mwﬂ'yae. The results attained 6:}/ them are not unﬁequent{y
SUrprising, but, ﬁr the most part, are Eroujﬁ% about b:}/
stmple difigence and activity. When these 7uafitz'eos are
unm/az'fz'nj, their schemes ﬁz’[ %(&9(:7, ffvr eacamJafe, was a
joocf _quesser and a Jaer&everz'nj man. agut, without educated
tﬁoujﬁ%, he erred contz'nuaf{y b:}/ the very intensity OJC his
investigations. % impaired his vision l{}/ ﬁoft[i'nj the ofject
too close. 7250: mz’yﬁt see, Jaerﬁ?gm, one or two points with
unusual clearness, but in so c&»z’nj fe, necew&arz'fy, Jost ﬂjﬁ%
of\t/fe matter as a whole. Jhus there is such a t/fz'nj as Eeinj
too Joroféuncf Truth is not afumy& in a well. %1 ﬁct, as
reqards the more tmportant fnowfec{ye, I do believe that she
is z'nvarz’al;ef}/ superficial. The depth fies in the vaffey& where
we seek her, and not upon the mountain-tops where she is
féuncﬁ The modes and sources of' this kind of‘ error are well
tyJaz’J@eJ in the contemplation cy[' the ﬁ?aaven{y bodies. Jo Jook
at a star ﬁ;}/ glances—to view it in a side-fong way, 6:}/
turning toward it the exterior portions # the retina Gnore
Juaccjatz'ﬁfe (?f‘ féeﬁfe tmpressions (?f‘ fz:y/;t than the z'nterz'or),
is to behold the star c[z'&tz'nctfy—-—z'& to have the best
appreciation cyp its Justre—a Justre which _grows dim just in
proportion as we turn our vision /‘z}fé/ upon it. % _greater
number OJP rays actuaffy ﬁff upon the eye in the Jatter case,
but, in the férmer, there is the more r(?ﬁnec[ cc(z]aacz'?}/ J%r
comprehension. ﬁ}/ undue Jar#unc[z’ty we perplex and
enféeﬁfe tﬁoujlft; and it is_possible to make even Venus
ﬁér&eﬁ' vanish ﬁom the ﬁrmzment é:}/ a scrutiny too

sustained, too concentrated, or toe direct.



";ZF fér these murders, Jet us enter into some examinations
fér ourselves, lfefére we make up an opinion respecting them.
%n z'nyuz'r:}/ will ajﬁ%rt[ us amusement, / j t/;ouj/;t this an
odd term, so gfoffz’ec[, but said not/fz'nj/ "and] besides, Le
ogon once rendered me a service fér which j am not
unjratef‘u[ We will ge and see the premises with our own

eyes. I know G——, the ﬂsreféct of ﬂjofz'ce, and shall have

!

no ﬁﬁcuft}/ n obtainin 1g the necessary permission. '

Jhe Jaermz'&n’on was obtained, and we Jarocee([ec[ at once to

the &te j‘zzlyue. This is one of‘ those miserable
tﬁorouyﬁﬁre& which intervene between the &Le &c/ﬁaﬁbu
and the &w dt. @gc/;. ji was Jate in the afiﬁernoon when
we reached it; as this quarter is at a great distance ﬁom that
in whick we resided. Jhe house was reac[i'fy féunc[; J%r there
were stiff many persons gazing up at the closed shutters,
with an chjectless curiosity, ﬁom the cpposite side cyp the
way. Jt was an ortﬁ'nmy Parisian house, with a gateway, on
one side (?f\ which was a jfa,zec[ watch-box, with a sz'cfz'nj
Jaanef in the window, z'nz[z'catz'nj a Jfoge de cornczerge. ﬁefére
_gotng in we walked up the street, turned down an affey, and
then, again turning, passed in the rear <y[‘ the ﬁuz'ftfz'nj—-
cﬁufin, meanwhile examining the whole nezc'yﬁdﬁor/foof, as
well as the house, with a minuteness (?f‘ attention fér which j

could see no Jao&n’ﬁfe o/g-]'ect.

:getracinj our steps, we came zyaz'n to the ﬁont OJC the

c[u/effz'nj, rany, and, Favz’nj shown our credentials, were



admitted ﬁ:}/ the agents n cﬁa;:ye. q/fﬁe went up statrs—into

the chamber where the body of Mademoiselle L' Espanaye
kad been found, and where both the deceased still Jay. Jhe
Bisorders of the reom had; as usual, been suffered’to exist. I
saw nothing beyond what had been stated'in the "Gazette des
Jribunaux.
excepting the bodies of the victims. ‘We then went into the

"

ﬁufz'n scrutinized every t/fz'nj———not

other rooms, and into the yarrlf a Jeﬂ(/éme accomfanyinj wus
tﬁroujﬁout. The examination ocquaz'et[ ws untif dark, when

we toof our c[éfarture. @n our Way fome my comfanz’on
th]g]aec[ in ﬁvr a moment at the (ﬁce c?f‘ one of‘ the c[az'fy

JO[Z]OGTJ.

j have said that the whims c#‘ my frz’enr[ were manz'JQvfc[, and’
that Gf Jos me’ﬂajdziﬁ—j%r this Jaﬁ;‘dd‘e there is no fnjfiJF
eguz’vafent. Jt was Fis humor, now, to decline all
conversation on the subject gp the murder, untif about noon

the next tfay. % then asked me, Jut[dénfy, zf‘ j‘ had observed
any t/;z'nj (/aeaz/z’w‘ at the scene gp the atrocz't'}/.

There was Jomet/fz'nj in his manner cyp emfﬁadzinj the
word 'Jfoecufz'ar, " which caused me to Jﬁur[tlér, without

Enow‘z’nj w@.

”W(:, not/fz'nj /Jecu/z'ar, ! j said; ”notﬁdz'nj more, at Jeast,

!

than we both saw stated in the  paper. '



"The "Gazette," ke replied, "fas not entered; I fear, into
the unusual horror ?f‘ the t/;z'nj. ﬁut dismiss the idJe
opinions gp this print. It appears to me that this mystery s
considered insoluble, ﬁr the very reascn which skhould cause
it to be regarded as easy of‘ sofution—J mean fér the outré
character <?f its féature&. The Jaofz'ce are conféunc[ec[ b:}/ the
seeming ahsence cff‘ motive—mnot fér the murder z'tefeﬁg—-b'ut
fér the atrocz'te}/ (ff the murder. 7/;6:}/ are Jau_z;zfec[, too, b:}/ the
seeming z'mJao&n’Ez’fz’t‘}/ OJC reconcz'fz'nj the voices heard in
contention, with the ﬁct& that no one was discovered up
stairs but the assassinated ﬂjn[émoiaeffé nygacma}/e,
and that there were no means of‘ egress without the notice ?f‘
the party ascending. The wild disorder cyp the room; the
corpse thrust, with the head downward, up the cﬁdz'mne(}/; the
ﬁz’yﬁ%fuf mutifation cf the b-oc[}/ (f the ofd fac[y; these
considerations, with those just mentioned, and others which
I need not mention, have ﬁuﬁchc[ to Joarafr}/.,ze the powers, ﬁ:}/
putting comJofeteef}/ at ﬁuft the boasted acumer, of' the
_government agents. 7/7?}/ have fa/fen into the gross but
comnmon error (?f‘ conféunc[inj the unusual with the abstruse.
Dut it is 6}/ these deviations ﬁom the plane gp the orrﬁ'nm}/,
that reason féef& its way, zf‘ at all, in its search fér the true.
In investigations such as we are now pursuing, it should not
be so much asked 'W/;at has occurred, ' as 'Wﬁat has occurred
that kas never occurred quc‘vre.' In f&ct, the facz'/z'tv}/ with
which I shall arrive, or kave arrived, at the sofution (f this
mystery, s in the direct ratio of' its apparent z'n&ofuﬁz'fz’ty in
the eyes cy“t/eéfofice. !



f stared at the goeak?er in mute astonishment.

" am now awaiting, " continued Fe, fook-z'nj toward the
door <f our apartment— "J wm now awaiting a_person who,
aﬁjﬁoujﬁ Joer/fzgw not the perpetrator OJC these hutcheries,
must have been in some measure z'mJafz'cateJ in their
perpetration. @f the worst portion (va the crimes committed,
it is Jaroﬁa[ffe that ke is innocent. I Fcyae that J am rzc'y/;t in
this supposition; ﬁvr upon it j build my expectation cf
reac[z'nj the entire riddJe. j Jook fér the man here—in this
room-—every mement. Jt is true that ke may not arrive; but
the Jaroﬁaﬁi’fi{;}/ is that ke will. dkould ke come, it will be
necessary to detain him. %re are pistols; and we both know

’ ’ "
how to use them when occasion demands their use.

I took the pistols, scarcefy Enowz’nj what J &id, or
Eefz'ew'nj what J keard; while ﬁufin went on, very much as
z'f‘ in a Jofifoguy. I Fave afreaclj/ gao@n of‘ his abstract
manner at such times. %& discourse was addressed to
myaeﬁ[f but his voice, although b:}/ no means Joud, had that
intonation whichk is commonfy emJafoyeJ 47 goem@nj to some
one at a great distance. 7261'5 eyes, vacant in expression,
rgyartﬁet[ onef}/ the wall.

"That the voices heard in contention, " fe said, ”lz-}/ the
arty upon the stairs, were not the voices of the women
Jarty up
themselves, was fuffy Jorovetf 6:}/ the evidence. Jhis refieves



us of alf doubt upon the question whether the o/d Jady could
have first destroyed the daughter and afterward have
committed suicide. J speak of this peint chiefly for the sake
of method; for the strength of Madame L Espanaye would
have been utterfy unegual to the task of thrusting her
daughter's corpse up the chimney as it was found; and the
nature of the wounds upon her own person entirely preclude
the idea of self-destruction. Murder, then, has been
committed by some third party, and the voices of this third
Jparty were those heard in contention. Let me now advert—
not to the whele testimony respecting these voices—but to
what was_pecu/iar in that testimony. Did you ohserve any
thing peculiar about it 7"

j remarked that, while aff the witnesses ajreetf n
JuJoJachnj the jruﬁ voice to be that of‘ a ?F"renc/ldman, there
was much tﬁ'&greement in rggart[ to the shrill, or, as one

individual termed it, the harsh voice.

"That was the evidence z't&e#,\ " said zﬁufz'n, "but it was
not the Joecufz'arz'gl c#‘ the evidence. %u have ohserved
not/fz'nj distinctive. %t there was Jometﬁnj to be ohserved.
The witnesses, as you remark, zgreet[ about the jruﬁ voice,
tﬁey were here unanimous. JDut in regard to the shrilf voice,
the Jaecufz’arz'ty is—not that t/fey disagreed—but that, while
an Jtalian, an fnjﬂJﬁman, a Cgfaniartl: a ?:Foffcmclér, and’
a Frenchman attempted to describe it, each one goo;@ (?]C it as
that % a ﬁref}rﬂer. Fuck'is sure that it was not the voice #



one ojp his own countrymen. Fack fikens it—not to the voice
c?fan z'nrli'w't[uafcffany nation with whose fanjucye he is
conversant—hut the converse. Jhe clﬁrenc/fmcm SUpposes it
the voice of‘ a CCSJumiart[, and’ 'my/tdt have cfz'&tinjuiwlfec[ sorme
words fad” #e been dcyuaz'fzz‘ef with the @adfm’ff " The
:ﬁutcﬁ;mm maintains it to have been that of' a Trenchiman;
but we ﬁncf it stated that 'not wunderstarnding French ths
witness was examined throwugh an z'fzteyareter.' The
fnjlef/fman thinks it the voice of' a German, and ' does not
wunderstand” German.' The qgfanz'drc[ is sure that it was
that (f an fnjﬂJFman, but :]'uc[jew b:}/ the intonation'
altogether, 'as /e fiws no Knowtedge of the Lnglish The
Ftalian believes it the voice g[‘ a &LJ&‘Z’KIJL but frzs never
conversed with a native ry[‘ &Jﬂ'd. , z;% second” Frenchman
cﬁﬁér&, moreover, with the ﬁr&t, and is  positive that the voice
was that OJP an Jtalian; but, nor bein cognizant ryp that
Zongue, is, fike the cESJoanz'ar(l; ‘convinced 11:}/ the intonation.'
W;W, how Jbrtmjefy unusual must that voice have reaffy
been, about which such testimony as this cow/d have been
elicited!—in whose tones, even, denizens (?f the ﬁve _great
divisions of" furg]oe could recognise notﬂnj ﬁzmifz'ar./ ou
will say that it méy/;t have been the voice ij an %’L’aﬁc—‘(yp
an %frz’can. Neither Hsiatics nor %ﬁz’can& abound in
E?f;arl'ef,' but, without c[enyz'ny the z'nférence, j will now merefy
call your attention to three  points. The voice is termed’ 5:}/ one
witness 'harsh rather than shrill. ¢ is represented ﬁ:}/ two
others to have heen 'guz'cg and zﬂzeyuﬂf ' Wg words—mno
sounds re&emﬁfz’nj words—were l{}/ any witness mentioned as

distin juz'JF able.



"J know not," continued ﬁufz'n, "what tmpression g may
have made, so fizr, upon your own untfer&tancfz’nj; but I do
not hesttate to say that fecyz'tz'mate deductions even ﬁom this
portion of' the te&tz'mony———t/fe Jortion respecting the jruﬁ
and shrill voices—are in themselves JuﬁZcient to enjenc[ér a
suspicion which should _give direction to alf ﬁrtﬁér progress
in the investigation ?][‘ the mystery. I said 'fejz'tz'mate
deductions;' but my meaning is not thus fuffy eac(]are&fe(l.' j
designed to z'mJaf}l that the deductions are the sofe proper
ones, and that the suspicion arises z}zew'z‘df& ﬁom them as
the en'njfe result. What the suspicion s, however, j will not
say J'zwt yet. j‘ merefy wish you to bear in mind that, with
my&e&[f it was Juﬁicz’entef}/ fércz'ﬁ/é to give a tléﬁnz'te ﬁm~a

certain tenc[enc:}/—to my z'nyuz'rz'ea in the chamber.

"Let us now transport ourselves, in ﬁ"‘f}” to this
chamber. What shall we ﬁm‘t seek here T The means of' egress
emJafoyet[ 6:}/ the murderers. ﬁ is not too much to say that
netther (?f‘ us helieve in Jaraeternaturaf events. j‘zjufame and’
j‘zjufemoz'aeffe I'fgamu{}/e were not c[e&troyec[ l{}/ Spirits.
The doers of' the deed were material, and e&ccgaet[ materz'af:f}/.
Then how? ?ortunate{y, there is but one mode o]p reasoning
upon the point, and that mode must Jead us to a tléﬁm'te
decision.— L et us examine, each b:}/ each, the possible means
OJC egress. ji is clear that the assassins were in the room where
%&moi&effe I’fgozmaye was ﬁunc[, or at Jeast in the
room adjoining, when the Jarty ascended the stairs. Jt is
then on[y ﬁom these two apartments that we kave to seek
issues. Jhe police have Jaid bare the ﬂoor&, the ceifings, and



the masonry qf the walls, in every direction. W; SOCTOL TSSUES
could have escaped their wc'yz'fzmce. Lut, not trusting to
thezy eyes, I examined with my own. JThere were, then, no
secret tssues. ﬁotﬁ doors femﬁ'nj ﬁom the rooms into the
Jpassage were Jecure{}/ Jocked, with the Eey& inside. Let us
turn to the c/fimntf}los. These, aftﬁoujﬁ of' orc[z'nm:}/ width ﬁr
some eight or ten féet above the hearths, will not admit,
tﬁrouy/fout their extent, the b-oc[y of‘ a fmje cat. Jhe
z'mJao&m'ﬁz’fz'@/ cf egress, l{-}/ means afremlj/ stated, being thus
absolute, we are reduced to the windows. yﬁrouj/; those cf
the ﬁont room ne one could have e&caJaec[ without notice ﬁom
the crowd in the street. Jhe murderers must kave passed,
then, through those OJF the back room. W;w, brought to this
conclusion in so uneguz’w»caf a manner as we are, it is not our
part, as reasoners, to r(gject it on account c?f‘ apparent
impossibilities. Jt is onfy feﬁ ﬁr us to _prove that these

! !
apparent z'm(]oow“il;z'fz'tie& are, in reafitr}/, not such.

"There are two windows in the chamber. One (y[\ them is
unchstructed b:}/ furnz'ture, and is Wﬁof/y visible. Jhe Jower
portion of‘ the other is hidden ﬁom view b:}/ the head <y[‘ the
unwz'eftlj/ bedstead which is thrust close up against it. JThe
ﬁrmer was féunt[ 590ure{y f;wtenec[ ﬁom within. Jt resisted”
the utmost ﬁrce (yc those who endeavored to raise it. % fmje
_gimlet-hole had been pierced in its ﬁame to the feﬁ, and a
very stout natf was ffmncf ﬁttet[ therein, near fy to the head.
Tépon examining the other window, a similar naif was seen
m’mz’fm‘fy ﬁttec[ in it; and a vigorous attempt to raise this
sash, fizz'fec[ also. The pelice were now entz'refy J(Itl'e?qe{[ that



egress had not been in these directions. %ncf z%éreﬁra it
was tﬁoujﬁ% a matter OJF JuJaererczyation to withdraw the nails

and open the windows.

":7‘23/ own examination was somewhat more Jaartz'cufar,
and was so ffpr the reason j have J'ua‘t jz'venw—b-ecauwe here it
was, J knew, that aff apparent impossibifities must be
proved to be not such in reafz'g/.

”j Jaroceec[éc[ to think thus—a _posteriord. The murderers
did escape ﬁom one OJC these windows. Jhis Eeinj S0, t%y
could not have rejQtheneJ the sashes ﬁom the inside, as t/;ey
were féuntf ﬁ&tenedf_-t/;e consideration which put a stop,
tﬁroujﬁ its obviousness, to the Jcrutz'ny (y[\ the Jaofz'ce in this
7uarter. ﬁgt the sashes were faatenecf y/fey st then, have
the power ij fiwtenz’nj themselves. There was no escape ﬁom
this conclusion. I stepped to the unchstructed casement,
withdrew the nail with some diﬁicufty and attempted to
raise the sash. ﬁ resisted alf my gﬁ%rt&, as j had’
antz'cz(']aatetﬁ 4;% concealed spring must, j now know, exist;
and this corroboration cyp my idea convinced me that my
premises at Jeast, were correct, however my&terz’ou& stilf
appeared the circumstances attending the nails. T caref‘uf
search soon Eroujﬁ% to fzc'y/;t the hidden spring. g pressed it,
and, Jatzlsﬁet[ with the ([i,JCOVel:}/, ffvrﬁore to upratse the sash.



" now replaced the naif and regarded it attentively. A
person passing out through this window might have reclosed’
it, andthe spring would have caught—but the naif could not
kave been replaced. The conclusion was plain, and again
narrowed in the field of my investigations. Jhe assassins
must have escaped through the other window. dupposing,
then, the springs upon each sash to be the same, as was
probiable, there must be found a difference Between the nails
or at Jeast hetween the modes of their fixture. Getting upon
the sacking of the bedstead, J Jooked over the head-board
minutely at the second casement. gjaef&inj my hand down
bekind the board, I readily discovered and pressed the
spring, which was, as J had supposed; identical in character
with its neighbor. I now Jooked at the naif. J¢ was as stout as
the other, and apparently fitted in the same manner—driven
in nearly up to the head.

H%u will say that J was puzzled; but, zf‘ you think so,
Yyou must have misunderstood the nature (3][‘ the inductions.
Jo use a gaortz'nj Ja/t;‘aae, j had not been once ’at fauft. ' 7”6
scent had never ﬁr an instant been Jost. There was no ﬂaw in
any fink # the chain. j fad traced the secret to its ultimate
result, —and that result was tho naid Jt had, I say, in every
respect, the appearance ?f its féffow in the other window; but
this fact was an absolute nuffz'g/ &‘oncfua've us it mz'y/;t
seem to be ) when compared with the consideration that kere,
at this point, terminated the clew. 'There st be Jometﬂnj
wrong, ' said; 'about the nail. I touched it; and the kead;
with about a quarter of‘ an inch of‘ the shank, came off n my



fingers. The rest of the shank was in the gimlet-hole where it
fiad been broken off. The fracture was an ofd one (for its
edges were incrusted with rust), and kad apparently been
wccomplishod By the blow of a Fammer, which fad partially
imbedded, in the top of the bottom sash, the head portion of
the nail. I now carefully replaced this kead portion in the
indentation whence J kad taken it, and the resemblance to a
perfect natl was complete—the fissure was invisible.
Pressing the spring, I gently raised the sask for a fow
inches; the head went up with it, remaining firm in its bod. I
closed the window, and the semblance of the whole nail was

zgm’n Jae7féct.

"The riddle, so far, was now unriddled. JThe assassin kad
escaped through the window which Jooked upon the bed.
Dropping of its cwn accord upen his exit (or perkaps
purposely closed]), it had hecome fustened by the spring; and
it was the retention of this spring which had heen mistaken
by the pelice for that of the nail, —farther inquiry being thus

considered unnecessary.

"The next question is that of the mode of descent. Thpon
this point J had been satisfied in my walk with you around
the building. FEhout five fect and a kalf from the casement in
guestion there runs a fightning-rod. Trom this rod it would
have been impossible for any one to reach the window itself,
to say nothing of entering it. J observed, however, that the
shutters of the fourth story were of the pecufiar kind called



by Parisian carpenters forrades—a kind rarely employed at
the present day, but frequently seen upon very ofd mansions
at Lyons and” Bourdeaux. They are in the form of an
ordinary door, (a single, not a folding door) except that the
Jower kalf is Jatticed or worked in cpen trellis—thus
affording an excellent hold for the hands. In the present
instance these shutters are fully three feet and a half broad:
When we saw them from the rear of the hiouse, they were both
about half open—that is to say, they stood off at right angles
Sfrom the wall. Jt is probable that the pofice, as well as
myself, examined the back of the tenement; hut, if so, in
Jooking at these férradesin the fine of their broadih (s they
must fave c&me), t/e”ey did not _perceive this great breadth
itself, or, at afl events, failed to take it into due
consideration. In fact, kaving once satisfied themselves that
no egress could have been made in this quarter, they would
naturaffy bestow here a very cursery examination. Jt was
clear to me, however, that the shutter belonging to the window
at the head of the bed, would, if swung fully back to the wall,
reack’ to within two feet of the fightning-rod. Jt was also
evident that, by exertion of a very unusual degree of activity
and courage, an entrance into the window, from the rod,
might Kave been thus effected. —-Dy reacking to the distance
of two feet and a kalf (we now suppose the shutter cpen to its
whole extent) a robber might kave taken a firm grasp upon
the trellis-work. Letting go, then, is held upen the rod,
placing kis feet securely against the wall, and springing
beldly from it, he might kave swung the shutter so as to close
it, and, if we tmagine the window cpen at the time, might even

fave swun 1g ﬁdz'mefe&[‘ into the room.



" wisk you to boar especially in mind that I have spoken
of @ very unusual degree of activity as requisite to success in
so hazardous and'so difficult a foat. Jt is my design to show
you, first, that the thing might possibly have been
accomplished:—but, secondly and chiefly, I wish'to impross
upon your understanding the very extracrdinary—the
almost_praeternatural character of that agifity whick could
have accomplished it.

H%u w‘z'ff&ay, no doubt, using the fanjucge of‘t/;e Jaw,
that 'to make out my case, , j should rather undervalue, than
insist upon a fuff estimation OJC the actz'w'?}/ reyuz'ret[ in this
matter. Jhis may be the practice in Jaw, but it is not the
usage (f reason. :7‘2;/ wltimate ob:]'ect s onfy the truth. :7‘23/
immediate purpose is to Jead you to Jaface n juactcgaom’tz’on,
that very wrnuseal actz'w'?}/ of‘ which j‘ have Just e,yoo,@»n with
that very Jaecwfz'ﬂr shrill ér harsh, ) and’ uﬂeyuﬂ/ voice, about
whose nationafi@/ no two _persons could be féunt[ to agree,
and in whose utterance no Qf}/ffab-z'fz)catz'on could be detected."

%t these words a vague and /tdaﬁ:ﬁmet[ concg]ation ij the
meaning OJC cﬁufz'n sz'ttet[ over my mind. J seemed to be upon
the verge of' comprehension without power to comprehend —
men, at times, ﬁncf themselves wpon the brink (3}p remembrance
without being able, in the end, to remember. JZE/ ﬁz’encf went

on with hits discourse.



"You will see," he said; "that I have skifted the guestion
from the mode of egress to that of ingress. Jt was my design
to convey the idea that both were effected in the same manner,
at the same point. Let us now revert to the interior of the
room. Let us survey the appearances kere. The drawers of
the bureau, it is said, had been rifled, although many articles
of apparel still remained within them. Jke conclusion here is
absurd. Jt is a mere guess—a very silly one—and no more.
How are we to know that the articles found in the drawers
were not aff these drawers had originally contained!
Madime L'Espanaye and fher daughter fived an
eacceecﬁ’ny[y retired” fife—saw no comJoany~—-&eftﬁ>m went
cut—bhad fittle use for numercus changes of kabifiment.
Those found were at Jeast of as good quality as any fikely to
be possessed by these Jadies. Jf a thicf had taken any, why
did fie not take the best—why did ke not take all 7 Jn a word;
why &id ke abandon four thousand francs in gold to
encumber himself with a bundle of finen? The gold was
abandioned. Nearlyy the whole sum mentioned by Monsieur
Mignaud;, the banker, was discovered; in bags, wpen the
Sfloor. I wisk you, therefore, to discard from your thoughts
the blundering idea of motsve, engendered in the brains of the
police by that portion of the evidence which speaks of money
defivered at the door of the house. Geincidences ten times as
remarkable as this (the defivery of the money, and murder
committed within three c[t{}/& upon the Jparty recetving z’t),
happen to alf (?f us every hour of' our fives, without
attracting even momentary notice. ‘Goincidences, in general,
are great stumbling-blocks in the way of that class of
thinkers who have been educated to know nothing of the



tffe’o;y o]“ froﬁaﬁiﬁtiewwtﬁat t/ﬁam:}/ to which the most
_glorious objects c?f‘ human research are indebted fér the most
jforz'ouo“ (ff iustration. In the  present instance, had the jofz[
been gone, the fact of' its t[efz'ver:}/ three Jky& lfey%re would
have J%rmec[ Jometﬂnj more than a coincidence. ﬁ would
have been corroborative of' this idea oJC motive. 5@, under
the real circumstances of‘ the case, zf‘ we are to suppose jof([
the motive (yp this outrage, we must also imagine the
perpetrator so vacz'ffatz’nj an idiot as to have abandoned his
jof(f and his motive t%etﬁder.

'{eg]oz'nj now Jteacﬁ'fr}/ in mind the points to which I have
drawn your attention—that Joecufiar voice, that unusual
cyz’fz'zfy, and that Jtartfz'nj absence of‘ motive in a murder so
Jinjufarfy atrocious as this—Jet us jfance at the lfutc/fer:}/
z't&e&[.‘ %re is a woman strangled to death b:}/ manual
Jtrenjtﬁj and thrust up a cﬂmngy, head downward.
@rtﬁ'nmy assassins emJafoy no such modes ij murder as this.
Least of all, do they thus dispese of the murdered. Jn the
manner (yp t/fru&tz'nj the corpse up the c/ﬁ'mne:y, Yyou will
admit that there was §ometﬂnj exc&mz'wlé/ outré—
Jometﬁ?nj aftczget/fer irreconcifable with our common notions
c#‘ fuman action, even when we suppose the actors the most
depraved cyp men. Jhink, too, kow  great must have been that
Jtrenjtf which could have thrust the b_oclj/ wup such an
aperture so ﬁrcz’ﬁfy that the united vigor of' several persons
was ﬁunc[ Eare& Jufflcient to drag it down/



"Turn, now, to other indications of‘ the emffoyment OJC a
vigor most marvellous. On the hearth were thick tresses—
very thick trecfese&_*(?f grey kuman hair. Jhese had been torn
out /7:}/ the roots. %u are aware <?f the great ffyrce necessary
in tearing thus ﬁom the head even twenty or t/fz'rty hairs
tczyet/;er. %pu saw the Jocks in quewtz'on as well as my&e&[:
Their roots 61 hideous &j/ft/) were clotted with ﬁtyment& ﬂ’f
the ersﬁ g[‘ the scalp—sure token OJF the prodigious power
which Rad been exerted in uprocting Jaer/ﬁgaa Fa&l‘ a milfion
of\ fairs at a time. Jhe throat of‘ the old fac'[}/ was not mere[y
cut, but the head aﬁ&ofute{}/ severed ﬁom the Eocef}/: the
nstrument was a mere razor. j‘ wish you also to Jook at the
é}aid/ﬁ'arocity ‘7[‘ these deeds. @f the bruises upon the ﬁoclj/
of\ j‘Z:zc[ame Ilfgaancf}/e j do not gaeakd. ﬂjm&'eur
ﬂuma&, and fis Wort/tj}/ coacgutor ﬂZnﬂ'eur ftz'enne, have

Jaronounce([ that t”e}l were z'nj%'ctec[ 5}/ some obtuse
instrument, and so szr these jentfemen are very correct. The
ohtuse instrument was cfear{y the stone pavement in the
yarc[, upon which the victim had fa/fen ﬁom the window
which Jooked in upon the bed. Thts idea, however stmple it
may now seemn, eacg]oet[ the Jaofz'ce ﬁr the same reason that the
breadth <y[‘ the shutters e&ccgaer[ them—because, b:}/ the ajﬁ['az'r
c#‘ the nails, their perceptions had heen /fermetz’caffy sealed
against the Jaoefen'b-z'fz'z:‘}/ <3f the windows having ever heen
g]aenez[ at afl.

”j now, in addition to all these things, you have proper/s

sy Jproper’y
reffectex[ wpon the odd disorder of' the chamber, we have _gone
SO ﬁzr as to combine the ideas of‘ an gyz’fz’tf}/ a&touncﬁ'nj, a



Jtrenjtlf superhuman, a ﬁrocﬁ:‘}/ brutal, a Eutcﬁge;:}/ without
motive, a Jroteayaerz'e in horror ab:mfutefy alien ﬁom
/zvumzmz'@/, and a voice féreéyn in tone to the ears c?f men (yp
many nations, and devoid (f all distinct or z'nteffzc'yz'b'fe

e5:}/ffab-z'flcmﬁz'o:n. What result, then, Fas ensued? W hat
tmpression fave j made upon your ftmc:}/ 7"

g féft a creeping c?f the f]e&/f as ﬂufin asked me the
7ue&tz'<m. H% madman," j said, "has done this deed—some
raving maniac, e&ccgaec[ ﬁom a neéy/tdﬁorz'nj %;fowz de
Dante"

”51‘1 some respects, " fre r(yofz'ed: ’:}/our idea is not irrefevant.
u\B’ut the voices (y[\ madmen, even in their wildest Jparoxysms,
are never ﬁuncf to taffy with that Joecufz'ar voice heard upon
the stairs. y‘zju[men are of" some nation, and their fanjuzye,
however incoherent in its words, has afu’ay& the coherence of‘
Qf}/ffal;zﬁcatz’on. Desides, the kair ij a madman is not such as
j now hold in my hand. j ([z'o‘entanjfec[ this fitt/e tuﬁ ﬁom

the r{yz’cf{y clutched ﬁnjem‘ (yc j;z:nﬁlme I'fgaanaye. A/
me Wﬁatyou can make of‘z't. "

”ﬂujyz’n /" j‘ said, comJafete{y wunnerved; "this hair is most

2 ’ ’ f
unuswal—this is no fiman kair."

”j frave not asserted that it is," said he; "but, ﬁefére we

decide this point, j wish you to jfcmce at the fittle sketch j



have here traced upon this paper. ji‘ s a fd'c—wz}rzzﬁ d;‘aw‘z'nj
c?f what has been described in one portion cff the testimony as
dark bruises, and (légjo indentations cy[‘ ﬁnjer nails,’ upon
the throat OJC jljzjn[emoz'weffe I'fagaanaye, and in another,

(ﬁ:}/ :7‘2:’&67‘6‘. ﬁuma& and’ ftz'enne, ) as a 'series <?f Sivid
spots, ew'r[ént[y the tmpression OJC ﬁnjem‘. '

"You will perceive,” continued my friend, spreading out
the paper upon the table before us, "that this drawing gives
the idea of a firm and fixed hold. There is no shpwing
apparent. FEack Sfinger has retained—possibly untif the
death of the victim—the fearful grasp by which it originally
imbedded itself. %ttemft, now, to place all your fingers, at

’ ’ ’ ’ ’ "
the same teme, tn the reagaectzve LNPresSIoNns as you see them.
j made the attempt in vain.

"We are Joo&&'lfé/ not _giving this matter a ﬁir trial," he
said. "The paper is tgarem[ out upon a Jafcme Jurﬁce; but the
human throat is cyfz'nc[rz'ca[ %re is a billet (?f\ wood, the
cz'rcumférence of' which is about that cyp the throat. q/[ﬂrtgo the

cl}aw‘z'nj around tt, and’; try the experiment zyaz'n. !

j did so; but the diﬁ[icufty was even more obvious than
b-effvre. ”y/;z'&, "jaaiJ "is the mark-of‘no fruman kand."



" " . , 1, , N
cggac[now, rgjafzec[ﬂufzn, t/ﬁ&Joa&&tyeﬁom tuwer.

Jt was a minute anatomical and jeneraf& descriptive
account <f the fmje fufwyua‘ @urmy—@utcmj (f the fa&t
Indian Islands. The _gigantic stature, the prodigious
strength and activity, the wild ferocity, and the imitative
propensities g[‘ these mammalia are JuﬁQcientfy well known
to afl. j understood the fuff horrors c?f‘ the murder at once.

"The (feo“crg']atz'on (va‘t/;e cfzjz’t&, ”Jaz'c[j as jmac[é an enc[(?f‘
reac[z'nj, "is in exact accordance with this c[raw‘z'nj. j see that
no animal but an @uranj-éutzmj, (y[' the species here
mentioned, could have impressed the indentations as you
kave traced them. Jhis tuﬁ of‘ tawny kair, too, s identical in
character with that c?f‘ the beast c?f‘ Guvier. agut j cannot

Jaow’iﬁfr}/ comprehend the particulars c#‘ this fnjﬁtjpuf
mystery. oge&'décf, there were fwo voices heard in contention,

and one ij them was unque&tionaﬁfy the voice OJC a
Trenchman."

"True; and you will remember an expression attributed
almost unzmz’mou&fy, 6}/ the evidence, to this voice,—the
expression, eor Divee This, under the circumstances, has
been J'uatfy characterized. b:}/ one g[‘ the witnesses ( j‘zjmtanz',
the conféctz’oner, ) as an expression of‘ remonstrance or
expostulation. Tépon these two words, tﬁérey%re, I Fave
mainly built my opes of a full solution of the riddle. 7%



Trenchman was cognizant (?f the murder. Jt is possthle—
indeed it is ﬁr more than probable—that ke was innocent of‘
all participation in the 5[00(5/ transactions whick took. place.

The @urmy—@uttmj may have e&cgfaet[ ﬁom him. ?fel may
have traced it to the chamber; but, under the agitating
circumstances which ensued, he could never have re-cagaturec[
Zt. gi is still at fmje. j will not pursue these  gquesses—for j
kave no right to call them more—since the shades OJC
reffectz'on upon which tﬁly are based are Jcarce(f}/ of‘
Juﬁch'ent cfeJatF to be c(l]g]areciaﬁfe ﬁ:}/ my own intellect, and’
since J could not pretend to make them z'nteffzc'yz'lﬂé to the
understanding OJP ancther. ‘We will call them _guesses then,

and goeaf OJP them as such. ﬁ the Frenchiman in question is
indeed, as j suppose, innocent c?f‘ this atrocizf}/, this
advertisement which j feﬁ Jast ny/ft, upon our return horme,

at the o]§[ice cy[‘ "Le JZ:ndé,' 61 paper devoted to the

Q/zvz(']o(]oz'nj interest, and much Jouj/e% 5:}/ satlors, ) will bring

"
fiim to our residence.

72% fanded me a paper, and J read thus:

t%ﬂzz‘ HT— I tho oLBois o6 agjm/g/ﬁe, eﬂrfx Zn the
merning of the—inst., (the morning of the murder,) « very
Sarge, Lawny COuran —@atwy of the Lornese species. /2
cwner, (who #s wscertatned to be « satfor, befonging to «
TMatiese vessel)) may fisve the animal again wpen
identsfying 7% satisfactorly, and paying a few charges



Jrzlfz'fcz/ /7:0m 7Zs caplure arnd @gﬂ'fy. Gl ar % —_—
&e —— ﬁuﬂay Iz §em¢z’ﬂ~au Zrozszéme.

”%W was tt Jao&n’ﬁfe, " j asked, “that you should know the
man to be a sailor, and, 5ef<>njin g toa jlzjlfteae vessel 7"

”j[&? not know it," said ﬁu(]oz'n. "jam not sure cy[‘z't.
=%ﬁere, however, ts a small piece ojp ribbon, whick ﬁ‘om its
ffyrm, and ﬁom its greasy appearance, fas evic[ent@ been
used in é}/z'nj the Kair in one (f those fonj guewes c?f‘ which
sailors are so fc‘mcf jl;z;reover, this knot is one which féw
besides sailors can tie, and is peculiar to the azjzfte&e. g
Joz’a@ecf the ribbon up at the féot cy[‘ the fightning-rod. Jt
cowld not have Fefonjec[ to either of‘ the deceased. Wgw ?f,‘
Lg%er all, j am wrong in my induction ﬁom this ribbon, that
the Trenchman was a saifor l;efonjz'nj to a ﬂ;fteae vessel,
still I can kave done no karm in saying what I &id in the
advertisement. jf' J wm in error, ke will mere:f}/ suppose that
j have been misled b:}/ some circumstance into which he will
not take the trouble to inguire. Dut %f‘ J am réyﬁt, a great
point is gained. teym’zant aftﬁoujﬁ innocent gp the murder,
the Frenchiman will naturaffy hesitate about rgjo{f}/t'}g to the
advertisement— about demanding the @ura}y—@utanj. 7?16
will reason thus: — 'j am tnnocent; j am _poor; my @urcmj—
@utanj s of‘ _great value—to one in my circumstances a
ﬁrtune ?f z't&eff:——w@ should I Jose it tﬁroujﬁ idle
apprehensions ojp danger 7 7:2697*(9 it is, within my grasp. It
was ﬁunc[ in the Dois de ﬁoufcynewat a vast distance



ﬁom the scene of' that Eutc/fe;:}/. %W can it ever be
suspected that a brute beast should have done the deed? The
pefice are at flzuftwt/zér}/ have ﬁz’fecf to procure the slightest
clew. Dhould t/%y even trace the animal, it would be
z'mJoo&n[fe to prove me C(ynz'zant OJC the murder, or to
z'mJafz'cate me in juz'ft on account (f that cognizance. %ﬁove
off, I wm Koown. The advertiser designates me as the
possessor gp the beast. I am not sure to what fomit kis
Enowfe{ye may extend. dhould I avoid cfaz'mz'nj a property
of\ so_great value, whick it is known that j Jpossess, j will
render the animal at Jeast, fiable to suspicion. ﬁ zs not my
Joofz'c:}/ to attract attention either to my&e/f or to the beast. I
will answer the advertisement, get the @urany-@utanj, and

rn

@gp it close untif this matter has blown over.

%t this moment we heard a step upon the stairs.

n f

e reacljl, 'said cﬁuJain, "with your Jaz’JtofJ, but neither

wuse them nor show them untif at a J‘Z:ynd/ ﬁom my&eﬁ[: !

Jhe ﬁont door of‘ the house had heen feﬁ open, and the

visiter had entered, without ringing, and advanced several
steps wpon the staircase. W;W, however, he seemed to
hesitate. ﬂi‘e&ent[}/ we heard him ([eJcentli'nj. ;ﬁujn'n was
moving Yuickdfy to the door, when we again heard him coming
up. % did not turn back a second time, but stepped wp with
decision, and rapped at the deoor of‘ our chamber.



1 "
Gome in," said ﬂufz'n, ina cﬁée;fuf and . /z?aar?fy tone.

A man entered: ?f(; was a satfor, ew'rfent{y, —a tall, stout,
and’ muwcu/ar—fook;'nj person, with a certain dare-devil
expression of‘ countenance, not aft(zyetﬁér URPTepossessing.
yﬁ& ﬁce, jreat& sunburnt, was more than Fafjp hidden b:}/
whisker and mustackze. ?2% had” with kim a ﬁuje caken
cu jef, but cgofearet[ to be otherwise unarmed. 7256" bowed
dWIQWdr([]}/, and bade us i’yoocf evening, " in French accents,
which, aft/fougﬁd somewhat Weduﬁ/tvatefz'aﬁj were stilf
Juﬁch'entfy indicative (f a gjarz'en'an origin.

it down, my ﬁz’endj " said ﬁufz’n. "J suppose you have
called” about the @urtmj~©utanj. ﬂf(m my word, j
almost env] ]ou the Joo&&e&m’on of\ /ﬁ'm; a remarfaﬁfy ﬁne,

and no doubt a very valuable animal. %w oJd” do you
suppose fimtobe 7"

The satlor drew a fonj breath, with the air ?f‘ a man refieved
g[‘ some ntolerable burden, and then rg]afz'ec[, in an assured

tone:

”j fave no way of' teffinj~£ut fe can't be more than féur
or ﬁve years old. 72511@ you got fiism fere 7"



"OF 1o, we had no conveniences ﬁr kégfaz'nj liim here. 7fe
is at a fz'vei:}/ stable in the &Le :ﬁulfoug, J'th b:}/ %pu can
jet fim in the mornz'nj. @f course e}/ou are Jorg]oarez[ to

z'tfentz'f;}/ the  property 7"

!

"To be sure j am, Str. :
" , , o, ﬂ ,
j‘ shall be sorry to part with him, said wpin.

”j don't mean that you should be at all this trouble ﬁvr
not/;z'nj, ST7, " said the man. "Gouldn't expect L. %m very
w‘iffz’nj to paya reward fér the ﬁn(ﬁ'nj OJC the animal—that is

fn
to say, any t/fz'nj n reason.

"ol " rg]afz'ec[ my ﬁz’encf, “that is all very fizz'r, to be
sure. Iet me t/tdz'ng./ —what should j fave T O/ j will tel/

you. (“7!23/ reward shall be this. %u shall jive me all the
z'nﬁrmatz’on in your power about these murders in the &w

"
Florgue.

Dupin said the Jast words in a very Jow tone, and very
guietly. QZz:wt as quietly, too, he walked toward the door,
Jocked it and put the key in his pocket. He then drew apistol
Jrom kis bosom and placed it, without the Jeast flurry, upon
the table.



The satlor's fuce flushed wp as if e were struqgqling with
‘P L9979
Juﬁ%caﬁon. ?fe: started to his féet and jragae([ his cu({yef,
but the next moment he féff back into his seat, tremb'fz'nj
vz'ofent'f}/, and” with the countenance <f death z't&e&[: 7:'59
{79059 not a word. j Jaz’tz'et[ fiim ﬁom the bottom <f my feart.

”ﬂ; ﬁz’entl; " said ﬁufz’n, in a kind tone, 'J}/ou are
afarmz'nj your&eﬁp unnece&&arz'[y~you are indeed. “W'e mean
you no farm whatever. jfk{ye you the honor c?f‘ a
jentfeman, and OJC a ?renc/tvmcm, that we intend you no
z'njur:}/. j Jae;féct{}/ well know that Yyou are tnnocent of\ the
atrocities in the &Le j‘zjnjue. jt‘; will not do, kowever, to
clény that you are in some measure implicated in them. From
what jﬁave afreac[y satd, you must know that jﬁave had
means of\ inﬁvmatz'on about this matter—means c?f‘ which you
could never have dreamed. Wgw the t/zvz'nj stands thus. %u
have done not/ﬁ'ny which you could have avoitﬁefwnot/zdz'nj,
certaz'nfy, which renders you cu&aaﬁfe. %u were not even
juz'ft] (yp roﬁﬁery, when you m{yﬁ% have robbed with
z'mJounz'@/. %yu have notﬂnj to conceal. %pu have no reason
ﬁr concealment. @n the other hand, you are bound’ b:}/ every
Jarz’ﬂcz('jofe cyp honor to confé&f al/ you know. %n tnnocent man
is now tmprisoned, c/z?n;yet[ with that crime <y[‘ which you can
point out the  perpetrator. "

The sailor kad recovered Fis presence of' mind, in a _great
measure, while ﬁufin uttered these words; but his onjinaf
boldness of' bearing was all [ gone.



"o help me God; " said fe, after a bricfpause, "I will tell
you all I know about this affair;—but  do not expect you
to believe one half I say—J would be a foof indeed if I did:
till, I am innocent, and I will make a clean breast if J die

LN
fér 2t.

What ke stated was, in substance, this. 71'% had fatefy
made a voyage to the jf‘uﬁ'tm %rc/ﬁ(']oefcyo. % Jaar@/, (?]C
which he ffvrme([ one, Janded at ﬁorneo, and Joa&&e(f into the
intertor on an excurston cf Jafea&ure. ‘%fl:m«f(:’ff‘ and a
companion had’ cg]ature(f the @uranj—éutanj. Tiis
companion cljfz'nj, the animal féff into his own exclusive
possession. %ﬁer _great trouble, occasioned ﬁ:}/ the
intractable férocz'@/ (y[\ his captive during the fome voyage, he
at fenjtf succeeded in foc[jz'nj it th[éfy at his own residence
in gfarz'&, where, not to attract toward. /ﬁ'm&eff‘ the unpleasant
curiosity of‘ his neig/zfor&, he Ee(jot it carefbf{y secluded,
untif such time as it should recover ﬁom a wound in the ﬁot,
recetved ﬁom a splinter on board ship. ?f;& wltimate design

was to sell it.

cggturm'nj home ﬁom some saifors' ﬁofz'c the néy/ft, or
rather in the morning of‘ the murder, he féuntf the beast
occufyinj ks own bed-room, into which it kad broken ﬁom a
closet adjoining, where it had been, as was thought, Jecurefy
conflnet[.~ cggzor in hand, and fuf{y Jathered, it was sitting
Eej%re a foo/@'nj:yfmw, attempting the operation of' J/edaw'nj,
in whick it had no doubt (797‘8‘\/1’0(,1,6‘[}/ watched its master



t/tdroujﬁ the )@:}/Jk@ (f the closet. %rn’flec[ at the myﬁ% of' SO
t[anjerozw a weapon in the Jpossession of‘ an animal so
férocz'ou&, and so well able to wse it, the man, ﬁr some
moments, was at a Joss what to do. #e had been accustomed,
however, to quiet the creature, even in its ﬁerce&t moods, b:}/
the use oJF a W/fzc'ja, and to this he now resorted. c[épcm J‘Z:y/l% of'
it, the @urcmj—@utanj sprang at once t/frouj/; the door c?f‘
the chamber, down the stairs, and thence, through a window,

unffvrtunate{y open, into the street.

The Frenchman followed in dospair; the ape, razor still in
hand, occasionally stopping to Jook back and gesticulate at
its pursuer, until the Jatter kad nearly come up with it. Jt
then again made of . In this manner the chase continued for
a fong time. Jhe strects were profoundly quiet, as it was
nearly three o clock in the merning. Jn passing down an alley
in the rear of the &te mZZgue, the fugitive's attention was
arrested by a fight glearing from the open window of
Madame L' Espanaye's chamber, in the fourth story of her
frouse. Rushing to the building, it percetved the fightning
rod, clambered wp with inconcetvable agility, grasped the
shutter, which was thrown fully back against the wall, and,
by its means, swung itself directly upon the headhoard of the
bed. Jhe whele feat did not occupy a minute. Jhe shutter
was kicked open again by the Ourang-Outang as it entered

the room.



The sailor, in the meantime, was both r(gjoz'ceJ and
perplexed. FHe had strong hopes of now recapturing the
brute, as it could acarcefy escape ﬁom the trap into which it
had’ ventured, except b:}/ the rod, where it mg’y/ft be
z'ntercejatec[ as it came down. On the other hand, there was
much cause ffpr cmacz'e@/ as to what it my/t% do in the fouse.
This Jatter rgffect;z'on urged the man still to féffow the
fujz’tz've. % fzj/ftnz’nj rod is ascended without t[zﬁ@cufty,
egaecz'affy 5:}/ a satlor; but, when he kad arrived as /tdz:y/f as the
window, which fay fizr to his feﬁ, his career was th]ajaec[; the
most that ke could accomJafi&F was to reach over so as to
obtain a jfz'mJMe cyp the interior gp the room. ot this jfz'mJoJe
e nearlyy fell from his hold through excess of orror. Now it
was that those hideous shrieks arose upon the nz'jrﬁ%, which
fad startled ﬁom slumber the inmates (f the &te ﬂzl‘yue.
azjnﬁlme z'fgocmt{ye and her cfauj/;ter, habited in their
night clothes, had cgoJoarent{y been cccupied in arranging
some papers in the iron chest afremr[}/ mentioned, which had
been wheeled into the middle (y[' the room. Jt was open, and its
contents fay beside it on the ﬁoor. The victims must kave
been sitting with their backs toward the window; and, ﬁom
the time efz(z]odnj between the ingress cyp the beast and the
screams, it seems probable that it was not z'mmetli'ateef}/
perceived. JThe ﬂc(z]afz'nj—to gp the shutter would naturaffy

have been attributed to the wind.

s the sailor Jooked in, the _gigantic animal had seized
j‘jzjnfame I’fﬂmﬂq}/e 6:}/ the hair, ( which was Joose, as she
had been combing it, ) and was ffourz’&/ﬁ'ny the razor about



her face, in imitation of the motions of a harber. JThe
daughter Jay prostrate and motionless; she had swooned. Jhe
screams and struggles of the ofd Jady (during whick the hair
was torn from her head) kad the effect of changing the
probably pacific purpeses of the Ourang-Outang into
those of wrath. With one determined sweep of its muscular
arm it nearfy severed her head from her body. JThe sight of
blood inflamed its anger into phrenzy. Gnashing its teeth,

and flashing fire from its eyes, it flew upon the body of the
_gir), and imbedded its fearful tafons in her throat, retaining
its grasp until she expired. Jts wandering and wild glances
fell at this moment upon the head of the bed, over whick the
face of its master, rigid with horror, was just discernible.

The fury of the beast, whe no doubt bore stiff in mind the

dreaded whip, was instantly converted into fear. Gonscious
of having deserved punishment, it seemed desirous of
concealing its bloody deeds, and skipped about the chamber
in an agony of nervous agitation; throwing down and
breaking the furniture as it moved, and draqging the bed
from the bedstead. In conclusion, it seized first the corpse of
the daughter, and thrust it up the chimney, as it was found;

then that of the ofd Jady, whick it tmmediately hurled
through the window headlong.

s the ape approached the casement with its mutilated
burden, the saifor shrank aghast to the rod, and, rather
gliding than clambering down it, hurried at once home—
dreading the consequences of the butchery, and gladly
abandoning, in kis terror, alf soficitude about the fate of the



@urmy—@utanj. The words heard 6:}/ the party upen the
staircase were the Trenclman's exclamations g[‘ forror and
ajﬁ[‘rzc'y/;t, commz’njfeJ with the ﬁent[i'&/; J'aﬁﬁerinjs of‘ the
brute.

I kave scarcely anything to adid. The Ourang-Outang
must have escaped from the chamber, by the rod; just before
the break of the door. Jt must kave closed the window as it
passed through it. Jt was subsequently caught by the owner
kimself, who obtained for it a very Jarge sum at the_Jardin
dos Pantes. Le Don was instantly refeased] upon our
narration of the circumstances ( with some comments from
Dupin) at the burcaw of the Prefect of Police. Thits
functz’onm:}/, however well disposed to my friend, could not
altegether conceal his chagrin at the turn whick affairs had
taken, and was fain to indulge in a sarcasm or two, about the

Jarg]orz'eé}/ OJC every person mz'ntﬁ'nj his own business.

"Let kim talk" said” Dupin, whe kad not thought it
necessary to reply. "Let hkim discourse; it will ease his
conscience, I am satisfied with kaving defeated kim in Fis
own castle. Nevertheloss, that ke failed in the solution of
this mystery, is by ne means that matter for wonder which he
supposes it; for, in truth, our friendthe gjreféct is somewhat
too cunning to be profound. In kis wisdom is no stamen. Jt is
aff fead and no body, fike the pictures of the Goddess
Laverna,—or, at best, all head and shoulders, fike a codfish.
But ke is a good creature after all. I fike im espocially for



one master stroke # cant, ﬁ:}/ whick he has attained his
reputation ffpr z’njenuite}/. I mean the way e has 'de nier ce
fuz'ewt, et [/zzyo/z'fuer ce fuz'fz ;JIJJJJ‘. " ( *)

(/ *) cﬁgu&feau-—— W(:uVeffe %foz’g‘e.

The end



