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Quotes for Reflection 
 
 

The hope which depends upon God cannot possibly be disappointed.  
—John Calvin 

 
 

Afflictions drive us to seek God, they being God’s hired laborers, sent to break the clods, 
and to plough Christ’s land, that he may sow heaven there; but Christ must bring new 
earth to the soil… The prayers of the saints in prosperity are but summer prayers—slow, 
lazy, and alas! too formal. In trouble, they rain out prayers, as a fountain doth cast out 
waters.  

—Samuel Rutherford 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves: the King opens His 
gates and welcomes us into His courts. 

 

Gospel Invitation—Psalm 62:8 
 

Trust in Him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge 
for us. 

 
Sung Response—Come, Christians, Join To Sing, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Christian H. Bateman, 1843; Music: MADRID, Traditional Spanish melody,  
arr. David Evans, 1927. 

&

?

#

#

44

44

˙̇ œœ œœ
Come, Chris-tians,

˙̇ œœ œœ

œœ œœ ˙̇
join to sing

˙œœ œœ ˙

œœ œœ œœ œœ
Al - le - lu - ia!

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œœ œœ ˙̇
A - men!

œ œ˙ ˙̇

&

?

#

#

˙̇ œœ œœ
Loud praise to

˙̇ œœ œœ

œœ œœ ˙̇
Christ our King:

˙œœ œœ ˙

œœ œœ œœ œœ
Al - le - lu - ia!

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œœ œœ ˙̇
A - men!

œ œ˙ ˙̇

&

?

#

#

˙̇ œœ œœ
Let all, with

˙̇ œœ œœ

œœ œœ ˙̇
heart and voice,

œœœ œ ˙̇

˙̇ œœ œœ
be - fore His

œ˙̇ œ œ œœ

œœ œœ ˙̇
throne re - joice;

œœœ œ œ ˙̇

&

?

#

#

˙ œœ œœ
Praise is His

œ œ
œœ

œœ œœ œœ

œ œœ ˙
gra - cious choice.

œ ˙

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ
Al - le - lu - ia!

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œœ œœ ˙̇
A - men!

œ œ˙ ˙̇

Come, Christians, Join To Sing, Vs. 1



 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Call to Worship—Psalm 34:3-6, 8 
 

Pastor:   Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together! 
 
All:     We sought the Lord, and He answered us and delivered us from all our fears. 
 
Reader 1:  Those who look to Him are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed. 
 
Reader 2:  This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him and saved him out of all his 
     troubles. 
 
All:     Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! 
 
Pastor:   Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 
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Congregational Hymn—Jesus, Lover Of My Soul 
 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1740; Music: MARTYN, Simeon B. Marsh, 1834. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 

The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and 
study with expectant hearts. In His Word, God particularly calls us to sing psalms: while all Scripture 
is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a specific exhortation for us to use the Psalter as 
the church’s songbook. 

 

 
Congregational Psalm—O Lord Most High (Psalm 9) 
 

 
 

Text: from Psalm 9:1-2, 7-11, 18-19, The Psalter, 1912;  
Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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Scripture Reading—Luke 23:33, 44-49 
 

And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified Jesus, and 
the criminals, one on His right and one on His left.  
 It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until 
the ninth hour, while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into Your hands I commit 
My spirit!” And having said this He breathed His last. Now when the centurion saw 
what had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!” And 
all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken 
place, returned home beating their breasts. And all His acquaintances and the women 
who had followed Him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things. 

 

Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Congregational Hymn—Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 
 

 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1707; Music: MARTYRDOM, Hugh Wilson, 1824. 

 

&

?

#

#

43

43

œœ
A
Was
Well
Thus
But

œœ

˙̇ œœ
las!
it

might
might
drops

and
for
the
I

of

˙̇ œœ

˙̇ œœ œœ
did
crimes
sun
hide
grief

my
that
in
my
can

˙ œœ

˙̇ œœ
Sa
I

dark
blush
ne'er

vior
have
ness
ing
re

˙̇ œœ

˙̇ œœ
bleed,
done,
hide,
face
pay

and
He
and

while
the

˙̇ œ

˙̇ œ œ
did
groaned
shut
His
debt

my
up
his
dear
of

œ

˙̇ œœ œœ

˙̇ œœ
Sov
on

glor
cross
love

ereign
the
ies
ap
I

˙̇ œœ

..˙̇
die!
tree?
in,
pears;
owe;

..˙̇

˙̇

˙̇

- - -
-

- -
- -

-

&

?

#

#

œœ
Would
A
When
Dis
Here,

œœ

˙̇ œœ
He
maz
Christ,
solve
Lord,

de
ing
the
my
I

˙ œœ

˙ œ
vote
pi

migh
heart
give

that
ty!
ty
in

my

œ œ œn

˙̇ œœ

˙̇ œœ
sa

Grace
ma
thank
self

cred
un
ker,
ful
a

˙̇ œœ

˙̇ œœ
head
known!
died
ness,
way,

for
And
for
and
'tis

˙̇ œœ

œ œœ œœ œœ
sin
love
man
melt
all

ners
be
the
mine
that

˙ œœœ œ

˙̇ œœ
such
yond
crea
eyes

I

as
de

ture's
in

can

˙̇ œœ

..˙̇
I?
gree!
sin.
tears.
do.

..˙̇

˙̇

˙̇

- - -
- - - - - -

- - -
- - -

- -

Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed?

Text: Isaac Watts, 1707; Music: MARTYRDOM, Hugh Wilson, 1824.
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Sermon Text—Psalm 31:1-24 
 

  In You, O Lord, do I take refuge; 
   let me never be put to shame; 
   in Your righteousness deliver me! 
2  Incline Your ear to me; 
      rescue me speedily! 
  Be a rock of refuge for me, 
      a strong fortress to save me! 
 
3  For You are my rock and my fortress; 
      and for Your name's sake you lead me and guide me; 
4  You take me out of the net they have hidden for me, 
      for You are my refuge. 
5  Into Your hand I commit my spirit; 
      You have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God. 
 
6  I hate those who pay regard to worthless idols, 
      but I trust in the Lord. 
7  I will rejoice and be glad in Your steadfast love, 
      because You have seen my affliction; 
      You have known the distress of my soul, 
8  and You have not delivered me into the hand of the enemy; 
      You have set my feet in a broad place. 
 
9  Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; 
      my eye is wasted from grief; 
      my soul and my body also. 
10  For my life is spent with sorrow, 
      and my years with sighing; 
  my strength fails because of my iniquity, 
      and my bones waste away. 
11  Because of all my adversaries I have become a reproach, 
      especially to my neighbors, 
  and an object of dread to my acquaintances; 
      those who see me in the street flee from me. 
12  I have been forgotten like one who is dead; 
      I have become like a broken vessel. 
13  For I hear the whispering of many— 
      terror on every side!— 
  as they scheme together against me, 
      as they plot to take my life. 
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14  But I trust in You, O Lord; 
      I say, “You are my God.” 
15  My times are in Your hand; 
      rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors! 
16  Make Your face shine on Your servant; 
      save me in Your steadfast love! 
17  O Lord, let me not be put to shame, 
      for I call upon You; 
  let the wicked be put to shame; 
      let them go silently to Sheol. 
18  Let the lying lips be mute, 
      which speak insolently against the righteous 
      in pride and contempt. 
 
19  Oh, how abundant is Your goodness, 
      which You have stored up for those who fear You 
  and worked for those who take refuge in You, 
      in the sight of the children of mankind! 
20  In the cover of Your presence You hide them 
      from the plots of men; 
  You store them in Your shelter 
      from the strife of tongues. 
 
21  Blessed be the Lord, 
      for He has wondrously shown His steadfast love to me 
      when I was in a besieged city. 
22  I had said in my alarm, 
      “I am cut off from Your sight.” 
  But You heard the voice of my pleas for mercy 
      when I cried to You for help. 
 
23  Love the Lord, all you His saints! 
      The Lord preserves the faithful 
      but abundantly repays the one who acts in pride. 
24  Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 
      all you who wait for the Lord! 

 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Sung Response—A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 46, Martin Luther, 1529, tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1853;  
Music: EIN’FESTE BURG, Martin Luther, 1529. 

 
Sermon—Into Your Hands 

—Pastor, James Crampton 
 
 
 
 
GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND 
RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s favor 
through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—based on Deuteronomy 32:10-12, 15-16, 18 
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. You found us in a desert land, and in the howling waste of the  
   wilderness; You encircled us, You cared for us, and You kept us like the apple of Your eye. 
   Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters over its young, spreading out its wings, catching 
   them, bearing them on its pinions, the Lord alone guided us. 
 
All:   But we forsook the God who made us and scoffed at the Rock of our salvation. 
 
Pastor:  We stirred You to jealousy with strange gods; with abominations we provoked You to anger. 
 
All:   We were unmindful of the Rock that bore us, and we forgot the God who gave us birth. 
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Assurance of Pardon—Psalm 34:19-22; Romans 1:16-17 
 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all. He keeps all his 
bones; not one of them is broken. Affliction will slay the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will 
be condemned. The Lord redeems the life of His servants; none of those who take refuge in Him will 
be condemned. 

 
Pastor:   This is the promise of God.  
 
All:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor:   Therefore, I am not ashamed of the Gospel. 
 
All:    It is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.   
 
Pastor:   For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 

 righteous shall live by faith.” 
 
 
Sung Response—My Soul Waits In Expectation (Psalm 62), Vs. 3 
 

 
 

Text: from Psalm 62, alt. Nathan George, 2011; Music: Nathan George, 2011. 
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GOD INVITES HIS PEOPLE TO FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM 

God feeds the faith of His people by giving them a meal. As God fellowships with them in faith, His 
people pledge their obedience to God and their love for one another. 

 

Profession of Faith—The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
 Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible; 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
    begotten of the Father before all worlds; 
    God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
    begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made.  
Who, for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven, 
    and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man; 
    He was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
    He suffered, died, and was buried; 
    and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures, 
    and ascended into heaven, and now sits on the right hand of the Father; 
    and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; 
     whose kingdom shall have no end; 

 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
    who together with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified; 
    who spoke by the prophets; 
 
And we believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church—both seen and unseen;  
  We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;  
  and we look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come.  
 
Amen. 
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Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, 
we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices with the angels, the 
archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal 
praise: 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9;  
Music: CLOVERCROFT SANCTUS, Henry C. Haffner, 2019.  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 
This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come 
forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 

 

Congregational Psalm—The Lord Ever Hear You (Psalm 20) 
 

 
 

Text: Edward Collier, Lyrics from the Psalter, 1907, alt. 2021;  
Music: STAR POINTER, Henry C. Haffner, 2021. 
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Congregational Hymn—He Leadeth Me 
 

 
 

Text: Joseph H. Gilmore, 1862; Music: HE LEADETH ME, William Bradbury, 1864. 
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Text: Joseph H. Gilmore, 1862. Music: HE LEADETH ME , William B. Bradbury, 1864.

Refrain
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GOD’S PEOPLE GRATEFULLY RESPOND WITH THEIR PETITIONS, TITHES 
& OFFERINGS, AND PRAISE 

Praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship, moving our faith from our heads and 
hearts into our lives and callings. Offering boxes for both tithes and alms are located in the foyer. 

 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
Corporate Prayer—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,  
On Earth as it is in Heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil. 
 

For Thine is the kingdom,  
And the power, and the glory, forever. 

 
Amen. 
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Congregational Psalm—In You, Lord, I Take Refuge (Psalm 31) 
 

 
 

Copyright © 2009 Crown and Covenant Publications, Book of Psalms for Worship. 
Text: Psalm 31:1-5, 9-10, 23-24; Music: LANCASHIRE, Henry Smart, 1836. 
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In You, Lord, I Take Refuge—Psalm 31
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and 
providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to 
show His light in the darkness. 

 
 
Benediction—from Psalm 5:11-12 
 

Let all who take refuge in the Lord rejoice; let them ever sing for joy. May He spread 
His protection over them, that those who love His name may exult in Him. The Lord 
bless you; the Lord cover you with favor as with a shield. Amen. 

 
 
Sung Response—Unto Christ Who Loved Us 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 ©1936 Oxford University Press; Text: Revelation 1:5-6;  
Music: UNTO HIM WHO LOVED US, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1936. 
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Oxford University PressRev 1:5-6
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Announcements 
 
 
Worship Notes: 
 

refuge noun 
 

1. shelter or protection from danger or distress.  
2. a place that provides shelter or protection.  
3. something to which one has recourse in difficulty 

 
(“refuge.” Merriam-Webster.com, Merriam-Webster, 2025.) 

 
As you read, listen, and sing through the worship service this morning, notice how many 
times the word “refuge” occurs, and how it is used. Right at the beginning of the service, 
we hear, “God is a refuge for us” (Psalm 62:8) and “blessed is the man who takes refuge 
in Him” (Psalm 34:8). We’ll sing that though we have no other refuge (Jesus, Lover Of 
My Soul), we can rest in the knowledge that “Jehovah will a refuge prove, [a] refuge 
strong for all oppressed” (O Lord Most High—Psalm 9). God is called a “refuge” four 
times in Psalm 31, including the ecstatic declaration that “Oh, how abundant is Your 
goodness, which You have stored up for those who fear You and worked for those who 
take refuge in You!” (Psalm 31:19). We are promised that “none of those who take 
refuge in Him will be condemned” (Psalm 32:22), and we are commanded “all who take 
refuge in [the Lord] rejoice” (Psalm 5:11). As we face danger, distress, or difficulties 
throughout the week, I hope that these reminders from the Scriptures and the hymns of 
the faith will prod us to take refuge in the Lord, our God. 

 
—Henry C. Haffner 

 
 
Key Words:     Refuge, Fortress, Trust, Distress, Affliction, Times, Hand 
 
Keystone Verse:    Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O   
         Lord, faithful God. (Psalm 31:5) 
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