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Firecracker ban flouted, Delhi air quality worsens Biggest hospital in
day after Diwali, trlggers AAP-BJP blame game

Sharpest spike in post-Diwali AQI
since 2015, set to deteriorate further

Firecrackers being burnt in Delhi during Diwali on Sunday night. On Monday, the 24-hour

average Air Quality Index was 403 (severe category) by 10 pm. Amit Mehra
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2020 Amshipora
‘encounter’: Tribunal
suspends Captain’s
life term, grants bail

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

THE ARMED Forces Tribunal
(AFT) has suspended the life
term awarded to an Army
Captain who was found guilty of
killing three men in a “staged”
encounter in South Kashmir's
Amshipora village in July 2020.
In its order on November 9,
the tribunal also granted condi-
tional bail to Captain
Bhoopendra Singh and directed
him to appear before its princi-
pal registrar at regular intervals
starting from January next year.
The tribunal, however, made
it clear that it would not stay his
conviction. “As we have only
stayed the sentence of conviction
to the extent of undergoing the jail
sentence, all other punishments
like cashiering etc shall continue
toremain inoperation during the
pendency of this appeal. The sen-
tence of imprisonment for life
shall remain suspended during
the pendency of the original ap-
plication (seeking stay on the find-
ings and sentence passed by the

At the ‘encounter’ site; 3
persons were Killed. File

court martial),” the tribunal said.
On July 18, 2020, three
labourers from Jammu's Rajouri
district — Imtiyaz Ahmed (20),
Abrar Ahmed (25) and
Mohammed Ibrar (16) — were
killed and labelled as “terrorists”
by troops under the officer's
command in Shopian district.
The J&K Police set up a Special
Investigation Team, which filed a
chargesheet against three per-
sons, including Singh, for “stag-
ing” the encounter.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

‘REOPENED OLD
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Delhi officer defends
Chief Secy, takes aim
at AAP: ‘Dirty politics’

Targeted for ordering probes in CM house,
excise cases: Divisional Commissioner

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 13

IN A move that shows a widen-
ing rift between the bureaucracy
and the AAP government in
Delhi, a senior official on
Monday came out in defence of
Chief Secretary Naresh Kumar,
who is facing allegations of cor-
ruption related to land acquisi-
tion for the Dwarka Expressway;,
terming the charges against him
as “dirty politics”.

Divisional Commissioner
Ashwani Kumar told reporters at
a press conference that the alle-
gations against the Chief
Secretary, who is retiring on
November 30, were an attempt
to scuttle his chances of securing
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VENKATAKRISHNAB
BENGALURU, NOVEMBER 13

RAVIKRISHNAMURTHY, 53, can’t
get a chant out of his head since
the time he returned to his home
in Wellington after the short trip
to India to watch his son Rachin
Ravindra play the World Cup.
The software engineer, who
migrated to New Zealand in the
'90s, was at M Chinnaswamy
Stadium in Bengaluru when
Rachin, playing Pakistan,
smashed his third century of the
tournament. Shouts of “Raachin,

Divisional
Commissioner

an extension.

Dismissing allegations that
the Chief Secretary benefited his
son's company to the tune of Rs
315 crore in the land deal, the
Divisional Commissioner indi-
rectly targeted the AAP govern-
ment, which has ordered a probe
into the allegations. He said the
Chief Secretary's image was be-
ing tarnished as he ordered in-
quiries in several cases such as
CM house renovation, excise

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Raachin” echoed around the sta-
dium and Krishnamurthy's
mind wandered to the famous
“Saachin, Saachin” cheer he
would be part of when his hero,
Sachin Tendulkar, would walk in
to bat at the same venue.

Speaking to The Indian
Express from Wellington,
Krishnamurthy calls it a “truly
unique and heart-warming ex-
perience”. For a father who
named his son after Tendulkar
and his other cricketing idol
Rahul Dravid, it was a truly emo-
tional moment.

“Listening to these chants

Epﬂper..ne'ss.cnm

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

WITH THE firecracker ban being
flouted across the city on Sunday
night, and the after-effect of the
recent rainfall wearing off,
Delhi’s Air Quality Index (AQI)
deteriorated to 358 at4 pm, with
the 24-hour average hitting 403
(“severe” category) by 10 pmon
Monday, worse than the post-
Diwali AQI recorded last year.
This triggered a blame game
between the AAP and BJP. While
the AAP government accused
the BJP of “instigating” people to
flout the firecracker ban despite

CHIEF MINISTER DHAMI VISITS SITE

Day later, rescue work on as 40

still trapped in Uttarkashi tunnel

DEATH By
BREATH

a Supreme Court order, the BJP
accused the AAP government of
failing to impose the ban.

Last year, the AQI on the day
after Diwali, which was in
October, was 303.

The deterioration in post-
Diwali AQI this year was the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Workers have access to oxygen, foocl, say ofﬁcials; falling debris a challenge
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AVANEESH MISHRA
UTTARKASHI,NOVEMBER 13

RELIEF AND rescue operations
continued through Monday af-
ter an under-construction tun-
nel to join the Gangotri and
Yamunotri collapsed a day ear-
lier, leaving 40 construction
workers trapped inside.

The first step, officials said,
was establishing communica-
tion with the trapped men to
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Rescue operations at the tunnel in Uttarkashi district on Monday. P11
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confirm whether they were safe.
Officials said the men have ac-
cess to oxygen cylinders, and are
being supplied with additional
oxygen through a pipe used to
supply water. A larger pipe that
supplies oxygen was damaged

in the collapse.

Food packets containing
chana and puffed rice are also
being pushed through the water
pipe using pressure, officials said,
adding that the workers have
torches to use in the dark.

Amid cash-for-query
row, Trinamool gives
party post to Mahua

‘Grateful to party for reposing faith, BJP
spread speculation it had deserted me’

ATRIMITRA,
RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
&LIZMATHEW
KOLKATA,NEW DELHI,
NOVEMBER 13

AMID THE cash-for-query con-
troversy in Parliament that has
seen the Lok Sabha Ethics
Committee recommend her ex-
pulsion, the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) on Monday tasked its
Krishnanagar MP Mahua Moitra
with strengthening its organisa-
tion in the Nadia (Krishnanagar)
district unit.

“Ihave always been an organ-
isation person,” Moitra told The
Indian Express. “I am grateful to
my party and its leader for repos-
ing faith in me. A few months

TR

Reinstated as
chief of Nadia
(Krishnanagar)
organisational
district unit

away from the elections (Lok
Sabha) and in such challenging
times, the party has trusted me.I
hope I can exceed their expecta-
tions. Booth workers are of ut-
most importance to me. They are
the backbone of the party.”
Asked about the allegations
levelled by the ethics panel, the
MP said, “I have always main-
tained it is the BJP’s propaganda
and rumour-mongering at its
best. As part of my character
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

New Zealand player Rachin Ravindra with Sachin
Tendulkar’s wax figure in Sydney. File

The State Disaster Response
Force and National Disaster
Response Force alongside police
and local administration are car-
rying out the rescue operations
using JCBs and heavy excavator
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(Gaza ‘out of fuel,
normal room floor is
OT: Palestine envoy

[ have called them many times, they
did nothing... not expecting anything
from India: Ambassador Abu Alhaijaa

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 13

WITH ISRAELI tanks almost at
the gates of Al-Shifa Hospital and
besieging the complex,
Ambassador of Palestine to India,
Adnan Abu Alhaijaa, said
Monday the hospital is “running
out of fuel”, that six children on
incubators have died, and an-
other six have died in the
Intensive Care Unit.

“The hospital is without any
electricity, so there is no oxygen,”
envoy Abu Alhaijaa told The
Indian Express. “They are per-
forming operations in a normal
room, and on the floor, notin the
operation theatre...because
there is no electricity and the
forces from three sides are be-
sieging the hospital,” he said.

Gaza health ministry
spokesperson Ashraf Al-Qidra,
who was inside Al-Shifa

: Palestinian
T o Ambassador

B o to India,
Adnan Abu

Alhaijaa

Hospital, was quoted by wire
agency Reuters as stating that 32
patients died in the past three
days, including three newborn
babies, as a result of the siege of
the hospital and lack of power.
In its latest statement, the
World Health Organisation said
that over the past 48 hours, Al-
Shifa Hospital — the largest med-
ical complex in Gaza — has been
reportedly attacked multiple
times, leaving several people
dead and many others injured.
“The intensive care unit suffered
damage from bombardment,
while areas of the hospital
where displaced people were
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Talks on in Armed
Forces on possible
entry of transgenders,
study group formed

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 13

THE INDIAN Armed Forces are
looking at possible employment
opportunities for transgenders
and the roles they could per-
form, while examining the
Transgender Persons (Protection
of Rights) Act, 2019, and its im-
plications, The Indian Express has
learnt.

Highly-placed sources said a
joint study group was consti-
tuted by the Principal Personnel
Officers Committee (PPOC) after
it met in August. The group,
headed by a senior officer in the
Directorate General of Armed
Forces Medical Services
(DGAEMS), was tasked with de-
liberating on the implications of
the Act and suggesting a way for-
ward for its implementation in
the defence forces.

The PPOC comprises top offi-
cers of the three services and the
AFMS is the tri-service medical
organisation of the Armed Forces.

Forequal
® opportunities

EXPLAINED

THE TRANSGENDER
Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act, 2019, was
brought in January 2020
to protect the rights of
transgenders and pre-
vent their marginalisa-
tion and discrimination
in healthcare, education,
employment, public
services and benefits,
among others. The
Armed Forces, at present,
don't recruit transgen-
ders or people identify-
ing as homosexuals.

Following this, the Army
Adjutant General’s branch re-
cently sought comments from
its line directorates on the feasi-
bility of employing transgenders

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Adani Green advisor in hydel
appraisal committee of MoEF

Abstained from discussions on AGEL project, says advisor

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 13

A KEY ADVISOR to Adani Green
Energy Limited is now a mem-
ber of one of the Centre’s Expert
Appraisal Committees (EAC) be-
fore which the company’s hydro
project proposals come up for
clearance, The Indian Express has
learnt. The EACdiscusses and de-
cides on projects that require
prior government approval.

stirs up a sense of nostalgia for
me, as I, like many others, had
the privilege of witnessing the
greatness of Tendulkar,and I was
among those who passionately
chanted his name in the stadi-
ums. For Rachin, the chants serve
as a reminder of the high stan-
dards and dedication that
Tendulkar epitomised through-
out his career,” says
Krishnamurthy, who runs a
cricket club, Hut Hawks, in
Wellington and spent most of his
waking hours thinking of ways
to make his son a better cricketer.

In Mumbai on Wednesday,

On September 27, the Union
Environment Ministry named
Janardan Choudhary as one of
the seven non-institutional
members whenit reconstituted
the EAC for hydroelectricity and
river valley projects on
September 27.

The first meeting of the re-
constituted EAC (hydel) was held
on October 17-18. Records show
Chaudhary attended the meet-
ing on October 17, the day AGEL’s
1500 mw Tarali Pumping Storage

F()r father Wh() Chanted ‘Saachm Saachln 1t S tlme for Raachm

when India plays New Zealand
foraplace in the World Cup final
on November 19, skipper Rohit
Sharma will hope to get the in-
form Rachin out early. With 565
runs and 3 hundreds, the Kiwi
all-rounder is placed second on
the highest run-getters list. He is
New Zealand's most-trusted
match-winner and easily the
find of the tournament.

Coach Dravid will be in the
Wankhede Stadium dressing
room and Tendulkar, too, is ex-
pected to be in the stands. Since
New Zealand had knocked India
out of the World Cup four years

Project in Maharashtra’s Satara
came up for consideration.
AGEL sought anamendment
in the project’s Terms of
Reference (ToR) for a revision of
the project layout after it realised
that the proposed water conduc-
tor system passed “just below
an existing wind farm” and that
construction underground or
below the wind turbines foun-
dations would be difficult.
After detailed deliberation,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Raachin’

back, Rachin's runs could decide
if they can repeat the feat.

Krishnamurthy steers away
from making any comment
about the big game. Before the
high-stake game, Rachin's
Bengaluru-based grandparents
too avoided the media. However,
a social media clip of his grand-
mother performing the “drishti
rituals” to keep away the evil eye
has gone viral.

Along with the New Zealand
cricket ecosystem, Bengaluru
also played a role in the making
of the batsman, who Sunil

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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40 still stuck in Uttarkashi tunnel

machines to remove the debris.

Talking to The Indian Express,
Shashi Chauhan, a mechanical
foreman for Navayuga Engineer-
ing, which is handling the tun-
nel construction, said around 50-
60 workers were returning to
celebrate Diwali, after ending
their night shift, when a section
of the tunnel collapsed around
5.30 am, trapping the men who
were behind.

“For the initial several hours,
those trapped were panicking as
there was no communicationand
they were not aware of the situa-
tion. They also had walkie-talkies,
but there was no signal due to ex-
tradebris. Around midnight,com-
munication was established using
pipes,and that calmed themdown.
Whenever they need anything, we
provide it to them,” he said.

Planned under the all-
weather road project, the 4,531
metre tunnel is being constructed
by the National Highways and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited (NHIDCL)
through Navayuga Engineering. It
was expected to be completed by
next February, cost Rs 853.79
crore,and shorten the distance be-
tween two ends by 26 km and 1
hour of travel time.

As per information provided
by the NHIDCL, out of the 4.5 km
long tunnel, 2.34 km had been
completed from the Silkyara side
and 1.75 km from the Dandalgaon
(Barkot) side. On Sunday, work
was underway when a section of

e Rachin

nogapin his training. On those an-
nual trips, Rachin trained with lo-
cal coaches at Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Visakhapatnam and

the tunnel between 205 metres
and 260 metres from the Silkyara
side collapsed, trapping the men
beyond the 260-metre mark.

The debris removed by heavy
excavator machines is being taken
away by trucks. At the time of fil-
ing this report, around 21 metres
of loose debris had been removed,
though some gains were reversed
as more debris fell and reduced
the excavation to only 14 metres.

Talking to The Indian Express,
Secretary (Disaster Management)
Ranjit Sinha said that to deal with
the falling debris, they are using
the “shotcrete method”.

“The rock in the area is very
loose, almost crumbly. Because of
that, when we remove the debris,
more debris falls. However, the
rate of the debris falling is lower
than the rate of debris being re-
moved. We are using the shot-
crete method, under which soon
afterdebris is removed, concrete is
thrown at the ceiling with high
pressure to stop more debris from
falling. We are getting partial suc-
cess with this,” said Sinha.

Another option is also being
explored, under which, Sinhasaid,
a machine is being brought from
Dehradun todrillaholeinthe de-
brisand subsequently pusha 900
mm steel pipe to evacuate those
trapped inside. The machineis ex-
pected toreach by Tuesday morn-
ing.

Asked how harditis to predict
such incidents or if there is any
sign of negligence, Sinha said that

even though the collapse is hard
to predict, better safety measures
and alarm systems could have
prevented people from getting
trapped.

“Atechnical team s there, we
have also talked to the consult-
ants, and there are some issues
thatneed tobe checked. The tech-
nical team will submit a report
and that will clear things up. What
happened could not have been
stopped, but better safety meas-
ures and better automated alarm
systems would probably have
prevented people from getting
trapped. There are claims that
some sensors are installed. The
technical team will check all that,”
he said.

Sinha said they have directed
NHIDCLand the contractors toin-
form the families of the men that
the situation is under control and
they are safe. “We do not want
them to panic for no reason and
start coming here,” he said.

Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami also reached Silkyara dur-
ing the day for an inspection. He
directed rescuers to speed up the
work and said it is his govern-
ment’s top priority to bring the
workers out.

“The PM has assured of all pos-
sible help. NDRF, SDREF, other
agencies and experts are working
torescue the 40 stranded persons.
We want to assure the families
that the state governmentand ad-
ministration are making every ef-
fort to rescue them,” he said.

e Delhi officer defends Chief Secy

Gavaskar has hailed as the “super-
star of the next decade”. During |
the winters in New Zealand, |
Krishnamurthy would travel with |
his son to India so that there was |

Anantapur. Itis a practice he con- |

tinues. Last year too, Rachin was

in Bengaluruy, and the experience |
would come in handy for him for |
- Southwest Delhi’s Bamnoli vil-

Bengaluru-based coach AR |
Suresh recalls the extremely fo-
cused father-sonduo. “Since they
don’thave much cricketing space |
in the winter, they have made it |
anannual stopover here.Ithelped !
them to get used to the conditions. |
This time, when he came here, |
Rachin focussed a lot on power- |
hitting, with match simulations |
put in place. More than the
matches, it is about using the net
facilities, because you can’t train
. attempt “by the present set-up of

Krishnamurthy also revealed !
how, during the formative years, '
he spent hours to figure out the |
right technique thatwould suithis
son. “Our coaching approachwas- |
n'tfocused onemulatinga partic- |
ular player or regional style. !
Instead, we drew inspiration from
the techniques and approachesof
cricketing geniuses from all !
around the world. Rachin wat- |
ched countless hours of cricket,
and during his upbringing, there |
were iconic cricketers like Sachin |
Tendulkar, Rahul Dravid, Brian
Lara, Ricky Ponting, Matthew |
Hayden, Adam Gilchrist. This |
process involved numerous rep- |
etitions toensure that he grasped
- the courtorder onMay 15, the DM

Back in July this year, few |
would have thought Rachin’s |
India experience would prove |
useful during the World Cup.The |
23-year-old had slim chances of |
making the squadandonlyanin- |
jury to all-rounder Michael
Bracewell opened the doors. !
“Having trained to bat at the top |
and also be able to work on gen-
erating power has helped himto |
change gears when required. No
doubt this will stand himin good |
stead in the future. Thereis stilla
lottobe done but the differentop-
portunities have provided himdif-
ferent learning opportunities,”

the World Cup.

there in the winte,” he says.

the finer nuances of the game.”

Krishnamurthy adds.

epaper“ne'ss.cn

scam and matters related to the
Delhi Jal Board. “This is just dirty
politics because he has ordered in-
quiries and taken actionin several
cases, be it CM house renovation,
liquor and matters of DJB...So, that
is why such lies are being spread
against him which have nobase...
These are nothing but an attempt
to malign his name,” Ashwani
Kumar said.

As reported by The Indian
Express, the piece of land in

lage, compensation for which was
raised from Rs 41.52 crore to Rs
353.79 crorein May, leading toac-
tion against an IAS officer, is now
at the centre of a fresh row. A
lawyer has filed a complaint with
the Centre as well as the Delhi
governmentalleging that the son-
in-law of one of the landownersis
the directorin a firm thatemploys
the son of the Chief Secretary.
The Chief Secretary has denied
the allegations, terming them an

the elected government” to ma-
lign him.

At the press meet, Divisional
Commissioner Ashwani Kumar
said, “Lies are being spread against
the CSin the Bamnoli land acqui-
sition matter. So, it is very impor-
tant to place the facts of the case
onrecord and take the truth tothe
public.” He said the first notifica-
tion regarding acquiring land for
the Dwarka Expressway was is-
sued in 2017. In 2018, the
Additional District Magistrate,
whois the firstauthority to decide
the compensation, awarded the
compensation against which ar-
bitration was filed and the case
continued till this May. “Following

passed the awards as arbitrator.”
“The matter (enhanced com-
pensation) came to the knowl-
edge of CSduring aninspection of
the site conducted by the Central
Minister, MORTH and LG on May
18,” he said. When the NHAI com-
plained about the high arbitration
amount, it was noticed thatitwas
“increased blatantly multiple
times”. The Divisional Commi-
ssioner said that the LG then held
a meeting and DM South West
Hemant Kumar was issued a no-
tice on May 19, asking him to ex-
plain the facts. In response, the
DM sent “along 34-page note and

- also the orders of the ADM, justi-

fying his acts” on the same day.

After going through the note,
the Divisional Commissioner said
heissued a preliminary note tothe
Chief Secretary on June 2, asking
for the department’s proposal.
The department had proposed to
“undo the wrong” committed by
the DM and disciplinary action.

After two months, the
Divisional Commissioner said,
Hemant Kumar “agreed to his
wrongdoing and said he willundo
it”. “The CS himself has several
times strictly told DM South West
during meetings that you are a
young officer... undo the wrong-
doings immediately but he did
not pay any heed... After his cal-
lous attitude, disciplinary action
against him was taken and the
matter was alsorecommended to
CBI,” he said. He said the Chief
Secretary had “nothing to do with
the arbitration or award” and
rather it was his “proactive ap-
proach and efforts” which led to
action against the DM, for the
matter to be referred tothe LGand
MHA leading to his suspension.
“The CS himself recommended
action against the officer... But why
is the matter being raised now
when action has been taken and
investigation is on?... Even other-
wise, how is an officer to know
that a relative of the promoter of
his son’s employer is linked with
an arbitration award which was
never submitted before him...”

The Divisional Commissioner
alleged that Hemant Kumar, apart
from this case, was found involved
in corruption in other cases.

On being asked about the
lawyer’s complaint to Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, he said it
was not shared with him but was
sent directly to the Vigilance
Minister for the inquiry. He alleged
that ordering the inquiry was “ba-
sically diversionary tactics to di-
lute the case against Hemant
Kumar”. “Cover is being provided
for him,” he alleged.

Sources in the Delhi govern-
ment said it was “extremely odd”
that a senior IAS officer was hold-
ing a press conference “defending
the actions” of another senior IAS
officer against whom an inquiry
had only just begun. “Such press
interactions are a violation of All
India Services (Conduct)Rulesand
dueaction will be taken against the
officer as per law,” a source said.

X90PROTOT2PRO:VIVO
SMARTPHONES FOR
EVERY BUDGET

Across price range that
excel in design, camera

UPSC SPECIALS

Scan the QR code and
get 'the express edge' in
your civil services
preparation with our
UPSC specials

EXPRESS

Chhattisgarh polls,
ground report from
Nepal, and the ex-navy

men in Qatar

In 3 Things, we look at factors affecting the
Chhattisgarh assembly polls, the Nepal
earthquake, and an update on the eight
former Navy personnel in Qatar.

e Firecracker ban flouted, Delhi air quality worsens post-Diwali, triggers AAP-BJP blame game

steepest since 2015. On Sunday,
the 24-hour average AQI was 218
(“poor” category) at 4 pm. On
Monday, it deteriorated to 358 at
4 pm, and, by 10 pm, the 24-hour
average AQI was 403 (“severe”
category).

Since 2015, the post-Diwali
AQI has seen a spike of over 100
points only once --in 2018, when
itrose by 109 points as compared
to the AQI on Diwali day.

According to the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) data, the city’s average
PM2.5 and PM10 levels were
worse on Diwali day this year as
compared to last year. The PM2.5
level was 314 pg/m3, a 45% in-
crease from last year; the PM10
level was 430 ng/m3, a 33% in-
crease from last year.

Some of the city’s air quality
monitoring stations recorded a
spikein PM levels fromaround 10
pm Sunday night. Hourly PM10
levels were 15 to 16 times the 24-
hour standard at some stations
Sunday night.

At the monitoring station at
the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, for
instance, the PM10 level peaked
at 1632 ng/m3 at 2 am, when the

24-hour standard is 100 pg/m3.
The level remained over 1000
pg/m3 from 11 pmto4am, falling
to4671g/m3 by 8 amon Monday,
according to data from the DPCC.

Similarly, hourly PM2.5 levels
at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium
were over 20 times the 24-hour
standard on Sunday night and
early Monday morning. The
PM2.5 concentration peaked at
1423 pg/m3 at 2 am, when the
24-hour standard is 60 pg/m3.
Thelevel had fallen to 383 ug/m3
by 8 am.

A forecast issued by the Air
Quality Early Warning System on
Monday said the AQI is likely to
deteriorate further and will re-
main “severe” till Thursday at
least.

Rainfall on Friday, along with
increased wind speeds, brought
by a western disturbance, had
helped break the “severe” air spell
in Delhi -- last Thursday was the
seventh day this month whenthe
AQIwas “severe” (401 to 500).

“Whathad been washed away
by the rain has now built up, and
the impact of rain is fading away.
Afterrainfall, winds get faster fora
day or two, but that is now slow-

e Transgenders’ possible entry

Another officer said multiple !
other issues will have to be fac- !
tored in before any decision s '
taken. “The military cannot be
looked at as just an employment
opportunity. There are adminis- :
trative challenges such as lack of :
housing and toilets, particularlyin :
field locations where there is |
paucity of resources and space,” '
- said. When told that the minutes

in the force, possible employment
avenues, and the roles they could
perform in the military.

According to sources, most of
the directorates have already sub-
mitted their comments and sug-
gestions, deliberations on which
are at a preliminary stage.

Itis learnt that a range of sug-
gestions have been received, with
some insisting on not providing
any special concessions to trans-
genders — if they were to join the
military — in terms of training, rig-
orous selection standards, or post-
ingsindifficultlocations, while oth-
ers pointed to administrative and
logistical difficulties such as their
housing and other infrastructure.

There have also been ques-
tions about how they and their
spouses, if any, would be identi-
fied in the military and their cul-
tural integration with other serv-
ing military personnel, as and
when they are inducted inagrad-
ual and phased manner, an officer
privy to the development told The
Indian Express.

“The Act is an equal opportu-
nity provider to the transgender
community. However, employ-
mentindefence forcesis selection
and merit-based, which will re-
main equally applicable to trans-
gendersif recruitment to the mil-
itary is opened to them at any
given point,” the officer said.

the officer said.

ing down. Due to rainfall, there
were no accumulated pollutants,
whichis why the AQlis better this
year than it was in some of the
previous years. A source of emis-
sion has been added... there is
likely to have been a large contri-
bution from firecrackers, along
with others like transport emis-
sions. The speed of transport level
windsis not favourable for highin-
trusion of smoke from stubble
burning,” said Gufran Beig,
founder project director, SAFAR,
and chair professor, National
Institute of Advanced Studies.

After remaining high under
the influence of the western dis-
turbance till Saturday, wind speed
began slowing down on Sunday,
according to Kuldeep Srivastava,
scientist, India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

Sachchida Nand Tripathi,
Professor at IIT-Kanpur and
Member, Steering Committee,
National Clean Air Programme,
said: “The spike can partly be at-
tributed to firecracker emissions.
This is like a large source (of pol-
lutants) coming in for a very short
period of time. Since so many
point sources have been created

due to firecrackers, some contri-
bution will be there, but for aday
or two. There are calm conditions
and other sources of pollutants as
well which are already at play,
and none of these sources have
gone away.”

Dipankar Saha, former head
of the CPCB Air Laboratory, said:
“Abanon firecrackersisimposed
to prevent addition of emissions.
The violation cannot be justified
inany way. Pre-Diwali rainfall re-
sulted in improvement of air
quality, but deterioration has be-
gun again with meteorological
conditions allowing accumula-
tion of pollutants.”

Meanwhile, addressing a press
conference, Delhi Environment
Minister Gopal Rai accused BJP-
ruled states and party leaders of
“instigating” people to burst fire-
crackers in a “targeted manner”.

“I congratulate those people of
Delhi who followed the order of
the Supreme Court and did not
burst firecrackers as a matter of
humanity. BJP leaders kept insti-
gating (people) to burn firecrack-
ers,” Rai said.

“If the BJP had banned fire-
crackers in UP and Haryana after

the Supreme Court's order, pollu-
tion would not have increased in
NCR... Supply of so many fire-
crackersis not the work of acom-
mon man, this has been done on
alarge scale under the patronage
of the UP and Haryana govern-
ments,” he alleged.

Hitting back, BJP's Badarpur
MILA and Leader of the Opposition
in the Delhi Assembly, Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri, accused the AAP
government of having failed to ef-
fectively impose the ban.

“The notification for the ban
was deliberately issued late...
Therefore, Arvind Kejriwal him-
self should present his failure in
imposing the ban before the
Supreme Court and apologise for
the wunsuccessful attempt,”
Bidhuri said.

“The Delhi government an-
nounced a ban on bursting crack-
ers on Diwali on September 12...
but the notification for the banon
crackers was intentionally not is-
sued promptly... This notification
was issued almost a month later,
on October 6... Firecracker shops
in Delhi remained open... people
stocked up, and the stock was
used on Diwali,” he said.

e Adani Green advisor in hydel appraisal panel of MoEF

“Restricting their postings to
only peace stations would cutop-
portunities for others after a field '
- of approval to projects — indeed,

Officials also pointed out that
after the implementation of the
contractual Agniveer recruitment
scheme — which has also paved !
the way for induction of more |
women inthe Armed Forces - fur- '
ther major changes should be !
spaced out and thought through !
. decide on the clearance.

While no transgenders are |
currently employed in the Armed
Forces, a report presented by the

tenure,” the officer said.

before implementation.

Standing Committee

on

Personnel, Public Grievances, Law '
and Justice to Rajya Sabha on |
August 3 proposed that the !
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) '
should consider extending reser- '
vation benefits to transgender
people in the Central Armed !
Police Forces(CAPFs)whileimple-
menting measures for facilitating '

#2020 Amshipora ‘encounter’

their recruitment.

e Gaza hospital ‘out of fuel’: Envoy

allow 300 litres of fuel, and re- !
duced it further to 200 litres. !
This, he said, is “enough just half !

sheltering have also been dam-
aged,” it said.

According to Palestine’s en-
voy to India Abu Alhaijaa, about
7,000 people have sought refuge
in the hospital as a safe shelter.
People are on the floors in the
hospital. This is not the only hos-
pital which has been affected, he
said. “In most of our hospitals in
north Gaza....thereis no fuel,” he
said.

Abu Alhaijaa said about
14,000 people have been killed
so far; while about 11,300 of
those killed are registered, there
are around 3,000 who are under
the rubble of the buildings.

When asked about his expec-
tations from India in this situa-
tion, he said, “l am not expecting
anything from India. [ have called
them many many times. They
did nothing. So I'm not expect-
ing anything from them.”

Pointing to the meeting of
Foreign Minister S Jaishankar
and Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh with US Secretary of State
Anthony Blinken and Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin on Friday;,
he said, “We have seen the India-
US 2+2 statement where they
are supportingIsrael...SoI'mnot
expecting anything from India.”

He said the Israelis made a
“joke” when they said they will

an hour for

the EAC recommended in favour
of AGEL.

While the minutes of the
meeting do not record any re-
cusal, Choudhury, when con-
tacted by The Indian Express, said
he did not take partin the discus-
sion when the EAC considered
the AEGL project. “I abstained
when the matter came up,” he

do not reflect this, he said, “We
will amend the minutes.”
The EAC gives the green stamp

the Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) notification issued in
2006 under the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986, requires
certain categories of projects to
obtain prior environmental clear-
ance (EC). Ten EACs examine these
proposals in different sectors and

Choudhary retired as Director
(Technical) of NHPC in March
2020 and has been an advisor
(pumped storage plants and hy-
dro) of Adani Green Energy
Limited (AGEL) since April 2022.

His appointment as an EAC
member potentially raises ques-
tions of conflict of interest as
AGEL'’s pumped storage projects
come up before this EAC for clear-

The Army constituted a Court

- of Inquiry which found prima fa-
. cie evidence that the troops had

generator” |

because they need between !
8,000 and 10,000 litres of petrol :

per day.

no equipment. The war is not

“exceeded” powers vested under
AFSPA. The Court of Inquiry was
followed by the summary of evi-
dence, which was completed in
the last week of December 2020.
Following court martial proceed-

- ings,anArmy court, in March this

When asked about the !
progress on rescue efforts, Abu |
Alhaijaa, “There is no way to take '
them out of this rubble. There is !

giving the people a chance even !
to search further. They can’t do !
anything because there is no |
. Commanding Officer, who was

Reuters reported that Israeli
tanks on Monday took up posi-
tions at the gates of Gaza City’s '
main hospital Al-Shifa, the pri- |
mary target in their battle to
seize control of the northern half |
of the Gaza Strip, where medics |
said patients including new- |
borns were dying for lack of fuel.
Atleast 650 patients were still in- |
side, desperate to be evacuated. '
Israel says the hospital sits atop
tunnels housing the headquar- |
ters of Hamas fighters, who are |

equipment,” he said.

using patients as shields, which
Hamas denies.

telephone to Reuters.

year, found Singh guilty on six
charges including murder and
recommended lifeimprisonment,
subject to confirmation by higher
Army authorities.

Appealing against the deci-
sion, Singh had said he was only
complying with the orders of his

part of the operation.

In a 27-page order, the two-
member tribunal headed by
Justice Rajendra Menon said that
prima facie, the findings recorded
in the trial seemed to be “per-
verse” and “improper”. It said the
General Court Martial had failed
to consider various statements of
witnesses, and relied only on cer-
tainevidence inadmissible inlaw.

“In our considered view, the
evidencerelied upon by the pros-
ecution and accepted by the
SGCM (Summary General Court

. Martial) in the present case is not

“The tanks are in front of the |
hospital. We are under full block- !
ade,” a surgeon at the hospital, Dr |
Ahmed El Mokhallalati, said by

convincing enough to hold the ap-
plicant guilty of the charges lev-
elled against him. Prima facie,
based on the material available on
record we are convinced that like-

ance. Currently, AGEL projects be-
fore the EAC include: 850 mw
Raiwada; 1800 mw Pedakota
(both AndhraPradesh); 2100 mw
Patgaon, 2,450 mw Koyna-
Nivakane, 1500 mw Malshej Ghat
Bhorande and 1500 mw Tarali(all
Maharashtra). The company has
plans to develop another 3.7 giga
watt of pumped storage — 1,200
mw Kurukutti, 1,000 mw
Karrivalasa, 1,000 mw in Gandi-
kota and 500 mw Chitravathi —
with an investment of Rs 15,740
crore in Andhra Pradesh.
Yogendra Pal Singh, scientist
(E) with the ministry and the
member secretary of the EAC con-

cerned, confirmed that
Choudhary did not join the discus-
sion on the AEGL project.

Asenior ministry official, how-
ever, referred to multiple Supreme
Court orders to point out the “se-
rious downside of such appoint-
ments becoming routine” in ap-
praisal committees. “Mere
non-participation in the discus-
sion by amember while his or her
employer’s projects are consid-
ered is not sufficient. What about
projects of his or her employer’s
competitors? Or the scope for
quid pro quo when such mem-

bers return one another the favour

lihood of the applicant being ac-
quitted after hearing of thisappeal :

cannot be ruled out,” it said.

Saying that Singh had already |
been in custody for about three :
years, the tribunal said it was a “fit
case where, primafacie, evidence

available on record suggests that

bail can be granted... by suspend- |
ing the sentence,” adding that |
“..during the period the applicant

is on bail, the sentence of impris-
onment for life shall remain sus-
pended”. The tribunal said the to-
tality of the evidence available on
record clearly showed that there
cannot be any motive for Singh to
kill the three civilians and conduct
such an operation without the
knowledge of his senior officer.

It said after analysing the en-
tire evidence, it had found enough
material on record which pointed
to “defects” and “perversity”inthe
findings recorded by the GCM,
and selective picking of evidence
for holding Singh guilty. It said
Singh's statement was recorded
during the Court of Inquiry by the
Board of Officers when he was in
close arrest, and this was in viola-
tion of the Indian Evidence Act.

Singh’s lawyer Sudhanshu S
Pandey said the order vindicated
his stand that the GCM did not fol-
low the principles of criminal jus-
tice. He said that while the order
does not give a clean acquittal,
Singh will not have to stay in jail
during the legal process.

even while abstaining from di-
rectly linked projects? More than
establishing bias, the possibility of
such bias is what matters,” he said.

Asked about these possibili-
ties, G H Chakrapani, a professor
atIIT-Roorkee and chairperson of
the EAC concerned, said, “Our ap-
pointment conditions say that
those who have provided consul-
tancy services for a project propo-
nent will recuse themselves from
the process of appraisal of any
project proposed by such propo-
nents. We go by our rules.”

Choudhary defended his po-
sition. “The ministry is aware that
I am an advisor with a private
company. But [ am nobody’s em-
ployee and I can advise others as
well. My EAC appointment is on
the basis that as a member [ will
give my opinion in the interest of
the EAC,” he said.

The other non-institutional
members of the EAC (hydel) are
Udaykumar R Yaragatti, professor
at NIT Karnataka; Mukesh
Sharma, professor at IIT-Kanpur;
V Tyagi, ex-director of National
Institute of Hydrology; Kartik
Sapre, chief executive of Narmada
Samagra Nyas; and Ajay Kumal
Lal, former Indian Forest Service
officer.

e Mahua Moitra

assassination, they spread the
speculation that my party had de-
serted me. The TMCisa party with
organisational strength, we donot
need to shout from the rooftop
just because the BJP spread this.
So,l1am very happy that my party
has entrusted me with this re-
sponsibility in an election year.
thank my leader and hope that I
will rise to her expectations.”

Moitra led the undivided
Nadia district unit of the party
and then Nadia (Krishnanagar)
before being dropped during an
organisational reshuffle in
August 2021, months after the
TMC's victory in the West Bengal
Assembly elections. That
December, a video of TMC chair-
person and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s
snub to Moitra at an administra-
tive meeting in Nadia made
waves. It came ahead of the civic
elections and reports of infight-
ing within the ruling party on
Moitra’s home turf.

Moitra’s appointment illus-
trates that the party, plagued by
factionalism in Nadia, will look
to herto set the housein orderin
a district where it does not have
a senior leader at the helm.
Veteran leaders such as Mukul
Roy and Kallol Khan are suffer-
ing from age-related ailments
while Palashipara MLA Manik
Bhattacharyaisin jail in connec-
tion with the school jobs scam.
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START INVESTING TODAY!

With time, investments may compound better. A small sum of money, when invested
over a regular period of time, may unlock the door to a future filled with financial
freedom and success!

Investing a fixed sum every month (SIP) helps you with rupee cost averaging too!

Disciplined Ease Investments in
form of investing of investing small amounts regularly

Start an SIP today! #TodaylsTheDay

SIP stands for Systematic Investment Plan, wherein you can regularly invest a fixed amount at periodical intervals and aim for benefits over a

#EdgeOfKnowledge period of time through the power of compounding.
An investor education and awareness initiative of Nippon India Mutual Fund
Helpful Information for Mutual Fund Investors: All Mutual Fund investors have to go through a one-time KYC (know your Customer) process. Investors
years of should deal only with registered mutual funds, to be verified on SEBI website under ‘Intermediaries/ Market Infrastructure Institutions’. For redressal of

your complaints, you may please visit www.scores.gov.in. For more info on KYC, change in various details and redressal of complaints, visit

Global EIDEI"IEI‘ICE mf.nipponindiaim.com/InvestorEducation/what-to-know-when-investing

Contact your Mutual Fund Distributor or Investment Advisor | Give us a missed call on 8000112244 | Visit mf.nipponindiaim.com/EdgeOfKnowledge
Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme related documents carefully.
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ADVERTORIAL

Diabetes is a chronic disease that occurs
either when the pancreas not able to

produce enough insulin or body will not
effectively utilize it. Insulin is a hormone
that regulates blood sugar.
Hyperglycaemia is a common effect of
uncontrolled diabetes and over time
leads to serious damage to many of the
body's systems.

Common Symptoms of
diabetes:

* Frequent thirsty
e Frequent urination
® Blurred vision

AWARENESS ON DIABETES

e Feel very tired
e Lose weight without trying

In India, More than 100 million adults
have Diabetes, 136 million have
prediabetes 53% population is
undiagnosed. India is 2nd most afftected
country in the world. Adults with
diabetes have a two- to three-fold
increased risk of heart attacks and
strokes. Combined with reduced blood
flow, neuropathy (nerve damage) in the
feet increases the chance of foot ulcers,
infection, and the eventual need for limb
amputation. Diabetic retinopathy is an

_ /’Q

f

important cause of blindness and occurs
as a result of long-term accumulated
damage to the small blood vessels in
the retina. Diabetes is among the
leading causes of kidney failure.

World Diabetes Day 2022-23 :
Access to Diabetes Care.

In 2023, the campaign focuses focuses
on the importance of knowing your risk
of type 2 diabetes to help delay or
prevent the condition and highlighting
the impact of diabetes-related
complications and the importance of
having access to the right information

and care to ensure timely treatment and
management.

World Diabetes Day provides an
opportunity to raise awareness of
diabetes as a global public health issue
and what needs to be done, collectively
and individually, for better prevention,
diagnosis and management of the
condition.

Ref: Addapted from Lancet Diabetes
Endocrinol 2023; 11: 474-89. Addapted
from

https://lwww.who.int/campaigns/world-
diabetes-day/2022

In diabetes: Watch on Hypoglycemia!

Dr. Subhash Tyagi

Physician & Cardiologist
Delhi

Hypoglycemia is the medical term for low
blood glucose (blood sugar), usually less
than 70 mg/dL. It occurs most often in
people with diabetes who take insulin, or
diabetes pills, when they eat too little
food or skip a meal and or exercise too
much without eating a snack. The
frequency of hypoglycemia among people
with longstanding type 2 diabetes
increases over time, as the body

eventually stops making enough insulin.

he symptoms of low blood glucose vary
from person to person and can change
over time. During the early stages of low
blood glucose, you may sweat, tremble,
feel hungry and or feel anxious.

If untreated, symptoms can become more
severe and can include difficulty walking,
weakness, difficulty seeing clearly,
confusion, or having a seizure.

How to Treat Hypoglycemia if it happens
toyou

If you think your blood sugar is too low,
use a blood glucose meter to check your
level. If it is 70mg/dL or below, take 15
grams of a fast-acting carbohydrate such
as one teaspoon sugar, glucose tablets,
fruits juice or a candy. Wait 15 minutes,
and check your blood sugar again. You
can remember this as the 15:15 rule.
Repeat the treatment until your blood
sugar is within normal range.

How to prevent Hypoglycemia

e Follow a regular schedule to maintain
your usual medication times with your

usual meals and activities.

e Check with your doctor for diabetes
medicines that can cause low blood
sugar

e Meal plans designed by your dietitian
can help you eat reqular meals that fit
your preferences and lifestyle.

e Physical activities, such as sports or
exercise may require a snack or an
adjustment to your medication.

* Blood sugar should be checked
regularly by people with diabetes.

e A quick source of sugar, like glucose
tablets should be kept with you at all
times in case of a hypoglycemic
episode so you are able to treat the
problemright away.

Low blood glucose can be frightening and
unpleasant. If you experience low blood
glucose levels, let your doctor know about
it. They can help adjust your diabetes
treatment medicines to reduce the
chances of hypoglycemia happening
again.

Managing diabetes in winter

Dr. Vimal Nakra

Sr. Consultant Physician
Delhi

Living with diabetes can be challenging.
Diabetes has an effect on a person’s
overall health and living. With winter
setting in, it only gets challenging for
people with diabetes to manage it. It may
increase blood sugar levels due to
increased eating habit and might even

put health at risk.

Managing diabetes requires lot of
precautions during winter. It can get
difficult during winters when compared
to other seasons. Cold weather may
increase difficulty in sticking to your
routine of a particular diet and an exercise
plan. Contracting an infection or catching
a common cold or flu might be more than
just a disappointment when a person is
diabetic; it can lead to severe health
issues later on. In individuals with
diabetes, preventable infections such as
flu and pneumonia might develop quickly.
During winter, it becomes really
important for people with diabetes to
take care of their feet. Diabetes can
reduce circulation to the feet which
means it is less likely to be warm in cold
weather. Winter also increases the
chances of infections and nerve pain in

the feet. It becomes very important to

keep them dry and warm. For people with

diabetes, following care should be taken:

e Properdietplanning

e Keep yourselfwarm

e Daily foot checks for cracks, sores, or
any discolouration

e Check feetdaily

e Moisturize after taking bath

e Use warm, dry socks, shoes or boots

It can be tempting for diabetics to rely on

comfort foods which include oily foods

and sweets. This can make it even more

challenging to keep the sugar levels in

check. Being physically active can also be

challenging, cold weather can make you

feel lazy. Include a home exercise routine

to avoid missing exercise outdoors. Other

precautions include; avoid infections, stay

hydrated, check your vitals regularly and

stay positive.

In Diabetes: Avoid Infections

Dr. Kunal Chawla

Sr.Consultant Physician,

Sir Gangaram Hosp.,
Delhi

Diabetes is a chronic disease in which
blood glucose levels are above normal
levels. High blood sugar levels can
weaken a person’s immune system
defenses. People who have had diabetes
for a long time may have peripheral nerve
damage and reduced blood flow to their
extremities, which increases the chance
for infection. The high sugar levels in your
blood and tissues allow bacteria to grow
and allow infections to develop more

quickly.
The most common infections in people
with diabetes include:

e Ear, nose, and throat infections: Fungal
infections of the nose and throat are
seen almost exclusively in patients
with diabetes. Symptoms include
severe ear pain and ear discharge.

e Urinary tract infections (UTIs):
Uncontrolled diabetes is one of the
major causes for UTIs. These UTIs are
commonly caused by germs such as
Escherichia coli, Klebsiella,
Enterococcus, and Candida. Kidney
infections and inflammation of the
bladder are also common.

e Skin and soft tissue infections: People
with diabetes are at risk for infections
and wounds in the leg (also called
diabetic foot). Repeated trauma and
poor footwear can lead to these
infections. If these infections aren't
treated promptly and properly, it can
resultin the need to amputate.

Ways to prevent infections diabetic
patients

1) Make sure your blood sugar levels are
well controlled. This can be achieved by
exercising regularly, making healthy
food choices, and following your
healthcare provider's
recommendations for routine blood
glucose testing.

2) Take medicines exactly as prescribed by
your doctor.

3) Maintain good personal hygiene. Wash
your hands frequently, especially after
using the bathroom; after sneezing,
blowing your nose, or coughing; before
eating; when visiting someone who is
sick; orwheneveryour hands are dirty.

4) Never share your insulin pen. These are
meant for only one person.

5) Get your flu vaccine each year and stay
up to date on all vaccinations.

6) Wear good, soft, and covered footwear.
Wear clean socks daily. People who
have diabetes should examine their
feet on a daily basis.

7) Seek early medical care if you are
injured orill.

Diabetes distress and burnout

Dr. G. S. Kohli

Sr. Consultant Physician
Rajouri Garden. Delhi

Diabetes distress or burnout is the feeling
of frustration, sadness, guilt and worry
with regards to managing diabetes. You
have been religiously following all the
routines of taking you meds on time,
eating the right diet, taking time out for
your daily walk and physical activity,
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checking your blood sugar levels
regularly. And all of a sudden you feel
vindicated for not getting the desired
results or you develop a health problem
related to diabetes despite your best
efforts. These feelings may result in
frustration & discouragement, and you
may stop monitoring the blood sugar
levels, even stop practicing your routine
stuff. You're experiencing a diabetes
distress or burnout.

Anyone can feel diabetes distress and a
lot of people experience it more than
once.The most common reason for feeling
diabetes distress is worrying about
getting complications in the future or
feeling anxious about your diabetes
management. It is slightly more common
for people who take insulin.

Having diabetes distress for a long stretch
of time can lead to burnout. It is

completely normal to go through a
burnout and there is nothing right or
wrong way to feel. Knowing the signs of
these feelings can help you overcome or
manage these feelings better. However, it
is important to be aware about some
signs that things are getting too much
and those are:

e Feeling angry and frustrated about the
demands of managing diabetes.

e Lack of motivation to change the
unhealthy habits in managing
diabetes.

e Avoiding doctor appointments or
regular checking blood sugar levels.

e Beinglenientwithyour diet.

e Feeling lonely.

Be kind to yourself, recognize the signs

and symptoms and get the right support

from your healthcare team and people
around you to overcome these feelings.

Sick day rules:

Diabetes management when you are sick

Dr. Ajay K Ajmani

5. Director & HOD,
Dept of Endocrinology BLK Hosp.
Drelbi

Like everyone, people with diabetes too
can get sick either due to cold, flu or any
infection. When you are sick, as part of the
body’s defence mechanism for fighting

illness and infection, your body releases
more glucose. Further, glucose levels
increases even if you are not taking food
or eating less than usual, making it harder
to keep your blood sugar levels with in
normal limits. When you are sick, your
diabetic symptoms get much worse. You
may also get experience diarrhea, which
can make your blood sugar levels drop
further.

Sick day rules:

* Do not panic and continue taking your
anti-diabetic medications as usual

e Testyourblood sugar every 4 hours and
keep track of the results.

e Stay hydrated (drink plenty of fluids at
least 240 ml to prevent dehydration)
and have plenty of unsweetened
drinks.

e Drink small portions of these sweet
beverages to keep your blood sugar
from getting too high.

e Try to sip sugary drinks (such as fruit
juice or non-diet cola or lemonade) or
suck on glucose tablets or sweets like
jelly beans.

e Eat little and often. If you cannot eat
meals, you will need to eat or drink
about 50 grams of carbohydrates every
4 hours (such as 1'% cup of fruitjuice).

e Check your temperature every morning
and evening. A fever may be a sign of
infection.

e Remember, if you cannot eat enough,
then there is a high chance that you
increase your risk of low blood glucose.
Contactyour physician.

Diabetic foot infection:
What is it and how to prevent?

Dr. Ashok Damir

Sr. Consultant Physician
Delhi

Diabetic patients are increasing in leaps
and bounds all over world. Similarly
diabetic complications causing different
comorbidities are also increasing.
Diabetic foot is a common complication in
diabetes which is often neglected

It usually occurs when your blood sugar
levels remain high for very long time.
Further, longstanding high blood sugar
levels cause damage to the blood vessels,
thereby decreases blood flow to the feet.
Poor circulation can weaken the skin,
contribute to the formation of foot ulcers
which usually get infected leading to
intractable Diabetic foot infection and
impaired wound healing. The risk of
developing foot problem is high if you
have had a foot ulcer in the past, have
nerve damage, have any foot deformities
orif you have poor blood circulation.

In general, you can bring down your risk
of diabetic foot infection by keeping your
blood sugar with in normal limits and by
visiting your doctor regularly . You can
also lower your risk of developing foot
problems by examining your feet
regularly.

Taking care of your feet

e Wash and check your feet daily.

e Use lukewarm water and mild soap to
cleanyour feet.

e Thoroughly dry your feet, paying
special attention to the spaces
between the toes, by gently patting
them with a clean, absorbent towel and
sprinkling dusting powder.

e Apply moisturizing cream or lotion
when feet are dry.

e Trim your toenails straight across, and
avoid cutting them down the sides or
tooshort.

e |f there is a corn or callus, do not try to
remove of your own; instead consult a
foot care provider (such as a Podiatrist).

e Neverwalk barefeet.
e Wear cotton socks during summer and
woolen socks in winter that fit loosely

and always wear proper shoewear to
cover your feet.

Burden of Diabetic Complications

Dr. Aditya Jayraman

Diabetology
Delhi

The constant rapid surge in the number of
individuals with diabetes has made India
a diabetes capital of the world. In 2019,
India was home to 77 million individuals
with diabetes. Furthermore, diabetes has
also been found to contribute to the
development of ischemic heart disease,
stroke, chronic kidney disease (CKD), and
peripheral artery disease.

The presence of type 2 diabetes mellitus
(T2DM) is known to decrease the life
expectancy by around 10 years. Along
with the rising diabetes pandemic, there
is also an increase in the micro- and
macrovascular complications. One of the
known contributor to morbidity and
mortality in diabetes is the presence of
cardiovascular diseases, however, the
microvascular complications specific to
diabetes are also some of the causative
factors. The major risk factors for
microvascular diseases are glycemic
control, duration of diabetes and
hypertension, whereas, blood pressure,
smoking, lipids, and albuminuria are the
important risk factors for macrovascular
diseases.

Complications in Diabetes

The development of complications in
diabetes can be attributed to the
metabolic and haemodynamic
abnormalities. In diabetes,
hyperglycaemia in the cells causes the
upregulation of glucose, thereby
stimulating the hemodynamic and
biochemical pathways. This further
activates the intracellular and growth
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factors resulting in tissue damages. A
plausible mechanism is the
overproduction of superoxides in
diabetes by the mitochondrial electron
transport chain that causes the activation
of these pathways.

Microvascular Complications
Diabetic Retinopathy

One of the most common of diabetes is
diabetic retinopathy that is the cause of
5% of blindness in the world, as
estimated by the World Health
Organization. Diabetic retinopathy, if not
recognised or treated well can lead to
blindness or visual impairment. In
diabetes, long term high blood glucose
levels causes leakage or blockage of the
blood vessels in the retina. The
pathophysiology of diabetic retinopathy
progresses from mild, nonproliferative
abnormalities to moderate and severe
nonproliferative diabetic retinopathy
(NPDR) and consequently to proliferative
diabetic retinopathy (PDR).

Diabetic Nephropathy

Diabetic nephropathy (DN) presents itself
as the most common cause of end-stage
renal disease requiring dialysis. The
natural pathogenesis of diabetic
nephropathy changes depending on the
type of diabetes and the presence or
absence of microalbuminuria. Among the
patients developing nephroptathy,
approximately one third progress to
proteinuria, other one third remain
microalbuminuric, and further one third
revert to normal albumin excretion.
Consequently, once a person reaches the
stage of proteinuria, there are increased
risks of progression to end stage renal
disease.

Diabetic Neuropathy

People with diabetes face a 30-50%
lifetime risk of chronic peripheral
neuropathy and further, severe symptoms
of neuropathies are experienced by 10-
20% of patients. Peripheral neuropathy
involves amputation of lower limbs and
foot ulceration. Diabetes is also
responsible for erectile dysfunction in
about 50% of men over 50 years, as
compared to their nondiabetic peers. The

presence of other neuropathies might be
rare but they also majorly affect the life
expectancy and quality of life. It is
therefore a significant public concern to
address the issues of neuropathy by
identifying the risk factors in people with
diabetes.

The importance of multifactorial care

A significant trial of STENO2, a
randomised controlled trial of patients
with type 2 diabetes, hypertension, and
microalbuminuria emphasized on the
importance of an intensified, targeted,
and multifactorial intervention in the
management of complications. The trial
involved two groups- one with intensive
management and other with a
conventional approach. Lifestyle advice,
use of aspirin, and angiotensin converting
enzyme inhibitors were a part of the
intensively managed group with tight
goals for glucose, blood pressure, and
lipids. The conventional group received
usual structured care in a primary care
setting. It was observed that over the
course of eight years, the risks of
complications and progression of
microvascular and macrovascular disease
in the intensive management group were
reduced by around 40-60%.

Conclusions

The prevalence and presence of
complications in diabetes lead to a high
morbidity and mortality risk in patients
with T2DM. It is noteworthy to
understand that prevention is key and
thus priority must be given to a good
glucose, blood pressure and lipid control.
Nevertheless, screening and monitoring
the complications is imperative and
patients having any micro or
macrovascular complications must be
identified and treated.
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Healthy ways to eat
non-vegetarian food for diabetics

Dr, Ashish Rohatgi

Physician Conultant
Delhi

According to experts in diabetology,
people with diabetes should avoid food
containing trans-fat. But most of the
diabetics have less knowledge about
trans-fat. In fact, many of them are
unaware about different types of fats

such as saturated fats and unsaturated
fats. Hence, it is very much important for
diabetics to know some basic
information, especially for non-veggies.

Not all fats are bad. Unsaturated fats are
the “good” fats (present in nuts, fish, olive
oil, canola oil, seeds). Saturated fats
(present in red meats, butter, lard, full-fat
dairy products, dark-meat poultry) are
less healthy and you should avoid. Lastly,
Trans fats are harmful. You can find it in
processed foods like crackers, snack
foods, and most junk foods. Having said
this, it might be difficult to cut down most
non-vegetarian food, but still, you can
have it, if you follow the below methods.

* Buymeatwithoutfat.
e Eat chicken without the skin.

e Cook meatand meat substitutes in low-
fat ways such as broil/grill/roast/steam/

microwave.

e To add more flavour, use vinegars,
lemon juice, soy sauce, salsa, ketchup,
herbs and spices.

e Cook eggs using non-stick pan.

e Limit the amount of nuts, peanut butter,
and fried foods. They are high in fat.

e To identify trans fats, check food labels
for the words “partially
hydrogenated.”

Healthy ways to have milk?

e Drink fat-free (skim) / low-fat (1%)
milk.

e Eat low-fat /fat-free fruit yogurt
sweetened with a low-calorie
sweetener.

e Use low-fatplain yogurt.
¢ Choose low-fator fat-free cheese.

Tips for better Sleep when you have diabetes

Dr. K. J. S. Narula

Cardinlogidt & Gastroenterologist
Delhi

Good sleep becomes essential when you
have diabetes. If you do not get the
required amount of sleep, it can have a
negative effect on you blood sugar levels.
Adequate amount of sleep is as important
as diet and exercise for people with

diabetes.

Sleep loss or sleep deprivation puts a lot
of stress on your body. Body to cope with
this unusual stress releases a hormone
known as Cortisol; this hormone Cortisol
increases blood sugar levels. It should
also be noted that too much of sleep may
also have a negative impact on diabetes.
Recent study confirmed that people with
diabetes who slept more (or less) than
seven hours had an elevated risk of dying
early, compared with those who got a full
seven hours.

It becomes important that an individual
with diabetes must ensure to get the
required amount of sleep which can be
helpful in managing diabetes better. Here
are few tips to sleep better when you have
diabetes.

e Check for Sleep apnoea which is a
common condition amongst diabetes
patients wherein breathing starts and
stops while you are asleep. Consult
your doctor for a sleep test. It can be
treated with breathing devices and
lifestyle changes such as losing weight
can be helpful.

e Keep yourblood sugar levels in check. It
is highly recommended to use a
continuous glucose monitor.

e Plan for adequate sleep. Practice good
sleep hygiene. Having a stable bedtime
and wake time every day is associated
with better sleep quality

e Don'tdrink alcohol before bed.

e (affeinated beverages.

e Exercise during the day.

e Userelaxing techniques to de-stress.

Heart disease and Diabetes

-

Dr. Rupesh Kaushik

Cardiologist,
Mata Chandan Devi Hospital - Delhi

In diabetes the risk of getting heart
disease is doubled when compared to
individuals who do not have diabetes. The
longer you have diabetes, the more likely
you are to have heart disease. High blood

sugar levels cause damage to the blood
vessels and the nerves that control your
heart. Further, if your blood pressure
levels and cholesterol levels are also high,
then its for sure that your chances of
getting heart problems is very high.

By bringing the following changes in your
life, you can lower your risk for heart
disease or keep it from getting worse

1.Take healthydiet:

e Eat more fresh fruits and vegetables,
lean protein, and whole grains.

e Eat fewer processed foods (such as
chips, sweets, and junk food) and
especially avoid food comprising of
trans fat.

e Drink more water, fewer sugary
drinks, and less alcohol.

2. Maintain healthy body weight: This will
have beneficial effects not only on
heart but also reduced blood pressure
and cholesterol levels

3.Be physically active: Helps control
blood sugar levels and lowers your risk
of heart disease. Try to get at least 150
minutes per week of moderate-
intensity physical activity, such as brisk
walking.

4. Quit Smoking.

5. Take following steps:-
e GetaregularHbA1Ctestdone

e Try to keep your blood pressure
below 140/90 mm Hg

e Manage your cholesterol levels.

6.Reduce stress. Try meditation or deep
breathing exercises.

In DIABETES: Take charge of
your blood sugar levels for Healthy Eyes!

Dr. Jagdish Moolchandani

Sr. Diabetologist
Delhi

Diabetes can harm your eyes. The
excessive amount of glucose circulating
in the blood stream can damage the small
blood vessels in your retina. This is called
diabetic retinopathy. Diabetic
retinopathy is the leading cause of
blindness. People with type 1 and type 2

diabetes are at risk for this condition. The
longer a person has diabetes, the higher
his or her chances of developing diabetic
retinopathy. Diabetes also increases your
risk of having glaucoma, cataracts, and
other eye problems.

In addition to diabetes duration, factors
that increase the risk of, or are associated
with, retinopathy include chronic
hyperglycemia [High sugars],
nephropathy [kidney damage],
hypertension [high blood pressure] and
dyslipidemia [deranged lipids/
cholesterol].

Patients with diabetes should have an
initial dilated and comprehensive eye
examination by an ophthalmologist or
optometrist at the time of the diabetes
diagnosis and then repeated at least
annually.

Intensive diabetes management with the

goal of achieving near-normoglycemia

[normal blood glucose levels] has shown

to prevent and/or delay the onset and

progression of diabetic retinopathy.

Tips to Keep Your Eyes Healthy

e Get a dilated eye exam at least once a
year by an ophthalmologist or
optometrist

e Visit your eye doctor right away if you:
See little black lines or spots that don't
go away; See any red spots or a red fog;
Have a sudden change in how clearly
you see; Take longer than usual to
adjust to darkness.

e Talk with all of your doctor about ways
to manage your blood sugar, blood
pressure, and cholesterol.

e Bemore active each day and

e Eatfoods thatare healthy.

e Keep your Sugar, BP, Lipid, HBA1C at
normal leval.

Drinking alcohol leads to
high blood pressure in diabetic patients

Dr. Vikram Jeet Singh

Sr. Consultant-Internal Medicine
Delhi

It is believed that light to moderate
alcohol consumption may have beneficial
effects on heart health in the general
adult population. However, as a thumb
rule, too much is always too bad.
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Regular consumption of even moderate
amounts of alcohol (i.e., two to four
drinks per day), increases the risk of
impotence, peripheral neuropathy
(complication of diabetes that affects the
nerves) and possibly retinopathy
(complication of diabetes that affects the
eyes). Thus, individuals with diabetes
should restrict themselves from drinking
too much of alcohol. Moreover, heavy
drinking in a fasting state can bring down
the sugar levels below the normal range
and ultimately increase Diabetics risk of
death from non-cardiovascular causes.

Besides these complications, in
individuals with diabetes, consumption of
alcohol increases blood pressure. It has
been reported that moderate drinking
(i.e., eight or more alcoholic beverages in

a week) was associated with a 60% or
higher increased risk of high blood
pressure. The severity of high blood
pressure also increased with eight or
more drinks per week. Likewise, heavy
drinking increased the risk of high blood
pressure by 91%, suggesting more
alcohol consumed, the higher the risk and
severity of high blood pressure. Thus,
patients with diabetes should limit the
intake of alcohol, women with diabetes
may have no more than one alcoholic
beverage in a day and men should have
no more than two alcoholic beverages in
a day.

It is advisable for people with diabetes to
restrict the consumption of alcohol or
gradually decrease the intake to prevent
untoward incidents.

Dr. Sanjay Sharma

St. Consultant &
Interventional Cardiologist
Delhi
If you have diabetes, then the risk for you
getting heart disease is doubled when

compared to individuals who do not have
diabetes. The longer you have diabetes,

the more likely you are to have heart
disease. High blood sugar levels cause
damage to the blood vessels and the
nerves that control your heart. Further, if
your blood pressure levels and cholesterol
levels are also high, then its for sure that
your chances of getting heart problems is
very high.

By bringing the following changes in your
life, you can lower your risk for heart
disease or keep it from getting worse

1. Follow a healthy diet:

e Eat more fresh fruits and vegetables,
lean protein, and whole grains.

e Eat fewer processed foods (such as
chips, sweets, and junk food) and
especially avoid food comprising of
trans fat.

e Drink more water, fewer sugary

Diabetes and heart disease often go hand in hand

drinks, and less alcohol.

2. Maintain healthy body weight: This will
have beneficial effects not only on
heart but also reduced blood pressure
and cholesterol levels

3.Be physically active: Helps control
blood sugar levels and lowers your risk
of heart disease. Try to get at least 150
minutes per week of moderate-
intensity physical activity, such as brisk
walking.

4.Manage yourABCs:
e A:Getaregular HbA1Ctest done

*B: Try to keep your blood pressure
below 140/90 mm Hg

e C:Manage your cholesterol levels.

5.Reduce stress. Try meditation or deep
breathing exercises

6. Quitsmoking.

In Diabetes: Prevent the Nerve Damages

Dr. Arvind Kumar Agarwal

Sr. Consultant Internal Medicing
Delhi

Diabetic neuropathy (DN) is an important
and common complication of diabetes,
with a lifetime prevalence of more than

50% among people with diabetes. DN can
encompass several patterns of
neuropathy, owing to the numerous
possible sites of nerve damage.

DN is an insidious and often disabling
disease. Sensory symptoms are diverse,
ranging from numbness to dysesthesia
[an abnormal unpleasant sensation felt
when touched, caused by damage to
peripheral nerves], pain and allodynia
[pain due to a stimulus that does not
normally provoke pain], and typically
begin in the feet and spread proximally.
DN can impact psychosocial behaviour
and quality of life (QoL). DN is a major risk
factor for diabetic foot ulceration and
lower limb amputation.

All patients should be assessed for

diabetic peripheral neuropathy starting at
diagnosis of type 2 diabetes and 5 years
after the diagnosis of type 1 diabetes and
atleast annually thereafter.

Assessment for polyneuropathy should
include a careful history and assessment
of either temperature or pinprick
sensation and vibration sensation. All
patients should have annual 10-g
monofilament testing to identify feet at
risk for ulceration and amputation.

Prevention strategies for DN focus on
glycemic control, lifestyle modifications
[such as such as regular exercise and a
balanced diet] and footcare (all people
with diabetes should have a foot
assessment at the time of diagnosis and
annually)

Uncontrolled diabetes can harm your eyes

Dr. Rajesh Gupta

Consultant Physician
Delhi

Did you know that diabetes can harm your
eyes? In fact it is also a major cause of
blindness in elderly diabetic patients. Yes,

you have read it right. Diabetes can cause
eye damage if your blood sugar level is
high for a long time. The good news is that
you can prevent your eyes getting
damaged due to diabetes. But before that,
you need to know about different types of
eye diseases caused by uncontrolled
diabetes. Basically, eye diseases include-

e Retinopathy: Small blood vessels in the
retina (at the back of the eye) become
weak and possibly the blood gets
leaked. This disease can cause
blindness if not treated and
unfortunately this disease has no
symptoms.

e (ataracts: This causes a “clouding” of
the lens of the eye, which makes vision
blurry. People with diabetes are more
likely to get cataracts.

e Glaucoma causes pressure in the eye. If
not treated, glaucoma can cause vision
loss or blindness.

As mentioned earlier, most of the patients
do not experience any symptoms of eye
damage. However, if you see little black
lines or spots that do not go away, or if
you see any red spots or a red fog, blurred
vision, then there are chances that your
eyes have been affected. When you
experience these symptoms it is always
better that you consult your doctor
immediately.

Getting your eyes tested regularly can
help you in preventing from eyes getting
damaged. Get your regular HbA1C tests
to measure your blood sugar over time
because poor blood sugar can make eye
problems happen faster.

Diabetic foot infection: What is it and how to prevent?

Dr. A. S. Dave

Consulting Physician
Delhi

Foot problem is a common complication
in people with diabetes. It usually occurs
when your blood sugar levels remain high
for very long time. Further, longstanding

high blood sugar levels can cause damage
to the blood vessels, thereby decreases
blood flow to the feet. Poor circulation
can weaken the skin, contribute to the
formation of foot ulcers (foot infection),
and impair wound healing. The risk of
developing foot problem is high if you
have had a foot ulcer in the past, have
nerve damage, have any foot deformities
or if you have poor blood circulation.

In general, you can lower your risk of
diabetic foot infection by keeping your
blood sugar with in the normal levels and
by visiting your doctor for reqular check-
ups. You can also lower your risk of
developing foot problems by examining
your feet reqularly.

Taking care of your feet
e Wash and check your feet daily.
e Use lukewarm water and mild soap to

cleanyour feet.

e Thoroughly dry your feet, paying special
attention to the spaces between the
toes, by gently patting them with a
clean, absorbent towel.

e Apply amoisturizing cream or lotion.

e Trim your toenails straight across, and
avoid cutting them down the sides or
too short

e |f there is corn or callus, do not try to
remove on your own; instead consult a
foot care provider (such as a
podiatrist).

e Apply moisturizing cream or lotion
when feetare dry.

e Neverwalk barefoot.

e Wear cotton socks that fit loosely and
always wear shoes to cover your feet.

e Make sure your shoes fit right.

Healthy ways to eat vegetables and fruits
when you have diabetes

L

Dr. Manas Chakravarty

Sr. Consultant Physician
Delhi

You may worry that having diabetes
means going without foods you enjoy. The
good news is that you can still eat your
favourite foods, but you might need to eat
smaller portions or enjoy them less often.
Eating certain foods and limiting others

can help people with diabetes manage
their blood sugar levels. A diet rich in
vegetables, fruits, and healthy proteins
can have significant benefits. Thus, it is
advised to eat a variety of healthy foods
from all food groups especially from fruits
and vegetables, Vegetables provide
vitamins, minerals, and fibre. But they are
low in carbohydrate. Whereas fruits
provide carbohydrate, vitamins, minerals,
and fibre.

Healthy ways to eat vegetables?

e Eat raw and cooked vegetables with
little or no fat, sauces, or dressings.

e Try low-fat or fat-free salad dressing on
raw vegetables or salads.

e Steam vegetables using water or low-
fatbroth.

e Mix in some chopped onion or garlic.

e Use a little vinegar or some lemon or
lime juice.

e Sprinkle with herbs and spices.

e |f you do use a small amount of fat, use
olive oil, instead of fat from meat,
butter, or shortening.

Healthy ways to eat fruits

e Eat fruits raw or cooked

e Fruit juice with no sugar added is
preferred

e Canned fruit/ fruit juice should be
avoided.

e Buy smaller pieces of fruit.

e Choose pieces of fruit more often than

fruit juice. Whole fruit is more filling
and has more fiber.

e Save high-sugar and high-fat fruit
desserts such as peach cobbler or
cherry pie for special occasions.

Can diabetes cause nerve damage?

Dr. Gurprit Singh Sawhney

Consultunt Physician
Delhi

Uncontrolled high blood glucose levels
for a long time can lead to various
complications, many of which can be
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serious if they are not identified and
treated immediately. One such
complication caused by high blood
glucose level is damage to the nerves (the
medical term for this is diabetic
neuropathy).

Nerve damage usually is felt in the toes
and feet first. When your nerves are
damaged, there is loss of feeling
(numbness), tingling / burning and painful
sensation, which often worsens at rest or
at night. Some people might also start to
feel symptoms in their hands. It is not
necessary that all diabetics should
experience these symptoms because few
people experience these symptoms and
few do not.

Nerve damage can also lead to problems
with the bones, muscles, and joints in the

feet. Over time, this can cause a person's
foot to have an abnormal shape. These
symptoms can be managed or reduced if
your blood sugar levels are within the
normal values. However, it is always
believed that prevention is better than
cure. Having said this, there are several
ways by which the risk of getting nerve
damage can be reduced such as-

e Maintaining blood sugar levels as close
tonormal as possible.

e Not smoking, or quitting smoking if you
do smoke.

e Eating a healthy diet and getting plenty
of physical activity.

e Losing weight, ifyou are overweight.

e Making sure that high blood pressure
and heart disease are treated (if these
conditions are present).
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Classifieds

[,Bhuvan Singh s/o Dhan Singh
Negir/oB-276,Bharat Vihar,
Kakrola, Delhi-110078 have
changed my nhame to Bhuwan
Singh Negi. 0050230611-1

I Amit Kumar S/o0 Raghuraj
singh R/o0 Maneepur, Gopamau,
Gopamau (Gramin), Hardoi,
Uttar Pradesh-241404, have
changed my name to Amit
Kumar Yadav 0070874127-1

Mohammad Aslam S/0 Mushtaq
Ahmed H.No0.468 Gali No.21
M.N. Model Public School
Jafrabad Delhi-110053 have to
change my name “MOHD
ASLAM?” for All purposes

0040698810-1

I, TanishqS/o Shailendra
SharmaR/o0 WZ-B-121, Street
No.55, School Road, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059 have
changed my name to Tanishq
Sharma for all future purposes.

0040698869-1

,SumitS/0 Rajender
Kumar,R/0.62/1,3rd floor
Humayun pur,Safdarjung
enclave,New Delhi-
110029,Have change my name
to sumit kumar

0040698883-11

I,Shivya Sharma,S/O Chander
Prakash Sharma,R/0 J G-8,First
Floor, Khirki Extension,
Malviya Nagar,Delhi-110017
Have Changed my Name to
Shivya Prakash.

0040698883-1

[,SHYAM KEDIA'S/O MURLIDHAR
KEDIAR/O 472,SANGAM
APARTMENTS,POLICE-LINE
MARG,WEST-
ENCLAVE,PITAMPURA,DELHI-
110034.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SHYAM SUNDER
KEDIA. 0040698920-3

I,RaviSharma,S/o Roshan Lal
SharmaR/0-D-166,Gali
No.1,Raj-Nagar Part-2,Palam
Colony Delhi-110077,have
change my name to Ravi
Kumar. 0040698883-3

I,LRAJENDRA SINGH S/O CHARAN
SINGH R/0 5D/23,UGF,VISHNU
GARDEN EXTN.NO.5,GURU-
NANAK DAIRY,KHYALA,DELHI-
110018.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAJENDER SINGH.

0040698908-5

,POOJARANI'W/O SURENDER
R/0 HNO.78,KAVITA
COLONY,NANGLOI,DELHI-
110041.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAMETO POOJAFORALL
PURPOSES. 0040698908-4

[LNo-15697421N,Hav Chandra
Rao Seera, Inmy service
records name of my son has
been wrongly mentioned as
Yogieshwar instead of Seera
Yogieshwar. It needs
correction. Objections befilled
to 15 Corps, Engg. Sig .Regt
,C/0-56 APO,0ld AliField,
Kashmir. 0020467821-1

I, Suneel Kumar S/o Sh. Lakhan
Singh R/0 H.N0.6C, Type-lll,
Delhi Police Colony, Model
Town-Il, Delhi-110009, from
Suneel Kumar to Sunil Kumar
for all future purposes.

0070874130-1

I,SundersSingh’S/o Kundan
Singh Dangwal R/0 428, First
Floor, Shakti Khand-3,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad have
changed my name to Sunder
Singh Dangwal.

0070874129-1

I, SUBHASHCHANDS/0 KAPTAN
SINGH R/0 H.N.- SP-02,
SECTOR-45,NOIDA,
G.B.NAGAR, UP-201301, have
changed my nameto
SUBHASH SHARMA.

0040698883-10

R/0672/A,GaliNo 16, Adarsh
Mohalla, Maujpur, Delhi-
110053 have changed my
name to RAJESH KUMAR
MAURYA

0070874082-1

I, Md Moshin Raja S/o0 Md
Murtuza R/o Bhushaw,
Gopalganj, Bihar 841428
declare that my name Md
Moshin Rajais wrongly
mentioned in class 12th
documents and my correct
name is Md Mohsin Raza,
which may be amended
accordingly.

0130038169-1

I, MOHD.NURSLEEN SALMANT
S/0,ABDUL HAMEED R/0,J-610,
JAHANGIR PURI,DELHI
110033,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MOHD. MURSLEEN.

0040698883-9

I, Kavita Bhati W/o Subodh
Kumar Bhati R/0 G-38, Sec-
Alpha-02, Greater Noida,
G.B.Nagar, U.P. have changed
my name to Kavita
permanently.

0040698923-1

I,DHYANSINGHDABASS/O
PRATAP SINGHR/0 101,
SULTAN PUR DABAS, DELHI-
110039 declare that name of
mine has been wrongly
written as DHYAN SINGH in my
discharge Book. The actual
name of mineis DHYAN SINGH
DABAS

0070874086-1

I, Bharti Mehta W/o0 Pankaj
MehraR/0-C-1-A/11C,
Janakpuri,New Delhi-
110058,have changed my
name to Bharti Mehra, for all
future purposes.

0040698890-1

I Simran Bharti W/o Ashish
SharmaR/0 114, DAV School,
Sector-37,VTC-Amarnagar,
Faridabad-121003 have
changed my name to Simran
Sharma

0070874089-1

I,Nishtha D/o Dinesh Goel,R/0
House.No. 302,3rd-Floor,Savera
Apartment,Sector-
13,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed my nameto Nishtha
Goel. 0040698883-5

ILNAVIN KUMAR,NAVIN
GUPTA,S/O, RAMESH CHAND
GUPTA R/0,3464/1 NARANG-
COLONY TRINAGAR DELHI -
110035,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO NAVEEN GUPTA.

0040698883-8

I,Mohammad Ahmed,S/0-Mohd
Saqib,R/0-8842,Naya
Mohalla,Pul Bangash,Azad
Market, Delhi-110006,have
changed my nameto
Mohammad Ahmed Saad,for
future. 0040698908-2

I,KANCHAN SHARMA W/o
SATYEN JAIN C-4/8 KESHAV
PURAM DELHI-110035,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
KANCHAN JAIN,FOR ALL,FUTURE
PURPOSE. 0040698883-4

LINDU MUNJAL W/0 VIJAY
KUMAR R/O HNO.32,WARD
NO.14,CHAR MARLA,NEW
NANDWANI
NAGAR,SONIPAT,HARYANA-
131001.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO INDU BALA.

0040698908-6

I,DIVYA JAIN,W/O.JITENDER
KUMAR,ADD-1/7114,SHIVAJI
PARK,GALIPOST OFFICE
SHAHDARA, DELHI-
110032,changed my name to
DIVYA,for all,future purposes.

0040698908-3

I,Binod Kumar S/o0 Dharam Deo
Prasad Shrivastva,R/0-
389/31,3, Laxman-Vihar, Phase-
2,Gali.No.3,ward No.-
10,Gurgaon
(Haryana)-122001,have
changed my name to Binod
Kumar Shrivastva.

0040698908-1

I,Balbir Kaur Gehdu,W/o
Gurmakh Singh Gehdu,R/0
32F,Block-B,Street No-5,East
Azad Nagar,Krishna-
Nagar,Delhi-110051,have
changed my name to Balbir
Kaur,permanently.

0040698920-2

I,Ashok Kumar,S/O-Late Shri
Kamla Prasad Aggarwal,R/O-F-
26/68,3rd Floor,Sector-
7,Rohini, Delhi-110085,have
changed my name to Ashok
Aggarwal,for all purposes.

0040698920-1

I,Adya,D/0 Kanhaiya Prasad
Tripathi R/O M 25B second-
floor, Malviya Nagar,New
Delhi-110017,Have changed my
name to Adya Tripathi.

0040698883-6

I Shyamali D/o Chandeep Singh
R/0 E-148,Plot No-11, Classic
Apartment, Aimco CGHS Ltd.,
Dwarka Sector-22,Bagdola,
South West Delhi, Delhi-110077,
have changed my nameto
Shyamali Banga

0070874125-1

SEASON’S LOWEST MIN TEMP RECORDED

Delhi sees higher PM
levels than last Diwali

TOP 6 MOST POLLUTED LOCATIONS ON DIWALI DAY

Nehru Nagar : Mandir Marg

483 478

Jahangirpuri

428

Patparganj

446

(In terms of PM2.5 levels; Data: DPCC); All figures in pg/m3

RKPuram

JLN Stadium

425

42(

Out of 24 monitoring stations, 21 recorded higher PM 2.5 levels and 19 recorded higher PM
10 levels on Sunday as compared to last Diwali, data from the DPCC shows. Praveen Khanna

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

ON DIWALI day this year, most
air quality monitoring stations of
the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee recorded higher par-
ticulate matter levels as com-
pared to last year.

Out of 24 monitoring sta-
tions, 21 recorded higher PM 2.5
levels and 19 recorded higher
PM 10levels on Sunday (as com-
pared to last Diwali), data from
the DPCC shows.

The city's most polluted loca-
tion was Nehru Nagar witha PM
2.5level of 483 pg/m3 and a PM
10 level of 677 pg/m3. In terms
of PM 2.5 levels, Mandir Marg
had a concentration of 478
pg/m3 on Diwali day. In terms of
PM 10 levels, Anand Vihar fol-
lowed Nehru Nagar withaPM 10
concentration of 654 ug/m3, and
Jahangirpuri with a level of 580

Amit Mehra
pg/m3.

The 24-hour standard for
PM10 is 100 pg/m3, while that
for PM2.5 is 60 pg/m3.

This year, Diwali was later
thanit was last year, when it was
in October. Delhi recorded its
lowest minimum temperature
of the season so far on Monday -
11.8 degrees Celsius - which is
two degrees below the normal
for this time of the year.

The higher PM 10and PM 2.5

levels at most monitoring sta-
tions on Diwali this year com-
pared to 2022 is in keeping with
the higher average for the city for
the city as well.

The average PM 2.5 level for
the city this year — 314 ug/m3
— is up from 217 pg/m3 on
Diwali day last year, but down
from 607 pg/m3 on Diwali day
in 2021, going by data from the
DPCC.

Meanwhile, Environment
Minister Gopal Rai said at a press
conference Monday that the
government will decide on im-
plementing the odd-even
scheme if Delhi’s air quality in-
dex reaches the ‘severe plus’
(450 or above) category. The 24-
hour average AQI at 10 pm was
403, in the ‘severe’ category.

He also said an anti-open
burning campaign will run from
November 14 to December 14,
and an anti-dust campaign will
run from November 14 to 30.

Pay twice the fee to park your
car in CP & other NDMC areas

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

THE NEW Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) has decided to
increase its existing parking fees
by two-fold in a temporary at-
tempt to discourage private
transport in view of the rising
levels of pollution in the capital.

“The parking fees (off
road/on road) has been en-
hanced to twice of the existing
to discourage private transport
for the parking managed by
NDMC through its own staff,”
the NDMC said in a public notice.
This hike in parking fees will be
strictly complied upon till
January 31,2024, the NDMC no-
tified Monday.

The NDMC said that the Air
Quality Index (AQI) has been on
a “rising trend” due to which this
decision has been enforced.
“The AQI is expected to remain
in Severe+ category further, ow-

Firecracker
thrown at
him, man dies
of injuries

Ghaziabad: A 35-year-old man
died on Sunday after a person
threw a pipe firecracker at him
during Diwali celebrations.

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Naatu alias Afzal, a resi-
dent of Link Road police station
areain Ghaziabad. Police said they
received information about thein-
cidentaround 11 pm Sunday.

“A man named Pradeep was
using pipe firecrackers and it
seems he threw it on Afzal. Due
to this, a vein in Afzal’s leg burst
and he started bleeding profusely.
He was immediately taken to a
hospital, where he was declared
dead by doctors. A case has been
registered by police. Teams have
been formed to arrest the ac-
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH MOHALI

{Established by Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)
Sector-81, Knowledge city, PO-Manauli, SAS Nagar Mohali-140308, Punjab
PAN No. - AAAAITTE1K GST No. 0JAAAANTEIKZIZS
« Phone : +0170-2040121 & * Fame : 911722260124 » hitp:vww. isermohailac.n + Email: storsifisermatil 2 in

l,Lovely D/o Sumat Bir R/o0
Kherla(177), Gurgaon,
Haryana-122102,have
changed my name to Lovely
Singh.

0040698883-2

I Rina Pankaj Singh w/o Pankaj
Dharmraj Singh r/o A1403,
Dreamland Willows, Crossing
Republic, Kosmos Tower,
Ghaziabad-201016 have
changed my name to RINA
Purushottam.

0040698868-1

IRani Kumari D/o Laxman
Purbey R/0 D-34, Street No-2,
Saurabh Vihar, Badarpur,
Delhi-110044 have changed
my name to Rani Gupta

0070874087-1

I Dukhharan Choudhary S/o Sh.
RajNarayan Choudhary, R/0
H.No0.534, Street No.9,
Tukmirpur Extension, Karawal
Nagar, North East, Delhi-
110094, Do now declare that
Dukhharan Choudhary and
Dukhharan Chaudhary, are
the same person. And |
solemnly affirm that both the
names indicate and refer to
myself as the same and one
identical person,nottoa
different person whatsoever.
Henceforth, my correct name
is Dukhharan Choudhary for
all future purposes.

0040698881-1

I,Aastha Kukreja D/o Davinder
Kumar,R/0 C-97,Dayanand
Colony,Lajpat Nagar-4 Delhi-
110024,Have Changed My
Name To Aastha For Future.

0040698883-7

LOST & FOUND

I,RamaTrikha D/o Sh. Nand Lal
Paul and W/o late Sh. Lajpat Rai
Trikha R/o Flat No. 90, Ajanta
Co-op group housing society
Ltd ,Plot No.36, I.P. Extension,
Patparganj, Delhi-110092 have
lost my original allotment
letter, Share Certificate,
Possession letter of my above
mentioned residential
property. Finder please contact
mob. 9810219555

0040698886-1

Epﬂper..ne'ss.cnm

HSERM{5&P)23-24/Pur  CPPP/Institute Website Dale : 13-11-2023
g1t sisram quen | NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Sr] Tender Description Last date & time for
Ref. No. upload the tender
61| HSERM{ 18405 | EC| Tor supply and commissioning of 28-12-2023
23-24EPur '[pe Facility for ISER Mohail up to 02 30PM
2023 NSRM_TBOO03E 1D 08.11.2023
02| HSERM{1645) | Supply and Installaton of WUira High 07-12-2023
25.94-.Pur | Perdormance Liquid Chromatography (UHPLC) up to 02.30PM
Syslam wilh BCCes20ries
2023 IISRM TBO168 1 Dt 08.11.2023
03| NSERM(1632) | Corrigendum-l for Supply, instafation, Testing 9 11-H73
23-24/Pur | & Commizsaning of Hybnd (RFID+HEM) based up to 2.00PM
Electronic Sacurity System for Inshiule Libmany
ssued with extension of last date of big
LTS
Tender 1D 2023 ISRM 773243 2
For detais and spply online, pleass visit the websile https:iigem.govin hitp-feprocure.govind
gprecurmelapp. "hitp:'wew.lisermohall.ac.in®, Bid{s) shall be accephed only through onfne
moda and no manual suEbmission of the same shall not be entertainad
irgrmn aeafed (eare ol she)
Assistant Rﬂimra-r {Stores & Purchase)

NORTHERN RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE No. ELS_SRE_T-40 dtd. 11/11/2023

g
T

"
A AR

Open tender through E-tendering are Invited by Sr Divisional Electrical
EngineerTRE, Electric Loce Shed, Khanalampura Yard, Morthern Railway,
Saharanpur (Ambala Division) for and on behalf of the President af India from the
regislerad lendarar on wab site wawnw.ireps.gowin for the following work upta 1100 hrs
on the date of closing shown against the work and will be apened thereafier -

5. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

DEMIENGE, South Eastern Rallway,
Chakradharpur acting for & on behalf of
the President of India invites E-Tendear
against Open Tender, Manwal Offers arse
rak aflowed against this tender, and any
such manual offer received shall he
ignored. Tender Motice Mo.: CHP-WEST-
23-24-31, Date: 11.11.2023. Name of
work: RCC Jackeling of piers and
abutment of Br. Mo, 22 (L) at Km, 48805
7, Br.Mo. 28 (DN} at Km., 480/17-19, Br.
Z2(DM] at Km, 47319-21, Br. Mo, 36 (UP)
at Km. 475/%-11 in between ROU-JEG and
Br. Mo, 204 al Km. 427/108-118 and Br
Bo. 128 at K, 41521-23 in between ROL-
BRMP under the jurisdiction of Sr. DEM
iWest)/CKF, Tender Value: ¥
551,956,096 24. EMD: ¥ 4 _26,000. Cost
of Tender form: T 0, Date of Opening:
u. 12 2023, Tha tender can be viewed at
websile httpillwww.ireps.gov.in, The
tenderas/ bidders must hawve cless-[1 Digitsd

sgnaturs Certifbcale & musl be regestanad
under an IREPS Portal. Only registered
tenderar'bidder can participate on a-
tendering. All relevant paper must be
uploaded at the time of participating in
e-tengering, Note: e-Tendar Forms ghall
be issued free of cost to all tenderers.
(Authority= Railway Board's lefler no
20200CE-WCTHRE/NGCC/Policy did.
16.07. 20200 {PR-804)

Open Tender Mo,

ELS SRE_T-di)

| dated 40112022

Marme of work @ Modibcaton in Underslung compressor mounting  kegs of 3 phase
locomotives as per RDSO- Medification Sheet no. RDS02022/ELMS0484, Rev O

Cost of tender form

A ey e e

www.Ireps. gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

O
BS

B e e ——

Date of Closing/ Opening | 07122023 | Approx. Cost, R, T BOSET 125
Earmeast Moneay R, 15,800/ | Completion period | 06 Monlhs
Validity period 45 days

Frea ofcon fo doAnioading fom IREPS &€ 2000 fo
obtaining from Sr.DEE/TRES/SRE office.

1. Tendarer(=) should have Class-ll Digital Signature Cerlificate to paricipats in E
Tendering of Works Tenders. 2. Tenderer are regquired 1o upload sell-attested scanned
copies of all related eligibifity documents as per conditions. 3, Taxes & Charges will be
applicable as per axtant rule. 4. For delails, please kg on IREPS wabsite

S54002023

Bunts Sangha's
S5 M SHETTY COLLEGE OF SCIENCE,
COMMERCE E MANAGEMENT STUDIES

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE POST OF

PRINCIPAL

FROM THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2023-2024. (UN-AIDED)

category can apply for the post.

05th July, 2019,

website mu.ac.in

approved advertisement.

The above post is open to all however candidates from any

Reservation for women will be as per University Circular No.
BCC/S16/74/1998 dated 10th March, 1998,

4% reservation shall be for the persons with disability as per
University Circular Mo. Special Cell/ICC/2019-20/05 dated

Candidates having knowledge of Marathi will be preferred.
"Qualification, Pay Scales and other reguirement are as
prescribed by the UGC MNotification dated 18th luly, 2018,
Government of Maharashtra Resolution MNo. Misc-
2018/C.R.56/18/UNI-1, dated Bth March, 2019 and
University circular Mo. TRAS/[CT)/ICD/2018-19/1241, dated
26th March, 2019 and revised from time to time."

The Gowvernment Resolution & Circular are available on the

Applicants who are already employed must send their
application through proper channel. Applicants are required
to account for breaks, if any in their academic career.

Application with full details should reach the CHAIRMAN,
Bunts Sangha's 5 M SHETTY COLLEGE OF SCIENCE,
COMMERCE AND MANAGEMENT STUDMES, Mear Hiranandani
Garden, Powai, Mumbai- 400076, within 15 days from the
date of publication of this advertisement. This is University

sd/-
CHAIRMARN

damna sizisis aws 10

Whearaas

cused,” said Bhaskar Verma,
ACP Sahibabad.

Verma said the accused and
victim were known to each
other. ENS

The decision has been
taken as part of GRAP
to discourage use of
pvt vehicles in view of
pollution in the Capital.
The measure will be in
place till Jan 31

Public at large is Rereby indormed that
Erdire Secand Floor without roof) berrace
rights, of the Treshold propesty besing
Mo, (4. area measuring 60 sq mars, Blck
B, Pociet -2, Secior-16, RAohine, Kew
Delhi along with propoetionate rights of
the land undemealh, presestly oaned
and possessed by Smb. Shalet Thomas
by virtue of Sale Deed duly registered
witle Repd. Mo. 19614, dabed 10.10. 2007
and the same is proposed to be offered
a3 &ecurity with Bank of Barada, Branch
ELSC, Pardiamant Street, Mew Delhi, and
&5 [ prosend awerls) wirsion the sad
property isfare free fom all soms of
encumbrance. The inilial chain of land
awrarship alang with Onpral Perpetual
Leame seod Conveyance Deed ane sef
ayailable for its verification
& i5 heraby notilied thaf any persan and/
ar Bask, feaecial instilubion haveg any
claim, any charge, interest or ke2n or
claim and [/ or objeclion fo thereof haf
she' they may lodze' notify 1he s=ame 1o
the undersigned with Getumentasy
proof! cowrt udgment withen 15 days
from the day of publication of this public
mobice, Riling which y halber / fulure
claimy objectnnis) sl be regcted and
mwy clienf is free to creabe Equitable /
Regizternd morigage with amy BOB athar
BanksFinancisl inshiute’ MEFC
SHATYENDER YADAY [ADVOCATE)

Chamber no. 561, 5 Flear, Saket Caurls,
Mayy Dol Mob: 9711712471

o w1 udls |

ing to the highly unfavourable
meteorological and climatic
conditions,” the statement said.

The NDMC has taken the de-
cision based on the guidelines by
the Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM). In its
guidelines dated October 6, the
CAQM had directed the imple-
mentation of the revised sched-
ule of the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) with imme-
diate effect by all the agencies
concerned in the NCR; this also
included a provision to enhance

parking fees to discourage private
transport.

In areas other than Lutyens’
Delhi, the parking fee will re-
main the same as the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) has
not taken any action in this re-
gard as of now. “Increase in the
parking fee is currently under
discussion but no hike has been
implemented in spaces man-
aged by the MCD at the mo-
ment,” an MCD source said.

Areas that would be affected
by NDMC'’s decision include
Barakhamba Road, Connaught
Place, Feroz Shah Road, Shershah
Road, Panchkuian Road, Minto
Road, Central Secretariat, Ashoka
Road, Parliament Street, Janpath,
Jantar Mantar Road, Pandara
Road, Shahjahan Road, Akbar
Road, Teen Murti Marg, Lodhi
Colony, Jor Bagh, Kidwai Nagar,
Sarojini Nagar, Safdarjung
Enclave, Race Course Road,
Panchsheel Marg, Chanakyapuri,
Netaji Nagar and Moti Bagh.

CBI seeks L-G nod
to probe ‘extortion
racket’ by AAP’s Jain

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

THE CBI has sought L-G VK
Saxena’s approval to probe a
“high-level extortion racket” al-
legedly operated by AAP leader
and former Delhi home minister
Satyendar Jain with the assis-
tance of Tihar Jail officials.

L-G House officials con-
firmed that the CBI had written
to Raj Niwas for Saxena’s ap-
proval to probe the complaint
against Jain filed by jailed con-
man Sukesh Chandrashekar. The
communication was received
over the weekend and is ex-
pected to be put up before
Saxena for consideration soon.

It was alleged that Jain was
at the helm of an extortion
racket and was receiving “pro-
tection money” from Sukesh
and other high-profile prison-
ers lodged in different Delhi jails
to “live peacefully and comfort-
ably injail”.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
termed the CBI's request to
Saxena “a mockery of law” and
Chandrashekar “the biggest thug
and conman of India”. It also
sought to target Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, accusing
him of having links with
Chandrashekar.

“AAP categorically denies
any association, communication
let alone any money transaction
between Mr Jain and Sukesh
Chandrashekar or any of his as-
sociates... since the Modi gov-
ernment has started taking
statements of  Sukesh
Chandrashekar as true as
Satywadi Harishchandra. It
should first launch a full-fledged

The complaint against Jain
was filed by jailed conman
Sukesh Chandrashekar (R).

CBlinvestigation into the claims
of Sukesh Chandrashekar who
extorted over Rs 200 crore from
a businessman’s family in 2020
because the Home Minister
asked him to do so,” the AAP al-
leged in response.

According to sources, the CBI
also sought Saxena’s approval to
investigate the role of Raj Kumar,
a former jail superintendent, as
a part of the alleged racket un-
der Section 17A of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

Chandrashekar, according to
the letter, was lodged at Tihar,
Rohini and Mandoli jails as an
undertrial prisoner in judicial
custody during 2017-22. He
claimed it was during this time
that a “high-level corruption and
extortion racket” was being run
by Jain who was then, in his ca-
pacity as Delhi Home Minister,
in charge of the city’s prisons.

Sukesh’s complaint also
named the then-Director
General and an additional
Inspector General of being part
of the alleged syndicate. It also
accused Jain of allegedly receiv-
ing Rs 10 crore from himin var-
ious tranches from 2018 to 2021
“either by himself or through
his accomplices”.

punjab national bank

«.the name you can BANK upon |

CIRCLE SASTRA PATNA (8297), Patna
R-Block, 2nd Floor, Chanakya Place, Patna-800001

POSSESSION NOTICE (For Movable/Immovable property)

The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Punjab MNational Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets &
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of powers confarred under Section 13 read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest
{Enforcement) Bules, 2002, issued demand notice(s) on the dates mentioned against each account calling upon the respective borrower/s to repay
the amount as mentionad against each account within 80 days from the date of notice(s )/date of recaipt of the said noticeis)

The borrower/s having failed to repay the amount, notice(s) is hareby given to the borrower's and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
possession of the propertyfies descrbed herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13({4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of
the said Rules on the date mentionad each against account,
The Borrower's /Guarantor/Mortagagor's attention is invited to provision of sub-setion (8) of section 13 of the Act in respect of time available to redeem
the secured assets, The borrower!s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the propertyfies and any dealing with the
property/ies will be subject to the charge of Punjab National Bank for the amount and interest theraon.

(Amount in Rs.)

g1 [TeMncof LU Anoeking Cl;l.rtnher Description of the i Pnns:mgirnn ﬂuflsTa‘:l"ll::ﬁ;‘tg
No Borrower/Branch [ of the property mortgaged Demand Notice as o date of
; Account No. property Notice Affixed |Demand Notice
\ |3 M/s. Guru Kripa Sri Kumar |(1) EM of vacant land situated at Mauza: Talibpur, Pargana: |04.07.2023| 09.11.2023 | ¥ 2,63,36,766
Enterprises Ravl Ranjan |Gyaspur, Sub Division & Sub Registry Office, Anchal and (Rupees Two
BRANCH: Barh Yadvendu & | Thana Barh, Sadar Registry Office and Distt_: Patna, Thana crore sixty three
(0569), Patna Sri Kumar [MNo: 5?’._Wan:| [*Jﬂ : 23, Khata No.: 34, Khesra No.: 398, Area; lakh thirty six
Alc No.: Ravi Raj EEﬁD:zc_:lma{ '-.H:S:Ici ..'E::ale DEEF!ECI f':lﬂﬁ SE:!II'EI' d"?tedd: Ea_ﬂﬂ-fﬂs'ﬂl [hhnurf;n?j sqlaa;en
pertaining to Sr Kumar Ravi Ranjan Yadvendu ri undred sixty
R R DO L o AHEVaa Kumar Ravi Raj Yadvendu, Boundary - Morth: Niz Man gix only) and
& 0569001L00000010 Mokira & Krishna Mohan Singh, South: Shyam Niwas & interast thereon

othars, East Shyam Sonar, West: Dagar, (2) RM of Land and Building situated at Mauza: Kazichak, Gulab Bagh, NH:31, B.5.: Barh, Ward No.: 24,
Thana MNo.: 57, Khata No.: 33 & 26, Tauzi No. 7929, Khesra No. 421 & 423, Barh, Patna, Area: 4.6875 Decimal Vide Sale Deed No. 434 dated:
23.01.2014 pertaining to Sri Kumar Ravi Ranjan Yadvendu & Sri Kumar Ravi Raj Yadvendu.

2. | M/s. Santosh Bartan | Sri Uttam |EM of Land situated at Mauza: Daulatpur Chondi, Pargana: |24.08.2022]| 09.11.2023 | T 13,86,775
Dukan (Prop.: Sri Kumar Gyaspur, Sub Division & Sub Registry Office, Anchal and {Rupees
Santoash Kumar) So. S Thana Barh, Sadar Registry Office and Distt.; Fatna, Tauzi Thirteen lakh

ERAMNCH: Barh Brijnandan |No.:8104, Thana No..: 58, Jamindari: Bihar Sarkar, KhataNo.: gighty six
(0569), Patna Prazar 138, Khesra Mo.: 528, Area: 3.125! Decimal Vide Sale Deed thousand seven
Ale No.: Mo, 51?’5 ::jlatad: 05.09.2012 pertaining to Sri Utl.a!m Kumar hundred seventy
0569008700010457 S/o. SriBrijna ndan Prasad, Boundary:- Norith:  Singeshwar five only) and
Paswan, South: Miz, Easl: Rasta, Wesl: Khesra No.: 528, interest thereon

3 M/s. Shree Guru Smt. Sujata |Mortgage of Shop no, 4 on Ground Floor measuring area |07.09.2023| 13.11.2023 | T 64,34,668.88
Kirpa Oil Traders Tibrewal 184 =gft. of super built area including proportionate share in {Rupess Sixty
(Prop.: Sri Ashish Wio. Sri  |common area and land in Laxmi Narayan Tower, Thana No.. four lakh thirty

Tibrewal) Ashish 05, Tauzi Mo.: 244, Khata Mo.: 55, 5.Plot Mo.: 5144517 Circle four thousand
BRANCH: Gandhi Tibrewal  |MNe.: 8A, Ward No.. 248 (N), Holding No.: 3054/204 (N), six hundred
Nagar (3869), Patna Mauza: Prithvipur, Sub & Sadar Registry Office and Distt.: sixly eight and

Ale N ’, Patna within the Jurisdiction of Patna Municipal Corporation gighty eight
ki vide Deed No. 25646 dated: 19.10.2010 in the name of Smit. paisa only) and
3869008700010871 Sujata Tibrewal Wio. Sri Ashish Tibrewal, Boundary of interest thereon
Shop:= North: Shop Mo.: 6, South: Shop Mo.: 2, East: B feet
passage thersafter Shop No.: 3, West: Open space of the
Apariment.

Date : 13.11.2023

{Authorised Officer)
Punjab National Bank

Place : Patna
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I THECITY

LAND IN BURARI THEY LIVE ON MIRED IN LEGAL DISPUTE

Residents take to streets to protest

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 13

HUNDREDS OF residents from
Jharoda Majra in Northwest
Delhi’s Burari blocked GT Karnal
Road Monday to protest against
eviction and demolition orders
issued by the Delhi government’s
Land and Building department.

Identifying the residents as
“encroachers”, the order cited
the Delhi High Court’s directions
and directed the residents to va-
cate the property/premises by
November 19 so demolitions
could take place the following
day. It further warned that “if the
property/land is not vacated and
handed over within the stipu-
lated time period, the occu-
pants/encroachers will be solely
responsible for any damage to
the goods lying in said land after
the start of demolition”.

The land in question, two
acres, where there are around
1,000 homes now has been
mired in a legal dispute for
decades — a fact residents
claimed they were unaware of.

The land owner in the case,
Shobhat Ram, migrated from
Montgomery (now Sahiwal dis-
trict) in Pakistan to Delhi in 1947
and sought alternate land under
the Displaced Person (Compe-
nsation and Rehabilitation) Actin
1954. While he received some
land in Punjab Khor as partial sat-

Residents blocked the GT Karnal Road, Monday. Abhinav Saha

isfaction of his claim, a balance of
2 acres and 11 agricultural units
remained unallocated. In 1961,
this land was granted to his son
Ram Chander in Jharoda Majra.
Chander then petitioned the
court, arguing that the land was
too remote for his family to main-
tain and that he never gained
physical possession of it. In 1995,
the Burari allocation was can-
celled and a different parcel of
land was allotted in Mehrauli.
Chander got the land mutated in
his name and began farming.
However, the Mehrauli allocation

Najma Akhtar’s term
ends, Eqbal Hussain
now acting Jamia VC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

JAMIA MILLIA Islamia Pro Vice-
Chancellor Egbal Hussain took
over as the university’s officiat-
ing V-C on Monday, as the
tenure of Najma Akhtar, who is
the first woman to have held the
post, has ended.

Hussain will serve as the act-
ing V-C till the time an appoint-
ment is made to the post by the
Visitor of the University, an offi-
cial statement said.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Akhtar said, “The experi-
ence of being the V-C of Jamia
was beyond my imagination.
During my tenure, my significant
achievements include giving
promotions to faculty members,
high-rise expansion of the cam-
pus, and the attainment of a
Medical College. We have also
managed to attain a good rank-
ing in the NIRF and NAAC accred-
itation for the university.”

Akhtar, who assumed office
in 2019 and her tenure ended
after she turned 70 this year,
said she would continue to “do
her duty and serve the commu-
nity and country”.

“One does not have tobe an
official to do good deeds for this
country,” Akhtar added, stating
that she is yet to make a deci-
sion on her next role.

Meanwhile, the varsity, in
its statement, noted: “He
(Hussain) highlighted how the
university attained new
heights under the leadership of
Prof Najma Akhtar reflected in
the NAAC and NIRF perform-
ance. He noted that JMI is the
3rd top-ranked university in
the country in the NIRF 2023
with Grade A++ by the NAAC.”

The university stated that

Najma Akhtar is the first
woman to hold the post

was cancelled in 1999 and the
Burari allocation reinstated. In
2016, Chander’s grandson, Neeraj,
filed a writ petition contending
his family had still not received
possession of the 2 acres in Burari.
According to residents, they
had purchased land from local
agriculturists and settled in the
areaas farbackas 1985. Amonth
ago, they said the Land and
Building Department began put-
ting up eviction notices.
Gautam Nand Shah (57), a
shopping bag manufacturer, said
he has lived in the area since

1997. “We were caught off guard
(by the notices). We knew a case
had been going on since 1999
but didn’t know our houses
came within that land,” he said.
Court documents reveal or-
ders to evict trespassers and re-
gain possession were issued in
2019.The Land and Building de-
partment sought extensions but
residents claim they did not no-
tify them until a month ago.
“We have government con-
nections for electricity and water
in our houses. Didn’t they know
then that there was a legal dis-

TowARDS HOME

A massive rush was witnessed at the New Delhi railway station as passengers wait to board
trains to their home towns ahead of the Chhath Puja festival, Monday. Prem Nath Pandey

demolition orders: ‘Lived here for yrs’

pute?” said BB Singh (57), a for-
mer MTNL employee.

Residents appealed against
their eviction earlier this year,
but the High Court did not grant
a stay order.

Inthe meantime, Neeraj fileda
contempt petition in the High
Court, represented by Advocate
Varun Phogaat, over his land. The
High Court set a deadline of
October 13 for the Land and
Building Department to complete
demarcation and hand over pos-
session. On November 9, residents
woke up to fresh eviction notices.

Shah said, “We’ll fight them
tooth and nail.”

According to Jharoda Majra
councillor and High Court ad-
vocate Gagan Choudhary, “We
plan on going to the High Court
on November 16 for a stay or-
der. According to the law, if a
piece of government land goes
unclaimed for over 20 years,
then it goes to the occupier.
People have been living here for
the last 30-35 years.”

He also alleged Neeraj and
the Land and Building depart-
ment concealed from the courts
that settlements had come up
on the contested land as far
back as 1985.

The Indian Express reached
out to Neeraj and his family
through their lawyer, who did
not comment on the case. The
Land and Building Department
was not available for comment.

Hussain has assured the outgo-
ing Vice-Chancellor that he
would leave no stone unturned
to uphold the interests of the in-
stitution both in academic and
administrative matters.

The statement further said,
“Consequent upon the comple-
tion of tenure of Prof. Najma
Akhtar as Vice Chancellor, Jamia
Millia Islamia, on November 12,
2023, Prof Egbal Hussain, Pro-
Vice Chancellor, JMI, shall dis-
charge the duties of officiating
vice chancellor, Jamia Millia
[slamia, in accordance with
Statute 2(6) read with Statute 4
(2) of Jamia Millia Islamia
Act, 1988, with effect from
November 13, 2023 (forenoon)
tilla new vice chancellor, JMI, as-
sumes the charge of the Office of
the Vice Chancellor.”

Hussain was appointed the
Pro V-C of the university in
September this year. He started
his teaching career with National
Law School of India University,
Bengaluru, in June 1990 and
joined JMI in February 1994.
He also taught at Zanzibar
University, Zanzibar, Tanzania,
between April 2002 and March
2005. He was promoted to the
post of professor at JMI on
September 23, 2013.

3 cr bottles sold in 18 days: Liquor
sales see major boost this Diwali

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 13

DELHIITES APPEAR to have
stocked up on alcohol ahead of
Diwali, with liquor sales having
almost doubled this year as com-
pared to 2022.

As per data from the excise
department, 3.04 crore liquor
bottles were sold in the last 18
days leading up to Diwali
amounting to sales worth Rs
525.84 crore. In the same period
before the festival last year, 2.11
crore bottles were sold.

Sales skyrocketed leading up
to the festival: On Friday (2 days
before) 18,89,969 bottles were
sold as opposed to 15,04,000 last
year. On Saturday (1 day before),
27.83,175 liquor bottles were sold,
compared to 19,39,594 in 2022.

In anticipation of Diwali and
other festivals this week, includ-
ing Chhath and Govardhan Puja,
officials said Delhiites seem to
have hit the vends. “Sales during

FESTIVE SALE

Day before Diwali| 19,39,594 | 27,83,175 ¥53.89cr
Total sales” | 2,11,62,676 | 3,04,93,132 ‘ X525.84cr

*(over 18-day period prior to the festival)

this period increase due to the
ongoing festival season and dry
days. October and November
usually have a large number of
dry days. So, the average per day
sale increases...,” said an official.

FrROM A StALL IN CHANDNI CHOWK TO A MAJOR BRAND

Kedarnath Aggarwal, man who gave Delhi taste of Bikaner sweets, dies

UDBHAV SETH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 13

A LITTLE after Independence,
two brothers from Rajasthan’s
Bikaner made their way to
Delhi, selling bhujia and rasgul-
las out of buckets in the hope of
winning over the people of an-
other, bigger city with their
family recipes. Soon, they es-
tablished a stall in Chandni
Chowk, which eventually grew

into a behemoth of sweets and
namkeen: Bikanervala. One
half of the sibling duo, Lala
Kedarnath Aggarwal, died
Monday. He was 86.

His death “marked the end
of an era that has enriched
palates and touched countless
lives,” shared Bikanervala in a
statement.

The brand Bikanervala
has seen several phases, start-
ing from Bikaner Namkeen
Bhandar established by

Epﬂper..nelss.cnm

Aggarwal’s fatherin 1905 in the

Rajasthan town.
As the country attained
Independence, senior

Aggarwal’s sons, Kedarnath and
Satyanarayan, decided to take
the family recipes to Old Delhi
with the desire to expand their
business out of the desert state.
Following a laborious, almost-
cinematic journey of finding
their feet in the country’s capi-
tal, the brothers established a
stall in Chandni Chowk’s

Lala Kedarnath Aggarwal
passed away on Monday at
the age of 86

In anticipation of festivals
this week, officials said
Delhiites have stocked up
on alcohol. Archive

Peak festival season this year
started on October 20, with four
days of Durga Puja celebrations;
the month also had three dry
days on Gandhi Jayanti,
Dussehra, and Valmiki Jayanti.
This festive season, liquor sales
have so far brought in 525.84
crore for the excise department.

The average sale this year has
increased to 17,93,714 bottles in
comparison to last year when it
was 12,44,863.

Parathewali Gali, giving it the
name: Bikaner Bhujia Bhandar.

By 1968, when Aggarwal’s
son, and the Bikanervala group's
current managing director,
Shyam, joined the business, the
sweet shop’s footprint had ex-
panded to other parts of Delhi,
including Karol Bagh.

This expansion was enabled
by a new factory on Lawrence
Road. In the 1980s, to counter
western food products in India,
the sweet shop expanded to
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IN S INSTANCES, MONEY ISSUED AFTER COURT ORDERS

Green cess collected by Delhi
, govt spent 7 times in 8 years

JATINANAND
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

OVER THE eight years that it
collected the Environment
Compensation Charge (ECC), the
Delhi government only dis-
bursed funds from the green cess
on seven occasions of which five
instances were the consequence
of court orders, data accessed by
The Indian Express shows.
According to government
records related to ECC collection
and usage, of the approximately
Rs 1,491 crore collected by the
government from November
2015 till July 2023, as much as
around Rs 780 crore was sanc-
tioned after court directions for
large infrastructural projects.
While just around Rs 60 lakh
was disbursed for expenses at
the request of other depart-
ments in Delhi from the corpus,
an estimated balance of Rs 709
crore, which constitutes the rest
of it, is lying unutilised.
The Delhi government did not
offer a response on the matter.
The ECC has been collected
since the midnight of November
6,2015, and isimposed on com-
mercial vehicles entering the city

BALANCE SHEET

B ECC collected from
Nov 2015 till July 2023:

31,491 CR(APPROX.)

H No. of times it was
utilised till date: 7

B Total amount utilised
till date:

3781 CR(APPROX.)

M Total amount utilised
at court directions:

3780 CR (APPROX.)

B Total amount utilised
atrequests from other
departments:

360 LAKH (APPROX.)

H Balance amount:
X709 CR (APPROX.)

alongside toll tax. The decision
to implement the charge was
taken after it was found that
emissions from automobiles
were responsible for the bulk of
the particulate matter (PM)load
that pollutes Delhi’s air.
According to government

City sees slight dip in
fatal accidents this yr

Officials cite stringent deployment and
checking of vehicles at crucial junctions

MARGINAL DIP

NO. OF FATALROAD
ACCIDENTSTILLOCT 31

ICLECEN IR

1,141 1,197

TOTAL ACCIDENTS

2019 4 5,610
2020 4178
2021 s 4,720
20'2'2"'.'."..".'.'.'.'.'.'T.'."'..'..'.'.:."5','6"5'2'
FATAL ACCIDENTS

2019 1,433
20200 1,163
2021 1,206
S B
PERSONS KILLED

2019 pum 1,463
2020mm 49 1163
2021gm 1,206
2022mm 1,461

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

THE NUMBER of fatal accidents
that took place this year has seen
an over 4% reduction as com-
pared to last year, according to
data. The number of persons
killed inaccidents has also seena
3%decreasein 2023 as compared
t02022, the data further revealed.
According to official data
based on road crash analysis re-
leased by the Delhi Traffic Police,
in 2019, 1,433 fatal accidents
claimed 1,463 lives and led to
5,152 persons being injured. In
2020, the number of fatal acci-
dents reduced to 1,163.
“Notably, the number of fe-
male casualties decreased and
the total number of injuries de-
clinedin2020.1n 2021, the trend
continued with 1,206 fatal acci-
dents, lowering the death toll. In
2022, while fatal accidents
slightly increased to 1,428, the
number of persons killed was
1,461,” said the analysis report.
Officers attributed the im-
provement in the situation to
better reporting and awareness
of accidents, allowing authori-
ties to address issues proactively.
Meanwhile, a comparison of

other parts of the country. By this
time, the business’s third name,
a callback to its roots, had as-
sumed recognition in Delhi:
Bikanervala, literally meaning
‘from Bikaner.’

The fourth and final name
came with the next successorin
the family, Manish, who over-
saw the group’s international
brand, Bikano, being launched
in 1988. The group entered into
a partnership with PepsiCo’s
brand ‘Leher’ and opened a new

fortnightly data by the traffic po-
lice revealed a mixed trend. In
2023, there was a slightincrease
in the number of fatal accidents
during the early months of the
year — January and February —
as compared to the same period
in 2022.

However, as the year pro-
gressed, the number of fatal ac-
cidents in 2023 began to de-
crease, particularly during the
second quarter — April to June.

Stated the report: “Conversely,
the number of persons killed in
2023 remained relatively consis-
tent or decreased slightly com-
pared to 2022, indicating that the
severity of accidents might have
been lower. Notably, the second
quarter of 2023 witnessed a re-
duction in both fatal accidents
and persons killed.”

A senior traffic police officer
said that the reductionis aresult
of stringent deployment and
checking of vehicles, especially at
crucial junctions during the night
time, for cases of drunken driv-
ing, one of the most common
reasons for increase in accidents.

“Increase in the number of
road safety workshops and traf-
fic signages on the roads have
also contributed to the de-
crease,” said the officer.

manufacturing plant in
Faridabad. Bikano Chat Cafés
have been another venture, sell-
ing fast food along with regular
sweets and namkeens. Over the
last two years, the group has
launched a hotel in Hyderabad,
and opened a new plant there,
as well as one in Greater Noida.

On his father’s death, Shyam
Aggarwal shared in a statement,
“[His] departure is not justaloss
to Bikanervala; it’s a void in the
culinary landscape. His vision

data, the first disbursement from
the corpus was for anamount of
over 90 lakh for creation of Radio
Frequency Identification (RFID)
infrastructure in the city in 2016.

After this, Rs 15 lakh and Rs
43 lakh were sanctioned for the
improvement of road infrastruc-
ture and deployment of civil de-
fence volunteers at the Sardar
Patel Margin the years 2018 and
2019, respectively.

The firstlarge payment made
from the fund, amounting to
around Rs 6 crore, was for the
Hydrogen-enriched Compressed
Natural Gas (HCNG) project in
the capital to the Indian Oil
Corporationin 2019 towhich an-
other installment of Rs 9 crore
was sanctioned in 2020 — both
as per court orders.

Payments of Rs 265 crore in
2019 and Rs 500 crore in 2023
were made to the National Capital
Region Transport Corporation
(NCRTC) for the implementation
of the Regional Rapid Transit
System project. Apart from the ex-
penses related to SPM Marg, the
others were at court directions.

As part of the measure, light
commercial vehicles are charged
Rs 700 while three-axle vehicles
and above are charged Rs 1,300.

CBI nabs cop
for ‘accepting
bribe’ from staff
of jailed Pearls
Group founder

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

THE CBI arrested a Delhi Police
sub-inspector Monday for al-
legedly accepting a bribe of Rs
4.5 lakh from an employee of
Pearls Group founder Nirmal
Singh Bhangoo, an accused in a
Rs 45,000-crore Ponzi scam, in
lieu of “notimplicating” the lat-
ter’s daughter and son-in-law
in the case.

“We laid a trap and arrested
Sub-Inspector Rajesh Yadav,
posted at Barakhamba (Road)
police station, when he was re-
ceiving the bribe on the instruc-
tions of Sub-Inspector Varun
Chichi, posted at the same po-
lice station,” a statement froma
spokesperson of the CBI read.

In a complaint to the CBI,
Bhangoo’s employee alleged
that Chichi demanded Rs 25
lakh from him for not arresting
and implicating the jailed
Pearls Group founder’s daugh-
ter and son-in-law in the case
against him.

“He made the demand
around 10-12 days ago when the
complainant had gone to
Barakhamba police station to
give medicines to MD Bhangoo,
who was brought there from
Tihar jail,” according to the
spokesperson.

“It was also alleged that the
said sub-inspector agreed to ac-
cepta part payment of Rs 5 lakh
out of Rs 25 lakh from the com-
plainant. On the day of the illicit
transaction, the CBI laid a trap
and caught Yadav receiving Rs
4.5 lakh from the complainant
on the directions of Chichi,” the
spokesperson said.

The agency is looking for
Chichi and said investigation is
on. It also conducted searches
on the premises of both sub-in-
spectors.

Bhangoo and three others
were arrested by the CBI in
January 2016 in connection with
the alleged swindling of Rs
45,000 crore from over 5 crore
investors who were lured with
attractive land deals.

and leadership will forever guide
our culinary journey.”

In a statement, Radhey
Mohan Aggarwal, Bikanervala
group’s director and Aggarwal’s
eldest son, noted: “As we bid
farewell to a legend, we
carry forward his legacy with a
deep sense of responsibility.
Bikanervala will continue to be
a reflection of his values — a
place where every dish tells a
story and every customer is part
of our extended family.”
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SCHEME LAUNCH ON ‘JANJATIYA GAURAV DIVAS’ IN JHARKHAND

PMto launch Rs 24,000-cr scheme

for vulnerable tribal groups tomorrow

Will keep all promises,
it is my guarantee: PM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 14

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
will launch a Rs 24,000-crore
scheme aimed at holistic devel-
opment of Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTG) on the occa-
sion of 'Janjatiya Gaurav Divas'on
November 15 in Jharkhand. The
scheme will focus on the delivery
of 11 interventions under nine
ministries for 75 PVTGs.

The mission was first an-
nounced during the budget
2023-24 and is being launched
ahead of the Assembly elections
in MP and Chhattisgarh.

Both the states have a signif-
icant tribal population, with the
Census 2011 pegging the ST pro-
portion in MP and Chhattisgarh
at 21.1% and 30.6% respectively.

The PVTGs are the more vul-
nerable communities among
tribal groups and they usually have
distinctive culture, live in geo-
graphical isolation, and are shy of
contact with other communities.

The scheme is meant to satu-
rate the scattered, remote and in-
accessible habitations of the
PVTGs with facilities such as
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PM Narendra Modi in Barwani district on Monday. P11

roads, telecom connectivity, elec-
tricity, safe housing, clean drink-
ing water and sanitation, im-
proved access to education,
health and nutrition, and sustain-
able livelihood opportunities.
The 75 PVTGs, with a popu-
lation of about 28 lakh, live in
22,544 villages across 18 states
and Union Territories in India.
The norms of certain
schemes will be relaxed to cover
these remote habitations.
Inaddition to the 11 interven-
tions, saturation of other govern-
ment schemes such as PMJAY
health insurance scheme, the
Sickle Cell Disease Elimination

-
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DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

VocAL FORrR LocAL

UNION MINISTER of State for Science Dr Jitendra Singh cele-
brated Diwali at home this year. A day before the festival, he
inaugurated a school in the far-flung village of Massu that falls
under his Udhampur constituency. On returning to Jammu
on Diwali, the minister ensured that he was vocal for local. He
and his neighbours in Jammu decorated their homes with
20,000 diyas made by local self-help groups.

CAMPUS MYSTERY

THE UNIVERSITY Grants Commission (UGC) finally notified
the framework under which foreign universities will now be
allowed to set up international branch campuses in India. Last
week, the application portal went live. However, the
Commission has, until this date, been tight-lipped about the
foreign universities that have been in touch with itand shown
interestin entering India. Itis learnt that apart from Australia's
Western Sydney University (which announced its India plans
a little over a week ago), at least three others are (informally)
in talks with the UGC, exploring options and potential sites
for their India campuses. Among these three, one is from
Australia, and another from Italy.

Kerala disaster relief fund ‘misuse’:
Lokayukta rejects case against CM

Thiurvananthapuram: Afullbench
of Kerala Lokayukta Monday re-
jected a case registered against
CM Pinarayi Vijayanand 17 previ-
ous Cabinet ministers over al-
leged nepotism and anomalies in
releasing aid from the Chief
Minister’s Distress Relief Fund

during the previous Left
Democratic Front (LDF) regime.
The case filed in 2018 had led
to resignation of KT Jaleel, a min-
ister,in 2021.In 2022, a Bill to limit
the powers of Kerala Lokayukta
was passed by the House, which
awaits the Governor’sassent. ENS

programme, TB Elimination pro-
gramme, 100% childhood immu-
nisation, PM Surakshit Matrutva
to ensure free of cost antenatal
care to all women, PM Matru
Vandana Yojana for cash benefit
to mothers, PM Poshan, and PM
Jan Dhan Yojana.

The government's tribal push
comes in the midst of the ruling
BJP's desperate attempts to woo
the tribal votes in the poll bound
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh
and Rajasthan. In 2018, the BJP
had faced a huge setback in the
tribal-dominated areas of all
these states. MP and parts of
Chhattisgarh are voting on Friday.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RAIPUR, BHOPAL,NOV 13

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
on Monday hit out at the
Congress over corruption as well
as neglect of the Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) and said the
countdown for its exit from
power in Chhattisgarh had be-
gun, while in adjoining Madhya
Pradesh he sought to woo tribals
and asked voters to be wary of the
promises made by the rival party:.

Modi addressed three elec-
tion rallies in a day — two in
Chhattisgarh and one in Madhya
Pradesh — in support of his
party's candidates as campaign-
ing for the November 17 polls in
these states reached its
crescendo.

The campaigning ends on
November 15 evening.

Speaking at rallies in Mungeli
and Mahasamund districts in
Chhattisgarh, where 70 assem-

bly seats will vote in the second
and last phase of polling on
Friday, the PM said the Congress’s
only aim was to loot Chhattisgarh
and fill its own coffers.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel’s son, other kin, as well as
officials had destroyed the
Congress-ruled state by acting as
“super CM”, he claimed.

The Congress had notimple-
mented reservations for OBCs
despite being in power from
“panchayat to Parliament” for
several years since
Independence, Modi said at the
rally in Mungeli.

From Chhattisgarh, the PM
travelled to Madhya Pradesh
where he addressed a rally in
tribal-dominated Barwani
district. The PM said the
Congress can even promise to
build a “castle of gold” to win
elections anyhow. “All promises
I made to you will be fulfilled.
This is my guarantee,” PM Modi
said at Barwani.

TMC leader shot, one ‘assailant’

SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 13

A 43-YEAR-OLD Trinamool
Congress panchayat memberwas
shot dead by motorcycle-borne
persons when he was on his way
to alocal mosque in Bamangachi
village in the Jaynagar area of West
Bengal’s South 24 Parganas dis-
trictin the early hours of Monday,
police said.

The incident triggered ten-
sion in the area and an angry
mob lynched a man, identified
as Sahabuddin Laskar, whom
they suspected of having com-
mitted the crime before setting
on fire 20-25 houses belonging
to CPIM workers and support-
ers. It was alleged that the rul-
ing party supporters were be-
hind the unrest. Another person
they attacked is under treat-
mentina hospital, officials said.

The deceased, Saifuddin
Lashkar, also the party’s area
president, was husband of

Atorched house in Jaynagar, South 24 Parganas. Express

the Bamangachi panchayat
pradhan. “Saifuddin was shot at
around 5 am when he was go-
ing to offer prayers at the local
mosque. We have found in our
preliminary probe that a total of
five people came on two bikes
and opened fire at him. He col-
lapsed on the road after a bullet
hit him on the shoulder. He was
taken to the hospital in a critical
condition and was declared
brought dead by doctors," said a

police officer.

Local residents rushed to the
spot after hearing the gunshots
and took Saifuddin, who was ly-
ing in a pool of blood, to the
Padmerhat rural hospital in
Jaynagar block, it is learnt.

Following the unrest, a large
police contingent was rushed to
the spot to bring the situation
under control and several fire
tenders were engaged to douse
the fire.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

India asks UK for details on
suspects, aides involved in
violence at London Mission

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER13

INDIA HAS sought from author-
ities in the UK evidence against
suspects who were involved in
the violence at the Indian High
Commissionin Londonduringa
pro-Khalistan protest on March
19. The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has made arequest
under the Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty (MLAT) to au-
thorities in the UK, asking them
to share specific details of the
suspects and their aides.
Inarelated development, the
NIA has prepared a separate pro-
posal, seeking details from the
US on those who targeted the

Indian Consulate in San
Francisco on July 2.
Sources in the Union

Ministry of Home Affairs said
that after visiting the UK and col-
lecting several pieces of evi-
dence, the NIA got some crucial
leads about the March 19 vio-
lence. “To get more details re-
lated with the case, a set of 24
queries have been sent under the
MLAT in which it has been asked
about the protest, organisers of
the protest, their credentials,
their permission,” a source said.

Under the MLAT, either
country can approach the other
for collecting evidence against
an accused.

In April, the MHA had di-
rected the NIA tofile afresh case

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with UK Foreign
Secretary David Cameron on the latter’s first day in office. P11

in connection with the London
protests after preliminary inves-
tigation pointed to a terror link
involving Pakistan’s ISI. The min-
istry had also directed Delhi
Police, which had registered an
FIR under the UAPA, to hand over
the probe to the NIA.

In May, an NIA team visited
the UK and collected crucial ev-
idence, including CCTV footage.
Days after returning to India,
they released five videos of the
violence, asking the general pub-
lic to help identify the suspects
who tried to vandalise the High
Commission. The agency re-
ceived more than 1,050 calls in
response, sources said.

Another official said that the
Research and Analysis Wing
(R&AW) also helped the NIA
probe team to identify the sus-
pects. “The NIA hasidentified 15
attackers issued a Look Out
Circular against some of them,”

an official said.

In the FIR, complainant Kiran
Kumar Vasant Bhosale, assistant
personnel and welfare officer at
the High Commission, men-
tioned names of three persons —
Avtar Singh alias Khanda,
Gurcharan Singh and Jasvir Singh.
“Khanda died in Birmingham in
June,” an official said.

The NIA questioned Waris
Punjab De chief Amritpal Singh
and nine of his associates in
Assam’s Dibrugarh jail in connec-
tion with the UK incident after it
was found they were in touch
with Khanda.

Meanwhile, in connection
with the protest in San Francisco,
an NIA team visited the US in
August. “We have identified
some attackers with the help of
CCTV footage and opened Look
Out Circular against some of
them. We are preparing queries
for MLAT,” said an official.

Focus on Indo-Pacific, Rajnath
holds talks with UK counterpart

PRESS TRUSTOF INDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh Monday held a telephonic
conversation with his British
counterpart Grant Shapps, fo-
cusing on ways to develop
deeper India-UK cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific region.

The defence ministry said
Singh and Shapps reviewed the
ongoing bilateral defence engage-
ments and discussed possible co-
operation in new domains.

“Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh held a telephonic conver-
sation with UK Secretary of State
for Defence Grant Shapps on
November 13. Both ministers dis-

Free trips to Ayodhya, hike in farm aid: Shah
vows to upgrade MP from ‘Bemisaal to best’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHOPAL, NOVEMBER 13

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah Monday said if the BJP re-
tains power in Madhya Pradesh,
its government will arrange for
people from the state ‘darshan’ at
the Ram temple in Ayodhya. “lam
saying there will be the consecra-
tion of Lord Ram'sidol in Ayodhya
(Uttar Pradesh) on January 22,
2024,” he told a rally in Sironj
Assembly seat of Vidisha district.

Asking those gathered at the
rally not to spend money to visit
Ayodhya to offer prayers at the
newly constructed temple of Lord
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah in Guna, Monday. P11

Ram, the senior BJP leader said:
“Don’t spend money... If the BJP
governmentis formed in Madhya
Pradesh, it will gradually arrange
for darshan of Lord Ram in Ayo-

SC expunges Gauhati High Court remarks
against judge in NIA case decided by him

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 12

THE SUPREME Court has ex-
punged certain “adverse observa-
tions” made by the Gauhati High
Court against one of its judges
while reversing ajudgment deliv-
ered by himin his earlier capacity
as Special NIA court judge.
“Having heard learned senior
counsel, we are of the opinion that
the adverse observations against
the petitioner as contained in
paragraphs 130,190, 191,192,193,
194 and 233 and in any other rel-
evant portion of the order are
treated as expunged and shall not
be held against the petitioner in
any manner,” a bench of Justices
AS Bopanna and PS Narasimha

said in its November 10 order.

The court also clarified that
“dehors the said observations
which are expunged, the order/
judgment would remain in force,
to be considered on its merits, if
it arises subsequently in any
other case.”

The petition, filed through ad-
vocate Somiran Sharma, con-
tended that “the observations/
remarks were not necessary for
deciding the appeal and render-
ing theimpugned judgment and
therefore ought to have been
avoided”. “The remarks have
deeply hurt the petitioner’s rep-
utation before his colleagues,
lawyers and litigants and is dis-
turbing his peace of mind besides
affecting him in discharging his
judicial duties with calm and

Epﬂper..ne'ss.cnm

confidence. The remarks canalso
adversely affect the petitioner’s
career in future,” said the plea.
The plea pointed out the SC
hadina 2001 ruling said, “The ex-
istence of power in higher eche-
lons of judiciary to make observa-
tions even extending to criticism
incorporated in judicial orders
cannot be denied, however, the
High Courts have to remember
that criticisms and observations
touching a subordinate judicial of-
ficer incorporated in judicial pro-
nouncements have their own
mischievous infirmities. Firstly,
the judicial officer is condemned
unheard, which is violative of
principles of natural justice...
Secondly, the harm caused by
such criticism or observation may
be incapable of being undone.

Thirdly, human nature being what
itis, such criticism of a judicial of-
ficer... gives the litigating party a
sense of victory not only over his
opponent but also over the Judge
who had decided the case against
him. This is subversive of judicial
authority of the deciding Judge.
Fourthly, seeking expunging of
the observations by a judicial of-
ficerby filing an appeal or petition
of hisownreduces himto the sta-
tus of a litigant arrayed as a party
before the HC or SC — a situation
not very happy from the point of
view of the functioning of the ju-
dicial system... The possibility of a
single or casual aberration of an
otherwise honest, upright and
righteous Judge being caught un-
awares in the net of adverse ob-
servations cannot be ruled out”.

dhya for people of the state one-

by-one.” He said this was part of

the BJP’s promises in the mani-
festo for the November 17 polls.
Targeting the
opposition
Congress,Shahsaid
“What is the guar-
antee of those who
do not have their
own guarantee?”
“In  Madhya
Pradesh,Rs 21,000
crore were de-
posited into the
bank accounts of
93 lakh farmers at the rate of Rs
6,000 per year... [ am telling you
today to elect a BJP gover-
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nment...This double engine gov-
ernment is going to take this Rs
6,000 toRs 12,000,” he said.
Shah also said medical treat-
ment is free up to Rs 5 lakh,
which will be increased up to
Rs 10 lakh, if the BJP comes to
power. Before the BJP govern-
ment in 2003, MP was led by
“Mr Bantadhar Digvijaya
Singh” who turned MP into a
Bimaru (laggard) state, he said.
TheBJP,inits 18 years of power
in MP, has pulled the state out
of Bimaru status and made it
“Bemisal (unparalleled)
Madhya Pradesh,” he said. In the
next five years, the BJP will turn MP
from “bemisaal tobest,” he added.

Why no probe against
Tomar son, asks Rahul

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHOPAL, NOVEMBER 13

CITING A purported video of a
Union Minister's son allegedly
speaking about financial trans-
actions running into crores of ru-
pees and other allegations re-
lated to the Shivraj Singh
Chouhan government, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Monday
said the Bharatiya Janata Party
had broken all records of corrup-
tion.

Speaking in Narela in Bhopal,
Rahul questioned why the ED,
CBI and the Income Tax depart-
ment had not begun a probe.

“The BJP has broken all
records of corruption. They have
a minister, his name is Tomar

and this video is of his son. He is
saying Rs 10 crore will go here,
Rs 20 crore there, 100 crore put
in the bank's account. Whose
money is he talking about? It is
the people's money,” Gandhi
alleged.

“All their ministers and the
chief minister are involved in cor-
ruption. Mahakal Lok corridor,
mid-day meal, Vyapam... the pat-
wari scam, sale of MBBS seats.
But (PM Narendra) Modi did not
conductany inquiry of the Shivraj
Singh Chouhan government. No
Income Tax, no CBI and no ED
probes them," he claimed.

The Union minister's son has
claimed the videois fake and has
also got an FIR registered against
unidentified persons in this con-
nection.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, UK Secy of State for
Defence Grant Shapps. File

cussed arange of defence and se-
curity issues with particular em-
phasis on the Indo-Pacific,” it said.

“They briefly reviewed the
ongoing engagements and dis-
cussed possible cooperation in
new domains,” the ministry said
in a statement.

Singh and Shapps explored
ways and means to develop
closer defence ties, it said.

“Grant Shappsinvited the de-
fence minister to visit the UK in
the near future. The defence min-
ister congratulated Shapps on his
appointment as the Secretary of
State for Defence,” it said.

Shapps was appointed as the
defence secretary in August, re-
placing Ben Wallace.

Later, in a post on social me-
dia platform X, Singh said he and
Shapps discussed a range of de-
fence and security related issues.

The phone conversation be-
tween Singh and Shapps came
amid the ongoing visit to the UK
by External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar.

Kanhaiya Lal was
killed by ‘BJP people’,
party now raising
issue for polls: Gehlot

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 13

RAJASTHAN CHIEF Minister
Ashok Gehlot has alleged that the
killers of Udaipur tailor Kanhaiya
Lal were “BJP people” and that
the BJP was raking up the issue to
whip up tensions ahead of the
November 25 elections in the
state, adding that “there are
many mysteries to the case.”
Gehlot’s remarks came as
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has repeatedly attacked the
Congress-led state government
and accused it of playing “vote-
bank politics” over Lal’s killing.
Lal was killed on June 28 last
year by two cleaver-wielding
men who accused him of insult-
ing Islam. The two men,
Mohammad Riyaz and Ghouse
Mohammad, also made a video
of the act and posted it online.
Talking to journalists in
Jodhpur on Sunday, Gehlot said
itwas “serious that the ones who
have been caught are BJP people.”
Earlier on Friday, a day after
PM Modi raised theissue atarally
in Udaipur, Gehlot said the ac-
cused in Lal's killing had been ar-
rested in a separate case “4-5
days” before the tailor was mur-
dered and were bailed out by BJP
members. Referring to Modi’s at-
tack on his government over the
issues, he said the PM was either
“misled” or “not briefed properly”.
“Who were the people who
had Kanhaiya Lal murdered? It

£ | Rajasthan
- { CM Ashok
’J..k,u:_j = Gehlot

was BJP people. He [Modi]| must
not have been briefed on this.
When they (the accused) were
taken to the police station4-5 days
before (Lal’s killing) in (another)
case, then it was the BJP people
who got them bail. Doesn’t he
know this? Then how can he
(Modi) speak?” Gehlot said.

“Prime Minister is a big post.
Either he has been misled by his
party people and has been given
incorrect reports and spoke such
objectionable language yester-
day (Thursday). Or maybe, he is
so worried about the (political)
atmosphere in Rajasthan that he
has become frustrated and is
speaking this kind of language,”
he said, adding the case was be-
ing “intentionally stretched” so
that the BJP can make an issue
out of it in the elections.

Terming Gehlot’s accusations
as baseless, BJP spokesperson
Laxmikant Bhardwaj said: “Such
a heinous crime took place
where terrorists were involved
and they even threatened to kill
the Prime Minister. The law and
orderisa CM'’s responsibility but
instead if he gives such a shame-
less, irresponsible and baseless
statement, then there cannot be
anything worse.”
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‘It could have been me’: Nightmare
for some is narrow escape for others

AVANEESHMISHRA
DEHRADUN, NOVEMBER13

The Uttarakhand tunnel collapse

RAJEEV DAS, a construction

e o b Dandalgaon __ THE TUNNEL

worker from Bengal, was about to ;

enter hisroom after his night shift ;‘gﬂfl IShSlzlplg) oSed to bel 4t.5 dka long.

when one of his colleagues started S’ s Nt
houtine franticall 1 the Silkyara side and 1.75 lfm from

SHOURING ahficatty. - | < the Dandalgaon (Barkot)side. O

It took him nearly a minute to S 5 dan 3 g?(on( i Elo )side. 1:1

realise that a part of the tunnel 't},i gy, V}mﬁ' i ulllberway “;Oesn 3

where he had been working until BLOCKED BY SGClO 3 zeﬁt(t)mne e;weersl.n

afew minutes ago had collapsed, DEBRIS ;Iilcf;rce(fl?;;)se 1 trn;;;l;is’g :‘l(())nr:l;nwal‘a

trapslz)lgrgl,Z%?Sgﬁgig&fgg&eg}l Silkyara__4 beyond the 260-metre mark

a frantic rescue mission. "We all

rushed toward the tunnel en- THE RELIEF

trance, about 300 metres from our

B Workers have access to | '
oxygen cylinders. Also being ' |
supplied with additional
oxygen through a pipe used
to supply water. A larger pipe
that supplies oxygen was
damaged in the collapse

temporary residence. Some went
to find JCB drivers, and others
searched for their friends on the
night shift. Initially, we thought it
might be aminor collapse,and be-
ganremoving the debris however
we could. But soon, we realised it
was a challenging search and res-
cue (mission)," Das said.
Herecalled there were around

M Food packets containing
chana and puffed rice also
being pushed through water

50-60 workers of which around pipe using pressure 3

10-20 were working closer to the : q".;

exit. Hence, they exited soon after . ] — LA

theshiftended. Theoneswhogot =~ == .

trapped were the40 who were in- i

side.Of those trapped, 15arefrom = : : _ :

Jharkhand, eight from Uttar Pra- e S e ] f e D

desh, five from Odisha, four from . . L1

Bihar, 3 from West Bengal, 2 each - y 2 &

from Uttarakhand and Assam, ; . S

and one from Himachal Pradesh. - |/ —— s
“The thought that it could | s, - <

have been me does not leave my A e O R < \

mind. We were working at the ex- THE RESCUE

act same spot where the collapse

happened,” Das said. The workers M Debris is being removed B To deal with the falling B Another option is also

have a 12-hour shift that changes by excavator machines debris, officials are using being explored - a

every 15 days. Those on the night and taken away by trucks. the shotcrete method, machine is coming

shift were to start their day shift Around 21 metres of loose under which soon after from Dehradun to drill a

onTuesday. debris was removed, but debris is removed, hole in the debris and
There were apprehensions some gains were reversed concrete is thrown at subsequently push a

about the structure’s strength. as more debris fell and the ceiling with high 900 mm steel pipe

"For the past two-three days, we reduced the excavation to pressure to stop more to evacuate those

have been feeling that perhaps, only 14 metres debris from falling trapped inside

the structure is not very strong.
Just a day before, when we were

Submit poll bond details by Nov 15: EC to parties

Move follows SC order to poll panel to produce updated data in two weeks

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

THE ELECTION Commission has
asked all political parties to sub-
mit details of donations received
through electoral bonds in a
sealed cover by 5 pm on
November 15.

The direction follows a
Supreme Court order to the
Election Commission to produce
updated data, till September 30,
2023, on contributions received
by political parties through the
electoral bonds scheme.

“All such parties, which have

MHA advised MEA to bring policy for

ever received any donation by
way of Electoral Bond(s), since
the inception of the Electoral
Bond Scheme, are to furnish the
details of all such donation(s)re-
ceived by them, by way of
Electoral Bond(s)till 30.09.2023,
along-with detailed particulars
of the donors against each bond;
the amount of each such bond
and the full particulars of the
credit received against each
bond, namely, the particulars of
the bank account to which the
account has been credited and
the date of each such credit,” the
EC had written on November 3.
A five-judge Constitution

bench of the Supreme Court gave
the EC two weeks to produce up-
dated datainaninterim order on
November 3, while hearing the
constitutional challenge to the
electoral bond scheme.

The bench headed by Chief
Justice of India DY Chandrachud
reserved its verdict after a three-
day hearing.

In April 2019, the Supreme
Court had passed a similar order
requiring the EC to furnish de-
tails of the electoral bonds re-
ceived by political parties in a
sealed envelope.

When it was pointed out to
the bench that the EC had only

submitted data pertaining to the
2019 Lok Sabha elections, the SC
expressed displeasure that the
poll panel had not maintained
updated data.

During the November 3
hearing, CJI Chandrachud told
the EC, “But we didn't freeze the
data which was to be main-
tained. You were to continue col-
lecting the data.”

The bench also observed that
the EC could have sought a clar-
ification from the court if it had
been any doubt.

The court then gave the com-
mission two weeks to submit
the revised data.

fresh passport after sex change, HC told

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

THE DELHI High Court was told
that the Ministry of Home Affairs
has suggested the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)to develop
apolicy for verifying the identity
of persons undergoing sex
change operation outside India
before issuing them new pass-
ports as their biometrics won't
change even after the surgery.
The court was hearing a
transgender woman’s plea

seeking reissuance of her pass-
port with revision of her details,
after a sex reassignment sur-
gery in the US. A single-judge
bench of Justice Subramonium
Prasad in its November 7 order
took note of two letters submit-
ted by Deputy Secretary
(Immigration) and MEA.

The MHA said it agrees with
the MEA’s comments and said
the matter hasbeen examined in
consultation with the field
agency and since biometrics
don’t change after such surger-
ies,a mechanism or policy may

KASTURBA HEALTH SOCIETY'S

be developed to verify the iden-
tity before issuing new passports.

The MEA also said the Bureau
ofImmigration(IVIHA) agreeswith
the MEA thatanew passport may
be issued over proper documents
and a clear police report. It sought
time to “examine the same with
different stakeholders”. The plea
is next listed on December 19.
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removing a lattice girder, we saw

some debris falling. On Saturday
night, a piece of concrete fell from
the roof. We informed our seniors.
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,H | MAHATMA GANDHI INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

Cordially invites you to a Public Lecture

PO. SEVAGRAM : WARDHA (MS) on

Recruitment for the post of Medical Physicist cum RS0

(Open-1 & SC-1). Incorporation of Sanskrit Texts in the Persiante World:
Qualification & Experience : Tha candidate must have M.5¢. in Medical Physics OR

From Al - Beruni to Dara Shikoh
MZc in Physics with Diploma in Radiological / Medical physics from BARC or from

AERB recognized university/institution with minimum 12 months of internship in a by

recognized radiation therapy department. Parson with 2 years' experience in the = H

Radiotherapy Department in a Medical College, will be preferred. He/' She should also Dr MOhSIn AII
Senior Fellow, PMML

have a Radiological Safety Officer (RS0) certificate.

1. Eligible candidates should submit the applications with the prescribed proforma Tuesday, 14 November 2023 at 3:00 pm
, :

Venue:

favailable on website: www.mgims.ac.in). withh photocopies of academic and
exparience certificates to the office of the Secretary, Kasturba Health Society,
sevagram Dist, Wardha — 442102, Maharashtra (email; secretaryoffice@

{ Rule-8(1)}

But before they could doanything,
y Vihing POSSESSION NOTICE ( For Immovable Property)

the incident happened,” Das said.

Shashi Chauhan, a mechani-
cal foreman at Navayuga
Engineering — the company
building the tunnel, said those
trapped inside panicked initially.
"But after continuous commu-
nication was established around
midnight, and food was pro-

Where as,

receipt of the said notice.

Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 and 9 of the said rules.

expenses and other expenses already incurred/to be incurred by the bank.

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Indian Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 (12) read with rule 8 and 9 of]
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice u/s 13(2) on the date noted against the account as
mentioned hereinafter calling upon the borrower(S) to repay the amount mentioning in the notice within 60 days from the date of|

The Borrower(S) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower(S) and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under

The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the
property will be subject to the charge of the Indian Bank (e-Allahabad Bank) or an amount and interest thereon. Along with legal

vided, they felt relaxed. There is 1.Name of the Branch CIRCUIT HOUSE GAYA

enough light and space inside.

Name of the Accounts/

M. Syea Zeya Ahmad S/o Late Sliaqlr Hussain & Mrs. Shahin Raizwi W/o M. Syea Zeya Klimaa,

. . At — Panchateya Akhara, Masjid Gali, River Side Road, Gaya — 823001
They also have walkie-talkies | f|Borrower Y : Y
. n . Name of the Proprietor/ 1. Md. Zaki Hussain S/o Syed Zeya Ahmed, At — Panchateya Akhara, Masjid Gali, River Side
and extra batteries," he said. Guarantor/Mortgagor Road, Gaya—823001

2. Mr. Syed ZeyaAhmad ,At—Panchateya Akhara, Masjid Gali, River Side Road, Gaya—-823001
— 01-00-2023

Secretary (Disaster Manage-
ment)Ranjit Sinha said they have
directed National Highways and
Infrastructure Development Cor-

utstanding as on
the demand notice:

S. upees Nine Lacs Fifty Five Thousand Four Hundred Nine Only) as on
along with Iegal and other expenses incurred & to be incurred by the bank.

Date of Possession Notice 08-11-2023

Detailed description of the

poration Ltd and contractors toin- Property

form the families of those trapped
that the situation was under con-

name of Mr. Syed Zeya Ahmad S/o Late Shaqir Hussain Mohalla — Panchayati Akhara, Ward No 1

deed): North: Farooki,South: Manna Mahto,East: Syed Raza Ahmad,West: House of Abbu Jair.

Registered mortgage ot land and building along with present and future construction thereon in the|

Old, Survey ward no 3, Present ward no 13, PS — Kotwali, Holding no — 997/158, Dist — Gaya,
Bihar,Khata No-140(0) 343(N),Plot No-7321 Part (O) 1540(N),Area-600 sqft, Bounded by (as per

Date :- 14.11.2023
Place :- Gaya

(Indian Bank)

Sd/-Authorised Officer,
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trol and the workers were safe.
DR. D. Y. PATIL VIDYAPEETH, PUNE

(DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY)

DR. D. Y. PATIL MEDICAL COLLEGE,
HOSPITAL & RESEARCH CENTRE, PIMPRI, PUNE

Accredited (3rd Cycle) by NAAC with a CGPA of 3.64 on four point scale at 'A++' Grade

NABH ACCREDITED HOSPITAL /| NABL ACCREDITED LABORATORIES
AN IS0 9001:2015 CERTIFIED UNIVERSITY

Dir. DY, Patil Medical College, Hospital & Research Centre is a constituent unit of Dr. DY, Patil Vidyapeeth, Pune and is very
well known for its state of the art nfrastructure, transplant surgeries, outreach programmes and its exceptional teaching
methodology in the field of medicine, with around 35 medical specialty departments. We are privileged to provide professional
traiming with 1ts main aim to give world class facilities to its patients, doctors and faculty members. Being situated in the heart
of the city and having a range of facilities, there is always a throng of patients, which gives the students enough exposure and
experience during their study with us. We are growimg multifold with medical tourism, IVF centre& Organ transplants that are
creating benchmarks,thus advancing towards accomplishing the dream of our visionary Chancellor Honorable Dr. P. D. Patil.

| We invite you to be a part of our growing team
» Professor P Associate Professor '

Anatomy, Radio-Diagnosis, General Surgery, Anatomy, Biochemistry, Forensic Medicine
General Medicine, Urology, Emergency Radio-Diagnosis, General Surgery, General
Medicine, Medicine, Urclogy. Emergency Medicine

Senior Resident

Anatomy, Physiology,.Biochemistry, Forensic
Medicine, Pharmacology, Microbiology,
Pathology, General Surgery, Psychiatry,
General Medicine, Respiratory Medicine,
Paediatrics, Emergency Medicine

Assistant Professor

Anatomy, Physiclogy, Biochemistry, Forensic
Medicine, Obstetrics & Gynaecology,
Emergency Medicine, Pharmacology,
Community Medicine, Psychiatry,
Radio-Diagnosis, Urclogy

» Tutor/Demonsirator

Anatomy, Physiology, Biochemistry, Forensic Medicine, Pharmacology, Pathology, Microbiology,
Community Medicine

Qualifications and experience as per NMC norms.

Applicants must specify position applied for and email their detailed CV to Human Resource (H.R.) at
medhr.recruitment@dpu.edu.in / hr@dpu.edu.in within 7 days from the release date of this advertisement.

For more details call : 020 2780 5115 / 5971
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mgims.ac.in) latest by 2007171/2023.

Hote:

salary: As admissible under the rules of Kasturba Health Soclety.
Age: Upper age limit 38 years for open category and 43 years for reserved category.

1) The application so received shall be screenad by the Society and shortlisted
candidates shall be intimated about the daie, time and place.

2] Sociely reserves the right related to selection or appointment and hence no right,
claim should be assumed to hane vested with the applicant in his respact.

Seminar Room, Library Building Prime
Ministers Museum and Library
Teen Murti House, New Delhi

All are Welcome

Those wishing to have their names added to the email list may please
email us at:- ccs2nmml@gmail.com
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Business & Trade Visitors
14-18 November, 2023

India
International
Trade FEllI'

November 14-27 4

Hall 1-14

Bharat Mandapam, Pragati Maidan, Mew Delhi

Partner States

BIHAR KERALA

Entry tickets available at 55 Delhi Metro Stations
(Except Supreme Court Metro Station)

&> PARKING DETAILS =4&F=

Visitor Parking
Basement 1: Entry from Bhairon Road (Underpass 4)
& Main Tunnel (Connecting India Gate with Ring Road)

Focus States

e =

General Public
19-27 November, 2023

Entry from Gate No. 4 on Bhairon Road and
Gate No. 6 & 10 on Mathura Road

Charges

* Four Wheeler: Rs. 100 flat for 12 hours * Two Wheeler: Rs. 50 flat for 12 hours

Pick Up and Drop facility from the basement parking

Free Shuttle Service available for easy commuting from Gate No. 4 (Bhairon Road)- | P Depot (Parking)-
ITO (Bus Stop) Mandi House (Bus Stop)- Gate No. 10 (Supreme Court Metro Station)
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EARLIER IS BETTER IN DIABETES

Taking care of sugar levels earlier in life is better

Coping with type 2 diabetes

Dr. Himanshu Sharma
Head & Asst Professor, Dept of
Endocrinology, Rajiv Gandhi Super
Speciality Hospital, Delhi

ne of the hardest things to

deal with when diagnosed

with diabetes is accepting it as

a life-long condition. Everyone reacts
differently. Some are overwhelmed,
shocked, afraid, angry, and anxious.
Some choose to hide their feelings.As
you adjust to an enforced new
lifestyle, it is important to remember
that there is help and advice out there.
Type 2 diabetes is a progressive dis-
ease, which means that over time,
your pancreas will produce less and
less insulin. To keep good control of
blood sugar, treatment needs to keep
pace with your need for insulin. For
this reason, the initial strategy your
doctor recommends for you may

Can type-2 diabetes
be prevented?

es.To lower your chances of getting type 2 diabetes, the most
important thing you can do is eat a healthy diet and get
plenty of physical activity. This can help you lose weight if

Dr. Rajesh Kumar
Consultant Physician,
Bhuvi Clinic, Delhi

you are overweight. Even
gentle activity, like walking,
has benefits.

Are there tests that
can find people who are
atrisk?

B Fasting glucose
test: This measures blood
sugar when you have not
had anything to eat or drink
(except water) for at least 8
hours. In pre-diabetes, fast-
ing glucose is between 100
and 125 mg/dL.

M Glucose tolerance

test: For this test, you do
not eat or drink anything for 8 to 12 hours. But then, as part of the
test, you have a sugary drink. Two hours later, a doctor or nurse
takes a blood sample to see how high your blood sugar got. People
with pre-diabetes have glucose tolerance results between 140 and
199 mg/dL.

M Haemoglobin A1C test (or "A1C"): This test can be done at
any time, even if you have recently eaten. Itis a blood test that shows
what your average blood sugar level has been for the past 2 to 3
months. In pre-diabetes, A1C levels are between 5.7 and 6.4%.

People with pre-diabetes do not yet have diabetes, but they are at
increased risk of getting it.

What should I do if | have pre-diabetes?

M Eat a healthy diet: Consult your physician or certified di-
etician.

M If overweight, try to get a healthy body weight. Losing
5 to 10% of your body weight can lower your risk a lot. Your doctor or
nurse can help you find healthy ways to do this.

M Be active for 30 minutes a day

M Quit smoking

M Take your medicines: If your doctor or nurse prescribed
any medicines, take them every day as instructed.

Foot care for the people

change over time.

STAGES OF TREATMENT

In the early stages, you may be able
to keep your blood sugar under good
control simply by eating and exercis-
ing healthily. Once this is no longer
sufficient to maintain good sugar con-
trol, your doctor will recommend start-
ing an anti-diabetic drug. This will help
maintain acceptable blood sugar levels
for a further period of time, but if high
blood sugar becomes a problem
again, you will need more than one
drug. Eventually, some people need to
inject a small dose of insulin in addi-
tion to their oral drug, and some may
eventually need more intensive in-

sulin-based therapy.

HOW LONG WILL | SPEND ON
EACH STEP?

The duration for which any one of
these steps can control blood sugar is
different for every person.

THE ROLE OF DIET

Eating healthily throughout life in-
creases the period of time for which
each step can control your blood
sugar.

Controlling your weight to stay
within a healthy target range also
gives your body the best chance of
staying on each step for as long as
possible.

Women, diabetes
and the heart

ontrolling your blood

sugar is one of the best

things for women's heart
health, along with maintaining
healthy BP and cholesterol lev-
els.

In many patients with dia-
betes who have no symptoms,
diabetes, particularly when
poorly controlled, is already
harming their blood vessels
and leading to hardening of the
arteries, a precursor to heart
disease. People may not even
realise that they have diabetes
until the disease progresses to
the point where they have a heart
attack.

That's why it's important to be
aware of your blood glucose num-
bers, along with monitoring your
overall weight and body fat.

IF YOUR BLOOD SUGAR IS
HIGH

Losing weight is the best way to
get high blood sugar under con-
trol. Two effective tactics for help-
ing lose extra pounds and prevent
diabetes are:

M Limiting your carbohydrate
and sugar intake

M Doing heart-pumping, heavy-
breathing aerobic exercise.

If you're just getting started
with diet changes and exercise,
work with your doctor to come up
with a combined plan that's best
for your needs. Be sure to get your
blood glucose levels monitored as
recommended.

Diabetes and oral health

Dr.Ajay K Ajmani
Consultant Physician,
BLK-MAX Super Speciality, Delhi

Treatment can bring type-2 dia-
betes under control before you
need insulin if it is combined with
weight loss and changes in
lifestyle.

WOMEN WITH DIABETES:
HEART DISEASE RISK

Anyone with either type 1 or
type 2 diabetes faces an elevated
risk of heart attack and other car-
diovascular problems, but women
who are younger than 60-a group
often thought of as having a lower
danger of heart problems-actually
have up to four times the risk of
heart disease when they have type
2 diabetes.

For this reason, women with
high blood glucose levels should
take the condition particularly seri-
ously. Adults with poorly con-
trolled diabetes are never too
young to have a heart attack or
stroke.

When to see a doctor
if you have diabetes

obody wants to call

the doctor for every

little thing, but we
know that treatments for dia-
betes-related health prob-
lems are more effective if
you start early. So when L
should you see your doctor?
Here are a few guidelines: 1

B Pain, numbness,
weakness, or tingling-
especially in the hands,
feet, arms, or legs: Even if it
seems insignificant, these
feelings can be a sign of early nerve damage.

M Changes in your health: If you feel light-
headed after standing, experience constipation,
bloating, or nausea, have trouble seeing-even
just at night or when the light changes-or if you
have sexual problems, these can all be signs of
issues with your nerves.

M Skin problems or infections: awound
or cut that won't heal, an ongoing sinus, bladder,
or vaginal infection-diabetes can interfere with
your body's ability to recover on its own.

M llIness: If you're running a fever, are sweat-

Dr. M. Shafi Kuchay
Consultant Endocrinologist,
Medanta Hospital, Delhi

ing or having the chills, or are
experiencing nausea, vomit-
ing, or diarrhoea, your doctor
wants to know. Being sick
can affect your blood sugar
levels, and it may be a sign of
an infection that needs care. If

- you can't keep food or fluids

down, call for emergency as-
sistance.

M High blood sugar: If
your blood glucose remains
above 240 mg/dL, even after
taking your medicine and/or
increasing insulin and fluids, or you have trouble
staying within range, make an appointment.

H Moderate to large ketones in your
urine: Talk to your doctor if you are experiencing
symptoms that might signal ketoacidosis or dehy-
dration, such as worsening abdominal pain, trou-
ble breathing, or breath that smells fruity or like
acetone.

Your doctor may be able to alleviate the symp-
toms you're experiencing and even help slow the
progression of the problem through better blood
sugar control.

Fat facts in diabetes

here are four main
types of fat: satu-

rated, trans, mo-
nounsaturated, and
polyunsaturated. The

American Diabetes Associ-
ation recommends includ-
ing more monounsatu-
rated and polyunsaturated
fats than saturated or
trans fats in your diet.

M Eggs M Sunflower seeds
M Peanut butter

SATURATED FAT

This can increase your
cholesterol and, as a re-
sult, your risk of heart dis-
ease. Therefore, we should
be limited in our diet.

ANIMAL SOURCES:

M lard

W High-fat meats

MONOUNSATURATED Dr. Priyamvada Tyagi W High-fat dairy prod-
Consultant Endocrinologist,
FAT Max Super Speciality, Delhi ucts such as full-fat

They are considered a
part of a healthy, balanced
diet because of the protec-
tive effect they have on our hearts. It de-
creases low-density lipoprotein (LDL) choles-
terol.

SOURCES: l Avocado M Canola oil

B Nuts: Almonds, cashews, pecans and
peanuts M Olive oil M Safflower oil

POLYUNSATURATED FAT

This lowers LDL cholesterol and thus de-
creases your risk for heart disease and stroke.
Omega-3 and omega-6 fatty acids are the two
types of polyunsaturated fat.

Omega-3 Sources

W Oily fish (salmon, sardines, herring,
mackerel, tuna)

M Walnuts B Flaxseeds

M Canola Oil M Chia seeds

Omega- 6 Sources

M Tofu @ Walnuts

M Flaxseed and flaxseed oil B Canola oil

cheese, cream, ice cream,
whole milk, etc.
M Butter

M Poultry skin

OILS:Like palm oil and coconut oil.

Listed on the label as "total fat". The goal is
to get less than 10% of one's calories from
saturated fat.

TRANS-FAT: Trans-fats are produced when
liquid oil is made into a solid fat-a process
called hydrogenation. It is more harmful than
saturated fat.

If there aren't at least 0.5 grams or more of
trans fat in the food, the food label can claim 0
grams. Look for words like hydrogenated oil
or partially hydrogenated oil. Avoid foods
where a liquid oil is listed first on the ingredi-
entlist.

SOURCES: Processed foods like snacks,
crackers, chips, etc. and baked products like
muffins, cookies, and cakes made with hydro-
genated oil or partially hydrogenated oil.

The “A - B - C” of diabetes

Put the brakes on diabetes complications

hen diabetes gets out of

control, it can take a toll on

your body. Too much sugar

in your blood can damage nerves

and blood vessels, which can lead to
many different types of problems.

But those complications aren't

set in stone for everyone with dia-

betes; there's a lot you can do to

avoid them. Along with treatment,

good health habits can help you

keep your disease under control
and keep other troubles at bay.

WHAT ARE THE COMPLICA-
TIONS RELATED TO DIA-
BETES?

High blood sugar can impact dif-
ferent parts of your body.

Eyes. Diabetes increases the

o)
i

Dr. Ashutosh Goyal
Consultant Endocrinologist,
Paras Hospital, Gurgaon
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risk of having vision problems, in-
cluding blindness. It can cause:

M Cataracts.

H Glaucoma.

H Retinopathy.

Diabetes and
the travel

Dr. Rakesh Sharma
Consultant Physician, Jeevan Mala
Hospital, BLK MAX, Delhi

iabetes is not a barrier to

travel but does require

some extra planning be-
forehand.

H You need a letter signed by
your doctor stating you have di-
abetes and are carrying equip-
ment for control of your condi-
tion, i.e., insulin, a metre,
needles, etc., for airport security.

M Insulin needs to be carried
in your hand luggage. If stored
in the 'hold' of the plane, it will
freeze and not be fit for use.

M Identification stating you
have diabetes.

M If you are using an insulin
pump, ask your diabetes team
or insulin pump manufacturer
about getting an extra pump to
bring on holiday in the event of
pump failure. Ensure you have
insulin pens and needles with

you and that you know how to
revert to insulin injections if
your pump fails.

M Bring a written prescription
for medications in case you
need to get extra supplies or
visit a doctor while abroad.

M Bring more diabetes sup-
plies and insulin than you will
need in case the holiday is ex-
tended for unforeseen reasons.

M Carry your medication in
its original packaging in your
hand luggage.

M Ensure travel or health in-
surance covers any diabetes-re-
lated emergency.

B You may need to bring
snacks for the journey.

M If you are crossing time
zones, discuss when to take
your insulin with your diabetes
team.

M If you are travelling to a hot
climate, the heat will increase
your risk of hypoglycemia as
you will be more sensitive to
your insulin. Test your blood glu-
cose level more often and carry
fast-acting carbohydrates.

M Ensure to bring plenty of
blood glucose strips and a spare
metre, as you may need to check
your blood glucose levels more
frequently.

M Be aware of the need to
protect your feet; don't walk on
hot sand; check your feet daily
if you are doing extra walking,
etc.

Routine medical care in

M Heart. Years of high blood
sugar may harm your body's blood
vessels and nerves that take care
of your heart. That raises your
chance of having heart disease.
High BP and high cholesterol make
the problems even more likely.

M Kidneys. Diabetes can affect
blood vessels in your kidneys, too,
so they may not work as well. After
many years of trouble, they might
stop working.

M Feet. You may lose some
feeling in your feet, which keeps
you from noticing injuries that can
get infected.

M Nerves. If high blood sugar
damages your nerves, called dia-
betic neuropathy, you might feel
pain, tingling, or numbness, espe-

cially in your feet.
B Erection problems. Dia-
betes may cause sexual problems.

HOW TO LOWER YOUR
RISK?

W Keep control of your blood
sugar levels.

M Try to keep your BP below
140/90 and your total cholesterol
ator below 200. A doctor may pre-
scribe medications for that.

M Protect your eyes. Get a yearly
eye exam.

B Check your feet every day.
Look for any injuries. Wash and dry
your feet carefully each day. Wear
proper footwear and socks.

M Don't use tobacco products

M Getregular check-ups.

Developing a fitness
routine in diabetes

egular exercise can sig-
nificantly reduce the
complications of type 2
diabetes. Exercise can de-
crease body fat, lower blood
pressure, and prevent high
blood sugar. The following
points may be helpful for be-
ginning an exercise plan with
type 2 diabetes.
Talk to Your Healthcare
Provider
It is important to consult
with  your  healthcare
provider to determine if there
are any specific precautions
you need to take before be-
ginning exercise.
Plan atime
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Dr. Meghana Nathani Kabra
Consultant Physician,
Batra Hospital, Delhi

starting any new exercise pro-
gramme or routine, start off
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Focusing on Cardio Renal
protection in diabetes management

ardiovascular  dis-

ease, chronic kidney
disease, and diabetes
frequently occur together in
individuals. Together, these
three conditions represent
the largest cause of mortal-
ity in the world. Moreover,
the fact that these three
conditions have common
risk factors and causative
mechanisms implies that
the presence of one of
these conditions substan-
tially increases the likeli-
hood of developing the others. Patients with
diabetes are at substantially increased risk of
having cardiovascular events, kidney disease,
an increased risk of hospitalisation, and death.
Unfortunately, more patients are presenting
today with multiple chronic disorders than
ever before. Although this is a challenge, it also
presents an opportunity for those with dia-
betes, chronic kidney disease, or cardiovascular
disease to screen for and prevent other condi-
tions. In addition, simple non-pharmacologi-
cal steps such as weight management, regular

Dr S.K.Wangnoo
HOD Endocrinology Department,
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, Delhi

physical activity, blood
pressure, and lipid modifi-
cation have been proven to
be beneficial in all of these
conditions. Newer classes
of anti-diabetic drugs, such
as SGLT-2 inhibitors and
GLP-1  analogs, have
shown promising results in
trials. The need for cohesive
management of these con-
ditions is exemplified by
the expansion of the indi-
cations for SGLT-2 in-
hibitors, which are anti-di-
abetic drugs for use in patients with heart
failure and chronic kidney disease. The results of
trials on another class of drugs called GLP-1
agonists can only be called revolutionary.
Apart from glycaemic control, they have been
shown to cause weight loss, reduce postpran-
dial lipid spikes,blood pressure, and inflamma-
tion, as well as decrease cardiovascular and
all-cause mortality.

With early detection and appropriate care, dia-
betics can now live healthier, more productive
lives than ever before.

Understanding carb confusion

aking wise

choices regarding

carbohydrates
(carbs) is essential for man-
aging both blood glucose
and weight. It's true that
high-carb foods can signifi-
cantly impact blood glu-
cose. However, monitoring
overall food intake, not just
carbs, is key to effective

15 gm). However, ensure
you stay within your daily
carb allowance. Addition-
ally, prioritise well-bal-
anced meals that include
carbs, proteins, fibres, and
a limited quantity of
healthy fats.

Avoid the practice of sav-
ing all carbohydrate con-
sumption for a single large

Dr. Saptarshi Bhattacharya

slowly to allow time for your
body to adjust.

Find the Right Activity

Aerobic exercise helps the body
absorb insulin, while strength
training can improve how quickly
the blood absorbs sugar (also
known as blood sugar uptake).

Taking Care of Your Feet

Itis important to have support-
ive, properly fitting sneakers for ex-
ercising to prevent skin break-
down and foot ulcers, a common
complication of diabetes.

Drink Water

Drinking water while exercising
is important to keep you ade-
quately hydrated.

Follow a Routine

Having a structure for your exer-
cise sessions can help keep you on
track and make exercising a con-
sistent habit.

Comnmitting to a specific time to
exercise can help fititinto your day.

Monitor Your Blood Sugar
During Exercise

Low blood sugar while exercis-
ing is more likely to occur if you
take insulin or medications that af-
fect your insulin levels, exercise
strenuously or for a long period of
time, or skip meals. To reduce your
risk of having low blood sugar
when exercising, check your blood
sugar immediately before you be-
gin your workout.

Have Carbs on Hand

Keeping carbohydrates on
hand is important in case you ex-
perience symptoms of low blood
sugar during your workout. You
may need them while you exer-
cise if you start to experience
symptoms of hypoglycemia.

Start Out Slowly: When

blood glucose control.

CARBOHYDRATES
AND BLOOD GLUCOSE:

Several factors influence
how carbohydrates affect blood glucose after a
meal, including:

M The quantity of carbohydrates consumed

M The type of carbohydrate eaten (complex
carbohydrates preferred)

M fibre content of the food

All these factors determine how quickly and
to what extent blood glucose rises after a
meal. To assess the carbohydrate content of a
food item, refer to the nutrition label, which
indicates the amount of carbs in grams.

BALANCING YOUR MEALS

To maintain stable blood glucose levels, it's
important to distribute your daily carbohydrate
intake throughout your meals and snacks. Aim
for 3 to 4 servings of carbs at each main meal
and 1 to 2 servings during snacks (1 serving =

Consultant Endocrinologist,
Apollo Cantre for Obesity,
Diabetes & Endocrinology, Delhi

meal or special occasion,
as this can lead to blood
glucose spikes.

TIPS FOR CARBOHY-
DRATE COUNTING

M Here are some tips to help you manage
your carbohydrate intake effectively:

W Check food labels for accurate carb
counting. Also, try to understand the type of
carbs.

M Spread carbohydrate intake evenly across
meals and snacks for better glucose control.

M Plan your meals in advance and be aware
of the nutritional content of the recipes and
even the restaurants you visit.

B Choose a variety of carbohydrate sources,
with an emphasis on fruits, dairy, and green
vegetables.

By following these simple guidelines and in-
corporating a well-balanced diet, you can
manage your weight and blood glucose better.

Dealing with diabetes burnout

with diabetes

he feet are at risk for problems in

people with diabetes. That is be-

cause two key risk factors come
together. There is poor circulation of
blood to the feet (called "peripheral
vascular disease"). And there is a loss of
feeling in the feet (from "peripheral
neuropathy").These lead to a high rate
of foot problems for people with dia-
betes. And an amputation can be a
feared result.

Here are some tips that can help you
avoid injuries. These tips can also help
keep them from getting worse when
they do occur.

M Bathe your feet daily. Wash
carefully with warm water and soap;
rinse and dry thoroughly. Make sure you
dry completely between the toes.

M Be careful as you trim your
toenails. File straight across. Think
about going to see a podiatrist; he or
she can do your regular foot care.

H Do not use products for corn
or callus removal; be sure never
to try to trim calluses yourself. Try
to figure out pressure points that might
be causing a callus. Then, be sure to stop
that pressure. See a foot doctor for treat-
ment.

M Moisturise feet that are dry. If

Dr.Alok Joshi
Consultant Physician,
Max Healthcare, Delhi

the skin on your feet is dry, a moisturising
cream will help. But you should apply it
sparingly. Never apply it between the
toes.

M Inspect your feet daily. Be on
the lookout for: cuts; red spots, warm
spots, or hot spots; calluses or corns; in-
grown toenails; change in colour; or any
other abnormalities.

B Never go barefoot; always
wear shoes to cover your feet.

M Finally, make sure your shoes
fit right. Shoes that are too tight can
cause blisters and calluses; shoes that
are too loose can also cause ulcers or
blisters as they rub against the foot.
Make sure socks aren't rubbing, either.

rediabetes is a condition that occurs when

your blood glucose is higher than normal

but not high enough to be considered dia-
betes. This condition puts you at risk of develop-
ing type 2 diabetes.

You can have prediabetes for years without
symptoms. Talk to your doctor about getting
your blood sugar tested if you have any of the
risk factors for prediabetes, including:

Results indicating prediabetes are:

WA1Cof5.7%-6.4%.

M Fasting blood glucose of 100-125 mg/dL.

M Two-hour blood glucose of 140 mg/dL-199
mg/dL

WHAT CAUSES PREDIABETES?

Insulin is a hormone made by the pancreas
that acts like a key to letting blood sugar into
cells for use as energy. If you have prediabetes,
the cells inyour body don't respond normally to
insulin. Your pancreas makes more insulin to try
to get cells to respond. Eventually your pancreas
can't keep up, and your blood sugar rises, set-
ting the stage for prediabetes-and type 2 dia-
betes-down the road.

FACTORS THAT INCREASE THE RISK OF
GETTINGTYPE 2
DIABETES

Family history of type 2 diabetes

WAge (>40)

M Being overweight

Not being physically active

M Previous abnormal blood glucose levels,
for example, gestational diabetes

Dr. Ankush Jain
Consultant Physician,
Vardhman Clinic, Delhi

W History of the use of steroids

Having high BP

W Having high cholestero

W Prediabetes

PREVENTING TYPE 2 DIABETES

Don't let the word "pre" fool you. Predia-
betes is a serious health condition. Losing
around 5% to 7% of your body weight if you're
overweight and getting regular physical activ-
ity (150 minutes of brisk walking or similar activ-
ity per week) can lower your risk of developing
type 2 diabetes.

W Work with a certified coach to make
lifestyle changes.

M Discover how to eat healthy and add more
physical activity per day.

M Find out how to manage stress, stay moti-
vated, and solve problems that can slow
progress.

fyou have diabetes (sometimes called

diabetes mellitus), the most important

thing you can do is control your
"ABCs."

"A" stands for "A1C" - A1Cis a
blood test that shows what your average
blood sugar level has been during the last
few months.

"B" stands for "blood pressure" -
High BP puts you at risk for heart attack,
stroke, and kidney disease.

"C" stands for "cholesterol" -
High cholesterol is another factor that in-
creases your risk of heart attacks, strokes,
and other serious problems.

WHAT SHOULD MY ABC LEVELS
BE?

The levels you should aim for will de-
pend on how severe your diabetes is, how
old you are, and what other health prob-
lems you have. Ask your doctor or nurse
what your target levels should be.

Many people with diabetes aim for:

A1Clevels below 7 percent

BP below 140/90, or lower in some
cases

LDL cholesterol level below 100 (LDL
is one type of cholesterol, often called
"bad cholesterol" or "lousy cholesterol ")

HOW CAN | CONTROL MY ABCS?

You and your doctor will work together
to create a plan to keep your ABCs under
control. Your plan mightinclude:

Dr.Tribhuvan Gulati
Consultant Physician,
Apollo Spectra Hospital, Delhi

Medicines: Take your prescribed med-
icines every day.

LIFESTYLE CHANGES

M Make healthy food choices - Eat
lots of fruits, vegetables, whole grains, and
low-fat dairy products. Limit the amount of
meat and fried or fatty foods that you eat.

M Be active - for 30 minutes or more
on most days of the week.

I Stop using tobacco productsin
all forms.

H Lose weight - Being overweight
increases the risk of many health prob-
lems.

M Avoid alcohol-Luckily, many of the
lifestyle changes above can improve all
three of the ABCs. For instance, being ac-
tive and losing weight can help control
blood sugar, blood pressure, and choles-
terol levels.

type 2 diabetes

aking changes in diet and exercise is an

important step in diabetes manage-

ment. However, routine medical care is
also important for the long-term health of people
with diabetes, particularly for preventing, detect-
ing, and slowing the progression of complica-
tions.

Ahealth care provider can recommend a regu-
lar schedule for visits and screening and moni-
toring tests based upon the duration of diabetes,
any diabetes-related complications, and other
medical problems. People with diabetes should
also receive routine vaccinations to help prevent
common infections.

Your health care team can also recommend
screenings to detect health problems that do not
cause symptoms in their early stages. These
screenings include eye examinations, foot exam-
inations, blood and urine tests, dental examina-
tions, and electrocardiograms, if needed.

M For women, this may include a cervical can-
cer screening, a mammogram and clinical breast
exam, and bone density testing.

M For men, prostate cancer screening and
bone density testing may be recommended.

M For both men and women, colon cancer
screening may be recommended.

DIABETES DISTRESS

People with diabetes have to perform many
daily tasks to manage their blood sugar and opti-
mise their health. In addition to these daily de-
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Dr.Jitendra Jagota
Consultant Physician,
RML Hospital, New Delhi

mands, diabetes often gives rise to concerns, in-
cluding medical costs and long-term health.
These obligations and concerns often cause feel-
ings of frustration, burnout, and stress. If these
feelings become overwhelming and make the
daily management of diabetes difficult or impos-
sible, they are described as " diabetes distress."

Many people with diabetes experience dia-
betes distress. It is important to tell your health
care provider if you feel overwhelmed by dia-
betes and its management for any more than a
week or two at a time. Your provider may find
strategies to reduce your stressors. Sharing your
feelings with family, friends, or other people in
your support network can help reduce diabetes
distress.

Steps you can take to
prevent type-2 diabetes

Move more. Get up, get out, and get
moving. Try walking, dancing, bike
riding, swimming, or playing ball with
your friends or family. It doesn't matter
what you do, as long as you enjoy it.
Try different things so you don't get
bored.

Eat the healthy way. Focus on
eating less and making healthy food
choices. Try to eat more fruits and
vegetables (5 to 9 servings a day),
dried beans, and whole grains. Cut
down on fatty and fried foods. You
can still eat the foods you enjoy; just
eat less. See the other side for an ex-
ample of a healthy plate.

Take off some weight. Once
you start eating less and moving
more, you will lose weight. By losing
weight, you can cut your chances of
getting diabetes. Consult your physi-
cian.

Set goals you can meet. Start
by making small changes. Try being
active for 15 minutes a day this week.
Then each week, add 5 minutes until
you build up to 30 minutes five days a
week. Try to cut 100 calories out of
your diet each day. Slowly reduce your
calories over time. Talk to your health

Dr.S K Jain
Consultant Physician,
Dr. Jain Clinic, Ghaziabad

care team about your goals.

Record your progress. Keeping
a diary is one of the best ways to lose
weight and keep it off.

Get help. You don't have to pre-
vent diabetes alone. Ask your family
and friends to help you out. You can
help each other move more, eat less,
and live a healthier life. There are
groups in your area that can help, as
well as your health care team.

Keep at it. Making even small
changes is hard in the beginning. If
you get off track, start again and keep
atit.

o far, you've had diabetes; it has-

n't had you. You've been watch-

ing what you eat, making time for
physical activity, taking medications,
checking your blood sugar, and checking
your blood sugar again. But then some-
thing takes the wind out of your sails.
Maybe you've been trying hard but are
not seeing results. Or you developed a
health problem related to diabetes in
spite of your best efforts.

When you feel discouraged and frus-
trated, you may slip into unhealthy
habits, stop monitoring your blood
sugar, or even skip doctor's appoint-
ments. It happens to many-if not most-
people with diabetes, often after years
of good management. You're in the
land of diabetes burnout. How can you
get back to healthy living as soon as

possible?
GET YOUR HEALTH CARE
PROVIDERS INVOLVED

Get the help of your primary care
doctor, eye doctor, podiatrist, dietitian,
or diabetes educator. It's easier for you
to see what's not working instead of
what you're doing right. They can re-
mind you of the progress you've made
and help you.

DON'T LET PERFECT BE THE EN-
EMY OF GOOD

Perfect blood sugar management is-

-

A

Dr. Ashwani Johri
Consultant Physician,
MBIMC, Delhi

n't necessary and may not even be pos-
sible. And sometimes seeing the little
picture is better than the big one. Try
taking small steps-such as lowering
your Alc by 1%-instead of focusing on
big goals. You're still headed in the
same direction, but you'll have more
successes along the way.

CONNECT WITH PEOPLE WHO
GETYOU

Tap into encouragement, insights,
and support from people who've been
there. Online communities for people
with diabetes are great ways to connect
with others who share your experience.

If you prefer to get involved in per-
son, this directory of diabetes support
groups with an external icon will help
you find one nearby.

This is a patient awareness initiative by MSN labs. The views and opinions expressed here are based on the expertise of the doctors and is not endorsed by MSN labs. Reader's are advised to seek to necessary medical advice from a qualified medical practitioner.
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BECAUSE TRE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

AFFIRMING PRIORITIES

Whether in two plus two dialogue or voting on Israeli-Palestine
conflict, India's positions underline its stakes in the Middle East

HE GROWING CONVERGENCE of the Indian and American perspectives on the

Middle East is among the main signals from the fifth iteration of the “two plus

two” meeting last week in Delhi. The defence and foreign ministers of the two

countries were unambiguous in condemning Hamas terror, emphasising
Israel's right to self-defence while observing the international laws of war, calling for pauses
in Israel’s military operations, demanding the release of hostages held by Hamas, prom-
ising more humanitarian assistance to Gaza, and pressing for a durable peace in Palestine.
The affirmation that Delhi and Washington “stand with Israel against terrorism” underlines
how close the two sides have come in the Middle East. Delhi has condemned Hamas's ter-
rorism while reaffirming its strong commitment to Palestinian statehood. The nuance in
New Delhi's approach to the region is clear from two recent votes in the UN: While India
abstained two weeks ago from the resolution calling for an end to hostilities because it did
not mention Hamas's use of terror, it voted on November 9 in favour of a resolution that
condemned Israeli settlement activities in Palestinian areas.

The two plus two meeting has, over the last few years, become the principal vehicle
to review and advance the India-US strategic partnership. Together, the foreign and de-
fence ministers —nudged by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Delhi and Presidents Donald
Trump and Joe Biden in Washington — have deepened the intensity of engagement on de-
fence industrial collaboration, technology transfer, counter-terrorism, and regional se-
curity. Cooperation on Asian security issues is a new element in the engagement between
the two nations.

Since Independence, Delhi and Washington have been at political odds in Asia. This has
begun to change in the last few years, as China’s assertiveness challenged the US in Asia, and
threatened India’s Himalayan frontiers and its primacy in the South Asian waters. This led to
the Indian government embracing the Indo-Pacific geopolitical construct articulated by the
US and reviving the Quadrilateral security forum that brings Delhi and Washington together
with Australia and Japan. As India and the US embarked on a cooperative strategy to address
the China challenge, conventional wisdom in Delhi insisted that though the two might be on
the same side to the east of the Subcontinent, they will remain far apart to the west of the
Subcontinent. That proposition was quickly overturned as India and the US joined hands
with Israel and the UAE to form the I2U2 grouping. At the G-20 summit in September, India,
along with the US and Saudi Arabia, unveiled the ambition to build an economic corridor be-
tween the Subcontinent and Europe. Its decisions on the conflict in the Middle East have af-
firmed that Delhi no longer sees the region through the Pakistan lens and has begun to ap-
preciate its enormous stakes in the region. The deepening partnership with the US will
reinforce India’s potential to promote peace and prosperity in the Middle East.

FOR CONTENT’S SAKE

Proposed law for traditional and digital broadcasters has
implications for Indian internet space. It must be scrutinised

NNOVEMBER 10, the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting sought com-
ments on the draft Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill, which would bring
traditional broadcasters as well as OTT content and digital news services un-
der asingle regulatory umbrella. This draft legislation proposes to replace the
three-decade-old Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995. As the Minister for
Information and Broadcasting Anurag Thakur said on X (formerly known as Twitter), it
would “streamline” the regulatory framework for a broadcast landscape that has seen vast
changes over the last couple of years, with the development of new platforms such as DTH,
IPTV and OTT. The purpose of the new “dynamic” law would be to ensure “ease of doing busi-
ness”, while promoting “technological advancement and service evolution”, he said.

For those who would be most affected including the general public that has come to
rely on the new digital services not only as consumers of entertainment and information,
but also as creators, the government’s invitation for feedback is an opportunity to deliber-
ate on some of its key features. One welcome provision addresses the needs of persons with
disabilities, with guidelines recommending subtitles, the inclusion of audio-descriptions in
video content and translation into sign language, among other measures . Other provisions,
however, raise concerns about content restriction. Among them is the requirement for “any
person who broadcasts news and current affairs programs through an online paper, news
portal, website, social media intermediary, or other similar medium...as part of a system-
atic business, professional, or commercial activity” to adhere to the Programme Code and
Advertising Code. Inadequately defined phrases and words like “half-truths”, “good taste”
and “decency” must not be carried into the new law. Also a matter of concern are the meas-
ures proposed to “strengthen the self-regulation regime”, as part of which a Broadcast
Advisory Council will be set up. Five officers representing different ministries will joinan em-
inent independent person with experience in media, entertainment and broadcast and five
other domain experts in this Council. The new piece of legislation must, therefore, find ways
to ensure the Council's autonomy.

Any regulatory framework must be created keeping in mind the strengths of the Indian
digital space — it has thrived on creativity and expression. It must also make sure that this
space continues to generate lively engagement and debate, besides providing avenues of in-
come for the many content creators who depend onit.

PAST AND PREJUDICE

Astronomers are calling for a change to the name of
Magellanic Clouds. But is renaming a counter to injustice?

HE NAMES OF the Large and Small Magellanic Clouds are under a cloud. A re-
port in The Guardian speaks of astronomers appealing to the International
Astronomical Union, calling for a change in the names of the dwarf satellite
galaxies over the Southern Hemisphere. Their reason: The man they are named
after — Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan — was a violent colonialist, known for his
repression of local communities in modern-day Guam and Philippines. As someone who
had nothing to do with the discovery of the clouds, it is anill-begotten honour, especially since
indigenous people knew of and had their own names for the Magellanic Clouds.

The Magellanic Clouds are not the only things named after Magellan, the man credited
with leading the first expedition to circumnavigate the world. In 1519, he led the Spanish ex-
pedition to the “East Indies”, discovering the Strait of Magellan, the channel connecting the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. There are also the Magellan Telescopes, the Magellanic pen-
guin, Sphagnum magellanicum (Magellan's peat moss), to name only a handful of things.
But they are also indications of the politics of naming — and renaming — and its power play.

The ‘Age of Discovery’ led to European nomenclature in diverse parts of the world, eras-
ing regional cultures and contexts. Independence would lead to arenaming spreeinan as-
sertion of a national or local identity. The suggestion to rename the Magellanic Clouds is
rooted in this politics of visibility. But it is also an exercise that needs careful maneuvering.
In an era of majoritarian politics, engagement with history in all its messiness — its legacy
of violence, injustice, progress or peace — is crucial for a broader understanding of events.
Is renaming then another form of erasure or empowerment? Are there better ways to
counter past prejudice? The answers might be worth looking for.
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WOoORDLY WISE
WE ARE A WAY FOR THE COSMOS TO KNOW ITSELF,
— CARL SAGAN

A bond of secrecy

State should not reward transactions through electoral

bonds with tax relief for donor and beneficiary

ASHOK LLAVASA

ALMOST EVERYTHING IN favour of and
against the disclosure (or non-disclosure) of
funding received via electoral bonds is in the
public domain, save the identity of the giver
and the receiver, and their bond.

The introduction of the bond as an instru-
ment of political funding per se cannot be
questioned but not making the information
public has been questioned as being anti-
thetical to the principle of transparency and
against the Right to Information (RTI) Act.
That political parties have themselves stead-
fastly resisted being brought into the ambit
of the RTI Act despite feeble attempts by
statutory bodies, speaks volumes about their
commitment. But why should the State seem
to collude with political parties in this obfus-
cation by granting income tax exemption?
The Election Commission of India too had
consistently argued against electoral bonds
till it decided not to oppose the matter for
reasons that remain as mysterious as the in-
strument.

Evenin past hearings, the Supreme Court
(SC) raised inconvenient questions and ap-
peared to be seeing the point made by the pe-
titioners questioning the merit and intent of
this opaque instrument. Instead of sealing the
fate of the bond, it ordered the envelopes con-
taining vital information to be sealed. The
Court refrained from staying or delegitimis-
ing electoral bonds leaving everyone won-
dering if yet another opportunity to pro-
nounce on a matter of “great pith and
moment” was lost in the absence of “the na-
tive hue of resolution”.

What the SC does this time is a subject of
much anticipation. Will itlook into the record
of requests for anonymity from potential
donors and validate it? Will it see if tax exemp-
tion without full disclosure is fair public pol-
icy? Cansuch tax-exempt money be kept for-
ever by the recipient, without spending?

There is merit in the argument that an
electoral bond is an authorised instrument
that serves as an alternative to cash, but the
logic of secrecy is confounding even if there is

Tax exemption should be
treated as a form of state
subsidy to political parties
and subject to the same
principle of utilisation of
subsidy as is the case in
other schemes funded by the
exchequer. No tax exemption
should be allowed on
electoral bonds if the details
are not fully disclosed. If the
donor and a political party
want to have a bond of
anonymous munificence,
such contributions and
incomes must be fully
taxed. When income tax
laws insist on full and
honest disclosure, why
should the electoral bond
incentivise secrecy?

evidence that such ademand was made. Itis
baffling that the state should reward secret
transactions with tax relief, both for the donor
and the beneficiary. Do the tax laws permit
tax exemption without disclosing full details
of the recipient tax-exempt organisation or
the donor claiming tax relief? Further, the gen-
eral principle of granting tax exemption to any
organisation receiving donationsis that funds
received are utilised for the stated purpose.
Forexample, an organisation set up for assist-
ing the orthopedically challenged would have
to show that the “use of proceeds” has been
made to fulfil the objectives for which it was
established. Similarly, if a political party re-
ceives tax-exempt electoral bonds, should it
be allowed toretain thatamount indefinitely?
Itmust be obliged to spend that amount sub-
stantially for election purposes in a given pe-
riod or lose the benefit of exemption. This
would curb the tendency of political parties
to become recipients of tax-exempt funds
without utilising them.

Redressing this would require a specific
provision in the relevant laws by which party
accounts are subject to periodic proprietary
audits and parties are made to incur tax liabil-
ity for unutilised funds. This would align the
provisions pertaining to political donations
with those that apply to tax-exempt dona-
tions for other purposes.

Such a reform in tax laws would have to
be accompanied by another stipulation spec-
ifying limits to expenditure incurred by a po-
litical party during an election. There have
been suggestions in the past relating to this,
including the EC proposing a specific limit. For
example, if the limit on candidate expense for
a parliament election is, say, Rs 95 lakh, the
political party fielding the candidate may be
allowed to spend no more than, say 50 per
cent, of the expenditure reflected by the can-
didate in his accounts submitted to EC. This
would automatically limit party expenditure
during elections. Thus, if a party were to field
a hundred candidates during Lok Sabha elec-
tions, it would be able to legitimately spend

no more than Rs 425 crore for campaigning
from party funds assuming that all the candi-
dates of that party utilise the entire expendi-
ture ceiling.

If the proposed periodic audit by a CAG-
appointed firm conducted every five years
were to show that the party has been unable
to spend the tax-exempt income it received
for the declared purpose, it should be liable to
pay income tax on the unutilised portion
along with interest. Tax exemption should be
treated as a form of state subsidy to political
parties and subject to the same principle of
utilisation of subsidy as is the case in other
schemes funded by the exchequer. No tax ex-
emption should be allowed on electoral bonds
if the details are not fully disclosed. If the donor
and a political party want to have a bond of
anonymous munificence, such contributions
and incomes must be fully taxed. When in-
come tax laws insist on fulland honest disclo-
sure, why should the electoral bond incen-
tivise secrecy?

This secret “bond” also begs a counterintu-
itive question: Why is it that in India, people
prefer to contribute to the cause of democracy
in secret? There are countries in which peo-
ple proudly and openly claim to provide dona-
tions to political parties (like the Political
Action Committees in the US), which are vital
instruments of ademocratic system. Afterall,
democracy is as worthy a cause as climate
change, environment protection or looking af-
ter the homeless and infirm and an honest cit-
izen would be happy to be associated with
such a cause. Isn’t that the principle behind
making such contributions eligible for tax ex-
emption? Why are we as a society such that
those who fund it want to conceal their con-
tribution and why does our political system
support this? Let society introspect while the
SCruminates.

Thewriter is a former Election Commissioner.
This article is an edited excerpt from his essay

in the forthcoming book The Great Indian
Manthan: State, Statecraft and the Republic

TASHAN MEHTA

PROCESS IS THE ART

Protest against OpenAl is about creativity being weaponised against writers

SO MANY PEOPLE have asked me if I fear
Al will replace me as an author. Some are
worried about my future. Others are curi-
ous about how I will grapple with my ap-
proaching obsoleteness. Still others ask
with their opinion already formed — “But
you cannot fight progress” — before I've
even answered.

[don’t think Al will replace me. Thisisn’t
naivety about what Al will eventually be able
to do, only a recognition that once Al can do
it, our definition of creativity will shift. We
will move the goalposts further or towards
adifferent plane, as we always do. At adeeper
level, I think this shifting is rooted in the pri-
macy of process in how and why we create.

People assume the goal of writing is the
book, the short story, the final product you
push out into the world. But art lies in the
symbiotic relationship between thinking
and process: In how your thinking influ-
ences process and how process influences
your thinking, an ever-moving
back-and-forth cycle.

What does this mean for those who think
they can key in anidea and have Al spit outa
novel for them (indeed, those who are al-
ready doing it)? It means they are missing
what I believe is the essential value in cre-
ation: The remaking of yourself and your
perspective, as well as how others see the
world. Why do we do 24 drafts of a novel? It
is not hard to write a good sentence. We write
draft after draft because we are searching for
the right sentence, and the only way to find
itis to become the right person to make this

‘What does this mean for
those who think they can key
in an idea and have AT spit
out a novel for them (indeed,
those who are already doing
it)? It means they are
missing what I believe is the
essential value in creation:
The remaking of yourself
and your perspective, as well
as how others see the world.
Why do we do 24 drafts of a
novel? It is not hard to write
a good sentence. We write
draft after draft because we
are searching for the right
sentence, and the only way to
tind it is to become the right
person to make this book.

book. There’s a relationship between an au-
thor’s thought patterns and the sentence
rhythms that express themselves on the
page, the word choice, and how the text
moves or forms.

But you cannot get to that final product,
the last draft that you step away from, with-
out all the drafts that came before it. With
each wrong sentence, each inadequate struc-
ture, each missing link, your thought pat-
terns shift and reform, your ideas flow down
different neural pathways — you grow, one
inch at a time, into the right person.

It’s interesting how arguments like this
can come across as anti-technology or, per-
haps, as aggrandising art, which is often de-
valued in the marketplace (someone was
quick to remind me that an Al book may sell
thousands more copies than my 24-draft
Mad Sisters of Esi, and look, it would have
taken 1/24th the time). But two of the dear-
est artists in my life work with technology:
My partner is the technical director in im-
mersive media, particularly virtual reality,
and my sister is a new media artist. I've
watched them sweat, swear and push the
limits of their art and I don’t think their tech-
nologies make the process easier or quicker
— they’re inching forward as agonisingly, just
with different problems (Ones, honestly, I
would hate to have — imagine being caged
by your medium, or working with a technol-
ogy that morphs so quickly when your cre-
ative process is slow).

This brings me back to my original
thought about the shifting definition of cre-

ativity. There is an essential, agonising and
confusing nature to creation that doesn’t
go away, and that can only be mediated
through process. There are no, I am sorry to
report, shortcuts.

What authors are uniting against —and |
am firmly in their number — is the fact that
Al exists today in a capitalistic structure that
would use it to exploit artistes whose labour
has made the very existence of that Al possi-
ble. Do you think Al could produce a George
Saunders novel if it hadn’t fed on the novels
he has made, and thus, on years of time, of
process, he’s poured into his art to become
the right person, over and over, to write his
books? Of course not. But it's easier for cor-
porations to not look at that, to knock out a
hundred Saunders novels (such efficiency!
such scalability!) in the hope it will keep
profit margins as fat as possible. This is no
single individual’s fault; this is capitalism, a
system that focuses on art as a product and
brand, rather than on the humanness that
makes it or the connection we seek from it.
This is what the Authors Guild lawsuit
against OpenAl and ChatGPT is about: A
protest against art and labour that’s been ap-
propriated, without permission, to be
weaponised against its creators.

No one is marching against “progress”.
We're simply saying it is within our power
to define what progress looks like and who it
benefits. Let’s not give that power away.

The writer is the author, most recently of,
Mad Sisters of Esi
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CONGRESS STUNG

THE CONGRESS (I) efforts to topple the Janata
government in Karnataka through defections
was exposed when V B Gowda, an associate
member of the Janata Party, produced Rs 2
lakh in cash given to him to defect and also a
taped conversation between him and the
leader of the opposition, Veerappa Moily. The
conversation convincingly demolishes the
official pronouncement of the Congress (1).

TRAIN KiLLS PILGRIMS

TWENTY-ONE PILGRIMS were killed and 50
injured, 16 of them seriously, when they

were run over by the Bareilly-Varanasi pas-
senger train at the Madha level-crossing near
Faizabad railway station. According to re-
ports, the pilgrims had got down from the
Allahabad-Faizabad train, which had
stopped due to chain pulling. They were
walking on the track when the Bareilly-
Varanasi train ploughed through them.

RAIL BODY SCRAPPED

RAILWAY MINISTER A B A Ghani Khan
Chowdhury has ordered the scrapping of the
North-East Frontier Railway Service
Commission on grounds of corruption and
the appointment of an emergency service

commission for recruitment of railway em-
ployees. Chowdhury said, “If this means vi-
olating the autonomy of the commission we
are not worried. We are making and will con-
tinue to make efforts to combat corruption.”

BYroLL RESULTS

THE CONGRESS (I) candidate, Motilal Saha,
retained the prestigious Charilam seat, de-
feating his lone rival, Braj Gopal Bhowmik of
the ruling CPI(M) by a margin of 1,885 votes
in the Tripura Assembly bypoll. Saha polled
9,126 votes against Bhowmik’s 7,241 votes.
Voter turnout in the by-elections ranged
from moderate to heavy.



THE INDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY,NOVEMBER 14,2023

13 THE IDEAS PAGE

With a little help from the Sun

Solar energy mini-grids can help end energy poverty of rural communities in climate-vulnerable
regions. Investments in these renewable energy initiatives must be scaled up

AJAY MATHUR AND
BRAD MATTSON

THERE IS A private sector-led revolution un-
derway to lift 500 million people out of en-
ergy poverty. The transformation is thanks
to clean energy mini-grids that are popping
up in rural communities across Asia, Africa,
Latin America and Small Island Developing
States and, in the process, serving many small
businesses and households. This success fol-
lowed a first generation of government-sup-
ported mini-grids, which taught two essen-
tial lessons: The necessity of being adaptable
to the needs of local communities and hav-
ing a sustainable operational model.

According to the World Bank — which
recently set a target to fund a thousand
mini-grids in Nigeria, where over 90 mil-
lion people still live without electricity —
private sector owned and operated solar
mini-grids are the most cost effective and
sustainable way to bring electricity for the
first time to 75 per cent of the 675 million
people worldwide who still live in darkness,
most of them in Sub-Saharan Africa. It says
20,000 mini-grids have been installed to
date, and $220 billion is needed to build the
2,10,000 mini-grids required to achieve
these targets. Solar mini-grids are displac-
ing the default energy source for rural com-
munities — expensive and polluting diesel
generation — at a fraction of the cost and
with immediate environmental benefit.

But besides delivering reliable and clean
power to these unserved communities,
mini-grid companies are also offering a
range of other services that drive rural pros-
perity — mobile telephony, irrigation, agro-
processing, e-mobility, to name a few. They
also provide sales and financing of appli-
ances that are otherwise unavailable. In
other words, these are not merely electric-
ity utilities providing power, they are rural
development accelerators. In recent times,
several heads of multilateral institutions,
company executives and experts (includ-
ing both co-authors of this article) have
noted that while access to clean energy di-
rectly provides high-quality energy serv-
ices, it can also enable other livelihood ac-
tivities — they also provide opportunities
in the healthcare and agriculture sector.

Decentralised energy systems like solar
mini-grids are also emerging as an impor-
tant answer to climate shocks like drought,
heat stress and flooding. This adaptation
and resilience capability of mini-grids is
critical for farming-dependent rural Africa
and Asia, which are the world’s most cli-
mate-vulnerable regions.

In the unlikely event that centralised grid
infrastructure reaches these communities,
mini-grids also offer an important comple-
ment. Cambodia is a prime example.
Through the 1990s, hundreds of diesel-pow-
ered mini-grids were built and operated by
local entrepreneurs. Eventually, they were
connected to the main grid as local distribu-
tors. Today, more than 250 formerly isolated
mini-grids are part of the national grid, help-
ing serve more than 1 million consumers.

In India, about 700 solar mini-grids are
owned and operated by a handful of private

companies that, unlike state-run mini-grids,
are unsubsidised and commercially viable
purely based on customer payment. These
grids are largely in the states of UP, Bihar and
Jharkhand, which have seen significant
progress on a number of sustainable devel-
opment goals based on the success of these
mini-grids. UP and Bihar have introduced
regulations to enable private-sector entre-
preneurs to set up mini-grids and to provide
amechanism for private-sector investors to
look at this application favourably.

Solar is the cheapest form of energy gen-
eration in most countries, and its climate, en-
ergy and economic benefits are increasingly
apparent. However, the current level of
global solar investments represents only 10
per cent of the required amount to achieve
net-zero emissions. Notably, developing
countries, which are home to over 50 per
cent of the global population, received a
mere 15 per cent of renewable energy invest-
ments in 2022. In Sub-Saharan Africa, per
capita investment in renewable energy saw
aconcerning 44 per cent drop between 2015
and 2021. To put this into perspective, invest-
ments in North America are 41 times higher,
and, in Europe, they are 57 times greater.

This glaring disparity, compounded by
a bias towards large-scale solar projects, un-
derscores a significant imbalance in the
types of investments being made. To unlock
the potential of smaller-scale solutions like
solar mini-grids, it’s imperative to imple-
ment guarantees and introduce innovative
financial mechanisms complemented by
robust risk underwriting that can catalyse
private sector investment. The International
Solar Alliance (ISA) is actively spearhead-
ing such an initiative through its Global
Solar Facility (GSF). Geared towards
catalysing investments in solar projects, the
GSF places special emphasis on under-
served regions in Africa. With a fund of $100
million, it aims to enable $10 billion in in-
vestments, providing clean energy access
for 35-40 million African households by
2030. This fund, fortified by payment guar-

Solar is the cheapest form of
energy generation in most
countries, and its climate,
energy and economic benefits
are increasingly apparent.
However, the current level of
global solar investments
represents only 10 per cent of
the required amount to
achieve net-zero emissions.
Notably, developing
countries, which are home to
over 50 per cent of the global
population, received a mere
15 per cent of renewable
energy investments in 2022.
In Sub-Saharan Africa, per
capita investment in
renewable energy saw a
concerning 44 per cent drop
between 2015 and 2021. To
put this into perspective,
investments in North
America are 41 times higher,
and, in Europe, they are 57
times greater.

CR Sasikumar

antees, insurance, and investment vehicles,
will mitigate risks and bolster investor con-
fidence in decentralised solar applications
in Africa, thus rectifying the skewed invest-
ment pattern in solar.

Solar energy presents a financially vi-
able path to energy independence, bolster-
ing security and reducing reliance on fossil
fuels. Moreover, the cost of solar PV energy
is now highly competitive, standing at
$24/MWh, lower than both coal and natu-
ral gas — this is, of course, contingent on
sunlight availability. The substantial drop
in solar module costs over the past decade
underscores the holistic benefits of invest-
ing in solar energy.

Creating a diverse energy mix, with ad-
equate centralised and distributed renew-
able generation, is the future of energy, and
is suitable especially in underserved mar-
kets where the cost of grid extension to ru-
ral, off-grid areas is prohibitive. Efficiently
planned and well-run solar mini-grids rap-
idly provide strong and dependable grid-
level electricity, surpassing the reliability
and cost-effectiveness of alternative elec-
trification methods. India's successful ini-
tiative to offer electricity through both large
centralised grids and decentralised renew-
able energy sources is serving as an exem-
plar for clean energy adoption. It demon-
strates how collaboration between private
and public sectors can drive innovation, en-
abling developing economies to achieve a
trajectory of robust energy supply with min-
imal carbon emissions.

Private mini-grids — combining solar
with battery storage — are an affordable,
technically mature, easily deployed, bank-
able solution that needs more support at a
time when urgent energy access and cli-
mate action are required.

Mathur is the director general of
International Solar Alliance; Mattson is
chairman of Husk Power and board
member of the Africa

Mini-grid Developers Association

BHANGYA BHUKYA

A divisive campaign

BJP’s methods to woo the Adivasi vote in Telangana are questionable

WITH THE TELANGANA State Assembly
election getting closer, political parties are
busy influencing voters by creating differ-
ent narratives that undercut their opposi-
tion. Adivasis (Scheduled Tribes), who con-
stitute 9.08 per cent of Telangana's total
population are a decisive force in the elec-
tion fray. Twelve MLA and two MP seats,
out of the 119 MLA and 17 MP seats of the
state, respectively, are reserved for Adivasis.
However, they constitute 50 per cent of the
vote share in six MLA constituencies, about
40 per cent in 14 constituencies, and about
35 per cent in 36 constituencies. So,
Adivasis can be a deciding factor in 56 con-
stituencies. They also constitute about 30
per cent of the vote share in two MP seats
and about 10 per cent in five MP seats. The
election in the state is going to be a triangu-
lar fight between the Congress, BRS and BJP.
In such a setting, if Adivasis vote for one
side, they have the power to decide the fate
of a party in the election. That is why all po-
litical parties are focusing on Adivasi areas.

Historically, Adivasis have voted for the
Congress. However, a section tilted towards
the TRS (now called BRS) during the
Telangana movement. Even after the for-
mation of Telangana in 2014, the Congress
won the majority of the ST-reserved seats
in the state. However, many of the victors
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were poached by BRS.

The BJP has accelerated its programmes
in Adivasi areas after the formation of
Telangana. The RSS, Hindu Mahasabha and
Arya Samaj have been active in Adivasi ar-
eas since their inception. Notably, following
the Jodenghat incident of 1940 in which 13
Gonds, including leader Komaram Bheem,
were killed, these organisations reached the
area and supported the Adivasis in dealing
with the court cases and paperwork. They
saw Bheem as another Shivaji, projecting his
movement as being a “Hindu fight” against
a Muslim ruler (the Nizam of Hyderabad).

Since Independence, organisations such
as the Bajrang Dal, Shishu Vidya Mandir
schools and Vanavasi Kalyan Kendras, have
been working in these areas. These organ-
isations carry out various educational and
welfare activities among the Adivasis. The
Shishu Vidya Mandir schools, which were
started in Adivasi areas in 1965, have two
to three branches in each Adivasi-concen-
trated mandal of Adilabad, Khammam and
Warangal districts. An ashram set up in
1981 on the Adilabad-Thantholi road, which
promotes handicrafts among Adivasis, is
also worth mentioning here. These organ-
isations, besides conducting welfare activ-
ities, propagate Hindutva philosophy and
politics. These activities have helped create

the foundation on which the BJP builds its
electoral politics.

In the last general election, the BJP won
the Adilabad MP seat, which is reserved for
STs. The BJP has many unusual advantages
in Adilabad. The district borders
Maharashtra, and there has been cross-pol-
lination of Hindutva ideas and politics. This
is often witnessed in the district’s Bhainsa
town, which has a sizeable Muslim popu-
lation, and has been used as a laboratory
for Hindutva politics. Importantly, the dis-
trict has about 30 per cent Maratha popu-
lation, most of whom are Hindutva sup-
porters. Yet, the trigger point in the last
general election was the growing tensions
between Gond/Koya tribes and Lambada
tribes. The former have been organising
against the latter, alleging that they take
the lion’s share in employment and wel-
fare schemes.

There is, indeed, an issue between the
communities. But, the BJP, instead of solv-
ing the problem, is seen as instigating the
Gond/Koyas against the Lamabadas. BJP MP
candidate, Soyam Bapu Rao, was the chief
leader of Tudum Debba, a tribal rights or-
ganisation, which allegedly runs the anti-
Lambada campaign. Bapu Rao won the
Adilabad MP seat with a comfortable ma-
jority, as the Gond/Koya tribes had a ma-

jority compared to the Lambadas in
the constituency.

In the coming election, the BJPis circulat-
ing a new divisive narrative in the Adivasi
areas by celebrating the Gond heroes of the
anti-colonial and anti-Nizam movement —
Ramyji Gond and Komaram Bheem. Both the
leaders are, in fact, celebrated by the Adivasis
for their heroic fight against British imperi-
alism and the Nizam's revenue and forest
policies. Yet, they are now painted by the BJP
as Hindu Adivasis fighting against the
Muslim rulers, the Nizams.

In this venture, the BJP organised a mas-
sive public meeting at Nirmal recently,
where Ramji Gond is believed to have been
killed by the British, although the BJP says
the Nizam's army killed him. A huge mu-
seum is also coming up in the name of
Ramji Gond in Hyderabad with the finan-
cial support of the Union government.

In the last 10 years, grave injustice has
been done to the Adivasis in the state. The
progressive Forest Rights Act of 2006 was
put in cold storage. These are important
Adivasi issues should be a part of the elec-
tion agendas of all political parties, rather
than a divisive politics.

The writer teaches at University
of Hyderabad
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“If our political parties are truly dedicated to the people's welfare — as they
routinely claim to be — they must recognise how their political actions are

affecting the economy,

and by extension the ordinary people.”

—THE DAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

Clean air as
political rhetoric

Delhi government has gone back on its promises
to check pollution. Instead of owning its failures, it
describes the matter as a national problem

1 %‘ I'

JAIVEER SHERGILL

THE GREEK PLAYWRIGHT Euripides once
wrote, “When one with honeyed words but
evil mind persuades the mob, great woes
befall the state.” The people of Delhi are re-
alising this after trusting the Arvind Kejriwal-
led Aam Aadmi Party. The Right tolife, guar-
anteed under the Constitution, is under
threat as the city and its surrounding areas
are shrouded in a thick cloak of smog and
other pollutants. The murky skyline is a cruel
reminder that the AAP-led government in
Delhi has no plan to tackle pollution, but of-
fers a series of excuses.

The environmental and economic cost
of unchecked pollution encompasses alarge
gamut of consequences, impacting every-
thing from public health to productivity and
investment potential.

The Arvind Kejriwal government has
been promising to deliver clean, breathable
air to the capital for years. But the Delhi CM's
words have been at odds with his actions.
Aswith his “declared commitment” to clean
the Yamuna, Kejriwal's approach to combat-
ing air pollution lacks a long-term strategy.
It's true that addressing the problem requires
a multi-pronged approach. But the Delhi
government has never really shown ade-
quateresolve or owned theissue. It has never
given evidence of putting in place measures
that can be implemented on a sustained ba-
sis. Kejriwal and his colleagues are more in-
terested in making political statements.

The plans to implement the “odd-even”
scheme have been put off for now. But the
truthis, the scheme was never a magic wand
to tackle pollution. Since 2015, when it was
firstimplemented, road rationing has done
little to bring about sustained improvement
in air quality. Its enforcement has been in-
consistent at best. It is another short-term,
headline-grabbing measure. Without ad-
dressing the root causes of pollution, the
quest for clean air remains elusive in Delhi.

In 2018, after the much-publicised
“Clean Air Campaign", the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) slapped a fine of Rs 25 crore
on the Delhi government for failing to curb
the city’s air pollution. In 2020, the Yudh
Pradushan Ke Virudh campaign, a planta-
tion drive, was launched, again with much
fanfare. Ayear later, the India, State of Forests
Report 2021 stated that Delhi had lost for-
est cover for the first time in a decade - this
at a time, when forest cover increased in
most other states and Union Territories.
Then came the promise of electric buses and
the Switch Delhi campaign. But the slow
pace of procurement derailed the project
and Delhi is nowhere close to the March
2023 target of 2,000 electric buses.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Delhi government has spent a signif-
icant amount of funds on ineffective meas-
ures. According to an RTIreply,in November
2021, the Delhi Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) spent over Rs 470 crore from 2015 to
2021 onvarious pollution control measures.
Thisincludes grants for battery-operated ve-
hicles and e-rickshaws, the odd-even drive,
maintenance of biogas plants,and the devel-
opment of waste management facilities. The
Delhi government has also collected over
Rs 1.491 crore in the name of the environ-
ment compensation charge (ECC) since 2015.
There is, however, no clarity on how these
funds have been utilised and why almost half
of the amount is unused. The Delhi govern-
ment spent Rs 22.9 crore to install a smog
tower at Connaught Place in August 2021.
This was followed by an expenditure of Rs
5.58 crore on advertising the tower. But when
the people of Delhi are gasping for air, the
tower has become a mere unused relic. Both
the cost and impact of the smog tower are
questionable. The political leadership, by
merely blaming the bureaucracy, cannot es-
cape accountability for the lapse.

Besides long-term measures, dealing
with air pollution demands an honest ap-
proach. However, denial and deflecting
blame seem to be the AAP government's
core strategy. In 2021, Kejriwal blamed
Punjab for 40 per cent of Delhi's pollution.
After AAP formed the government in Punjab
in 2022, he said that Delhi's pollution was
caused by “acombination of factors, includ-
ing vehicular emissions, dust, and stubble
burning”. This year, he has gone a step ahead
and said that Delhi's pollution is “a national
problem” and that Punjab should not be
blamed forit.It's clear that AAPleadershipis
neither interested in taking responsibility
forits faults nor is it genuinely interested in
addressing the problems. In Punjab, the
party's government has been unwilling to
reach out to and work with the farmers to
arrest stubble burning. In Delhi, the govern-
ment has been slow to implement stricter
emission standards for vehicles and indus-
tries. It hasalso been reluctant to crackdown
onillegal constructions and industrial activ-
ities that contribute to pollution. Steps like
artificial rain are no solution in the long run.

As the metropolis grapples with a public
health crisis, the administration needs to
pivot from stopgap measures to holisticand
sustained interventions. Collaborative ef-
forts, stringent policies, robust enforcement,
and innovative solutions are imperative to
clean up Delhi's air and restore the right to
clean air forits citizens. India is emerging as
abright spot in the world economy. Nothing
should be done to dent its image and bring
down the country's investment potential.
Delhi deserves more than mere political pos-
turing and hollow rhetoric.

It remains to be seen if the Kejriwal ad-
ministration can recalibrate its approach and
rise to the challenge.

The writer is an advocate at the Supreme
Court and national spokesperson,
Bharatiya Janata Party

BILL FOR WOMEN

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘House of
inequality’ (IE, November 13). Though
late in its formulation, the latest
Women's Reservation Bill is a welcome
stepin the journey towards a more egal-
itarian society. The prevailing pes-
simism about the Bill, because it is
linked with the delimitation exercise, is
a political smokescreen. India would
not have to wait till 2029 for its imple-
mentation. Once the delimitation is
over in 2026, one-third of seats in all
subsequent assembly elections — and
there will be many before the 2029 gen-
eral elections — will go to women. For a
society driven by patriarchy it will be a
revolutionary change.

ShubhadaH, via email

INSECURE WORKERS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A distress
call’ (IE, November 11). The protest by
UP helpline workers reflects the dis-
turbing reality of women workers. The
pittance they are getting as salary and
lack of job security are inherent charac-
teristics of private contractual jobs. For
instance, the worst off are millions of
women domestic workers who work
for long hours and are constantly vul-
nerable to physical abuse. They are de-
nied minimum wages and lack any so-
cial security. Sadly, there is no political
will to address their concerns. The
National Commission for Women
drafted the Domestic Workers
(Registration, Social Security and
Welfare) Act in 2008-10, to cover vari-
ous aspects like wages, working condi-
tions, offences and penalties, and cre-
ated the Domestic Workers Welfare

Fund among others that are yet
to be passed.
LR Murmu, New Delhi

PERSUADE FARMERS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Laying
Parali to rest’ (IE, November 11). Delhi,
for years, has been suffering from acute
pollution. From time to time, the
Supreme Court has admonished the
Delhi government as well as Centre.
Large-scale Parali burning should be
stopped by persuading farmers to use
short-duration varieties of rice.
Industries should be encouraged to use
Parali as fuel and raw material for en-
ergy and ethanol production. Thereis a
need to understand the farmers’ prob-
lems instead of blaming them. They
should be given alternatives so that they
can shift to diversified crop production.

Atul Thakre, Nagpur

MISOGYNIST STREAK

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The dour
and Dior’ (IE, November 12). The Ethics
Committee’s questioning of TMC MP
Mahua Moitra is meaningless, and the
questions betray a streak of misogyny.
The recommendation is not only parti-
san but also devoid of ethics and fair-
ness. Moitra has been held guilty be-
fore any evidence has been found in the
case and based on the say-so of an es-
tranged friend and a businessman who
had first denied it. The Ethics
Committee has therefore failed to fol-
low the principles of justice and pro-
duced a report and recommendation
that is flawed. The Speaker and the
House must not act onit.

S SPaul, Nadia




THEINDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY,NOVEMBER 14,2023

14 EXPRESS NETWORK

Indian PG students in US up 63% in *22-23, overtake China: Report

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

THE NUMBER of Indians pursu-
ing postgraduate studies in the
United States (US) increased 63
per cent to 1.65 lakh in academic
year 2022-23 — surpassing
China for the first time in 14
years to become the largest
source of international graduate
students in America. There were
1.26 lakh Chinese graduate stu-
dents in the US during the same
period.

According to the latest Open
Doors Report released on
Monday, 2.68 lakh Indian stu-
dents were studying in the US
last year at the undergraduate
and postgraduate levels, includ-
ing those enrolled in Optional
Practical Training programmes,
which allow foreign graduates
with F-1 or student visa to en-
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per cent more than the 1.99 lakh
students recorded in 2021-22,
and represents the largest sin-
gle-year jump in at least 23
years, data analysed by The
Indian  Express  shows.

China and India together ac-
count for 52 per cent of the to-

MHA extends ban on seven
Meitel ‘extremist’ groups,
their affiliates for five years

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER 13

AMID THE ongoing crisis in
Manipur, the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs on Monday noti-
fied an extension of its ban un-
der the UAPA of seven “Meitei
Extremist Organisations” and
their affiliates for a period of five
years.

The groups are: the People’s
Liberation Army and its political
wing, the Revolutionary People’s
Front; the United National
Liberation Front and its armed
wing, the Manipur People’s
Army; the People’s Revolu-
tionary Army of Kangleipak and
itsarmed wing, the “Red Army”’;
The Kangleipak Communist
Party and its armed wing, also
called the “Red Army”; the
Kanglei Yaol Kanba Lup; the
Coordination Committee; and
the Alliance for Socialist Unity
Kangleipak.

The MHA notification collec-
tively referred to them as “Meitei
Extremist Organisations”, hav-
ing the professed aim of the se-
cession of Manipur from India
through armed struggle and
“and to incite indigenous people
of Manipur for such secession”.

The notification stated that
the Union government is of the
opinion that these groups have
been “engaging in activities
prejudicial to the sovereignty
and integrity of India”, engag-
ing in armed means to achieve
their objectives, attacking and
killing civilians, police and se-
curity forces in Manipur, intim-
idating and extorting civilians
to collect funds, maintaining
camps in neighbouring coun-
tries, and “making contacts
with sources abroad” to influ-
ence public opinion and secure
their assistance to procure arms
and training.

Stating that these organisa-
tions are considered detrimen-
tal to the sovereignty and in-
tegrity of India, the notifications
said that the Union government
is of the opinion that in the ab-
sence of “immediate curb and
control”, they will take the op-
portunity to continue with these
activities.

A 2018 notification for their
ban had specified that these
groups were involved in 756 vi-
olent incidents in the preceding
five years and had been respon-
sible for the killing of 86 people,
including 35 security forces per-
sonnel, in that period.

CRACKER EFFECT
AQI Category Citieson | Citieson
Nov 11 Nov 13

" Good (0-50) 12 3
Satisfactory (50-100) 69 25
Moderate (100-200) 103 70
Poor (200-300) 35 80
Very Poor (300-400) 11 52
Severe (>400) 0 0

Source: Central Pollution Control Board

Not just Delhi, AQI
after Diwali dipped
in many cities: CPCB

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 13

A DAY after Diwali, air quality in
most cities of the country dipped
below the pre-Diwali levels, with
just three towns, out of 230, re-
porting ‘good’ air on Monday,
data from the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) showed on
Tuesday.

Madikeri in Karnataka, Ooty
in Tamil Nadu and Silchar in
Assam were the only three
towns with an air quality index
(AQI) lower than 50 on Monday.
Interestingly, 39 cities, including
Kolkata, Indore and Patna, re-
ported better air quality on
Monday than on Saturday, a day
before Diwali.

However, most other places
reported a decline in air quality.
On Saturday, AQI in 11 cities in
the country were in the ‘very
poor’ category (AQI higher than
300) while 35 were in the ‘poor’
category (higher than 200). On
Monday, however, 52 towns
were in the ‘very poor’ category
and 80in ‘poor’ category. No city
fellin the ‘severe’ category, either
on Saturday or on Monday.

In the week before Diwali,
barely 30 per cent of the cities
were reporting air quality in the

‘good’ or ‘satisfactory’ ranges.
Mild rainfall in northern India
helped improve the air quality at
several places, but Diwali fol-
lowed immediately after that.

Deterioration in air quality
soon after Diwali is not unex-
pected, though the impact of
firecrackers and lights usually
wither away withinaday or two.
Locations in southern India usu-
ally have better air quality due to
their proximity to the sea, while
the worst-affected places in
terms of air quality lay in the
Gangetic plains owing to un-
favourable geographic and me-
teorological conditions.

The CPCB now carries out
real-time monitoring of air pol-
lution in around 275 towns and
cities. The Centre is implement-
ing its National Clean Air
Programmein 131 cities with the
objective of reducing air pollu-
tion by 20-30 per cent by 2024.
However, most of the cities cov-
ered under the programme have
been missing their intermediate
annual targets. For 2021-22,
these cities were given targets
ranging between 3 and 15 per
centreduction in their pollutant
levels. However, government
data showed that only 45 of
these 131 cities met these mod-
est targets.
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While Monday’s notification
did not carry such an enumera-
tion, the increased activity of
cadres of these groups with the
ongoing ethnic conflict in
Manipur has been a concern, es-
pecially since these groups had
weakened and waned over the
years.

The oldest of these Meitei in-
surgent groups, the UNLF, had
been formed in 1964, and the
others came into being subse-
quently - both to press for seces-
sion and to ward off the Naga in-
surgent groups operating in
Manipur.

In the last month, the
Manipur Police arrested multi-
ple people on different occa-
sions in different parts of the
Manipur valley, saying they
were active members of groups
such as KYKP, KCP and UNLF,
found to be allegedly extorting
the public and to be in posses-
sion of arms. In September, the
NIA had arrested M Anand
Singh, a former cadre of the
PLA, from Imphal in a case re-
lated to “transnational conspir-
acy by Myanmar based leader-
ship of terror outfits” to exploit
the ethnic unrest to “wage a
war against the government of
India”.

Bina Agarwal
wins Kenneth
Boulding Award

Prof Agarwal
got the award
for Ecological
Economics

New Delhi: Development econ-
omist Bina Agarwal has won the
prestigious Kenneth Boulding
Award for Ecological Economics.

Agarwal, Professor of Develo-
pment Economics and Environm-
ent at the Global Development
Institute, University of Manch-
ester, and ex-director of the Inst-
itute of Economic Growth (Delhi),
was conferred the award jointly
with David Barkin, a professor at
the Metropolitan University in
Mexico City. The International
Society for Ecological Economics
said Agarwal was recognised for
her significant contributions to
Ecological Economics, with focus
on environmental governance,
agrarian change, and social equity
indeveloping countries. ~ ENS

talinternational student cohort
in America.

This milestone also repre-
sents a significant shiftin the de-
mographic composition of in-
ternational students in the US.
India's share has doubled over
the past decade, rising from 12

per cent in 2012-13 to 25 per
centin 2022-23 — just two per-
centage points shy of the current
Chinese share, which stands at
27 per cent. A decade ago,
China's share was 31 per cent.

Students from India now
outnumber those from Chinain
24 US states, including Illinois,
Texas, and Michigan, which are
among the top destinations for
international students.

The Open Doors Report, an
annual survey examining inter-
national student exchange ac-
tivity in the United States, is
funded by the US Department of
State and conducted by the non-
profit Institute of International
Education (IIE).

The latest edition shows
India has left behind the slump
that had set in the year before
the pandemic.

For two successive years, be-
tween 2018-19 and 2019-20, as

well as 2019-20 and 2020-21,
there was a decline of 4.4 per
cent and 13.2 per cent, respec-
tively, in the number of Indian
students enrolled in US univer-
sities.

In a continuing trend, engi-
neering is no longer the most
popular choice for Indians pur-
suing higher education in the
US. Programmes in mathemat-
ics and computer sciences have
seen a significant increase in
popularity, with 41.2 per cent of
total Indian students in the US
now studying these subjects, up
from 26 per cent a decade ago.
In fact, mathematics and com-
puter science are steadily erod-
ing the share of engineering dis-
ciplines, which has decreased
from 38 per cent adecade ago to
26.9 per cent in 2022-23.

Commenting on the record
number of Indian students in
the US, American Ambassador

Eric Garcetti said in a statement,
“The decision to study abroad,
and your choice of the United
States, represents a valuable in-
vestment by you and your fam-
ilies...We also look forward to
balancing these record num-
bers. We want to see equal
numbers of women pursuing
studies in the United States and
see more US students coming to
experience all that India has to
offer.”

Overall, international stu-
dents make up just 5.6 per cent
of all college students in the US
in 2022-23, but they are a cru-
cial source of revenue for
American universities as they
are usually charged much
higher tuition rates than local
students. After India and China,
the countries that sent the most
students were South Korea,
Canada, Vietnam, Taiwan and
Nigeria.

TELANGANA GOVT ANNOUNCES RS 5 LAKH EXGRATIA

Nine, including seven of a family,

killedin massiveH

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, NOVEMBER 13

SEVEN MEMBERS of a family
and a couple died in a fire that
engulfed a residential building
inBazarghat area of Nampally in
Hyderabad Monday morning,.

The victims have been iden-
tified as Mohammed Azam, 58,
his wife Rehana Sultana 50, their
daughters Faiza Sameen, 26, Dr
Tahura Farheen, 35, and her chil-
dren, Tarooba, 13, Tooba, 6 and
son Hasib-ur-Rahman, 32. They
died in a flat in the five-storey
building.

In another flat, Mohammed
Zakir Hussain, 66, and his wife
Nikath Sultana, 55, died. Dr
Farheen, a BDS doctor, was visit-
ing her parents with her two
children Tarooba and Tooba.

At least 12 others, who have
sustained burns, were rescued
by the Fire Department and po-
lice.

According to Osmania
General Hospital, the first person
was brought in at 10:22 am.

Governor Dr Tamilisai
Soundararjan and Chief Minister
K Chandrashekar Rao have ex-
pressed shock and anguish at the

A damaged car in front of a building where the fire erupted
in Hyderabad’s Nampally area on Monday. P11

loss of the nine lives. The
Telangana government has an-
nounced an ex gratia of Rs 5 lakh
to the families of the victims.

While the cause of the fire,
which started at about 9.30 am,
is under investigation, it spread
to several drums filled with
chemicals and diesel stored in
the cellar of the building.

Seven fire tenders were
pressed into service.

Venkateshwar Rao, DCP,
Central Zone, said the fire started
either from a spark of a car that
was being repaired in the cellar
or from fireworks.

“Some of the drums had
toxic chemicals, oil and diesel,
which caught fire and within

Reopened old wounds: Kin of Amshipora
victims after officer’s sentence suspended

ARUN SHARMA
RAJOURI,NOVEMBER 13

A PALL of gloom descended on
three families of Rajouri district
in Jammu Kashmir as the Army
Tribunal suspended the sentence
of Captain Bhoopendra Singh
and granted him conditional bail
inthe fake Amshipora encounter.
The case pertains to the deaths
of Imtiyaz Hussain, Ibrar Hussain
and Mohammad Abrar who be-
longed to Dharsakri and Tarkasi
villages of the border district. The
three youths, who had gone to
Shopian in Kashmir Valley to work
as labourers, were allegedly
branded as terrorists and killed by
troops on July 18, 2020 under
Captain Singh’s command.
InMarch, the Army officer was
court-martialed and sentenced to
life by an Army court following a
Court of Inquiry. Subsequent sum-
mary of evidence found troops

Veteran CPI(M) leader
Basudeb Acharia dies at 82

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 13

VETERAN COMMUNIST leader
Basudeb Acharia died on Monday
at the age of 82 in Hyderabad.
Acharia was suffering from old-
age-related illnesses and passed
away ata private hospital. He was
staying with his sonin Hyderabad.
Hewasbornonjuly 11,1942,in
Purulia. Acharia was involved in
politics from his student life. He
was one of the faces of the rural
tribal society movement and cam-
paign. CPI(M) West Bengal state
committee secretary Md Salim
posted on X, “Veteran parliamen-
tarianand Trade Unionleader Com.
Basudeb Acharia breathed his last
in Hyderabad this afternoon.”
West Bengal CM Mamata

Acharia was
anine-time
Lok Sabha
MP. File

Banerjee said on X, “Saddened at
the demise of the veteran Left
leader and former MP Basudeb
Acharia. He was a trade union
leader and Parliamentarian of
formidable strength and his de-
parture will cause significant loss
in public life. Condolences to his
family, friends and colleagues.”

Acharia was a member of the
CPI(M) Central Committee. He
was elected to the Lok Sabha nine
times from the Bankura seat from
1980 to 2014.In 2014, he was de-
feated by TMC candidate Moon
Moon Sen in Bankura.

In March, the officer was
court-martialed and
sentenced to life. File

under Captain Singh’s command
exceeded their powers under the
Armed Forces (Special Powers)
Act. “What should I say now,”
said Mohammad Abrar’s 65-
year-old father Mohammad
Yousuf Khan. “Even today, his
four-year-old son, Hanees, was
asking me where his father is,”

Lalit Patil,

SUSHANT KULKARNI
PUNE,NOVEMBER13

KINGPIN OF drug cartel Lalit Patil
and the mastermind behind his
narcotics production operation
Arvindkumar Lohare alias ‘doc-
tor’ chalked out the planto set up
their Nashik- based Mephed-
rone manufacturing unit at the
most unexpected place — thein-
firmary or hospital ward of the
Yerawada Central Prison. This is
where Patil strategically kept
coming, allegedly feigning vari-
ous medical issues, revealed the
probe conducted by the Pune
police.

The crime branch of the
Pune City police launched a
probe into the large-scale

he said. Khan said they were
called twice to Kashmir during
the court-martial proceedings.
“Captain Bhoopendra Singh had
confessed to have killed our chil-
dren,” Khan said, adding that
they (troops) killed an earning
member of his family.

“Now the suspension of his
sentence and release on bail has
only reopened our old wounds
as it means that they have put a
price tag of only Rs 10lakh on the
life of my son,” the bereaved fa-
ther said. When Captain Singh
was sentenced, they had no
words to thank the Army and the
government for getting them
justice, recalled a close relative
of Mohammad Ibrar.

Amember each from the fam-
ilies of Imtiyaz and Ibrar were
given jobs in the Sheep Depa-
rtment of the J&K government
only last month, Khan said,adding
the three families had been paid
Rs 10lakh each as ex gratia.

yderabad blaze

minutes it engulfed the entire
building,” he said. The thick
black smoke resulted in the
deaths due to asphyxiation or
burns, the fire department offi-
cials said. Officials said that the
building owner, who owns a
factory, uses the cellar to store
drums. Fire and police officials
pulled out dozens of drums
which had not caught fire.

Vikram Singh Mann,
Additional CP, Hyderabad, said,
“Highly inflammable chemicals
were stored in the ground floor
and nine persons have died of
asphyxiation when fire and
smoke quickly spread through
the building”.

“Action will be taken against
those responsible after investi-
gation,” Mann added.

According to a fire officer on
the ground, the control roomre-
ceived an emergency call around
9.34 am. The caller said a car was
ablaze on the street.

“When we reached, the fire
had started spreading fast. The
fire originated from the cellar
where chemical drums were
stored,” he said. Ministers KT
Rama Rao and Talasani Srinivas
Yadav and Telangana BJP chief G
Kishan Reddy visited the spot.

Revised [IM
rules notified:
President can
dissolve board
for disobedience

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

THREE MONTHS after amending
the Indian Institute of Managem-
ent (IIM) Act to assert more au-
thority over the 20 premier busi-
ness schools, the Ministry of
Education (IMoE) has officially no-
tified revised rules thatlay down
three grounds for dissolving an
institute's governing Board.

Asfirstreported by The Indian
Express on November 11, the
Union government, represented
by the President whois the Visitor
of allIMsin this case, can dissolve
the board of an IIM for persistent
disobedience of its orders, in pub-
licinterest, and in case of circum-
stances beyond the board's con-
trol hindering its duties.

The amended rules, now in
effect, also clearly define the ex-
tent of the President's power re-
garding removal of an IIM direc-
tor. The rules explicitly state that
the institute's board is obligated
to follow the decisions of the
Visitor in this regard, leaving no
room for debate.

For the first time, the Rules
under the [IM Act firmly establish
the educational qualifications of
an I[IM director. It specifies that
any candidate for the position
should possess afirst-class degree
at both the Bachelor's and
Master's levels, in addition to a
PhD or an equivalent qualifica-
tion. Earlier, the criteria used to be
a “distinguished academic with
PhD orequivalent” and there was
no mention of the required divi-
sion for the degrees.

This move is significant as it
comes against the backdrop of
the [IM Rohtak case, where it
was discovered that the incum-
bent director, Dheeraj Sharma,
had a second-class Bachelor's
degree while the government,
while advertising the post, had
mandated a first-class Bachelor's
degree The Ministry of
Education had informed the
Punjab and Haryana High Court
last year that Sharma had mis-
represented his educational
qualification.

The amendment of the rules
under the IIM Act was
prompted by recent changes to
the law, introduced during this
year’s Monsoon Session of
Parliament.

Around 2,000 Myanmar

refugees cross over in a day
to Mizoram’s Zokhawthar

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER 13

AROUND 2,000 refugees are es-
timated to have crossed over to
Mizoram’s Champhai since
Sunday night amid fierce fight-
ing between guerrillas of Chin
Defence Force and the Myanmar
military close to the Indo-
Myanmar international border.
The Indian border town of
Zokhawthar, only a few kilome-
tres from the Myanmar town of
Rikhawdar — the epicentre of the
fighting, has emerged as the cen-
tre of the cross-border movement.
Manipur DGP Anil Shukla
Monday said one refugee was
killed, while around 20 Myan-
mar nationals were hospitalised
in Mizoram. “These are people
who have been injured in Myan-
mar and crossed over the border

to receive medical treatment
here,” he said. As of Monday
evening, 20 injured have been
admitted to Champhai district
hospital and another eight in
hospitals in Aizawl.

Local Refugee Relief Commi-
ttee chairman Robert Zoremt-
luaga told The Indian Express they
could still hear gunfire as of 6 pm
Monday. According to his esti-
mates, the area received close to
2,000 refugees since Sunday
night. “Everyone from the 2 vil-
lages of Rikhawdar and Khaw-
mami has come to the Indianside.
So,movement of people has stop-
ped for now... Three who have
beeninjured in Indian territory are
people who crossed over to Zokh-
awthar earlier. One of them died.
He had been living on the Indian
side since last year,” he said. The
deceased is Cungsianmawia, 51,
from Khawmawi

‘doctor’ planned Nashik drug
factory in Yerawada jail infirmary: Probe

Mephedrone manufacturing
and smuggling operation led by
Patil (34) and Lohare (39). The
investigation kicked off after the
Anti Narcotics Cell of Pune City
police seized mephedrone
worth Rs 2.14 crore near the
state-run Sassoon General
Hospital on September 30.

Lohare and Patil were lodged
in Yerawada Central Prison un-
der judicial custody, following
their arrestin December 2020 in
a case pertaining to the seizure
of 20kg mephedrone.

A senior officer, who is part
of the probe, said, “Probe re-
vealed that Lohare gave Patil the
formula and the entire method
of synthesis of mephedrone
during their stay in Yerawada
prison. The two are alleged to

have passed on the instructions
of setting up the manufacturing
unit in Shindegaon village in
Nashik to the other accused in
the case - Lalit’s brother
Bhushan and his aide Abhishek
Balkawade.”

Investigation has revealed
that Patil and Lohare had these
meetings in the Yerawada pri-
son’sinfirmary, the hospital ward
within Yerawada prison, between
December 2020 and late 2021. 1t
was during these meetings that
the plan to set up the factory was
hatched. “During his judicial cus-
tody in Yerawada Central prison,
Patil had been admitted to the
prison infirmary several times,
which we believe he did by
feigning various medical prob-
lems. It was this factory in

Shindegaon that the Mumbai
police raided in October this year
and seized mephedrone worth
Rs 300 crore,” said the officer.
The infirmary of Yerawada
prison has an OPD and can ad-
mitaround 35 inmatesin the in-
patient department (IPD). A po-
lice officer said an inmate
admitted to IPD can easily meet
any other inmate coming to the
OPD since a large number of in-
mates gather at the prison hospi-
tal for various medical reasons.
Patil and Lohare, who were oth-
erwise lodged in different cells,
allegedly took advantage of this
overcrowding and held their
meetings in the infirmary, with-
out attracting much attention.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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The altitude (in feet) of Shergaon in Rajasthan’s Abu-Pindwara
seat, where people will vote in their village for the first time.
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Telangana CM K Chandrashekar Rao in Warangal Monday. P11

‘I am more effective
today. I am Deputy

CM, part of central
poll panel of Cong’

JAYPRAKASHS NAIDU
RAIPUR,NOVEMBER13

WITH THE second and final
round of Chhattisgarh elections
now just four days away,
Deputy CM T S Singh Deo talks
about taking up the post ahead
of the polls, the fight the party
is facing in his turf Surguja, im-
plementation of the PESA)rules,
and corruption allegations
against CM Bhupesh Baghel.
Excerpts:

Inan earlier interview with
The Indian Express, you
spoke about not being
inclined to contest elections.
Have things changed now?

[ feel 'm more effective to-
day. The party has given me the
honour to work as Deputy CM
and made me a member of its
central election committee.

The Baghel government is
facing several ED cases. How
many seats will this affect?

Zero.The EDisnolongerare-
liable factor. Nobody believes in
the effectiveness or neutrality of
the ED anymore. They see it just
as awing of the BJP.

In Jagdalpur, Rahul Gandhi
said land acquisition will need
gram sabha consent. Will
PESArules, in which ‘consent’
was changed to ‘consultation’,
berevised again?

This (gram sabha consent) is
the Congress’s thinking. Now it’s
up to the government to imple-
mentit. The thinking of the lead-
ership is evident. The state gov-
ernment won't go ahead against
the will of the people. If the peo-
ple don't want something, the
government won't proceed onit.

Your party has supported 33%
women'’s quota, but given
tickets to only 20% women.
This is amale-dominated so-
ciety. We are not an egalitarian
society where women have an
absolute 50-50% position. The
first time an American woman

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
TS SINGH DEO
DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER,
CHHATTISGARH

contested for President, she did
not win. So first talk about ad-
vanced and egalitarian America
and compare yourself with it,
and only then compare
Chhattisgarh. We already have
50% reservation for women in
panchayats and local bodies, be-
cause thatlaw has been enacted.

When all 14 seats in Surguja
division went to the Congress
in 2018, the people here
hoped you would be the CM.
Are you expecting a similar
mandate?

Donald Bradman (cricketer)
did not score a triple-century
every time he went on to the
field. This has never happened in
the history of politics in
Surguja... Though, we always
want that to happen, we expect
no less than 10-11 seats.

Internal issues in Surguja are
now public.

Chintamani Maharaj is no
longer an internal issue. He has
joined the BJP. So far, there are no
reports that Brihaspat is involved
in sabotage.

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

NASIR AND JUNAID’S MURDER

%2 Shadow over Cong MLA,

BJP senses opportunity

Bharatpur seat with a high proportion of Meo Muslims feels Zahida Khan did
not side with them; apart from BJP, she faces Independent, AIMIM candidate

DEEP MUKHERJEE
KAMAN (BHARATPUR),
NOVEMBER13

IN FEBRUARY, at a community
panchayat in Bharatpur’s
Ghatmika village, a teary-eyed
Mohammad Jabir had a public
confrontation with Rajasthan
Minister of State (MoS) and
Kaman MLA Zahida Khan.

The meeting was over the
murders of Nasir and Junaid, the
two men killed allegedly by cow
vigilantes. Their charred bodies
were found in LoharuinHaryana’s
Bhiwani district. Zahida was urg-
ing members of the families to
bury the bodies.

Jabir, a cousin of the duo, said
the bodies would not be buried
until Monu Manesar, one of the
men accused of the murder, was

arrested. Manesar has beenina
Rajasthanjail in connection with
the case since September.
“Pehlu  Khan, Umar
Mohammad, Rakbar Khan, and
now Junaid and Nasir! How
many more men will die?” Jabir
said at the panchayat convened
on the morning of February 17.
Nine months later, Jabir does
not mince his words as he stands
near the makeshift election of-
fice of Mukhtyar Ahmad, a char-
tered accountant whois contest-
ing in the November 25 polls as
an Independent after being de-
nied a ticket by the Congress.The
party has once again fielded sit-
ting MLA Zahida from Kaman.
Apartfrom 2018, Zahidawon the
seat in the Meo Muslim-popu-
lated Mewat region in 2008.
Kaman has around 2.55 lakh
Muslim voters. Meo Muslims
constitute 587% of this number.
“ZahidaKhandid nothelp us
during the Nasir-Junaid murder
case. When family members
protested, the government
slapped cases onus. We will have
to change this dictator. The public
wantsan MLAwho sides with the
biradari(community)and not the
government,” said Jabir.

Congress announced minister Zahida Khan’s candidature at the last moment. Facebook

HOW KAMAN VOTED IN LAST TWO ELECTIONS

Results in 2013
CANDIDATE VOTE SHARE
Jagat Singh, BJP: 46.88%
Zahida Khan, Cong: 44.77%

He added that Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot only took note of the
case “after AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi targeted him”
for not speaking on the matter.
Owaisi had compared the case
with the killing of Kanhaiyalal in
Udaipur, who was murdered al-
legedly for sharing a post on the
Prophet, and targeted the Gehlot
government over “difference” in
the government compensation.

Jabir is now campaigning for
Ahmad, who the local Meo com-
munity believes supported Nasir
and Junaid’s families as they de-
manded action. Owing to the se-
vere opposition Zahida is facing
among sections of the commu-
nity in Kaman, the Congress only
announced her name in its last
candidate list, released a day be-
fore the closing of nominations.

The main contest is seenas be-
tween Zahida, Ahmad and the
BJP's Nauksham Chaudhary. The
AIMIM has fielded Imran Nawab.

Another reason for the opposi-
tionagainst Zahidais the clout her

Results in 2018
Candidate Vote share
Zahida Khan, Cong: 58.04%

Kaman

RAJASTHAN

Jawahar Beadham, BJP: 37.28%

family wields in the region. Her
son and daughter are both prad-
hans of panchayat samitis, while
her husband had served as one.

“The corruptionin publicdeal-
ing is a big issue here. False cases
have been registered on the be-
hest of the MLA, which have led
toangerin the public. The election
will be between us and the BJP.
The minister will finish third or
fourth,” said Ahmad.

A few hundred metres from
the election office of Ahmad, peo-
ple shuffleinand out of the house
of Zahida. Thick brochures of the
development work that has been
done by the legislator in the last
five years can be found here.

Sitting with Congress workers,
Javed Khan, from Zahida’s camp,
said the “Nasir-Junaid case has
been used to polarise voters”.

“Some people tried to launch
their political careers by using the
case. These are the same people
whorefused tobury the body and
protested against the state gov-
ernment. We handled the case

smoothly, compensation was an-
nounced for the families,” said
Jamshed Khan, Zahida’s relative.
With a strong Independent
candidate from the Muslim com-
munity challenging Zahida, the
mood at the election office of the
BJP’s 33-year-old candidate
Nauksham Chaudhary is upbeat.
So far, Kaman is the only place
where the BJP has chosen to field
a Dalit for an unreserved seat.
“Caste doesn’t matter here.
This is a Hindu-Muslim election.
But the Congressis notin the fight
due to the huge opposition that
MLA Zahida Khan is facing. We
will gain with the division of
Muslim votes between Zahida
and Ahmed,” said Rajesh Gurjar,a
former sarpanch involved with
Nauksham’s campaign.
Nauksham, who is from
Haryana, is trying to shed her out-
sider tag. She had unsuccessfully
contested the Punhana seat in
Haryana in 2019. The BJP ia also
counting on the fact that it won
Kamanin 2003 and 2013.

FORMORELOGONTO
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NEVER SAY NEVER
AGAIN? SONS OF

FIVEFORMER CMs
INTHE RACEIN MP

WHY CONG IS TALKING OF ‘DORALUWY’
VERSUS ‘PRAJALU’ IN TELANGANA
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CROREPATI CANDIDATES

? 1 .87 crore

AVERAGE ASSETS
OF CANDIDATES

BJP m X532 cr

jCC] ". %1 29cr

ﬁhnm

Total Candidates

~ WOMEN CANDIDATES

155 (13 13%)

Cong  BJP JCCJ ™ AAP |

R

Cong BJP JCCJ AAP
18 15 M 5

126 (10.67%)

CANDIDATES WITH
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Source: ADR Election Commission

Cong BJP JCCJ AAP
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I HErREBY DECLARE
GVIVEKANAND, 66 PSRINIVASAREDDY, 58
Richest Telangana candidate, Second-richestin fray in Telangana,
Congress nominee from Chennur Congress candidate from Palair
MOVABLE ASSETS MOVABLE ASSETS
(including of spouse) (including of
X380.76 CRORE spouse, HUF)

(Rs 61 crin 2014 LS polls) 1424.12 CRORE
(Rs4.33crin2014
l{l\/;\é[g\g;BLE ASSETS LS polls)
94 CRORE
(Rs20552crorein2014) =~ MMOVABLE ASSETS
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Five FIRs for offences
under IPC, no convictions = SOURCE OF INCOME:
Property, dividend,
SOURCE OF INCOME: agriculture, interestand
Dividend, agriculture MP pension
and interest
EDUCATION:
EDUCATION: 12th pass from Govt
MBBS from Osmania Junior College Kalluru,
Medical College Khammam

All Karnataka hands on deck, Telangana Cong aims at rerun

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, NOVEMBER 13

NEIGHBOURING KARNATAKA is
abig part of the political conver-
sationin Telangana ahead of the
polls on November 30. While the
ruling Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) has been hitting out at the
Siddaramaiah government, as a
warning regarding what might
follow if the Congress came to
power, the Congress leadership
has deployed star campaigners
fromits first big electoral victory
inyears to campaign in the state.

At a rally on November 10,
speaking in the high-profile
Kamareddy seat, where CM K
Chandrashekar Rao is taking on
Telangana Congress chief

Revanth Reddy, Siddaramaiah,
who is from the OBC Kuruba
community, unveiled the party’s
backward classes declaration.
The Congress is highlighting that
its government in Karnataka will
ensure that details of a caste sur-
vey conducted by it earlier are
revealed and reservations will be
increased in local bodies from
23% to 42% . The party also
promised Rs 20,000 crore annu-
ally for backward class welfare.

Deputy CM D K Shivakumar,
who is also the Karnataka
Pradesh Congress president, has
been accompanying Telangana
leaders during roadshows and
public meetings.

A Congress leader said the
party's Karnataka leaders
are helping highlight the

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah with Telangana Congress chief
Revanth Reddy at a rally in Kamareddy last week. X/File

Siddaramaiah government's
schemes in Karnataka, with the
promise to "replicate the model”

in Telangana.
“In Karnataka, the Congress
was able to spread their message

effectively,” another Congress
leader said. Apart from
Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar,
at least eight other ministers,
over 30 MLAs, and key Congress
leaders are on the ground in
Telangana. In all, Karnataka
Congress leaders have addressed
14 rallies so far and 30 of them
have been appointed observers
of constituencies for polling day.

“Several Karnataka ministers
and MLAs have been appointed
as observers in key constituen-
cies to help Congress candidates.
Siddaramaiah spoke last week at
a public meeting at Kamareddy.
Minorities Welfare Minister
Zameer Ahmed Khan is in
Hyderabad, while ministers S P
Patil, KH Muniyappa and others
are in other constituencies,” a

senior Telangana Congress
leader said.

CLP leader Mallu Bhatti
Vikaramarka said the Congress
was reaching out to the people
with the six guarantees, like it
did in Karnataka.

Since the party won in
Karnataka, the Telangana
Congress has implied that the
victory has re-energised its
ranks, leaving it resurgent
against the BRS government,
which has been in power for al-
most 10 years.

The BRS, in turn, has been
highlighting the differences be-
tween the fractured Karnataka
Congress unit, while dubbing the
party “scam-gress”.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

In Rajasthan constituency with Ram Mandir link, temple not poll issue

LALMANIVERMA
BAYANA (RAJASTHAN),
NOVEMBER13

THE BJP may be hoping that the
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya will be-
come an electoral issue in the
run-up to the Lok Sabha election,
but in the village of Bansi
Pahadpur in Rajasthan’s
Bharatpur district, surrounded by
pink sandstone mines that have
been supplying stones for the
temple for over three decades, the
temple seemingly is not a matter
big enough to sway voters.
Locals acknowledge that the
temple has put their village on
the map and provided them with
asource of earning butitisnotan
election issue for them. The BJP
candidate for the Bayana (SC-re-
served) Assembly constituency
of which the village is a part,
Bachchu Singh Bansiwal, how-

ever still makes a mention of the
temple while canvassing.

“It is a matter of pride that
stones for Ram temple in
Ayodhya have been supplied
from Bayana.I mention this in my
speeches. If the BJP comes to
power, Iwill try to ensure villagers
get mining leases of smaller areas
and earn money,” Bansiwal, a
Jatav, tells The Indian Express while
out on a door-to-door campaign.

A drone camera operated by
his supporters and a vehicle
mounted with dragon lights and
loudspeakers follows Bansiwal
on the campaign trail. “I will re-
solve the problem of irrigation in
this area. Also, the Ram temple is
being built with stones of Bansi
Pahadapur. That is my village. I
mention this in my campaign be-
cause people are happy that the
Ram temple is going to be inau-
gurated.Itis a proud moment for
us and people will vote on this is-
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sue,” he adds.

Bansiwal makes it a point to
bring up the Ram Mandir in his
speeches as there is another can-
didate with Hindutva credentials
in the fray. Independent candi-
date Ritu Banawat contested the
2018 election from Bayana on a
BJP ticket but lost to the
Congress’s Amar Singh. That is
why sheisas muchathreat to the
BJP candidate as the MLA.

“My ticket was taken away in
2018 but I did not rebel. She be-
came a rebel in 2013 too and in
2018 ticket was given to her but
she rebelled again this time. Her
husband was the district presi-
dent. It is wrong to contest as a
rebel.,” Banshiwal tells a group of
people in Shahpur Dang village,
almost 30 km from Bansi
Pahadpur, before departing.

After he leaves, a youth, who
identifies himself as Sanjay
Gurjar, says that the BJP can win

Independent candidate Ritu Banawat is one of the BJP’s
biggest challenges in Bayana in Bharatpur district. Express

but adds that if it comes to power
“the CM should someone like
Yogi Adityanath who takes
strong action, people are safe in
UP under Yogi rule”.

Asked why Banawat lost the
last election, Rajkumar Parmar, a
Thakur, and Bansi Pahadpur res-
ident says, “Then, Gujjar voters
got polarised in favour of the

Congress here expecting that
Sachin Pilot will become Chief
Minister if the party wins. It ap-
pears that Pilot will not get an op-
portunity to become the CM if
the Congress retains power. So, it
is better to look towards any
other candidate. No matter that
the candidate is an Independent.”

Parmar says the road con-
necting Bayana to Bansi
Pahadpurisin an extremely poor
condition and that the BJP too ig-
nored this when in power de-
spite the village’s link to the Ram
Mandir. On the temple, he says,
“That is a matter of faith but not
an election issue in Rajasthan.”

Anothervillager, Ranbir Singh,
says he values candidates with
qualifications. “The Congress and
BJP only made money through
mining in Bansi Pahadpur but
they did not develop infrastruc-
ture. So, that makes Ritu Banwat
a candidate worth voting for.”

From Thakurs, Dalits,
Brahmins, and Other Backward
Classes (OBCs), the village has al-
most 2,400 voters. There are 2.65
lakh voters in Bayana, with the
majority of them Jatav Dalits
(85,000). The other electorally
crucial groups are non-Jatav Dalits,
Gurjars, Brahmins, Thakurs, and
some OBC communities.

That the Independent candi-
date seemingly continues to have
asizable supportbase in the con-
stituency will be bad news for the
BJP. Banawat whose campaign
material has the green and saf-
fron colours of the BJP flag dis-
misses the rebel tag. “lam not any
rebel.lama candidate of the pub-
licand contesting on their issues.
When I contested as a BJP candi-
date in 2018, I received the max-
imum votes among BJP candi-
dates in the Bharatpur division,”
Banawat tells The Indian Express.

She says legal mining in-

creased when the construction
of the Ram temple began.
“Before that, illegal mining had
been happening in this area and
there we only a few authorised
leases. The problem is that cur-
rent leases are for big mines and
locals do not have the money to
get those. The mining lease
should be for a small area,”
Banawat says, adding that Ram
Mandir is not an electoral issue.

Congress MLA Amar Singh
also says that while it is a matter
of pride for the people of Bayana
that local stone was being used
for the temple, it is not a poll is-
sue. “I am contesting on the
works that the Congress govern-
ment has done here to improve
education and medical facilities,
water supply, infrastructure de-
velopment. The work that re-
mains incomplete will be done
in the next tenure,” he tells The
Indian Express.
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Engineering, Mabbi, Darbhanga -846005.

Venue :- Adminstrative Building,
Darbhanga College of Engineering, Darbhanga.  principal

PR. No. 011753 (Education) 2023-24 D.C.E., Darbhanga
This information is available on website state, bihar.gov.in/prdbihar also

Govt, of Bihar
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TUESDAY,NOVEMBER 14,2023

O-1513
WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE
1** Corrigendum to Bid Identification No. CCE/BLS/NCB/51
Invited vide this office Letter No. 5148 dt. 27.10.2023

Due to unavoidable circumtances, partial modifications of Road Works

JAGPREET SINGH
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 13

under CMRL vide above identification have been made as follows:-

SL Items As per Original As per Ist Corrigendum to
No. TCN TCN & DTCN

1.+ Last date of availability of tender + Dt. 15:11.2023 up to 5.00 P.-M +Dt. 21.11.2023 upto 5.00 PM

2.+ Last date & time of seeking tender  Dt. 14.11.2023 up to 5.00 P.M + Dt.20.11.2023 up to 5.00 P.M
Clarification

3. Date of Opening of Technical Bid - Dt. 16.11.2023 up to 11.00 A.-M — Dt. 22.11.2023 up to 11 A.-M

HOLDING THE state as “primarily re-
sponsible” for paying compensation to
people in incidents where stray ani-
mals are involved, the Punjab and
Haryana High Court has ruled that in
cases relating to dog bite, the financial
assistance shall be ata minimum of Rs

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer,

OIPR-25105/11/0067/2324 Rural Works Circle, Balasore

10,000 per teeth mark and where the
flesh has been pulled off the skin, it
shall be a minimum of Rs 20,000 per
0.2 cm of wound.

The high court, while disposing a
bunch of 193 pleas, also ordered the
states of Punjab and Haryana and the
Union Territory of Chandigarh to con-
stitute committees chaired by
the deputy commissioners of respec-
tive districts to the determine such

compensation.

trains as per schedule given below:-

EAST BOUND FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS-2023 J+==

In order to clear extra rush of passengers during Chhath Puja Festival, Northern Railway has planned to run
the following East Bound Festival Special Trains from 14.11.2023 to 19.11.2023 in addition to normal regular

EAST BOUND TRAINS FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS ON 14.11.2023 (TUESDAY)

i,

MEANS

VAID Si

Mew Delhi

. . _ _ . Moradabad, Barsily, Lucknow, Rasbareily, Amethi, Pralapgarh, Varanasi, PL.Desn Dayal Upadhyaya,
= Anand Vihar Terminal | 10:30 | Jaynagar $EA ] 3 TIBEAC, TAaRpAr . Gansn Bunear, Ara, Danapur, Patfiputra, Hajipur, Muzaffanpur, Samastipur, Darbhanga & Madhubani Stations
04012 Mew Dalhi 19:20 | Darbhanga Jn | 16:45 | 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & General Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gorakhpur Jn., Narkatiagan), Raxaul & Sitamarhi Stations

Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Chandausi, Bareilly Cantt., Sitapur, Gonda, Basti, Gorakhpur,
04010 Anand Vihar Terminal | 23:45 | Jogbani 05:20 | 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & General Deoria Sadar, Siwan, Chhapra, Sonpur, Hajipur, Shahpur Patoree, Barauni, Begu Sarai,
Khapgaria, Naugachia, Katihar, Pumea, Araniya Court, Arariya and Forbesganj Stations
4002 | Anand Vihar Tarmenal | 00:05 | Patna Jn. 156:45 | 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Sleepar & Gangral Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations
04022 | Mew Delhi 15:30 | Saharsa Jn. 16:30 2 Tiar AC, 3 Tier AC, Moradabad, Bareilly, Sitapur, Gonda, Gorakhpur, Siwan, Chhapra, Hajipur, Muzaffarpur,
Sleeper & General Samastipur, Barauni, Begusarai, Khagaria & Simr Bhakhtivarpur Stations
(Wit ﬁg;‘de%ﬂgml Exprass) | 07:25 | Fatna Jn, 19:00 AG Chair Car Kanpur Central, Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations
02246 New Delhi [Gat Shakti) | 23:45 | Patna Jn. 15:50 | 3 Tier AC Economy Class Kanpur Cenfral, Prayagraj Jn., Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar & Ara Stations
02260 | Mew Delhi | 18:15 | Bhagalpur 15:15 2 Tiar AC, 3 Tier AC, Sleepar & General Govindpuri, Prayagraj, P, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar, Ara, Paina, Kiul, Abhaypur, Jamalpur & Sultangan] Stafions
Twar AC, 3 Ti ) ’ : ; ; ; :
oaaig | Arand ik Ternieal Fiaan | iaids Teir 5730 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC G.EI'H]I'II:IF:-UH. Pryagraij, Pt. Dgen Daval Upadhyaya, Em:.ar. Fu'a Paina, Eﬂn Bakhtivarpur, Mokameh, Hn.ri:
Skeeper & General Abhaipur, Jamalpur, Sultangan], Bhagalpur, Kahalgaon, Pirpaint, Sahibgan|, Barharwa & New Farakka Stations
03228 Anand Vihar Terminal | 09:30 | Ara 00 Sleeper & General Kanpur Central, Pryagran, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Dildarneagar, Gahmar, Buxar, Dumraon & Bibeya Stations
Anand Vihar Terminal : : Kanpur Central, Prayagraj, PT. Dean Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar, Ara, Patliputra, Hajipur,
sl (Unreserved Special) 15:30 | Purnea Jn. He General Barauni, Begusarai, Khagaria, Mansi & Katihar Stations
BiES AJarl-:I W?;; germf_nala]] | 20-45 | Saharsa Jn. 0330 General I_-iapur. Moradabad, Etarﬂlll;,r_ Hardoi, Lucknow, Gorakhpur, Flﬂnrua Sa.nar. E.lw?n. Chhapra,
(Unresery pecial) : Hajipur, Muzaffarpur, Samastipur, Barauni, Begusarai, Khagaria & Simri Bhakhtiyarpur Stations
04004 !'i,ﬂ:';gfﬂspﬁm" 00:10 | Sitamarhi Jn, | 23:30 General Moradabad, Barailly, Shahjehanpur, Sapur, Gonda, Basti, Gorakhpur, Markatiagan] & Raxaul Stations

EAST BOUND TRAINS FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS ON 15.11.2023 (WEDNESDAY)

Crlassifieds

SHAJUPHILIP

Why Vaids?

Full Support

Stray dog bite: HC rules Rs 10K per teeth mark compensation

“The award shall be passed by the
committees within a period of four
months of the claims being filed before
italong with requisite documents...The
State shall be primarily responsible to
pay compensation with a right to re-
cover the same from the defaulting
agencies/ instrumentalities of the State
or the private person, if any,” a bench
of Justice Vinod S Bhardwaj said.

Row erupts over
Kerala temple board’s
reverential invitation
to Travancore royals

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,NOVEMBER 13

THE TRAVANCORE Devaswom Board, the state-gov-
ernment-run body that manages more than 1,200

until Success, temples in southern Kerala, triggered a controversy
Including free when in an invitation card to an event commemo-
Repeat Classes rating the 1936 Temple Entry Proclamation, it re-

tary and reverential.

180+ Answers

Prepared &
Evaluated

missioner.

Includes
Test Series &
Time-bound
Answer Writing

under heavy criticism.

Online(Live) & Offline

EAST BOUND

TRAINS FRﬂ DELHI AREA TERMINALS ON 18.11.2023 (SATURDAY)

For the holistic development of horticulture in the state of Bihar, Bihar Horticulture

: : : 3 2 - Development Society (BHDS), Bihar, Patna invites e-tender from interested registered/recognized
(4080 Mew Dalh 19:20 | Varanasi Jn 09:45 | 3 Tier AC, Sleaper & Genesal (Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Lucknow & Pratapgarh Stations liFserles .- Gove./Semi Gavt,/Privake prodiders snd suppliers for the supply Plaridng Materials for
(4488 Anand Yihar Terminal | 23:15 | Gorakhpur 14:00 | 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC & Sleeper Ghaziabad Moradabad, Chandausi, Baredlly Canit, Sitapur, , Gonda & Basti Stations Dutch Rose (Budded Plant) and Gerbera (Tissue Culture Plant) on uniform price to the farmers of
the state of Bihar. In determination of uniform price of Plants for the state, financial proposals of
_ ; 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Govindpun, Prayagraj, Pt.Deen Dayal Upadhyay, Sasaram # i Vifi i
i: - ! . the technically gualified agencies will be evaluated,
13576 Anand Vihar Terminal | 11:55 | Asansal Jn. 10:20 Sleeper & General Dehri-On-Sone, Gaya, Koderma & Dhanbad Stations i . B . 4 . o o
_ E-tender forms including terms and conditions tor technical gqualification, specifications,
04490 | MNew Dethi | 19:35 | Darbhanga 16:45 | 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & Genaral Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gorakhpur, Narkatiagan|, Raxaul & Sitamarhi Stations as well as guality and quantity of Planting Material and procedure is available on website:
= . ; _ : g ; : horticulture. bihar.gowinfhttps:/feproc? bihargowin, Applicants may upload/submit their
04146 Anand Vihar Terminal | 10:15 | Frayagraj Jn. 20:00 | 2Tier AG, 3 Tier AG, Sleeper & General Aligarh, Tundia, Etawah, Govindpun & Falshpur Stations tender along with all reguired documents for technical qualification through the online portal
15t AC, 2 Tier A3, 3 Tier AC, . , ’ hitps:feproe2 bihar gov.in. Financlal proposals should also. be proposed on that partal in
(2248 Anand Vehar Terrminal | 00:30 | Patna Jn. 16:30 . Sleeper & General Govindpuri, Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations tasciibed formn sevaratei
: Bapudham ; : Moradabad, Bareilly, Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jn., Gorakhpur, Proposal can only be uploaded/submitted on the website https,//eproc?.bihargov.in
4018 Nesw Delhi 1453 | Motihari 1215 | 3 Tier AC Economy Class Paniva Hawa, Narkatiaganj, Bettiah & Sagauli Jn. while EMD and Tender fee payment should be through online mode (NEFT/RTGS) only.
Anand Vihar Terminal Kanpur Cenftral, Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar, Ara, Patliputra, Hajipur, =N Activity | Diate/Time: Duration
04058 [Unreserved Special) 08:30 | Jaynagar a7:00 . General Muzaffarpur, Samastipur, Darbhanga & Madhubani Stations Start Date & Time for Downleading of Tender 30.11.2023 [10:00 Hrs.]
' document ' ' ' -
: Bapudham Moradabad, Barellty, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur Jn,, Gonda Jn,, Bast, Gorakhpur,
Anand Vihar Terménal | 01: A g ! : : i ; 2%t Date : ading of Tarda
04028 01:00 | pigihar 28:30|  Sleeper, Ganeral Paniya Hawa, Narkatiagan, Bettiah & Sagaull Jn. | R R Y 21.12.2023 (11:00 Hrs)
02245 | New Delhi (Gat Shakt | 23:45 | Patna Jn. 15:50 | 3 Tier AC Economy Class Kanpur Gentral, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya., Buxar & Ara Stations 5 " Last Date & Time for submission/ uploading of | S48 T A
. . 3 fier/Bid R : i
. : ; Delhi Shahdara, Ghaziabad, Hapur Jn., Amroha, Moradabad, Chandausi Jn,, Aonla, Shahjghanpur, Hardol, Lucknos, = “ - -+
05316 Delhi Jn. 14:00 | Chhapra 13:20 | 3 Tier AC, Sleaper, Genaral ¥ y : 5 ; . 4, Date & Time of Pre-bid Mesting 12.12.2023 (12:00 Hrs.) (Through 2oom)
EYORTER G0 BREREERR, /IR, AP BEAEA ENOR, UG BETyR: i, HENTpia & B"E g Date and time of technical bid opening 22.12.2023 (15:30 Hrs.)
EAST BOUHD THAIHS FHuM DELHI AREA TERM'"ALS ON 19_1 1 _2“23 {SUHDAY] 6| Date and time of financial bid opening | To be intimated to technically successful bidder anly
_ : o _ : . - 3 » 3 &ri Rakesh Kumar, Deputy Director Horticuliure
4062 Delhi Jn. | 0B:05 | Barawnl Jn. 06:30 | 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & Ganeral Aligarh, Tundla, Etawah, Kanpur Central, Lucknow, Gonda, Basli, Gorakhpur, Siwan, Chhapra & Hajipur Stations Mobile Mo, 9431818929
05284 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 13:25 | Muzaffarpur Jn. | 07:00 | 1stAC, 2 Tier AC & 3 Tier AC | Kanpur Central, Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyay, Buear, Ara, Danapur, Patliputra, Sonpur & Hajipur Stations + | ol aicerContaa pecson Torisies: | M-Ik Assl. D;":J;f'ﬁr?l?';ig- Engg) Mobile No:
03228 | Anand Vikar Terminal | 09:30 | Ara 04:00 Sleeper & General | Kanpur Central, Pryagran, PL Deen Dayal Upadhyaya. Dildarmagar, Gahmar, Buxar, Dumeaon & Bikiva Stations Dr. Abhay Kumar Gaurav, Assistant Director,
p2zsg | Toew Uehy 19:10 | Patna Jn. 07:30 | 15t AC, 2 Tier AC & 3 Tier AC Kangur Central Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations Horticulture {Yojana) Mobile No: 3331818952
ISR ENp Ben 5 o o i AN Mode of Selection Least Cost Based Selection- LCBS (L1}
02248 | Mew Delhi (Gat Shakti | 23:45 | Patna Jn. 15:50 | 3 Tier AC Economy Class Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya., Buxar & Ara Stations Mission Director, Bihar Horticulture Develapment Society, Patna reserves the right to

For any kind of information, such as seat availability and time-table etc.,
passengers are requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or
may visit Indian Railways website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

During the Rail journey never travel with inflammable objects like Crackers, Petrol, Kerosene, Gas Cylinder etc,

7E$
Jﬁz;di Ha
Amrit pahotsay

o3 NORTHERN RAILWAY

visit us at: www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

Please join us on ¥ [x]

91 Bl AR, 9918 B GE IRaR|

revise/change, cancel the proposal without assigning any reasons thereaf.
For further details please visit : www.state. bihar.govin/prdbihar
Director Horticulture cum
Mission Director,
Bihar Horticulture Development Society,

Bihar, Patna

PR. No. 011839 (Agriculture) 2023-24

ferred to the erstwhile royal family of Travancore in
terms that were criticised as excessively complimen-

Under fire, the board met on Monday and re-
moved its director of cultural and archaeological af-
fairs, Madhusoodanan Nair, from his post. Nair, who
had issued the invitation, was made a deputy com-

Earlier, the board was forced to withdraw the
invitation card, which referred to members of the
former royal family as “queens who have won the
love and respect of people due to their simple and
sweet nature and welfare work”. The royals were
also addressed as “highness”, and the late king
Balarama Varma was referred to as venerable and
a blessed soul. The wording of the card had come

The event to commemorate the abolishing of the

0EIs0 e | 19:10 | Patna Jn. 07:30 | 18t AC, 2 Tier AC & 3 Tier AC Kanpur Central Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations z ban on the entry of people from marginalised castes
02246 | Mew Dalhi (Gati Shakti) | 23:45 | Patna Jn. 15:50 | 3 Tier AC Economy Class Kanpur Ceniral, Prayagraj Jn., Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar & Ara Stations to temples in Travancore was held Monday.
. . : : Following the controversy, Aswathi Thirunal Gowri
2 Tier AG, 3 Tier AC, Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gorakhpur, Paniahwa, B t hSt r D 17 RS At
04490 | MNew Delhi | 18:35 | Darbhanga 16:45 Sleanat A Gerisdl Narkatiagan], Raxaul & Sitamarhi Stations a c ar mg ec Lakshmi Bayi an;l Gouri Paryathl Bayi dlgl notattend.
_ : : . : : - : - - They had been invited to light a lamp in front of a
04145 Anand Vihar Terminal | 10:15 | Prayagraj Jn. 20:00 | 2 Tier AC, & Tier &C, Sleeper & General Aligarh, Tundla, Etawah, Govindpuri & Fatehpur Stations Liv e I nt e r a cti on statue of Chithira Thirunal Balarama Varma, the for-
sice: | s s i r g " & el Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareily, Lucknow, Gonda, Basti, Gorakhpur, Chhapra, Hajipur, mer ruler of the princely state of Travancore, who
ol  Eis: i g : et b el Muzaffarpur, Samastipur, Darbhanga & Madhubani Stations 0 n N Ov 1 g a 2 m had issued the Temple Entry Proclamation in 1936.
: = : : : Moradabad, Bareilly, Sitapur, Gonda, Gorakhpur, Siwan, Chhapra, Hajipur, Muzaffarpur, Samastipur, t p CPI(M) C.entra.l committee me_mber and state
04016 | Mew Delni 14:55 | Banmankhi 16:45 | 3 Tier AC Economy Class Barauni, Bagusarai, Khagaria, Simri Bhakhtiyarpur, Saharsa & Dauram Madhepura Stations : Temple Affairs Minister K Radhakrishnan had said
05070 | MNew Delhi | 00:30 | Gorakhpur 14:45 | 2Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & General Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Sitapur, Burhwal, Gonda, Basti & Khalilabad Stations On Youtube.com/@Vaids|CSDelhi eal'l!er in the day that the !JO&rd Wpuld take action
' — Moradabad. Barci Ehahahanour Siaoar Jn Gorda I Bosll. Gorakhor Register at www.vaidsics.com against the persons behind the invitation card.
04028 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 01:00 | Rl CHa™ 23:30 Sleeper, General = ESE Nl SRR ITIRL Q0 s maen ATl EASIA SAasHEH AT R “Casteism, which has accrued in the mind over the
otihar Paniva Hawa, Narkatiagan|, Bettiah & Sagauli Jn, . . .
05316 | Deihi Jn. | 14:00| Chhapra 13:20 | 3 Tier AC, Sleaper, Ganaral s eyl v ok ke il i Gtk ool fittpoips oot ekt e e 1 many agitations against the caste system. However,
. . Ayodhya Cantt., Akbarpur, Shahganj, Jaungur, Karakat, Dobhi, Aunnhar, Gazpur City, Yusutpur & Ballia s . . .
e e ey e e e Ph: 0000046748 there are still remnants. We still require great efforts
05090 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 18:15 | Banaras 09:50 3 Tier AC Maa Bem;ﬁeui Dhaan?alﬁlrajapga.rhlﬂ Bhadchi, ' to get rid of such thoughts,” the minister said.
e T R S T Contact for Advt. Booking: M/s Friends Publicity Service Twomonths ago, minister Radhakrishnan, a Dalit
04058 and Vihar Terminal | o494 | Jaynagar 07:00 General AUk, Fieagral 1. Do DRYEY LpaCyR, SURE: A, T HIRHIR, HRR man, had disclosed he faced caste discrimination at
(Unreserved Special] | Muzaffarpur, Samastipur, Darbhanga & Madhubani Stations . ’
| | pur, Samastipur, Darbhanga & Machubani Stations (M): 9212665841, 9212008155
T T T T T T P . ’ a Kannur temple under the Malabar Devaswom
: . avindpuri, Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar, Ara, Patna Jn., Mokama Jn., SR
W ] - Board, which s also under the state government.
VRaR || San vine IR - SO0 | MR il ety Barauni Jn., Samastipur & Darbhanga Stations ' &
DELHI AREA TERMINALS ON 16.11.2023 (THURSDAY) e — .
04080 | New Dethi 18:20 | Varanas| Jn 09:45 | 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & General Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Lucknow & Pratapgarh Stations or- ) "a" PROCUREMENT NOTICE Flve emPIOYGCS Of
bl [
04066 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 23:00 | Patna Jn. 16:00 | 1st AC, 2 Tier AC & 3 Tier AC Kanpur Central, Pravagraj, Varanasi, FT. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya & Danapur Stations i OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION homestay held for
01676 Anand Vikar Terminal | 2345 | Muzaflarpur dn. | 2445 | 3 Tiar AC, Sleaper & Genearal Moradabad, Chandausi, Lucknow, Gorakhpur, Chhapra & Hajipur Stations B-1242 ENGINEER, KHORDHA (R&B) CIRCLE, KHORDHA .
WORKS DEPARTMENT gangrape 1n Agra
Wi inal | 13:25 | Muzaft: 1, 00 1 i i miral, Prayageal, P1. . an ut H : i
05284 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 13:25 | Muzaftarpur Jr u?.l:mn_E st AC, 2 Tier AC & 3 Tier AG HJ Kanpur Central, Prayagral, P1. Deen Dayal Upadhyay, Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Patliputra, Sonpur & Hajipur Stations Short Tender call Notice
QA0a2 Anand Yikar Terminal | 00c05 | Paing Jn. 15:45 | 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Sleaper & Gen Kanpur Central, Prayagraj, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations E-mail: rbcicrlekhurda @ gmail.com| P . .
- Bid Identification No. CCE-Khordha (R&B) Circle-29/2023-24 Memo No -2451  Dt. 09.11.2023 NOlda' Flve employees’ lnCIUdlng d
nanzs New Diathi 15:30 | Saharsa Jn 16:30 2 Tier AC, 3 Ther AC, Moradabad, Bareilly, Sitapur, Gonda, Gorakhpur, Siwan, Chhapra, Hajipur, Muzaffarpur, The Chief Construction Engineer, Khordha (R&B) Circle, Khordha on behalf o woman, of ahomestay were arrested
' i U ' Sleeper & General Samastipur, Barauni, Begusarai, Khagaria & Simri Bhakhtivarpur Stations Governor of Odisha inviting percentage rate bid in double cover system in ONLINE| | by the Agra Police on Sunday for al-
iow Dol - : - MODE from eligible contractors for Temple work as detailed in the table below: legedly gangraping and forcinga30—
Opase (Vanda Bharal Express) 07:25 | Patna Jm, 1900 AL Chair Car Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations 1. Nature of Work Temple Works year-old woman into prostitution.
_ _ 15t AC, 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Moradabad, Bareilly, Sitapur, Burhwal, Gonda, Basti, Khalilabad, Gorakhpur, 2. No of Work 3 Nos e S
5116 Anand Vihar Terminal | 14:45 | Chhapra 09:30 2 Deoria & Si g : P 3. Tender Cost Rs.10000.00 (On-Line) Thepollcesaldtheytookacponaf
Sleeper & General ona & siwan slabons t d donth al
1SLAC. 2 Trer AC. 3 Tier AG 4. Class of Contractor B & A Class graw €oappearedon the soclalme-
02248 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 00:30 | Paina Jn. 16:30 Slle ] G»len Sy ' Govindpuri, Prayagraj, PL Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations 5. Available of Bid document From 10.00 AM of Dt.14.11.2023 up to dia where a woman could be seen
_ o in the Website 05.00 PM of Dt.21.11.2023 up to 5.00 PM crying and see](jng he]p while a]]eg_
02246 | New Delhi (Gas Shakty | 23:45 | Patna Jn. 15:50 | 3 Tier AC Economy Class Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya., Buxar & Ara Stations 6. Date of opening of Bid Dt 22.11.2023 at 11.30 AM ing that she was gangraped by a col-
L ; ; . i : : : 7. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can 1
05066 | Mew Dalhi 14:00 | Gorakhpur 04:15| 3 Tier AC Economy Class Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Sitapur, Burhwal, Gonda, Basti & Khalilabad Stations be seen from the Website: https:iftenderodisha.gov.in Any Addendum / eag};i- fcehad edinf
03228 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 09:30 | Ara 04:00 | Slesper & General Kanpur Central, Pryagran, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya. Dildamagar, Gahmar, Buxar, Dumvaon & Bihiya Stations Corrigendum / Cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website. _ € pohce had recelved iniorma-
. Chief Construction Engineer,| | 100 that an incident of rape and as-
EAST BOUND TRAINS FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS ON 17.11.2023 (FRIDAY) " _ sault had taken place at a homestay.
ordha (RAE,) Circle, Khordhij Taking cognisance of the incident, a
- ) 'F
04080 | Anand Vihar Terminal | 10:30 | Jaynagar V778 | Ss3u Ak, SHRe0eE & D Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Patliputra, Hajipur, Muzaffarpur, Samastipur, Darbhanga & Madhubani Stations case hgs beeﬁl rﬁg‘
1stered on the ba-
04012 | New Delhi | 19:20 | Darbhanga Jn | 16:45 | 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & General Moradabad, Bareidlly, Lucknow, Gorakhpur Jn., Narkatiagan], Raxaul & Sitamarhi Stations sis of a complaint
01678 | Mew Delhi 0B:10 | Gaya Jn. 00:30 | 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Sleaper & Ganeral | Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central, Prayagraj. Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Bhabua Road, Sasaram & Dehri-on-Son Stations filed by the
02250 New Dalhi, = 19:10 | Patna Jn. 0790 | 1stAC, 2 Tier AC & 3 Tier AC Kanpur Cantral Prayagraj, P1. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar & Ara Stations Department of Agriculture Womé,m' Five pe'r-
e Exp. Speoa) Bihar Horticulture Development Society, Patna sons involved in
. " : . a & ] . .
02246 | MNew Delhi [Gati Shaki | 23:45 | Palna Jn. 15:50 | 3 Tier AC Economy Class Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya., Buxar & Ara Stations (State Horticulture Mission) tbf;ee glc;drirég glc\l/(’?
02260 | Mew Delhi | 18:15 | Bhagalpur 15:15 iz‘r.er,-b.z_ 3 Tier AC, Sleeper & General Govindguri, Prayegraj, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya. Busar, Ara, Patna, Kiul, Athaypur, Jamaigur & Sultangan] Stations 2" Floor, Krishi Bhawan, Mithapur, Patna-800001, said ACP (Sa daf)
New Delhi ; ; ; : : > Phone Fax: 061 2-2547772, e-mail: dir-bhds-bih@nic.in, .
04004 | | inrecarved Speci) 00:10 | Sitamarhi Jr. 23:30 Ganaral Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjehanpur, Sitapus, Gonda, Basti, Gorakhpur, Narkatiagan] & Ravaul Stations Website: horticulture.bihar,gov.in ArdAlasréarll 1S(1)?g1:)l .
05072 | New Dalhi | 10:00 | Chhapra 04:15 | 2Tier AC. 3 Tier AC, Sleaper & General | Ghariabad, Kanpur Central, Mishag, Gomtinagar, Barabanki, Gonda. Basti, Khaliabad, Gorakhpur, Deoria & Siwan Stations NOTICE - INVITING Very E-TENDER officer said lt)hose
S Anand Vihar Terminal o L S Sensri Kanpur Central, Prayagraj, PT, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Buxar, Ara, Patliputra, Hajipur, Through e-procurement mode only over (https:/feproc2.bihargov.in) arested  have
{Lnressnved Specis DA ERg e, Kiagand Medes bohaiilas S E-Tender notice for selection of the agencies for supplying of Dutch Rose |Budded been identified as
04052 Anand Vihar Tarm-._nql 29-45 | Saharsa Jn. 0390 e |-.-.|a nur, Moradabad, BarEIII!.-'. Hardnl. LLkaI“I!)'-'J. GDr.El.Hh pur, l_je[:'”"q_ 5;.{|;garl E.iwr:m. Chhagr?, Plant) and Gerbera [Tissue Culture Plant) during 2023-24 in the 5tate of Bihar, RaVI. Rathore,
(Unreservad Special) | Hajipur, Muzaffarpur, Samastipur, Barauni, Begusarai, Khagaria & Simri Bhakhtiyarpur Stations Manish, Jitender,

Dev Kishore and
Riya. "All the ac-
cused and the vic-
tim worked at the
4-bedroom
homestay. The
woman has al-
leged that Ravi
Rathore, the
owner of the
homestay,and her
colleagues, forced
her into prostitu-
tion at the homes-
tay. She said that
this has been go-
ing on for one
year," he added.
The officer
said Rathore, who
took a flat on rent
torunahomestay,
has been provid-
ing accommoda-
tion for marriages,
among others.
An FIR has
been lodged un-
der various sec-
tions of the
Indian  Penal
Code. Attempts
are being made to
arrest the other
accused, he
added. ENS
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RISHISUNAK SACKED SUELLA

BRAVERMAN, HOW EX-PM CAMERON
MADEACOMEBACK TO THE UKGOVT

t has been the greatest
ivilege of my life to serve
e secretary ... | will
ore tosayindue

A BRAVERMAN,
UK MEDIA

ALIND CHAUHAN &
RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER13

BRITAIN'S PRIME MINISTER Rishi Sunak
sacked Home Secretary (as the interior
minister is known) Suella Braverman as
part of a wider cabinet reshuffle on
Monday, days after she criticised the po-
lice's handling of pro-Palestinian marches
in London.

On November 8, The Times published
an opinion by Braverman. The article was
first sent to 10 Downing Street for ap-
proval in accordance with the Ministerial
Code, which lays down the rules and
standards that British ministers must fol-
low. The changes that Number 10 asked
for were apparently ignored.

In the article, the Home Secretary al-
leged that “senior police officers play
favourites when it comes to protesters”,
and treat rightwing and nationalist pro-
testers more harshly than pro-Palestinian
crowds. Along with her criticism of this
alleged “double standard”, Braverman
described pro-Palestinian demonstrators
who had planned a march on November
11, as “hate marchers”, and accused the
organisers of the protest of having “links
to terrorist groups, including Hamas”.

On the day of the march, far right
counter-protesters clashed with police,
who tried to keep them away from the
300,000 pro-Palestinian marchers. More
than 140 people were arrested.

The opposition Labour alleged that
Braverman’s incendiary comments
sparked the clashes. Members of the
Conservative Party also condemned her
remarks and expressed despair at Sunak’s
delay in sacking her. One MP told The

I want to...be part of the
strongest possible team
that serves the UK and
that can be presented to
the country when the
General Electioniis held.

DAVID CAMERON, ON X

Guardian: “Every day she remains in of-
fice it further undermines the Prime
Minister’s authority.”

Even before Israel's war in Gaza po-
larised the world, Braverman repeatedly
made insensitive and xenophobic state-
ments about asylum seekers, immi-
grants, and homeless people, including
specifically targeting Indians and
Pakistanis.

Braverman's sacking coincided with
the return to government of David
Cameron, the man who was Prime
Minister from 2010 to 2016, and whom
the Sunak government on Monday made
a life peer to ensure he can assume re-
sponsibility as a UK minister.

The newly minted Lord Cameron will
be Foreign Secretary, replacing James
Cleverly, who has been given
Braverman's job. Cameron presided over
the 2016 referendum in which Britain de-
cided to leave the European Union, trig-
gering a chain of events that has since
tossed the country from one economic
and political crisis to another. Cameron,
who was himself in favour of 'Remain’,
resigned, and all but retired from
active politics.

Cameron's return is being seen as one
of the last throws of the dice by Sunak to
snatch a Tory victory from what seem like
the jaws of almost certain defeat in the
2025 elections. An analysis in The
Guardian said bringing back Cameron
could please more moderate sections of
Sunak’s party — however, it could lead to
a loss of support from those on the
farright.

ABBCanalysis made the point that the
“appointment allows the Prime Minister
to argue he is bringing the Conservative
family back together”.
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Easing wheat, rising rice

The global impact of actions taken by large exporters of agri commodities: Russia’s flooding the world
with cheap wheat has softened its prices, while the export curbs by India have done the opposite to rice

HARISH DAMODARAN

PRICES OF wheat and rice have gone in oppo-
site directions in the global market, one
crashing and the other soaring.

Wheat prices at the Chicago Board of
Trade futures exchange hit an all-time high of
$13.64 a bushel ($501/tonne) on March 8,
2022. That was days after Russia invaded
Ukraine, with the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization’s Food Price Index (FPI) touch-
ing arecord 159.7 points in March 2022.

Prices of wheat have since more than
halved to $5.75 abushel ($211.4/tonne). The
FPI — a weighted average of world prices of
a basket of food commodities over a base
value, taken as 100 for 2014-16 — has also
fallen to 120.6 points in October 2023.

The declines have been sharper for the
cereals and vegetable oils price indices —
from 170.1 and 251.8 points to 125 and 120
points respectively — between March 2022
and October 2023. (See chart)

Situation in wheat

Wheat from Russia is being exported cur-
rently at $227 per tonne free-on-board, i.e.
from the port of origin. Ocean freight and in-
surance charges will take the cost at Indian
ports to $265-270 per tonne or Rs 2,200-
2,250 per quintal. That's just under the Rs
2,275/quintal minimum support price de-
clared by the Union government for the
2023-24 wheat crop thatis being sown now.

After adding port handling-cum-bagging
(Rs 200) and internal transport (Rs 100-150
from Tuticorin or Krishnapatnam), imported
Russian wheat would cost Rs 2,500-2600/
quintal at any flour mill in South India. That
makes imports feasible, relative to a year ago.

Table 1 shows how export prices of wheat
from different origins have slid from the
March 2022 peaks. Much of it has been cour-
tesy of Russia.

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA)
has projected the country’s wheat shipments
atarecord 50 million tonnes (mt)in2023-24
(July-June), up from 47.5 mt and 33 mtin the
preceding two years. Higher exports from the
European Union (31.9 mt in 2021-22 to 37.5
mtin 2023-24),Canada (15 mtto 23 mt)and
Kazakhstan (8.5 mt to 10 mt) too, will more

INTERNATIONAL WHEAT PRICES

($ per tonne)

CURRENT, YEAR ; MAR

' | AGO | 2022
Russia 2270 320! 405
EU : 251} 342 460
Argentinag 2875 4105 425
Australia | 302{ 396! 395
Canada | 317, 389 478
US : 289| 433 | 539

Note: Prices are export quotes for loaded cargoes at ports of the countries concerned; *Not available
since July ban on white non-basmati rice exports. Source: US Department of Agriculture.
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INTERNATIONAL RICE PRICES

($ per tonne)

. CURRENT, YEAR, MAR

| . AGO! 2022
India , NA*: 385 360
Pakistan | 555, 418; 351
Thailand | 563; 418; 424
Vietnam | 676 448 400
USs 760 730 655
Uruguay | 760 545; 545

300, FAOFOOD PRICE INDEX (2014-2016=100)
M Food Index M Cereals Index ™ Vegetable Oils Index
250.
2518
200
150_
100 L ] ] 1 ] ] 1 [} ] ] ] 1 1 ] ] 1
Mar Dec Mar Oct
2022 2022 2023 2023

than offset the reduced quantities from
Ukraine (18.8 mt to 12 mt) over this period.

“Wheat availability has overall improved.
Apart from international prices easing, the
government has managed its own stocks
very well,” S Pramod Kumar, president of the
Roller Flour Millers Federation of India, said.

At21.88 mton November 1 this year, wheat
stocks in government godowns were margin-
ally above the 21.05 mtayear ago, though way
below the 41.98 mt for the same date in 2021.
From April 2020 to December 2022, the gov-
ernment supplied 10 kg of free or near-free rice
or wheat per person per month through the
public distribution system (PDS). With stocks
depleting, the quota for PDS beneficiaries was
cut — rather, restored — from this calendar year
to the original 5 kg/ person/ month.

The government is at present channeling
1.2-1.3 mt of wheat per month (from 1.8-1.9
mt till last year) through the PDS. Simul-
taneously, in order to cool market prices, it has
resorted to selling from the Food Corporation
of India’s (FCI) stocks. Such open market sales,

ataminimum auctionreserve price of Rs 2,125/
quintal, have increased from 0.2 mt to 0.3 mt
per week from November 2023.

“Even if they step up the weekly open
sales to 0.5 mt from January (2024), and
maintain PDS supplies at 1.2-1.3 mt per
month, FCl warehouses would have 7-7.5 mt
of wheat stocks on April 1, which is close to
the required minimum buffer of 7.46 mt for
that date. By then, the new crop will also ar-
rive in the market,” Kumar said.

It’s tighter in rice

In wheat, the flexibility to import is an
added comfort. It's another matter whether
the government will allow imports, with na-
tional elections scheduled in April-May
2024. Any move to slash/ scrap the 40% im-
port duty on wheat may face opposition
from farmers across North and Central India.

Inrice, even that limited flexibility forim-
ports does not exist. This is because India is
the world’s No. 1 exporter of rice, its share in
the global trade having ranged from 36.67% to

40.7% in the last three years, according to
USDA data. The world’s biggest exporter can-
not also be an importer.

Unlike the situation in wheat, global ex-
port prices of rice today are higher than a
year ago, or inMarch 2022. (Table 2) The rea-
son is the restrictions India has put on ex-
ports. The Narendra Modi government has,
since July 2023, banned exports of all white
non-basmati rice. Only basmati and par-
boiled non-basmati rice shipments are be-
ing permitted, while being subjected to a
$950/ tonne minimum export price (MEP)
stipulation and 20% duty respectively.

India’s position in the international rice
market is similar to Indonesia’s and
Malaysia’s in palm oil or Ukraine’s and
Russia’s in sunflower. Supply disruptions
from these large exporters tend to not only
push up world prices, but to also produce a
domino effect. India’s rice export curbs have
benefited Pakistan, which is expected to ship
out 5 mt this year, much more than the 3.6
mtin 2022-23.

But the Pakistan government too, last
week, fixed floor prices below which norice
can go out. These MEPs — from $450/tonne
on 100% broken rice to $900/tonne on white,
parboiled, and steamed basmati — are aimed
at preventing domestic supply shortfalls.

Implications for inflation

India’s cereal inflation averaged 10.65%
year-on-year in October, based on the latest
official consumer price index numbers. That
was more than the 4.87% general retail infla-
tion and the 6.61% annual rise in consumer
food prices for the month.

Inflation in both rice and wheat are
mainly a function of domestic production.
While Russia’s flooding the world with cheap
wheat has made imports more economically
viable, electoral considerations render it po-
litically not-so-feasible.

It’s quite the opposite in edible oils, where
India meets roughly 60% of its consumption
needs through imports. In the marketing
year ended October 2023, vegetable oil im-
ports reached an unprecedented 16.71 mt,
as against 14.41 mt in 2021-22.

But the global price collapse — due to nor-
malisation of supplies from Indonesia and
Russia-Ukraine — led to imports falling from
$19.60 billion in 2021-22 to $16.65 billion in
the 2022-23 oil year, according to the Solvent
Extractors’ Association of India. And retail
edible oil inflation, not surprisingly, was at
minus 13.73% in October.

The course of cereal inflation, by contrast,
would be determined primarily by the size
of the crops harvested by Indian farmers.

Tracked while on bail: How GPS anklets work

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR,NOVEMBER 13

EARLIER THIS month, a prisoner in Jammu
and Kashmir was released on bail after he
was tagged with a Global Positioning System
(GPS) tracking device to monitor his move-
ments. This is the first time in the country
that a GPS tracker has been put to such use.

Ghulam Mohammad Bhat, who is ac-
cused of offences under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, was let out of jail
after a special NIA court in Jammu upheld
the prosecution’s plea and ordered police to
affix a GPS tracker anklet on his foot.

What is a GPS tracker; how does it work?

A GPS tracker is a small, wearable device
like the GPS collars that have long been used
to monitor the movements of animals. The
device provides the exact location of the
wearer at all times, and allows law enforce-
ment and security agencies to monitor his/

A GPS tracker getting affixed on the
prisoner (sitting) released on bail. P11

her movement in real time.

The device is tamper-proof, and cannot
be removed without damaging it. It can be
put on the ankle or arm of a person — thus,
there are GPS anklets and GPS bracelets.

GPS trackers are fairly common these
days — people put them on pets and cars. The
quality and prices of the devices vary.It's pos-
sible to buy one online for
around Rs 1,000.

Why has a GPS tracker been

TECH

narco assignment or terror funds, etc.”.

GPS trackers are a precondition for bail in
several countries including the US, UK, and
Malaysia. J&K Police have indicated they might
ask for GPS tracking in the future as well.

What is the legal position on the use of
this technology?

The use of the GPS anklet on
Bhat was sanctioned by a court.
Human rights activists have,
however, pointed to the absence

put on Bhat?

The prosecution wing of the J&K Police
asked for close monitoring of Bhat’s move-
ments, and pushed for his tracking by GPS as
a bail condition.

Director General of Police RR Swain, who
also heads the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) of the J&K Police, said GPS
trackers could “help curb narco smuggling and
terror activities”, and police can “monitor
whether the person whois out on bail is meet-
ing an active terrorist, or someone to collecta

of specific legal provisions al-
lowing this. Ravi Nair of the South Asia Human
Rights Documentation Centre said it is also
“important to ask whether the security estab-
lishment has developed any standards and
ethics in electronic monitoring”.

Backers of the use of GPS trackers argue
they can make it a little easier to get bail un-
der UAPA, and give police the confidence to
not oppose bail. Rights activists, however, say
tracking a human being is a violation of their
fundamental right to privacy.

Once upon atime, a plan to join Red Sea with Mediterranean through Israel

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

IT HAS been speculated that one of the rea-
sons behind Israel’s desire to eliminate Hamas
from the Gaza Strip and completely control
the enclave is to give itself the chance to bet-
ter explore a theoretical but dramatic eco-
nomic opportunity that has been talked
about for several decades, but for which peace
and political stability in the re-
gionisanessential prerequisite.

The idea is to cut a canal
through Israel’s Negev Desert

HISTORY

The so-called Ben Gurion Canal Project,
which was first envisioned in the 1960s
would, if it were to be actually completed,
transform global maritime commerce by
taking away Egypt’s monopoly over the
shortest route between Europe and Asia.

However, any attempt to construct the
canal would have to overcome gigantic lo-
gistical, political, and funding challenges
which, in the current situation, makes it
seem largely fantastical.

Salience of the Suez

The canal through the Isth-
mus of Suez, which opened in

from the tip of the Gulf of Aqaba
—the eastern arm of the Red Sea that juts into
Israel’s southern tip and south-western
Jordan —to the Eastern Mediterranean coast,
thus creating an alternative to the Egyptian-
controlled Suez Canal that starts from the
western arm of the Red Sea and passes to the
South-Eastern Mediterranean through the
northern Sinai peninsula.

Epﬂper..nelss.cnm

1869, revolutionised global
maritime trade by allowing shipping be-
tween Europe and Asia without having to
travel around the continent of Africa. It cut
the distance between London and Mumbai
by a staggering 4,450 km (more than 41%).
Inthe 2022-23 fiscal year, around 26,000
vessels crossed the Suez Canal, accounting
for approximately 13% of global shipping.

Mediterranean Sea

Use of Nuclear Explosives Tor
Excarpilon of Sap-level Cansl Adroks
ihe Mepev Deseri
(Canal Sudies Filefolder)

i i T

M STER T
Red Sea %

The Suez Canal and the so-called ‘Ben Gurion Canal’ (left). The 1963 US govt
memorandum that presented a possible alignment for the canal.

Issues with the canal

The 193 kmlong, 205 mwide,and 24 m
deep Suez Canal is the world’s biggest ship-
ping bottleneck, and remains perennially

The canal is critical to the economy of
Egypt, which collects all the toll revenue
generated, in addition to the benefits it
brings to its local economy.

congested. In March 2021, the mammoth
cargo ship Ever Given got stuck in the canal,
blocking passage for more than a week, and
causing a traffic jam that held up an esti-
mated $ 9.6 billion of goods every day.

Also, Egypt’s control over the waterway
has been a source of conflict for almost 70
years now. In 1956, the UK, France, and
Israel attacked Egypt after President Gamal
Abdel Nasser decided to nationalise the
canal. The Suez Canal was also the focal
point of both the 1967 and 1973 Arab-Israeli
wars, and was shut from 1967-75.

A Western alternative

It remains unclear when the first con-
crete plan for a shipping lane through Israel
was suggested. In 1963, the US Department
of Energy commissioned a study to deter-
mine the technological feasibility of con-
structing a canal through Israel. Conducted
by H D MacCabee of the Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory, the study
looked at the possibility of using buried nu-

clear explosives to blast a way for the canal.

In a highly classified memorandum is-
sued on July 1, 1963, MacCabee presented a
possible alignment for the canal, the mode
of construction, and costs. This memo was
declassified in 1996. The ‘Ben Gurion Canal
Project’, named after Israel’s founding fa-
ther David Ben Gurion (1886-1973), re-
mains one of the most ambitious infrastruc-
ture projects ever planned on paper.

Hurdles in the way

Suchaproject would be extremely com-
plex and hugely expensive — it would cost
much less towiden the Suez Canal and solve
its traffic problem. Also, using nuclear explo-
sions would be an extremely risky option.
The proposed route of the Ben Gurion Canal
was over 100 km longer than the Suez Canal,
primarily due to limitations of the terrain and
topography. Even if built, many ships might
still favour the older, shorter route.
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WHY RAMESH CHAND

Dr Ramesh Chand is a
member of NITI Aayog, the
country’s official policy think
tank. An agricultural
economist of repute, he has
been a key architect behind
the Narendra Modi
government’s policies on
farming that engages nearly
46 per cent of India’s
workforce. Chand has for

long advocated a paradigm

The last 10 years or more
have been good for the
agriculture sector in
India. If you make a
global comparison, our
share in the global
agriculture GDP has
increased rapidly, we
have left China behind

in agricultural growth

Harish Damodaran: The burning issue
right now is crop stubble. Data shows
that the number of burning incidents
has come down substantially but the
Supreme Court is not impressed.
What exactly is happening?

People say that farmers have a short
window (to sow wheat) after harvesting
paddy and so we must develop high-
yielding but early-maturing varieties. [
don’t believe in these solutions. I know
farmers who harvestrice as early as mid-
October but still burn the straw. We need
to find a different solution. The main rea-
son behind the reduced number of cases
is the small market that has been created
for rice straw. Some compressed biogas
plants have come up for using rice straw.
The well-known BioCNG plant is in
Lehragaga (Sangrur, Punjab), set up by
Germany-based Verbio. I was hopeful this
technology would spread because you
buy paddy straw and produce bio-com-
pressed gas, converting farm fires into en-
ergy. The government-owned Gail India
will buy whatever bio-gas you are produc-
ing from straw within a 20-km radius.
Currently, the going rate is probably Rs 65
a kg. It is an attractive proposition. But
straw is a high-volume, low-value kind of
thing, you require a big space (for storing).
So, the first solution that comes to my
mind is to create a market for straw.

A second solution has to do with free
irrigation. Wherever there is irrigation, it
is followed by free or subsidised power for
extraction of groundwater. Rice cultiva-
tion, then, follows. In Telangana alone, the
area under rice cultivation has doubled in
the last decade (due to subsidised irriga-
tion).Isuggest we let the water supply be
metered. You will find that the farmer will
make rational use of water and in a few
years the area under rice will come down.
Idid a study on diesel-operated tubewells.
In places with electric-operated pump
sets with free power, almost the entire
areais under paddy. But under diesel-op-
erated farms, you will find maize and
other kinds of crops.

Amitabh Sinha: Why has stubble
burning gone up so much? How were
farmers dealing with straw earlier?
This (burning) appeared after the
Punjab government made electricity free
forirrigation, which made rice cultivation
attractive. Earlier, when the area under
paddy was less, farmers kept the stubble
after harvesting the crop on one side of
the field. With rain, it would decay and get
back into the soil; they were not burning
it. I belong to Punjab and I had not seen
even asingle burning till the early "90s. In
areas bordering Himachal Pradesh, hardly
any burning happened. This was because
there were some packaging industries
that bought the rice straw from farmers.
Then, there were some Kashmiri (pas-
toralist) tribes, who come with their live-
stock. So, because of these reasons, in
Punjab’s Kandi belt (in the Shivalik
foothills), you hardly found any fires.

Amitabh Sinha: What explains the
incidences of crop burning in other
states also?

The main reason is that farmers want
to grow more crops. In some areas of
Haryana, in late April, they either want to
grow sunflower or some vegetablesin the
summer. If they leave the stubble there,
inthelong run, it may be advantageous —
the biomass will go back into the soil. But
decomposition takes time. So, they
quickly want to clear the field. Itis human
nature to find the easy way out. All coun-
tries follow the polluter-pay principle. If
people do not fear the law, most people
would throw their garbage on the road.

Harish Damodaran: Are you saying
there is no compelling reason for
farmers not to burn the stubble?

It’s not just that. If you have one-and-
a-half months, maybe you require less ef-
fort to dispose it of, compared to if you
have only a seven-day window. But even
if we are able to develop a variety, which
gives a window of one month for the next
crop, the effect will be very small. We will
not be able to get rid of the problem at
large (without a polluter-pay policy).

Ritika Chopra: The Supreme Court
told the governments of Delhi, Punjab
and Rajasthan to ensure that farm
fires stop. Do you think that’s
practical?

Farmers need to set aside some part of
their land to store the stubble. Create a pit,
put some urea to decompose it. That’s one
way out. But a more sustainable solution
is that you create a market for paddy straw
and convert a waste-to-wealth circular
economy. After you produce bio-gas from
straw, whatever remains is bio-slurry and
it goes back to the fields. It requires a

Epaper..nta)'ss.cnm

shift in the approach towards
agriculture, including
envisaging farms as “factories
of the future”. Agriculture, he
believes, can create
remunerative job
opportunities, not only on,
but outside farms —in
industries that process and
add value to produce and also
exploit the growing demand
for bio-based products.
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Wherever there is
irrigation, followed by
free or subsidised power
for extraction of
groundwater, rice
cultivation follows. We
should put water meters.
Let the water supply be
metered and the farmer
will use water rationally

‘A sustainable solution for stubble is to create a
market for paddy straw, convert waste to wealth’

Ramesh Chand, Member, Niti Aayog, on the reasons for stubble burning and ways to address the problem, creating a circular
economy for paddy straw and why agriculture should remain a state subject. The session was moderated by Harish Damodaran,
National Rural Affairs and Agriculture Editor, The Indian Express
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(Right) Ramesh Chand, Member, NITI Aayog, with Harish Damodaran at The Indian Express in Noida Praveen Khanna

proactive effort to encourage industries.
Many companies took licences, but they
have not yet set up (BioCNG) plants. The
Punjab CM had said that all the paddy
straw will either go to brick kilns, boilers
or to the bio-gas and other plants that are
coming up.

Kaushik Das Gupta: This year’s data
shows stubble burning in Haryana
and even Uttar Pradesh is almost
negligible. What have they done
right?

In the case of Haryana, there are a cou-
ple of factors. The total area under rice cul-
tivation is much less compared to Punjab.
Secondly, even within rice, Haryana has
largely shifted towards basmati. The straw
from basmati has less silica and lignin
content, because of which livestock can
consume that straw. Thirdly, Panipat (oil
refinery) is also a good market for bio-
ethanol. Haryana also made a serious ef-
fort to diversify away from rice.

Kaushik Das Gupta: There seems to
have been farm fires even from wheat
in April. But it does not show up
because pollution wasn’t so bad in
Delhi this time.

That’s because there was a wheat
shortage. So wheat stubble was selling at
apremium. But, even wheat straw is easy
to dispose of by burning when there is no
accountability and legal enforcement.
Also, over time, green fodder has become
a strong alternative to dry fodder.

Aakash Joshi: In the cycle of elections,
there have been stories about stray
cattle being a menace for farmers.
With de facto cow slaughter politics
and bans, how do you see them
affecting the farmers’ economic
cycle?

These are not issues settled on eco-
nomic considerations; they are based on
people’s sentiment and matters of faith. I
did a report on gaushalas, on how cattle
numbers there are swelling, and how we
can make gaushalas economically viable.
If we move towards the waste-to-wealth
model, for paddy straw to get properly de-
composed or fermented under anaerobic
digestion, you need some microbial activ-
ity. For that fermentation to happen, you
either use something that the German
firm does or maybe you add, say, 20 per
cent cow dung. That’s a proposal I had
given to make gaushalas more viable
through supply of dung.

Liz Mathew: There are many
opportunities for farmers to sell
stubble, for instance in paper and
furniture industries. But there is no

consistent effort from the authorities
to persuade the farmers.

Yes, this market is emerging now. I be-
lieve that in the next six years or so, a
proper market for stubble will be created.
The market has started offering opportu-
nities for procurement of straw this year
and it is only going to expand.

Liz Mathew: Can India afford to
reduce rice production, especially ata
time when the world is facing food
scarcity?

Whatever we are witnessing at a
world level is a temporary situation. It’s
not that the world is facing a food short-
age. There are many reasons why world
prices of rice and other commodities are
moving up — disruptions to food move-
ment, transport cost, risk, insurance and
many other things.

Commodity prices move in cycles.
Most of the time, they are either too low
or too high — the reason being that every
country transfers its own instability into
international markets. If India has a sur-
plus, it will say let us export. If India has
deficit, it will say let usimport. So, you are
passing on domestic instability into the
international market.

Vikas Pathak: There is a perception
that the procurement of wheat and
paddy under MSP has benefited only
farmers in Punjab and Haryana.
Farmers in many other states
complain that they don’t get such
assured prices. Is this also leading to
over-dependence on wheatand
paddy grown in Punjab and Haryana?
Nobody can deny that assured and re-
munerative price for rice and wheat has
caused a shift in cultivation towards these
crops. But as far as the concentration of
MSP procurement from these two states
is concerned, in the last eight to 10 years,

there is considerable dilution of this con-
centration. You will find that the share of
Punjab in the central grain pool has been
declining. Now, much more rice comes
from Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.
Procurement of rice happens from as
many as 14 states. It is not only rice and
wheat, but there is procurement from
other states, of pulses and to a small ex-
tent, millets and even oil seeds.

Sandip Das: Do you agree with export
bans? We have seen it in onions when
farmers were getting some money
and now minimum export price
restrictions even on basmati rice
exports.

The purpose of policy is to balance the
interests of different classes. If you're do-
ing something to reduce export, you af-
fect the interest of the producer, but you
safeguard the interest of consumers. In
another situation, you find that too much
of cheap edible oil is coming into the
country. So you put a duty of 30 per cent
to keep a check on its import.

Our trade policy has been to maximise
the welfare of society and maintain prices
withinaband. So we need to look at it that
way. The farmer or producer should also
know that there are situations in which
our prices are much higher than the in-
ternational price. In sugar, for four years,
our price was 50 per cent higher than the
international price. So, it depends on the
situation. International prices are volatile.
The best way for a developing country to
maintain price stability is to maintain
buffer stocks. This stabilisation is very im-
portant and India has been working
on that.

Sandip Das: What is the status on
doubling of farmers’ income? What is
your current assessment?

Commodity prices
move in cycles. Most of
the time, they are either
too low or too high —
the reason being that
every country transfers
its own instability

into international
markets

The last 10 years or more have been
good for the agriculture sector. If you look
at the elements which go into calculating
farmers’ incomes, they have been mostly
favourable. The average growth in produc-
tion during the last 15 years (ending 2021-
22)has been over 3.6 per cent.

Also, look at the prices. The terms of
trade for agriculture relative to the non-
agriculture sector has gone up by 50 per
cent during the same period. If you make
a global comparison, our share in global
agriculture GDP has increased rapidly and
we have left China behind in overall agri-
cultural growth in the last 10 years.

Besides, there is a second source of in-
come for farmers — from non-agriculture
sources. Thatis very important. Non-agri-
culture income accounted for 40 per cent
of income of an average farming family in
2012-13 and 47 per centin 2017-18.When
the next survey results (for 2022-23)
come, we may see that share crossing 50
per cent. It is because of small farmers,
owningone acre or 1.5 acres. Now, almost
half of the income is from farm and the
other half from non-farm sources.

Harish Damodaran: When you look at
the experience of China or Vietnam,
they’ve moved people from farms to
factories. Why has this not happened
inIndia?

I have argued before that the Lewis hy-
pothesis (which theorises the growth of
a developing economy through labour
transition, from agriculture to industry)is
not working in India’s case. India’s growth
process bypassed that transition from
agriculture to manufacturing and
straightaway went to services. Services
now accounts for more than 50 per cent of
India’s economy and manufacturing is
only 16-17 per cent.

Itis very strange and probably unique
to India that the share of manufacturing
inIndia’s GDP has followed an inverted U-
shaped curve. And that decline started af-
ter economic reforms; before 1991-92,
India’s manufacturing share in Indian
economy had reached 20 per cent. So, the
Lewis hypothesis is not working despite
the same Rs 100 value of output in man-
ufacturing offering two times the employ-
ment from that in services. We need to
have a different kind of model for India’s
development because of the direct transi-
tion from agriculture to services and, sec-
ondly, urbanisation happening at a very
slow rate.

Amitabh Sinha: What is the fate of the
farm laws?

For this, it is better to take the state
route and help the states to come up with
the kind of reforms which they consider

suitable for themselves. The model laws
are already there, be it agricultural land
leasing (from NITI Aayog) or
marketing/APMCs (from the Union
Ministry of Agriculture). The (Centre’s)
farm laws are also there. So wherever a
state feels there is a deficiency, I think they
should address it and go ahead. But the
sustainable way of having growth in agri-
culture is not in offering different kinds of
MSP. We should enable farmers to get the
best market price and enable markets to
pay the farmer a remunerative, competi-
tive price. Look at how some sub-sectors
within agriculture are growing. For in-
stance, fish is growing at 9-10 per cent,
poultry at 5-6 per cent, eggs and broiler
and milk at 4.5 per cent per year without
any kind of MSP. Horticulture is growing
at a higher rate compared to rice and
wheat. All this because their production
is demand driven. So we should make our
market send signals to the farmers that
thisis what is needed on the demand side.
Once that happens, you will see that big
change in agriculture happen.

Ritika Chopra: NITI Aayog has a lot of
indices, and a lot of them were
introduced to promote the spirit of
cooperative federalism and give states
an opportunity to compare their
performance across sectors. So first
was the health index, and very
recently, the water management
index. Has there been a rethink on the
indices that NITI Aayog initially
introduced? Why have these two not
been released?

There’s nothing fixed about indices.
For instance, when we wanted to create
competition among states in agriculture,
I created the Agriculture Market Reform
index, but I produced it only for one year.
NITI Aayog goes for indices to capture at-
tention for a particular period. So, from
time to time, when a new thing comes
you go for that type of thing. At one time,
we promoted ease of doing business, so
for some years we did it.

Liz Mathew: Recently, while travelling
in Madhya Pradesh, many farmers I
met were complaining about low-
quality fertilisers and seeds. Are you
concerned about this or is it justa
local issue?

There are a lot of reports about spuri-
ous pesticides and insecticides. In the case
of fertilisers and seeds, I don’t thinkitis a
pan-India situation, maybe there are
some isolated cases. You see one thing
that the media should highlight is that
agriculture is basically a state subject.
Monitoring the quality of seeds or pesti-
cides is the responsibility of the states.



THEINDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY,NOVEMBER 14,2023

19 EcoNOMY

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 13

ACTIVE EQUITY funds are the
flavour of the season for mu-
tual fund investors. As perare-
cent study by Motilal Oswal
AMC, during the July-
September quarter (Q2), active
equity funds witnessed net in-
flows of about Rs 74,000 crore
with fund managers getting
higher returns for investors
through dynamic and active
investing style. On the other
hand, passive equity funds saw
Rs 9,000 crore of inflows and
arbitrage funds got
Rs 29,000 crore.

How were the

flows in the active

equity fund in Q2?
The mutual fund |

EXPLAINED

SECTOR WATCH
MARKETS

Active equity
funds: What led to
higher inflows in
July-Sept quarter?

on professional fund managers
who manage investments.
Active funds adopt different
strategies and styles to create
and manage the portfolio. They
are expected to generate bet-
ter returns (alpha) than the
benchmarkindex. The riskand
return in the fund will depend
upon the strategy adopted,
Association of Mutual Fundsin
India (AMH) said.

How about flows into
passive equity funds?

In the July-September
quarter, inflows in passive eq-
uity funds were Rs 9,000 crore.

On the passive side,
7 equity claimed the
lion share with around
78 per cent of net in-
flows, while com-
® modities held an 18
per cent share.

industry recorded net inflows
of approximately Rs 51,000
crore in Q2 of FY'24 and active
equity funds led the way with
net inflows of about Rs 74,000
crore, according to Motilal
Oswal AMC. Investors contin-
ued to bet on active small cap
funds, highlighting high in-
vestor risk appetite taking
away around one-third of the
Rs 33,000 crore net inflows, the
study showed.

Within the Rs42,000 crore
net inflows into broad based
equity funds, active small cap
funds accounted for nearly
one-fourth of the net inflows.
Among active equity funds, the
focused and ELSS (equity
linked saving scheme) cate-
gories experienced the highest
net outflows, totalling around
Rs 2,000 crore.

The study reveals that ac-
tive multi cap funds picked up
steam with two NFOs garner-
ing Rs 2,000 crore out of
around Rs 8,000 crore net in-
flows in Q2FY24. Active large
cap funds saw net outflows to
the tune of 1800 crore.

What are active funds?

In an active fund, the fund
manager is ‘Active’ in deciding
whether to buy, hold, or sell the
underlying securities and in
stock selection. This fund relies

Investors flocked to passive
large cap funds with the cate-
gory receiving around 90 per
cent of all net inflows. Other
passive categories like mid and
small caps also received high
net inflows considering rela-
tively small assets under man-
agement (AUM).

What are passive funds?

Passive funds - index funds
and exchange traded funds
(ETFs) - hold a portfolio that
replicates a stated index or
benchmark. In a passive fund,
the fund manager has a passive
role in the stock selection. Buy;,
hold or sell decisions are driven
by the benchmark index and
the fund manager/dealer
merely needs to replicate the
same with minimal tracking
error.

What should investors do?

While active fund is suited
for investors who wish to take
advantage of fund managers’
alpha generation potential,
passive fund is appropriate for
investors who want to allocate
exactly as per market index.

As the fund manager man-
ages the fund with active in-
vesting by studying the mar-
ket forces and the economy,
investors can hope to get bet-
ter returns.

— BRIEFLY

RBIfines
Gandhinagar bank
fornotcomplying

withnorms

Ahmedabad: The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) has im-
posed a monetary penalty of
Rs 4 lakh on Gandhinagar-
based Shree Lodra Nagrik
Sahkari Bank Ltd at Lodra for
failure to comply with regula-
tions which include sanction-
ing a loan to a relative of one
of its directors. Similarly, RBI
imposed a monetary penalty
on Limbasi Urban Cooperative
Bank Ltd of Kheda for sanc-
tioning a loan where relative
of one of its directors stood as
a guarantor. In this case, RBI
imposed a monetary penalty
of Rs25,000.ENS

GAILdoes
world’s first
ship-to-ship
LNG transfer

New Delhi:India’s top gas
firm GAIL has done the
world’s first ship-to-ship lig-
uefied natural gas (LNG)
transfer to save on shipping
costs and cut emissions as
the state-owned entity looks
at innovative ways as a pivot
to boost business, company
officials said. GAIL has con-
tracted 5.8 million tonnes
per annum of LNG (natural
gas super-cooled to liquid
form) from the US. The com-
pany brings this volume to
India via LNG ships. PTI
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India asks
OPEC to

ensure oil
mkt stability

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

INDIA, THE world’s third largest
oil consumer, has asked oil pro-
ducers cartel OPEC to maintain
and ensure market stability for the
benefit of consumres, producers
and global economy.

Oil Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said this at the 6th India-
OPEC Energy Dialogue that took
place on November 9 in Vienna,
an official press statement said on
Monday. The meeting was co-
chaired by OPEC secretary general
Haitham Al Ghais and Puri.

“The open and candid discus-
sions at the meeting focused on
keyissuesrelated to oil and energy
markets with a specificemphasis
on ensuring availability, afford-
ability and sustainability, which
are necessary in ensuring the sta-
bility of energy markets. The two
sides discussed the short,
medium and long-term outlooks
for the industry and recognized
the important role of India in
global economic growth and en-
ergy demand,” the statement said.

At the meeting, Puri high-
lighted that as the third-largest
energy consumer, crude oil im-
porter and the fourth-largest
global refiner, close ties between
India and OPEC are natural.

They also noted the need for
continued cooperation and dia-
logue in the interest of both pro-
ducers and consumers while also
exploring further areas for future
cooperation.
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FOOD INFLATION REMAINED BROADLY STATICAT 6.6%

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER13

RETAILINFLATION, or the inflation
rate for consumers, eased to a
four-month low of 4.87 per cent
in October even as food inflation
remained broadly staticat 6.6 per
cent, datareleased by the National
Statistical Office(NSO)on Monday
showed. Though this marked the
third month of amoderationinin-
flation, with the latest print, the
retail inflation rate has now com-
pleted four years of remaining
above 4 per cent in the 4+/- 2 per
cent band of Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) medium-term infla-
tion target.

Food prices are still being seen
as a risk to retail inflation.
Consumer Food Price Index (CFPI)
recorded an inflation rate of 6.61
per centin October as against 6.62
per centin September, which was
revised up from 6.56 per cent. It
had stood at 7.01 per cent in
October 2022.

Cerealsinflation stood at 10.65
per cent in October, continuing to
be in double digits for the second
month in a row. There is a grow-
ing trend of inflation in egg, fruits,
pulses and products, which

RETAIL INFLATION RATE BASED ON CPI
[ | e
January 6.52 6.01
February 6.44 6.07
March 5.66 6.95
April 4.70 7.79
May 4.31 7.04
June 4.87 7.01
July 744 6.71
August 6.83 7.00
September| 5.02 741
October 4.87 6.77

Source: NSO, MoSPI, (Figures in %)

recorded inflation rates of 9.30 per
cent, 9.34 per cent and 18.79 per
cent, respectively, in October as
against 6.42 per cent, 7.30 per cent
and 16.38 per cent in September.
Vegetables inflation, however,
provided relief by easing to 2.7 per
centin October from 3.39 per cent
in September. The decline in retail
inflation rate in October was
mainly driven by non-food items.
Core inflation — non-food, non-
fuel segment — eased marginally
to4.4 per centin October from4.6
per cent, reflecting weakening of
demand, economists said.

Fuel and light group recorded

deflation of 0.39 per cent in
October as against deflation of 0.11
per cent in September, reflecting
the impact of the cut in cooking
gas prices and no change in pump
prices of diesel and petrol.
Miscellaneous inflation, repre-
senting services mainly,also mod-
erated to4.40 per cent in October
from4.77 per centin the previous
month. The overall retail inflation
ratein October was higher at5.12
per cent in rural areas than 4.62
per cent in urban areas. Food in-
flation for rural areas was 6.58 per
cent in October, lower than 6.63
per cent in urban areas. Going

October retail inflation drops
to four-monthlow 0f 4.87%

ahead, weak prospects for Kharif
harvest and Rabi sowing are ex-
pected toimpact food prices along
with a low base effect which will
also push up inflation rate in
November.

“Going forward, below par
monsoon rainfall is likely to have
itsimpact on cerealsinflation, this
along with pulses inflation is ex-
pected to keep food inflation ele-
vated. Food inflation has potential
to push retail inflation higher as
witnessed in July and August
2023,” Devendra Kumar Pant,
Chief Economist & Senior Director
- Public Finance, India Ratings
and Research said.

“Anotherrisk toretail inflation
is from commodity prices, which
presently are low and due to a
freeze in pump prices of petrol
and diesel fuel and lights and
transport and communicationsis
low. The core inflation which has
declined to 43-month low sug-
gests weakness indemand condi-
tions. The base effect will pushup
retail inflation in November 2023
towards 5.0-5.4 per cent range.
We expect RBI to maintain the sta-
tus quo in its forthcoming mone-
tary policy and may remainin sta-
tus-quo mode for the rest of
FY24,” he added.

Manufacturing growth rose in Q2 for 10 major
sectors; likely to continue momemtum: FICCI

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 13

MANUFACTURING GROWTH ac-
celerated in July-September for
ten major sectors and is likely to
continue for subsequent quarters
in financial year 2023-24 (FY24)
as well despite slowdown in de-
veloped nations, as per the latest
‘Quarterly Survey on Indian
Manufacturing Sector’ released by
the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce &
Industry (FICCI) on Monday.

Over 79 per cent of the re-
spondents shared a higher level of
productionin Q2 FY24 and theav-
erage capacity utilisation rate was
higher at 74 per cent in Q2 as
against 73 per cent in previous
quarters, the survey said. It, how-
ever, listed “demand” as the ma-
jor constraint and limiting factor,
with over40 per cent respondents
highlighting this as a significant
constraint.

STATE FINANCES REPORT BY PRS LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH

80% of the respondents in
Q2 had a higher number of
orders. File

“The existing average capacity
utilisation in manufacturing is
around 74 per cent, which reflects
a sustained economic activity in
the sector. This is slightly higher
than 73 per cent capacity utilisa-
tion reported for previous quar-
ters. The future investment out-
look has also improved as
compared to the previous quarter
as over 57 per cent respondents
reported plans for investments
and expansions in the coming six

months. This is also a slight im-
provement over the previous sur-
vey,” the survey added.

The demand has turned out to
be the major constraint and lim-
iting factor to realise the true po-
tential of the manufacturing sec-
tor in India. “Whether it is
domesticdemand or exports, this
remains a major limiting factor.
Some other constraints, though
not major ones, are high raw ma-
terial prices, increased cost of fi-
nance, logistics, and other supply
chaindisruptions are some of the
major constraints which are af-
fecting expansion plans of the re-
spondents,” it said.

The survey conducted across
ten sectors —automotive and auto
components; capital goods and
construction equipment; cement;
chemicals, fertilisers and pharma-
ceuticals; electronics and white
goods; machine tools; metal and
metal products; textiles, apparels
and technical textiles; paper; and
miscellaneous — covered over

380 manufacturing units from
bothlarge and small and medium
enterprises with a combined an-
nual turnover of over Rs 4.88 lakh
crore. 80 per cent of the respon-
dents in Q2FY24 had a higher
number of orders, while 85 per
centof the respondents had either
more or the same level of inven-
tory in Q2. In exports, over 48 per
cent of the respondents reported
higher exports in Q2 compared
with 33 per cent in Q1FY24.
“However, further improvement
in export demand is required in
the light of the country's growth
aspirations,” it said.

On the hiring outlook, 38 per
cent of the respondents are look-
ing at hiring additional workforce
in next three months. Electronics
and white goods; cement; auto-
motive and machine tools were
outperformers, whereas sectors
like capital goods and construc-
tion machinery, chemicals, tex-
tiles, metals, paper and other sec-
tors displayed moderate growth.

Languishing share of GST revenue in GSDP

STATES’ TAX-TO-GSDP RATIO IN PRE- AND
POST-GST PERIODS (IN %)
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EVEN AS state revenue receipts
have returned to the pre-
pandemic level, Goods and
Services Tax (GST) collections
of states as a percentage of
Gross State Domestic Product
(GSDP) remain below pre-GST
levels, as per a recent report
‘State of State Finances’ by PRS
Legislative Research. With the
GST compensation grants
having ended in June 2022,
there has been an adverse
impact on some states, it said,
adding that increasing the level
of GST revenue may require
rationalisation in tax slabs.
States continue to have a
high level of committed
expenditure, and persistent
revenue deficit. Increase in

2016-171

Note: The chart excludes Arunachal Pradesh, Gujarat, and Haryana as pre-
GSTrevenue is not available and Jammu and Kashmir as the state was bi-
furcated into two UTs in 2019. It excludes 2017-18 as GST was introduced
for part of the year.Sources: CAG, State Budget Documents; MOSPI; PRS.
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non-merit subsidies, reversal
of pension reforms, and poor
financial conditions of state-
owned discoms are some of
the key challenges for state
finances, the report said.

Key findings:

M State GST (SGST) accounts
for over 40% of states’ own tax
revenue but SGST to GSDP
ratio continues to be lower
than pre-pandemic level. SGST
revenue is also lower than the
level of guaranteed revenue
for five years.

M In pre-GST period, revenues
from taxes subsumed under
GST was around 3% of GSDP for
27 states/UTs. In 2018-19, the
first full year of GST, this ratio

STATES’ AGGREGATE REVENUE
DEFICIT (AS % OF GDP)

2.5%—
2.0%—
1.5%-
1.0%—
0.5%-
0.0%—
-0.5%-

2018-19 7

2015-16 7
2016-17
2017-18 7

B Revenue Deficit

2019-20 T

2020-21 7

2021-22 7
2022-23RE
2023-24BE |

Revenue Deficit (excluding revenue deficit grants)

Note: Negative revenue deficit indicates a surplus.
Sources: RBI; State Budget Documents; MoSPI; PRS.

was 2.7%, and it has stayed
below 3% in subsequent years.
M Post-June 2022, states more
reliant on GST compensation,
such as Puducherry, Punjab,
Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Goa,
and Uttarakhand, are likely to
be the most affected. Pudu
cherry, Punjab, and Himachal
Pradesh have budgeted a
revenue deficit in 2023-24
(FY24).

Min FY24, 11 states have
budgeted a revenue deficit--

gap between revenue
expenditure and receipts. Of
these, Andhra Pradesh,

Himachal Pradesh, Kerala,
Punjab, and West Bengal did
so after accounting for revenue
deficit grants.

MIf revenue grants, as
recommended by the 15th
Finance Commission, were not
provided, six more states,
including Assam, Nagaland,
and Uttarakhand, would have
been in revenue deficit in
FY24.

BmOver the past several
years, states have spent
around 8-9% of their revenue
receipts on subsidies, with a
significant portion on power
subsidy. Concerns have been
raised over rising subsidies for
non-merit goods in several
states over potential
constraints in availability of
fiscal space for capital
expenditure.

Compiled by Aanchal Magazine
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Goldman Sachs
upgrades Indian
shares to ‘overweight’

REUTERS
BENGALURU, NOVEMBER 13

GOLDMAN SACHS upgraded
Indian shares to “overweight”
from “marketweight”, citing
strong economic growth
prospects, steady domestic mu-
tual fund inflows and a potential
supply chain shift from China.

Indian markets will continue
to gain in 2024, supported by
steady earnings growth and
macroeconomic stability in
what would otherwise be a
“tricky” period in the Asia Pacific
region, Goldman Sachs analysts
led by Timothy Moe wrote in a
note.

“We believe India has the
best structural growth prospects
in the Asia Pacific region and of-
fers mid-teen earnings growth
over the next two years,” Moe
said in a note.

The Wall Street brokerage ex-
pects India’s real economic
growth tobe 6.5 per centin 2023
and 6.3 per cent in 2024 - the
highest amonglarge economies
in the region, but slightly below
the Indian central bank’s target
of 6.5 per cent for fiscal 2024.

The benchmark Nifty 50
jumped about 31 per cent be-
tween March 2021 and October
2023, a period during which do-

The Wall Street
brokerage expects
India’s real economic
growth to be 6.5 per
centin 2023 and 6.3 per
centin 2024 - the
highest among large
economies in the
region

mestic investors remained net
buyers each month, helping tide
over sustained sales by foreign
investors.

While the domestic partici-
pation was a healthy sign, said
Goldman, it also noted the mar-
ket’s surge has pushed valua-
tions to an elevated 20 times the
next 12 month’s expected earn-
ings. Still, that valuation had
some support after earnings
growth of 17 per cent in 2023,
the brokerage said.

Goldman also raised
Thailand to “overweight”, while
lowering Hong Kong-listed
China shares to “marketweight”.

The brokerage said concerns
over China’s economy could lead
to countries shifting their supply
chains, which could benefit
India.

India, ADB sign $400-mn
loan pact to build
high-quality urban infra

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 13

THE CENTRAL government on
Monday signed a $400 million
policy-based loan with the
Manila-based Asian
Development Bank (ADB) to
support its urban reform
agenda to create high-quality
urban infrastructure, improve
service delivery, and promote
efficient governance systems.

The signatories to the loan
agreement for sub-programme
2 of the Sustainable Urban
Development and Service
Delivery Programme were Juhi
Mukherjee, Joint Secretary,
Department of Economic
Affairs and Takeo Konishi,
Country Director of ADB’s India
Resident Mission.

While Sub-programme 1
approved in 2021 with a fi-
nancing of $350 million estab-
lished national-level policies
and guidelines to improve ur-
ban services, Sub-programme
2 supports investment plan-
ning and reform actions at the
state and urban local body
(ULB) levels, the finance min-
istry said in a statement.

After signing the loan
agreement, Mukherjee stated
that the programme supports
the government’s urban sector
strategy with a focus on re-
forms aimed at making cities
livable and centres of eco-
nomic growth through the
provisioning of inclusive, re-
silient and sustainable infra-
structure. Sub-programme 2
supports the reforms initiated
by states and ULBs in opera-
tionalising the national flag-
ship programme of Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and
Urban Transformation (AM-
RUT) 2.0 targeted for universal
access to water supply and
sanitation, said Konishi.

The sub-programme also

supports other mission objec-
tives for ensuring urban water
security through reducing wa-
ter losses, recycling treated
sewage for non-domestic use,
rejuvenation of water bodies,
and maintaining sustainable
groundwater levels, the state-
ment said.

The programme also envis-
ages integrated urban planning
reforms to control urban
sprawls and foster systemic
and planned urbanisation
through enhancing the entire
ecosystem of legal, regulatory,
and institutional reforms,
along with capacity building of
ULBs and community aware-
ness, it said.

Specifically, ULBs will pro-
mote the modernisation of
building bylaws, land pooling,
urban agglomeration, and
comprehensive urban mobility
planning through transit-ori-
ented development to help
cities become well-planned
centres of economic growth,
the ministry added.

Such integrated planning
processes will incorporate cli-
mate and disaster resilience,
promote nature-based solu-
tions, improve the urban envi-
ronment, and improve cities’
financial sustainability
through the generation of ad-
ditional revenues, it noted.

Moreover, cities will be in-
centivised to become credit-
worthy through various re-
forms on enhancing their
revenues like property taxes
and user charges, improving
their efficiencies and rational-
ising their expenditures.

This will substantially help
cities to mobilise innovative fi-
nancing, such as commercial
borrowings, issuance of mu-
nicipal bonds, sub-sovereign
debts, and public—private part-
nerships to bridge significant
deficits in urban infrastructure
investments, it added.

Dubai Airshow opens with
Emirates, flyDubai orders

Dubai: Dubai’s Emirates placed
an order for 90 more Boeing
(BA.N) 777X jets at the open-
ing of the Dubai Airshow on
Monday, including both vari-
ants of the future long-haul jet.

The world’s largest interna-
tional carrier also added five
more Boeing 787s to an exist-
ing order, saying the total pack-
age of new widebody jets was
worth over $50 billion at list
prices.

Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al
Maktoum, chairman and CEO
of Emirates airline, said the
deal would power Dubai’s
growth plans and reflected its
commitment to the future of

aviation.

The 777X order includes 55
of the 400-seat 777-9 variant
and 35 of the smaller 777-8, he
told a news conference.

Sister airline flyDubai also
weighed in at the start of the
biennial event with an order
for 30 Boeing 787-9 in its first
order for wide-body jets.

A parallel order from
Emirates for the competing
Airbus A350 appeared to be on
hold as last-minute negotia-
tions focused on the terms of
an engine deal with Rolls-
Royce, industry sources said.

None of the companies
agreed to comment. REUTERS
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CROSSWORD 5207

)

3

24

ACROSS

1 Where a vehicle may
be left? (7)

5It’s not true it comes to a
moral conclusion (5)

8 Early Australian with derivation
inLincoln? (9)

9 A small point but
appropriate (3)

10 Sound sense of position (4)
12 It’s tied up with romance (4,4)
14 Push sleuth around (6)

15 No tricks, that'sa
promise (6)

17 Obtain fruit in return (8)

18 Disorientated leaf insect (4)
21 Rock to the right (3)

22 Veraor city? (4-5)

24 Directed a small floating
group (5)

25 One who shares equal rent
perhaps (7)

DOWN
1 Many acts are beastly offensive (5)

2 Famous port in a glorious
setting (3)

3 Aclassical author I'd nothing
against at first (4)

4 Torpid characters making
astand (6)

5 Frantic if centre is moved (8)
6 A place of one’s mind? (5,4)
7 Give one the right name? (7)
11 Willing female (9)

13 Tumbles over the coal scuttle -
how careless! (8)

14 In a trice he is converted to
nonconformist(7)

16 Imagine an order to join the
army (4,2)

19 Hate the sailor cutting short a
hornpipe (5)

20 Wake up cooler (4)
23 Work for money, say, in vessel (3)

Solutions Crossword 5206 Across: 1Prospero, 5 Fair, 9 Taboo, 10 Sealing, 11
Strongpoints, 13 Eclair, 14 Cleave, 17 Straight talk, 20 Romance, 21 Eerie, 22 Dent, 23
Seasonal Down: 1Pate, 2 Orbital, 3 Propositions, 4 Resign, 6 Align, 7 Register, 8 Man of
letters, 12 Leisured, 15 Aileron, 16 Cheese, 18 Roman, 19 Deal

JOMBLEDWORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

Make 'em__; make 'em__; make 'em___

.-Charles Reade (5..,3,.,4)
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OVER THEHEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
HEY, THE KID IN THE .. ] WISH WE COULD
DINOSALR SUIT HAS A HAVE THAT MUCH FUN.
BABY BROTHER IN A L -0
SQUIRREL SUIT. 4 ose

RERRRRRRERRE

ARE WE WHERE'S
HAVING THE WINE
FUN YET? HOLE?

)
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

HAVE YOu BEEMN READING
ABOUT THE "ELECTROMIC
SUPERHIGHWAL " 7

TELEPHOMES AND TN s
WilL AL BE HOOKED
TOGETHER TO BRING

QUR. HOMES /

RAEROUAE THng LB M B Lo [

PRETTY SOON, COMPUTERS,

INSTANTAMEOSS, INTERACTINE
COMMURICATION RIGHT INTO

BUT DAD SAMS HE LIKED IT
BETTER WHEN You HAD TO
COMMUNICATE BY MAIL,

OF COURSE, IM A 2lis:
JYOUR. DAD THINKS | CENTURY
5| TRANSPORTATION | 1D TRAPPED

AND YOU KNEW ——F| SHOULDVE. STOPPED | 1N A 1B Ty
NOU WOULDNT UA § WiTH THE BICICE . | CENTURY
HEMR. BACK FRoM [ 1 . ___,L AMILY
AMHBOY FR 3@ fi| ¢ E'n
AT LEAST A 4_)‘*-—*‘ 4

WEEK . _J

ol i b

LT

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

...AND IF YOU ENROLL IN MY SPIRIT-
ANIMAL SERVICE, YOU RECEIVE
THESE BUTTONS AND THE RIGHTS TO
. BITSY AS YOUR SPIRIT ANIMAL

SPIRIT ANIMALS ARE
SOMETHING YOU CHOOSE
FOR YOLRSELF. WHY
WOLLD | NEED TO
| P4y YOU FOR THAT? _

WERE YOU NOT N
LISTENING WHEN |
MENTIONED THE
BUTTONS? 4

/
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Difficulty Level 3s

Instructions 9
Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle, - : -
everydigitfrom1to9 o 8
must appear in each of the ' ' '

nine vertical columns,in E' 4 2

Lad

6

? $

each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

-
n

w

Difficulty Level 1 E Q
1s=Veryeasy, 2s = Easy; ' ' |
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; 1 B |

Ss=VeryHard; 9 3 5

6s=Genius
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Among the many
complex planetary
cycles which are
responsible for your

changes of mood this year, is

one which is now pushing you
to ever-stronger intensity in
your relationships. You may
come to appreciate the
possibilities for greater
emotional depth.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
If there is any one
sign that you can
learn from now, it is
Libra, the balance.
The simple reason is that for
the next four weeks you will
be obliged to carefully
reconcile your interests with
partners’, in spite of apparent
contradictions. You'll do even
better if you make a point of
enjoying your family life.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Life is due to get
busier, not in any
dramatic sense but
purely as aresult of

arather steady increase in

your responsibilities. There is
nothing unusual in this, but

would advise you to take great
care with working
relationships for at least the
next fortnight.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
The current lunar
pattern has one
very specific
meaning: you will,

indeed must, splash out on

domestic requirements, on
necessities rather than
luxuries. Those in the property
market should move fast.

Aside from thatit’s a rather

poetic day, though perhaps

disastrously impractical.
In all family and
@ court today. It really

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
domestic matters
the ball is in your

is very much a matter of taking

initiatives rather than waiting

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
You might have
been experiencing
too much nervous
tension, but the
signs suggest you may now
relax. l would, though, advise
you to keep alert for passing
once-in-a-lifetime
opportunities. And keep on
the safe side of the authorities.
Don’t bend the rules unless
you know what you're doing.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
You can afford to
begin to feel just
that little bit more
self-important.

After all, this is one of your

special times. You can see the

next month as buildingup toa
major turning point in two
weeks’ time and winding
down from there.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Quite unusually, you
will be growing
much more secretive
over the next few

months. Suddenly it won’t

seem such a smart plan to
trumpet your ideas and
achievements to the whole
world. Perhaps that’s why you

should draw new friends and
allies into your circle while the
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Professional
@ upheavals should
now be drawing to a
may still be one or two battles
to fight, but generally you may
been won. At least, if it hasn’t
been won, you are now on the

time is right.

ambitions and
successful conclusion. There
be confident that the war has
final stretch.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Upheavals at work
are now only just
beginning. Over the
next month you will
be drawn ever deeper into
professional intrigues and
battles. Play your cards right

and the rewards could be
considerable. Everything
seems to rest on what other

for other people, or fate, to
take your decisions for you.
Just remember that each

action you take could have people do.

hundreds, if not thousands,

of consequences. PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

In a general sense,

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) your astrological
Your real feelings indications are still
will be hidden quite quiet. Working
today. Perhaps, relationships look good, while
then, itis best to business matters should soon

carry on dealing with life’s
routine obligations in an
organised and efficient
manner. Financial affairs
will require greater than
average discretion.

be resolved after a period of
some uncertainty. You'll also
be prepared to work hard at
an emotional relationship,
and that is very much to
your credit.

THE BRAITHWAITE BURN AND JESSOP
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LIMITED

‘- BAM-EA EY {4 Govermmend of Indie Entarprisa)

R, EI'H T, Rajersdra Nath Mukherjes Road. Kolkata - 00 001 Phone No. (833 iI-lIi-EHH-H.

S- ErzClion works for IZI.TIEW.J- 1H'.!|'l ol Foot Ovar Hl"l'ﬂﬂilE (FQBs) and obsar I'l'llful.'-E"Ei"lE?:IL'ﬂE- works at
the skatiors idengdicd for the develapment under Amint Bharad Stalion scheme n the jursdicion of Gag
Shatdti Unil = Asarissl Division, Easbarn Rahway,

a-Tandar Mo.: eNITIFOB-ASANSOL/STR/IPKG-II215T/3138/28-2023 Dated 13-Mov-2023

Tender documents may be dewnleadad from hipeleprocure. gov.inieprocure/app andlor
v bbjconst com (Tender 1D: 2023_BBIC_TBOG0Z_1). Saaled e-Bids (Two-Covar Systam) can be
uplpaded in a-precuremant partal ug b 15:00 hrs. on or befare 270112023 ard opening of e-Tenders
(Technical} will be an 2801102023 al 15:00 hre. “Comrigendum™, § anmy, wauld appear enby on ke BE1s
websile & e-Procurement porlal and mol 1o be pubished in any newspaper.

ARy U ) e # e-Tender Notice

Tender No : 248/2023-24/KWA/PHC/TVLA(RT-1),249/2023-24/KWA/PHC/TVLA(Rt-2),250/2023-24/
KWA/PHC/TVLA(RT-1), 251/2023-24/KWA/PHC/TVLA(RT-1,252/2023-24/KWA/PHC/TVLA(RT-1),
1) JJIM - RWSS to Adichippuzha Design, supplying and installing VT/CF pump sets, with all accessories at various
pump houses including trial run and commissioning. 2) JJM -RWSS to Ranni Pazhavangadi-Vadasserkkaral
Villages- Design, supplying and installing pump sets at various pump houses including trial run and
commissioning. 3) JJM- RWSS to Cherukole-Narnganam (Installing pump sets)-Design, Supplying,erection
and commissioning VT/CF pump sets with all accessories at various pump houses. 4) JJM - RWSS to Vechoochira
-Design, supplying and installing VT/CF pump sets , soft starters with all accessories at various pump houses
including trial run and commissioning. 5) JJM - RWSSto Chittar -Design, supplying and installing pump sets at
various pump houses including trial run and commissioning., EMD : Rs. 100000,100000,100000,100000,10000,

Tender fee : Rs. 9759,9759,9759,9759,9759, Last Date for submitting Tender : 24-11-2023 02:00:pm,

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

General public is hereby informed that
an unidentified baby whose name,
residence and family is unknown, was
found dead in Garbage, Forest wall, §
near Shiv Mandir, Gali no. 16, H Block, |
Sangam Vihar, Delhi on 05.11.2023. In
this regard FIR No, 797/2023, dated
05.11.2023 has been registerad at P.S.
Sangam Vihar, Delhi.

The description of the UIDB is as under:
Sex: Male, Age: About 1 day, Height: 1'6", Complexion: Fair,
Face: Round, Built: Thin, Wearing: No cloths.

If anyone has any inforrmation about this UIDB, kindly inform the
SHO/Sangam Vihar, Dethi.

SHO
P.5. Sangam Vihar, Delhi
Ph. No.: 8750870833

General public is hereby informed that this
women (depicted in the photo) Name: Baby
W/0: Unknown, R/o: Unknown, Age: about
50 Years, Sex: Female, Height: 53",
Complexion: Wheatish, Wearing:
Unknown, found dead at BSA Hospital,
Rohini, Delhi on 09.11.2023 by Under area

of PS. Alipur, Delhi,
In this regard a DD No. 50A dated 09.11.2023 has been lodged
atPS. Alipur, Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this women but no clue has come to light so far,
If any person having any information or clue about this women
may kindly inform to the following.
SHO
PS.- Alipur, Delhi
Ph.: 011-27202265, 27202290

3.In PWD technical evaluation of tenders is to be done by Prahari Software.

and the bidder will be responsible for that.
Rules/conditions & details of the tender are available at website http://etender.up.nic.in.

(Er. Suneel Prakash)
Executive Engineer
Provincial Division PWD
Sambhal

UPID-197550 DATE 11.11.2023
WWW.UP.GOV.NIC.IN

URL for Prahari is
http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari/ On opening of the website Prahari login page will open in which user type Contractor is
to be selected. User name and password for login on Prahari shall be same as used for contractor’s registration on
Chnakaya Portal. Bidders have to upload all the basic information and required document on Prahari as given in Prahari in
detail. If a bidder does not upload information and document on Prahari technical evaluation of the tender shall not be done

(Er. S.P. Singh)
Superintending Engineer
Moradabad Circle, P.W.D. Moradabad.
For and on behalf of Governor of UP
Mob. No. 9557104999
Mail ID:- semoradabadi4 @yahoo.com
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Y For All Advertisement Booking
Call : 0120-6651214

Phone : 0469-2600162, Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in DP;-I 2593;5 D:zuza E.ma“: Ehﬂ-ﬁa ngamvhj‘.ﬂl@nftjn upﬂ 3“1 1||'I[I "!'IE{IEE [UIDB}
Superintending Engineer
KWA-JB-GL-6-1574-2023-24 PH Circle Pathanamthitta
E SMISSION Z0 B.S.AT.C.
= TRANSMISSION ZONE, PATNA (B.5.P.T.G.L o o
gﬁq {Ragd, Office ~Barrak mo-d, Mew Funau;hak, Maarky DAY Puraichak, Patnal
i H H H [z |E-:n1:1:t#o (612-22EXE45, M No- TTG381TT33, Fax Mo= 0612-22E2345, Emall ID = tz.patna@bsphcl.bihar posin] ass le s
Office of the Superlntendlng Englneer! vt .,.-, {TIN AT No~ 1011257007, TIN C5T Na - 10011146136, OIN - US01008R201 156 C01858S)
: Unit of BSPTC
Moradabad Circle, P.W.D. Moradabad e nspnmz v
. .pe 0. -Patna
Short Term E-Procurement Notice Inviting Tenders : . pl |B| R: NU | R :E
A e —— g Doz : 03112023 (Through e-tendering mode only-www.eproc2.bihargov.in)
o. -Tender ircle/23- ated : 03-11- : ¥
1. On behalf of the Governor of UP, tenders for following work are invited by the Superintending Engineer, Moradabad Circle, Online e-tenders are m"""ted h"'l" lf:.r'.-1-|:um-|:r;, THZ. Patna for the fﬂﬂﬂ“""g works under THE.I Patna:-
PWD Moradabad online on website http://etender.up.nic.in from registered contractors from 16.11-2023 at 10.00 am to : " P "
22.11-2023 at 12.00 Hrs. Technical bid /Prequalification of tenders shall be opened on 22-11-2023 at 12.30 PM. in office of i Descrigtion of work [2::_"?'1 E:I.' EMD IE:EL:: D'wT:FT&I ETHF':T:?[T [U:Ti::m FPUBLIC NOTICE
undersigned by tender committee in presence of authorised representatives/bidders who wish to be present. Financial bid| #—+—— — | oovge L i el L e | ORE It is to inform the General
of the tenders’ who qualify in technical bid shall be opened on date and time as specified by a notice in the office of Laying af 24 -Core Dptical Fibre Cable for restoration | (3 Fublic at large throwgh this
undersigned. In case of Government holiday the required process shall be carried out on next working day. Amount L | of UGFQ fink between Karbigahfa toSLOC  Vidyut (% 23,84,450.00 | %47,690:00  %5,900.00 FCO0 00 calendzr gghlj:l: N-::udti&& thﬁtE‘?;” I:?ilf_.ln{:
mentioned in column 5 & 7 shall be mandatory deposited by net banking only on E-Tender Portal. ri Vinod Kumar SanofLa
R o | Bhawan, Patna for reable dita communicatie | I meriths Sh. Ratl Ram. and Smi
Sl. | DISTRICT Name of Work Estimated Bld_ T|me_of Cost of | Category of Hid submisian start date and ime From 10:00 am of 27.11.2023 Suman Lata Wife of Shri
No cost (Rs. | Security | completion of| tender road —— - Vinod Kumar both residents
in Lac) | (Rs.in the work | documents| contractor Bid submission end date and fire Uit O8:00 pen of 18,12 3033 of WZ-BalA, Mohan Nagar
. . . . . i ol
Lacs) ra(i:‘;'s“:'a'ggn) '“cé“sd_l'_“g eligible Date of opening of Techng-commercil Pan After 03:30 pm of 18.12.203 Pankha Road, Mew Delhi
= 5 5 = = = = 5 Date of opening of price part To be notified after Technical Bid evaluation :;Igﬁgﬁsrﬁ?j ﬁgr;cﬂn?rl'!e}rizg:;;
Financial Year 23-24 Under Spacial Repair Work www Eroc. Lanar powin | their alder son Mr. Mitin Sain
e S T A P | Pamiipant bidders are regeasted to kindly submit proof of END i farm of SEFT/RTGS Online payment tothis offce i origna | copy before bid arﬁﬂ r;ﬁ wile Smi. Mmrlm frﬂ-fg
Saidnagli Manota Chaudherpur (ODR) 805.00 17.25 3 Month 2354.00 | A, Road Work submission end date of this tender en Emad address 12.patna@esptcl. bikar. govin iLamrnlIl'..'EEIII-:IIIr-El pTﬂr;:LEtiiJEf TD? I-IIEIJI
| i i i i -y, Y i S | 1-‘ v 1 pat e . 1 e i 1 1
2 | Sambhal |Repair of Moradabad Gawan Ehgibil ':jkl:.f:d THI:'Idl-:.U;ItFI.. II':t e Nt;tl- derwnloaded fram wersile wwrw.eprocd bhacgouin For any detail, gﬁ?ﬁhﬁ E.E:r:;f E&F“ﬁiﬂ::
Bulandsheher Road(including A, B Road COrMgenaum,/addendum erdiy vist e website, E ==L |8
Anupsheher Dibai Portion) SH-148 to| '/#00 | 1070 | 3Month | 2354.00 Work e : : _ prasently residing al \WZ-
LMT Road Via Village Nawada Sirsi 1. “Bid Processing Fee and cost of BOQ is mandatory to be paid through online mode i.e. Internet 94, Mohan Nagar, Pankha
3 | Sambhal |C/o CC and Drain Work in Abadi Portion Payment Gateway (Credit/Debit Card), Net Banking, NEFT/RTGS", Eﬁtﬂrd:-f ?ﬁgfﬂ";:’?ﬂé}iiaf
\ngllsgeﬂ Kzsah;l%uéat Babrala Gawan| 143.00 9.15 3 Month 2354.00 ----do--- 2. "Bid along with mecessary online payments must be submitted through e-payment portal Our clients have no Conoar
ehra Road ( ) wiww.eprocZ.bihargov.in befere the date & time specified in the NIT. The department doesn't at all with them. Anybody
4 | Sambhal [C/o CC and Drain Work in Sirsi AR : | ¥ ; dealing wilh aforesad Mr.
Sakerpur and C/o Drain in abadi potion take responsibility for the delay/ Non submission of Tender/ Non Reconciliation of online Mitin Sain and his wife Smi
of Ladanpur Rajhera of Moradabad| #1200 | 2260 3 Month 2354.00 | A, Road Work Payment caused due to Non-availability of Internat Connection, Netwark Traffic/ Holidays orany Monika may do so at their
Gawan Bulandsheher Road (including other reason” own fisk and consequences
Sambhal [C/o CC Road and Interlocki Both 5 5 Sy ’ and our clients shall not ba
5[] Sambhal | -0 oad and Interlocking on Bofh For complains regarding corruption vigilance help line No. 3431821485, 0612-2504969 held responsible in any case
Side of CC Road and C/o Drain in Abadi S . ] . . . i te of Mr. Nitin Sa
Portion in 0.400 KM length of Meerut|  79.00 505 3 Month 035400 | A BRoad e-tendering intraduced in BSPTCL for tenders above Rs, 10 lakh. For registration logon to www.eproc2_bihar.gowin atﬁdanﬁ?sacwifg SI!I;\T ! EMIQ
Budaun Road(SH-18) Km 151 to Garhi or E-Procurement Help Desk Phone No. : 1800 572 6571 & Email 1d:-eproc2supporti@bihar.gow.in whatsoaver it may be.
| Bicholi Via Patariya Road (ODR) _ _ For further details please visit : www.state. bihar.gov.in/prdbihar G.M-cum-C.E R ..
| ot rosa e RO gs00 | aso | twonin | 2sseon | AR TS| PR-011685 (Ni.Ni.) 2023-24 (TRZ, PATNA) T T
- 5 a & LY = Y ! rL!h:..'l- I !'C.'mr\- ..I':pi.?r SAmrg,
7| Semnal |58 of Wi Samaspur o Pasa 3400 | g4 | twenn | zsseco | oo || [EEIECICEEIC R RRTE L C TG e B | R Rl R L
8 | Sambhal |SR of BB Road Shakin Shobhapur Road
to Tatarpur Ghosi Road 34.00 3.40 1 Month 2354.00 ---Do---
9 | Sambhal |SR of Sambhal Anupsheher Road to| 34.00 3.40 1 Month 2354.00 ---Do---
Karanpur Kayastha Road
10 | Sambhal |SR of Bilari Darni Road Bicheta Quazi| 35.00 3.50 1 Month 2354.00 ---Do---
Road

(See Section 82 Cr. PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Sagar Mathur S/o Darshan Singh R/o H No
D-98 Village Karala Delhi & H No 40 Kashmiri Colony Balor
Road Near RTO office Bhadurgarh Distt Jhajjar Haryana
has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case FIR No. 86/17 Dt.: 07.03.2017 U/s 33/58 Delhi Ex Act at
PS: Moti Nagar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Sagar Mathur
can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Sagar Mathur has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused Sagar Mathur of FIR No. 86/17 Dt.: 07.03.2017 U/s
33/58 Delhi Ex Act at P5: Moti Nagar, Delhi is required to
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or

before 20.12.2023. By order
SHAGUN

Metropolitan Magistrate-04
(West) Room No.268
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DPM2775WL2023

SEARCH FOR MISSING

& | General Public is hereby informed
that a girl namely Yashoda Dlo
Shohan Lal Rlo Jhuggi No 948,
Jakhira Rakhi Market, Delhi has been
missing since 03.11.2023 from PF No.
¥ | 01, Delhi Cantt Railway Station. In this
regard a FIR No. 29/23 Dt. 06.11.2023
Uls 363 IPC has been registered at
PS, Delhi Cantt Railway Station.
The descriptionof Missinggidisasunder:
Name : Yashoda, Father's Name : Shohan Lal, Age : 17 years,
Height : 53", Complexion : Fair, Face: Round, Wearing :
Brown Color Suit & Red Color Lower & White Duppatta & Black
Sandalin feet.
If anyone having any cluefinformation, kindly inform the
undersigned.

SHO

WEb;it& : hltp:ffcl::i.nilc.iﬂ
e-mail : cici@chi.gov.in F‘LS., Delhi Cantt
Railway Station

Yashoda

Ph. : 011-24368638, 24368641

Fax : 011-24368639
DP/12880/RLY/23 Ph : 011-25688505, 8750871309

APPEAI. FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that an
unidentified Male (depicted in the photo)
namely Rohit Rlo Apna Ghar Ashram,
Pooth Khurd, Delhi and family is
Unknown about 32 years of age was
found dead at M.V. Hospital, Pooth
Khurd, Delhi on 15.09.2023, In this regard
a DD No. 29-A Dated 15.09.2023 has been
lodged at PS Bawana, Delhi. The dead
body was preserved for 72 hours in BJRM
Hospital, Delhi Mortuary. His physical description is as under:-
Sex: Male, Age: Approx. 32 years, Height: 5' 6" fl., Complexion:
Fair, Wearing: Dharidar Kamij & Pajama.

Any person having any information or clue about the deceased
may kindly inform to the undersigned on the following address or
telephone numbers:-

SHO
Website: http:ficbi.nic.in PS: Bawana, Delhi
E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in Ph. No.: 011-27752534
Tel. No.: 011-24368638/24368641 Mob. No.: 7065036321
Fax No.: 011-24368639 DP/13020/0ON/2023
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WON’'T PLAY NEXT WC: STARC

Australian left-arm quick Mitchell Starc on Monday
made it clear that he has no plans to play the next World
Cup. "T1llook to keep playing after this, but I don't doubt
that I won't be making the next World Cup. I've no
vision for that. Four years is a long (time)," he said. PTI

Beware: Wily Kiwis ahead

The Indian batting order has been in prolific form, but if there's one team that can be trusted to do its homework and come up with viable plans to overcome
the huge challenge, it's New Zealand. The Indian Express analyses the techniques and playing styles of the top five Indian batsmen to come up with possible
strategies that captain Kane Williamson and the rest of the Kiwi think tank can come up with as they try to stall the home team’s juggernaut.

ROHIT SHARMA

Movement both ways
carly in the innings

SHUBMANGILL

THE BEST way to stop Rohit Sharmais to get
him out early. So far in this World Cup, only
Australia and Sri Lanka have achieved this.
Once when Josh Hazlewood nailed him in
front of the wicket, and the other when left-
handed Dilshan Madhushanka unleashed a
marvellous off-cutter that uprooted his off-
stick. The Madhushanka method showed
that Rohit is still wary of left-arm seamers
moving the ball both ways. Madhushanka
had set him up with an in-swinger first up,
though wayward, before slipping in the off-
cutter that moved away from him. If one
watches the replays, one can see that Rohit
was pre-empting to play the in-swinger, the
body primed to go back and defend the ball.
He ended up playing the wrong line.

It means the nip-backer from the left-
armer still haunts him. Trent Boult has a de-
vious one, although he has struggled withit.
But he did show glimpses of rediscovering
his swing in the previous game against Sri
Lanka. With the ball seaming around the
twilight phase at the Wankhede, Boult
could rip open old wounds. Like
Madhushanka, Boult has an off-cutter too,
apart from the traditional away-seamer.

The in-swinger from the right-armer
too could trouble him, as Hazlewood
showed. But it has to be perfectly designed
— landing on the fourth stump, just a foot
from the traditional good length and bend-
ing back late into the pads. Anything
slightly fuller, shorter or into the body, Rohit
could dispatchit to the rope. Tim Southee’s
three-quarter-seam ball could pose a threat
in this regard, as the ball cuts back late into
the right-hander. Southee also has an out-
swinger, his stock delivery, that comes into
play as the set-up ball.

Pacers expected to employ
full-length balls nipping in

IT'S AN old problem that New Zealand have
exploited before. A ball that lands on a full
lengthand nipsin. The way heis setupatthe
crease, Shubman Gill is usually a tad late in
leaning forward, a touch slow in shifting his
weight forward. He is on the move when the
ball lands and tries to get his hands to jail-
break for him, but whenit’s a nip-backer, the
ball threads the bat-and-pad gap to crashinto
the stumps. New Zealand’s Kyle Jamieson has
doneitbefore, Tim Southee too has troubled
him - and to no one’s surprise, New Zealand
will try it again in the semifinal.

It's a weakness that stems from Gill's
developmental years of playing on cement
tracks. He has set himself for playing on the
up, or pressing back to punch, so the weight
transfer can be slow. Pacers like James
Anderson and Kagiso Rabada have trou-
bled him. In this World Cup, England’s Chris
Woakes bowled him with a similar ball.

Gillisaware of the issue but, understand-
ably, doesn’t want to upset the whole apple-
carttofixoneissue.“There are one or twoim-
portant elements. Like your shoulder should
be aligned towards the ball, you should be a
little side-on while playing, you should bein
agood position evenif your feet are not mov-
ing that well. If you are positioned well in re-
lation to the ball, youwill manage,” is what he
once told this newspaper.

VIRAT KOHLI

Kiwis’ go-to option: Left-arm spinner Santner
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SHREYASIYER

Head-high bouncers to be
speedster Ferguson’s Plan A

ANOTHER BATTLE in the middle overs that
could well decide the war. With seam move-
ment being at a bare minimum, New
Zealand’s tactics during this phase of games
has been to test opposition batsmen with
short balls. The key to this plan is Ferguson.
In the games that he has played, it was a tac-
tic he has used to great effect as he seldom
bowled a spell where both mid-on and mid-
off were pushed back.

While Shreyas has tweaked his technique
that puts himin a better place to handle short
deliveries, at Ferguson’s pace he would be
tested a lot. With a well- disguised yorker at
his disposal as well, Ferguson is New
Zealand’s trump card with the ball in the
middle overs. But he would need to get his
bouncers head-high, from where it would be
difficult to control the hook shot. If the Indian
middle-order batsman persists with the ap-
proach of taking this tactic on, it could pro-
vide an opportunity with the suitable field-
placement. Apart from the bouncer itself, the
perceived threat of one could also play games
with a batsman's footwork and mindset.

Anything lower, around hip- or chest-
height, would be that much easier for
Shreyas to negotiate or attack. With Shreyas
in good form and coming into the semifinal
on the back of a hundred, this battle has all
the making of being a deciding factor.

FINDINGA WAY OUT

KL RAHUL

LET US keep aside Kohli’s struggles against
left-arm spinners for a moment. Consider
these spells from Santner, in the previous two
instances when India and New Zealand faced
off in the World Cup - in 2019 and this time
in Dharamsala. In Manchester, Santner had
figures of 10-2-34-2. In Dharamsala, it was
10-0-37-1.In a side that has world-class
seamers, Santner is exceptional when it
comes to tying down batsmen with his re-
markable consistency. So once the first
Powerplay ends, if Kohli is in the middle, ex-
pect Kane Williamson to throw the ball to
Santner. With no left-handers in India’s top
6, Santner could well dictate the pace of
India’s innings.

Like Ravindra Jadeja, he too doesn’t be-
lieve in beating edges, but focuses on bowl-
ing that tight line attacking the stumps,
which will make it more challenging for bats-
men to make room.

Other left-arm spinners have also had
some success against India in this World Cup.
Keshav Maharaj kept things tight after India
were off to a rollicking start, and Roleof van
der Merwe actually had Kohli playing on in
Bengaluru. It would be interesting to see how
he goes against Santner at the Wankhede.

So far, thanks to the starts given by the
openers, Kohli has had to bat only in third
gear in the middle overs, which could be
tested by Santner. If he manages to put Kohli
in his shell, half the battle would be won as
it would make the batsman at the other end
take risks. Soideally, India would want Kohli
to keep the tempo going provided the open-
ers have given another good start. If they fail,
the onus would be on Kohli to take the ini-
tiative and for that, his showdown with
Santner will be key. The perfect scenario for
India is to have Kohli and Shreyas - a fine
player of spin - batting together when
Santner is operating.

Bowlers likely to stick to
off-stump line to start with

MURDEROUS ON the leg-side and smooth
on the off, the likeliest way to dismiss Rahul
is still peppering the fourth-fifth-stump
channel and induce a nick behind. He has
a wide array of off-side strokes — drives,
cuts, taps and glides to punish good balls,
but thereis a vulnerability too. He has a ten-
dency to poke at balls outside the off-
stump, away from his body, early on in his
innings. So if a fast bowler can extract
movement either way, he would be in busi-
ness. Southee can, but his lack of brisk pace,

could make him less threatening,

Butif Lockie Fergusonis in his element,
he could pose a considerable threat. He is
not a prodigious mover of the ball, but mas-
terly at shuffling lengths, besides purchas-
ing a wee bit of away seam movement. His
ability to hit the high 140 kph speeds makes
him an even more difficult proposition for

the whippy swipes through mid-wicket.

The slippery bounce he purchases from
back of alength means that driving him on
the rise is risk-fraught too. It was how Sri
Lanka's Dushmantha Chameera dismissed
Rahul, when he played the shot a bit early
and mistimed it to short extra-cover at the
same Wankhede Stadium, where the odd
ball tends to grip and stop at the batsman.
But the lines have to be clinical because his
silken hands could bail him out of trouble.

Australia do Australia thlngs during their 7-match winning streak

SHIVANINAIK
NOVEMBER 13

SHANE WARNE, one of Australia's all-time
legends, had urged their floundering Ashes
team of 2005 to bounce back with the epic
quote: “Find a way to get back in to the game,
find a way to build a partnership, find a way
to get bowling partnerships, find a way to
catch a ball, find a way to stop it.”
Australia’s five World Cup campaigns in
the past have mostly been about 'finding a
way out' of trouble. And this World Cup of-
fered a fair few samples of how the Batch of
2023 have gone about doing it, with Adam
Zampa, Pat Cummins and that other gent,
Glenn Maxwell showing how it's done.

Low total defence vs India

The fightback crystallised early when de-
fending a small total of 199 against India in
their opener at Chennai. Mitchell Starc and
Josh Hazlewood had the hosts in massive
trouble at an eye-popping 2/3 as they sent
backIshan Kishan, Rohit Sharma and Shreyas
Iyer, perhaps the last time the Indian batting
order ever looked flaky.

ia_gpqper..ner.;ss.cnm

Kohli and Rahul would course correct al-
most instantaneously displaying how crum-
ble-proof their future campaign would be.
The Aussie pacers haven't quite gone on to
set the stage on fire thereafter, but they have
their plans in place when defending small
totals. If Marsh had taken the sitter offered
by Kohli, chances are Aussies might not have
even lost that day. But even in that defeat, but
for those brief moments early in India's
chase, you saw the World Cup version of
Australia threatening to make it a contest.

The ZamPat tango vs SL

Still to register a win after two losses to
India and South Africa, Australia found them-
selves staring at Sri Lanka's 124/0 dawdling
into the middle-overs at the Ekana. Here was
the first time that first-change Pat Cummins
and Adam Zampa combined as enforcer and
chiselling engraver, pulling the Lankans back
to 199/8 by the end of the second powerplay.

Cummins put in a lot of shoulder and
back torque into Nissanka's first wicket,
where David Warner poured equal effort into
the dive to make a tough catch look routine
at deep square leg even as the Aussies were
melting on the field, and bracing for another

Top individual performances have got Australia out of trouble this World Cup. P11

300+ total. Warner then ran from deep
square leg to deep mid-wicket and clung on
to a stunning tumbling catch off a skier as the
dangerous Kusal Mendis top-edged Adam
Zampa.

The octopus leggie then claimed three
more leg-befores with pinpoint lengths; a

leg-break that skidded straight and two
googlies as the Lankans were constricted to
209 in 43.3 overs. Marsh and Inglis kept
things steady with half centuries, for a com-
fortable five-wicket win, to kickstart the
comeback that has led to seven straight wins
going into the semifinals.

Captain's KO-punch vs Kiwis

Australia's 388 was looking chaseable
amidst Dharamshala's dreamy vistas, as New
Zealand neared 300 with two capable bat-
ters in Rachin Ravindra and Mitchell Santner.
It'swhen Pat Cummins sent in a slower, fuller
delivery making Rachin (116 off 89) lunge
out and play an imbalanced Iloft.
Labuachagne was seamless in catching it at
the boundary as the captain sent the danger
man back at 293/6.

Change of pace would again work for
Cummins against Matt Henry, who got no
pace to work with to go past backward point
at 346/8. Still, Jimmy Neesham was left, and
he could hurt the Aussies. But Cummins
would continue to bowl cramping lengths,
denying him the big shots everytime he tried
to hasten towards victory. His last four overs
(all post 40) went for a total of 24 runs in a
high-scoring game. In a match that went to
the last over, Neesham's full-dive was in vain
as New Zealand finished five short at 383/9.

The Ashes rashes vs England

At 2478 batting first, the Australians
were heading for a below par score against
England, giving their arch rivals cruel hope

of staying afloat. But Adam Zampa, who by
his own admission, never batted at the nets
even once during this World Cup, fetched up
and smashed around to get the Aussies to a
decent total. He smacked 29 off 19 with four
boundaries at No 10 as they wound up at 286.
Then with the ball too, in a chase England
should have sewn up, the Aussies just kept
pinging them with regular wickets.Inan evil
peek into hope, the English were allowed to
limp to three partnerships - 84 runs for third
wicket, 63 runs for fifth and 37 runs for ninth,
but Adam Zampa had the A to Z on them
with figures of 21/3 off 10 overs.

GIOAT innings vs Afg

Afghanistan boast of the World Cup's best
spin quartet, but the hyper-chatty Naveen ul-
Haq and seriously talented Azmatullah
Omarzai had Australia properly cooked at
91/7 in pursuit of 292. Then the greatest,
Glennest Innings Of All Time happened and
blew the Afghans away; 201 off 128 with 21
fours, 10 sixes, myriad cramps and legless,
mind-blowing swings of the bat ought to be
repeated at every opportunity. It was the
most Australian of fightbacks, and a finish to
finish all finishes.
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SEHWAG, DIANA,
ARAVINDAINICC
HALL OF FAME

Virender Sehwag, Diana Edulji and
Aravinda de Silva became the latest
inductees into the ICC Hall of Fame
on Monday. The trio will be
honoured during the first World
Cup semifinal between India and
New Zealand at the Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai on
Wednesday.

Edulji became the first Indian
woman to be inducted into the ICC
Hall of Fame thanks to a 17-year
international career and her
pioneering role in establishing the
most successful domestic team in
Indian women’s cricket history, the
Railways.

Sehwag was a pivotal figure in
the India's World Cup-winning
campaign in 2011, and his record-
breaking career spanned 14 years
with over 17,000 runs in
international cricket.

DIANA EDULJI

20 TESTS -404 runs, 63 wickets at
an average of 25.77

34 ODISs - 211 runs, 46 wickets at
an average of 16.84

EDULJIWAS
arguably the
first great
woman
cricketer
produced by
India. Aright-
handed batter
and slow left-
arm bowler, she played in three ICC
Women'’s World Cups, captaining
Indiain 1978 and 1993. She has had
abiginfluence on the game in
India off the field too. In 1984, she
convinced the then Railways
Minister to field a women's cricket
team, and subsequently Railways
became the most successful side in
Indian women's cricket.

VIRENDER SEHWAG

104 TESTS - 8,586 runs atan
average of 49.34,40 wickets

251 ODIs -8,273 runs atan
average of 35.05, 96 wickets

19 T20Is - 394 runs at an average
of 21.88

SEHWAG
STRUCK a
century on his
Testdebut
against South
Africainthe
middle order
butitwasasan
opener that he
had the biggest impact. Sehwag
brought up India’s first Test triple-
century in March 2004 against
Pakistan, and four years later
passed the 300 mark again, this
time against South Africa. He seta
then-record men's ODI score of 219
against the West Indies in 2011,
which stood for three years. He set
the tone for India’s victorious home
campaign in 2011, starting off with
aknock of 175 against Bangladesh.

ARAVINDA DE SILVA

93 TESTs - 6,361 runsatan
average of 42.97, 29 wickets

308 ODIs - 9,284 runs at an
average of 34.90, 106 wickets

DE SILVA made his Test debut at
Lord’s in 1984. The all-rounder was
instrumental in Sri Lanka’s World
Cup-winning campaign in 1996, as
he turned the semifinal against
India in Kolkata and shone during
amemorable final against
Australia in Lahore.

SRIRAM VEERA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 13

SOMEONE FROM the New Zealand squad
poked Daryl Mitchell to look towards his
right. The Mumbai sun had set, New
Zealand were just about to begin their
warm-up as Mitchell looked up and stared
at the recently-installed Sachin Tendulkar
statue. Mitchell stared and soon other New
Zealand players also craned their necks and
peered at the Indian cricketing deity.

In New Zealand, cricketers don't enjoy
demi-god status, that honour is reserved
for the rugby players. Mitchell would be
aware of this. His father has been a cele-
brated rugby coach in New Zealand,
England, Australia, and South Africa.

However, New Zealand cricketers have
been quietly consistent at the World Cup
and other big tournaments. To state the ob-
vious they always punch beyond their
weight and are title contenders at most ICC
events. It begs a question: How does a small
nation like New Zealand produce world
class cricketers, along with the many
Olympians and world beaters in other
sports?

Nigel Muir, who quit as CEO of Sport
Tasman after 13 long years in 2022, had the

There is always the fear that one match you could fall over or you
could fall flat in one spell. But it’s really about focusing on exactly
what you can control and eliminate everything that you can't.... when
it comes down to the semifinals, it's a dogfight and whoever blinks

first, generally falls over.”

MATTHEW HAYDEN

“Itlooks like they're absolutely loving playing in front of obviously
big crowds. The players are smiling and enjoying themselves. The
challenge for them is to continue that mentality in the semifinals. If
they maintain that and are able to play confident cricket, it's going to
take a pretty special performance to turn them over.

MICHAEL HUSSEY

Law of averages: ()nly for statisticians

India have only been upping their game and intensity every time they have taken the field.

AP

After an all-conquering league phase, Hayden & Hussey feel if India continue
with same mentality and confidence, they will be hard to beat

VENKATAKRISHNAB
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER 13

THERE IS an air of invincibility around the
Indian team at the World Cup. For a team that
was not seen as an outright favourite to lift
their second world title on home soil, India
has been the team to beat by far, as the tour-
nament reaches the semifinal stage.

Right from their first match in Chennai,
where they recovered from an early wobble
to post a commanding win, India have only
been upping their game and intensity every
time they have taken the field. Having the
best fast-bowling unit they ever had, allied
with a very resourceful batting line-up that
isn’t short of match-winners on their own,
this team under Rohit Sharma is showing the
Men in Blue faithful how the Aussies would
have felt in the noughties.

Of course, despite their dominant cruise
through the league phase, India have not won
anything yet. But never before in the past 12
editions has any team, barring the all-con-
quering Australia of 2003 & 2007, looked un-
beatable. As India keep ticking one box after
another, with only two more to go, there is
this quintessential question lingering in every
India fan's mind. Will the law of averages
catch up with India in the knockouts?

The question is not without merit. Forin
2015, they were on a similar run, only for
Australia to show them the reality in the
semifinal in Sydney.

However, the sort of dominance that
India have displayed this time against each
of their nine opponents is unforeseen. The
only team that had a similar dominant run
from start to finish was Ricky Ponting’s
Australian side in the 2007 World Cup. Even

answer. It was during the 2015 World Cup
while at the small seaside rural town
Nelson, right in the centre of the country,
Muir had shared the secret. Amused by the
question, he pointed his finger out to de-
clare: “You tell me, how you can’t get out
there and play sport in this setting?”. Nuir
had told this newspaper that Nelson, the
small sun-wrapped region, had produced
at least 24 Olympians.

Rural New Zealand is where the country
unwraps its natural splendour and pro-
vides a unique window to its sporting soul.
Adjacent to Nelson happens to be the
Tasman region. Both have a population of
around 50,000. Sandwiched between
Nelson and Tasman is Saxton Oval, a large
open park with facilities for football, ath-
letics, cricket and several other sports. On
one side, Richmond hills envelop the re-
gion and across the aisle the Tasman sea
shimmered. Muir’s finger was pointing at
all these glorious open spaces.

According to Muir, community build-
ing was the central philosophy of New
Zealand's sporting ecosystem. Consider
this stat from Muir: One out of three New
Zealanders, across the country are involved
in some sort of sports voluntary activity.
Country's leading sports persons regularly
pitch in with free coaching or a motiva-

though they had won the title in the previ-
ous edition as well, they were run close by
England and New Zealand in South Africa,
but in the Caribbean, none came close to
even posing a challenge.

Even back then, Australia faced similar
questions, especially about the law of aver-
ages, more so because they had their bigger
players in the twilight of their careers.

“That's really for the pundits to decide and
discuss around a World Cup. But ultimately,
inside a team unit, you can gauge the barom-
eter of the success and the taste and hunger
for a trophy and title by each game. Playing
each game on merit really is the only focus so
itbecomes really a ball-by-ball, over-by-over,
innings-by-innings, match-by-match exer-
cise,” Matthew Hayden, who won World Cups
in 2003 and 2007, tells The Indian Express.

Doubting Thomases

Like it was the case with the Indian team
before the World Cup began, in 2007, despite
being two-time defending champions,
Australia were not seen as the favourites. An
indifferent home summer when they lost the
tri-series to England, and a whitewash in New
Zealand just weeks before the World Cup, had
sort of undermined their credentials. And
with South Africa emerging as strong con-
tenders, it looked to be a tournament where
the Aussies would crack, but the winning
streak that began at the 1999 World Cup con-
tinued throughout the Caribbean too.

“There is always the fear that one match
you could fall over or you could fall flat in one
spell. But it's really about focusing on exactly
what you can control and eliminate every-
thing that you can't. Ultimately, that can only
be done at an individual level and we had
strong characters. It can be done through not

beating your chest, but through beating the
opposition, and beating the moment. It's as
simple as that. There's not a lot of rocket sci-
ence to winning World Cups, but there cer-
tainly has tobe abelief that you can. You are in
the moment every time and from that point
on, the rest looks after itself,” Hayden, who is
now a commentator for Star Sports, says.

There is also another similarity in India’s
campaign so far to that of Australia in 2007.
They had good gaps between matches,
which meant they have had enough time to
recover and maintain the intensity that has
made them ruthless. Like how India have
been having optional net sessions to team-
building activities to take the pressure off,
Australia used the Caribbean landscape - the
beaches and mountains - to unwind.

“Preparation was key and the level of de-
tailing we had was unbelievable as in we were
prepared for each situation and game. At the
same time, we had lots of time between
games, SO we were able to sort of relax, get
away from the game, and then come back and
really prepare. It didn't matter who we were
playing or that we won in the past. That was
already all gone. It was already moving on to
the next one, putting the previous game in
the bin. We had experienced players, all that
we needed was to have the right ambience,”
Mike Hussey, who was part of the 2007 team
and is currently the batting coach of Chennai
Super Kings, tells The Indian Express.

Crunch time

As India enter the key part of their cam-
paign, both Hayden and Hussey believe the
real test starts now. In that 2007 World Cup,
South Africa, who came in as No.1-ranked
side and looked like genuine contenders,
tried to unsettle the Aussies in the semifinal

How New Zealand sparkles in cricket and produces quality Olympians
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Kids from the small seaside town of Nelson in New Zealand.

tional talk. Others could chip in with clean-
ing the dishes at a sports meet, preparing
the ground or just driving the kids to sport-
ing facilities.

Everyone has a personal stake in the en-
tire enterprise: Parents, teachers, kids and
senior citizens. As for facilitators like Muir,

they hold this interesting tapestry together.

He then pointed to a poster plastered in
the administration office at the Saxton Oval
cricket ground. Happy smiling kids, hun-
dreds of them, are captured in a festival at-
mosphere on the beach. A sporting event
has just finished by the look of the things

and self-destructed.

“Just because it is a semifinal doesn't
mean you need to try harder or put more
pressure on yourself. As it turned out in that
game, South Africa tried to change the way
they played. Instead of just playing a good,
hard game of cricket, they tried to come out
ultra-aggressive, and lost too many wickets
by trying to go too hard. I don't think we
played any better than we had earlier,”
Hussey recalls.

In 2015 and 2019, India were guilty of do-
ing what South Africadid in2007.Evenin the
2003 final against Australia, Zaheer Khan had
recalled how they tried to be too aggressive
and ended up paying the price. So for India to
move past the Kiwis at the Wankhede,
Hayden suggests Rohit & Co don't think about
winning the World Cup just yet.

“Not talking or thinking about the World
Cup; that will take care of itself. So when it
comes down to the semifinals, it's a dogfight
and whoever blinks first, generally falls over.
You saw it earlier when South Africa played
India. They tried to go too hard against India
and ended up being run over. So you got to
be in the zone,” Hayden says.

Hussey, who earlier had doubts about this
Indian team’s ability to handle the pressure
of playing in front of home fans, admits there
are none now. “The question I had coming
into the tournament was how will they han-
dle the pressure of playing at home. It looks
like they're absolutely loving playing in front
of obviously big crowds. The players are smil-
ing and enjoying themselves and playing
great cricket. The challenge for themis to con-
tinue that mentality in the semifinals. If they
maintain that and are able to play confident
cricket, it's going to take a pretty special per-
formance to turn them over,” Hussey says.

Sandwiched between Nelson
and Tasman is Saxton Oval, a
large open park with facilities
for football, athletics, cricket
and several other sports.

and all have a blissful look as the camera
swoops on them from top. The thing is no
one knows who won, who lost.
“Deliberately done. Look you might be a
great potential sportsman but we here are
looking out for the others. There might be
1 per cent who can probably have a career
in sports but what about the rest? What we
are trying to do is use sports to produce
people who are happier and turn out to be
good human beings. What's the point of life
if you don’t do that?”.

Different mottos

It's an interesting philosophy but does it
also mean it could hurt the chances of pro-
ducing top athletes? This line of thought is
very different from their neighbours and
sporting arch rivals Australia. The Aussies
love winners, they stress on success.

“The amount of money Australia puts

SHORT TAKES

NZ not bothered by
Henry’s absence

Lockie Ferguson believes New
Zealand bowling attack remain a
‘handsome bunch'’ despite losing
fast bowler Matt Henry and have
all bases covered for the World
Cup semifinal against India here
on Wednesday. New Zealand were
the last to qualify for the
semifinals, having lost four games
in a row after winning as many.
They won their last league game
against Sri Lanka to make the cut.
Ferguson said they would not be
troubled much with Henry's
unavailability due to torn right
hamstring. "We look good here.
Matt Henry is obviously a big hole
in our side and we're still a
handsome bunch without Matt
Henry,” Ferguson told the media
ahead of New Zealand's training
session at the Wankhede Stadium.
PTI

‘India bowlers ready
for all conditions’

India bowling coach Paras
Mhambrey has hailed his bowlers
for their superb show in the World
Cup, saying their unique skill sets
have made them capable of facing
any challenge on varied conditions
in the ongoing showpiece event.
The Indians have been unbeaten in
the World Cup so far, winning all
nine league games to storm into
the semifinal, where they will play
New Zealand in Mumbai on
Wednesday. Be it pace or spin, the
Indian bowlers have excelled in all
departments. "In terms of the
different skills, we have the ability
to (take on) whatever challenge
thatis ahead of us. Maybe different
surfaces, we have the bowlers to do
that. And we've doneit,"
Mhambrey was quoted as saying
by the ICC after the game against
Netherlands here on Sunday. PTI

Morkel quits as Pak
bowling coach

South African Morne Morkel has
resigned as Pakistan's bowling
coach, the country's cricket board
(PCB) announced on Monday, two
days after their failure to reach the
semi-finals of the World Cup in
India. Pakistan finished fifth in the
standings with eight points having
won four matches and losing five,
with their final defeat by outgoing
champions England on Saturday
ruling them out of contention for
the knockout stages of the
tournament. The former South
Africa fast bowler had joined the
team on a six-month contractin
June. "Pakistan Cricket Board will
announce his replacement in due
course," the PCB said in a short
statement without providing any
reason for Morkel's departure.
REUTERS

into producing high performance athletes
isalot more than us,” Muir said. “It’sanin-
teresting thing and something that is catch-
ing up here as well. The right thing to do is
find the right balance but you know it does
get difficult.”

Another interesting development has
occurred with respect to cricket. During the
2015 World Cup, a local newspaper ran a
story about children’s participation in of-
ficial school cricket with a stat: ‘The num-
ber of secondary school-aged children
playing cricket has dropped from 17,794 in
2000 to 9937 last year.’

But everywhere one went during that
World Cup, Brendon McCullum mania was
on; his team'’s infectious style of play had
caught the attention and kids were out
there playing cricket in the parks. And then
their glorious run in the 2019 World Cup
occurred. NZ cricket put up a stat the other
day: the number of secondary school play-
ersincreased by 513 (2%) to 21,974. It seems
to be near an all-time high.

The Black Caps might not be as popular
as the All Blacks but they remain perpetual
title contenders. They play an entertaining
brand of cricket that continues to inspire
the world and also motivate the kids in
New Zealand to take up the sport in those
gorgeous wide open spaces.
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Xi Jinping with Joe
Biden. Reuters file

UNITED STATES
‘Bidento push
Chinatoresume
military ties’

Washington: Joe Biden
wants to re-establish mili-
tary ties with China, White
House national security
adviser Jake Sullivan said
onSunday, days before the
president and the Chinese
leader are set to meet.
Biden will meet Chinese
President Xi Jinping in per-
son for the first time in a
year on Wednesday dur-
ing the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
summit in San Francisco.
Sullivan, in an interview
with CBS said restored mil-
itary ties could take place
at every level from senior
leadership to the tactical
operational level, as well
“onthe waterand in the air
in the Indo-Pacific.”
REUTERS

AUSTRALIA
Govttoapologise
over 50 yrsafter
drugtragedy

Sydney: Australiawillissue
a national apology to all
citizens affected by the
“Thalidomide tragedy”,
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese said on Monday,
more than half a century
after babies were born
with birth defects when
mothers took the morning
sickness pill. Thalidomide,
aningredientinasedative
widely distributed to
many mothers in the 60s,
caused malformation of
extrenal and internal or-
gansinunborn children. It
killed 80,000 kids globally
before they were born,and
20,000 more were born
withdefects REUTERS

UKRAINE

‘Prepare fornew
waveof Russia’s
winterattacks’

Kyiv; President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy warned
Ukrainians on Sunday to
prepare for new waves of
Russian attacks on infra-
structure as winter ap-
proached and said troops
were anticipating an on-
slaught in the eastern the-
atre of the war. Zelenskiy
issued his warning during
his nightly video addressa
day after Russian forces
carried out their first mis-
sile attack on the capital,
Kyiv in some seven weeks.
Russian accounts of the
fighting on Sunday said its
forces had repelled five
Ukrainian attacks near
Bakhmut. REUTERS

JAPAN
Deputy Finance
Minister resigns
over tax scandal

Tokyo: A Japanese deputy
finance minister stepped
down on Monday over
revelations that he had
been delinquent on tax
payments, another blow
to Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida whose public
support is languishing in
the polls. Kenji Kanda,
state minister of finance
in charge of government
bonds and monetary pol-
icy, told reporters he had
resigned because he did
not want the issue to dis-
rupt debate in parliament.
Kanda is the third official
to leave a ministerial post
in just two months since
Kishida reshuffled his
cabinet to improve tum-
bling public approval rat-
ings. REUTERS

THREE NEWBORNS AMONG 32 PATIENTS
dead in 3 days at Al Shifa hospital: Officials ‘

GETS BAIL AFTER NEARLY SEVEN YEARS

PHILIPPINES ‘DRUG WAR’ CRITIC WALKS FREE

Leila de Lima, 64, a critic of former Philippines president Rodrigo Dutertes bloody “war on drugs” walked
free after a court granted her bail seven years after she was jailed. She had launched a Senate inquiry into
Duterte’s campaign, in which thousands were killed by police or in mysterious circumstances. REUTERS

ISRAEL FIRING SNIPERS INTO HOSPITAL,
only 300 litres of fuel left: Health Ministry

Israeli tanks at main hospital gate,

Says 650 stuck
inside, patients,
medics desperate
to be evacuated

NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI
& DAN WILLIAMS
GAZA, JERUSALEM
NOVEMBER 13

ISRAELI FORCES reached the
gates of Gaza City’s main hospi-
tal on Monday, the primary tar-
get in their battle to seize control
of the northern half of the Gaza
Strip, where medics said patients
including newborn babies were
dying for lack of fuel.

Gaza health ministry
spokesperson Ashraf Al-Qidra,
who was inside Al Shifa hospital,
said 32 patients had died in the
past three days, including three
newborn babies, as a result of the
siege of the hospital and the cut-
off of its power.

At least 650 patients were
still inside, desperate to be evac-
uated to another medical facility
by the Red Cross or some other
neutral agency.

Israel says the hospital sits
atop tunnels housing a head-
quarters for Hamas fighters, who
are to blame for its plight for us-
ing patients as shields, which
Hamas denies.

“The tanks are in front of the
hospital. We are under full block-
ade. It’s a totally civilian area.
Only hospital facility, hospital
patients, doctors and other civil-
ians staying in the hospital.
Someone should stop this,” a
surgeon at the hospital, Dr
Ahmed El Mokhallalati, said by
the telephone.

Spokesperson for Gaza
health ministry Qidra said an
Israel tank was now stationed at
the hospital gate.

Israeli snipers and drones
were firing into the hospital,
making itimpossible for medics
and patients to move around.

“We are besieged and are in-
side a circle of death,” he said.

Qidra said the 300 litres
would power the hospital for
just half an hour, and Shifa
needed 8,000-10,000 litres of
fuel per day delivered by the Red
Cross or an international agency.
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Ata hospital in Khan Younis in southern Gaza Strip on Monday. Reuters

hundreds trapped: Gaza Ministry

—_—

Biden, Qatar leader discuss Gaza,

ISRAEL PALESTINE
TOTAL DEAD

1,200+ | 11,000+
TOTAL ITNJURED

5,400+ 20,000+

An Israeli official who re-
quested anonymity said 300
litres could last several hours be-
cause only the emergency room
Was running,.

After three died there were
36 alive in the neo-natal unit,
he said.

“We are expecting to lose
more of them day by day.”

The United States carried out
two air strikes in Syria against
Iran-aligned groups on Sunday, a
US defence official said. REUTERS

Israel holds off on threatened
closure of Al Jazeera locally

DAN WILLIAMS
JERUSALEM, NOVEMBER 13

ISRAEL SIGNALLED on Monday
itwould hold off on a threatened
closure of the local bureau of
Al Jazeera, leaving the powerful
Qatar-owned satellite station
unmentioned in a government
decision about emergency me-
diaregulations for the Gaza war.

The omission pointed to a
balancing act by Israel, which has
been angered by Qatari ties to its
arch-foe Iran and Hamas, but is
looking to Doha to persuade the
Palestinian militant group to free
scores of hostages held in the
Gaza Strip.

A statement by PM
Netanyahu's security cabinet said
it had authorised action against
Lebanese pro-Iranian channel Al
Mayadeen for “making wartime
efforts to harm security interests
and to serve the enemy’s goals”.

Though Israel and Lebanon
are formally in a decades-old
state of war and the Lebanese
Shi'ite group Hezbollah has
joined the current hostilities on
the side of Gaza's Palestinians, Al
Mayadeen has been airing re-
ports frominside Israeli territory.

After the Israeli security cabi-
net decision, Communications
Minister Shlomo Karhi was work-
ing on a proposed blocking of Al
Mayadeen websites. REUTERS

agree hostages must be released

ANDREA SHALAL
& AHMED TOLBA
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 13

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden spoke
on Sunday with Qatar's Emir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani about developments in
Gaza and “urgent ongoing efforts”
to secure the release of hostages
being held by the Hamas militant
group, the White House said.
Biden “unequivocally” con-
demned the holding of hostages
by Hamas, including many
young children, one of whom is
a 3-year old American citizen
whose parents were killed by the
group on October 7th, the White
House said in a statement.

MORE FOREIGN
NATIONALS RESCUED

From Gaza Strip into Egypt

86

Romanian citizens were
evacuated on Sunday.

M A group of 32 Brazilians was
enroute to Cairo after they
were allowed to cross from
Gazainto Egypt.

M Albania’s foreign minister
said Sunday that the first
Albanian citizens,a mother and
her four children, were

evacuated fromGaza. Reuters

US President Joe Biden and
Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani. File

“The two leaders agreed that
all hostages must be released
without further delay,” the state-
ment said.

Biden's national security ad-
viser, Jake Sullivan, told CNN’s
‘State of the Union’ Sunday that
“active, intensive negotiations”

UN observesa

minute’s silence for
101 dead staffers

UNITED NATIONS workers ob-
served a minute’s silence on
Monday to honour the over
100 employees killed in Gaza
since the war beganas UN flags
flew at half mast. Staff at UN of-
fices in Geneva bowed heads
as a candle was lit in memory
of the 101 employees of UN
Palestinian refugee agency
(UNRWA ) killed in the fighting.
“This is the highest number of
aid workers killed in the history
of our organisation in such a
short time,” said Tatiana
Valovaya, Director-General of
theUNinGeneva. REUTERS

BRIEFLY

were underway involving Israel,
Qatar, Egypt and the US on secur-
ing the release of more hostages,
butitwas not clearif all were alive.
The White House made no
mention of any discussion of a
ceasefire, saying only that the
leaders talked about the need “to
protect innocent civilians and ef-
forts to increase the flow of hu-
manitarian assistance into Gaza.”
AUS official said Brett McGurk,
Biden’s senior Middle East adviser,
will visit Israel Tuesday and meet
Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu,
with visits planned in Brussels,
Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Qatar.
Qatar's government earlier
said Al Thani had stressed the
need for an immediate ceasefire
in the call with Biden. REUTERS

UNRWA saysits
facility struckin

southern Gaza

THEUN agency for Palestinian
refugees said thatIsrael'snavy
struck one of its facilities in
southern Gaza, despite shar-
ing coordinates with warring
parties. The agency, knownas
UNRWA, said Sunday’s strike
caused “significant damage”
to its guesthouse in Rafah,
adding that no casualties were
reported since UN staff left the
facility 90 minutes before the
attack. “This recent attack is
yet another indication that
nowhere in Gaza is safe. Not
the north, not the south,” the
UNRWA said. REUTERS

Ao

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Former British Prime Minister David Cameron (left) took
charge as the Foreign Secretary. Home Secretary Suella
Braverman (right) was replaced by James Cleverly. Reuters

Braverman sacked,
UK’s Sunak brings
ex-PM Cameron

JILLLAWLESS
LONDON,NOVEMBER 13

FORMER BRITISH Prime
Minister David Cameron made
an unexpected return to high of-
fice on Monday, becoming for-
eign secretary in a major
shakeup of the Conservative
government that also saw firing
of divisive Home Secretary
Suella Braverman.

Cameron, who led the UK
government between 2010 and
2016 and triggered the country’s
exit from the European Union,
was appointed by Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak in a Cabinet
shuffle in which he sacked
Braverman, a law-and-order
hardliner who drew anger for ac-
cusing police of being lenient
with pro-Palestinian protesters.

She was replaced by James
Cleverly, who had been foreign
secretary. Sunak was making
further changes to the govern-
ment throughout the day, with
Environment Secretary Therese
Coffey saying she would be leav-
ing her job.

“While I have been out of
front-line politics for the last
seven years, | hope that my ex-
perience — as Conservative
leader for 11 years and prime
minister for six — will assist me
in helping the prime minister to
meet these vital challenges,”
Cameron said in a statement.

Cameron’s appointment

N back into Cabinet

EXPLAINED

® Mixed legacy

CAMERON'S FOREIGN
policy legacy is mixed. As
PM he backed NATO-led
military intervention in
Libya in 2011 that toppled
Moammar Gadhafi. In
2013, he tried and failed
to gain Parliament’s back-
ing for UK airstrikes
against Bashar al-Assad’s
forces in Syria. He also
announced a short-lived
“golden era” in UK-China
ties, shortly before the re-
lationship soured.

=

came as a surprise to seasoned
politics-watchers.

It’s rare for a non-lawmaker
to take a senior government
post, and it has been decades
since a former prime minister
held a Cabinet job.

The government said
Cameron had been appointed to
Parliament’s unelected upper
chamber, the House of Lords.

Sunak had been under grow-
ing pressure to fire Braverman —
a hard-liner popular with the
party’s authoritarian wing —
from one of the most senior jobs
in government, responsible for
handling immigration and
policing. AP

‘Disturbing goodwill
and social harmony:
Nepal bans TikTok

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, NOVEMBER 13

NEPAL GOVERNMENT has
banned social media platform
TikTok with immediate effect
and decided to regulate other
platforms to prevent “misuse”.

It added that goodwill and
social harmony were being dis-
turbed with the popular video
app and there was rising de-
mand to control it.

“Ameeting of the cabinet de-
cided to ban TikTok with imme-
diate effect,” said Rekha Sharma,
Minister for Communication.

The ban came five days after
a government declaration re-
garding the regulation of all so-
cial media platforms, which also
gave them three months to set
up offices in Nepal in order to ad-
dress grievances.

However, in a follow up ac-
tion, it singled out TikTok impos-
ing a total ban oniit.

The government directives
for social media users prohibited
use of fake identities and engag-
ing in defamatory activities.

The platforms were also
asked to reveal the real identity
of the user and cooperate in in-
vestigations, in case of any com-
plaints.

The Home Ministry had pro-
duced a report which said social
media, especially TikTok, was be-
ing used to defame political lead-
ers bothin ruling and opposition
sides, and most users were using
fake identities for the purpose.

More than 1,600 TikTok-re-
lated cyber crime cases have
been registered over the last four
years in Nepal, according to lo-
cal media reports.

WITHREUTERS INPUTS

TRAVEL SPENDING IN ASIA-PACIFIC SET TOo GROW 41% THiS YEAR ToO $567 B1LLION; WILL Ri1SE To $800 BILLION By 2027

North American airlines bet on Asia-Pacific to drive profits

ALLISON LAMPERT
&RAJESH KUMAR SINGH
MONTREAL, CHICAGO,
NOVEMBER 13

THE RETURN of North American
flights to Asia-Pacificis accelerat-
ing heading into 2024, as carri-
ers bet on the region as the next
source of high-margin revenue
at a time of soaring costs. A re-
bound in Asia is especially im-
portant for airlines where long-
haul travel makes up a bigger
mix of revenue.

Business travel, a cash cow
for airlines, is also rebounding in
Asia. Travel spending in Asia
Pacificis set to grow 41% this year
to $567 billion, and rise to $800

e_paper..nelss.cnm

billion by 2027, according to data
from the Global Business Travel
Association.

Air Canada's estimated traf-
fic to Asia would be “closer to 80-
something percent” of 2019 lev-
els next year, the carrier's vice
president of network planning
told Reuters. The planned capac-
ity, which has not been previ-
ously reported, is a strong re-
bound from 2022, when the
carrier's Asia-Pacific traffic was
33%0f 2019 levels.

While United Airlines,
American Airlines and Delta Air
Lines are offering fewer seats to
Asia Pacificin the current quarter
compared with 2019, the num-
bers are up 75% on an annual ba-
sis, according to aviation analyt-

ics company Cirium.

In the first three months of
2024, the numbers will be up
about 79% year-on-year. In con-
trast, seats on the flights of the
three US carriers to Europe will
grow an annual 6%.

Travel to Asia is also a source
of high-margin revenue ata time
when soaring labor and fuel
costs are pressuring profit and
domestic fares are declining.

“The market here in the
United States is more mature,”
United's chief commercial offi-
cer, Andrew Nocella, said at a
conference earlier this month.
“The growth rates of 7% or 8% or
9% for the industry are just not
going to be possible, but grow-
ing overseas, we think there's

Travel to Asia is also a source of high-margin revenue ata
time when soaring labour and fuel costs are pressuring
profit and domestic fares are declining. Reuters file

just alot more opportunity.”

Supply-demand
mismatch

Asia-Pacific has lagged be-
hind the US and Europe in global
travel demand recovery after the
pandemic. While passenger traf-
ficin the region has surged since
the reopening of borders, inter-
national airline capacity remains
below 2019 levels.

The supply-demand mis-
match is driving up profit mar-
gins for carriers. Asia-Pacific was
the second-best market for pas-
senger earnings after transat-
lantic for both United and Delta
in the third quarter.

However, closed Russian air-
space as well as depressed

Chinese travel to North America
remain hurdles.

The need to avoid Russian air-
space due to the war with
Ukraine has made it tougher for
North American carriers to fly to
destinations like Hong Kong from
East Coast hubs Newark, New
Jersey; and Atlanta and Toronto.
Similarly, Chinese tourists are still
not backin full force.

In 2019, 2.8 million tourists
from China came to US, but re-
search group Tourism Economics
expects a mere 991,000 to arrive
this year.

Uneven recovery in Chinese
travel demand is an unknown for
the carriers, but tight supply
should help profit, analyst
SavanthiSythsaid. = REUTERS



