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Quote for Reflection 
 
 

Upon our turning to God we have more restored to us in Christ than ever was lost in Adam. —Thomas Watson 
 
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—Hosea 6:1 
 

Come, let us return to the Lord; for He has torn us, that He may heal us; He has struck us down, and He will 
bind us up. 

 
Sung Response—The Lord Is King, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Josiah Conder, 1824; Music: ROCKBRIDGE, Lucius Chapin,  
from The Harmonia Sacra, 1812, alt. 2010. 

 
Call to Worship—based on Psalm 22:22-24, 27-28 
 

Pastor:  We will tell of the name of the Lord to our brothers; in the midst of the congregation we will 
praise Him. 

 
All:  You who fear the Lord, praise Him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify Him, and stand 

in awe of Him, all you offspring of Israel! 
 
Reader 1:   For He has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted. 
 
Reader 2:   The Lord has not hidden His face from us but has heard when we cried to Him. 
 
All:  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of 

the nations shall worship before Him. 
 
Pastor:    For kingship belongs to the Lord, and He rules over the nations. 
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Congregational Psalm—From Heav’n O Praise The Lord (Psalm 148) 
 

 
 

Text: Psalm 148:1-14, The Book of Psalms for Singing , © 1973 Crown and Covenant Publications; 
Music: ST. CATHERINES, Horatio R. Palmer, 19th century. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts. God particularly entreats us in His 
Word to sing psalms. And while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a specific exhortation for us to make use of the Psalter as the church’s 
songbook. 

 

Congregational Psalm—Gently, Gently Lay Your Rod (Psalm 6) 
 

 
 

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 6:1-10, Henry F. Lyte, 1834, alt. Nathan George, 2012; 
 Music: Nathan George, 2012. 

 

Scripture Reading—Deuteronomy 18:15-22 
 

[Moses said,] “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is 
to him you shall listen— just as you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, 
‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ And the Lord said to me, 
‘They are right in what they have spoken. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I 
will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. And whoever will not listen to My 
words that he shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of him. But the prophet who presumes to speak a word 
in My name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall 
die.’ And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word that the Lord has not spoken?’— when a prophet speaks 
in the name of the Lord, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the Lord has not spoken; 
the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him.” 

 

Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

& b 44 .œ jœ œ œ
Gent -
My

Who
So

ly,
soul
with -
de -

Gent -
is
in

part

ly
in

the
from

œ œ ˙
lay
great
si -

me,

dis -
lent

a -

Your
tress.
grave
way!

rod

œ œ œ œ
on
Send,
will
Men

my
O
re -
of

sin -
send
call

e -

ful
Your

or
vil,

œ œ ˙
heart,
pro -
give
be

O
mised
You

a -

God;
rest;

praise?
shamed!

& b .œ jœ œ œ
Stay
Lord,
Lord,
For

Your
I

my
the

wrath,
cry

trem -
Lord

in
how

bling
has

œ œ ˙
merc -
long,
soul
heard

y,
how
now
my

stay,
long?

cry,
give

œ œ œ œ
or
My
words
as

I
great

of
my

sink
need
grace
prayer

be -
has
and
as -

œ œ ˙
fore
been

I
cends

its
my
will
on

sway.
song.
live.
high.

& b œ œ œ œ
Heal
Look,
I
Lo!

me,
O

am
He

for
Lord,
wear -

comes!

my
with

y
He

œ œ ˙
flesh
gra -
from
heeds

is
cious
the
my

weak;
eye,

years
plea.

œ œ œ œ
heal
turn
of
Lo!

me,
and
the
He

for
take
dark -

comes!

Your
my

ness
The

œ œ ˙
grace
guilt -
filled
sha -

I
y

with
dows

seek.
life;

tears.
flee!

& b .œ jœ œ œ
This
By
Oh,
Glo -

my
Your
my
ry

on -
grace
sight,
round

ly
from

be -
me

œ œ ˙
plea
Heav'n
cause
dawns

I
a -
of

once

make,
bove,
grief,
more;

œ œ œ œ
heal
save
wastes
rise

me
me
a -

my

for
in

way
spir -

Your
Your
and
it

œ œ ˙
merc -
stead-
now
and

y's
fast
is
a -

sake.
love.

dore!
weak.

Gently, Gently—Psalm 6

Text: Henry Francis Lyte, 1834, Alt. Nathan C. George, 2012; Music: Nathan C. George, 2012.
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Congregational Hymn—Stricken, Smitten, And Afflicted 
 

 
 

Text: Thomas Kelly, 1804; Music: O MEIN JESU, ICH MUSS STERBEN,  
Geistliche Volkslieder, 1850. 
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Reading of the Word—Acts 3:17-4:4 
 

17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what God foretold by the 
mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your 
sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He may send the 
Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which 
God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets long ago. 22 Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who does 
not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ 24 And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel 
and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that 
God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ 
26 God, having raised up His servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your 
wickedness.” 

4:1 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon 
them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 
3 And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 But many of those 
who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 

 

Pastor:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Sung Response—God Be Merciful To Me (Psalm 51), Vs. 1 
  

 
 

Text: from Psalm 51:1-2, The Psalter, 1912; Music: REDHEAD 76, Richard Redhead, 1853. 

 
Sermon—The Blessing of Turning 

—Pastor, James Crampton 
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Text: The Psalter, 1912; Music: AJALON (REDHEAD No. 76), Richard Redhead, 1853.
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son 
of God. 

 

Confession of Sin—from Jeremiah 8:4-5, 7 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. Thus says the Lord: “When men fall, do they not rise again? If one turns away, 
does he not return? Why then has this people turned away in perpetual backsliding?” 

 
All:    We hold fast to deceit; we refuse to return. 
 
Pastor:  We have not spoken rightly; none of us relents of our evil, saying, “What have I done?” 
 
All:    Your people know not the rules of the Lord. 

 
Assurance of Pardon— Jeremiah 31:18-20; Colossians 2:6-7 
 

Thus says the Lord, “I have heard Ephraim grieving, ‘You have disciplined me, and I was disciplined, like an untrained 
calf; bring me back that I may be restored, for You are the Lord my God. For after I had turned away, I relented, and 
after I was instructed, I struck my thigh; I was ashamed, and I was confounded, because I bore the disgrace of my 
youth.’ Is Ephraim My dear son? Is he My darling child? For as often as I speak against him, I do remember him still. 
Therefore my heart yearns for him; I will surely have mercy on him,” declares the Lord. 

 
Pastor:   This is the promise of God. 
 
All:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor:  Therefore, in the same way you received Christ Jesus as Lord, so continue to walk in Him. 
 
All:    So then, we are rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith. 
 
Pastor:   Therefore, let us abound in thanksgiving. 

 
Sung Response—Come Ye Sinners, Poor And Needy, Vs. 2 
 

 
 

Text: Joseph Hart, 1759; Music: RESTORATION (ARISE), William Walker’s The Southern Harmony, 1835. 

& # 44 œ œ œ œ œ
Come, ye thirst y,

œ œ œ œ œ
come, and wel come,

œ œ œ œ œ
God's free bount y

œ œ ˙
glor i fy;- - - - -

& # œ œ œ œ œ
True be lief and

œ œ œ œ œ
true re pen tance,

œ œ œ œ œ œ
ev ery grace that

œ œ ˙
brings you nigh.- - - -

U

& # œ œ œ œ œ œ
I will a rise and

œ œ œ œ œ
go to Je sus,

œ œ œ œ œ œ
He will em brace me

œ œ œ ˙
in His arms;- - -

& # œ œ œ œ œ
In the arms of

œ œ œ œ œ
my dear Sav ior,

œ œ œ œ œ œ
O there are ten

œ œ ˙
thou sand charms.- -

U

Come Ye Sinners, Poor And Needy, Vs. 2



 8 

HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 

 
Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

 

We believe in God: 
 

The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Sursum Corda 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, 

Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, 
and we join our voices with the angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven 
in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8;  
Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 
  

Congregational Psalm—Blest Is The Man (Psalm 32) 
 

 
 

© 2008 Greyfriars Press. Text: paraphrase of Psalm 32, Isaac Watts, 1719;   
Music: DISTRESS, William Walker, 1854, arr. Gregory Wilbur, 2008. 

 

Congregational Hymn—Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed	
	

	
	

Text: Isaac Watts, 1707; Music: MARTYRDOM, Hugh Wilson, 1824. 
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Blest Is The Man—Psalm 32

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 32, Isaac Watts, 1719; Music: DISTRESS, William Walker, 1854, 
arr. Gregory Wilbur, 2008.
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Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed?

Text: Isaac Watts, 1707; Music: MARTYRDOM, Hugh Wilson, 1824.
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & 
OFFERINGS 

Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our 
lives and callings. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

 
Congregational Hymn—Man Of Sorrows! 
 

 
 

Text and Music: Phillip P. Bliss, 1875. 
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Man of Sorrows! What a Name

Text and Music: Phillip P. Bliss, 1875.
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—from Acts 26:18 
 

The Lord be with you to open your eyes, so that you may turn from darkness to light and from the 
power of Satan to God, that you may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are 
sanctified by faith in Jesus. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Be Thou My Vision, Vs. 5 
 

 
 

Text: Ancient Irish Poem, tr. Mary Byrne, 1905;  
Music: SLANE, Traditional Irish Melody. 

 
 
Announcements 
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Be Thou My Vision, Vs. 5
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Worship Notes: 
 

You may notice that this morning’s service is a bit more solemn than usual. That is on purpose. Apart from the 
exuberant opening psalm setting (From Heav’n O Praise The Lord—Psalm 148), the Scripture passages and hymns 
chosen for the service reflect on the sobering call to repentance at the end of Act 3. Hearing Peter urge his brothers to 
“repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out” (Acts 3:19), we respond by acknowledging the 
sinfulness of our hearts (Gently, Gently Lay Your Rod—Psalm 6) and asking God to blot out our sins (God Be Merciful 
To Me—Psalm 51). We recognize that our guilt is so great (Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed; Man of Sorrows! What A 
Name) that only a promised divine redeemer can overcome it (Stricken, Smitten, And Afflicted). We confess that true 
repentance is a gift of God’s grace (Come Ye Sinners, Poor And Needy) and that blessings will come to those who receive 
it (Blest Is The Man—Psalm 32). I pray that this service would remind all of us to take hold of this grace, turning from 
our own wickedness to the Lord who promises to bind up what He has struck down (Hosea 6:1). —Henry C. Haffner 

 
Key Words:  Fulfilled, Suffer, Repent, Blot, Refreshing, Presence, Bless, Turn, Believe 
Keystone Verse:  Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may 

come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus.  
(Acts 3:19-20) 
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