500 Basic Hebrew Words

(See also German version: ,,Hebraisch — Grundwortschatz*)

© Siegfried Kreuzer www.kreuzer-siegfried.de

(This list contains the 500 most frequent and most important words of the
Old Testament / Hebrew Bible and is intended to help you keeping up your
Hebrew. The transcription follows the rules of ZAW).

R | ’ab father

AR | ’bd Q. perish; Pi., Hi. ruin
AR | ’bh be willing

138 | "&ban stone

1R | >adon master, lord

IR | **donay lord

Q7R | ’adam man, mankind, people
AR | *“dama (arable) soil

2R [ ’hb like, love

27R [ *ohzl tent

R |’6 or

TR | °6r shine, light up

| or light

R | °ot sign

R |’az then

IR | ’ozeen ear

N | *ah brother

IR | "ehad one

MR | *ahot sister

R | "aher another, different
A0R | *ahar later on, afterwards
IR | "ah’ré after
MR | *ah™rit end, behind, issue, the future
2R |’oyeb enemy

TR | ayil ram
TR/ | *ayin / *én is not, non existence, nothing
YW | s man
R | "ak only
2oR | k1 eat
Rl towards
R | al not
R |8l god
:'l‘7N “ellae these
M2R | **16°h god
DYT98 | **16him god, gods
R | zlef thousand
DX | ’im if
X [’ém mother
SR | ’ama (maid), servant
AR | ’amma forearm, cubit
2R | **mina faithfulness, trustworthiness
AR | ’mr say
AR | “meet faithfulness
"I | ni I
IR | anoki I
AOR | °sf gather (food), collect
R | af also, even
R | ’af nose, anger
R / VAT |’arba‘ /’arba'a | four
QWA | ’arba‘im forty
T | **ron chest, ark of the covenant
PR | eraes ground, country, territory, the
earth
R curse
YR |68 fire
YR | °i83a woman
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say

W | “Ser relative clause

R | et together with, along with

R | et accusative particle

R | ’atta you (sg.)

OnR | "atteem you (pl.)

3|b° in, at, because of, by way of
113 | baegaed garment, covering
T3/ 'I_J? bad/I°bad part/apart, alone, only

11273 | b*héma cattle, animals

R12 b0’ Q. enter, come to

Hi bring (conduct, lead) in

M2 | bor cistern, water pit

A3 [ bhr choose, elect

M3 | bth be reliant, trust

1"3 | byn Q., Hi. to understand

"3 | ben between

N3 | bayit house

1122 | bkh weep

1232 | bkor first-born

"172/°93 | belisbilti without
1232 | bama hill, high-place, place of
worship

12 [ben son

1113 | bnh build

W2 | ba‘ad for, for the benefit of
23 | bagar cattle

7R3 | bogeer morning

¥P1 | bgs seek

R73 | br’ create (god exclusively)
M3 | brit covenant, arrangement
773 | brk Pi. bless
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1272 | braka blessing
7®3 | basar flesh
N3 | bat daughter
1| g’l redeem
31| gbh be high/tall, be exalted
5'1331 g°bil boundary, territory
7123 | gibboOr hero, fighter
2171 | gadol great
271 gdl be, become great/strong
"1 | gOy people, nation
R/R | gaj’/ge valley
01| gam also
13| gér sojourner
WAl grs drive out
P27 | dbq cling, cleave to
737 | dbr speak
737 | dabar word, matter, affair
W27 | d°bas honey
717 | dor generation
07| dam blood
177 | derek way, road
YT | drs seek, inquire of
1| h- the (definite article)
7| h'- interrogative particle
N7 | ht he
RYT| hi’ she
M| hyh occur, happen
227 | hekal palace, temple
727 | hlk go
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%% Pi. praise
071/M%37 | hem(ma) they
1371/ | hen/hinne behold!
1| har mountain(s)
7| hrg kill
177 | hrh be, become pregnant
1w and
NRT | zot this (sg. f.)
m3ar| zbh to sacrifice, slaughter
nar | zebah (communion) sacrifice
m|za this (sg. m.)
271 | zahab gold
91| zkr remember, call to mind
i1l | znh be unfaithful, commit
fornication
pUR/PUT | z°q/s'q cry out, call for help
177 | zqn/zagen be old, grow old
U | zaera' seed, descendant(s)
I1/17 | hag/hag feast
¥ | hadas new
OO wT7 | hodaes (new) moon, month
M7 hwh (cf. hyh) Hist. honor, adore
7171 | homa wall
YT | hiis outside, street
i | hzh see, behold
PIM | hzq Q. grow strong, firm
Hi. seize, take hold of
P | hazaq firm, strong
N | ht’ miss, offend, commit a sin
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NRBA/RWM | het/hattat offence, sin
7| hay alive, living
17| hyh be alive
O™ | hayyim life
271 | hayil faculty, power
D2 | hkm be wise
007 | hakam wise
227 | hokma wisdom
0127 | h*16m dream
0%M [ hlm to dream
17 | héma rage, wrath
YA/ WA | hames/ h'missa | five
D217 | h'misSim fifty
17 [ hén favour, grace
AT | hnh encamp
137 | hnn to favour
707 | hesaed kindness, solidarity
yar | hfs/hafes take pleasure in, take care of
30| h'st half
137 | haser court
7RN/PM | hog/huqqa regulation, prescription
3777 | heraeb (short) sword
YT | hrs to plough
W | hrs Q. be deaf
Hi. be silent
21/ | t6b/ytb be good, be pleasant
21 | tob good
Y| y*or river (mostly: Nile)
Y2 | ybs dry up, wither
T |yad hand, power
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AT | ydh Hi. praise
:JTP yd* (get to) know
07 | yom day
" | yayin wine
) ykl be able, have it in one’s power
) yld Q. bear, Hi. procreate
T | yeled child
Q)| yam sea
2 | yamin right hand, the right side
70" | ysf Q., Hi. add, continue
PN y's advise, counsel
R¥Y |y’ Q. go out, come forth
Hi. cause to go forth, bring
forth
PR ysq pour out
%Y | ysr form, shape
R | yr’ to fear
AR |yir'a fear, reverence
7| yrd descend, go down
7k yrs$ Q. take possession of, inherit
Hi. drive away
W | yes existence, there is, it exists
WY [ ysb sit, dwell
i | yst‘a (acts of) help
uwf y§¢ help, save
Y | yasar straight, right, upright
N | ytr Ni. remain, Hi. leave over
2|k° as
722 | kbd Q. be heavy, weighty
Pi. honour
7122 | kabod splendour
Y23 | keebaes lamb, young ram
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2 ko thus
1712 | kohén priest
13 | kiin Ni. be firm, be established
Hi. make ready, prepare
12 |ko'h strength, power
2 ki therefore, because
~22/93 | kol/kol the whole, all
195 klh Q. be completed, cease
Pi. bring to an end, finish
’53 k11 vessel
12 | ken thus
132 | kanaf wing
RO | kisse’ throne
102 | ksh Pi. cover
02 | kesaf silver (the metal)
72 | kaf palm, flat of the hand
12D | kpr Pi. make expiation
072 | krt Q. cut off, make a covenant
Hi. cut off, destroy
ano | ktb write
511° for, concerning
R |15’ not
22%/237 | Ieb/lebab heart
o2 | 1hm Ni. fight
017 | lehem bread
N7 | layla night
195 | 1kd catch, seize
115 [ 1md learn
15_!?_3? I°ma‘an with regard to, for the sake of
P2 |1qh take
]'1!2)"2 1ason tongue, language
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TR | m®od very
R | me’a hundred
ORM |m’s reject, despise
1312 | magen shield
Y1 | migras pasture-ground
1372 | midbar wilderness
M | ma what?
WM | mo‘ed appointed time
Y | mit Q. die, Hi. kill
M | mawat death
7212 | mizbe'h altar
M | mizmor song, psalm
1179 | mah’ne encampment
7883 | mattae staff, rod, tribe
| mi who?
03 | mayim water, waters
721 | mkr sell
X8 | ml’ be full, be accomplished
7|?5??_3 mal’ak messenger, angel
X7 | m°la’ka sending, labour, work
778 | milhama fight, battle
023/1%1 | mlt/plt Ni. save oneself, escape
Pi. save
721 | mlk be king, to reign
'|5?3 malek king
H'D??_J malkat royal power, reign
HQ??Q?Q mamlaka kingdom, dominion
12 | min from, off
1382 | minha gift, present
11292 | mispar number
nUY | m™at few, a little
2v% [ ma’al on the top of, above
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WA ma‘an for the sake of, in order that
UM | ma*’Sa deed
NI | mg’ find
813 | massa unleavened bread
M3D | miswa commandment(s)
0P1 | maqom place
AR | mar’ae appearance
R | massa’ burden, utterance
e | msh anoint
MM | masih anointed
12¢13 | miskan dwelling-place
U3 [ ma3l rule
oW | masal proverbial saying
72w | mispaha (larger) family, clan
0N | mispat (legal) decision, justice
N1|na’ now! come!
OR1|n“’um utterance (of god)
I n’f commit adultery
R21 | nabi’ prophet
3| negaeb south, the south-country
T3 ngd Hi. make known, report, tell
11 | neged in front of
Vil |ng" touch, hurt a person
Y1l ngs Q., Ni. draw near, approach
Hi. bring, bring near
77| ndr VOW
7)1 | nahar river
M| nd’h rest
01 | niis flee
21| nahal wadi, torrent
1701 | nah’la hereditary property
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111 | nahn(i we
NI | nehoseet copper, bronze
1l | nth Q. extend, incline
Hi. recline, bend
121 | nkh strike, smite
101 | nsh Pi. test, try
U0 |ns* set out, journey
Wl na‘ar lad, young boy, servant
1781 | na‘ra young girl, maid
221 nfl fall
¥l | naefes soul, living being, person
231 nsl Hi. tear away, deliver
NP1 | ng’ bear, carry
R [ nasi’ deputy, chief
P21 nsq kiss
173 [ntn give
Y01 nts tear down, destroy
3220 | sbb turn, be round about, march
around
220 | sabib all around
010 | siis horse
M0 | siir Q. turn side, Hi. remove
180 | sfr Q. count, Ni. be counted
Pi. tell
130 | sefer book
TV | *bd serve, work
13V | “ebaed servant, slave
173Y | ““boda work, labour, service
73V | ‘br pass by, go over
13V | ‘eber the region beyond/opposite
M3V | “ibri Hebrew
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| ‘ad until
| ‘ed witness
a7y | ‘eda gathering, congregation
T “6d still, once more, again
07w | ‘6lam eternity
TW | ‘awon sin, guilt
W | of fly
W | “of flying creatures, bird
| ‘oz power, strength
Y| zb leave, abandon
W | “ayin eye, spring
MY Ir town, city
“ov | al upon, above, against
"2y ‘1h Q. go up, ascend, Hi. bring,
lead up, offer sacrifices
n7v| sla (whole burnt-) offering
TT’?IJ ‘elyon the upper, the highest
Qv | “am people
QY| “im (together) with
Y| ‘md stand
Y | ‘ammid pillar, column
1Y | ‘nh answer, hear, grant
117w | ‘nh Q. be downcast, afflicted
Pi. humiliate, do violence
MY “ani poor, humble
W “nt poverty, affliction
1% | ‘anan cloud
a2y | “afar dust
YU | es tree(s)
03V | ‘®esem bone, being
AW | “@ereb evening
Py | <sh make, manufacture
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70Y/ Y | “edeer/*sara ten
DY | “@s$rim twenty
Ny | ‘et time
Y| “atta now
173 | pdh buy (off), ransom, redeem
12 | pa mouth
0>l /153 | plt/mit Q. escape, Pi. save
258 pll Hitp. pray
12 | pen lest
132 | Pnh turn toward a direction
013 | panim face, surface
23| pl make, do
b3 | pa‘am step, occurrence, time
P3| pqd go to see, take care of
13 | par young bull
M2 prd fruit
uwa | pse rebel, revolt against
e | pesa rebellion, revolt,
nna | pth open
M3 | petah opening, entrance
WY | son small cattle
N1X (saba host
P13 | saddiq righteous
P13 | sdq be in the right, be just
RIS /PII |sedeq/sedaqa righteousness
M| swh Pi. to command
M| shir rock
PUN s‘q cry, call (to aid)
1133 | safon north
193 | sfn hide
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Y3P | gbs Q., Pi. collect, assemble
13p | gbr bury
Y17 | gados holy
072 | qedem in front, bygone days, east
YIp | qds Q. be holy, Pi., Hi. consecrate
¥TP | qodaes holiness, holy place
‘7I'|P ghl Ni. assemble, Hi. call together
2R | qahal assembly, convocation of the
people
P | qwh Pi. hope, wait for
21 | qol sound, voice
0P | qim arise, last
1R/ 1P | gtn/qaton be insignificant, small
8P | gtr Pi. send sacrifices up in smoke
2%p [ qll Q. be slight, Pi. curse
1P [gnh acquire, buy, create
M3 | qasir harvest of grains
R | qr’ call
A7P |qrb Q. approach, Hi. offer
72 | qeraeb the inward part (of body), in
the midst
1372 | qOrban offering, gift
TP | grh meet, occur
2173 | qardb near
NP | qeeseet bow
IR r’h Q. see, Ni. be seen, show
oneself, appear, Hi. show
YR | ros head, summit, upper end
TWRT | 17°86n the first (position)
YR | re’sit beginning, the first, choicest
37| rab much, many
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27| rob multitude
237 | rbb be, become many, much
137 | rbh Q. become many
Hi. make many
217 | regael foot
777 | rdf pursue, persecute
M7 | ri’h wind, breath, spirit
017 | riim be high above, be exalted
277 | rohab breadth
oA | rthm Pi. have compassion
P17 | rhq be far, become far
M |rib dispute, conduct a (legal) case
A |rib dispute, case of law, lawsuit
227 | rekeb vehicle, chariot
V2 ra bad, evil
U | re fellow, companion, friend
A7 ra‘ab hunger, famine
Y| r'h pasture, tend
AY7ira‘a evil, misery, trouble
Do e be bad, do evil
P2 |raq only
DY |1 be, become guilty, act
wickedly
Y7 |rasal being wrong, guilty, impious
172 | sadee open field
o2 | §im set, put, put down
S0 | ki Hi. understand, have success,
prosper
R [ $°mo’l the left side, left
MY | $mh rejoice
AP | simha joy, gladness
N1 | $n’/$ang’ hate

naY | safa lip, shore, bank
Y | sar official, chief, leader
7 | §rf burn
Vs relative particle
oRY [ §°1 ask, inquire
WY | 5761 underworld, realm of dead
TYY/VaY | Sxba’/siba seven
DAY | $ib‘im seventy
DIV | Sebeet rod, staff
VY | sb° Ni. swear
72Y | sbr break (in pieces)
naY | sabbat Sabbath
2 | 50b Q. turn back, turn around
Hi. bring back
W | $6r bull, ox, steer
Y | sht slaughter
Y | sht Hi. spoil, ruin
Y| §ir sing
™Y Sir song
20% | skb lie down
MY | skh forget
9% | $kn settle down to abide, live in
017Y | salom peace
oY | slh send
177% | $ulhan table
700 | 31k Hi. throw
0oW | §Im intact, complete
oY/ WY | salos/5°16%a three
o | Flisi the third
DWW | 5°l68im thirty
oY | §ém name
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Q¥ | sam there
T | $md Hi. exterminate, Ni. be
destroyed, exterminated
Y | Samma thither, (as far as) there
DMWY | $amayim heaven
1Y | Semaen oil (of olives)
119/ | *mone/$*mona | eight
Y | $m* hear
MY | $mr keep, watch over, retain
WY | Semees sun
¥ | Sen tooth
W | $ana year
"I | $éni the second
DWW/ | §tayim/$°nayim | two
WY | 3a“ar gate
A2 | sifha maid-servant
naY | sft judge
19 | §fk pour out
P | Seeqeel shekel
Y | Seeqeer lie, deception
YW/ WY | ses/sissa six
Y | $th Q. drink, Hi. to water
2179 | t*hom the primaeval ocean
7770 | ¢hilla glory, praise
10 | tawaek the midst
T2VIR | toeba abomination
7R | tora instruction
N7 | tahat under, instead of
A | tamid continually, regular
Y231 | tamim complete, blameless
OPR | tmm be complete

Basic Hebrew Vocabulary 500 © Siegfried Kreuzer 1990/2004/2011/2015

AR | tb Pi. be abhorred
r'l?ﬂﬂ tefilla prayer
wan | tfs capture

112178 | t°rima

tribute, contribution

uYn /vwn | wsa/tis‘a

nine

This list of basic Hebrew words is

or to brush up your Hebrew.

The list is arranged alphabethically, still you may figure out word-
families (QP ~ 1P, 598 - 71980 etc.) or groups like the numbers

or pronouns.

intended to help you keeping up

If you find errors or have suggestions, please send me an email.

Thank you for the feedback which has been sent so far.
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