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Quotes for Reflection 
 

Q. What kind of mediator and redeemer then must we seek? 
A. One who is a true and sinless man, and yet more powerful than all creatures, that is, one who is at the same time 
true God.  

—The Heidelberg Catechism 
 
 

GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 
It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves, but it is the King who opens His gates and beckons us into 
His courts. 

 

Gospel Invitation—Isaiah 58:8 
 

Good news. Glad tidings. Great joy. "Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing 
shall spring up speedily!" 

 
Sung Response—Come All You Worthy Gentlemen, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: SOMERSET CAROL, Traditional English carol,  
arr. Cecil Sharp, Folk Songs From Somerset, 1909. 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
 
Call to Worship—based on Isaiah 11:1-3; 12:4-5 
 

Pastor:   There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse. 
 
All:    A branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
 

& # # 44 œ
Come

œ œ œ œ
all you wor thy

.œ jœ œ œ
gen tle men that

.œ jœ œ œ
may be stand ing

w
by.- - - -

& # # œ œ œ œ
Christ our bless ed

.œ jœ œ œ
Sav ior was

.œ jœ œ œ
born on Christ mas

.˙
day.- - -

& # # œ
The

œ œ œ œ
bless ed vir gin

œn œ œ œ
Ma ry un

œ œ œ œ
to the Lord did

˙
say,- - - -

& # # œ œ
O we

˙ .œ jœ
wish you the

˙ œ œ
com fort and

.œ jœ œ œ
tid ings of

.˙
joy!- -

Somerset Carol, Vs. 1

Traditional



3 

 
Reader 1:  The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding. 
 
Reader 2:  The Spirit of counsel and might shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

Lord. 
 
Pastor:   His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 
All:  Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, make known His deeds among the 

peoples! 
 
Pastor:   Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously. 

 
Congregational Hymn—O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

 
 

Text: 12th century, tr. John Mason Neale, 1851; Music: VENI EMMANUEL, 13th century,  
arr. Thomas Helmore, 1856. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant hearts.  

 
Congregational Hymn—Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
 

 
 

Text: Polish Carol, tr. Edith Reed, 1921; Music: W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish carol,  
arr. Joseph Barlowe, 1986. 

 
Responsive Scripture Reading—2 Samuel 7:12-16 
 

Elder:  Thus says the Lord of hosts: when your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will 
raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body. 

 
All:   I will establish his kingdom. 
 
Elder:  He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 
 
All:   I will be to him a father, and he shall be to Me a son. 
 
Elder:  When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of 

men, but My steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from 
before you. 

 
All:  And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before Me. Your throne 

shall be established forever. 
 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Congregational Hymn—Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
 

 
 

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1919; Music: TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM, Piae Cantiones, 1582,  
arr. Ernest MacMillan, 1930. 

 

Reading of the Word—Luke 1:26-38 
 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
Son, and you shall call His name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to Him the throne of His father David, 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; 
let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

 
Pastor:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
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Sung Response—Come All You Worthy Gentlemen, Vs. 2 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: SOMERSET CAROL, Traditional English carol,  
arr. Cecil Sharp, Folk Songs From Somerset, 1909. 

 
Sermon—Faith Like a Teenager 

—Assistant Pastor, Mike Fennema 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son 
of God. 

 

Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 32:1-4 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. We know that the man is blessed whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered. 

 
All:   Yet we have kept silent, and our bones wasted away through our groaning all day long. 
 
Pastor:  In our sin, Your hand feels heavy upon us and our strength dries up as in the heat of summer.  
 
All:   We acknowledge our sin to You. We confess our transgressions to You, O Lord.  
 

 (Silent prayers of confession) 
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Sung Response—Lamb Of God 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on John 1:29; Music: CLOVERCROFT AGNUS DEI, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
 
Assurance of Pardon—from Palm 32:1-2, 5; Revelation 15:3-4 
 

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man against whom the Lord 
counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. You forgive the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Pastor:   This is the promise of God. 
 

All:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Pastor:  Great and marvelous are Your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are Your ways, King of the 
nations. 

 
All:    Who will not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 
 

Pastor:   For You alone are holy. Amen. 
 
Sung Response—Twofold Amen 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: DRESDEN, Johann Naumann, 18th century. 
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HEAVENLY GIFT—EUCHARISTO 
As God beckons His people to the bounty of His table, they make joyous profession of their fealty to Him. 

 

Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 

We believe in God: 
 

The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Sursum Corda 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, Father Almighty, 

Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices with the 
angels, the archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Luke 2:14; Music: CLOVERCROFT GLORIA, Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come forward to receive the bread and wine 
or grape juice. 
 

Congregational Hymn—The Angel Gabriel 
  

 
 

Text: Traditional, tr. Sabine Baring-Gould, 19th Century;  
Music: GABRIEL’S MESSAGE, Traditional Basque carol. 

 

Congregational Hymn—Lovely Child, Holy Child 
 

 
 

Text: Folk carol, adapted by David N. Johnson, 1968; Music: BETHLEHEM, Folk carol. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND IN GRATEFUL PRAISE, PETITIONS, TITHES & 
OFFERINGS 

Our praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship. It is here that our faith moves from our heads and hearts into our 
lives and callings. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

 

Congregational Hymn—What Child Is This 
 

 
 

Text: William Chatterton Dix, 1865; Music: GREENSLEEVES, 16th century English carol. 
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What Child Is This
Traditional English Carol
Adapted by William C. Dix, ca. 1865

GREENSLEEVES
English Melody, 16th cent.
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and providing a foretaste of the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Numbers 6:24-26 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen. 

	
Sung Response—Come All You Worthy Gentlemen, Vs. 3 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: SOMERSET CAROL, Traditional English carol,  
arr. Cecil Sharp, Folk Songs From Somerset, 1909. 

 
Announcements 
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Traditional
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Worship Notes: 
 

Don’t you love singing Christmas hymns at this time of year? There are so many rich pieces of poetry and music that 
we only sing during this season, I typically need to make a spreadsheet (beginning in November) to make sure that we 
don’t miss any! I try to group the seasonal hymns around a central theme from week to week: for example, last Sunday 
we sang a group of hymns celebrating the annunciation of Jesus’ birth by angels. This morning, the hymns will focus 
on Jesus’ incarnation as a human baby. The three verses of the rustic English carol Come All You Worthy Gentlemen 
form the backbone of the service, occurring several times throughout the morning. Hymns like The Angel Gabriel and 
Gentle Mary Laid Her Child reference the narrative in Luke surrounding Mary’s experience carrying the Christ child, 
while Infant Holy, Infant Lowly and Lovely Child, Holy Child contrast the humility of Jesus’ birth with His exaltation 
as King of the universe. The service concludes with What Child Is This, which looks forward to the day when this 
“babe, the son of Mary” will bear the cross for His people.  —Henry C. Haffner 

 
Key Words:    Angel, Nazareth, Virgin, Favor, Conceive, David, Reign, Holy Spirit, Power, Impossible 
Keystone Verse:  And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.” 
(Luke 1:35) 
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