
 

Arabic Alphabet  

• The Arabic alphabet contains 28 letters. 

• Arabic is written from right to left. 

• Arabic letters change their shape according to their position in a word.   

• Arabic letters have a beginning, middle and end form.  

 

Consider the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Exercise (1): Read the Arabic alphabets above paying attention to your pronunciation.  

Exercise (2): Write down a noun beginning with each letter of the alphabet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

س            أ          ب           ت           ث         ج             ح            خ           د           ذ            ر            ز  

ل            ش            ص          ض        ط          ظ           ع          غ            ف             ق            ك          

  م                ن              ه             و            ي 



 

Sun and Moon Letters 

• Definite nouns in Arabic begin with  َْال 
• The way the definite article is pronounced is Arabic is determined by the letter after it.  

• If the letter after the definite article is a sun letter – the letter is merged into the definite article 

• If the letter after the definite article is a moon letter – the Laam of the definite article is 

pronounced.  

 

               The Sun Letters   

 

Examples:  

 

 

 

  The Moon Letters 

  

Examples:  

 

Exercise (1): Read the following words out loud and identify which words contain the sun letter or moon 

letter. Write down your answer underneath the word.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise (2): From memory, circle the sun letters below.   

 

 

 

Pronounce the 

sun letter clearly 

Pronounce the 

Laam of the 

definite article 

clearly 

مْس   الَت َاج الش َ ُّيور   الط   

 الَجَْمَل  الَقَْلمَ  الَبَْاب

عْلِيمالَت ََّ  الَأُّسْرَة  الَكِْتَاب رِيْر  الَمِْسْكِيْن    الَس َ

 

عَاء ُّ حِيْم  الَد   الَعَظِيم   الن ُّور  الَمَْائدَِة  الَر َ



Naughty Letters 

• There are some letters of the Arabic alphabet which do not follow the joining rules of Arabic 

writing. They are called Naughty letters.  

• This is because they do not join with the letter on the left.  

• They do join with the letter on their right.  

• The Naughty letters are:  

 

 

Consider the following:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise (1): Join up the letters to make words. Circle the naughty letters. An example has been done for 

you.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

با+ب =  ب َ اب+   

Doesn’t join with the 

letter on the left 

Joins with the 

letter on the right 

 ق + ل + و + ب = قلوب

 أ + م + ي + ن =

 م + ؤ + م + ن + ة = 

د + ي + ن =  ا + ل +  

 أ + ر + ح+ ا + م = 

 ا + ل + ع + ز + ي + ز =

 م + ك + ذ + ب + و + ن =



Subject, Possessive and Object pronouns 

Notes:  

• Subject pronouns are stand-alone pronouns meaning they do not join with any other word.  

• Possessive pronouns are joined to the end of a noun – they can be attached to nouns, verbs, and 

prepositions.  

• Arabic has singular, dual and plural pronouns 

Exercise (1): Circle all the pronouns in the passage below.  

 

 

Possessive Subject Pronoun 

 He هُوِ  هُ، هِ 

ا م  ا، ه  ا هُم   They (dual, m) هُم 

مِْ  They (pl, m) هُمِْ هُمْ، ه 

ا يِ  ه   She ه 

ا ا هُم   They (dual, f) هُم 

 ِ ن  ، ه  ِ  هُن     They (pl, f) هُن 

 You (m) أ نْتِ  كِ 

ا اأ ِ كُم   You (dual, m) نْتُم 

 You (pl, m) نْتُمِْأ ِ كُمِْ

 You (f) أ نْتِ  كِ 

ا اأ ِ كُم   You (dual, f) نْتُم 

 ِ ِ أ ِ كُن   You (pl, f) نْتُن 

 We ن حْنُِ ن ا

ي، ي  ، ن ي  I ن اأ ِ ِ 

ب ة يْن ب.   أخُْت ي  إ سِْإ سْم ي ه  هُو   ي شْت غ ل  ف ي  ا لب نكمُه ا   ز  ب  و  اس  يْل ة.   ا ب ي  مُح  م  ي   ج  ه  ة  و  ب  ُ . امُ  ي  مُع ل  م  .  ا ن ا  أحُ 
ب ي  ة. ط ان يْة  ا لعْ ر  يْبِ .  ن حنُ   ن سْكُنُ   ف ي   ب ريْ ن ا؟     أ ب يْتُك   ق ر  نْ  ب يْت  كْتِ م  بْتُ  ف ي  ا لمْ  دِ ا ن ا  ذ ه  . ي ا  م ه ا ،  ق ت ي  م ه ايب ة  م ع   ص 

ي  ف ي  غرُْف ته لْ   دْت   ق ل م  ج  ُِ؟  كِ و  دتهُ ج  بِْن ع م، و  ر  ،    نِ .  ا لبْ ن ات  ش  هُن   يْر  يْرِ وِ ع ص  بوُا  ع ص  ر  د  ش  ا ِا لأ وْلَ  .   هُم  ا يْض   

 



Demonstrative pronouns  

** Note: these are used with non-human plurals whether the noun is feminine or masculine.  

Examples:  

 

 

 

 

Exercise (1): Fill in the table below using the nouns in the box. Which pronoun would be used with 

which noun? An example has been done for you.  

 

 

Exercise (2): Fill in the blanks to translate the sentences. Vocabulary has been provided to help you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plural 
Singular 

Gender 
Far Near 

ئكِاَ  أوُلَا

ءَِ ؤُلَا  ها

ا ذالكِاَ ذا  Male ها

هَِ تالْكاَ ذا  Female ها

ءَِ تلِْكاَ ؤُلَا ا ها ذا  ها

اء َ ما َتلِْكا  سا

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This (m) 

This (f) 

That (m) 

That (f) 

Those  

These  

م  ** أاقْلَا ذِهِ/ تلِْكا       ها

 

 

 

 

  

This is a boy 

This is a girl 

That is a boy 

That is a girl 

Those are girls 

These are girls 

These are   pens/ Those are pens  

ئكِا   بانااتَ أوُلَا  

ءِ  ؤُلَا بانااتَ ها  

 

 

  

لاد    ذالكِا  وا

 تلِْكا  بنِْت   

لادَ  ا  وا ذا  ها

ذِهِ  بنِْت     ها

 

، م ،  راب   يااة ،  قادا ،  حا ات  الحِا ،  صا ،  مُسْلمِ ،  ذِكْر  ،   قالام ،   عايْن  مْس  ،  شا ،  أمُ اهاات  ،  بايْت  ر  ،   قاما ،   داار  اء َ،   أخُْت  ما  سا

1. This is my way:  

 

2. Those are teachers (m):  

 

3. These are our friends: 

 

4. This is a hand:  

 

5. That is a book:  

 

 

بِيْل َ دِيْقَ           مُعالمَِ                 سا كِتاابَ       يادَ         صا   

 

 

 

 

A way A teacher A friend A hand A book 

That is a sky 
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Prepositions 

Note:  

• Attached pronouns can be added to the end of prepositions. Example: (from him) =   ُ مِنْه 
• Prepositions make the word after them genitive i.e. ending in kasra/kasratain.  

 

Exercise (1): Translate the following sentences into Arabic. Vocab has been provided to help you.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

خَلْفَُ /وَرَاءَُ From/About عَنُْ  Behind َلى  In, among فيِ  To اِ

 On علَىَ  With مَعَ/ بِ  Around حَوْلَُ Until حَت َى

 Above فوَْقَُ Under تحَْت Between بيَْنَُ  For لُِ

 From مِنُْ In front of امََامَُ At, with عِنْدَُ Before قبَْلَُ

1. In the beautiful garden: 

 

2. Behind the room:   

 

3. Around the Earth:  

 

4. To her mother:  

 

5. Between you and I:  

 

6. Behind the chair:  

 

7. With their (m. pl) sister:  

 

8. About the great news: 

 

9. From his book:  

 

10. In front of a small door:  

أرَْضُ     حَدِيْقَة ُ     ُ رْسِي    جَمِيْل ُ   غ رْفةَ ُ   ك 

كِتَابُ    نبََإُ    أ خْتُ     عظَِيْمُ    باَب     
  

                       

 

 

 

 
 

 

Beautiful A garden 

A sister 

An Earth  

A news 

A chair 

A book 

A room 

A door Great 
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Arabic Nouns have 4 characteristics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Definiteness 

Definite فةَ رْ مَعْ    Indefinite رَة    نكَ   

Case 

Nominative 
فوُع  مَر 

Accusative 
 مَن صُوب 

Genitivie 
رُور   مَج 

Number 

Singular   رَد Dual مُف  مُثَن َى     Plural ع   جَم   

Gender   

Male ر  مُذَك َ  Female َمُؤَن ث 

1. Words that end with taa marbutah (ة)/  

2. Words which refer to females: (a sister)   ٌت  أخُ 
3. Parts of the body that come in pairs: (an eye) ٌْن  عَي 

 

4. Historically feminine (these words have to be learnt 

individually)  

Everything else “THE”=   َْال “A/AN” =  

There are 2 steps to making a noun definite i.e. (start 

with “the…”) 

How do I turn the noun ٌْبقََرَة (a cow) into (the cow)?  

1. Add to the beginning of the noun: ٌْالَ بَقَرَة 
2. Remove one harakah from the ending: الَ بَقَرَةُْ     

Any noun ending with  any 

of the above 3 tanween 

signs is the indefinite form.  

Meaning it will begin with 

“a/an…”  

e.g. ٌْبقََرَة   (a cow)  

A noun in the nominative 

ends in  ٌ ٌ
1. The SUBJECT of the 

sentence. 

2. The MUBTADA 

(beginning) of a 

sentence.  

A noun in the accusative 

ends in  ٌْ 
1. It is the OBJECT of the 

sentence. 

2. Noun is controlled by 

Mansoob controllers.  

A noun in the genitive ends 

in  ٌْ 
1. A preposition comes 

before it.  

2. It is being controlled 

by something.   

Refers to two of something 

Attach following to the end 

depending on case of noun 

Nom:  َْان     Acc/Gen: نْ   ٌَي     
 For feminine words: add the 

endings after taa marbuta 

 

Refers to one of 

something. 

Refers to three or 

more of something 

 Sound Plurals 
Masculine Feminine 

End in    َْوُنَ ،  ي ن 
 

 

End in    ات 
 

 

Have to be 

learnt 

individually 

 

Broken Plurals 
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Gender - Exercises 

Exercise (1): Fill in the following chart using your knowledge of Gender of Arabic Nouns.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise (2): Decide whether the noun is feminine or masculine by circling your response. If feminine, 

give the reason by writing down the correct number. An example has been done for you.   

(1) Ends with taa marbuta        (2) Refers to a female      (3) Part of body in pairs       (4) Historically feminine   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise (2): Give the masculine terms for the following nouns 

Masculine Feminine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ٌمُؤْمِنٌةٌٌ
ٌقَةٌٌيصَدٌِ

ٌمُحَامِيَةٌٌ
 أسُْتَاذَةٌٌ

 

Gender   

Male ر  مُذَك َ  Female َمُؤَن ث 

  

 

 مُشْرِكَةٌٌ

 سَبِيْلٌٌ

 عبَْدٌٌ

 قدََمٌٌ

 نفَْسٌٌ

 صِرَاطٌٌ

 الَكِْتَابٌُ

 فتِْنَةٌٌ

 

M  F (1) 

M F ___ 

M F ___ 

M F ___ 

 

M  F ___ 

M F ___ 

M F ___ 

M F ___ 

 



Definiteness – Exercises  

Exercise (1): Fill in the following chart using your knowledge of Definiteness of Arabic Nouns.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise (2): Make the following nouns definite. Give the English translation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise (3): Circle one definite noun in the following ayaat. Then give the indefinite version. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Definiteness 

Definite فةَ رْ مَعْ    Indefinite رَة    نكَ   

كَة ْ ر   مُش 

ل ْ ي   سَب 

دْ   عبَ 

 قدََم ْ

(a disbeliever)  

 

(a way)  

 

(a slave) 

 

(a feet)  

سْ   نفَ 

رَاطْ   ص 

 ك تَابْ 

 بيَ تْ 

 

(a soul)  

 

(a path)  

 

(a book) 

 

(a house)  

ْ رَب كَُْ فعََلَْ كَي فَْ ترََْ ألَمَْ  حَاب  أصَ  يلْ  ب  ال ف   

ي ب ال قَلمَْ  علَ مََْ ال ذَ   

هَا إ ذَا وَالن َهَارْ  جَلّ َ  

مُْ لَْ ذَا أقُ س  ٰـ ال بَلدَْ  ب هَ  

(105:1) 

(96:4)  

(91:3)  

(90:1)  



 

Case Endings – Exercises  

Exercise (1): Fill in the following chart using your knowledge of Case Endings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise (2): Determine whether the highlighted nouns in the following sentences are in the nominative, 

accusative or genitive case. Write down your answers and the possible reason.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Case 

Nominative 
 مَرْفوُع

Accusative 
 مَنْصُوب 

Genitivie 
 مَجْرُور 

جَرَةِ    يْم  تحَْتَ الَش َ  ر 

ام     الَأسُْرَةُ  ف ي  غرُْفةَِ   الَط عََ

يْرَِ    الَأمُ ُ  تَِشْرَبُ  الَعَْص 

ثْلَ الَقْ طاَرِ   يجَْر ي  الَْأطَفَْالُِ  م 
ات َ  ف ي  وَرَقةَِ   كَتَبَتْ أمََلُ  الَْأدََوَ

يخَةُِ  ثقَ يلةَ ِ  الَبَْط  

 الَأمُ ُ  تأَْخُذَ  الَخُْبْزَِ وَالَل حَْمَ  

  



Nouns and Numbers exercises  

Exercise (1): Fill in the following chart using your knowledge of Nouns and numbers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise (2): Give the dual of the following single nouns.  

Dual- Acc/Gen Dual – Nom Singluar Dual – Acc/Gen Dual - Nom Singular 

 مُسْلمَِة ٌ   طبَِيْبٌ   

 مَسْجِدٌ    مُؤْمِنٌ   

طاَرٌ     بيَْتٌ    قِ

 نمَْلةَ ٌ   صَدِيقَة ٌ  

لَمٌَ     كُرَة ٌ   ق

 

Exercise (3): Give the plural forms of the following sound plurals.  

Dual- Acc/Gen Dual – Nom Singluar Dual – Acc/Gen Dual - Nom Singular 

 صَادِقٌ    صَادِقةَ  

 مُسْلمَِة   صَالحَِة  

ن   مُعَل مِ    مُؤَذ ِ

 مُذِيْعةَ   كَاذِب  

ح   فاَسِق    فلَّ َ

 

Exercise (4): Give the singular or plural of the following broken plurals.  
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Number 

Singular  ْمُفْرَد Dual مُثَن َى     Plural جَمْع    

 رِجَال ٌ

 بيَُوتٌ 

 أخُْتٌ 

 مَيْتٌ 

أمَْثَال ٌ  

 عمََل ٌ

 عَبْدٌ 

أعَْدَاء ٌ  

رِيْكٌ   شَ

http://www.arabicadventures.com/

