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CHAPTER 1.

PRESUMPTIONS.

Tidrres Te Qedv yardovo” Bvfpwmon
I Estop.

Tivos pap BAaou (dov duyd Bedy 7dv 7 pépore xal wdiiors
cuvralderuy folarar Br elel; = Bt gpbAor BAdm §) Evfpewor Deobs

BepatmeduiTi,
SOCRATES,

REMEMBER well, when T was passing from
I boyhood inte youth, some ffty vears ago,
shortly after the battle of Waterloo, there was a
general conviction in the public mind—at least in
that large scction of the public which is more
mightily stirred by the present than taught by the
past—that after so many years’ wild turmoil of
guns and bayonets, there was now an end forever
of that culmination of sanguinary horror called
‘War; and I remember no less distinctly how when,
a fow years afterwards, by the advice of a stout old

doctor of divinity in Marischal College, Aberdecn,
X











































































CHAPTER II.

REASONABLE GROUND OF THEISM.

YEor: 84 Im‘w frpbs‘ '}'ove?s pirle 7éevoes xal Exfpdmois 'n'pbs feovs,
dis wpbs dpaldy nal dwepénoy’ el yip wemodwuc: Té péyorar Tob pip
elvar kal Tpagivar divion, kel yévouirors Tol wabevdirac.

tAvipan  elvar &ibor Tk oboudy dxlyran. dauir S& Thv Dedy

elvar (@ov &Sy, HproTov.

ARISTOTLE.

NGENIOQOUS novelties of the kind we referred
I to at the close of last chapter, whether pro-
pounded by the logician, or naturalist, by positive
philosophers like Plato, or negative philosophers
lilkke David Hume, may make men stare for a day,
and talk for a century, but they will never stand
against Nature. *¢ Opinionum commenta delet
dies, Nature judicia confirmat,” said the great
master of old Roman cloquence, and the eloquent
cxpounder of old Roman sense. DBuild up your
Babels of transcendental or paradoxical speculation
as high as you please, if they have no root in the






























36 The Natural Ifistory of Atheisim.

are unintelligible to the private soldier in the
positien which he occupics, but which all shoot
out from the directing mind ef the great Napolcon
or Moltke of the struggle as clearly and as
efficiently as the divergent radiation of the sun;
50, most ccrtainIy; all the multiplicity of apparent-
ly tangled meovements in the living machinery of
the world, is the manifestation of that self-exist-
ent, self-cnergizing, all-present, all-controlling, all-
moulding, reasonable Unity, whom we justly call
Gon. Any other theory of the world is either
noncatity or nonsense.



CHATPTER IIIL

ATHEISM ; ITS SPECIFIC VARIETIES AND COM-
MON ROOT.

¢ The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God™
Psains oF DaviD,

o Of guch doctrine never was there school
But the heart of the fool,
And naman therein Doctor but himself.”

MiLTon.

AVING in the previous chapter stafed, in
H a fow broad lines, the general basis of the
theistic creed, I shall now attcmpt to lay bare the
pathology of that most strange discasc of the
speculative faculty which we call ATurisM. The
history of crror is the neccssary and most instruc-
tive complement of the theory of truth.
And in endeavouring to set forth the causes of
this monstrous disease of the reasoning faculty, we
shall commence with the simplest conceivable,

viz., such absolute feebleness or babyhood of in-




































lts Vavieties and their Rool. 49

’

is *lifted up,” and in the full-blown sensc of
prosperous power, he forgets how he is girt round
with mortal weakness, and conceits himsclf that he
can even cope with the gods. “Is not this great
Babylon that I have built for the honour of the
kingdom, by the might of my power, and for the
honour of my majesty 2”7 says the Chaldean
monarch in the DBook of Daniel; and we know
what happened. A man is never nearer being a
beast than when he imagines himscif a god. The
sentiment which lies at the bottom of all such
self-magnification is radically atheistic, esscntially
monstrous, an inversion of the order of nature—as
great as if a man should say that 3—2 is equal to

3+2.

¢ Demens qui nimbos el non imitabile fulinen,
Aere et cornipedum pulsu simularat equorum,™ *

¢t Foal, who Jove’s thunder and immortal holt
Would ape with brass and tramp of hoof&d steeds.”

Now of this rebellious strength and insclent
usurpation of the throne of the superior by the
inferior, the lowest form, of course, is when mere
animal strength, planting itsclf above the intellec-

* Viegil, Aneid, vi. 590,


































































{ts Vareeties and thery Root. 71

sidering how far athcism, or at least an absence of -
natural picty, may in many cases be only the
rebound of an ill-balanced mind froem the asperi-
ties and the rigidities of some local orthodoxy.
If there is rebellion anywhere in a State, the Gov-
ernment is seldom altogether free from blame,


















































































































Polytheisn, 109

from a purely emotional and ®sthetical armoury
could repel. It is only a question of delay, there-
fore, not of doubtful issue, how soon the decided
monotheistic or pantheistic polemics vigorously
started by individual independent thinkers, such as
Xenophanes of Colophon, so early as 600 B.C.,
would ripen into a general revolt, and large defec-
tion of the popular mind from the most cherished
religious traditions of their race. No religion can
stand when it comes into a position of glaring con-

trariety to the intellectual consciousness of the age,



CHATPTER V.

BUDDIIISM,

Maudels tpds karafpafeudro férar & 'ru.?fewn@paﬂ'lfrvy Kol Bpncr.-requ
vaw wyybiar, & py ddpaker duBaretur, elnf proiolueras Sxb Tol vobs
tiis raprds ubrol Hrwddore Adyor wdv Eyorra godias év dfedabn-
axele nal Taravoppostey nel dpable rduaros, olk &y Tl Tl wpbs
TARFLoviy TS capads.

s Let no man beguile you of yout rewardl, in a veluntary humility
and worshipping ef angels, intending into these things which he
hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

“ Which things have indeed a show of wisdom in will-worship,
and humility, and neglecting of the body 3 not in any honour to the
satisfying of the flesh.”

ST. PauL.  Colossians il 18, 23.

\N[—IEN I began to constder sericusly the

strange epiphany of DBritish atheism or
agnosticism, as it paraded itsell publicly in the
persons of Bradlaugh, John Stuart Mill, Miss Mar-
tineau, Tyndall, and others, my attention was
naturally called to the fact—which our native

agnostics scoemed to have a special delight in re-


















































































































































































































150 Zhe Natural History of Alleism.

and sly looks spoke of better fare procured elsewhere with less
trouble and more certainty than wandering in heavy rain through
Kandy, and waiting for supplies from the more devout portion of
those professing the Buddhist religion,” *

Very sad, all this ! but it could not be other-
wise ; for ncither in Ceylon nor in Canton, or
elsewhere, do men gather grapes of thorns or figs
of thistles. So long as reverence is not firmly
wedded to reason, religion can never exist without
a certain alloy of nonscuse, nor morality become
altogether identified with Nature in a creature
with whom Truth is the one proper law, Love the
one scemly inspiration, and Energy, according to
truth and love, the chicf end of his existence.

* it Eleven Years in Ceylon,” by Forbes, vol, L pp. 312 and 301



























































































































































































































The Atieisne of Reaction. 253

ing itself in the delicately-shaped congruities of
visual form. Hence the beauty of ferns and other
leafy tracery. GOD IN ALL AND THROUGH
ALL AND FOR ALL, is the only formula that
can explain these things., Without God, evolu-
tion, continuity of nature, natural selection, con-
servation of energy, or whatever other phrases
happen to have currency for the hour, are mere
sound and smoke, and Iimaginations of scicnce
falsely so called.

THE ENLD.






4 BOOK WORTH READING.

BLACKIK'S
FOUR PHASES OF MORALS:

SOCRATES, ARISTOTLE, CHRISTIANITY, ARD
UTILUIARIANISAL

BY

JOIIN STUART BLACKIE, F.R.8.E.

FROFESSOR ©OF GREDE 1IN THE UNIVERSUYY OF EINNBURGH.

Cie wofume, 12me, HL.50.
——

SmLerTiNG Socrates, Arstotle, Chelstianity, and Utititarianism as the
four great types, Prof. Blackie shows how the theories of the ancient schonls
interscct the activites of every=day life, and where ihey fail short of meeting
the demands and neceszities of the human soul.  The volume i remarkably
tlear and fncisive in stylr, and vigorous and simulating o thought.

CRITICAL NOTICESa

Frape the Baston Daily ddveriiser.

The Professor suceecds in brisg’ng oul with greal perspiemeity the salient
and distinpuishing Features of the (our mpst rematk able phoses or schools nf
meeal seienee which have had and still bave flvence in derermining the
speonlative opinions and practical condoct of the present clvilized peaples.
The sty'e of thess lectures is for the most part plato and aiways dirccted 10
the thowght.

From the Foston Walchman and Reflector

We regard this buok of Prof. Blackie's as confainicy by far the ablost vine
dication of the divinity of Christianity which the vear bas prodoced.  In the
wide sweep of its thought it takes in'all those principles whith nnderle the
various forms not ouly of anclent error but of modern unbelief, “I'he spirm
of Boest seholarship, of broadeat charity, and of a reverent {aith, pervades
the entite book.

Froas the Naeww Vork Clyistian 4 degcaie.

The avthor is em’nently orthodox, bath philasephically and theologically,
.« .+ Ilis o thoughtful work, und must prove highly suggestive of {hought
to al! who may read i1 appreciatively.

Frans the New YVork Exaurner and Chranicle.

His style is very readable, often Leautiful,-—=ay once adoroing and ifluse
trating his themes Uy varied allusions to the best ancient and meden s
ETalure.

Frgam the New Vork Evangelist.

The volume shaws a large acguaiotance with the suhject, and is uniforml
alear and often eloguent,

St posi-pais wpon veceipt af price by

SCRIBNER, ARMSTRONG, & CO.

T43 & 745 Broadwav. New York




A Vads Mecum for Young Men and Shudents.
ON SELF-CULTURE;

INTELLECTUAL, PHYSICAL, AND MORAL,
By JOIIN STUART BLACKIE,

FROFESSGH UF GREEK IN THE UNIVERSITY OF EINABURGH, AND AUTHOR G@
¥ FOUR PHASKS OF MORALS,™ ETC,

One volere, YWomo, cloth, $1r.oo.

e ——
CRITICAL NOTICES.
From the New Verk Evening Post,

We cannot here particularize Professar Blackie’s fprcc&:pis. Frerywhere
he teaches the cestrableness of healthiul action, of & beuyant cutlocking
snergy. He i5 always fresh, never flippant, never dull. “There is not a
page which would not vepay quoetation. . . . . The reader himself
must ge to this little volume. ! 3s full of excellent sense and fine sugges-
tion. The style is forcible, simple, and elegant; the thought clear and
acholariy ; of the hiph moral quality of the book we have zaid enough.

. Frome the Bosfon Transeripl
Prof. Packic™s fttle book is so ful] of strong Seotch common-sense and
of judicions counsel in repard to the aims, stadies, and habits of young
men, that it cught to tind its way to the library, and to the head amly]u:an
of every young man—and young woman tao—in all Englishwpeakiog
countrics.
Frow the Congragationatis.

To speak moderately, SedfCultnre is positively admirable,

Fyom the New York Weorid.

As 2 wholg, the book is a plain and forcilie staterent of rather obvious
truthz, and it will doubtless prove of more practical service than the readur
wha does not himseif ttand iv need of its aid will be at first sight disposed
ta think.

Forgrn the Churchman.

The volume {s one wnich cvery young man ought to read. 1t sets forth
in a wav which no recent writer has equalled, the relations broween intel
lectnal, physical, and moral cultarey and will truly serve as a most valuable
ke BRI,

Frper the Watchpan and Reflecior,

This last volume from TProf. Rlackie's pen, bears the marks of the same
fertile thought, Anished schalarship, large, earest spiit, and stromng vigars
ous literary style. The book was written espucially for young men, and
svery [ine iz Iike » bagle call to all that is truly manly in the young nature.

From the Chrivéinn Fnteliipencer.

Full of sensble counsel and wise sozgestions for voung men, espreially
hose preparing for or eotering upen ]gir.erary or professional pursuits, on
"ha sabieets of the enlnre of the iotelect, physical culture, and moral cul
wre. The wisdom of Prof, Blagkie's counsels consists in thuir common
wnse and practicalness, and alse in their condensed brevity.

BT be sent posi-paid on receipt af the price by the publishers,

SCRIBNER, ARMSTRONG, & CO,
743 & T45 Broadwny, New Tark













Brugeron Theclgges Semnd-y Sgeer Larnes



