
Movie Parodies 
& Trailers 
for Novels

Projects-Based Learning:

Templates, Directions, 
& Planning Guidance



Product Includes:
• Teacher Guide
• Plot Structure Activity
• Student Directions
• Student Checklist
• Scene Planner
• Script Planning 
• Project Rubric
• Project Citations Sheet
• Student Peer Feedback 

Form
• Student Project Reflection 

Form

ELA 
Standards:

RL2

RL3

RL5

RL6

W3

W6



Teacher’s Guide
• What do you want the end product to be? 

What will your expectations be when grading?
• What will the process look like for the 

students?
• What do the students need to know prior to 

beginning? What mini-lessons should you plan 
to assure students have access to all the 
content and standards?

• What work/tasks do students need to 
complete before beginning on their projects? 
Will they need approval before beginning the 
recording?

• How long will students have to complete their 
projects?

• How will you introduce these projects and 
what processes will you have in place to 
check progress?

• What is your plan for student accountability?

Things to Think About:

• Student Access to 
Devices/Software

• Home/School Project –
What will be completed 
where? And do students 
have access to complete 
it?

• Providing Opportunity for 
ALL students to 
participate

• Parody versus Trailer –
Appropriateness of Topic

• Communicate with team 
members and other faculty 
– especially if connection 
time will be used for 
recording

Plan Out Everything in Detail
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Book Parody Project Rubric
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: The book parody reveals 
all elements of the plot 

and includes some detail 
of the story to ensure 
audience understands 

the summary of the 
novel. 

Book parody revealed all 
elements of the plot
____ Beginning
____ Rising Action 
____ Climax
____ Falling Action 
____ Resolution 

Book parody reveals 3-4 
of the plot elements. 

____ Beginning
____ Rising Action 
____ Climax
____ Falling Action 
____ Resolution 

Book parody only reveals 
2 or less of the plot 

elements. 
____ Beginning
____ Rising Action 
____ Climax
____ Falling Action 
____ Resolution 
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The video is 
exceptionally-developed  
with the scenes flowing 
and easy to follow. It is 
highly engaging to the 

audience and fully 
maintains their attention 

throughout the video

The video is well-developed 
with the scenes flowing 
and easy to follow. It is 

engaging to the audience 
and mostly maintains their 

attention

The video is developed in 
a way that is fairly 

organized. It is engaging 
to the audience and 

somewhat maintains their 
attention

The video is developed in 
a way that is 

unorganized. It is 
minimally engaging to 

the audience and barely 
maintains their attention
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t Overall theme of the 
parody has a clear, 

humorous message.

Overall theme of the 
parody has a humorous 

message.

Overall theme of the 
parody has a humorous 
message, but at times is 
unclear or goes off topic

Overall theme of the 
parody is at times 

humorous, but frequently 
goes off topic or is 

difficult to understand
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The trailer length is 
greater than 90 seconds 

and includes all 
necessary information. 
No unnecessary details 

are shared

The trailer includes all plot 
elements within 90 second 

to 2-minute timeline. 
There are a few extra 

details that could be cut

The trailer is under 1 
minute, which means the 

movie trailer is moving 
too quickly to draw out 

the plot. 

The trailer is incomplete, 
but some effort is shown 
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All sources are cited, and 
all copyrighted material is 
identified and used with 

permission. 

Websites for all sources are 
cited. 

Most sources are cited Only one or two sources 
are cited out of several 

sources used. 

Total: _____ / 20 = ______%
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Student Expectations:

Explanation
Prerequisites 

before Designing 
Project

Possible 
Technology

Content 
Covered

Standard

Create a movie parody of the novel. 
It should cover the main points 

from the story but can be altered 
to be a sillier version.

Class time will be for designing the 
movie, writing out scripts, and prop 

making.

Video time will have to be 
before/after school, at home, or 
possible during connection time if 
given written permission from the 

teacher.

•Giver Plot Diagram 
(RL2/RL3)
•Map out scenes based 
on plot structure (RL5)
• Exposition
• Conflict
• Rising Actions (3)
• Climax
• Falling Actions (3)
• Resolution

•Outline of movie plan 
(Who, which scenes, plan 
for recording)
•Write script outline (RL5)

MovieMaker
WeVideo
iMovie
(Other 

programs upon 
approval)

• Plot Structure
• Objective 

Summary
• Drama
• Story Elements
• Dialogue
• Character 

Types
• Narrative 

Elements & 
Writing

• Technology 
Production

RL2, RL3, 
RL5, RL6, 
W3, W6

Make sure Your book parody…
• reveals all elements of the plot and includes some detail of the story to ensure audience understands the summary of 

the novel. 
• is exceptionally-developed  with the scenes flowing and easy to follow. It is highly engaging to the audience and fully 

maintains their attention throughout the video
• has an overall theme of the parody that has a clear, humorous message.
• length is greater than 90 seconds and includes all necessary information. No unnecessary details are shared
• cites all sources and identifies all copyrighted material
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Movie Parody Checklist & Turn!In:
As you work on your movie parody, use this checklist to make sure 

you have completed every step of the process. This will be submitted 
with your final project along with everything with a * next to it.

☐ Plot Structure 
Diagram

☐ Plot Structure 
Scene Planner

☐ Script Planner
☐ Teacher Approval 

Form
☐ Project Citations 

Sheet
☐ Final Project 

(Digitally Submit)
☐ Project Reflection 

Sheet
☐ Peer Feedback Form

Turn InProject Process
☐ Take annotations throughout the novel
☐ Complete the Plot Structure Diagram

☐ Using the Plot Structure Diagram, complete the Plot 
Structure Scene Planner

☐ After the scenes are planned, complete the Script 
Planner

☐ Get teacher approval on the Plot and Script Planners

☐ Begin planning your recording and roles for the video

☐ As  resources, images, and music are used for the 
project, make sure to add them to the Project Citation 
Sheet

☐ Recording of videos for the parody take place at 
home, before or after school, during connection time 
(with a note from the teacher and myself), or at other 
times as arranged beforehand

☐ Submit project and turn in all other completed tasks
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Guides, 
Checklists, 
& Rubric

Trailer

Trailer



Plot Structure Script Planner
Characters:
1. 
2. 
3.

4. 
5. 
6.

7. 
8. 
9.

Scene _______: ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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Permission to Record

You have completed the requirements 
necessary to begin recording your 

videos. You may begin putting your video 
together now. 

Please be sure to refer to your project 
guidelines and rubric for guidance as you 

put your video together.

Teacher Signature:_______________________________________

Date :_________________________________________

Group Members:_________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Permission to Record

You have completed the requirements 
necessary to begin recording your 

videos. You may begin putting your video 
together now. 

Please be sure to refer to your project 
guidelines and rubric for guidance as you 

put your video together.

Teacher Signature:________________________________________

Date :_________________________________________

Group Members:_________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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Peer Feedback Form

3 Glows:

1 Grow:

Reviewer Name: :________________________________________

Date :_________________________________________

Group Members:___________________________________

_________________________________________________________

3 Glows:

1 Grow:

Reviewer Name: :_________________________________________

Date :_________________________________________

Group Members:_________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Peer Feedback Form
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Plot Structure Scene Planner
Plan your movie parody scenes following the Plot Structure Diagram. Be sure to include all major 

events from the story and add a twist to it to make it humorous. Label the part of the plot structure 
diagram for each scene then write your description and draw an image to represent it.

Description:______________
______________________
______________________

Scene 1: Exposition____________

Description:______________
______________________
______________________

Scene 4: _____________________

Description:______________
______________________
______________________

Description:______________
______________________
______________________

Scene 5: _____________________

Description:______________
______________________
______________________

Description:______________
______________________
______________________

Scene 6: _____________________

Scene 2: _____________________ Scene 3: _____________________
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Plot Structure Diagram

Exposition:
Characters:

Setting:

Initial Conflict:

Rising Actions:
Rising Action 1:

Rising Action 2:

Rising Action 3:

Rising Actions:
Rising Action 1:

Rising Action 2:

Rising Action 3:

Climax:
✱

Complete the plot 
structure diagram for the 

novel. You will need a plan 
to include each of these in 

your movie parody.

Name: _________________________________

Novel: _________________________________

Resolution:
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Includes 
Templates


