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At-Home Strategies to Help Reduce Residual Snoring

Whether you’re currently using an oral appliance for snoring or have been evaluated and cleared of
obstructive sleep apnea (OSA), some individuals continue to experience occasional or residual snoring.
Below are supportive, at-home strategies you can incorporate to enhance your results and promote
quieter, more restorative sleep.

Optimize Your Sleep Position

Sleeping on your back allows the tongue and soft tissues to fall backward, narrowing the airway.
Side-sleeping helps maintain airway patency and reduces vibration of soft tissues.

e Use a body pillow or positional pillow to encourage side sleeping
e Consider gentle positional therapy (e.g., sewing a tennis ball into the back of sleepwear)

Support Clear Nasal Breathing

Nasal airflow plays a critical role in snoring reduction—especially for patients using oral appliances.
Even mild nasal resistance or inflammation can increase airway vibration during sleep.

e Saline nasal spray or rinse before bed to reduce congestion

e Consider xylitol-containing nasal sprays to support moisture balance and reduce biofilm
adherence

e Steam inhalation or a warm shower in the evening to improve nasal patency
e External nasal strips or internal nasal dilators to improve airflow
e Address seasonal or environmental allergies when present

Oral-Vitality™ Product Recommendation

Oral-Vitality™ Nasal Strips are designed to gently support nasal valve opening and improve nighttime
airflow without medications. They are especially helpful for individuals experiencing nasal resistance,
dryness, or residual snoring despite oral appliance use.

Maintain a Healthy Weight & Reduce Inflammation

Even small weight changes can affect airway stability. Anti-inflammatory nutrition and regular movement
help reduce soft-tissue airway load.
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Minimize Alcohol, Sedatives & Late-Evening Airway Irritants

Alcohol and sedatives relax airway muscles, increase nasal resistance, and raise the likelihood of
snoring—even in individuals using oral appliances.

e Avoid alcohol within 3-4 hours of bedtime when possible
e Consider alcohol-free nights to assess individual sensitivity
e Be mindful of late-night meals, spicy or acidic foods, and silent reflux contributors

Practice Airway & Tongue Support (Myofunctional & Posture-Based)

Airway stability depends not only on jaw position, but also on tongue tone and resting posture—
particularly during the transition from wakefulness to sleep.

e Targeted myofunctional exercises to strengthen the tongue, soft palate, and oropharyngeal
muscles

e Pre-sleep tongue-to-palate suction holds (5-10 minutes) to reinforce proper rest posture
e Emphasis on nasal breathing with relaxed, closed lips during rest

These strategies can enhance oral appliance effectiveness and help reduce residual snoring over time.

Consider Gentle Mouth Taping (When Appropriate)

Mouth taping can encourage nasal breathing during sleep and reduce vibration-related snoringin
appropriate candidates.

e Useonlyif nasal breathing is comfortable and unobstructed
e Choose skin-safe, breathable tape
e Not appropriate for untreated airway obstruction, significant congestion, or claustrophobia

Oral-Vitality™ Product Recommendation

Oral-Vitality™ Mouth Tape is designed for gentle, skin-safe nighttime use to support nasal breathing
awareness and reduce open-mouth breathing during sleep. It is intended as a supportive habit-building
tool and works best when combined with nasal optimization and oral appliance therapy when indicated.
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Optimize Head, Neck & Sleep Positioning
Airway patency is influenced by head and cervical spine alignment, not just oral structures.

e Side-sleeping remains optimal for reducing airway collapse

e Slight upper-body elevation (4-6 inches) can reduce soft tissue collapse and reflux-related airway
irritation

e Use pillow height that supports a neutral neck position (avoid chin-to-chest flexion)

e Avoid stacked pillows that push the head forward

Support Consistent Sleep Timing & Airway-Friendly Sleep Environment

Stable sleep timing and bedroom conditions help regulate breathing patterns and reduce airway
irritation.

e Maintain consistent bed and wake times
e Use a cool-mist humidifier if bedroom air is dry
e Avoid direct fan airflow aimed at the face during sleep

Monitoring & When to Reassess

Snoring patterns often fluctuate based on congestion, sleep position, alcohol intake, and airway
inflammation.

e Track snoring trends using a sleep or snoring app (for awareness, not diagnosis)
e Note correlations with nasal symptoms, sleep position, or lifestyle factors

e Persistent or worsening snoring may signal the need for appliance reassessment or additional
airway support

Oral-Vitality emphasizes collaborative care with sleep physicians, ENTs, and myofunctional therapists
when appropriate.

These strategies are educational and supportive in nature and are not a substitute for medical evaluation.
Persistent snoring, choking, gasping, or daytime sleepiness should prompt further evaluation to rule out
obstructive sleep apnea or other airway concerns.
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