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Quote for Reflection 
 
 

Look at Herod. He sits in the midst of his people, and he speaks. Hear ye the impious 
shout? “It is the voice of God,” they cry, “and not the voice of man.” The proud 
monarch gives not God the glory; he affects the God, and seems to shake the spheres, 
imagining himself divine. There is a worm that creepeth into his body, and yet another, 
and another; and ere that sun has set, he is eaten up of worms. Ah! monarch! though 
thoughtest of being a god, and worms have eaten thee! … When kings die, and in funeral 
pomp are carried to the grave, we are taught the lesson—"I am God, and beside me 
there is none else.” —Charles Spurgeon 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves: the King opens His 
gates and welcomes us into His courts. 

 
 

Gospel Invitation—1 Peter 1:24-25 
 

“All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and 
the flower falls, but the Word of the Lord remains forever.” And this Word is the good 
news that was preached to you. 

 
 
Sung Response—Come, Thou Almighty King, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Anonymous, 1757; Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1769. 
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Call to Worship—from Psalm 86:8-13 
 

Pastor:   There is none like You among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works  
     like Yours. 
 
All:     All the nations You have made shall come and worship before You, O Lord, 
     and shall glorify Your name. 
 
Reader 1:  For You are great and do wondrous things; You alone are God. 
 
Reader 2:  Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth; unite my heart 
     to fear Your name. 
 
All:     We give thanks to You, O Lord our God, with our whole heart, and we will 
     glorify Your name forever. 
 
Pastor:   For great is Your steadfast love toward us; You have delivered our soul from 
     the depths of Sheol. 
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Congregational Psalm—Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah (Psalm 146) 
 

 
 

Text: Psalm 146:1-10, The Psalter, 1912; Music: RIPLEY, Gregorian Chant,  
arr. Lowell Mason, 1839. 
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Text: The Psalter, 1912; Music: RIPLEY, Lowell Mason, 1839. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant 
hearts. In His Word, God particularly calls us to sing psalms: while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual 
songs, there is a specific exhortation for us to use the Psalter as the church’s songbook. 

 

Congregational Psalm—The Earth Is The Lord’s (Psalm 24) 
 

 
 

Text: based on Psalm 24:1-10, Henry C. Haffner, 2025; Music: KINGS’S MOUNTAIN, Henry C. Haffner, 2025. 
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Verse 1 & 2, then Chorus
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Baptism of Mathew Loyd 
 
 
 
Scripture Reading—Psalm 82:1-8 
 

God has taken His place in the divine council; 
    in the midst of the gods He holds judgment: 
 “How long will you judge unjustly 
    and show partiality to the wicked? Selah 
Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; 
    maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute. 
Rescue the weak and the needy; 
    deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 
 
They have neither knowledge nor understanding, 
    they walk about in darkness; 
    all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
 
I said, “You are gods, 
    sons of the Most High, all of you; 
nevertheless, like men you shall die, 
    and fall like any prince.” 
 
Arise, O God, judge the earth; 
    for You shall inherit all the nations! 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Congregational Psalm—Arise, O God (Psalm 82) 
 

 
 

Text: Psalm 82:1-8, The Psalter of the United Presbyterian Church, 1887, alt. 2015; 
Music: WINSTEAD HILL, Henry C. Haffner, 2015. 

 

Sermon Text—Acts 12:1-24 
 

About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. 
2 He killed James the brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it pleased 
the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened 
Bread. 4 And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four 
squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the 
people. 5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by 
the church. 
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Text: The Psalter of the United Presbyterian Church, 1887, Alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2015; 
Music: WINSTEAD HILL, Henry C. Haffner, 2015.
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 6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were 
guarding the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light 
shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” 
And the chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put 
on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you 
and follow me.” 9 And he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was 
being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 When they had 
passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It 
opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and 
immediately the angel left him. 11 When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure 
that the Lord has sent His angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all 
that the Jewish people were expecting.” 
 12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose 
other name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. 13 And 
when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to 
answer. 14 Recognizing Peter's voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and 
reported that Peter was standing at the gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of your 
mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so, and they kept saying, “It is his angel!” 16 
But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and were amazed. 
17 But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord 
had brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the 
brothers.” Then he departed and went to another place. 
 18 Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what 
had become of Peter. 19 And after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he 
examined the sentries and ordered that they should be put to death. Then he went down 
from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there. 
 20 Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to him 
with one accord, and having persuaded Blastus, the king's chamberlain, they asked for 
peace, because their country depended on the king's country for food. 21 On an 
appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and delivered 
an oration to them. 22 And the people were shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a 
man!” 23 Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, because he did not give 
God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last. 
 24 But the Word of God increased and multiplied. 

 
Pastor:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Sung Response—Why Do Gentile Nations Rage (Psalm 2), Vs. 4 
 

 
 

 
Text: Psalm 2:10-12; The Book of Psalms for Worship, Copyright © 2010 Crown and Covenant Publications;  

Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1678, harm. J. S. Bach, 18th c. 

 
Sermon—That Word Above All Earthly Powers 

—Pastor, James Crampton 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND 
RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and 
seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—based on 1 Samuel 12:20-24 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. We are called to fear the Lord alone and serve Him 
    faithfully with all our heart. We consider what great things You have done for 
    us.  
 
All:    We have done evil.  
 
Pastor:  Do not turn aside from following the Lord—serve the Lord with all your heart. 
 
All:    We have turned aside after empty things that cannot profit or deliver. They  
    are empty. 
 
Pastor:  Yet the Lord will not forsake His people, for His great name's sake, because it 
    has pleased the Lord to make you a people for Himself. 
 
All:    Far be it from us that we should sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for  
    one another. 

 
Assurance of Pardon—from Isaiah 45:21-22, 24-25; John 3:16-17 
 

Thus says the Lord, “There is no other god besides Me, a righteous God and a Savior; 
there is none besides Me. Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am 
God, and there is no other. Only in the Lord… are righteousness and strength; to Him 
shall come and be ashamed all who were incensed against Him. In the Lord all the 
offspring of Israel shall be justified and shall glory.” 

 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God. This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

All:  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  

 

Pastor:  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through Him. 

 

All:    Thanks be to God. 
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Sung Response—Jesus Shall Reign, Vs. 3 
 

 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1719; Music: DUKE STREET, John Hatton, 1793. 

 
GOD INVITES HIS PEOPLE TO FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM 

God feeds the faith of His people by giving them a meal. As God fellowships with them in faith, His 
people pledge their obedience to God and their love for one another. 

 

Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 
 We believe in God:  
 
  The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
  Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father 
 Almighty, From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
  The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
  The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
 
 Amen. 
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Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, 
we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices with the angels, the 
archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal 
praise: 

 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 ©2009 Greyfriars Press.Text: Is 6:3, Rev 4:8, Mt 21:9;  
Music: FRANKLIN SANCTUS, Gregory Wilbur, 2009.   
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come 
forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 

 
Congregational Psalm—Turn Your Ear And Answer (Psalm 86) 
	

	
 

Text: Psalm 86:1-7, Nathan George, 2015;  
Music: Nathan George, 2015. 
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Chorus

Text: Psalm 86:1-7, Nathan George, 2015; Music: Nathan George, 2015.  
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Congregational Hymn—Jesus Paid It All 

 

 
 

Text: Elvina M. Hall, 1865; Music: ALL TO CHRIST, John T. Grape, 1865. 
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Jesus Paid It All

Refrain

Text: Elvina N. Hall, 1865; Music: ALL TO CHRIST, John T. Grape, 1868.
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GOD’S PEOPLE GRATEFULLY RESPOND WITH THEIR PETITIONS, TITHES 
& OFFERINGS, AND PRAISE 

Praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship, moving our faith from our heads and 
hearts into our lives and callings. Offering boxes for both tithes and alms are located in the foyer. 

 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
Corporate Prayer—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,  
On Earth as it is in Heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil. 
 

For Thine is the kingdom,  
And the power, and the glory, forever. 

 
Amen. 
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Congregational Hymn—A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 

 
 

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 46, Martin Luther, 1529, tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1853;  
Music: EIN’FESTE BURG, Martin Luther, 1529. 
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and 
providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to 
show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—based on 2 Timothy 4:17-18 
 

May the Lord stand by you and strengthen you. May the Lord rescue you from the lion's 
mouth. The Lord rescue you from every evil deed and bring you safely into His heavenly 
kingdom. To Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Doxology 
 

 
 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1674; Music: OLD 100TH, Louis Bourgeois, 1551. 
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1709; Music: OLD HUNDRETH, Genevan Psalter, Louis Bourgeois, 1551.
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Announcements 
 
 
 
Worship Notes: 
 

It says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. —James 4:6-7 
 
Acts 12 presents us with two contrasting scenes: the chapter begins with Peter’s 
persecution, imprisonment, and miraculous rescue at the hands of an angel, and ends 
with Herod meeting a swift and violent end after attempting to claim God’s glory for 
himself. The hymns we sing this morning relate to both these scenes. In the first half of 
the service, many of the hymns follow Psalm 82 (which we’ll both read and sing), 
encouraging us to “put no confidence in princes,” and calling the powerful on the earth 
to give reverent worship to the Lord, “lest [they] perish in [their] stride.” Later in the 
morning, after hearing the Word preached, confessing our sins, and receiving assurance 
of pardon, the hymns tend to celebrate how our Lord rescues us from even the direst 
situations. We call on our Lord in troubled days, and He is faithful to save His servants 
and preserve their lives. We declare that He is a “mighty fortress” and our helper in the 
“flood of mortal ills.” Like Peter, we can “leap to lose [our] chains.” Unlike Herod, we 
joyfully “lay our trophies down” Jesus’ feet. —Henry C. Haffner 

 
 
  
Key Words:     Violent Hands, Prison, Prayer, Rescue, Angel, Word, Glory 
 
 
Keystone Verse:    But the Word of God increased and multiplied. (Acts 12:24) 
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