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Quotes for reflection: 
 
 

In the presence of God, we are both profoundly attracted and profoundly unsettled. We 
are drawn to him because of his beauty, yet we are also terrified because of our impurity. 
His holiness exposes us, and that exposure is deeply uncomfortable. —Tim Keller 
 
By calling it great joy, he shows us, not only that we ought, above all things, to rejoice 
in the salvation brought us by Christ, but that this blessing is so great and boundless, as 
fully to compensate for all the pains, distresses, and anxieties of the present life. Let us 
learn to be so delighted with Christ alone, that the perception of his grace may 
overcome, and at length remove from us, all the distresses of the flesh. —John Calvin 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves: the King opens His 
gates and welcomes us into His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—John 3:16 
 

Good news. Glad tidings. Great joy. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

 
Sung Response—Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1739; Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1840. 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
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Call to Worship—Psalm 96:1-4, 7-9 
 

Pastor:   Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
 
All:     Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day to day. 
 
Reader 1:  Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the 
     peoples! 
 
Reader 2:  For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all 
     gods. 
 
Pastor:   Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and 
     strength! 
 
All:     Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come  
     into His courts! 
 
Pastor:   Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; tremble before Him, all the 
     earth! 
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Congregational Hymn—Once In Royal David’s City 
 

 
 

Text: C.F. Alexander, 1848; Music: Irby, H.J. Gauntlett, 1849. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and 
study with expectant hearts.  

 

Congregational Hymn—O Savior Dear, Thy Manger Here 
 

 
 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1653, tr. Paul Kretzmann, 1930, alt. 2021;  
Music: O JESU CHRIST, DEIN KRIPPLEIN IST, Johann Crüger, 1656; arr. Henry C. Haffner, 2021. 
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Scripture Reading—Isaiah 43:1-7 
 

But now thus says the Lord, 
 He who created you, O Jacob, 
 He who formed you, O Israel: 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
 I have called you by name, you are Mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
 and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
 and the flame shall not consume you. 
For I am the Lord your God, 
 the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
 Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 
Because you are precious in My eyes, 
 and honored, and I love you, 
I give men in return for you, 
 peoples in exchange for your life. 
Fear not, for I am with you; 
 I will bring your offspring from the east, 
 and from the west I will gather you. 
I will say to the north, Give up, 
 and to the south, do not withhold; 
bring My sons from afar 
 and My daughters from the end of the earth, 
everyone who is called by My name, 
 whom I created for My glory, 
 whom I formed and made.” 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Congregational Hymn—From Heaven On High 
 

 
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1535, tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1855; 
 Music: VOM HIMMEL HOCH, Geistliche Lieder, 1539. 

 
Sermon Text—Luke 2:8-14 
 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, 14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom He is pleased!” 

 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Text: Martin Luther, 1535,tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1855; 
Music: VOM HIMMEL HOCH, Martin Luther, Geistichle Lieder, 1539.
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Sung Response—Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, Vs. 2 
 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1739; Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1840. 

 
Sermon—Fear Not: Good News of Great Joy for All People 
 

—Assistant Pastor, Mike Fennema 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND 
RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and 
seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—based on Isaiah 6:1-5, Psalm 51:1-2 
 

Pastor:  You are the Lord, sitting upon Your throne, high and lifted up; and the train 
    of Your robe fills the temple. 
 
All:    Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory! 
 
Pastor:  We are lost; for we are people of unclean lips. We dwell in the midst of a   
    people of unclean lips. 
 
All:    Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. 
 
Pastor:  According to Your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions. 
 
All:    Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin! 

  
(Silent prayers of confession) 
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Sung Response—Agnus Dei 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on John 1:29; Music: CLOVERCROFT AGNUS DEI,  
Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 

 

Assurance of Pardon—Isaiah 6:6-7; Revelation 15:3-4 
 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had 
taken with tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has 
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the promise of God. 
 

All:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Pastor:  Great and marvelous are Your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are 
Your ways, King of the nations. 

 

All:    Who will not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 
 

Pastor:   For You alone are holy. Amen. 
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Sung Response—Twofold Amen 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional; Music: DRESDEN, Johann Naumann, 18th century. 
 

 
GOD INVITES HIS PEOPLE TO FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM 

God feeds the faith of His people by giving them a meal. As God fellowships with them in faith, His people 
pledge their obedience to God and their love for one another. 

 

Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 We believe in God:  
 

  The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
  Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,  
  From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
  The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
  The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
 

Amen. 
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Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, 
we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices with the angels, the 
archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal 
praise: 

 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Luke 2:14; Music: CLOVERCROFT GLORIA,  
Henry C. Haffner, 2019. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come 
forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 

 
Congregational Hymn—For What Did Christ The Babe Appear 
 

 
 

Text & Music: Nathan George, 2009. 
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Congregational Hymn—Lovely Child, Holy Child 
 

 
 

Text: Folk carol, adapted by David N. Johnson, 1968;  
Music: BETHLEHEM, Folk carol. 
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GOD’S PEOPLE GRATEFULLY RESPOND WITH THEIR PETITIONS, TITHES 
& OFFERINGS, AND PRAISE 

Praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship, moving our faith from our heads and 
hearts into our lives and callings. Offering boxes for both tithes and alms are located in the foyer. 

 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
Corporate Prayer—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,  
On Earth as it is in Heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil. 
 

For Thine is the kingdom,  
And the power, and the glory, forever. 

 
Amen. 
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Congregational Hymn—Angels We Have Heard On High 
 

 
 

Text: Traditional French Carol; Music: GLORIA, Traditional French Melody,  
arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1937. 
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Traditional French Melody
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 
After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and 
providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to 
show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Numbers 6:24-26 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, Vs. 3 
 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1739; Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1840. 
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Announcements 
 
 
 
Worship Notes: 

 
Don’t you love singing Advent and Christmas hymns at this time of year? There are so 
many rich pieces of poetry and music that we only sing during this season, we typically 
need to make a spreadsheet (beginning in November) to make sure that we don’t miss 
any! We try to group the seasonal hymns around a central theme from week to week: 
for example, the past two Sundays have included hymns celebrating Jesus as a purifying 
priest and the coming King. This morning, the hymns will focus on the annunciation of 
Jesus’ birth by angels. The three verses of Charles Wesley’s magnificent Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing form the backbone of the service, occurring several times throughout 
the morning. Martin Luther’s From Heaven On High is drawn directly from this 
morning’s sermon text from Luke 2, in which the angels bring the good news of Jesus’ 
birth to shepherds out in the fields surrounding Bethlehem. This story is echoed by 
Nathan George’s 2009 hymn For What Did Christ The Babe Appear, which mentions 
angelic choirs singing “glory unto God on high.” Even the CLOVERCROFT GLORIA, which 
we sing throughout the Advent and Christmas seasons here at Parish, is taken from this 
very same passage: “Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth.” The 
service concludes with the beloved French carol Angels We Have Heard On High, in 
which we join the angels in an ecstatic melisma of “Gloria in excelsis Deo.”  
 

—Henry C. Haffner  
 
 
 
Key Words:    Shepherds, Glory, Angels, Fear, Good News, Great Joy, All People,  
        Savior, Christ, Lord, Peace 
 
Keystone Verses:  And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good  
        news of great joy that will be for all the people.” (Luke 2:10) 
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