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FIRST VISITIN SEVEN YEARS AS AUSTRALIA-CHINA TIES WARM

IN BEJING, ALBANESE TO HIGHLIGHT TRADE

PM Anthony Albanese will highlight trade as an anchor for stabilising ties when he makes the first visit
by an Australian leader to China in seven years, as strained relations come back to an even footing,

Albanese, who arrives Saturday, will attend the opening of China’s top imports fair in Shanghai. REUTERS

UAE SAYS WORKING ON A CEASEFIRE;
any pause should be temporary, localised: US

bF

U.S. FLYING DRONES TO LOCATE HOSTAGES;
Blinken to also meet Jordan Foreign Minister ‘

Emergency services
work to extinguish a
fire in Kharkiv. Reuters

UKRAINE

Russia launches
biggest drone
attackin weeks

Kyiv: Russia launched a
massive drone attack
early on Friday, hitting
critical infrastructure in
the west and south of
Ukraine and destroying
private houses and com-
mercial buildings in
Kharkiv, Ukraine's second
largest city, officials said.
The air force said it shot
down 24 “Shahed” drones
out of 40 launched by
Russia, the biggest drone
attack in weeks to target
Kharkiv in the northeast,
Odesa and Khersonin the
south and region of Lviv
on Ukraine’s border with
Poland in west. REUTERS

NEPAL
Topcourtannuls
Presidential
pardon toconvict

Kathmandu: Inan embar-
rassing development for
Nepal President Ramcha-
ndra Paudel with some
demanding his resigna-
tion, the police on Friday
rearrested a murder con-
vict six weeks after his re-
lease upon presidential
pardon on Constitution
Day. The convict Yog Raj
Dhakal, aka Regal, was
sent to jail in Banke dis-
trict in West Nepal after
an order by the district
court a day after a
Constitutional Bench of
the top court declared the
pardon unconstitutional.
Dhakal, who was freed
September 20, has affili-
ation with the Nepali
Congress party. ENS

NEW ZEALAND

Poll results show
National Party
needs support

Wellington: Final results
from New Zealand's
October 14 polls released
Friday show the centre-
right National Party will
need support of both ACT
New Zealand and NZ First
parties to form a govern-
ment. Poll panel said the
conservative National
Party won 48 seats and
right-wing ACT 11 seats,
givingthem 59 seatsinthe
122-seat parliament. New
Zealand First's eight seats
would give three parties a
majority. The Commission
said Labour New Zealand
won 34 seats, the Green
Party 15 seats and Te Pati
Maori six seats. REUTERS

AUSTRALIA
Mushroom lunch
case: Hostfaces
murdercharge

Sydney: Australian Erin
Patterson appeared in
court Friday charged with
the murder of three elderly
people, who police have
said are suspected to have
died after they ate poison-
ous mushrooms atalunch
hosted by her. Patterson,
49, is charged with three
counts of murder and five
of attempted murder, ac-
cording to court docu-
ments. She did not seek
bail, and the case will next
be heard in May 2024.She
has denied wrongdoing.
Don Patterson, his wife,
Gail,and her sister Heather
Wilkinson became ill and
died after the July 29 lunch
inLeongatha. REUTERS

Pressing ahead
with offensive, no
ceasefire until
return of hostages,
says Netanyahu

AGENCIES
GAZA,JERUSALEM
NOVEMBER 3

THE UNITED States urged Israel
on Friday to ensure more hu-
manitarian aid gets into Gazaand
to do more to protect Palestinian
civilians, as Israel’s prime minis-
ter said there would be no cease-
fire in the nearly month-old war
until Hamas releases hostages.
The leader of the Iran-backed
Hezbollah militant group stoked
fears that the conflict could
widen by promising more at-
tacks along the Lebanon border.

Israeli troops tightened their
encirclement of Gaza City, the fo-
cus of their campaign to crush the
enclave’s ruling Hamas, who
launched anattack onIsraeli com-
munities that started the war.

In his first public speech since
the war began, Hezbollah leader
Hassan Nasrallah said his group
had “entered the battle” with the
past weeks’ unprecedented
cross-border fighting. “We will
not be limited to this,” he said,
suggesting escalation was possi-
ble. Still, Nasrallah stopped short
of announcing that Hezbollah is
fully engaging in the war.

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, on his third trip to Israel
since the war began, reiterated
US support for Israel in the war,
saying it has the right to defend
itself. But he said a “humanitar-
ian pause” was needed to boost
aid deliveries to Palestinian civil-
ians amid growing alarm over
the humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

After meeting Blinken, Israeli
PM Benjamin Netanyahu said
Israel “refuses a temporary cease-
fire that doesn’t include a return
of our hostages,” referring to some
240 people Hamas abducted dur-
ing its attack. He said Israel was
pressing ahead with its military
offensive with “all of its power.”

The White House said any
pauses in fighting should be tem-
porary and localised. It has dis-

APalestinian boy is pulled out of the rubble of a building destroyed in an Israeli air strike in Bureij refugee camp, Gaza Strip. AP

Hezbollah threatens escalation,
Blinken returns to seek war pause

Thai politicians hold
talks with Hamas to
seek hostage release

ISRAEL PALESTINE
TOTAL’ DEAD

1,400+ | 9,227

TOTAL fNJURED

5,400+ | 20,000+

missed calls from Arab and sev-
eral other nations for a ceasefire
in the war, now in its 28th day.

The United Arab Emirates,one
of a handful of Arab states with
diplomatic ties to Israel, said
Friday it was working “relent-
lessly” for animmediate ceasefire,
warning that the risk of regional
spillover and escalation was real.

Blinkenis due tomeet Jordan's
Foreign Minister Ayman Safadiin
Amman on Saturday.

Two US officials, speaking
anonymously, said the US was
flying drones over Gaza to help
locate hostages.

PANU WONGCHA-UM
BANGKOK, NOVEMBER 3

POLITICIANS FROM Thailand's
Muslim minority have held talks
with Hamas in an effort to secure
the release of around adozen Thai
hostages held by the Palestinian
group in Israeli-besieged Gaza, a
former lawmaker said on Friday.
At least 23 Thai nationals
were among more than 240 peo-
ple taken captive by Hamas mil-
itants when they burst out of
Gaza on October 7 and went on
a killing and kidnapping spree
through southwestern Israeli
communities. Israel responded
by relentlessly bombarding the
enclave, then invading it.

Areepen Uttarasin, a veteran
Thai politician and former edu-
cation minister, said he travelled
to the Iranian capital Tehran and
met senior Hamas officials there
on October 26 for over two hours.

“They told me that the Thai
hostages are living comfortably
and are out of danger,” Areepen
said, declining to name the Hamas
officials he met. “I told them that I
am here not to negotiate but sim-
ply to ask for their release.”

The 23 Thais form the largest
group of captivesin Gaza fromany
single foreign country.

Thailand’s foreign ministry did
not confirm the talks with Hamas
but said it welcomed assistance
from all parties as the government
seeks the release. REUTERS

Israel sends Palestinian workers back to Gaza

NIDAL AL-MUGHRABI
GAZA,NOVEMBER 3

ISRAEL SENT thousands of
Palestinians back to besieged Gaza
Friday, pursuing a crackdown on
workers and labourers from the
territory who had previously been
given permits to take jobs in Israel
and the occupied West Bank.

Large numbers of workers re-
turned through the Kerem
Shalom crossing east of the Rafah
crossing between Egypt and the
Gaza Strip, which has been hit by
Israeli jets and tanks for weeks
since the October 7 attack.

Israel previously issued more
than 18,000 permits allowing
Gazans to cross into Israel and
the Israeli-occupied West Bank

. L

APalestinian labourer arrives at the Rafah border on Friday
after being sent back by Israel. Reuters

to take jobs in sectors like agri-
culture or construction that typ-
ically carried salaries up to 10

times what a worker could earn
in the blockaded Gaza Strip.
However, the system hasbeen

scrapped asIsrael has reversedits
policy of offering economic incen-
tives to stability and instead
mounted an offensive to eradicate
the Hamas that controls Gaza.
Meanwhile, Israel said it
would proceed with a tax revenue
transfer to Palestinian Authority
(PA) in occupied West Bank but
would withhold funds for Gaza,
where the PA helps cover public
sector wages and electricity.
After adebate over whetherto
make the transfer as Israel battles
Hamas, the Israeli cabinet said it
would also withhold money to
offset stipends the PA pays to
Palestinian militants and families.
There was no immediate
comment from PA, which in the
past refused to accept trimmed
tax transfers. REUTERS

- BRIEFLY-

Alarming risein
Israeliopsin
West Bank: UN

UNITED NATIONS rights
office on Friday described
“alarming” conditions in
the occupied West Bank,
saying Israeli forces were
increasingly using mili-
tary tactics and weapons
inlaw enforcement oper-
ations there. “While
much attention has been
on attacks inside Israel
and the escalation of hos-
tilities in Gaza since
October 7, the situationin
the occupied West Bank,
including East Jerusalem,
is alarming and urgent,”
said Liz Throssell, the
spokesperson for Office of
UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights
(OHCHR).  REUTERS

Russiadenies
Wagnerplanto
arm Hezbollah

THE KREMLIN on Friday
dismissed a Wall Street
Journal report that US in-
telligence believed
Russia’s Wagner merce-
nary group plans to pro-
vide Hezbollah with an
air defence system, say-
ing such talk was un-
founded. “We have al-
ready said that, de-facto,
such a group (Wagner)
does not exist,” Kremlin
spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov said, when asked
about the report, which
cited unidentified US of-
ficials as saying that US
thinks Wagner plans such
a transfer. REUTERS

Trucks loaded with goods are seen at the Torkham border as
Afghan nationals head back to Afghanistan. Reuters

Pak opens more
border centres
to spur return of
Afghan migrants

MUSHTAQALI
& MOHD YUNUS YAWAR
PESHAWAR, NOVEMBER 3

PAKISTAN OPENED more border
centres on Friday to speed up the
return of tens of thousands of
undocumented Afghans, an of-
ficial said, two days after a dead-
line to leave or face expulsion ex-
pired and ignoring pleas to give
the plan a rethink.

Pakistan has brushed off calls
from the United Nations, rights
groups and Western embassies to
reconsider expelling more thana
million of 4 million Afghansin the
country, saying they had beenin-
volved in Islamist militant attacks
and crimes that undermined the
security of country. Afghanistan
denies the accusations.

The UN refugee agency, the
International Organisation for
Migration and the UN Children's
Fund Friday expressed concern for
the safety of children and families
affected by the expulsion, sayinga
humanitarian crisis was unfold-
ing with winter on the way.

Mullah Hassan Akhund,
prime minister in Afghanistan's
Taliban-led administration, also
expressed reservations.

Inthe exodus

141,949

Afghans in total have crossed
the Torkham border crossing
since the government
announced the deadline.

“It is 100% against all princi-
ples, come and talk face to face,”
he said in a video statement.

Facilities at the main north-
western border crossing of
Torkham have been increased
three times to cater for the rising
number of returnees, said Abdul
Nasir Khan, deputy commissioner
for Khyber district. “Everything is
normal now as the returnees no
longer need to wait in queues for
hours,” he told Reuters.

Those arriving in Afghanistan
complained of hardships.

“We spent three days on bor-
der in Pakistan. We had very bad
situation,” said Mohammad
Ismael Rafi, 55, who said he lived
for 22 years in the southwestern
Pakistani border town of
Chaman where he had a retail
business. REUTERS

Sam Bankman-Fried, the
FTX founder, convicted

of multi-billion fraud

LARRY NEUMEISTER
NEW YORK,NOVEMBER 3

FTX founder Sam Bankman-
Fried’s rise and fall in the cryp-
tocurrency industry — ajourney
that included his testimony be-
fore Congress, a Super Bowl ad-
vertisement and dreams of a fu-
ture run for president — hit rock
bottom Thursday when a New
York jury convicted him of fraud
for stealing at least $10 billion
from customers and investors.

After the monthlong trial, ju-
rors rejected Bankman-Fried’s
claim during testimony in
Manhattan federal court that he
never committed fraud or meant
to cheat customers before FTX,
once the world’s second-largest
crypto exchange, collapsed into
bankruptcy a year ago.

“Mr. Bankman-Fried. Please
rise and face the jury,” Judge
Lewis A.Kaplan commanded just
before a jury forewoman re-

He could face decades
behind bars. AP file

sponded “guilty” seven times to
two counts of wire fraud, two
counts of wire fraud conspiracy
and three other conspiracy
charges, which carry potential
penalties adding up to 110 years
in prison. Bankman-Fried is likely
toface farless than the maximum
ata sentencing set for March 28.

The jury rejected Bankman-
Fried’s insistence during three
days of testimony that he never
committed fraud or plotted to
steal and didn’t realize his com-
panies were atleast $10billionin
debt until October 2022. AP

THE FAB FOUR’S ONLY RECORDING OF 21ST CENTURY COMES 40 YRS AFTER LENNON’S MURDER, 20 YRS AFTER HARRISON’S DEATH

The Beatles release their final record — with a little help from Al

MARIASHERMAN
LOS ANGELES,NOVEMBER 3

THE FINAL Beatles recording is
here.

Titled “Now and Then,” the
almost impossible-to-believe
track is four minutes and eight
seconds of the first and only orig-
inal Beatles recording of the 21st
century. There’s a countdown,
then acoustic guitar strumming
and piano bleed into the unmis-
takable vocal tone of John
Lennon in the song’s introduc-
tion: “Iknow it’s true [ It’s all be-
cause of you [ And if I make it
through /It’s all because of you.”

More than four decades since
Lennon’s murder and two since

Epﬂper..neiss.cnm

George Harrison’s death, the
very last Beatles song has been
released as a double A-side sin-
gle with “Love Me Do,” the
band’s 1962 debut single.

“Now and Then” comes from
the same batch of unreleased
demos written by Lennonin the
1970s, which were given to his
former bandmates by Yoko Ono.
They used the tape to construct
the songs “Free As a Bird” and
“Real Love,” released in the mid-
1990s. But there were technical
limitations to finishing “Now
and Then.”

On Wednesday, a short film
titled “The Beatles — Now And
Then — The Last Beatles Song”
was released, detailing the cre-
ation of the track.

We’re actually
‘ messing around
with state-of-the-art
technology, whichis
something the Beatles
would’ve been very
interested in.

—PAUL McCARTNEY

Onthe original tape, Lennon’s
voice was hidden; the piano was
“hard to hear,” as Paul McCartney
describesit. “And in those days, of
course, we didn’t have the tech-
nology to do the separation.”

That changed in 2022, when
the band — now a duo — was

A new Beatles single titled ‘Now and Then’ on sale at a record
store in London, Friday. AP

able to utilise the same technical
restoration methods that sepa-
rated the Beatles’ voices from
background sounds during the
making of director Peter
Jackson’s 2021 documentary se-
ries, “The Beatles: Get Back.” And
so, they were able to isolate
Lennon’s voice from the original
cassette and complete “Now and
Then” using machine learning.
When the song was first an-
nounced in June, McCartney de-
scribed artificial intelligence (Al)
technology as “kind of scary but
exciting,” adding: “We will just
have to see where that leads.”
McCartney and Starr built the
track from Lennon’s demo,
adding guitar parts George
Harrison wrote in the 1995 ses-

sions and a slide guitar soloin his
signature style. McCartney and
Starr tracked their bass and drum
contributions. A string arrange-
ment was written with the help
of Giles Martin, son of the late
Beatles producer George Martin
—acleverrecall to the classicam-
bitiousness of “Strawberry
Fields,” or “Yesterday,” or “I Am
the Walrus.” Those musicians
couldn’t be told they were con-
tributing to the last ever Beatles
track, so McCartney played it off
like a solo endeavor.

“Thisis thelast track, ever, that
you'll get the four Beatles on the
track. John, Paul, George, and
Ringo,” Ringo Starr said of
Lennon’s contributions to the
track in September. AP
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DAYS AHEAD OF CHHATTISGARH POLLS

ED claims Bagheltook The Capital

Rs 908 cr from betting

app group, he hits back

BJP taking help of
Central agencies

for polls, Congwill
fight and win: CM

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL & JAYPRAKASH
SNAIDU

NEW DELHI, NARAYANPUR,
NOVEMBER 3

AFTER having earlier questioned
the advisor and two Officers on
Special Duty to Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the Enforcement Directorate
Friday alleged that the CM him-

Cash courier
sent from
UAE paid
Baghel: ED

L]
Al BTN

self was paid Rs 508 crore by a
cash courier sent from the
United Arab Emirates by the pro-
moters of Mahadev App, an on-
line site that facilitates gambling
and betting.

Just a day earlier, the agency
claimed to have arrested Asim Das
and seized Rs 5.39 crore cash from
his residence and car. Following
his questioning, it alleged that reg-
ular payments in the past totalling

Rs 508 crore so far, were made by
Mahadev App promoters to CM
Baghel. “These are subject matter
of investigation,” the ED
spokesperson said Friday.

The ED’s allegations come
three days ahead of the first
phase of elections to the
Legislative  Assembly in
Chhattisgarh on November 7.

Responding to the ED’s press
release, Baghel said the BJP
wants to contest elections in
Chhattisgarh with the help of
agencies like ED, I-T, DRI and CBL
“Look how shrewd ED is — after
accusing me of taking Rs 508
crore based on the statement of
an unknown person, they have

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Caste census: Shah says BJP never
opposed it, needs careful thought

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah said Friday that the BJP was
never opposed to the idea of
caste census but it does not do
“politics of votes” on the issue.
He said such “decisions have to
be taken after careful thought”
and at an "appropriate time".
Speaking to the press at the
launch of the BJP manifesto for
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Told by SC to
say sorry, AAP’s
Chadha says he

has sought time
with Dhankhar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 3

HOURS AFTER the Supreme
Court suggested that he tender
an unconditional apology to the
Rajya Sabha Chairman, sus-
pended AAP MP Raghav Chadha
said Friday he had sought an ap-
pointment for an early meeting
with the Upper House
Chairman.

Chadha was suspended on
August 11 after four Rajya Sabha
MPs complained that their
names had been included in an
amendment he had moved,
seeking referral of the NCT Bill to

CONTINUEDONPAGE 5

‘Appropriate
decision

) after

' consulting
o % everyone’

the Chhattisgarh elections in
Raipur, Shah, responding to a
query on caste census, said, “We
are a national political party and
we don’t do politics of votes on
this issue. We will take an appro-

priate decision after consulting
everyone and tell (you) about it.
But contesting polls onits basis is
not correct. The BJP has never
opposed this (caste census), but
decisions have to be taken after
careful thought. We will let you
know at the appropriate time.”
The statement assumes sig-
nificance in the backdrop of the
demand from Opposition par-
ties for a nationwide caste cen-
sus. The Congress and regional
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Near the incident spot on the IIT-BHU campus. Vishal Srivastav

2 days before II'T-BHU
molestation: Another
student, similar ordeal

ASAD REHMAN
VARANASI,NOVEMBER 3

TWO DAYS before a woman stu-
dent was forcibly disrobed and
molested by three men on the
[IT-BHU campus in Varanasi, an-
other student faced a similar or-
deal, The Indian Express has
learnt. While the most recent in-
cident happened late
Wednesday night, the previous
incident took place on Monday
night, and the Proctor’s office
was informed about it.

The institute’s Dean con-
firmed to The Indian Express that
acomplaint regarding the earlier
incident was received by the

Proctor’s office and that action
was being taken. Several mem-
bers of the IIT-BHU Students’
Parliament said “there was de-
lay in taking action in the earlier
incident”. Both the incidents
happened at arelatively isolated
spot on the campus.

In connection with the inci-
dent on Wednesday that trig-
gered widespread protests from
the student community, the
woman student had said that
“three unidentified men kissed
her forcibly, took her clothes off
and recorded photos and
videos”. She had also said that
she was with amale friend at the
time, before she was forcibly

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Delhi pollution levels registered a steep climb Friday. Praveen Khanna FULLCOVERAGE, PAGES 4,9

Spike in Punjab fire count in last 8 days,
average Delhi AQI worse than last year

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

INDIA’s capital Delhi choked
with ‘severe’ air quality for the
second consecutive day on
Friday, with the 24-hour average
AQI (Air Quality Index) hitting a
high of 475 at 11 am before
falling marginally to 468 at4 pm
and further to 456 at 5 pm.

The forecast indicates air qual-
ity is likely to remain ‘severe’ at
least till Monday, with the
Commission for Air Quality
Management in National Capital
Region and Adjoining Areas
(CAQM)deciding to “watch the sit-
uation foraday or more, beforein-
voking more stringent disruptive
actions under Stage IV of GRAP
(Graded Response Action Plan”.

BJP leader’s
call to ‘uproot’
gurdwaras
angers Sikhs,
gets EC rap

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 3

BJPTIJARA candidate and sitting
Alwar MP Balak Nath has said
thata “paap (sin)” has been com-
mitted. BJP leader Sandeep
Dayma has issued a video apol-
ogy. And the Election
Commission has sent a notice.
Thebitter contest for the Tijara
constituency in
Alwar district,
which has taken
onreligious hues
with the fielding
of Hindu priest

DECISION| Balak Nath by
2023 the BJP, is set to

| RAJASTHAN!  get further po-
larised with the

surfacing of a speech by Dayma
saying gurdwaras were mush-
rooming in the area, were set to
become a “nasoor (ulcer)” and
that it was required of the BJP to
“uproot” them.

A former BJP candidate from
the seat, Dayma delivered the
speech at a rally in Tijara on
Wednesday, on the day of the
nomination filing of Balak Nath,
in the presence of Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.
Balak Nathis seenas close to the
Uttar Pradesh CIVL.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Home away from home: Slowly but surely;
Manipur refugees find a place in Mizoram

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

SUKRITABARUAH
KOLASIB, NOVEMBER 3

AT 5 PM on a Monday, a bell
chimed at the polytechnic col-
lege in Mizoram’s Thingdawl vil-
lage. It was a dinner call for the
67 Kuki-Zomi families from
Manipur living in the complex.
On the menu, like on all days for
the past six months, was rice,
yellow dal and potatoes.

From Manipur’s Jiribam,
Seimintang Singson moved
into the Thingdawl shelter
with family on May 28. Express

epaper..ner.;ss.t:nm

As the polling date for the
Mizoram state legislative assem-
bly elections pulls closer,
these refugees and the

The relief camp at the
Thingdawl polytechnicis located
in Kolasib district, which

shares a border with

situationin their state is Assam’s Cachar district
a dominant talking and has sheltered the
point among political highest number of such
leaders, workers and displaced people — it
the media. Through the peaked at 4,415 mid-
course of the conflictin | DECISION| June. Though central to
neighbouring Manipur, 2023 the poll discourse, these
whichstartedonMay3, L MIZORAM— people will not be vot-
more than 12,000 peo- ing. Instead, their focus

ple from the Kuki-Zomi commu-
nity —who share acommon eth-
nicity with the Mizos — sought
shelter in Mizoram.

isrebuilding their lives in an un-
known place.

Seimintang Singson, who

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

EXPLAINED

EXPERTS EXPLAIN
FIXING MUMBAI'S

AIR: APRESCRIPTION
PAGE 15

The CAQM, which is a com-
mission constituted by the
Union Ministry of Environment
and Forests, had invoked meas-
ures under Stage-III or the ‘se-
vere’ category of the GRAP on
Thursday. It, however, decided
against invoking Stage-IV or the
‘severe plus’ category of GRAP on
Friday since the average AQI of
Delhi is “already showing a de-
clining trend since afternoon”.

Further, the CAQM said “it’s

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Farm fires and
weather behind
choke; respite
likely in 4 days
ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND

& AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

WITH INCIDENTS of agricultural
waste burning in Punjab show-

ing a sharp rise, the smog and
haze situation in Delhi is likely to
change in meteo-

rological condi-

tural burning in Punjab, an
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

EXPLAINED

|

remain grim for at
1 least four days be-
fore an expected
®
tions hopefully re-
sults in an improvement.
The intensification in agricul-

Bowls you h‘vm-

daCunha/AB/910

Work starts on shaping
first national security

strategy, long wait ends

Being stitched by NSC Secretariatin
consultation with ministries, depts

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

INDIA HAS set the ball rolling to
bring out a National Security
Strategy after years of discourse
and deliberations within the
military and the strategic com-
munity on the need to have one,
The Indian Express has learnt.
The National Security
Council Secretariat (NSCS) s put-
ting in place a comprehensive
National Security Strategy in
consultation with several
Central ministries and depart-
ments. A final Cabinet approval
will then be sought for it.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 5

EXPLAINED

Whyit’'s
® needed

A National Security
Strategy document out-
lines the country’s secu-
rity objectives, the ways
to be adopted to achieve
these. Updated periodi-
cally, it defines tradi-
tional, non-traditional
threats and opportuni-
ties while introducing ac-
countability of agencies
tasked with implemen-
tation of responsibilities.
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ED claims CM Baghel took Rs 508 crore

said in a short sentence that his
statement is a subject of investi-
gation. Issuing a press release
without any investigation only re-
veals the ill intent of ED and the
Central government,” he said.

“Congress is ready. Every
Congress worker is ready. The
people of Chhattisgarh are with
us tofightagencies like ED, I-T. We
will fight and win,” Baghel said.

Following the ED allegations,
the BJP demanded that Baghel re-
sign. State head of BJP Arun Sao
said, “We have been saying con-
tinuously that (Mahadev) gam-
bling hasbeen operatingunder the
protection of this government...
They have broken and destroyed
the dreams and future of young-
sters and did huge corruption in
this. If this government has any
moral values left, then the Chief
Minister must resign from his
post.”

The Mahadev App com-
menced its operations in 2017,
and caught the fancy of peoplein
2020 during the pandemic.
Sourcesin the ED claimed that the
app’s promoters — Sourabh
Chandrakar, 28, and Ravi Uppal,
43, who hail from Bhilai — oper-
ated from Dubai and had
amassed as much as Rs 5,000
crore.

“OnNovember 2, ED received
an intelligence input that large
amounts of cash is being moved

annual practice now, usually lasts
forabout two weeks. This year, the
spike was seen from October 31.
With 35 per cent of the area un-
der paddy cultivation in Punjab,
amounting to about 10 lakh
hectares, still remaining to be har-
vested, the burning events are
likely to continue for some time.
The only hope for animprove-
ment in air quality is a disruption
in the prevailing meteorological
conditions, which, as per their
normal behaviour during this
time of the year, actually worsens
the situation by trapping the pol-
luting particles in the lower layers
of the atmosphere. Awesterndis-
turbance event, expected around
November 7, could change that.
“There is a subsidence in the
air right now. During the winters,

CLARIFICATION

in Chhattisgarh by the promoters
of Mahadev APP in relation to
Assembly elections scheduled on
November 7 and November 17.
ED conducted searches at Hotel
Triton (Raipur)and anotherloca-
tionin Bhilai,” the ED spokesper-
son said.

The agency said it intercepted
the cash courier Das who was
sent from UAE “to deliver large
amounts of cash for electioneer-
ing expenses of the ruling
Congress party”. ED also discov-
ered some benami bank accounts
of Mahadev APPin which balance
amounts of Rs 15.59 crore has
been frozen, the spokesperson
said.

So far, ED has arrested four
persons and made seizures worth
over Rs 450 crore in proceeds of
crime. The agency hasalso filed a
prosecution complaint against 14
accused persons.

Baghel questioned how such
huge amounts of money are find-
ing their way into Chhattisgarh
when elections are due and the
Election Commissionisincharge,
with CRPF men handling security
along with the police. “Is there
some collaboration between cen-
tral agencies on this? Is this
money beingloaded in boxes and
brought in aeroplanes along with
officers of ED and security agen-
cies?”

Former three-time Chief

the atmospheric circulation over
this regionis usually anti-cyclonic
in nature, This makes the air move
downwards. Ina cyclonic circula-
tion, as during the monsoon sea-
son, the air tends to move up. But
because the air tends to move
downwards right now, it prevents
the pollutant particles fromescap-
ing vertically, and keeps them
near the surface. It is not that the
weather is causing this pollution,
but it is not doing anything right
now to help matters,” said
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, IMD
Director General.

The main culprit, clearly, is the
spike in agriculture burning inci-
dents in Punjab. Nearly 40 per
cent of all burning events in the
state, 5,140 out of a total of nearly
12,800 documented events since
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IN THE editorial, ‘Tricky terrain’ it was incorrectly
stated that the Indian Union Muslim League (IUML) |
decided to “practically boycott” Congress MP Shashi |
Tharoor after the latter's comments on Hamas. It
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that post.”

spokesperson said.

for seven days.

September 15, have happened in
the first three days of this month.

“There are a few prime sus-
pects causing this situation.
Emissions in Punjab getting
pushed into Delhi, along with me-
teorological factors may be play-
ing a role. Winds appear to be
sweeping through Pakistan and
Punjab, crossing Haryana, and
reaching Delhi. These winds have
been pushing pollutants in from
Punjab and Haryana into Delhi.
Over the past three to four days,
there has been an intensification
of fire counts,” said Sachchida
Nand Tripathi, Professor at IIT
Kanpur and Steering Committee
member, National Clean Air
Programme.

“The boundary layer (the layer
of the troposphere in contact with

- only reasonable to give time” for
- the impact of measures under
- GRAPStage-Ill toreflect on the av-
- erage AQL
Minister Raman Singh said, “Itis |
clear now that Rs 508 crore came !
to Baghel and Aseem Das has |
been arrested. Now thingsare be- |
coming clear why he fears ED so |
much. Firstitwas coal, liquorand
rice scam were understood but |
nothing can be more shameful
than this. He has noright tostayin |
- quent six days said that the air
ED has also questioned and |
arrested a police constable !
Bheem Yadav. “ED investigation |
has revealed thatin the last three
years, Yadav had unauthorisedly |
travelled to Dubai, admittedly
met Ravi Uppal and Sourabh |
Chandrakar. He also participated |
in the gala functions of Mahadev |
App,and his travel expenses were |
borne by Rapid Travels of Ahuja |
Brothers — a money laundering
and ticketing company of |
Mahadev App. He was the con- |
duit to receive bribe money from |
Mahadev App promoters for the |
benefit of senior officers and |
politicians of Chhattisgarh,” the |
- 494 at4pm.
Both the accused — AsimDas |
and Bheem Yadav — were pro- |
duced before the concerned court |
inRaipur. ED has sought their cus- |
todial interrogation to independ- |
ently corroborate their admis- |
sions and to trace evidence of |
money laundering. The courthas |
remanded the two to ED custody |
- intheevening, compared tolower

A forecast issued by the Air
Quality Early Warning System for
Delhi, a project by the Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology
(IITM), said Friday that the air
quality is “likely to improve mar-
ginally but remain in the ‘severe’
category from November4to6”.

The forecast for the subse-

quality is likely to remain in the
‘severe’ to ‘very poor’ category.
Suspended pollutants kept the
visibility low both on Thursday
and Friday. At 7 am Friday, visibil-
ity at the Safdarjung weather sta-
tion, the city’s base observatory,
was 600 metres, while it was 500
metres at the airport at Palam.
The air quality was in the 'se-
vere' category across parts of
Haryana, UP and some parts of
Rajasthan — Ghaziabad,
Faridabad, Hisar, Jind, Noida,
Greater Noida, Rohtak, Fatehabad,
Bahadurgarh, Bhiwadi — as well
on Friday. Greater Noida was the
most polluted city with an AQI of

Calm conditions, with very
slow winds, in Delhi, have been
making it difficult for pollutants
to disperse. But the wind speed
picked up marginally Friday
evening. “Calm conditions pre-
vailed at the Safdarjung weather
station on Friday. At Palam, a wind
speed of 6-7 kmph was recorded

the surface of the earth) has been
lower. The boundary layer gener-
ally becomes shallower
November onwards, suppressing
the atmospheric ability to push
pollutants upwards. It’s like a ceil-
ing. If the rooftop is brought lower,
you will feel more suffocated. A
deeper boundary layer will allow
pollutants to move upwards, and
where we are, our exposure will
belesser. As temperature falls fur-
ther, the boundary layer falls fur-
ther. The boundary layer was
around 400 mon October 26,and
dropped further toaround 200 m
this week,” he said.

“The wind has changed direc-
tion from southeast to northwest.
Thisis very adverse meteorology.
The ventilation, which is the dis-
persion capacity of the atmos-

ical care. So we decided to leave for the
child’s birth. She was born in the Kolasib
district hospital here,” he said.

Kimi smiles,bundled up and tied to
her mother’s chest. She is one of three
babies who have been born in this re-
lief centre. Like other children here, her
brotheris attending classes ata “tuition
centre” opened by the Laymen’s
Evangelical Fellowship from Andhra
Pradesh for the displaced children.

Different stakeholders are support-
ing them during their stay here. This re-
lief camp is the only one in the district
being run by the district administration
and the block development office. But
here too, the administrationis aided by

Srivastava, scientist, India |
Meteorological Department |
(IMD).

said.

October 27, it was 766.

Delhi’s worsening air quality |
this time coincides with the peak |
stubble burning season. “The peak '
period for burningis usually from '
around October 27 to November |
7-10,” said V K Sehgal, Principal |

Scientist, IARL

Data from the Central |
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) |
shows that the average AQI of 468 |
at 4 pm recorded on Friday is |
worse than whatwasrecordedin |
November last year. When Delhi
saw a ‘severe’ air spell in
November last year, the worst AQI |
that was recorded was 450 on |
November 3. On that day, how- |
ever, CAQM had directed imple- |
mentation of all actions under !
GRAP Stage-1V since as per the |
forecast, the AQI was likely to be
‘Severe/ Severe +' over the next |

couple of days.

phere,and depends onboundary '
layer heightand vertical wind ve-
. thesingle largest group in Tijara.

Respite could come from bet- |
terwind speed orrainfall, butboth
remain elusive. Thereisnorainfall |
on the IMD forecast for Delhi at |
least for the next six days. But the |
possibility of a western distur- |
bance gives hope. This western |
disturbance event is expected to !
bring showers to J&K and parts of |
Himachal Pradesh but not in |
Delhi. “When the westerndistur- |
bance comesin, sometimesitdis- |
turbs the prevailing atmospheric |
conditions. The anti-cyclonic cir- |
culation can, even temporarily, |
change intoa cyclonic circulation, |
the direction of the winds flowing |
in from Punjab can also change,” |

locity, is poor,” Tripathi added.

said Mohapatra.

Slowly but surely, Manipur refugees find a plaée .in Mlzoram

- hadfled hishome in Manipur’s Jiribam
district, is now “in charge” of the relief
camp set up in the Thingdawl polytech-
nic. He was a teacher ina private school
in Jiribam. Now, like other men at the
shelter, he does odd jobs in betel nut
. farms in neighbouring villages for Rs
500aday, or labour for works commis-
sioned by the PWD. He moved into the
shelter on May 28 with his wife and six-
year-old son, and the reason the family
had toflee to another state — his three-
month-old daughter Kimi.

“After violence broke out, we were
taking shelter in Tamenglong district.
But we were very worried there be-
cause my wife was pregnant. There

But Thomas Lalengliana, president |
of the district unit of the Young Mizo |
Association, which has been coordinat- !
ing much of the relief work, said civil so- '
ciety’s ability to continue supporting !
the displaced is drying up. In the early |
days, the unit had mobilised Rs8.5lakh, '
truckloads of blankets and clothes, rice, '
dal, sweet potatoes as relief material. |

“We initially provided a lot of sup-
plies but have stopped now. All the sup- |
plies had been collected from our mem- |
bers and locals and it’s not possible to '
do this in the long run. But for those '
who continue to remain in the relief |
camps, we try to look after them in |
whatever way we can,” he said.

- equally
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were complications with our son’s de-
livery, and we had to take her to Delhi
for an operation at the time. The situa-
tion in Manipur is so bad that we were
not sure we would have access tomed-

stakeholders supporting the refugees
elsewhere — civil society organisations,
village councils and the church. At this
relief campitself, there are twolocal vol-
unteers on any given day.

Six months down the line, many |
of the refugees in the district are no |
longer in camps and are livingamong |
villagers, in what were empty houses, |
- won shifted to the Congress later.

doing odd jobs.

o BJP leader’s call

wind speeds of around 3 kmph |
earlier in the day,” said Kuldeep

In the speech, Dayma said:
“Kis tarah se itni masjiden, kis
tarah se gurdware yahan par ba-
nakar chhodh diye! Ye aage

- chalkar hamare liye nasoor ban

“Tillatleast November 5, calm !
conditions are likely to prevail at |
Safdarjung, while Palam could see
northwesterly winds,” Srivastava |
- bhari maton se jeetayenge (See

Northwesterly winds can |
carry stubble burning smoke from |
Punjab and Haryana into Delhi- |
NCR. The fire count in Punjab has |
been more than 1,000 over the |
past five days,and on Friday, itwas |
ashighas 1,551, accordingtodata |
from the Indian Agricultural '
Research Institute (IARI). On |

jayega. Isiliye hamara sabka
dharam bhi banta hai ki is nasoor
ko yahan se ukhad kar faink
denge, aur Baba Balak Nathji ko

how many mosques, gurdwaras
have been built here! This will
become an ulcer for usin the fu-
ture. That is why it's our duty
that this ulcer be uprooted and
thrown out, and Baba Balak
Nathji win by a huge majority).”

With the BJP making a sus-
tained outreach to the Sikh com-
munity, led from the very top,
the party acted quickly to con-
tain the damage. With the
Election Commission sending a
notice to Dayma, Balak Nath
spoke to reporters, saying the
Sikh community “has always
protected Sanatan Dharm and
sanskriti” and hoped that “it will
forgive if some mistake has been
made by some kids”.

“At times, unknowingly, some
paap (sin) happens. In that con-
text, I pray to Guru Gobind Singhji
for forgiveness. I will also tell
Sandeep Dayma to go to the door
of Guru Gobind Singhji and do
some dharam punya ka karya (re-
ligious activity), so that he can be
dosh-mukt (sin free),” he added.

After Dayma's speech sur-
faced, protests had erupted, with
the Sikh community, who num-

. beraround 5,000in Tijara, burn-

ing effigies of Dayma and shout-
ing slogans against Balak Nath

- and Adityanath. On Thursday,

Dayma released a video of apol-
ogy, but at the same time, tar-
geted Muslims, which make up

“... In place of masjid-madrasa, I
mistakenly ended up using
some wrong words about the
Gurdwara Saheb. I seek apology
with folded hands from the en-
tire Sikh community, which has
always protected Hinduism and
Sanatan Dharma... I don’t know
how I committed the mistake. I
will repent for this mistake by
going to a gurdwara, I apologise
to the entire Sikh community
with folded hands. Sat Sri Akal!”
he said in the video.

On Friday, Dayma posted an-
other video, of him offering
prayers at a gurdwara the day
earlier.

The Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee took
note of the matter, and sharing

the video apology issued by

Dayma, posted on X Thursday
that the BJP leader had com-
pounded his mistake. “BJP leader
Sandeep Dayma... says, Iwanted
to say Masjid-Madrasa, but
somehow said Gurdwara’. He
should be ashamed of this state-
ment too, as speaking against re-
ligious places of Muslims is
condemnable as
Gurdwaras.”

Tijara SDO and Returning
Officer Anoop Singh told The
Indian Express that a notice for vi-
olating the model code of con-
duct had been issued to Dayma.

A former chairman of the
Bhiwadi Municipal Council,
Dayma, who belongs to the Gujjar
community, finished third in
2018 in his bid for the Tijara seat.
BSP leader Sandeep Yadav who

e Amit Shah on caste census

parties such as the JD(U) and R|D
have been accusing the BJP of
dragging its feet on the issue.

In the run-up to the 2024 Lok
Sabhaelections, the Oppositionis
likely to make caste census a key
electionissue.

On Thursday, the BJP leader-
ship held ameeting todiscuss the
“advantages and disadvantages”
of the party’s current position on
not going for a caste countand de-
cided to form a committee to
frame OBC outreach programmes.
BJP Chief Ministers, Deputy Chief
Ministers, state unit presidents
and legislature party leaders from
different states attended the
meeting at the party headquarters
in New Delhi.

During the passage of the
Women's Reservation Bill in
Parliament, when Congressleader
Rahul Gandhi raised the issue of
there being only three OBC secre-
taries in the government, Shah
chose toemphasise how his party
had given adequate representa-
tion to OBCs. “This government
run by the BJP has 85 OBC MPs...
297% of the total number of party
MPs. Of the party’s 1318 legisla-
torsacross India, 365, who consti-
tute 27 %, are OBC MLAs. Around
40% of the 163 BJP MLCs are
OBCs... Your partynever madean
OBC the Prime Minister. The BJP
has made an OBC the Prime
Minister,” he said.

While the BJP has never bat-
ted for caste census, it opposed it
only on technical grounds. In
August, ina short affidavit filed in
the Bihar caste survey matter, the
Centre said the Census Act “em-
powers only the Central
Government to conduct Census
under section 3 of the... Act”.

While opposing the Bihar
caste survey, it was careful tomen-
tion that it was filing the affidavit
“only with a view to place the
Constitutional and legal position
for consideration” of the court.

The government said it was

“committed to take all affirmative
actions for upliftment of
SCs/STs/SEBCs and OBCs inaccor-
dance with the provisions of the
Constitution and applicable law”.

Following the release of the
caste survey data by the Bihar gov-
ernment last month, BJP leader
Sushil Modi told The Indian
Express that it was actually the
BJP’s “baby” and had been ap-
proved when the party was part
of the Nitish Kumar government.

In September 2021, however,
the Centre had opposed the idea
of caste census in the Supreme
Court more vociferously. Ruling
outacaste census, the Centre had
told the Supreme Court that such
an exercise “would not be feasi-
ble” and that “exclusion of infor-
mationregarding any other caste”,
apart from SCs and STs, “from the
purview of census is a conscious
policy decision”.

This was the key submission
of the Ministry of Social Justice
in an affidavit filed in the top
courtinresponse to a plea by the
Maharashtra government seek-
ing a direction to the Census
Department to collect informa-
tion on Backward Class
of Citizens (BCC) in the 2021
enumeration.

The Centre told the court that
“a caste-wise enumeration in the
Census has been given up as a
matter of policy from 1951 on-
wards and thus castes other than
SCs and STs have not been enu-
merated inany of the Census since
1951 till today”.

On July 20,2021, in a written
reply to a question in Lok Sabha,
MoS Home Nityanand Rai had
said: “The Government of India
has decided as a matter of policy
not to enumerate caste-wise
populations other than SCs and
STs in the census.” The govern-
ment had then flagged difficul-
ties such as Central and state lists
having different castes as OBCs
in their respective lists.

2 days before IIT-BHU incident

taken away by the accused. In
Monday’s case, too, the woman
was with a male friend, who was
allegedly assaulted.

Speaking to The Indian Express
on Friday, Students’ Parliament
vice-president Pranav Kishore al-
leged, “Two days before the inci-
dent on Wednesday night, at 1.30
amatthe samespot. .. theincident
involved four people, who camein
two vehicles. They beat up a male
student and groped a female stu-
dent from the rear... The woman
didn’t want to escalate matters as
her parents would have raised
questions. The male student who
was beaten up, along with mem-
bers of the Students’ Parliament,
lodged a written complaint with
the Proctor’s office on Tuesday.”

Varanasi Police Commissioner
Mutha Ashok Jain said he has no
knowledge of the previous inci-
dent. “I was at [IT-BHU yesterday
evening and held meetings with
the authorities. They didn’t tell me
about this. I will have to ask. We
will find outaboutit," he said.

Varanasi ACP (Bhelupur)
Praveen Kumar Singh said, “We
have gotten in touch with the
Proctor’s office regarding the ear-
lier incident. They hadn'’t told us
aboutit. Wearelookingintoitand
will take suitable action.”

Asked about the investiga-
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tion into Wednesday's inci-
dent, the ACP said, “We are
moving ahead with the help
of CCTV footage. We have
questioned multiple people
and three teams are working
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to trace the accused with help
from electronic and manual sur-
veillance. We should beable toar-
rest the accused very soon.”

A woman member of the
Students’ Parliament, on condition
of anonymity, said, “The earlierin-
cident followed the same pattern.
Some men in vehicles targeted a
boy and a girl around 1 am at an
isolated spot. A particular area here
has become a picnic spot, where
men come in black windowed
SUVs, drink and misbehave with
female students.”

Asked about Monday’s inci-
dent, [IT-BHU Deen (Researchand
Development) Vikas Kumar
Dubeysaid, “See, itis difficult tosay
whetherit was the same four peo-
ple. But there is information of a
smallincidenthappening fromthe
Proctor’s office. Action was being
taken in the matter. Work is al-
ready being done in coordination
with the district administration.
Officials of the district administra-
tion are already working to im-
prove security arrangements at
the campus. Our director is also
working on issues regarding any
shortcomings in the security of
students.”

“Icansay that whatever the ex-
actcomplaintwas, the local police
station was informed. I don’t think
itisrighttonarrate thatincident...
Our student had to face misbehav-
iour. What exactly happened is un-
der investigation. The police will
take action...Once the accused are
arrested, things will become clear,”
he said.
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NOIDA POLICE ARRESTS 5; YADAV CLAIMS HE’S INNOCENT

‘Snake venom at rave’: Bigg

Boss winner Elvis

DHEERAJ MISHRA
NOIDA, NOVEMBER 3

THE GAUTAM Buddh Nagar po-
lice Friday arrested five people in
connection with allegedly run-
ning an organised group that
sells snake venom at rave parties

h booked

mation, one of our informers
contacted Yadav and asked him
to organise a rave party in Noida
and make arrangements for
snakes and cobra venom. When
we talked to his agent with the
reference of Elvish Yadav, he
agreed. Then he agreed to come
to the banquet hall in Sector 51.

in the NCR. Apart from the ar-
rested men, another name fig-
ured in the FIR —reality TV show
Bigg Boss OTT winner and
YouTuber Elvish Yadav.

Police said the arrest was
made from Chevron banquet
hall in Noida’s Sector 51 follow-
ing a tip-off from People for
Animals (PFA), an organisation
that works for animal rights and
is run by Sultanpur Lok Sabha
BJP MP Maneka Gandhi.

The accused Rahul,
Teetunath, Jaikaran, Narayan,
and Ravinath —_are residents of
Molarband village in Delhi’s
Badarpur. Police said 20 ml of
snake venom, five cobras, a
python, 2 two-headed snakes,
and a rat snake were recovered
from the accused.

Elvish, meanwhile, claimed
he was innocent. Ina 58-second
videoon X, hesaid, “... All allega-
tions made against me are com-
pletely baseless... (and) fake... I
am ready to cooperate with UP
Police... I request police, admin-
istration, and UP CM Yogi

Found evidence of
hawala payments to
China: ED after raid
on AAP MLA’s home;

Adityanath thatif they find even
0.1% of my involvement in this,
I'mready to acceptall charges...”

Police said they were verify-
ing details regarding allegations
made against Yadav. “If found
true, we will form a team to arrest
Elvish Yadav or issue summons
asking him to surrender. We have
so far not found any criminal his-
tory of the accused from whose
possession snakes were recov-
ered,” said DCPRam Badan Singh.

On her part, Gandhi said her
organisation has had an eye on
Yadav foralong time. “He was us-
ing snakes frequently in his photos
and videos. These pythonsand co-
bras are endangered species. You
must understand that cobras,
when theylose theirvenom, die...
if somebody uses these snakes,
there is a punishment of seven

(Left) One of the snakes
found at the banquet hall;
YouTuber Elvish Yadav

years,” she told reporters.

“To nab them, we set up a
trap, called them, and told them
we were partying. He (Yadav)
used to supply in Gurgaon and
Noida,” she said.

Police acted on a complaint
filed by the animal welfare offi-
cer of the PFA.

TheFIR, filed on the complaint
of Gaurav Gupta, the animal wel-
fare officer, stated: “We received
information that a YouTuber
named Elvish Yadav shoots
videos with snake venomand live
snakes in farmhouses in Noida
and NCR along with other gang
members/YouTubers and organ-
ises rave partiesillegally. On such
occasions, foreign girls are regu-
larly called and snake venomand
intoxicants are consumed.”

Itadded, “Acting on this infor-

We informed DFO Noida... and
further complained about it at
the Sector 49 police station.”

An FIR on criminal conspiracy
and under sections of The
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
has been registered, said police.

Meanwhile, around 20 fam-
ily members of the accused
protested their arrest outside the
police station and denied their
involvement in the case.

“We don’t keep snakes at
home. I challenge the police to
come and see if they can find any.
Itis all being done at the behest
of the NGO. They had called us to
perform in a birthday function
and play snake flutes (pungi)...
and said that they need seven
people,” claimed Mahender
Singh (65), brother of Jaikaran
and uncle of Rahul.

“They had made a booking for
Rs 21,000 and paid Rs 1,000 ad-
vance... the men police arrested
are professional artists, two play
the snake flute, one a dholak and
the other a tumba.ldemand a fair
enquiry..., he added.
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Minister and AAP leader Raaj Kumar Anand,
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) Friday al-
leged evidence relating to unaccounted busi-
ness investments and hawala payments sent
to China in 2023 was recovered from key em-
ployees of his. This, according to the agency,
was apart from Rs 74 lakh in cash along with

M =Sarst R =t

records that were also recovered.

Anand (57), the AAP MLA from Patel Nagar
and minister for social welfare in the AAP gov-

ernment, alleged the 20-hour search

I
various incriminating documents/digital [
I
I
I
I

at his home was part of a political conspiracy.
An ED spokesperson said, “The ED con-
ducted search operations on November 2 at

13 locations in Delhi-NCR, Kolkata,

Pradesh as part of its investigation under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act against
Anand and other connected persons/entities.”

“The EDinitiated investigation on the basis of
a prosecution complaint filed by Directorate of

Revenue Intelligence against Anand
connected persons/entities for com-
mission of offences under various sec-
tions of the Customs Act. As per the
complaint, Anand made hawala pay-
ments to China and evaded customs
duty amounting to about Rs 7 crore
onvariousimports. The Hon’ble Court
has taken cognizance of offence vide
order on August 11,” the spokesper-
sonadded.

Addressing a press conference
Friday, Anand said: “...For a case from
2005, I received a ‘showcause notice’
in 2007. Following that, I appealed to
the Supreme Court... As per SC's direc-
tive, I deposited the amount... This is
merely a way to cause distress... We
are a party that follows path of truth
and practices politics of work, which
is why we’re being troubled. The BJP
wants to silence parties that engage
in politics of work... We will not be
afraid of CBIor ED and will stand with
our leader Arvind Kejriwal.”
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‘1. NEW DELHI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

PALIKA KENDRA, SANSAD MARG, NEW DELHI - 110001 Website : www.ndme.gov.in
"PUBLIC NOTICE™

Suvidha Camp for Electricity and Water Bills Grievances

New Delhi Municipal Council is pleased to announce a Suvidha Camp dedicated to addressing and resolving electricity
and water billing-related issues. This eventis aimed at providing a convenient platform for residents to seek assistance
with their concems and facilitate for resolution of eleciricity & water bill payments.

Scheduled for November 4%, 2023, the Suvidha Camp will take place at the Convention Hall, NDMC, Sansad Marg,
New Delhi from 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM. Itis open to all residents, RWA (Resident Welfare Association) members, and
MTA (Market Traders Association) representatives.

The camp will feature a dedicated team of experts who will be available to assist attendees with a wide range of
concems, including the services:

Billing inquiries ¥ Meter readings § Payment arrangements J Correction of bills if any

Residents are encouraged to bring any relevant documents, bills, or information that will help address their concarns
more efficiently. The aim is fo provide prompt and effective solutions to ensure the efficient delivery of essential
electricity and water bill services

“We understand the importance of these services in our community and want to make it as easy as possible for our
residents to access assistance and resolve any issue.”

This Suvidha Camp is a testament to our commitment 1o delivering the highast level of service to our community.
We invite all residents lo participate actively in this event to help enhance the quality of life for everyone. Secretary,

New Delhi Municipal Council

To be the Global Banchmark for a Capital City
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For more details,

For feedback,
write to rbi eh

visit https://rbikehtahai.rbi.org

To implicate rival, man circulates
‘morphed pics’ of gods, arrested

ARNABJIT SUR
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

UPSET THAT he had lost his li-
cence to run a gaming website, a
21-year-old decided to take re-
venge on his competitor. His
plan? To allegedly pose as his ri-
val, circulate “obscene photos”
of gods and goddess online, and
file a complaint.

His jig was up after he was ar-
rested by the Delhi Police’s
Intelligence Fusion and Strategic
Operations Unit (IFSO) this
week. Officers said the accused,
Haridwar resident Adarsh Saini,
circulated the images online un-
der the name of Rahul Kumar.

DCP (IFSO) Hemant Tiwari
said October 29, the Delhi
Commission of Women for-
warded a complaint by one
ApurvaVermaregarding afew ob-
scene pictures of gods being cir-
culated online. It stated that these
“were deeply disturbing” and
“promoting communal enmity”.

DCW Chief Swati Maliwal also
wrote to the IFSO unit to lodge a
case. Police thereafter filed an FIR
under IPC Section 295A (deliber-
ate and malicious acts, intended

to outrage religious feelings of
any class by insulting its religion
or religious beliefs) and Section
67A of the IT Act.

A team of cyber experts, un-
der ACP Vijay Gahlawat, was
formed, and the initial probe led
them to Rahul. Officers said his
bank account details were also
shared to receive money from
potential buyers of the offensive
content.

Rahul was traced to Bihar’s
Darbhanga and he was ques-
tioned at length. But “on further
probe, it was revealed that some-
one was infactusing his details to
malign his image and implicate
himin a false case,” said the DCP.

“The accused utilised sophis-
ticated techniques to conceal his
identity by using various imper-
sonated email accounts,” said
another officer. Eventually, the
main culprit turned out to be the
complainant Verma, who was
none other than Saini.

Saini, a BBA graduate, was
traced and arrested by police.
During questioning, police found
it was an elaborate revenge plot.

Police said Saini had been
dealing in online gaming sites
where he provided gaming IDs

to customers and got money in
return. “He used to earn around
Rs 4-5 lakh from these plat-
forms...he used to provide IDs to
his customers and once the latter
registered in the game through
these IDs and say, got a premium
top-up, Saini used to earn a cer-
tain commission from their to-
tal earnings,” said an officer.

However, his business soon
took a hit after Rahul entered the
scene. “Rahul got more cus-
tomers and profit from the same
website and Saini’s earnings re-
duced toRs 1 lakh,” police said.

Saini gave IDs for registration
at a lesser profit but this was
against the gaming platform’s
rules, said an officer. “One of
the competitors lodged a
complaint with the website in
this regard and Saini lost his
licence,” the officer said.

Thinking Rahul lodged
the complaint, police said
Saini “hatched a conspiracy
to implicate the formerin a
fake case and got his personal
details”. Alaptop, two phones
containing the incriminating
content, and a WiFi router
have been recovered from the
accused.

Excise case:
AAP’s Sanjay
Singh moves SC

New Delhi: Jailed Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader Sanjay Singh
on Friday moved the Supreme
Court challenging the Delhi High
Court order dismissing his plea
against his arrest by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)in
amoney laundering case related
to the now-scrapped excise pol-
icy of the city government.

The HChad on October 20 re-
fused to interfere with Singh’s ar-
rest in the case, saying it cannot
impute political motive to a pre-
mier investigating agency in the

absence of material on record.

Singh moved the SC through
a plea filed by advocates Vivek
Jain and Rajat Bhardwaj. PTI
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DEATH By
BREATH

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

TERMING THE situation “ex-
tremely worrying”, L-G VK
Saxena went into a huddle over
the capital’s worsening air qual-
ity with environment minister
Gopal Rai on Friday evening.

At a press conference earlier
in the day, Rai had sounded an
alarm over the spiking pollution
levels across North India and said
the coming 15 days were critical.

Following the meeting,
Saxena said several interim
measures would be taken in-
cluding issuing advisories asking
children and the elderly to take
extra care and remain indoors as
far as possible. An appeal, L-G
House officials said, would also
be made to people to remain in-
doors as far as possible, avoid un-
necessary travel and if necessary,
to use public transport.

Delhi, officials added, would
also appeal to neighbouring
states, especially Punjab which
accounted for 1,921, or 71.57% of
incidents of crop-residue burn-
ing out of a total of 2,684;
Haryana which reported 99;
Uttar Pradesh, 95; and Rajasthan
60 on November 1, to curtail
these by incentivising farmers.

Rai said at the press confer-
ence, “... Those from BJP are say-
ing pollution levels are increas-
ing because of Arvind Kejriwal.
In Ghaziabad and Noida, is pol-
lution increasing because of
Kejriwal?... I would like to re-
quest the Union Environment
Minister to please be active at

India is polluted. Haryana’s
Environment Minister is quiet.
Nobody knows where the UP
Environment Minister is. There
is a need to take strict measures
across NCR.”

Asked about stubble burning,
Rai said, “In Punjab, instances of
burning have reduced. Now, the
condition is such that the wind
and activities close to Delhi and
inthe NCR are impacting Delhi.”

On whether the odd-even
road rationing scheme will kick
in, he said: “Everything is being
monitored. As things develop,
we will take the opinion of ex-
perts and act.”

First introduced by the AAP
government in 2016 to control
vehicular pollution, the scheme
isrecommended under Stage [V
or the ‘severe plus’ category of
the Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP), which has not yet kicked
inin Delhi. As part of the scheme,
private vehicles with registration
plates ending in odd numbers
could runon odd dates, and even
numbers on even dates.

As part of measures under
GRAP Stage III invoked on
Thursday, Rai said mechanical
road sweeping and water sprin-
kling machines will now run for
12 hours instead of 8. Mobile
anti-smog guns will be deployed
inareas where congestion s high.

“Bus services are being in-
creased by 2,400 trips... the
metro has increased the number
of trips by 60, but officials have
said ridership has not gone up. I
would like to request the people
of Delhi to use public trans-
port...” he said.

Contribution of the transport
sector to PM 2.5 levels in Delhi
was 14%, as per the Decision
Support System of Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology.
The contribution of biomass
burning was 25.232%, while that
from Gautam Buddh Nagar was
found tobe 4.103%,and that from

least at this time. All of North  Sonipat was 4.506%.
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As AQI dlps pohtlcal
blame game begins

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

THE AAP, BJP and Congress
traded barbs over the capital’s
deteriorating air quality Friday
with each pointing fingers at the
other for the alarming state of its
current situation.

AAP national spokesperson
Reena Gupta said the party’s
governments in Delhi and
Punjab were taking continuous
action against air pollution, but
the BJP-ruled Centre, and
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernments were inactive.

On his part, BJP national
spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia
blamed what he termed was
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
l(ejrlwal’ “carelessness” regard-
ing the issue. He said, “On
November 3, 2022, there was
similar pollution. The Centre was

providing full assistance to the
governments of Punjab and Delhi
to take concrete steps to control it
but the Kejriwal and Punjab gov-
ernments did nothing.”

Meanwhile, Delhi Congress
president Arvinder Singh Lovely
sought to hold both the BJP and
AAP governments responsible for
the “life-threatening air pollu-
tion”. He also demanded a crimi-
nal case against those responsible
for the severe air pollution result-
ing out of “gross negligence”.

“The city is confronting an
explosive situation due to air
pollution... Children and old peo-
ple suffering serious respiratory
illness while the BJP and Delhi
governments indulge in blame-
games without taking urgent
steps,” he alleged.

Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva took aim at Lovely for
acting like the “B Team” of the
AAP government.
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CURBING POLLUTION

A look at measures in place under the Graded Response Action Plan.
Stages 1-3 are in force in Delhi-NCR at the moment
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STOPPINGALL
construction and

demolition activities with :

plotsize of 500 sqm or
more which have not
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dust-mitigation
monitoring portals

B Mechanised sweeping
and water sprinkling
onroads

M Enforcing guidelineson :

use of anti-smog guns at
construction sites

M Enforcing ban on open
burning of waste and
PUC (pollution under
control norms) for
vehicles

M DISCOMs to minimise
power supply
interruptions in NCR,
ensure diesel generator

sets are not used asregular :

source of power supply

M Encourage offices to
start unified commute
for employees to reduce
traffic

M Enforce complete

ban on coal/firewood
intandoorsin
restaurants/open eateries
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essential and emergency except essential work
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SKYWATCH

FORECAST: November 4
Mainly clear sky. Shallow
fogin the morning.

| MIN: 16

0.7°Cabove normal

Will Delhi see odd-even soon? Govt to wait & watch

Perilous rise in AQI... warrants
state of emergency: Jewar MLA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, NOVEMBER 3

CITING THE rise in the pollution
levels across the NCR, Dhirendra
Singh, BJP MLA of the Jewar con-
stituency in Gautam Buddh
Nagar, has written to the Uttar
Pradesh Chief Secretary to de-
clare an environmental emer-
gency in the affected areas.

“I am writing to you as a
deeply concerned resident of
Noida regarding the perilousrise
in Air Quality Index (AQI) levels
across Noida, Greater Noida, and
the entire NCR...,” said Singh
Friday in his letter to chief secre-
tary DS Mishra.

He further said that when the
AQI surpasses 300, it warrants a
state of emergency, necessitat-

BJP MLA from Jewar
Dhirendra Singh

ing a halt in daily activities due
to the risk of severe lung dam-
age. “The air quality in Delhi-NCR
has deteriorated to levels that
have far exceeded the upper
limit of 500... The AQI in Noida
has soared beyond the 1,000
ppm mark,” added the MLA.

Singh further said the per-
sistent smog and poor air qual-
ity are leading to an alarming in-
crease in respiratory illnesses
and posing a significant health
risk, especially to the elderly,
children, and those with pre-ex-
isting health conditions.

“Temporarily halt all indus-
trial activities contributing to
emissions. Restrict vehicular traf-
fic, possibly introducing an odd-
even rule or promoting work
from home, to reduce congestion
and pollution. Fast-track the im-
plementation of pollution-con-
trol measures and the adoption
of cleaner technologies,” said
Singh to the chief secretary.

He also raised a demand to
conduct an emergency audit of
all construction sites, enforcing
strict dust-control measures.

Children with chronic lung issues
worst hit by pollution, say doctors

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

CHILDREN SUFFERING from
chronic lung-related issues are
facing a tough time as pollution
levels spike in Delhi. Hospitals
across the city are reporting a
spike in such cases at their out-
patient and in-patient depart-
ments and emergency.

At Kalawati Saran Children’s
Hospital, which comes under
Lady Hardinge Medical College,
there hasbeena 25% spike in pa-
tient load of children with
chronic healthissues. Dr Subash
Giri, Director, LHMC, said,
“Children are coming in with

sore throat, cold, cough, lower
lung infection, bronchiolitis...”
He added that the numbers have
increased in the last four days.

“These are children who are
already suffering from existing
allergic disorders, upper respira-
tory tract infections, lower tract
infections including pneumo-
nia... they also include patients
of bronchiolitis and bronchial
asthma,” he said.

According to Dr SK Kabra,
Pediatric Department Head at
AIIMS Delhi, the most affected
are kids below five years of age.
Such young children also face
difficulty in wearing masks.

He said there has been anin-
crease in the number of children

coming to the OPD with respira-
tory complaints and itis more se-
vere in children with underlying
chroniclung disease like asthma
or bronchiolitis, cystic fibrosis etc.

Dr Kabra said there is also a
general increase in the number
of children coming with respira-
tory issues even without any ear-
lier problem. “We do not have
data on the numbers but it’s an
observation and a subjective im-
pression,” he said.

DrNameet Jerath, senior con-
sultant (paediatric pulmonology
and critical care), Indraprastha
Apollo Hospital, advised that par-
ents should be careful and not let
their children step out when
there is heavy pollution.

What can help improve air quality? Wind, warm weather & some rain
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At Lok Nayak Hospital, Friday. Praveen Khanna
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MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

WHAT WILL help Delhi’s air im-
prove in the coming few days?
Strong wind, higher tempera-
tures and adash of rain. While the
input of pollutants — vehicular
fumes, biomass burning, dustand
smoke — is important, whether
they will accumulate and hangin
the air is determined by meteo-
rological factors and geography.
Here’s how each of these

three things affect AQI:
WIND: One of the most cru-

PM 2.5 was at 144 ng/m3, as the
wind speed rose to 2.8 kilome-

cial factors, higher wind speed  tres per hour.
can help disperse particulate According to the Air
matter, whichis the primarypol-  Quality Early Warning

lutant in winter, quickly. This was
also demonstrated on Friday,
when a slight increase in wind
speed led to an improvement in

System for Delhi, an av-
erage wind speed of
less than 10 km per
houris unfavourable for

EXPLAINED

be between 4 and 6 km per hour
till Monday. Some relief is ex-
pected after that as the wind
speed during the day is
expected to be between
10and 12 km per hour.

TEMPERATURE: A
dip in temperature, es-
® | peciallywhentheskyis

dispersion of pollutants.
However, even a small
increase brings relative improve-
ment.

Forecast: According to the
IMD, wind speed is expected to

AQI. At Anand Vihar, for exam-
ple, the concentration at 1 pm
was 371 pug/m3 (against an ac-
ceptable limit of 60 pg/m3) and
the wind speed was a little over
1 kilometre per hour. By 3 pm,

clear at night, leadstoa
phenomenon called
temperature inversion. In winter,
when the atmospheric pressure
is higher, a clear sky means that
the ground loses heat quickly and

the air around it cools down.
Above it is a layer of warmer air,
which acts like a lid, trapping the
cold air. Along with the cold air,
pollutants from vehicles and dust
also get trapped. This inversion
determines mixing height, which
is the area available for pollutants
to disperse. The higher the mix-
ing height, the better it is.
Forecast: The temperature is
expected to be between 29 and
14 degrees Celsius over the next
seven days. According to the Air
Quality Early Warning System

for Delhi, the mixing height is ex-
pected to be around 2,450 m on
Saturday, and will improve fur-
ther to 2,700 m on Sunday but
will dip to 1,850 on Monday.
RAIN: One of the reasons this
October was the most polluted
since 2020 was the dry weather.
Rain helps the particulate matter
and dust in the air settle, improv-
ing AQI. Delhi saw only one rainy
day this October as opposed to 7
and 6 days in previous years.
Forecast: Over the next
seven days, no rain is expected.
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e Told to say sorry, Chadha seeks time with Dhankhar

aSelect Committee, without their
consent.

Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar had referred
the matter to the Privileges
Committee for investigation.
Chadhawas toremain suspended
until the committee submitted its

report.

On Friday, the Supreme Court
said it hoped that Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar, the Rajya
Sabha Chairman, would take an
objective and sympathetic view
of the matter. Chadha had moved
the court against his suspension.

e National security strategy

This is the first time that India
will come out with a national se-
curity strategy. Countries such as
the USand UK have published na-
tional security strategies which
are updated periodically. The doc-
ument is aimed at putting to-
gether India’s national security
objectives and the ways to be
adopted to achieve them.

Over the last few months, sev-
eral ministries have provided in-
puts for the document on the en-
tire gamut of challenges and
threats facing India, including
non-traditional ones such as fi-
nancial and economic security,
food and energy security, infor-
mation warfare, vulnerabilities in
India’s critical information infra-
structure, and those associated
with supply chains and environ-
ment. Ministers are also involved
in the process.

An official privy to the devel-
opment said that given the com-
plex nature of the various tradi-
tional and non-traditional threats,
especially when rising geopoliti-
cal tensions have given way to un-
certainties, it was felt that there
was an urgent need to draft a na-
tional security strategy. This, the
official said, would draw in from
the comprehensive national
power of the country.

“This needs a whole-of-gov-
ernment approach. Several
Central ministries and other

>, IR Yae arrfeferier fetoafarenesy, dwd, som (3.9,

Uttar Pradesh Unwersllr of Medical Sciences, Saitsi, Etawah - 206130 (UP)
5 Phone: 0568B-276591
¥ 3mrf1ﬁ1ﬁﬂﬂfﬂﬂ7 S /202324 [ 03 19T, 2023

stakeholders have their roles cut
out for the various facets of na-
tional security, the vulnerabilities
and threats and the ways to plug
them,” the official said, without
divulging the timeline on whenit
would be ready or providing de-
tails on the exact contours of the
strategy given the confidential na-
ture of certain aspects that would
be part of the draft.

The official document, once
ready, will be made public. The of-
ficial said it would be updated reg-
ularly, based on emerging situa-
tions and newer threat
assessments.

Another official said the strat-
egy may include other stakehold-
ers to tackle the many non-tradi-
tional threats and vulnerabilities
identified across domains such as
civil society organisations, acade-
mia, media, think tanks and other
institutions.

Speaking at an event a week
ago, former NSA Shivshankar
Menon said India needs a national
security strategy and, in the in-
terim, a white paper on defence
detailingits thinking on important
issues. In the past, three attempts
were made to come out withana-
tional security strategy but there
was hesitation at the political
level, he said, adding that he
sensed it could have been because
of the accountability it would
bring in defence management.

Website: www.upums.ac.in
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“Last time we said that if he
was tendering an apology, the
Chairperson, whois averydistin-
guished person and a senior
Constitutional functionary, per-
haps he may take an objective
view,” Chief Justice of IndiaD Y
Chandrachud, presiding over a

three-judge bench, said.

The bench, also comprising
Justices ] B Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra, asked Chadha’s counsel
Advocate Shadan Farasat, “You
have already apologised six times.
But would you be willing to seek
an appointment with the
Honourable Chairperson and
meet the Chairpersonand tender
anapology?”

Farasatreplied in the affirma-
tive and said Chadha “is the

youngest member in the House of
Elders. Of course, he doesn’'t mind
tendering an apology. Evenin my
letter to the Privileges Committee,
Ihad said my personal apology to
the Chairperson.” With AG R
Venkataramani and SG Tushar
Mehta also agreeing to the sug-
gestion, the bench recorded the
statement of Chadha’s counsel.
The Privileges Committee also
met Friday and sought a report
from Chadha by November 7.
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Indian Institute of Information Technology, Pune.

{An Institute of National Importance, by an Act of Parliament)
Survey Mo. 9M/3, Ambegaon Budruk, Sinhagad Institute Road, Pune - 411041
RECRUITMENT NOTICE FOR APPOINTMENT ON TEMPORARY BASIS ON
CONTRACT THROUGH OUTSOURCE AGENCY

Indian Institute of Information Technology (IIT) Pune is an Institute of National Importance,
established under Public-Private-Partnership (PPP) mode under an Act of Parliament, Ministry of
Education (MoE), Government of India.
Applications are invited from eligible candidates against the following advertisement.

SL.[NAME OF [NO OF] REQUIRED | REQUIRED EXPERIENCE [REMUNERATION

NO| POST POST | QUALIFICATION

1 |Placement| 1 Essential: Essential: Consolidated
Officer Post Graduation 1. Relevant work experience

with minimum 55% |of at least one year. Rs.55,000/-
marks in any 2. A good oral and written to
discipline from communication skills in 70,000/- pm
recognized English / Hindi.
University / Institute.,

Desirable:
Desirable: 1. Experience in Educational
Preference will be | Institute of national repute like
given to the HTs/NITs/HTs will be a distinct

candidates having
MBA/ ME / MTech /
higher educational
qualification from
recognized Institute

advantage.

2. The candidate should be
able to work independently
and should have excellent
communication and
interpersonal skills and multi-
tasking abilities.

Walk-In Interview to be held on Thursday the 16" November 2023 at 10.30 am.

Venue: Indian Institute of Information Technology, Pune, Survey No. 9/1/3, Ambegaon
Budruk, sinhgad Institute Road, Pune-411041

Recruitment through M/s Vishal Expert Services, Pune (outsource agency)

Filling Google form is Mandatory. Detailed advertisement/ google form link is available on the
Institute website “wwwi.iiitp.ac.in”. Any updates or amendments will be published on the Institute
website only.

Registrar
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fill happiness in the lives of our
artisan brothers and sisters.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
RURAL DEVELOPMENT & PANCHAYATI RAJ

{An Crganisabon of the Minisiry of Rural Development, Govl. of India)
Rajendranagar, Hyderabad-500030

On Deputation

Mational Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj
(NIRD&PR) an autonomous organization under the Ministry of Rural
Development, Government of India is country's apex arganization for
undertaking Training and Research in various aspects of Rural
Development. NIRD&PR, invites online applications from the eligible
candidates for the below mentioned post on depulation basis.

&

Name of the it | Number of
Post Pay Matrix Level Age limit i
Section Fay Level - T
Officer | (Rs.44.900-Rs.142400) | °0Years| 02

For eligibility criteria, online submission of application and other
details please visit: http:icareer.nirdpr.in/

Last date for submission of online application is 04/12/2023,
Advi.No.36/2023

File No: NIRDPR/Admin/Section-iZ2022/9

Comp.ng, 14485

GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
DIRECTORATE OF HORTICULTURE,
MEGHALAYA, SHILLONG
Email: hori-meg@nic.in
0. - . -24/42
Dated Shillong the 3rd November, 2023.
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FROM SERVICE

PROVIDERS FOR ORGANIC ADOPTION AND CERTIFICATION
UNDER MISSION ORGANIC MEGHALAYA 2.0.

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FROM SERVICE PROVIDERS FOR
ORGANIC ADOPTION AND CERTIFICATION UNDER MISSION
ORGANIC MEGHALAYA 2.0.

The Detailed terms and conditions
www.megagriculture.gov.in

Last date for receipt of application in person or by post during officer hours at
Room No 307 (Drop Box), Directorate of Horticulture is 27th November, 2023
by 12.00 Hrs. and shall be opened on 27th November, 2023 at 13.00 Hrs.

Sd/-
Director of Horticulture
Meghalaya, Shillong.

Sd- Assistant Director
Administration (Section-l)

-

Upload vour selfie with the product or artisan using
#vocalforlocal on mygov.in or share it directly with
the Prime Minister on NaMo app.

The Prime Minister will share some of those posts on his social media.

may be downloaded from

MIPR No: 1104
Dated: 3.11.23

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW -y

@ BAWE oy

No. GMA/School/G/152{Contractual)Pt.111 Date: 30/10/2023.
In supersession of earlier Notification No, GMA/School/G/152
(Contractual) PLIIT Date; 29/09/2023, this moedified notification 1s
issued for engagement on contractual teachers in railway schools,
CLW/ Chittaranjan through Walk-in-Interview purely on contractual
basis with lixed remuneration against the following subject. S1. No.;
Category; Post wise Date of Walk-in-Interview arc as follows:-
(1) PGT (Physics); 23.11.2023. (2); PGT (Bengali); 22.11.2023.
(3. PGT (Pol. Science.); 24.11.2023. (4); PGT (English); 22.11.2023,
(5); PGT (Hindi); 24.11.2023. (6); PGT (History); 22.11.2023,
{7); PGT (Mathematics); 23.11.2023. (8); PGT (Economics);
23.11.2023_(9); PGT (Commerce); 23.11.2023_{10}); PGT (Physical
Educaton); 24.11.2023. (11); PRT {(Computer Educanon); 24.11.2023.
Venue of Interview:- Admimstrative Meeting Room GM's office
CLW/ Chittaranjan. Time:- 11:00 hrs. {Candidate should report to
APO (Admn.) at 9:00 hrs. on the date of Walk-in-Interview for
documents venlication). NuB.:- For detmls mformation 1.e.- Medium
of instruction, Reservation & Roster Points (URSCST,OBC, EWS).
lotal, Age, Eligibility, Consolidated Monthly Remuneration, Terms
and Conditions, Application Form for Engagement on Contract Basis
ete. please refer CLW/CRIs Website www.clw.indianrailways.goviin _ ; ey
[under the link - News & Recruitments —* Recruitments = Walk in = = = b, Siges Aobs
interview for engagement of Contract teachers for Railway Schools. - N d M d P M t ‘ML . ;nﬂm r.l
*».'n:.'ﬁu;mm. No. GMA/School/G/ 152 (Contractual) Pt, TI1 Dated darenara Mo Il' rime Minister ,*_,ﬁmﬁlffﬁm’"
30.10.2023 = Download.]. NB:- The Notification No. GMA/School/ "Hm"r::"

G/ 1S2C umm'_tmlll’l Il Dated: 29.09.23 is hereby withdrawn. basigan s s

PR5-221 Asstt, Personnel Officer (Admn )/CLW/Chittaranjan

VI RN I“‘ .“rlp'..l LR TN
Like us on: www.facebook.com/clwrailwavs

LRt gy e ISR
apaper-.ner.;ss.cnm

This Diwali, let us illuminate our homes only with a
yroduct which embodies the fragrance of the tireless
1ardwork of one of my countrymen, the talent of a
youth of my country and which has provided
employment to my countrymen. 99
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The lowest win margin in Rajasthan in 2018, when BJP’s Jabbar

Singh Sankhala defeated Manis

h Mewara of Congress in Asind

CHHATTISGARHeMADHYA PRADESH®eMIZORAM®RAJASTHANOTELANGANA

TILLTWODAYS AGO, BJP CALLED THE SAME FREEBIES: CM BHUPESH BAGHEL

Paddy, housing, farmers: In Raipur
race, B]P goes toe to toe with Cong

Loan waiver, free
education... few
promises now
separate the two

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
NARAYANPUR,NOVEMBER 3

FOUR DAYS before Chhattisgarh
votes in the first phase of the
Assembly elections, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Friday an-
nounced the BJP’s election mani-
festo. Barring a few promises that
are exclusive to the Congress —
such as a loan waiver for farmers
and free education from kinder-
garten to post-graduation — the
BJP manifesto matches several
promises of the ruling party and
goes above and beyond on several
others.

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
targeted the BJP, posting on X, “Till
twodays ago, the BJP was terming
as freebies whoever promised the
same things. They have made
some of the promises made by us.”

The 10 takeaways:

The BJP has gone a step further
than the Congress by offering
21 quintals of paddy peracreatRs
3,100 in a single instalment, un-
like the ruling party which givesit
infour instalments. The Congress
has offered to procure 20 quintals
at Rs 3,000. However, it is still
ahead of BJP as it has promised a
loan waiver like the last time.
An annual amount of Rs
12,000 for married women.
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Amit Shah, ex-CM Raman Singh and BJP Chhattisgarh chief
Arun Sao release the manifesto in Raipur on Friday. P11

The move is significant as the
number of women who voted in
the 2018 elections was almost
equal to the number of men.
The party has promised to
“expedite” the work of filling
one lakh vacant posts in govern-
ment. Though the manifesto
does not provide a timeframe,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
in his speech said two years.
A total of 18 lakh poor peo-
ple will get Awas Yojna
(housing scheme) benefits. The
Congress recently announced
17.5 lakh people will get
it Another ambitious announce-
ment is the promise to provide
tap water in every house within
two years.
Tendu leaves will be bought
forRs 5,500 per sack, whichis
athousand rupees more than the
presentrate.. While Congress has
announced Rs 4,000 bonus per
year to families selling tendu
leaves, BJP announced Rs 4,500
bonus. Tendu patta seenas “green
gold” is a big voting factor for
many tribes for whom there are

29reserved seats.
Rs 10,000 to landless farm-
ers, similar an announce-
ment made by Rahul Gandhiata
rally in Kawardha on October 29.
A promise of free health
service up to Rs 10 lakh and
500 more centres for subsidised
medicines. The Congress too
made an almost identical an-
nouncement recently.
The BJP has announced it
will probe the alleged Public
Service Commission (PSC) scam.
Another promise is to change the
examination to a UPSC format.
Baghel made a similar statement
in an interview to The Indian
Express recently.
To help youngsters run new
businesses, a 50% subsidy
will be provided along with an
interest-free loan.

1 Gas  cylinder
Rs 500.

Among other promises are devel-
oping four cities on the lines of
Delhi-NCR, Rs 1.5 lakh to new-
born girls from poor families etc.

for

‘When we say Shivraj is most
popular... does Cong object? No
talk of change in leadershlp

DIVYAA&LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 3

PRAHLAD PATEL is one of the
three Union ministers the BJP
has fielded in the Madhya
Pradesh Assembly elections
apart from Narendra Singh
Tomar and Faggan Singh
Kulaste. This is seen as a
move that has blown the field
wide open for the choice of
chief minister if the BJP returns
to power.

Inawide-ranging interview,
Patel discusses the BJP’s chances
in the elections and the
Congress. Excerpts:

You say you are 100% sure the
BJP will form the
government.

We have corrected the mis-
takes we made in the last elec-
tions (2018). This time, we have
introduced several welfare pro-
grammes for the poor and other
sections of society. The Central
government has even com-
pleted 70% of the Jal Jeevan
Mission programmes. People
compare us with the Kamal
Nath government. Despite the
money that came, his govern-
ment used just 2.5% of it to im-
plement projects.

THEEXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
PRAHLAD PATEL
UNION MINISTER FOR FOOD
PROCESSING INDUSTRIES

People say Kamal Nath did not
getenough time...

You can’t say that for a (sea-
soned) politician like Kamal Nath.
He has been in politics for a long
time. He was a Cabinet minister.
How much time does he need to
understand the system? We say
Kamal Nath is a thaka hua neta
(exhausted leader).

Ground reports suggest there
is a craving for change. How

doyou overcome that?

The Congress tried to create
a perception that there is a de-
sire for change or that there is fa-
tigue with the CM. There are
deepening conflicts between
leaders as Kamal Nath and
Digvijaya Singh are unable to
stand united.

Is the party considering any
leadership changes?

When we claim that Shivraj
Singh Chouhan is today the
most popular minister in
Madhya Pradesh, doyou see the
Congress disputing that? So,
there is no discussion about
leadership change.

How did Ram Mandir
become a poll issue?
This has come from the
Congress side. Kamal Nathji tried
to create a controversy when PM
Modi tweeted about attending
the Ram Mandir consecration cer-
emony. When Kamal Nath ji says
that his party’s PM (Rajiv Gandhi)
opened the doors to the temple,
he doesn’t mention that his party
also gave an affidavitin court that
Lord Ramis a myth. They did that
on the Ram Janambhoomi and
Ram Setu issues.
FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

Ex-Cong state chief faces tribal
anger, divisions within party

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
KONDAGAON,NOVEMBER 3

MONTHS AFTER he was re- CHHATTISGARH g(}alljllzlation 3i3c3t})6r§t9e
moved as Chhattisgarh Congress P -

chief, Mohan Markam s looking o

at a stiff contest in Kondagaon ‘5/30{(;1 en 36%21"?31‘9n0ut
(ST-reserved), as much due to voters in2018

differences with other party
leaders as for the tribal anger
that has turned against the state

government. P VOTESHARESINPASTPOLLS (%)
Made Minister for School

Education, Development of SCs, Party 2013 ; 2018

Scheduled Tribes STs, OBCs and Mohan Markam,Cong 44.6 4324

minorities when he was di- 588 38 Lata Usendi, BJP 433 3915

vested of the PCC chief's post, Total  New e s

Markam, 56, is facing stiff com-
petition from former BJP minis-
ter Lata Usendi from Kondagaon,
which falls in the Bastar region
and will vote on November 7.
While Markam defeated Usendi
in 2018, it had been by a margin
of only 1,796 votes. In third place
were NOTA votes.

Speculation had been rife
that Markam's removal as
Congress state chief in July was
owing to differences with Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
Markam had taken over as PCC
chief from Baghel in 2019.
However, the official reason the
Congress gave was the end of
Markam's term.

Usendi, 49, is a two-time
MLA, whose father was also a BJP
legislator. She had defeated

KONDAGAON IN NUMBERS

booths booths

216 Naxal-sensitive booths

Source: Election Commission

Markam in 2008, before losing
tohimin 2013 and 2018.

While like last time, there are
several candidates in the fray,
queering the pitch for Markam,
the bigger trouble he facesis be-
cause of two factors — of them
the biggest is a possible loss of
tribal vote in an area where over
60% of the voters are STs.

Christian tribals have faced
several incidents of violence, al-
legedly at the hands of their
Hindu counterparts, in recent
years and have come together
with tribals who do not identify
with any established religion .

Apart from tribal anger,

LADLI REHNA

Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan in Tikamgarh district’s Khargapur on Friday. P11

Markam is expected to face re-
sistance from within, with talk
that a senior Congress leader
with whom he has an old dis-
pute is discretely campaigning
against him. Markam says he is
not worried. “People are smart.
They vote for whoever they want
to... | know the local issues and
have defeated Usendi twice.” On
the tribal vote, Markam says they
"won't split”.

Usendi is equally confident.
“Markam has failed to keep his
promises. There is no road in a
village in his own backyard.
People are angry as he hasn’t
done any development work.

Vasundhara Raje in Jhalawar Friday. She also went on to
look back at her long innings in the district. Facebook

Raje admires son’s

progress:

‘[feel I

can retire now’

Ex-CM thanks people of Jhalawar,
her turf, for ‘teaching’ Dushyant well

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 3

SENIOR BJP leader and former
Rajasthan chief minister
Vasundhara Raje Friday said
that she feels she can retire now,
and that her MP son Dushyant

Singh had learnt the ropes.

Addressing a rally in
Jhalawar district, from where
sheisan MLA and is contesting
again, soon after Dushyant had
spoken, Raje said: “Mujhe lag
raha hai ke ab mein retire ho ja
sakti hoon (I feel I can retire
now). After listening to the
sansad saheb, I felt that you
have taught him well - kuch
pyaar sey, kuch aankh dikha ke
(sometimes with love, other
times with admonishment)...
You (the people) have set him
on such a path that I will not

have to get after him.”

Raje went on to look back
atherlong innings in Jhalawar,
firstas aJhalawar MPand then
as an MLA from Jhalrapatan,
the constituency she holds and

is contesting from again.

Her remarks come atatime
when her future in the state BJP
remains a matter of conjecture,
with the central leadership that
has been at odds with her re-
sisting the demand to project

her as the party's CM face.

In her speech, Raje went on
to praise the party district pres-
identand local MLAs. Currently,
all four Assembly seats in
Jhalawar — Dag, Jhalrapatan,
Khanpur and Manohar Thana

— are held by BJP MLAs.

The former CM said that
most candidates are tied down
to their constituencies after fil-
ing their nomination. “But how
fortunate are we that after filing
nominations, there is no need
(for me to campaign locally),

NUMBER SPEAK

MAXIMUMIN 33-63

CHHATTISGARH’S SITTING LEGISLATORS:

and you just call me foraday or
two,” Raje said, adding that this
had been the case every time.

She had shared the joys and
sorrows and ups and downs
with the people of the region,
Raje said. “The biggest thing is
thatyouneverleft myside,” she
said, going on to mention mo-
mentous events from her life
such as Dushyant’s wedding,
her mother ‘Rajmata’ Vijaya Raje
Scindia and brother Madhavrao
Scindia's deaths, and the birth of
her grandchildren.

She also thanked the peo-
ple for supporting her through
the Covid pandemic, and the
entire last five years.

While the BJP may not be
projecting her, Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot continues to
consistently attack Raje. On
Friday, he challenged her to a
debate on the Congress party’s
seven guarantees.

This came a day after Raje
said: “Jiski khud ki warranty
nahin hai, woh kahe ki guarantee
hum logon ko dene ka kaam kar
raha hai? Iske baare mein kabhi
sochne ki zarurat hai (The one
whodoesn'thave any warranty
of his own, why is he trying to
give guarantees to us? There is
aneed to think about it).”

Gehlot has announced that
if the Congress returns to
power, it will guarantee Rs
10,000 annually to women
heads of families; extend the
subsidised cylinder scheme to
1.05 crore families; purchase
cattledung atRs 2 per kg; pro-
vide English-medium educa-
tion to every student; ensure
laptop or tablet for first-year
government college students;
get legal backing for the Old
Pension Scheme; and extend
the Chiranjeevi Aapda Bima
Guarantee with insurance up
toRs 15 lakh.

AGE GROUP

I HErREBY DECLARE
BHUPESH IMMOVABLE ASSETS and charge-sheeted by CBI
BAGHEL,63 32118 CRORE for offences under IPCand IT
gzz‘g:?ls;gz hom including_agricult;ural, . Act; no conviction yet
contesting commercial & residential SOURCE OF INCOME
from Patan properties (k2159 crorein2018)  Salary, agriculture, interest
MOVABLE ASSETS LIABILITIES EDUCATION
(including of spouse) {28.83 LAKH Graduation and PG from
{4.21 CRORE CRIMINAL CASES P Ravishanker Shukla
(Rs 1.47 crore in 2018) Two 2017 casesinvestigated  University, Raipur

Azhar pads up for seat Congress lost last two times

MANOJCG &
SREENIVAS JANYALA
NEW DELHI, HYDERABAD,
NOVEMBER 3

A TICKET from the Jubilee Hills
Assembly seat for the coming
Telangana elections marks a re-
turn to active politics for former
star batsman and India team
captain Mohammed
Azharuddin. It's been a string of
ups and downs for the 60-year-
old, much like in his fabled crick-
eting career.

After his playing days were
cut short by match-fixing allega-
tions in 2000, Azharuddin had
taken a plunge into politics by
joining the Congress on the eve
of the 2009 Lok Sabha elections.

The party fielded him from the
Moradabad seat in Uttar Pradesh,
which he won by a huge margin
of nearly 50,000 votes.

That was the last big perform-
ance by the party in the state,
whenitwon atotal of 21 seats, in
an election that returned the
Manmohan Singh-led UPA gov-
ernment back to power. Its nadir
was the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, when the Congress lost
evenits stronghold Amethi, with
Rahul Gandhi as candidate.

As an MP though,
Azharuddin's performance was
abysmal. In five years, he took
partin only two debates, in com-
parison to the national partici-
pation average of 37.9% for MPs,
and the average of 43.9% for
Uttar Pradesh MPs.

EPHPEF..HE]ISS.CDHI

Former India cricketer Mohammed Azharuddin at a recent
campaign event. He is in the fray from Jubilee Hills. Facebook

In 2014, the Congress re-
posed faith in him again, this
time fielding him from the Tonk-
Sawai Madhopur constituency

in Rajasthan. However,
Azharuddin could not withstand
the Narendra Modi wave. In fact,
all the 25 seats in Rajasthan were

won by the BJP in both 2014 and
(withits ally)in 2019.

Despite retreating from poli-
ticsafter the 20141loss, Azharuddin
was keen on a ticket in 2019 too.
However, he could not get the
ticket from Secunderabad in
Telangana, as he wanted. It was
said at the time that former MP
Anjan Kumar Yadav, who was
then the president of the Greater
Hyderabad Congress Committee,
was opposed to his nomination.

Azharuddin, though, re-
tained his place with the central
Congress leadership, and in
2021, was appointed as one of
the five working presidents of
the Telangana party unit.

Now, for the first time, the for-
mer cricketer will be taking the
field from his home ground,

Telangana. Party sources said that
Azharuddin has been taking in-
terestin Hyderabad politics since
last year; and has got at least
partly what he wanted, as Jubilee
Hills falls in the Secunderabad
Lok Sabha segment.

The Telangana Congress be-
lieves Azharuddin has a good
chance from Jubilee Hills, whichis
currently represented by Maganti
Gopinath of the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS). The Congress last
won the seat in 2009.

The ticket to Azharuddin,
however, has resulted in the de-
fection of P Vishnuvardhan
Reddy, the Congress winner
from the seatin 2004 and 2009,
to the BRS. Reddy lost the last
two times from the seat to
Gopinath.
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Gyanvapi: SCrejects plea
against withdrawal of case
from single-judge bench

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
dismissed a plea by the Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid Committee
challenging Allahabad High Court
Chief Justice Pritinker Diwaker’s
order withdrawing the Gyanvapi
mosque case from a single-judge
bench before which it was pend-
ing. The committee manages the
mosque in the Gyanvapi complex
inVaranasi.

“There are grounds by the
Chief Justice. We will leave it at
that,” Chief Justice of IndiaD Y
Chandrachud, presiding over a
three-judge bench, said while re-
fusing to interfere with the August
28 High Court order.

Chief Justice Diwaker had
withdrawn the case from the sin-
gle bench of Justice Prakash Padia,
acting on a complaint filed by the
counsel for one of the parties on
July 27,2023.

Appearing for the mosque
committee, senior advocate
Huzefa Ahmadi said the matterin
which the committee had chal-
lenged the maintainability of suits
filed by Hindu worshippers seek-
ing the right of worship in the
mosque was withdrawn from the
bench of Justice Padia citing pro-
cedural reasons, after he had re-
served the judgment on August
25.

Religious places
cannot burst

crackers at odd
hours: Kerala HC

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 3

OBSERVING THAT prima facie,
there is no commandment in
any holy book to burst crackers
for pleasing god, the Kerala High
Court Friday directed all district
collectors in the state to issue in-
structions to ensure that “hence-
forth, no crackers shall be burst
inreligious places at odd time.

The bench of Justice Amit
Rawal, in an interim order,
stated: “I thus direct the Deputy
Collector, with the Assistance of
the Commissioner of Police,
Cochin and other districts, to
conduct raids in all religious
places and take into possession
crackersillegally stored in all re-
ligious places and issue instruc-
tions that henceforth, no crack-
ers shall be burst in religious
places at odd time as prima fa-
cie, there is no commandment
in any of the holy books to burst
crackers for pleasing the God.”

The court was hearing a plea
torefrain from granting permit to
the Marattil Kottaram Bhagavathy
Temple at Maradu from carrying
out fireworks at the temple in con-
nection with a festival.

The court asked all District
Collectors to comply with the or-
der. “It is made clear that in case
after today’s order, if (there is)
bursting of crackers, the court may
be compelled toinitiate contempt
proceedings,” the court said.

As per Chief Justice Diwaker’s
order, Justice Padia had heard the
matter firstin 2021 and reserved it
for judgment on March 15, 2021,
but the judgment was never de-
livered. Thereafter, it was re-heard
by Justice Padia in 2022. He took
up the matter again on August 25,
2023, and reserved the judgment.

The Chief Justice’s order noted
that after 2021, “the cases...contin-
ued to be listed before” Justice
Padia, though he had “ceased to
have jurisdiction in the matter as
per roster”. It pointed out that as
per an administrative order of the
Chief Justice, dated December 16,
2013, the appropriate course of ac-
tion in such a situation was to
place the matter before the Chief
Justice, who would take a call, but
this was not done.

On Friday, Ahmadi told the
Supreme Court that “itis very, very
unfair to the learned judge”. He
contended that all parties ap-
peared before the judge for 75
postings without raising any sem-
blance of an objection on the point
of jurisdiction. “The so-called im-
propriety thatis being pointed out
is the judge hearing the matter
with consent of parties, all
through 2022,” the senior counsel
argued.

Ahmadi said the timing of the
complaint was also significant.
“Only after it has been heard and
you see the way the wind is blow-
ing. Thisis directly a perversionin

MARATHA QUOTA STIR

the administration of justice,” he
contended.

CJI Chandrachud, however,
pointed out that the High Court
Chief Justice “has indicated rea-
sons” in his August 28 order.
Referring to the 2013 administra-
tive direction, the CJI said the par-
ties had the option to go before the
Chief Justice and say this has been
heard very substantially and the
Chief Justice would have allowed
them to go back to the same judge.

The CJI added that what was
said by the High Court Chief Justice
inpara 11 and 12 of his order “puts
a sort of disquiet in our mind.
What the (] has said in those two
parasis enough for us to affirm the
order”.

The High Court, in para 11 and
12, said that as per areport of the
registry, “the records of these
cases were never sent to the par-
ent section in the registry for the
procedures to be followed for list-
ing of the cases in terms of the ap-
plicable orders, both on the ad-
ministrative side and the judicial
side” but “remained in the cham-
bers of the learned Judge and the
cases were listed on the instruc-
tions of Bench Secretary and the
officials attached to His
Lordship’s chambers”.

“Extraordinary. Never hap-
pens. Records are always sent back
to the Registry. Never kept in the
chamber of the judge,” the (JI said
while dismissing the plea.

Patil: Gave govt time till
December 24, not Jan 2

MANOJ MORE
PUNE,NOVEMBER 3

ADAY after he ended his nine-day
fast following a discussion with a
government delegation, Maratha
quota activist Manoj Jarange Patil
Friday clarified that he has set a
December 24 deadline for the gov-
ernment to provide Kunbi caste
certificates to all Marathas, and not
January 2.

“The deadline given to the gov-
ernment is December 24. Thisisin
writing. We have given them a
time-bound deadline. Since the
government delegation was de-
manding two months’ time, they
must have assumed the deadline
to be January 2,” Patil told re-
porters at a hospital in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar where he was ad-
mitted after his fast ended.

Doctors at the hospital said
there was swelling in his kidney
and liver and it would take a few
days for him to recover.

Patil added that he has specif-
ically said that December 24 is the
deadline by which the Shinde
Committee onreservation should
complete its work.

“We were actually not ready to
even give December 24 as the
deadline. Butldon’t think 7-8 days
will make much of a difference.
Now that the government has said
that it will give reservation to all
Marathas, all poor Marathas will
benefit,” he said.

On Friday, the activist from
Jalna said, “We have faith in the

RATION DISTRIBUTION SCAM

Victim of BJP conspiracy... Mamata
aware: Arrested Bengal minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 3

BENGAL FOREST Minister
Jyotipriya Mallick, who has been
arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in connection
with an alleged ration scam, said
on Friday while being taken for a
medical check-up that heis a
“victim of BJP’s conspiracy” and
that TMC chief Mamata Banerjee
and party leader Abhishek
Banerjee are “aware of what is
going on”.

Mallick’s remarks came after
the Chief Minister held a press
conference in Nabanna, the state
secretariat, backing her minister
and targeting the BJP for using
central agencies to harass her
party leaders.

Mallick was arrested by ED in
the early hours of October 27 and
sent to 10-day custody. After a
brief stay in a private hospital, he
is now being interrogated at the
ED office at CGO complex, Salt
Lake.

“I am innocent. The BJP has
conspired. I am with my party.

Mallick’s
remarks
came after
the West
Bengal CM
backed him

am with Mamata Banerjee and
Abhishek Banerjee. They know
everything. Within two days, the
truth will come out,” said Mallick
while he was taken out of CGO
complex by ED officers for a rou-
tine health check-up.

When Banerjee was asked
about hisarrest during a press con-
ference on Wednesday, she said,
“This is a political question. This is
not the appropriate platformtoan-
swer. My party will answer. Of
course, he is our minister. Do you
know how we worked for digital
ration cards? How we cancelled
one crore false ration cards? For
other legal questions,  will not an-
swer. They will defend them-
selves... Arvind (Kejriwal) ko bhi
notice bheja... Five to six MPs are

qpﬂper..ner.;ss.cnm

The activist
ended his
faston
Thursday

government but if the government
does not keep its word, then it will
find it difficult to tackle our future
agitations. If the situation devel-
ops, we will go to Mumbai. .. It will
be a peaceful agitation but with
full force. We will choke Mumbai.”

Meanwhile, Shiv Sena (UBT)
MP Sanjay Raut said the state gov-
ernment sought time till January
2 because it knows that it will not
last till then.

“Jarange Patil set a deadline of
December 24 but the government
sought time till January 2. But by
December 31, the state govern-
ment will fall, which only shows
the government is not ready to
take responsibility. Jarange Patil
knows this unconstitutional gov-
ernment will not survive and
therefore he gave the December
24 deadline. The government also
knows by December 31, it will
have to shut its shop.”

The Supreme Court has di-
rected Maharashtra Assembly
Speaker Rahul Narwekar to decide
by December 31 the disqualifica-
tion petitions filed following the
rebellion and the subsequent split
in the Shiv Sena camp, last year.

saying that their phones have been
hacked...” The state opposition
meanwhile took a dig at the CM
following Mallick’s remarks.

“There is such a huge ration
scam which is being unearthed.
Huge unaccounted money and
properties are being found. Still
he is talking big. However, one
thing he said is right - that
Mamata Banerjee and Abhishek
Banerjee know everything. BJP
has nothing to do with it. The
probe is being done under direc-
tions of the court,” said Rahul
Sinha, BJP state leader.

On October 27, the ED had
conducted search operations at
Jyotipriya Mallick’s residence
and seven other locations in con-
nection with a case related to al-
leged corruption in ration distri-
bution. Mallick served as the
Food Supplies Minister from
2011 to 2021, a period during
which the alleged irregularities
inration distribution reportedly
occurred.

On October 31st, ED officials
began questioning Mallick, a day
after he was discharged from a
private hospital in Kolkata.

Stalin aide and TN Minister E'V Velu's premises searched by I-T

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,NOVEMBER 3

THE INCOME Tax Department
has conducted extensive searches
at premises linked to key political
figures in Tamil Nady, including
the state’s Minister for Public
Works Department, Highways

and Minor Ports, E V Velu. The
crackdownbegan early on Friday,
covering 37 locations across the
state.

The searches started at 6.30
am, focusing on Tiruvannamalai,
including the house of Velu in
Kilnachipattuvillage, and various
educational institutions such as
medical and engineering colleges

associated with his family mem-
bers. The Income Tax officials
were escorted by personnel from
the Central Reserve Police Force.

Asenior [-T official said there
were 13 locations searched in
Chennai besides many in
Coimbatore, Tiruvannamalai
and Karur. The searches were in
progress until late Friday

evening.

As news of the raids spread,
a significant number of DMK
cadres and supporters of Velu,
72, gathered outside his resi-
dence in support of him.

The ED previously targeted
close aides of Tamil Nadu
Minister Senthil Balaji in
September as part of an alleged

cash-for-jobs scam, resulting in
the minister's arrest on June 14.
October also saw raids on prop-
erties associated with DMK MP
S Jagathrakshakan.

Veluwas previously searched
in March 2021, before the state
elections, over alleged com-
plaints of significant cash move-
ment during the campaigns.
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the name you can BANK upon !

Email:cs8261@pnb.co.in,

"SASTRA DIVISION' Line Bazar,2nd Floor
Opposite Sadar Hospital,Purnea-854301

E- Auction
Sale Notice

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets

and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provison to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Maotice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower qs%’;nd Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property morgagedicharged to the Secured Creditor, the
I

constructive/physicall symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised

cer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be soid on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is" on the

date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and quarantor (s). The reserve price and the eamest money deposit will be
as menlioned in the table below against the respective properties.

& | Mame of the branch Location & details of the property Date of Notice w's 13(2) - Reserved EMD Date and time

Mo | Name & Address of the Borrower Date of Notice us Price of E-Auction
| Guarantors 13(4) Symbolic/Physical

Possession

1. | M's SHREE KALUCOLD STORAGE LTD. | EOUITABLE MORTGASE OF LAND AND ELILDING WITH HYROTHECATION OF | Re. B0936352.00 1. Re.530.73 |1. Rs.53.08 Email = cs8269@pnb.co.in
1 AMAR CHAND BAID PLANT & MACHINERIES AND OTHER ASSETS OF THE UNIT STANDING INTHE | 13(2)-13.11.2014 : Lakh (LP). LakhiLP). | Date / Time of E-Auction -
g-;‘;ﬂ;ﬁm‘ﬁmﬂ'ﬂn NAME OF WS SHREE KALU COLD STORAGE FVT, LTD., MOUZA - MARANGA, | 13(4) -03.02. 2015 with furtherinterest 2 Rg 3673 |2, Rs.3.67 23.11,2023, 10.30 AM TO
4 NEERAJBAID THANANO. 110 K.HAT, PARGANA - HRWELI, DISTT - PURNEA, DEEDND. 4469 | cosls and others charges and| . HYPO).| Lakh(HYPO). 04.00 PM
1 Add : TEXTILE MILL AGENCIES OF 2011, INDUSTRIAL PLOT NO.GB (A), SURVEY - 45%4(P), 4585(P), 4596, B*@WEWEW": EMD AC : 0054 2031 71160
KHUSKI BAGH PURNEA BIHAR "| 4557(P), 4599(P). 4582(P), AREA 70,000 SQ.FT. BOUNDARIES: NORTH - M/S | Physical Possession IFS - BUNBDOOS120
PURNEA  BIHAR - B54305 PUNDRA HARBALS, SOUTH - INDUSTRIAL PLOT NO. 70, EAST ~INDUSTRIAL | NEC Staus Not Known, :

2. Add : PLOT NO. 69(A) MARANGA | ROAD, 6007 WEST - INDUSTRIAL PLOTNO.70.
INDUSTRIALAREA, PURNEA, BIHAR | 2. Hypothecation of all Plant & Machinery, Furniture & Fixture
BO: Purnea (005120,

2, [ W/s NAINCY AUTO SPARE & TYRES. Residential land and buiding standing in the name of Smt. Nita Sah wio S Kamal | Rs. 6382113.00 Email - cs8261 @pnb.coin
Sri Kamal Kishar Szha sio Late Dull Kishore Sah as deed No. 16857 dated 28.12 2002, Khata No. 1447, Knesra No. | 13(2)- 25.10.2017 DatalTime of E-Auction :
Chand Saha (Prap.) : 1638, Mouza - Maranga, Thana Mo, 110, P.S- K. Hat, Distt.- Pumea, Measuring an | 13(4)-26.12.2017 23.11.2023,10.30 AM TO
I:Sgt. Mita Sah wio Sn Kamal Kisher Sah | prag 2 Hatha, with further inerast costs and othars [RS- 34.54 Lakh (Rs. 5.45 Lakh 04.00 PM.

Laranior aha nd th EMD AC : 2331003171160
: |gﬁa EXPEnERE INersan,
1. Add ; A-Block, Ambedsar Market Bus ETH‘I'?D"E Possession IFS : FUNBI293100
Stand, Pumea - 854301 HEC Staus Mot Known.
BO: Purnea Manju Complex (293100) o2

1. Onreceipt ofthe eamest money, the user IDVpassword mandatory for e-auction) of the tenderer will be received on his valid email ID.
2. Tender sale will be onling through websile: www.ibapLin and E-mail is ¢s8261@pnb.co.in
3. The sealed tender will be depositad with the above authorized officer, Punjab National Bank, Pumea Latest by 20.11.2023 at 5 PM with demand draft for the eamest money, payable in favor ofthe authorized
officer, Punjab National Bank, Purnea. Eamest maney can also be deposited by NEFT/RTIGS in E-auction under SARFAES account,
4. Tenders received late for any reason will be considered cancelled and they will not be allowed to participate in the auction process. The Authorized Officer reserves the nght to cancell accept/postponedireject any
tender and amend the terms and conditions of sale without assigning any reason. The bank reserves the right o participate in this auction. For information related to the property, manager/Senior Manager of Above
mention, branchs can be contacted on any banking working day, as well as inspection of the property can be done on any banking working day.
5. Increase of minimum bid will be Rs. 10000/- Amutual bid will be conducted between the tenderers, if necessary on the discrefion of the authorized officer. For any other information, concemed branch manager can

be contacted.

6. After acceptance of the offer, 25% of the sale amount (other than the eamest money) will have to be deposited immediatety and the outstanding amount will have to be deposited within 15 days from the date of
acceptance. Failure to adhere the above mentioned time peniod, deposited amount will be for fedtured by the bank.

7. The successful tenderer will have to deposit the remaining 75% of the money within 15 days after ensuring the sale of the property, otherwise deposited amount will be forfeited.

8. Ifthe outstanding amaunt with all expenses will e deposited in bank by the borower or quarantars, the bank may cancel the auction on or before the day of the bidding.

9. Successful tenderers will have to bear all the stamp and registration fees and other expenses themselves for getting the property registered. The bank is not under any obligation for any dues of government, non-
govemment, society, etc. onthe property.

10.5ale cerificate related to sake of property will be issued in the name of the tenderer.

11. All statutory dues/ attendant charges! other dues including registration charges, stamp duty, taxes, statutory liability arrears of property tax, electricity dues efc. shall have to be bome by the

purchaser.

12. For detailed term and conditions ofthe sale, please referwww.ibapi.in, www.mstcecommerce.com, https:/leprocure.gov.infepublish/app & www.pnbindia.in

Date : 04.11.2023
Place : Purnea

For other conditions, information can be had from the website of bank www.ibapi.in.

BUSINLESS
CONNLECI]

Authorized Officer
Sastra Head, Purnea

Bihar offering Favourable Environment for Investment

The right time to invest in Bihar!
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SHOW OF SOLIDARITY

AFTER Avideo of Congress's Madhya Pradesh unit chief Kamal
Nath suggesting that party workers angry over not getting
Assembly poll tickets should tear party leader Digvijaya Singh’s
clothes went viral, there seems to be a concerted effort to por-
tray an image of unity in the state Congress. Singh is regularly
seen sitting in Nath's office for party work. When a local Hindi
daily reporter asked Nath about any acrimony between the
two leaders, the latter walked out of the room and returned
with Singh in a minute. He told the reporter to ask Singh the
same question. Both the leaders laughed over the question,
putting up a united, happy front for the media.

FIRST HURDLE

DELHI POLICE'S proposal to build a new headquarters for its
Special Cell unit in Lodhi Colony, after demolishing the exist-
ing office there, hit a roadblock recently when the Ministry of
Home Affairs asked the force to send a revised estimate of its
budget of around Rs 368 crore. Delhi Police, which was ex-
pecting the MHA to forward its proposal to the finance min-
istry for the final approval as the Cabinet Committee on
Security chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi had ap-
proved the proposal, is now back to the drawing board to get

MHA's clearance.

0.4 magnitude quake hits
western Nepal, tremors
felt in northern India

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 3

AN EARTHQUAKE of magnitude
6.4 in western Nepal triggered
strong tremors in Delhi and
northern India, sending people
rushing out of their homes late
at night on Friday.

The earthquake, which was
centred near the western tem-
ple town of Jumla in Nepal,
struck around 11:32 pm, India’s
National Centre for Seismology
(NCS) said. The impact of the
earthquake in Nepal was notim-
mediately known.

This was the second earth-
quake measuring more than 6in
Nepal in the last one month. On
October 2, a quake of magnitude

6.2 had hit the country.

Friday’s earthquake was the
strongest in Nepal in more than
eightyears. The April 2015 earth-
quake had killed close to 10,000
people.

Like the previous month’s in-
cident, the latest quake too was
quite shallow, originating about
10 km below the earth’s surface,
the NCS said. Earthquakes origi-
nating at smaller depths are usu-
ally more powerful and have
more destructive power.

The October 3 earthquake
had not caused any major dam-
age. AReuters report at the time
had said 17 people were injured,
and homes damaged. It had also
triggered a landslide that
blocked a highway, the report
had said.

RIFT BETWEEN INDIA BLOC ALLIES OVER SEAT-SHARING IN MP

Days after hinting at truce, Akhiles
again targe

-

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 3

A DAY after Bihar Chief Minister
and JD(U) supremo Nitish Kumar
indicated unease over the slow
progress in the INDIA alliance and
accused the Congress of failure to
“keep up the momentum” on it,
Samajwadi Party (SP) president
Akhilesh Yadav on Friday made a
scathing attack on Congress as he
said that there was no difference
in the principles and pro-
grammes of Congress and BJP.
Addressing a rally in SC-re-
served Chandla Assembly con-
stituency in Madhya Pradesh in
support of SP candidate
Pushpendra Ahirwar, Akhilesh
said: “BJP, Congress both have
had same principles. Those who
were in the Congress at any time,
they too reached the BJP... and
BJP people reached Congress.”
InMP,where BJPand Congress

SC relief for
two authors of
Adani write-up

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 3

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
granted protection from arrest to
two authors of a write-up in the
wake of the Adani-Hindenburg
issue on the Organized Crime
and Corruption Reporting Project
(OCCRP) portal which claims to
provide “news on corruption and
organised crime”.

The duo — Ravi Nair and
Anand Mangnale — had been
summoned by Gujarat Police in
connection with the write-up to
appear for a preliminary inquiry.

Granting them interim relief,
abench of Justices BR Gavai and
P K Mishra also sought the re-
sponse of the Gujarat police.

Initially, the bench sought to
know why they had directly ap-
proached the SC. Senior
Advocate Indira Jaising who ap-
peared for the authors con-
tended that the question is un-
der what authority of law were
the notices issued by the police.

“The notice is completely
without jurisdiction. They can-
not be driven to go to that place,”
she said.

Jaisingh said the notices were
issued “on the basis of an in-
vestor’s application” but the ap-
plicants had not been provided
with a copy of it.

No. CE/TB-1V/48/2023/01

PRESS NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, PWD
(BUILDING), ASSAM CHANDMARI, GUWAHATI-3.

The Chief Engineer, P.W.D. (Buildings), Assam, on behalf of the Governor of Assam invites bids for the work
detailed in the table below, from contractors having experience in similar nature of work. Details of the bid may be
seen at e-procurement portal website i.e., www.assamtenders.gov.in
The bidders must be enrolled in www.assamtenders.gov.in

JANASANYOG/C/11737/23/04-NOV-23

Nine
Sl. Name of Value ot Completion bid Cost of Bid
No. Work Work Period Security Document
~ T |Redevelopment of Secretariat Complex at Rs. 12 (Twelve) 2% of value of Rs.
Dispur, Guwahati-06 (Package-3-| 10,20,35,391.00 Months |work for General| 20,000/-
Construction of Two Parks, a water body, and 1% of value
Approach Road along with Entrance Gate, of work for
Pass Office and Guard Room) Reserved category

N.B (i) Value of work may vary at the time of uploading the detail NIT for which no claim will be entertained.
(ii) The Press Notice will be a part of the Bidding Document.
(iii) Work order will be issued only after Issue of A/A.

Chief Engineer, PWD (Bldg.)
Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3

Sd/-

Fir- Ta%
FlL ™
s

0-1431

1 Name of work

No of work
Estimated cost
Cassof Contractor.

o B~ W N

Cost of tender paper and mode :
of deposit.
6 Mode of submission of tender

7 EMD and mode of deposit

Government of Odisha
Office of the Chief Construction Engineer,

Rural Works Circle, Sambalpur
E-Mail Id serwcirclesbp@yahoo.com

8 Summary of key dates are provided below :

Bid Identification No. Building Tender Online RWCSBP-40/2023-24 No: 3223 Dated: 2.11.23

The Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Sambalpur on behalf Governor of Odisha invites online percentage rate Bid from
experienced & eligible bidders for 03 (Three) nos of Building work for the year 2023-24.

: Construction of Multi purpose Hall (MPH) in different ULBs of the State.
: 03 (Three) nos of Building work Details as per DTCN.
: Approximately cost Rs. 179.45 lakhs to Rs. 249.02 lakh
: ‘B’& ‘A Class
Rs. 10,000/- per set. (to be deposited On-line) in favour concerned Executive Engineer.

: Tender should be submitted only On line in website www.tendersorissa.gov.in. (https//tendersodisha.gov.in)
1 1% of estimated cost of the work to be remitted online as mentioned in DTCN.

| Procurement Officer Bid Identification | Availability of Tender Last date & time | Date & Time of opening
No. on-line for bidding for seeking | of tender [
From | To clarification  Yechnical Bid | Financial Bid|
[ 1 : 2 3 ; 4 [ 5 ' 6 7 |
Chief Construction Building Tender | 09.11.2023 23112023 | 22.10.2023 2411.2023 | '
Engineer, Rural Works | Online RWCSBP-40/ at up to up to at . To be
Circle, Sambalpur 2023-24 11.00 A.M. 5.00 P.M. 5.00 P.M. 11.00A.M.  intimated later

*Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal www.tendersorissa.gov.in. (https//tendersodisha.gov.in)

* Subsequent modification/ corrigendum/ Addendum if required shall appear in website only.
* The amount put to bid is exclusive of GST.
* Bidder should inspect the road before bidding and quote his rate accordingly.

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Sambalpur

OIPR-25091/11/0060/2324

ts Congress: ‘S

Akhilesh Yadav in Chandli, Madhya Pradesh. @samajwadiparty

have largely ruled in the past,
Yadav said that nothing has
changed inthe state. “Hencel have
come to appeal to you for change
and for a new path,” he said. “If
you lookin depth, there is no dif-
ference between Congress and
BJP, or their programmes and
principles.”

Continuing his attack on
Congress, Yadav said discussions

were held with the Congress for
an alliance in the MP Assembly
elections and that analliance was
expected. “But it is good that
Congress betrayed early. If they
had betrayed later, SP could not
have contested the elections in
Madhya Pradesh,” Yadav said ac-
cording to arelease issued by the
party. SP has announced candi-
dates for 72 seats in MP.

Yadav also attacked Congress
state president and former CM
Kamal Nath for failure on alliance
discussions. “What can be ex-
pected from someone who has
‘Kamal’in his name. If he will not
speak like the BJP, then what else
he will do?” Yadav said.

Last month, the war of words
between SP and the UP Congress
had intensified over the alliance
in MP. However, Akhilesh later
hinted that tensions with the
Congress might see a resolution
and said he had “received a mes-
sage from the topmost Congress
leader, and will have to accept it”.
He also suggested the SP would
always stand with the Congress.

When asked about a fresh at-
tack on Congress by Akhilesh, SP
spokesperson Rajendra
Chaudhary said, "No change had
happened after the talks (be-
tween Akhilesh and top Congress
leaders). Congress did not agree
to give us even 2-3 seats in MP.”

Yechury: With INDIA to fight BJP
nationally, no TMC tie-up in Bengal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE ' .

KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 3

CPI(M) GENERAL secretary
Sitaram Yechury on Friday said
they would continue their fight
against the BJP at the national
level under the banner of
Opposition INDIA alliance but a
tie-up with the TMC in West
Bengal was out of question.
Addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of the party's West Bengal
committee meeting in Howrah,
Yechury said, “Today, our politi-
cal and ideological project is to
save the secular and democratic
fabric of the republic for a better
future. All non-BJP parties must

CPI(M)gen
secy was
speaking at
a party meet
in Howrah

come together to do this.”

On the CPI(M) members
questioning the presence of
Mamata Banerjee-led party in
the INDIA bloc, Yechury said the
CPI(M) leadership has always
maintained that the TMC cannot
be an alternative to the BJP. “If we
have to save India and its people,
we have to separate the BJP from
controlling government power
and state power," he said.

The TMC compromises with
the BJP-led NDA if such a situa-
tion arises, he alleged.

“If we have to save India and
its people, we have to separate
the BJP from controlling the gov-
ernment and state power. You
enlist the support of whoever is
willing at this moment, being
fully aware that it will not be
consistent, there can also be be-
trayals on the way," Yechury said.

Hitting out at the BJP and the
RSS, Yechury said, “You assault
reason and rationality... Blind
faith and belief are exactly what
they want for their fascistic proj-
ect to advance. They resort to
gimmickery to divert the atten-
tion of people.”

Army’s approach of denying
women officers empanelment
as colonel arbitrary: Top court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 3

ORDERING A fresh exercise in
two weeks, the Supreme Court
on Friday took exception to the
manner in which the Army au-
thorities  assessed  the
Confidential Records of women
officers for their empanelment
as colonels.

Athree-judge bench presided
by Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud made evident its
displeasure at what it called was
the "arbitrary" attitude of the force
towards promotion of women of-
ficerswho have been granted per-
manent commission following
the March 25, 2021 SC ruling in
Lieutenant Colonel Nitisha'’s case
and subsequent orders.

The court was hearing peti-
tions by women officers who
contended that though the
Nitisha ruling had said that their
entire profile should be consid-
ered, a large portion of their
Confidential Records has been
excluded from consideration,
apparently on the ground of par-
ity with male officers.

As Attorney General R
Venkataramani and Senior
Advocate Col R
Balasubramanium tried to de-
fend the process, the SC said, “In
our view, the manner in which
the cut-off has been applied for
reckoning the CRs forwomen of-
ficers for empanelment as
colonels is arbitrary because it is
contrary to principles laid down
in Nitisha and contrary to policy
framework by Indian Army”.

TRAI to SC: Deactivated mobile
numbers not allocated for 3 mths

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

THE TELECOM Regulatory Auth-
ority of India (TRAI) has told the
Supreme Court that a mobile
number deactivated due to dis-
use or disconnected on the sub-
scriber’s request is not allocated
to a new subscriber for 90 days.
A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and S V N Bhatti was
hearing a plea, by a lawyer from
Tamil Nadu, which flagged the
potential for misuse of WhatsApp

data after the number using it is
deactivated due todisuse. The pe-
tition urged the court to direct
TRAI to stop recycling old or de-
activated mobile numbers.

TRAI told the court thata user
can prevent misuse of
WhatsApp data by deleting the
WhatsApp account linked to the
phone number that the sub-
scriber is giving up.

The bench noted that the pre-
vious subscriber of the number
has to do due diligence to ensure
their privacy is not breached, and
disposed of the petition.

Ii!'
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& Petronet LNG Limited

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
FOR SELECTION OF CONTRACTOR FOR ANNUAL RATE CONTRACT
FOR PROVIDING FIRE FIGHTING SERVICES FOR A PERIOD
OF TWO YEARS AT PETRONET LNG LIMITED, DAHEJ

Interested parties are requested to visit our website www.petroneting.in for
detailed eligibility criteria along with other necessary details for issuance of

Tender document.

Note: PLL reserves the right not to issue the tender document and / or accept
or reject any or all the bids at any stage of the process and/or modify the
process without assigning any reasons on its sole discretion. No separate
notification shall be issued in press. Bidders are requested to visit the website
regularly to keep themselves updated.

Manager (C&P)
PETRONET LNG LIMITED
GIDC Industrial Estate, Plot No. 7/A, Dahej, Taluka Vagra,
Distt. Bharuch - 392130, Dahej, Gujarat, Tel No: 02641-670232/233/235/231
E-mail id:- cnpdahej@petroneting.in, sumitkumar@petroneting.in -

epaper..ner.ss.cnm

The apex court said the policy
framework set out makes it clear
that all Confidential Reports (CR)
after nine years of service were
required to be taken into consid-
eration. It said a cut-off was ap-
plied arbitrarily in the present
case to equate the women officers
with their male counterparts.

The SC also said, “It is impor-
tant to note that the court
recorded in its November 21,
2022 order the statement of
army authorities that 150 vacan-
cies were to be made available
pursuant to our judgement. 108
vacancies have been filled. The
ground of unavailability of vacan-
cies will therefore not be avail-
able,” it said, directed that the
Special Selection Board (SSB) be
reconvened within a fortnight to
consider their empanelment.
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» Modi, Sunak
ame as B’ discuss Gaza,

FTA progress

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi and his British counterpart
Rishi Sunak had a telephonic
conversation on Friday as they
discussed development in West
Asia and conflict between Israel
and Hamas, and expressed deep
concern on terrorism, worsen-
ing security situation and the
loss of civilian lives.

“Both leaders expressed deep
concern at terrorism, worsening
security situation and the loss of
civilian lives. They agreed on the
need for regional peace, security,
stability and continued human-
itarian assistance,” the PMO said
in a statement.

Modi congratulated Sunak
on the successful completion of
one year in office and they wel-
comed progress being made for
an early conclusion of amutually
beneficial Free Trade Agreement,
according to the statement.

In a post on X, Modi said,
"Earlier this evening, spoke to UK
PM Rishi Sunak. Discussed
means to strengthen bilateral re-
lations and exchanged views on
the situation in West Asia. We
agree that there is no place for
terror and violence." He added,
"Death of civilians is a serious

PM Narendra Modi, his UK
counterpart Rishi Sunak. File

concern. Need to work towards
regional peace, security, stability
and continued humanitarian as-
sistance." The statement said the
two leaders reiterated their com-
mitment to continuing to
strengthen bilateral comprehen-
sive strategic partnership, in-
cluding in the areas of trade, in-
vestment, emerging technology,
defence, security, health and
others, officials said.

Theleaders agreed to remain
in touch and exchanged greet-
ings for Diwali, it added.

The PM also spoke to UAE
President Mohamed bin Zayed.
The two leaders discussed the
security scenario and the loss of
civilian lives in the region. “We
agree on the need for early reso-
lution of the security and hu-
manitarian situation and that a
durable regional peace, security
and stability is in everyone's in-
terest,” Modi posted on X.

Women’s quota only
after Census: Plea for
dropping time frame,
SC says very difficult

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

THE SUPREME Court on Friday
said it would be “very difficult”
forit to strike down a part of the
women’s reservation law that
says it will come into effect after
the Census.

A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and SV N Bhatti, which
refused to issue a notice on a
plea moved by Congress leader
Jaya Thakur, that has sought im-
mediate implementation of the
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam,
which seeks to reserve one-
third of the seats in the Lok
Sabha and state assemblies for
women, before next year's gen-
eral election.

Passed by Parliament, the Bill
was signed into law by President
Droupadi Murmu in September.

The bench said there is a pe-
tition pending before the top
courton theissue and it will take
up Thakur's plea along with that
on November 22. “This is a step
taken, whichis a very good step,”

the bench said, as it refused to
accept the argument of senior
advocate Vikas Singh, who ap-
peared on behalf of Thakur.

The lawyer had said it is un-
derstandable that for the grant
of reservation to backward
classes, a census is required for
data collection but wondered
where does the question of a
census arise in the case of
women'’s reservation. Singh said
the part of the law that says it
will be implemented after the
Census is arbitrary and must be
struck down.

“It will be very difficult for the
court todo that,” the bench said.

“We have understood your
argument. You are saying the
census is not required (for
women's reservation). But there
are a whole lot of issues. Seats
will have to be firstreserved...” it
said. Singh then asked for a no-
tice tobeissued and that the plea
be listed with the other matter.

The court said it is not dis-
missing the plea but also not is-
suing a notice and only tagging
it with the pending matter.

No tareekh pe tareekh court:
CJ1 reiterates views against
repeated case adjournments

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

REITERATING HIS call not to
make the Supreme Court a
“tareekh pe tareekh court”, CJI D
Y Chandrachud Friday asked
lawyers “to not seek adjourn-
ments unless really really
necessary”.

“On the one hand matters are
listed on expedited basis, on the
other hand, they are mentioned
(for urgent hearing), then they
get listed and then they are ad-
journed... [ request the mem-
bers of the Bar not to file ad-
journment slips unless it is really
really necessary.ldon’t want this
court to become a ‘tareekh pe
tareekh’ court... It doesn’t send a
good image of our court,” said
the (JIwho was presiding over a
three-judge bench. “It’s perhaps
for the Bar to... take corrective
measures.”

"Tareekh pe tareekh" (re-
peated adjournments) is a fa-
mous dialogue by actor Sunny

Tells Bar
members
not to file
adjournment
slips unless
necessary

xz‘"

Deol from Hindi film Damini in
which the actor plays an advo-
cate.

Citing statistics, the CJI said
“there are 178 adjournment
slips today” and in the last two
months — September and
October — there were a total of
3,688 adjournment requests.
“On the contrary, I find 2,361
matters have been mentioned
since September 2023, which
comprise 15-20% of the freshly
adjourned matters. Per day,
from September 1 to November
3,onan average, 59 matters are
mentioned every day and iron-
ically three times the matters
mentioned are adjourned by cir-
culating adjournment slips.
They are mentioned three times

and get adjourned the moment
the matter comes up for hear-
ing,” the CJI highlighted the
problem.

“Onthe one hand, matters are
listed at an expedited rate. Matters
are mentioned to be listed on
short dates and on the contrary,
adjournments are sought. So
everybody’s pressing for listing
matters on an expedited basis,
they come on board, they are
mentioned and then they are get-
ting adjourned,” he said.

This is not the first time the
CJI has spoken against pleas for
repeated adjournments. In
September 2022, Justice
Chandrachud, while presiding
over a two-judge bench, had re-
fused to adjourn a matter saying,
“We don't want the Supreme
Court to be a'tareekh pe tareekh'’
court. We want to change this
perception.”

In July 2021, he told a coun-
sel who sought adjournment,
“We are not a tareekh pe tareekh
court. We are a hearing court. So
please argue.”
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Flouting air pollution norms: CEAT Tyres, JSW Green
Cement plants in Mumbai slapped ‘closure notices’

Smoke rises from Punjab: In 3
days, 150% jump in farm fires

PRATIP ACHARYA
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 3

IN A major crackdown on indus-
trial sources of air pollution in
Mumbai, the Maharashtra
Pollution Control Board (MPCB)
issued ‘closure notices’ to city-
based units of CEAT Tyres and a
Deonar-based ready-mix cement
(RMC)plant of JSW Green Cement
for flouting air pollution norms
prescribed by the pollution con-
trol body.

Confirming the development,
V M Motghare, joint director,
MPCB, told The Indian Express that
notice has been served to CEAT’s
Bhandup plant on November 2,
and a notice to JSW Green
Cement’s plant was served on
November 1.

“After a thorough inspection,
notices were sent to the industrial
units of Ceat Tyresand JSW Green
Cement in the city. During our
visit, we found out the workshops
of CEAT Tyres weren'tadhering to
the pollution control norms and
thick black smoke was seen com-
ing out from the scrubbers, which
was inviolation of the prescribed
norms. Similarly, the dust mitiga-
tion norms at JSW's plant were
not found to be satisfactory and
we could see dust particles flying
around. Also, they (JSW)were op-
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erating the plant during the night
which is prohibited as per MPCB
guidelines,” Motghare added.

Motghare said that besides
asking the industries to stop their
production, MPCB has also asked
the planning authorities to stop
supply of electricity and water to
these units.

The notices were sent by
MPCB under Section 31A of the Air
(Pollution and Control of
Prevention) Act, 1981 — accord-
ing to this section, the authorities
canissue notices pertaining to clo-
sure of operation of any entity or
industry and can also order dis-
continuation of supply of electric-

gates, streetlights

ASAD REHMAN
VARANASI,NOVEMBER 3

NEW STREETLIGHTS were in-
stalled on Friday on the stretch
near the Karman Baba temple on
the IIT BHU Varanasi campus,
where a girl student was allegedly
molested and disrobed by some
men late Wednesday night. The
incident sparked protests on the
campus on Thursday.

Around 8 pm on Friday, secu-
rity personnel were seen stand-
ing guard every 300 m. While
some students were seen walk-
ing in groups, some preferred to
take a walk or cycle alone.

The girl student had gone fora
walk with a friend from the New
Girls Hostel and was assaulted at
an isolated spot barely 500 m
away. The spot used to be pitch
dark till last night, some students
maintained. Also, new gates were
installed on the campus.

Astudentsaid, “Idon’tblame
these guards. They do their best
but don’t have any authority.
They can't distinguish between
students and outsiders.”

A female student said that
men in cars with tinted windows
come to the campus throug the
day. “They come, misbehave with
girls, and nothing is done. Every
second day, you hear about drunk
driving and eveteasing by out-
siders,” says the student pursuing
an integrated dual degree in
mathematics. Another student,
pursuing PhD, said, “The IIT cam-
pus has become a picnic spot for
anti-social elements. We are not
saying students from the main
BHU campus are behind this. It is
the outsiders who do such things.
We see such people drinking and
cutting birthday cakes.”

A student, who participated
in Thursday’s protests, said,
“There are at least seven gates
to the campus, and most of
them are open for everyone.”
An official at I[IT-BHU claimed

TORTURED BY HOSTEL
STAFF BASED ON CASTE:
IT-MANDI ALUMNUS

Mandi: An IIT-Mandi alum-
nus belonging to the Dalit
community haslevelled alle-
gations of caste-based ha-
rassment against the hostel
staff, police said on Friday.
The Gurugram native victim,
in his complaint, alleged that
during his stay in the IIT hos-
tel, he was tortured and ha-
rassed based on caste by the
catering staff and hostel war-
den, they said. A case was reg-
istered by the police against
five under the SC and ST Act,
1989 at Paddhar Police sta-
tion on Friday, they said. PTI

On the IIT-BHU campus.

Vishal Srivastav

that it was difficult to stop out-
siders from entering the cam-
pus since there are several tem-
ples and a government-run
hospital there.

Following the protests, the IIT-
BHU administration said the IIT
campus will be closed from 10
pmto 5 am foroutsiders and that
a boundary wall will be erected
there. While the announcement
to build the boundary wall was
received well by IIT-BHU stu-
dents, it triggered protestsamong
students on the main campus,
who blocked important intersec-
tions on Friday evening.

AAP MLA ‘untraceable’
after threatening official

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
VADODARA,NOVEMBER 3

AAM AADMI Party (AAP) MLA
and the party’s working presi-
dent in Gujarat, Chaitar Vasava,
was booked on Thursday after he
allegedly threatened forest de-
partment officials and fired one
round in the air with a weapon
at his residence at Dediapada in
Narmada district on October 30.
His wife, his personal assistant
and one more person were ar-
rested in connection with the in-
cident on Friday.

Chaitar, MLA from Dedia-
pada, is untraceable, Narmada SP
Prashant Sumbe said.

He added that the FIR - which
has been classified as “sensitive”
—waslodged on November 2 un-
der IPC sections for rioting, extor-
tion and assault and threatening
a public servant in discharge of
his duty as well as under provi-
sions of the Arms Act.

The three persons arrested
are the MLA’s wife Shakuntala
Vasava; Chaitar’s personal assis-
tant Jitendra and a villager
Ramesh Vasava, who was al-
legedly instructed by forest offi-
cialstoclear his “farm”, as it was
an “enroachment on forest land”.

Police said that forest officials
had asked Ramesh and other vil-
lagers to clear encroachment
from forest land on October 29.

ﬂpﬂper..ner.ass.cnm

ity and water to themin case they
are found to be flouting air pollu-
tion and dust mitigation rules.

When contacted, the spokes-
person with CEAT Tyres declined
to comment. E-mails and mes-
sages sent to the spokesperson of
JSW Green Cement did not elicit
any response.

Besides taking action against
these two plants, MPCB has also
issued guidelines to various other
units including that of Rashtriya
Chemical Fertilizers, Hindustan
Petroleum, Tata Power's thermal
station, Agis Logistics and Sealord
Containers. It has directed the
units of these firms to follow the
environmental norms. It has fur-
ther directed Agis and Sealord to
curtail their production by 50 per
cent and also forfeited their bank
guarantee (submitted to MPCB)
by a significant margin.

The MPCB official said they
have formed nine teams in
Mumbai that are currently taking
actions against violators. Motgh-
are said they are closely monitor-
ing nearly 100 RMC plants opera-
tional across the city. “We have
inspected 40 such plants and are
issuing warning letters to those
not complying with the norms,”
Motghare said.

Meanwhile, on Friday, Mumb-
ai registered an Air Quality Index
(AQI)of 168.
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ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHAR,NOVEMBER 3

PUNJAB ON Friday reported 1,551
stubble burning incidents taking
the total number to 5,140 in just
three days, making for 40% of the
total farm fires recorded this har-
vesting season. It was also the
third consecutive day, beginning
November 1 when state reported
over 1,500 farm fires in a single
day pushing the total this year to
12,813 — a massive 150 % jump
from 7,673 recorded from
September 15 to October 31.

Punjabrecorded 1,921, 1,668,
and 1,551 farm fires on Nove-
mber 1,2, and 3 respectively this
year, compared to 1,842, 3634,
and 2,666 incidents on the cor-
responding dates last year.

The state is likely to see a
spurt in stubble burning inci-
dents as paddy inaround 10lakh
hectares is yet to be harvested.
This year, farmers in Punjab had
sown paddy on 31.93 lakh
hectares—the highest-ever.
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BauTaAN KING IN ASSAM

Bhutan King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck offers prayers at Kamakhya Temple in
Guwabhati on Friday. He is on a week-long India visit, which began from Assam. P11

A commuter rides amid smog, on the outskirts of Jalandhar,
in Punjab on Friday. P11

Following floods in July, farmers
had replanted saplingsin 85,000
hectares. This combined with in-
clement weather in October de-
layed the harvesting, which is
likely to pick up pace in the com-
ing days. Also, with not much
time left to prepare farms for
wheat, farmers are likely to take
the easy way out and put stubble
to fire instead of managing it.
The recent spike in farm fires
pushed the AQI in some cities of
Punjab to ‘very poor’, a notch

Central nodal officers to take action
against piracy on digital platforms

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

IN A stringent measure aimed at
checking film piracy, the govern-
ment has appointed nodal officers
to order taking down pirated con-
tent from digital platforms. The
decision - coming in the wake of
the Cinematograph Amendment
Bill 2023, which was passed in
Parliament — was announced by
the Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting Friday.

Presently, there is no institu-
tional framework in place to di-
rectly take action on pirated film
content other than legal action
under the Copyright Act and the
IPC. Union Minister Anurag
Thakur said, “The content creator
spends a lot of time and energy
making good content; people
who are involved in piracy take

away that content and exhibititin
halls and on online platforms. The
annual loss to the industry is Rs
20,000 crore.”

“We have appointed 12 nodal
officers in the Ministry of Inform-
ation and Broadcasting and the
CBFC with whom complaints re-
lated to film piracy can be lodged
and action will be taken within48
hours,” he said. He also explained
that those indulging in piracy
could now be fined fromRs 3 lakh
to 5% of the gross audited value of
production.

Officials say that an original
copyright holder or anybody au-
thorised by them for this purpose
canapply toanodal officerto have
pirated content removed. If a
complaint is filed by someone
who does not have the copyright
or is not authorised by the copy-
right holder, the Nodal Officer may
hold hearings to determine the

complaint’s validity before giving
directives. A statement by the I&B
Ministry Friday said digital plat-
forms—such as YouTube, Telegram
channels, websites or other online
platforms-will be required by law
to remove internet links with pi-
rated content within 48 hours of
obtaining instructions from the
nodal officer.

Speaking about the Bill in
Parliament, Thakur had stated
that the Act aimed to curb film
piracy,a measure which hasbeen
a long-standing demand of the
film industry. The Act was
amended after 40 years to incor-
porate provisions against film
piracy, including digital piracy af-
ter the last significant amend-
ments were made in 1984. “Piracy
is a big menace not only for the
film industry, but for the entire
world. Now;, action againstitis just
a complaint away,” Thakur said.

17 families evicted from Kabul House

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN,NOVEMBER 3

THE UTTARAKHAND govern-
ment sent teams to vacate the
Kabul House in Dehradun
Thursday and 17 families were
evicted.

This comes two weeks after
the Dehradun  District
Magistrate court issued orders
that the Kabul House, worth Rs
400 crore and designated as
“enemy property” since the
Partition, be vacated in 15 days.

For over four decades, the
grand edifice was entangled in
court disputes. It is said that
Afghanistan's ruler Mohammad
Yakub Khan was the owner of
Kabul House located in a posh

area of EC Road in Dehradun.
After the Partition, Afghan royal
family members left the coun-
try and settled in Pakistan.
However, some families have
been residing in this house
spread over 19 bighas. The fam-
ilies had strongly opposed the
court order.

Kabul House, also known as
the Kapyong House, was the res-
idence of Mohammad Yaqub
Khan. After the Second Anglo-
Afghan War in 1879, Khan was
dethroned and exiled by the
British and sent to Dehradun,
which was then part of British
India, and he stayed in Kabul
House from 1879 until his death
in 1923. During his time in
Dehradun, Khan received a pen-
sion from the British govern-

ment. Dehradun City Magistrate
Pratyush Singh clarified that the
eviction was carried out in ac-
cordance with a district court
order, and the occupants were
given prior notice to vacate the
premises.

Earlier, the court in its order
said it is clear from the docu-
ments that the land was occu-
pied illegally, and the people re-
siding have not yet submitted
any documents related to rent
or ownership rights to the gov-
ernment.

The DM has also ordered an
assessment of the outstanding
amount against the occupants
for occupying the place for such
a long time and to act against
those presenting fake owner-
ship documents.

down from Thursday’s ‘poor’ even
as the air quality in Delhi and
some cities in neighbouring
Haryanaremained ‘severe’ for the
second day. According to CPCB,
Bathinda saw the worst air in
Punjab Friday with AQI of 338
(very poor), followed by Mandi
Gobindgarh at 277, Jalandhar at
268, Khanna at 249, Amritsar at
248, Patiala at 243, and Ludhiana
at 228 (all in poor category).
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

World Cup match
tickets sold in
‘black’: CAB chief
called by police

SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 3

THE KOLKATA Police have sum-
moned Cricket Association of
Bengal (CAB) president Sneha-
shis Ganguly in connection with
their investigation into alleged
black marketing of tickets for the
upcoming India-South Africa
World Cup match to be held at
the Eden Gardens on Sunday.

Snehashis, brother of BCCI
ex-president Sourav Ganguly,
was asked to appear within 24
hours, it is learnt. The police
have arrested 16 people in seven
cases initiated since October 31
over the sale of match tickets at
exorbitant prices. Tickets worth
Rs 900 were sold at a price of Rs
8,000a piece, the police said. On
Friday, they interrogated officials
of the online booking portal
BookMyShow at the Maidan po-
lice station.

Ex-MLA in UP
found guilty of
raping singer

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 3

ABHADOHI court on Friday held
jailed former MLA Vijay Mishra
guilty of repeatedly raping a 28-
year-old singer and will pro-
nounce the quantum of punish-
ment on Saturday. Mishra, a
four-time MLA from Gyanpur, is
currently lodged in an Agra jail.

“Vijay Mishra is held guilty
under IPC section 376 -2(N)
(commits rape repeatedly on
the same woman). The court
has, however, acquitted
Mishra’s son Vishnu and his
nephew Jyoti, giving them the
benefit of the doubt and fixed
Saturday for the pronounce-
ment of sentence,” said Bhadohi
District Government Counsel
Dinesh Pandey.
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MEITEI GROUP CHIEF SHOT AT

Tribal MLAs seek

‘neutral central
forces’ in Moreh

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER 3

THE DEMAND that state police
forces be removed from the bor-
der town of Moreh grew louder
from Manipur’s Kuki-Zomi com-
munity on Friday, after two days
of intensive search and combing
operations in the town amidst
high tensions.

While Moreh is on edge,
Pramot Singh, the chief of radi-
cal Meitei group Meitei Leepun,
came under attack by unknown
assailants in Imphal on Friday
morning. Six bullets reportedly
hit a vehicle in which he was
travelling in Langol in Imphal.
However, he was not injured.

The incident comes two days
after one INSAS, four AKs and
two Ghatak rifles along with am-
munition, tear gas guns and
eight police vehicles were looted
by mobs from various security
personnel and establishments in
Imphal Wednesday night.
According to an internal report
onarms looted that night,amob
of around 700 tried to storm the
1st Batallion of the Manipur
Rifles campus Tuesday. Even
though the mob was pushed
back before they could reach the
armouries, they managed to
snatch weapons from deployed
personnel and armed security of
Manipur Central Jail and three
CRPF personnel were injured.

The 10 Kuki-Zomi MLAs in
Manipur on Friday appealed to
the MHA to remove all Manipur
police commandos deployed in
Moreh and replace them with
“neutral central forces”. They al-
leged that in the operations lau-
nched after the killing of Meitei
police officer Chingtham Anand
Kumar in the town, the police
“resorted to arson, indiscrimi-
nate firing, looting of civilian
properties, vehicles, household
items... and unprovoked brutal-
ity forcing common people, in-
cluding women and children to
flee into the nearby jungle.”

Large numbers of women
and children from the Kuki-Zomi
community in Moreh spent the
intervening night of Thursday
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Awoman holds a placard
during a protest against
Manipur violence at Delhi’s
Jantar Mantar on Friday. P11

and Friday camping outside
Assam Rifles operation bases in
the town and on Friday evening
prepared to spend another night
there. They claimed reports that
a 15-year-old girl was hit and
groped by police personnel dur-
ing a raid at her house had trig-
gered fear and panic. As they
continued to camp outside
Assam Rifles bases, they stepped
up pressure for the removal of
the police forces.

Regina, aresident of the town,
spent the night outside one such
base with other women from her
family. They set up mats and
blankets after their arrival there
on Thursday afternoon.

“We understand this is a
combing operation but in the
name of that, they are harassing,
looting and destroying property.
My house is in the middle of the
town and they have not come
there yet, they have done raids
inareasright by the border... We
will go back only when there is
an assurance we will be safe in
our homes. Our demand is that
they be completely removed
from the town,” she said. Acco-
rding to an Assam Rifles official,
the operation bases do not have
the capacity or facilities to shelter
locals. “They had been advised to
go to the main Assam Rifles bat-
talion building where there are
proper facilities and capacity for
2,500 people,” an official said.

Manipur remark: Catholic
Church in Thrissur hits
back at BJP’s Suresh Gopi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 3

THE CATHOLIC Church in Kera-
la's Thrissur, where the BJP plans
to actor-turned politician Suresh
Gopi in the next Lok Sabha elec-
tions, has blasted the party say-
ing the Church would not forget
“Manipur.” In the November edi-
tion of its mouthpiece “ Catholica
Sabha”, the Catholic arch-dio-
cese of Thrissur said there was
an attempt to cover up the
Manipur riots as elections ap-
proach. It said the party looking
to retain power at the Centre was
behind the move.

During the recent riots in
Manipur, several Christian
churches were attacked in the
state. The Catholic Bishops Council
had raised its concern over the
continuing violence in Manipur.

Quoting former BJP Rajya
Sabha member Suresh Gopi’s re-

cent comment, “Don’t look to
Manipur and Uttar Pradesh, there
are strong men in those states to
look after”, the lead article in the
publication said, “People are ask-
ingwhether (Gopi) has the guts to
ask the PM or the BJP central lead-
ership what these strong men
were doing when Manipur was
burning? 'We will repeat
Manipur, you vote for us here (in
Kerala) also. If we get power, we
would convert Kerala into another
Manipur'... is it the aim, people
have started asking,” said the ar-
ticle in the diocese mouthpiece.

“The government’s ineptness
in Manipur turned out to be a li-
cense for rioters. No democrati-
cally thinking person can forget
it. People are aware of the bid to
solicit votes, hiding the Manipur
violence. Suresh Gopi’s statement
was deplorable. Voters in Kerala
have the prudence to recognise
religious extremists. Supporting
religious extremism would only
lead to disaster,” it said.

India’s outlook focuses on respect for
sovereignty of all nations: Army Chief

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 3

OUR OUTLOOK emphasises re-
spect for sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of all nations,
equality of all, peaceful resolu-
tion of disputes, avoidance of use
of force and adherence to inter-
national laws, rules and regula-
tions, Army Chief General Manoj
Pande said Friday amid the on-
going military standoff with
China at eastern Ladakh.

At the Chanakya Defence
Dialogue, General Pande said that
India is establishing defence
wings in new locations around
the world to give afillip to defence

cooperation outreach, adding
that the Army is looking to en-
hance the scope and scale of joint
military training and exercises
with friendly foreign nations.

He said there is a need to take
note of the growing salience of
‘National Security’ in interna-
tional affairs and the renewed
currency of hard power.

“The pandemic, which began
as the health crisis and ended up
as a national security event,
closed on the heels of the cata-
clysm in Ukraine. We are now
faced with an escalating conflict
in West Asia,” he said.

“These instabilities and chal-
lenges are compounded by no-
table economic turbulence and

the weaponization of a multi-
tude of attributes and domains
from information to supply
chains. Issues like radicalisation,
terrorism, piracy, illegal migra-
tion, refugees, and climate
change, add to the bouquet of
global concerns,” he added.

He said technology is driving
geopolitics like never before and
is transforming strategic competi-
tion as well as war. He also said
India remains the “bright spot”
amid such despondency. “The na-
tion’s resolve, resilience and di-
verse capacities were put through
asevere test during the pandemic.
Not only did we ride the storm
well, ‘Vaccine Maitri’ won univer-
sal acclaim,” he said.
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Transparency at stake

On electoral bonds, SC must reinforce its landmark
verdicts that upheld peoples’ right to information
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BECAUSE TRE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

JOIN THE DOTS

For a government whose calling card is welfare, AAP’s failure
to clean Delhi’s air is unfortunate. It must make amends

AD AIR HAS kept its date with the capital. Last month, the Delhi government

beganimplementing the Graded Action Plan — a combination of punitive and

preventive measures. Echoing its claims of the past few years, it talked of a

plan to take care of an emergency. Now that the emergency is at hand, the
Delhi government appears at sea. It has asked primary schools to remain shut till Monday
and enforced a ban on construction activity. The Delhi government has also done the
right thing by reinforcing the city's public transport. Even so, it appears to be betraying
an all too familiar lack of control over the city's air quality. The IMD has forecast un-
favourable weather conditions — low wind speed, non-conducive wind direction and
lack of rain - for another three days and medical experts have flagged public health con-
cerns. Inresponse, Delhi's environment minister Gopal Rai has reportedly raised the bo-
gey of polluted air entering Delhi from neighbouring states. “Sources outside Delhi cause
twice the amount of pollution,” he said.

Pollution levels have indeed crossed the CPCB's “severe” category — or are close to it
—inseveral cities in the capital’s neighbourhood. There is a sense of deja vu even in that.
It's high time, therefore, that a coordination mechanism between Delhi and neighbour-
ing states is put in place to clean up the region's air. Before 2022, Delhi's Aam Admi Party
(AAP) government would blame the fumes from stubble burning in neighbouring
Haryana and Punjab for the capital's annual misery. AAP's assumption of office in Punjab,
last year, raised hopes of an arrangement to wean farmers off the environmentally-
harmful practice. Data does show an appreciable reduction in stubble burning in Haryana.
However, farm fires from Punjab continue to add to Delhi's pollution load. According to
Indian Agriculture Research Institute Data, Punjab saw more than 1,900 instances of
stubble burning on Wednesday — the fourth consecutive day when the count was more
than 1,000. The intense burning season has just begun and experts fear a further dete-
rioration of air quality.

In recent years, several studies have joined the dots between pollution and public
health. Last year, a Lancet study estimated that India lost 1.67 million people in 2019 to
diseases caused by inhaling hazardous amounts of PM 2.5. In September, an Air Quality
Life Index prepared by the University of Chicago’s Energy Policy Institution reckoned that
pollution by these fine particles reduces the average Indian’s life expectancy by more
than five years. Researchers who worked on the study estimated that people in Delhi lose
close to 12 years because of the poor air they breathe. The AAP has rightly made people’s
welfare its credo. Health and education have a prominent place in the party's govern-
ments in Delhi and Punjab. Unfortunately, however, the pollution-health connection con-
tinues to elude the two governments.

“

HIGHER FOR LONGER

Interest rates will remain high in developed countries.
Indian policymakers must ensure macroeconomic stability

N THEIR RECENT meetings, central banks across much of the developed world

have chosen to keep interest rates unchanged. Last week, the European Central

Bank chose to hold rates steady after 10 consecutive rate hikes. On Wednesday;,

the US Federal Reserve voted to maintain the status quo, and on Thursday, the
Bank of England chose to keep interest rates unchanged. While the underlying dynam-
ics of these economies do vary, the commentary from these central banks does seem to
affirm the widely-held view that interest rates are likely to remain higher for longer as in-
flation is expected to remain above target for some time.

In the US, the economic momentum has been quite strong. In the third quarter, GDP
grew at a seasonally adjusted 4.9 per cent annualised rate, surpassing expectations.
The labour market remains tight. Non-farm payrolls in September were above expec-
tations. And consumer spending has been healthy. While inflation has fallen, it remains
well above the Fed's target of 2 per cent. Core inflation, which excludes the volatile
food and fuel components, is at 3.7 per cent on an annual basis. In comparison, the
Bank of England is rather pessimistic about the prospects of the UK economy. The cen-
tral bank now expects growth to be “flat” in the third quarter, which is weaker than
what it had previously projected. For the fourth quarter, it projects a growth of only
0.1 per cent. Over the medium term, growth is expected to “remain well below histor-
ical averages”. Inflation also appears to be more entrenched. In September, it stood at
6.7 per cent. The bank expects it to fall to 4.5 per cent in the first quarter of 2024, and
then to 3.1 per cent in the last quarter of 2024. Inflation is expected to be around the
target only by the end of 2025. The situation is similar in the Euro Zone. The ECB has pro-
jected inflation at 5.6 per cent this year, declining thereafter to 3.2 per cent by next
year. Inflation is expected to trend towards the 2 per cent target by 2025. The central
bank also expects growth in the Euro Zone to be subdued at 0.7 per cent this year, ris-
ing marginally thereafter to 1 per cent in 2024.

Tighter monetary policy in these economies will have consequences for emerging
markets like India. It will impact capital flows, currency, and exports. During this period
of considerable economic and geopolitical uncertainty, policymakers in India must be
guided by the objective of ensuring macroeconomic stability.

PACER WITH A BIG HEART

Mohammed Shami'’s career shows that the classical form of
pace bowling is relevant in tests, T20s and ODIs

HERE'S BEAUTY IN simplicity and Mohammed Shami keeps it simple. In ODIs

and T20s, India’s premier pacer does what he has been doing in Tests for a

decade — hitting the seam at good speed, moving the ball both ways and chal-

lenging both edges of the bat. Shami assures us that the classical form of pace
bowling is format-agnostic. At 33, the bowler from Amroha, who trains on his farmland
when at home, has become a Hall of Famer. In the ongoing World Cup, the show-stoppers
of India's imperious march have been Shami, Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammad Siraj. While
he blew away the hapless Sri Lankan batsmen at the Wankhede Stadium, Shami became
India’s highest World Cup wicket-taker.

It has not been an easy ride for the pacer. From UP, he had to shift base to West Bengal
insearch of abreak. He made it to the Indian team after a hard grind in domestic matches.
Some years ago, the selectors lost faith in his white-ball skills. Once back in the team, he
faced abuse of a communal nature after an off-day in a game against Pakistan. The then-
captain Virat Kohli stood by him. Even at this World Cup, Shami wasn'’t the first choice in
the playing eleven. Hardik Pandya’s injury created space for him. Like those Shami spe-
cial in-cutters that sneak in the tiny gap between bat and pad, the small window was
enough for the pacer with a big heart.

Batsmen and spinners have been the celebrated over the decades. They have been
pulling their weight in the current campaign as well. But the pace-bowling trio of Shami,
Bumrah and Siraj has put their contribution in the shade. With seven wins in seven
matches, India has sealed a place in the semifinal. It has been driven by the once-in-a-gen-
eration fast-bowling attack — Shami has been at the front and centre of it.
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WOoORDLY WISE
I DURST NOT LAUGH, FOR FEAR OF OPENING MY LIPS
AND RECEIVING THE BAD AIR. — WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

S Y QURAISHI

AFTER YEARS OF questionable deferral, the
Supreme Court has finally taken up the elec-
toral bonds case. A Constitution Bench
headed by Chief Justice DY Chandrachud, on
November 2, reserved its judgment on peti-
tions challenging the validity of the electoral
bonds scheme. The proceedings focused on
arguments pertaining to the voters’ right to
information vis-a-vis the right to confiden-
tiality of donors.

The issue at hand dates back to February
2017 when Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
highlighted two critical points during his
budget speech. He emphasised that free and
fair elections were impossible without trans-
parency in political funding, and he lamented
the lack of progress in achieving this trans-
parency over seven decades. This set the stage
for what one might have hoped would be a
resolution to thisissue, but instead, the result
was quite the opposite.

What emerged from this situation were
electoral bonds, which, rather than promot-
ing transparency, contributed to its demise.
Before their introduction, any transaction ex-
ceedingRs 20,000 related to elections was re-
quired to be reported to the Election
Commission without which noIT rebate could
be extended. However, electoral bonds per-
mitted donations of Rs 20 crore or even Rs 200
crore to be made anonymously. The rationale
provided was that donors desired secrecy.

But why would donors seek anonymity?
Itis reasonable to question whether this was
truly about protecting donors’ identities.
Could it be that they wanted to conceal po-
tential quid pro quo? For decades, corpora-
tions have made donations to Indian politi-
cal parties, and often, the same donors have
funded rival parties. Yet, has any ruling party
ever targeted a donor who contributed to its
political opponents? Did the current ruling
party engage in such actions? If not, the ar-
gument that donors seek secrecy seems
spurious. Perhaps it’s the government that
wants secrecy.

Crucially, in the past, both the Reserve Bank
of India and the Election Commission of India
(ECT) voiced strong objections to the electoral
bonds scheme in accordance with their man-
dates. The ECl, ina letter to the Ministry of Law
and Justice, warned that electoral bonds, cou-
pled with the preceding legislative changes,
could lead to the proliferation of shell compa-

Crucially, in the past, both
the Reserve Bank of India
and the Election
Commission of India voiced
strong objections to the
electoral bonds scheme in
accordance with their
mandates. The ECI, in a
letter to the Ministry of Law
and Justice, warned that
electoral bonds, coupled
with preceding legislative
changes, could lead to
proliferation of shell
companies to channel black
money into the political
system via these bearer
bonds. However, by April
2021, the ECI counsel had
seemingly reversed its
position, stating support for
electoral bonds, echoing the
government's stance. This U
turn is unfathomable.

nies to channel black money into the political
system via these bearer bonds. However, by
April 2021, the ECI counsel had seemingly re-
versed its position, stating support for elec-
toral bonds, echoing the government's stance.
This U-turn is unfathomable.

The introduction of electoral bonds was
notanisolated action. The Finance Act of 2017
introduced amendments to several laws, in-
cluding the Reserve Bank of India Act,
Companies Act, Income Tax Act 1961,
Representation of the People Act, and Foreign
Contribution Regulations Act, all to pave the
way for electoral bonds. Three significant
changes occurred that did not receive ade-
quate attention. First, the limit of 7.5 per cent
of profits that a company could donate was
not just raised but eliminated, allowing a
company to donate 100 per cent of its profits
to a political party. Even loss-making compa-
nies could now make political donations, po-
tentially legitimising crony capitalism.

Moreover, Section 29B of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951, pro-
hibits political parties from accepting contri-
butions from foreign sources, and Section 3
of the 2010 Foreign Contributions
(Regulation) Act restricts foreign contribu-
tions to candidates, legislative members, po-
litical parties and party office holders. When,
in 2014, the Delhi High Court found that
Congress and the BJP had accepted foreign
funds in violation of the FCRA 1976, the BJP
government passed a retroactive amend-
ment via a 2016 finance bill, replacing the
1976 Act with the modified 2010 statute. This
move effectively shields any foreign financ-
ing of Indian elections from scrutiny. Thisisa
matter of great national concern.

Evenif the government is hellbent on re-
taining electoral bonds in the name of elimi-
nating cash transactions, a simple solution
would be to disclose the identities of donors
and recipients. This simple change could be
swiftlyimplemented by the government, suo
motu, or on the order of the SC which the
Lordships may consider.

It was disturbing to hear the argument
of the SG that citizens have no right to know
the donors/recipients’ identities. This state-
ment would behove a banana republic, not
the world’s largest democracy aspiring to
be a vishwaguru.

Itis important to remember that the citi-

zens' right to know was settled by the apex
court in 2003 when it mandated candidates
to declare their financial dealings and crimi-
nal cases while filing nominations.

Inthe 2003 ruling in People’s Union for Civil
Liberties v Union of India and the 2002 judg-
ment in Union of India v Association for
Democratic Reforms, the Supreme Court man-
dated the ECI to obtain and disclose to the
public background information relating to
candidates running for office, including in-
formation on their assets, criminal records,
and educational background. The Court ruled
that the right to know about public officials
is derived from the constitutional right to
freedom of expression. The Attorney General
has told the Supreme Court, in his written
submissions, that the “citizens’ right to know
is subject to reasonable restrictions”. He
should not forget the keyword “reasonable”.
Is keeping potential quid pro quo between
the donors and the government a secret from
the public a “reasonable” restriction?

In this worrying context, the highest Court
must hold onto its legacy of being the last
refuge in a troubled democracy. One option
worth considering is to eliminate private
funding and introduce public funding for po-
litical parties. This might not exceed Rs 10,000
crore every five years, based on cumulative
party collections as declared. It's a small in-
vestment for the preservation of democracy.
Another option to do away with the “need”
for secrecy would be to establish a National
Election Fund to which all donors could con-
tribute. The funds could be allocated to par-
ties based on their electoral performance. This
would eliminate the so-called concern about
donors’ reprisals.

Let's recall the 2017 Budget speech in
which the Finance Minister stressed that
“without transparency of political funding,
free and fair elections are not possible”. Free
and fair elections and the integrity of our elec-
toral process have been repeatedly declared
by the apex court as a part of the basic struc-
ture of the constitution. Let’s hope the court
reinforces the landmark judgments of its il-
lustrious predecessors.

Quraishiis former Chief Election
Commissioner of India and the author of
India’s Experiment with Democracy — the
Life of a Nation through its Elections

IT’s NOT ABOUT THE HOURS

Narayana Murthy’s comment shifts burden of nation-building on the less privileged

RucH1 GurTA

INFOSYS FOUNDER NARAYANA Murthy
touched off a debate when he advocated
longer work hours for India’s youth. He argued
that “India’s work productivity is one of the
lowest in the world [...] so therefore, my re-
quest is that our youngsters must say, ‘This is
my country.I'd like towork 70 hours aweek’.”
Ownership of and commitment to one’s coun-
tryisindeed a sentiment worth inculcating in
our young and old alike. However, have we
done enough to facilitate the sense of shared
destiny required to inculcate this ownership?
And, what does it mean for a young person to
contribute to nation-building?

On the first question, we are arguably
falling short. The top 10 per cent dominate
our popular culture but the lived reality fora
vast number of young people diverges at birth
from these aspirational narratives.
Segregation based on class and other markers
of social capital are rigidly maintained and
we lack egalitarian spaces where people min-
gle as relative equals across these divides.
There’s also no readily available path to so-
cio-economic mobility.

As per the ‘State of Working India 2023’ re-
port, over 40 per cent of graduates under 25
are unemployed while incomes among the
salaried have stagnated. The inability to pro-
ductively employ educated youth is a top-
down failure because of subpar mass educa-
tion and lack of jobs. There is, thus, a case to

It is rhetorical to exhort
our youth to contribute to
nation-building if we don’t
empower them. The Indian
elite has benefited
enormously from India’s
growth but there’s a sense
of smug satisfaction that
their success is itself their
outsized contribution to
India, thus earning

them the right to advise
and admonish those

less fortunate.

be made to absorb more people in employ-
ment instead of artificially reducing open po-
sitions by extracting overtime from the em-
ployed. Consider too, the nature of work we
are creating for our youth. The most visible av-
enue of employment for our youthis gig work
— driving a taxi or delivering packages. Even
aside from the issue of fair compensation,
these jobs lacklearning potential and growth
prospects. Instead, the defining characteris-
tics of tech platform-driven gig economy jobs
are their fungibility, repeatability and atomi-
sation, making it impossible for anyone per-
forming these roles torise in the organisation,
irrespective of performance or capability.
Yet, a small segment of India is booming.
Our rich and successful are part of the global
elite. Reports show how the benefits of growth
are being cornered by the top 10 per cent re-
sulting in the rich getting richer and the poor
poorer. In this context, an ordinary young per-
sonmay not feel like an equal participant and
stakeholder in national progress. Thus, the
onus is on those of us with power and plat-
form to make a tangible effort to ensure equi-
table growth before we exhort our young to
work harder in the name of nation-building.
The second question about what it means
to contribute to nation-building as a young
person also needs answering. Nation-build-
ingis an act of citizenship, and “productivity”
measured narrowly in economic terms can-

not be a constitutive element of citizenship.
This logic will render some citizens more valu-
able than others. Instead, we should facilitate
our youth to engage in their community and
develop skills required to navigate the diver-
sity and complexity of our country. These are
real acts of citizenship and nation-building.
Murthy is correct: “Youngsters formasig-
nificant majority of our population and they
are the ones who can build our country”.
However, he errs in putting the onus solely
them without talking about the responsibility
of those who have power and privilege to give
back to their country. It is rhetorical to exhort
our youth to contribute to nation-building if
we don’tempower them. The Indian elite has
benefited enormously from India’s growth but
there’s a sense of smug satisfaction that their
success isitself their outsized contribution to
India, thus earning them the right to advise
and admonish those less fortunate. Yes, India
needs to improve its productivity and there
must be a cultural shift towards discipline. But
equally, we need corporate India to have a
sharper sense of its responsibility beyond tax
monies and CSR projects. What is required is
to foster a sense of national purpose and a vis-
ible attempt by our top 10 per cent to give to
our country and move everyone forward.

The writer is Executive Director,
Future of India Foundation
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BONUS FOR STAFF

DESPITE SEVERE BUDGET constraints, the
Union Cabinet decided to pay 15 days ad hoc
bonus in the current year to all its employ-
ees with emoluments below Rs 1,600 a
month. The measure is estimated to cost the
exchequer Rs 44 crore.

LEBANON ATTACK

THIRTY-FOUR PERSONS are reported to have
been killed and over 119 injured in a major
attack launched by anti-Arafat Palestinians
on his military positions around the
Palestinian refugee camps in northern

Lebanon, near the city of Tripoli. Oil storage
tanks of Tripoli refinery have been hit by
shells, with some set ablaze.

NO CONSENSUS ON TAX

THE CONFERENCE OF chief ministers could
not reach an agreement on the replacement
of sales tax by additional excise duties on se-
lected commodities. The proposal has prac-
tically been shelved as some of the chief
ministers did not agree even to a commit-
tee to go further into the matter. A resolu-
tion adopted incorporated the differences
on the issue but in vague terms called for
further efforts to allay the apprehensions ex-

pressed by state governments.

A NEW CONSTITUTION

WHITE SOUTH AFRICANS have voted by an
overwhelming majority to approve a contro-
versial new constitution giving some non-
whites a share of power for the first time. The
final tally from the referendum showed 1.36
million voting in favour of a new constitu-
tion with 691,577 opposed. About 76 per cent
of the 2.7 million eligible white voters cast
votes. The result was a stunning political vic-
tory for Prime Minister P W Botha, who had
told white South Africans that it was imper-
ative to accept some type of reform.



THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY,NOVEMBER 4,2023

!l TuEe IDEAS PAGE

A matter of greying

By the turn of the century, not only will India’s population have substantially
declined, it will also be much older. Are we prepared for this demographic shift?

OPENING ARUGUMENT

BY MENAKA
(GURUSWAMY

WHAT IS THE future of humanity? Will we
grow, will we thrive or will we slowly per-
ish? Are we expanding or contracting as a
species? And what is the future of India?
How many Indians will there be?

In a 2019 report, the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) noted that by
2027 India will have the highest population
increase, overtaking China as the world’s
most populous country. India did, in fact,
overtake China as the most populous coun-
try this year. The report predicts that be-
tween now and 2050, India, along with
Nigeria, Pakistan, Congo, Ethiopia, Tanzania,
Indonesia, Egypt and the United States, will
show the highest increase in population and
will make up over half the world’s popula-
tion. Further, the population of Sub-Saharan
Africa will double by 2050. But, the rest of
the world presents a very different picture.

The world is greying faster than ever (as
am I). David Bloom, writing for the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 2020,
observed, “greying” is the dominant trend
in the 21st century. According to him, “this
is a cumulative result of increasing longevity,
declining fertility and the progression of
larger cohorts to older ages.” For instance,
over 28 per cent of Japan’s population is
aged 65 years and above. Three decades ago,
in the 1970s, “the world was populated by
more than three times as many adolescents
and young adults (15 to 24-year-olds) than
older people.” By 2050, these age groups will
be “on par”.

Is this true for India as well? The UNFPA
recently released the India Aging Report,
2023. It declares that “globally, there are 1.1
billion persons aged 60 years and above in
2022, comprising 13.9 per cent of the total
population of 7.9 billion. Over the next three
decades, the number of older persons
worldwide is expected to double to 2.1 bil-
lion by 2050, with the share rising to 22 per
cent of the total population. In 2022, there
were 149 million persons aged 60 years and
above in India, comprising about 10.5 per
cent of the country’s population. By 2050,
the share of older persons will double to 20.8
per cent, with the absolute number at 347
million.” The report points out that “the un-
precedented rise in the ageing population
will have significant implications for health,
economy and society in India”.

The UNFPA sets out the challenge of de-
clining fertility rates that developed and de-
veloping countries will experience at dif-
ferent points in time. And it situates India
within this context. The report points out
that developing countries are presently wit-
nessing a significant drop in fertility levels
far sooner in their development journey
than developed countries did. “Most of the
developed world had much higher per
capita income levels when their popula-
tions began to age, which made it easier for
them to handle the economic pressures

caused by ageing populations. Developed
countries, in other words, had a far bigger
economic pie that they could use to sustain
their elderly people when their populations
began to age rapidly. Countries like India do
not enjoy that luxury.”

The UNFPA sets out, through an array of
statistics, that in some developing coun-
tries the old age dependency ratio could
“more than double in 50 years, while it took
about 150 to 200 years for the same thing
to happen in the developed world.” The re-
port has estimated that India’s elderly pop-
ulation (people over 60 years) will grow at
arapid 41 per cent between 2021 and 2031.
It further notes that the number of elderly
people will be larger than the number of
children (those below 15 years) by 2046.
Ageing populations mean fewer workers,
fewer taxpayers and hence, a reduction in
a country’s ability to generate wealth. It
also means enhanced burdens on
healthcare systems.

The greying of countries is a global phe-
nomenon. InIndia, by 2050, the elderly will
constitute 20 per cent of our population.
This is unsurprising because the National
Family Health Survey 2022 showed that ex-
cept for Uttar Pradesh and Bihar (amongst
the larger states) fertility levels elsewhere
have dropped below the replacement level
of 2.1. Importantly, in urban India, the fertil-
ity rateis at 1.6, which is comparable to that
of the developed world. This is below re-
placement level, and combined with in-
creased longevity, will ensure that the eld-
erly constitute a significant segment of
our population.

A study on the population decline, pub-
lished in Lancet in 2020, throws up some im-
portant findings about how populationis in-
tertwined with politics. China is expected
to replace the United States by 2035 in terms
of the largest total gross domestic product
(GDP). However, the rapid decline in China’s
population means that the United States will
reclaim the top position soon since its pop-
ulation will grow consistently if sustained
by liberal immigration policies.

Richard Horton, editor-in-chief of Lancet,

The greying of countries is a
global phenomenon. In
India, by 2050, the elderly
will constitute 20 per cent of
our population. This is
unsurprising because the
National Family Health
Survey 2022 showed that
except for Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar (amongst the larger
states) fertility levels
elsewhere have dropped
below the replacement level
of 2.1. Importantly, in urban
India, the fertility rate is at
1.6, which is comparable to
that seen in the developed
world. This is below
replacement level, and
combined with increased
longevity, will ensure that the
elderly constitute a
significant segment of our
population.

CR Sasikumar

makes two important points based on his
research. First, that “by the end of this cen-
tury, the world will be multipolar, with India,
Nigeria, China and the US as the dominant
powers,” buttressed in great part by their
working age populations. Second, that “im-
migration and strong reproductive and sex-
ual rights for women will be key as the world
will undergo radical shifts in geopolitical
power.” He argues that soon the influence
of both Europe and Asia will decline. By
2100, most of the fastest shrinking popula-
tions will be in Asia and Europe. For instance,
China will decline from 1.4 billionin 2017 to
732 million people in 2100, Thailand from
71 million to 35 million, Italy from 61 mil-
lion to 31 million and Japan from 128 mil-
lion to 60 million.

[lI-advisedly, and contrary to what Lancet
has suggested, China, led by Xi Jinping, is try-
ing to reverse its population decline by sug-
gesting that women stay home from work
and have babies. At the opening of the
National Women'’s Congress in Shanghai, Xi
lectured women delegates that “we should
actively foster a new type of marriage and
child bearing culture,” and suggested their
focus be on the “home”. However, it is a
combination of reproductive choice, good
healthcare and work-life balance with suffi-
cient childcare and maternity leave and ed-
ucating male partners about sharing in
household tasks that will persuade women
who have joined the formal work force to
have children.

Some very specific trends have been
identified by respected institutions in the
context of the population of our species. One,
thatas a species we are getting older. Second,
that we will diminish in number. By the turn
of the century, India herself will have de-
clined in numbers and will have a substantial
senior citizen composition. Finally, that
change in population will result in a geopo-
litical reorganisation of the order of nations.
The question is whether India is prepared for
this change in her demographics?

The writer is a Senior Advocate at the
Supreme Court

ANJU GUPTA

Nawaz like Imran

In recalling his troubles with army, Nawaz Sharif is following an old playbook

FOLLOWING THE OUSTER of the Imran Khan-
led government in April 2022 through a no-
confidence motion engineered by the army
and the Opposition, PML-N leader and Nawaz
Sharif’s loyal brother Shehbaz Sharif took over
as the Prime Minister to lead the coalition gov-
ernment of the Pakistan Democratic
Movement. Since then, scores of cases have
been registered against Imran Khan and his
cadres. He was initially arrested in the
Toshakhana case on August 5 and subse-
quently, in the cypher case. Khan and most of
his key leaders are still in jail. Shehbaz stepped
down on August 9 to make way for a caretaker
government to oversee the next elections.

Subsequent events reveal the path of
Nawaz’s return to Pakistan. On September 12,
Shehbaz, flanked by Nawaz in London, an-
nounced his return to Pakistan on October 21.
On September 18, while addressing his party
on video, Nawaz claimed that former Army
Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa and former
ISI Chief General Faiz Hameed had conspired
with two judges to remove him from office.
On September 21, the Election Commission of
Pakistan announced that the elections would
be held inJanuary 2024. On September 30, the
Federal Investigation Agency filed a
chargesheetin a special court against Khanin
the cypher case and the courtindicted himon
October 23.

The three-time Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Nawagz, returned from a four-year self-im-
posed exile on October 21, after making
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“peace” with the Army. Nawaz had to step
down as PM in 2017 following his conviction
by the Supreme Court in the Panama Papers
case. Subsequently, he was convicted in two
more graft cases, imprisoned and banned
from holding any public office. The Court
granted him bail on health grounds in early
2019 and by November, Khan’s government
allowed him to go to London for treatment.

Before moving to London, Nawaz had
served only half of his seven-year sentencein
the Al-Azizia corruption case. Over the last
four years, he was declared a proclaimed of-
fender in Al-Azizia and Avenfield corruption
cases for his absence from the courts. On
October 19, the Islamabad High Court granted
him protective bail in both cases until October
24, as the National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) prosecutor did not oppose his bail pe-
titions. The bail has been extended unop-
posed. NAB granting bail to Nawaz upon his
personal appearance in another case, post-
poned the hearing to November 20. Television
channels have covered welcome celebrations
and public rallies of Nawaz in Lahore. The
army seems to be helping him with legal bat-
tles and rebuilding his public image.

The current scenario raises complex ques-
tions about the objectives of Nawaz's return
at this stage, given his ongoing legal battles
and ban on holding public office. Has he sur-
rendered to the army and agreed to run, what
Pakistani media describes as a hybrid govern-
ment, with the army wielding real power be-

hind a democratically elected government?
Or does he only wish to have himself and his
family exonerated in all legal cases and hand
over the baton to his heir, Maryam Nawaz?
Would it be easier or difficult for Nawaz and
his family to get legal reprieve, given that the
judiciary-army link has weakened since he
was ousted? Did he also factor in the much
weaker position of the army, domestically and
externally? Did he weigh the onerous task of
reviving the economy which may take years?
Also, did he consider that the army may not
give the next government a free hand vis-a-
vis both neighbours — India and Afghanistan?

At this age, an experienced Nawaz Sharif is
not expected to have made a truce with the
army without delving deep into such ques-
tions. While the coming weeks and months
will reveal more, his speech at his first public
rally in Lahore partially answers some of these
questions. Acutely aware that staying out of
touch from public meetings for six long years
could make a politician irrelevant, PML-N
made an “unusual” effort of mustering big
crowds on its home turf — also an attempt to
match Khan's impressive record of holding
mega rallies. Nawaz used a mix of stories of
personal sacrifices and successes of his Prime
Ministerships. Seeped in rhetoric, his repeated
reference to Maryam’s sacrifices, including
imprisonment, stood out as an informal an-
nouncement of her as the heir, in case he does-
n't or is unable to contest elections.
Understandably, Nawaz avoided any mention

of the grim security situation and the issue of
the Taliban supporting the TTP against the
Pakistan army. He made no mention of the
May 9 events either.

However, in his speech, Nawaz tried to
match Khan'’s appeal of standing up to big
powers, elaborating on how he stood up toUS
President Bill Clinton by ordering nuclear tests
in response to the Pokhran tests by India in
1999. As a shrewd politician, Nawaz spoke of
solving the Kashmir issue, but at the same time
pointedly hailed people from “Azad” Kashmir
in his rally and saluted their flag. This too
looked like an effort to match Khan's stance.

By openly criticising former Generals just
as he was preparing to return to Pakistan,
Nawaz had already equated his sacking with
that of Khan. At the rally, he reminded sup-
porters how he had also served prison terms
before his exile. It remains to be seen how
much of these efforts would cut into Khan’s
popularity. Itappears quite clear that Nawaz’s
return has been supported by the army, which
wants to pita strong opponent against Khan’s
cult-like status in the public, evenif Khan him-
self is not allowed to contest. One additional
factor that may have played in favour of
Nawaz's return is his deep bond with China,
something the army is most likely more con-
cerned about given thatitis a critical resource
for investment and bailouts.

The writeris an IPS officer.
Views are personal
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“What Southeast Asian countries need and expect has always been clear. Any
actions that provoke regional tensions under the guise of 'security’ are unwelcome,
and Japan, which desires to become a 'normal country,' will only become more

abnormal due to these moves.”

—GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

No compromise
with terror

India stands by the people of Palestine
in their time of suffering. But it
cannot support Hamas

RAM RAJYA
BY RAM MADHAV

INDIA’S ABSTENTION AT the UN over the
Gaza-related resolution raised some eye-
brows especially since it despatched hu-
manitarian aid to the region around the
same time. An Indian Air Force C-17 trans-
port aircraft took off for El-Arish
International Airport in Egypt with human-
itarian relief materials of “nearly 6.5 tons of
medical aid and 32 tons of disaster relief ma-
terial” that included life-saving medicines,
surgical items, tents, sleeping bags, tarpau-
lins, sanitary utilities, water purification
tablets and other items of daily need.

Some were surprised that a resolution
with a similar objective was not supported
by India. India decided to abstain from vot-
ing when the resolution, moved by Jordan
and dozens of other Arab nations, was put
to vote last Friday. The resolution secured
121 votes in favour and 14 against, while 44
countries abstained. Although India contin-
ues to stand by the two-state solution for the
Israel-Palestine conflict and is actively ex-
tending humanitarian aid to Gaza, its deci-
sion to abstain was based on certain core
principles that included its zero-tolerance
policy towards terrorism.

Yojana Patel, India’s deputy representa-
tive at the UN, told the General Assembly in
her Explanation of Vote (EoV) address that
the terror attacks inIsrael on October 7 were
“shocking and deserve condemnation”. She
also called for “immediate and unconditional
release” of hostages. “Let us keep aside dif-
ferences, unite and adopt a zero-tolerance
approach to terrorism,” Patel appealed to the
Assembly. Expressing concern over the ongo-
ing conflictin Gazain which civilians, “espe-
ciallywomen and children”,are paying with
their lives, she welcomed the de-escalation
efforts and humanitarian assistance by the
international community and underscored
that “India too has contributed to this effort”.

Unfortunately, the UN resolution doesn’t
have any categorical reference to the terror
attack of Hamas and Islamic Jihad on Israeli
soil that resulted in more than 1,400 civilian
deaths and the abduction of more than 200
Israelis as hostages.

During the debate, a sentence con-
demning “acts of terrorism and indiscrim-
inate attacks” was added without mention-
ing Hamas or Islamic Jihad by name. Canada
moved an amendment calling the resolu-
tion to “unequivocally reject and condemn
the terrorist attacks by Hamas that took
place in Israel starting on 7 October 2023
and the taking of hostages”. It also de-
manded the “safety, well-being, and hu-
mane treatment of the hostages.” India sup-
ported that amendment. However, it
received only 88 votes in favour and 55
against, with 23 abstentions. It failed to
breach the two-thirds bar.

Earlier, the US moved a draft resolution
at the Security Council meeting that could
have secured the support of countries like
India. It unequivocally condemned the
heinous terrorist attack by Hamas and other
terrorist groups and reaffirmed the inher-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ent right of all States to “individual and col-
lective self-defence”. It also insisted that in
responding to terrorist attacks, member
states must fully comply with all their obli-
gations under international law. That meant
Israel’'s obligation to ensure the safety of civil-
ians in Gaza and the responsibility of the
other member countries to work towards
theimmediate and unconditional release of
all remaining hostages and taking all meas-
ures “toallow the full, rapid, safe,and unhin-
dered humanitarian access”. However, the
resolution was vetoed by China and Russia
and never reached the UNGA.

The UN resolution’s silence on Hamas
and its description of Israel as an “occupy-
ing power” and demand that Israel should
rescind its order asking civilians in North
Gaza to move to the South is baffling. It is
well-known that Hamas operates out of
civilian areas and uses civilians as human
shields. It refuses to recognise the right of
Israel to exist as a nation.

The Hamas Covenant or Charter issued
in August 1988 categorically states its mis-
sion as establishing an Islamic caliphate in
the entire Palestine. It declared in2017 inan
amended charter that there is no alternative
to “fulland complete liberation of Palestine,
from theriver to the sea.” It makes sweeping
allegations against the Jews insisting that
they were behind everything that happened
in the last century.

“They were behind World War I, when
they were able to destroy the Islamic
Caliphate, making financial gains and con-
trolling resources. They obtained the
Balfour Declaration, formed the League of
Nations through which they could rule the
world. They were behind World War II,
through which they made huge financial
gains by trading in armaments and paved
the way for the establishment of their state.
It was they who instigated the replacement
of the League of Nations with the United
Nations and the Security Council to enable
them to rule the world through them.
There is no war going on anywhere, with-
out having their finger in it,”Article 22 of
the Hamas Charter insinuates.

Its ultimate threat was that “Israel will
exist and will continue to exist until Islam
invalidates it, just as it invalidated others
before it”.

It is this enemy that Israel is fighting
against. Itis a battle for survival as far as Israel
is concerned. One may not forget that Israel
hasa 21 per cent Arab population onits ter-
ritory and some of those fell victim to Hamas
terror attack on October 7.

Hamas is no friend of peace-loving
Palestinians either. It constantly undermined
the authority of Mohammad Abbas and the
Palestinian Authority, which used to control
both the West Bank and Gaza Strip until
2005.Hamas used its brute force to capture
power in Gaza municipal body elections in
2005 and took full control of the Strip a year
later in 2006. Since then, there have been no
elections in Gaza and the people live under
the draconian oppression of Hamas.

India has been a victim of terrorism for
decades. It understands the tactics of terror
outfits like Hamas and the intricacies of ur-
ban warfare, especially the war on terrorists
who make populations their shields. Hence,
our warning at the UN that the world
“should not buy into any justification of ter-
ror acts” since terrorism is a “malignancy
and knows no borders, nationality, or race”.

The writer, president, India Foundation,
is with the RSS

MARATHA STIR

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Moment of
reckoning’ (IE, November 3). The issue of
Maratha reservation has to be sorted by
the end of the year, and the ball is in the
government’s court. The demand for
reservation in education and jobs by
agrarian communities and recent agita-
tion for reservation by the Maratha com-
munity can be attributed to various fac-
tors like fragmented landholding,
increased productivity cost and reduced
benefits, lack of skilled education, in-
creased cost of education, etc. But quo-
tas are most effective when imple-
mented in conjunction with other
measures, such as educational and eco-
nomic empowerment programmes, in-
frastructure development, and financial
support for businesses. The government
needs to focus on these issues.
Dattatray S Giri, Thane

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Moment of
reckoning’ (IE, November 3). The quota
stir has once again brought into focus the
need for a comprehensive caste census
toensure social justice by fine-tuning af-
firmative action programmes in sync
with the level of backwardness of vari-
ous communities. While the Bombay HC
upheld the quota move in the past, the

Supreme Court, in a key judgment in
2021, scrapped the Marathareservation.
The five-judge constitution bench found
that there were no “exceptional circum-
stances” in Maharashtra which required
the government to break the 50 per cent
reservation ceiling limit.

Khokan Das, Kolkata

UNITE FOR PEACE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Nowhere to
hide’ (IE, November 3). The current situ-
ation faced by Palestinians in the Gaza
Stripis abhorrent. Anecdotal evidence of
the unspeakable afflictions and depriva-
tions to which more than two million
people — a significant number of them
children — have been subjected is largely
unavailable, leaving one with only a hazy
notion of their real tragedy. Israel has not
only ordered them to move to the south
in order to avoid its airstrikes, but it has
also blocked the vital supplies of food,
medicine and power, further exacerbat-
ing their plight. It is sad that even on a
ceasefire, the world is deeply divided. If
the required amount of essentials and
other humanitarian aid do not reach
them, the fate of Gazans is going to be
dark, which would have far-reaching
ramifications for world peace.

Kamal Laddha, Bangalore
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Classifieds

Itis for general information that
1, Savi D/o Devi Dayal R/o
Barsana, Kaithal Haryana-
136026, declare that name of
my mother has been wrongly
written as Mamta in my Class
10th Certificate and
Marksheet. The actual name of
my mother is Mamta Rani,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0070872109-1

Itisfor generalinformation that
I, Mamta Rani W/o Devi Dayal,
R/o Barsana, Kaithal Haryana-
136026, declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as Mamta in my minor son’s
Anishaged 17 years in his 10th
Class School Cetificate cum
marksheet. The actual name of
mine is Mamta Rani, which
may be amended accordingly.

0070872106-1

[tistor generalinformation that
I, KANHAIYALAL SAXENAS/0O
TOTARAM R/0 486, DDA JANTA
FLAT, HASTSAL,WEST DELHI-
110059 declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as KANHAIYALAL inmy 12th
class educational documents.
The actual name of mineis
KANHAIYALAL SAXENA which
may be amended accordingly.

0040696829-1

l,hitherto known as MERCY
NIRMALA RATNAM alias
NIRMALA RATNAM,wife
of EUGENE RATNAM,residing
at,13D,MIG DDA-Flats-Motia
Khan,Paharganj,New Delhi-
110055,have changed my name
and shall hereinafter be known
as MERCY NIRMALA RATNAM.

0040696901-4

l,hitherto known as KRISHAN
CHANDER MALIK alias K. C.
MALIK alias KRISHAN,SON
OF,SHRI LATE SHRI DIWAN
SINGH MALIK,RESIDENT
OF,H.NO.KH.NO. 39/20,PRINCE
PUBLIC SCHOOL,TIKRI
KALAN,DELHI-110041,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
KRISHAN. 0040696832-7

I,Vijender Singh,S/o Late Pohap
Singh Yadav,resident of VPO-
Zainabad,Dist-
Rewari,Haryana-123411,have
changed my Name,from
Vijender Singh to Vijender
Singh Yadav,vide-Affidavit
dated-03-Nov-23. 0040696901-9

LVijay Kumar Jindal,S/0 Prem
Chand Jindal R/0-H.NO-
14,Sharda,Niketan,Pitampura
Delhi-110034,have changed my
name to Vijay Jindal.

0040696900-4

l,Sunita alias Kamalpreet Kaur
D/o,Bantoo Ram,W/0,Palvinder
Singh R/0,E-244,Tagore-
Garden,New Delhi-110027,have
changed my-name to
Kamalpreet Kaur. | have
changed my-name not religion.

0040696906-1

I,Shutanshu,S/o0 Rajesh Kumar
Goyal,3A/30,Nehru Nagar,
Ghaziabad-201001, (Uttar
Pradesh),Have changed my
name to Shutanshu Goel.

0040696901-1

I,Shahanaz,W/0 Rahisuddin
H.No-728, Pocket-5,Sector-A/6,
Punarwas Colony Narela,Delhi-
110040,have changed my name
to Shahnaz. 0040696832-1

l,Savita Rani,W/0-Jasbir
khatri,Address- H.no.-137,Near
Bhoka Chopal,Gijji,
Rohtak(124501),Haryana,have
change my name to Savita
Devi,For All Purpose.

0040696901-5

I,Sunita Kumari alias Sunita,W/o
BrijKishore,R/0-133-134,2nd
floor,Pocket-8, Sector-
24,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed my name to Sunita
Rai. 0040696903-3

I,Sanmeet Singh S/0 Virender
Singh,R/0.C-24,Sushant Lok
Phase-1,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122009,have changed my-
minor Daughter’s name Khushi
Kaur Bhasin to Khushi Bhasin.

0040696832-2

I,SUVEEN S/O MOHAMMAD
IDRISH,R/O G-76B,
KHNO.73/22,LAXMI-
PARK,NIHAL-VIHAR,MADINA-
MASJID,NANGLOI,DELHI-
110041.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SUVEEN AHMED
KHAN.

0040696901-7

ILSONAL GOGNA,W/0 NAMAN
AHUJA, R/0.501,MENKA-
1,AMRAPALI
ROYAL,INDIRAPURAM
GHAZIABAD,UTTAR PRADESH-
201014,changed my name to
SONAL AHUJA,for all purposes.

0040696832-9

I,SHANTI LAL PATAWARI,S/O
MOHAN LAL JAIN,R/O C-304,
PHASE-1VIVEK VIHAR,EAST-
DELHI,DELHI-110095,changed
my name to SHANTI LAL JAIN.

0040696832-8

I,SATISH GUPTA,S/O-RAM
CHANDER GUPTA,R/O
48,GROUND-FLOOR,BHERA-
ENCLAVE,BEHIND-
COORPORATION
BANK,SUNDER-VIHAR,DELHI-
110087.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SATISH KUMAR
GUPTA. 0040696901-6

ILSARANJEET KAUR W/0
Sh.Amandeep Singh,R/0 H-
63,1st-Floor,Sant-Nagar Extn.,
New Delhi-110018,have
changed my name to
SHARANJEET KAUR.

0040696832-4

I Triveni Agrawal Alias Arti
Agrawal W/o Brijwasi Agrawal
R/o0 Ward No-15, Azaad Chowk,
Dhanpuri, Distt Shahdol,
Dhanpuri, Shahdol, Dhanpuri,
Madhya Pradesh-484114, have
changed my name to Triveni
Agrawal 0070872104-1

I,Ravi Verma,S/o Krishan,R/0-
H.No.117,Gali No.7,Gautam
Colony,Narela, Delhi-110040,
have changed my
minor,daughter’s name,from
Palak,to Palak Verma,for all
future purposes. 0040696903-1

I,RAJINDER,S/O.LALSINGH R/0-"
POWER HOUSE-ROAD
SHAPRUN (653)SAPROON
SOLAN HIMACHAL PRADESH-
173211,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAJENDER SINGH.

0040696900-1

T,Parveen Kumar,S/0 Mangha
Ram,R/0 H.No0-1791,Sector-
10A,Gurgaon(Haryana) -
122001,have changed my name
to Parveen Kumar Dudeja.

0040696903-5

T,POOJAVERMA,W/O-SAURABH
KUMARR/0O,J-18,2ND-
FLOOR,NEAR-SANATAN
DHARAM-MANDIR,LAJPAT-
NAGAR-3,SOUTH,DELHI,DELHI-
110024,changed my name to
POOJA,for all purposes.

0040696914-1

I,PARICHEN MEHTO,S/O-SAHA
VEER MEHTO,H.NO-
107,MANGOLPUR KHURD
NORTH WEST-DELHI-
110083,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PARICHHEN MEHTO.

0040696901-3

LNIsha Drall,R/0 19,Pana
Kailan,Tikri Kalan,Delhi-
110041,inform that my-father
nameis Vijay Pal Drall and
Vijay Pal,both are same person
and his correct nameis Vijay
Pal Drall. 0040696900-5

LNainaNandraalias Naina
Nandra Puri,W/0 Deepannker
Purii,R/031/17,East-Patel
Nagar,Delhi-8,have changed
my name to Nainna
Deepannker Puri, Permanently

0040696914-2

T,NAKULACHARAN PANDA,S/O
BABAN CHARAN PANDA,R/O.K-
2,327,SANGAM VIHAR,PUSHPA
BHAWAN,KHANPUR, DELHI-
110062,have changed my name
to NAKUL CHARAN PANDA.

0040696900-2

I,Mohd Mustageem S/o0
islamuddin r/0-632 chandni
mahal darya-ganj delhi-2,have
changed my nameto
Mustageem 0040696903-2

I,Hardip Kaur,W/o-Satgurdayal
Singh, Add-WZ-132A,
Gali.no.13,Krishna park,Tilak
Nagar West-Delhi-110018,
changed my name to Hardeep
Kaur. 0040696832-3

I,Gagan Mohan Chugh S/0. Shri
Mohan Lal R/0.33/7,2nd
Floor,East Patel Nagar,New
Delhi-110008 do hereby declare
thatin my Passport, my name
is written Gagan Mohan
Chugh.l change my name from
Gagan Mohan Chugh to Gagan
Chugh for all future purposes.

0040696820-1

I,Firdous W/o Mohd Javed R/o
H.No.R-298/A, R-Block,
Ramesh-Park, LaxmiNagar,
East Delhi-110092, have
changed my name to Firdous
Javed. 0040696906-2

I,AJAY GOEL,S/0-AJAY GOEL,
HOUSE.NO.26, WARD-19, SHIV-
COLONY,
SOHNA,GURGAON,HARYANA,12
2103, changed my name to ANIL
GOEL.

0040696832-5

,hither W
RAWAT S/0 BHAG SINGH
RAWAT, R/0-150,
Priyadarshani-Enclave, GMS-
Road Kanwali, Dehradun,
Uttarakhand-248001,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as SOHAN
SINGH RAWAT. 0040696834-1

1, Vinod Kumar S/0 BaljitR/0—
Basi, Bassi, Baghpat, UP-
250101, have changed my name
to Vinod Panwar for all future
Purposes. 0070872050-1

I, Sunny Jain, S/0 Shyam Lal Jain,
R/0 27 Maheshwari Apartment,
Sector 14, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
Have Changed my Name from
Sunny to Sunny Jain for all
Future Purposes. 0040696847-1

T, SUNICTIWARI, S/OSHRITRAM
TIWARI,R/O FLAT.NO-
1305,TOWER-09, PURVANCHAL
ROYAL-PARK, SECTOR-137,
NOIDA,NSEZ,BLOCK-A,
GAUTAMBUDH-NAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH-201305, changed my
name to SUNIL KUMAR TIWARI.

0040696914-8

umar S/0 Shri
Sahn| R/0 E-46, Ashok
Vihar,Phase-1,Delhi-110052
changed my name to Deepak
Sahni. 0040696903-4

I,SRamachandran S/0O Gopalan
Sundara Rajan,R/0 HNo0-622,
DDA Flat, NTPC, Badarpur,
South Delhi-110044, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Andrew
Aiden. | have changed only my
name not my religion.

0070872005-1

I, Raghubir Singh Gosain S/o
Gopi Singh Gosain R/o0 A-30A,
Second Floor, Block-A, Shivaji
Vihar, Janta Colony, New Delhi-
110027 affirms that both
Raghubir Singh S/o0 Gopi Singh
and Raghubir Singh Gosain S/o
Gopi Singh Gosainareone &
the same person.

0040696837-1

I, Pinki Devi W/o Dinesh Kumar
R/0,House-N0.1035, Street-
No.4,Dev-Nagar Near ITI,
Bahadurgarh, Distt-Jhajjar,
Haryana-124507,have changed
my name to Pinki Gaur.

0040696906-3

I, Monika W/0 Twinkle Kumar
Sachchan R/0.E-18, Third Floor,
Kalkaji,New Delhi-110019 have
changed my name to Monika
Singh after marriage for all
purposes. 0040696830-1

I, Mohd Mustakim S/o0 Harish
R/o C-66, Block-C-Extn, New
Ashok Nagar, East Delhi-110096
have changed my name to
Mustakim Shekh for all future
purposes. 0040696880-1

I, Manwer Singh Rawat S/o
Kundan Singh R/0 F123, Dilshad
Colony, Delhi have changed my
name to Manwar Singh.

0070872053-1

ILEDRISHS/O0 AHMAD ALI, R/O,A-
147,).J.COLONY, RAGHUBIR
NAGAR,TAGORE-
GARDEN,DELHI-110027.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
MOHAMMAD IDRISH.

0040696901-8

I,Dimpal Rani W/O Surender
Kumar,R/0.226-227,2nd-Floor
Pocket-29,Block-G, Sector-
3,Rohini Delhi-110085,have
changed my nametoDimple
Bansal. 0040696914-5

I,DRISHTI VIVEKANAND
PALWANKAR,D/O VIVEK
MURALIDHAR
PALWANKAR,residing at,G-
1104,MAPLE HEIGHTS,
SUSHANT LOK-C,
GURGAON,HARYANA-
122009,have Change my name
to DRISHTI PALWANKAR,for
all,future purpose.

0040696903-6

I,DINESH KUMAR,Son of
Sh.Kanhiya Lal,Residing at,C-
2/316,Yamuna vihar,Delhi-
110053,have changed the name
of my-minor daughter Srishti
age-16-years and she shall
hereafter be known as Srishti
verma. 0040696900-7

I,DHULAM JEEVAN KUMAR,S/O
DULAM YADA GIRI BABU,R/O-
B2,STAFF,QUARTERS, JASWANT
SINGH LANE,ANDHRA-
PRADESH BHAVAN,NEW-DELHI-
110001,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DULAM JEEVAN
KUMAR,FORALL,FUTURE
PURPOSE. 0040696832-6

I,Chandan,S/0-Ram
Bali,Address-P-266/2/16
Gharwal colony ward.no-2
Mehrauli Delhi-110030,
changed my name to Chandan
Kumar.

0040696900-6

I,CHAINIKA SUKHIJA,W/O-
ASHISH SUKHLIJA, R/O,
H.N0.1270,SECTOR-15,SONIPAT,
HARYANA-131001,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME,FROM
CHANIKA GANDHI TO CHAINIKA
SUKHIJA,FOR ALL,PURPOSES.

0040696901-2

I,BRIJ BHUSHAN,S/0O-JAGDISH
PRASAD,R/O-RZ-
224/6,GALI.NO.4,)-BLOCK WEST
SAGARPURDELHI 110046,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME BRIJ
BHUSHAN TO BIRJU.

0040696914-4

I,LBHAGAT DARSHAN SINGH
RAWAT,S/O KALYAN SINGH
RAWAT,R/0-B-311,High End
Paradise Society,Rajnagar-
Extension, Ghaziabad(UP)-
201017,have changed my name
to BHAGAT DARSHAN SINGH,for
all,future purposes.

0040696900-3

I, PANKAJSHARMA, S/O NARESH
SHARMA, R/0O E-60, OM-VIHAR
PHASE-5 UTTAM-NAGAR,
DELHI-110059, HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO PANKAJ GAUR

0040696914-7

epaper.indianexﬁress.cnm
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I, Laxmi Devi W/0 Pravendra
Kumar R/o House No. 107,
Sector-3, Ballabgarh
Distt.Faridabad, Haryana
(121004) have changed my
name from Laxmi Kumaree to
Laxmi Devi for all future
purposes. 0070871991-1

I, ISHIKA,D/O RAJESH
KAUSHIK,R/0.451, MALIYAN
PANA, VILLAGE DICHAON
KALAN,NAJAF GARH-110043,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
ISHIKA TO ISHIKA KAUSHIK.

0040696914-3

I, Gurdip Kaur W/o Roshan Singh
holder of Indian Passport No-
L8095164 R/0 Vpo-Masti Pal Kot
Teh-Dasuyadistt-Hoshiarpur
Punjab have changed my name
Gurdip Kaur and surname
Gurdip Kaur. All concerned
please note. 0040696821-1

I, DINESH KUMAR SETIA, S/O
SOMNATH SETIA, R/O H.NO.V-
17/21,DLF PHASE-3,
NATHUPUR(67), GURGAON,
HARYANA-122002. Have
changed my name to DINESH
SETIA For all future purposes.

0070872102-1

I, Ashok Gurung S/o Late Mohan
Lal R/o C-344B, Sector-19,
Noida, Distt.-G.B. Nagar, U.P.-
201301 have changed my name
to Ashok for all future
purposes. 0040696898-1

I, Anup Kumar Pandey S/0O Amar
Nath Pandey, R/0 GC 61, IFFCO
Township, Ghiyanagar, Sarai
Abdul Malik, Ajehara,
Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh-
212404, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Anup Pandey.

0070872020-1

I, Anamika Kundu W/0 Dinesh
Kundu R/0 Flat No. 0012, Tower
A2,Supertech Eco Village 1,
plot no 8, Sector-1, Greater
Noida West, Bishrakh Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-
201306. have changed my name
from Anamika Kundu to
Anamika Dey for all future
purpose. 0070872113-1

I, Amit kumar S/o Baljit Singh
R/0,HouseNo-RZ10B
Chandan Coloni, Post office
Mehrouli, Saidulajab, South
delhi 110030 have changed my
name to Amit dulgach

0040696825-1

I Princess Matta D/o Davinder
Kumar Matta R/o House No-74,
First Floor, Pocket-16, Sector-
20, Rohini, Begumpur, North
West Delhi, Delhi-110086, have
changed my name to Priyanka
Matta

0070872111-1

I, Khushal Singh S/O Shri Bhopal
Singh R/0 D-16, Divine Park
View, Abhay Khand-3,
Indirapuram, Shipra Sun City,
Ghaziabad-201014, have
changed my name to Khushal
Singh Negi for all future
purposes. 0040696696-5

[,Muni Mahajan'S/0 Late Shri
Yog Raj Mahajan, have Lost
Original Provisional-Allotment-
Letter
No0.36756/366846/KRH0192002
dated-21.11.2012 for Aparment
N0.KRH0192002 in Krescent
Homes at Jaypee Greens,
Noida. Customer-ID:-
JGNKRH192002. Finder Call:-
0811116117.

0040696832-10

rigi i i
N0.M041(1265) 99DW/AY/364
Dated-01-03-2000 RamjiLal S/o
Lekh Raj Flat No.330 Ground
Floor Rosewood Apartment,
Pocket-A Sector-13, Dwarka,
Delhi#9899510770.

0040696900-10

~ RECRUITMENT
~SITUATIONVACANT

— OIHERS

U S based MNC expanding
offering Work From Home
opportunity training provided
whatsapp name city
background on 9820925521

0050229699-1

~ PUBLICNOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby informed to the
general public that Sachin
Garg had booked a residential
flat in the project bein
developsd by I".-'I,.'I-; Prates
arand [herzinafter referred
o as “the company™} with
the name of Grand Carnecia
at Plot 4/B5-01, Tower-3,
Siddharth Vihar, Ghaziabad
UP) that Sachin Garg has
unfortunately expired on
18:04.2021 and Mr. Brij
Mohan Garg 5/o Late Babu
Ram Garg Rfe  [II-Ef116,
Mehru Nagar, Ghaziabd, Ms.
Pushpa Garg W/o Brij Mohan
Garg Rfo IES11s, Mehru
Magar, Ghaziabd have appro-
ached and applied to the
company being the legal heirs
of Late Sachin Garg. In case
there isfare any other legal
heir of Sachin Garg the zaid
person is regquired to approach
the company along with
relevant documents within
15 days from the publication
of this notice. In case no
name{s) isfare received by
the company, & Brij Mohan
zarg 5/o Late Babu Ram Garg
RBfo IN-E/116, Mehru Nagar
Ghaziabd, Ms. Pushpa Garg
W/o Brij Mohan Garg Rjo IlI-
E/116, Mehru Magar, Ghaziabd
will be registered as legal
heirs of Late Sachin Garg
and mo objection would be
accepted thereafter,

Sd.f-

Rajesh Kumar Pathak
(Advocate)
En.No.:D-4223/2021
Mob.: 5319155342

PUBLIC NOTICE

We, Vinita Vermani Wia Krishan
ermani and Abhishek Varman sio
KrishanVenmans boh Rio B-504 Lake
View Apt.Sunder Vhar Peschim
“ikar, Meaw Dalhi -110087 has lost-
Possession Intimation letter and
NOLC for electric and waler
conneciion ssued by DDAR favouwr
of MrAmarjit Saini

ATS, Aicat and naoap! axaolad by-
1) Mr.Amarjit Saini in favour of e
Feailash Chanderdated 26-049- 15830
2 Kailash Chander In favour of
Harbinder Sngh defed 17-02-1930
3y Harbinder Singh = faveur of
Harjeet Kumar Trehan dated
D2-04-1837 of GGIITT, GF,
Vixaspurl, New Dalhi- 18

FPUBLIC MOTICE
Lt it b bmovwm B dhe pu bl 24 Large thal my
chenics Alresn Rekat Do De. Rahal
Khan RAio B52, Firet Floor, Flal No.3
Grandni Mahal, Oana Gan, Deki 190002
an 20h Gelober 2023 ectording to
cusinms cum Eradilinns undar the amhi of
Pletlinn Pereondl Law havs perlormed
Miksah with UWiagha Saleem, 5o Syed
Laleem Saeed R 125, Peatipkhasd
Jimil Cofaimy, Dalri-110085. Said Nikash
eeramony had bega done oel ol mided
bewe, aflezlion, commitmenl, under swees
heartlel desices volubarily, swaalwill, of
Ukazha & Alraan & ned undsr any coanzion
ar any pressace ang wWithow! any andpe
isflsence That Alreen Pahat and Ukasha
Saleaim Fad a love AlTar Sinde fasd 8 pweans
and inaly thay 1id the ma it bonds
AN. Sharma
524, Lawyers Chambars
Waw Delhi Cours, Paitats House M.0.84

Be il known 1o all thal my clients
Sh. Gurmesi Singh and Sh
Sukhvinder Singh Arora hava
enfered into agreemsant o sell
with M/S MNAVEIRAM REAL
ESTATE LLF and they have 1o
purchase the propery  Bearing
n. B-3, 2nd Floor with out roof!
tarrace rights area 4255 Sg,
Yarda e, 355568 Sq. Mirs. Fan
ol Fect. No. 8, Killa Mo, 32 & 4
siluated in the area ol village
Possingpur, Colony  known  as
Shankar Garden, Vikaspuri, Mew
Delhi. Thay have already goven
the advance money o its sellar,

By thiz notice all are Informed
that il anyone has any obecton
ar ¢laim reganding e solltranster
of abowe stated property then he!
she can approach o my cliants
within 15 days from the dale of
publicaton of this notlice. Failing
which  no- ane's sbjechion'clkaim
will b enterlained and afer
axecufion of necessary sale
papers, property will be in the
abeolute ownership of rmy clants,
SUNDARAM [Advocata)

ENRL Mo, O=976-97[R.}
Chamber-454, Dwarka

Court. Sector-10. Dwarka,

Wew Dalhi-110075

Mob; 2811254899

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public &1 large is haraby informed thal
Fraghald DD& built up MIG Flat Na.
194 M, Thard Floar, Ragouri Garden,
Boelhi, duly comed ard possessed by
3hil Rakesh Kapoor sonof Late Shii
Frem Chand Kapoor by virue of
Relinguishment Deed duly ragistanad
vida Regd. Mo. 18832, dated
10.11.:20135 is proposed to be offanad
s Hecunly with Slaka Bank of India,
RACPC, Naraina, New Delhi, and as
el presant cramer|S) wersaon the sai
property isfare free from &l sofs of
encumbrance. The Legal heir
(Surviving Membsar] Cerificete aof
Lale Shri Prem Chand Kapoor is nal
e iabh
it is hereby noffied that any p2rson
end! or Bankfinancial msbkubion
having any claim, any charge. ar li=n
or claim andior phjaclion o Shereat,
bl sk |ty may lodge’ nolity the
same Lo the undersgned  with
documentary prool coun judomen
within 15 days from ihe day of
publization of this public nofica, failing
which any furtharffutura claim/
cijaclion|s) shal ba rejectad and my
clnbioras pasineg buyers) as a bang
fiige puarchaser conclude e tilleSale
Deed proposed o b2 execiged in
fawar of my chent ar in the name of
hisfer’ their mominees shall be
deemed 1o ba clar and markatable
withoul any defect, encumbeanca,
M and impedimend,

SATYENDER YADAV (ADVOCATE)
Chamber no, 561, & Floar, Saket Gourts,
Moy Dotk Wb 9711212421
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— POBEICNOTICE

As per borrower/ mortgagor
the original Sale Deed
registered as document No.
5287, In Addl. Book No.l,
Volume No.1759, on pages
116 to 124, dated 29.04.2008,
registered in the office off
SR-VIA, Pitampura, Delhi in
respect of Commercial Unit
bearing No.310, on Third
Floor, without roof/terrace
rights, having a covered area
of approX. 150 sq. ft. or 13.93
sq. mtrs., a part of Freehold
Commercial Building, built on|
Plot No. C-33, Shopping
Centre Lawrence Road, Delhi
has been submitted to Bank,
however no record shows that
the original registered sale
deed has been submitted
before Bank and on statement
of borrower/mortgagor the
bank tried its best to search the|
original sale deed dated
29.04.2008 and the sale deed
dated 29.04.2008 is not
traceable.

Sd/-
Anil Kumar Singh|
Advocate
E. No. D-1018/01
Ch. No. 190, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54

FUDBLICU NOT1TICE

Be it known to all that the property
Bearing Municipal No. 15-A
Sanjay Nagar, Gulabi Bagh, Delhi-
110007, owned and possessed by
my clientess Nalini Gupta, W/o
Nikhil Gupta, R/o 28/15, First
Floor, Shakti Nagar, Delhi-110007
is free from all encumbrances on
account of automatic cancellation
revocation of the Agreement to Sell
dated  14.05.2012 by  the
supplementary Agreement dated
01.09.2012 entered earlier in favou
of Atin Singh, S/o Kul Mohaﬂ
Singh, R/o H-8, Part-1II, Model
Town, Delhi-110009.
Sd/A
JAYKANT PRASAD
Advocate

A-2/248, Sector-8
Rohini, Delhi-85|

Public at large is hereby informed on behalf of m;

client my client Smt. Neelam Sharma, widow of|
late Shri Ajay Sharma, C- 8/16, Sector-7, Rohini
Delhi-110085, that my client has disinherited an

debarred her son namely Shri Anmol Sharmaj
and his wife Smt. Sonam Sharma from the]
inheritance of all their movable and immovable]
properties on account of their non cooperative]
attitude and behaviour qua my client, who havel
made the life of my client miserable and unde:
compelling circumstances, my client has severe

up all her relations and connections with them. In|
case any one deal with the said son and daughterf
in law of my client in future, he or she shall be]
doing so at his/her own risk and responsibility and]
my client shall not be held liable and responsiblef
for the same.

Sd/-
Sahil Jain (Advocate
Chamber No.707, First Floor, Western Wing
Tis Hazari Courts Delhi-110 054

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBTE AT TaTgE TS HeTaby THToTad o Behialf o

my client my client Smt. Urmila Sharma
widow of late Shri J.P. Sharma, C-8/16
Sector-7, Rohini, Delhi-110085, that my clien
has disinherited and debarred her grand sorj
namely Shri Anmol Sharma and his wife Smt
Sonam Sharma from the inheritance of allf|
their movable and immovable properties or]
account of their non cooperative attitude and
behaviour qua my client, who have made thd
life of my client miserable and unde
compelling circumstances, my client hag
severed up all her relations and connectiong
with them. In case any one deal with the said
grand son and grand daughter in law of m
client in future, he or she shall be doing so a
his/her own risk and responsibility and m
client shall not be held liable and responsiblég
for the same.
Sd/- (Sahil Jain) Advocate
Chamber No. 707, First Floor, Westerr]
Wing, Tis Hazari Courts Delhi-110 054

PUBLIC NQTICE

My client ICIC] Bank Ltd., DEM
Budding, New Delhi, is in the
process of advancing a loan to
Mr. Murari Lal for purchase of
Third Floar with roof rights, Plat
Mo. 39, (150 Sg. Yds.}, Block-G,
Ashok Vihar, Phase-l, Delhi-
110052 from (1) Mrs, Prem
Manda, (2] Mrs. Swatantra
Manda & {3} Mrs. Viiay Khera
who have represented thal they
are the absolute owners of said
property, which they have
inherted, a5 onfy class- | legal
heérs of their |ate father Mr. Ved
Parkash Kapoor, the |awiul
owner by vifue of Conveyance
Deed dated 12.01.2001 {Doc.
Mo. 816). i anybody, person,
body coporale has any nght,
lien or claim whatsoever on the
said Properly, then he'shalit
may contact e undersigned
with documentary proof of claim
within 15 days of publication of
this notice, olherwise it shall be
deemed that either there are no
claims or the same have been
waived off. Mo claim or objection
shall be enfertained thereafler
and my client shall proceed to
advance the [oan by morigaging
the said propery,

Vishal Chopra, Advocate

GNA & Associates
D-28, Jangpura Extension,
New Delhi-110014.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Poblic at large s herey niomed thal
my chaniel ieane Owewr of Fras Beld
around  Floor Withowt Roof OF Properby
Baping No-53 FET-28, Seclor-24, Rohisd,
Ceadri, Orwemad o Sh. Anand Kumar £ Smi
i Bala by wiiue of Sak Deed Daled
07.01 2018, Repgsimtion Mo-d6, 5840,
Daalti, and A& par orwner varsion tha seid
property’ Flat! Flooed Apariment Biare
ez froen @l sodts ol encumbnanois. Link
doaaments am mssrg and duly Ffomed
“Wida LR Mo-H0672022, CL03.11 3033,
wilh SHO Crima: Brarch, Dalhi
i hereby notled that any person of
aitlity, Snnfasmpany, Bank, HUF swinbes
of HUF, fnanclal insttulion having any
k. Ay chaigs, inkeesl oF len of dam
in the abowt said property the basis ol
docanianta el [0 pbjechion 1o Swanaal
heishal fey may kodge! nolty e same
fr T nilarsigned wailh documestany preal
foour judgment witten 15 days fom the day
of publication of this gublic nofice. Takng
which ey furfrenfuluie clam! chijscion|s)
shall be rejecied & markelabia withost amy
difad, srcumbrance, e & mmpsdiment

Milkileh HKursir (Advoscate) Ch R 717,
Désiriot Coowudds Rishind, Dodhe-BE 2 EADEARI100

FUBLIC MOTICE

Molios 15 herty' ghéen 1o e Gineml Puble
oo beial of oor cenl fhel B [nesh Komar
“hema @ hae cmmer of Pmgesty baarmy Mo
1006313 (Mo M ) B 00 Prosoasety e 1507 007
ard Ol Plonl M) i imassiing 100 8g. Vil
ol of Khasra Ho 38, Sieand n o aroed of
Willags LEdhanpae, in Bo obod| of Moban Park
HMavts Shatelara, |Raga Shatdara, Dehit 012
v o Helnqushmant Desd daled 353721110
Liez Mo 51d. &l e am sl nlonmsd
el abiem radlodiss cerier wasl 10 idl hi
Sl Profea K O (afRDn miO DS B oDl
o hase loan from pur ckond far parchaso e
3 peoperty. I anybody has ony objoactons
upon the mamership of aboess aner Teer he
man pmgerty, s splsimorigagaliigebon, ang
any olhar chjscticrs kncly wlorm He ureler
-agshd in wning on lhe Below. manbossd
aSgss wimin 10 daws of hie prasanl

Kumar B Associyles |Rdvoane B Corsutants)
S v A, 55 Shivap Ay, ot baapar, W Dsies15

*;- ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, SHANKAR VIHAR

(NEAR MAHIPALPUR) I:IELHI CANTT-10

TELE NO — 011- 26153558/9

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI
EQI iz solicited from suitable vendor for construction of car parking shed
for school vehicles, (Size 32x25x12) as per specification mentioned in
ECI form at Army Public School, Shankar Vihar. Site visit is mandatory
before quoting the rate. Details for the above and EOI form are available
at school counter against DD/POS machine/UPI of T1000/-. Forms duly
filled be submitted by 16 Now 2023, Chairman

A aY e oY dh Palh WV aVNsnhk Fah al

rUDLIU NUITIUL
It s hereby informed tratrmy chientthH-Smt)
Anita Gupta W/o Shri Rahul Gupta, R/(J
WZ-3559-B, Raja Park, Rani Bagh, Delhi
110034 (9999390227) & (2) Smt. Ramg
Garg W/o Shri Sunil Garg, R/o A-47
A-Block, Krishan Vihar, Delhi-110084
(9289269029), are the owners of DDA
Freehold Shop No. 5, on Ground Floor
CSC at UP Samaj Deepali, Gate No. 1
Pitampura, Delhi, and they hav(
misplaced/lost the original Sale Deed iff
respect of the said shop in their own name,
FIR/NCR has been lodged, vide LR No
935817/2023, Dated 25.09.2023, witH
Police Station Crime Branch, Delhi. I
anybody find the said Sale Deed, pleasd

Central Coalfields Limited {32

“A Miniratna Company”
(A Subsidiary of Coal India Limited)

NOTICE

All the tenders issued by CIL and its Subsidiaries for
procurement of Goods, Works and Services are available on
website of Coal India Ltd. www.coalindia.in / respective
Subsidiary Company (CCL, www.centralcoalfields.in), CiL e-
procurement portal https:/icoalindiatenders.nic.in and
Central Public Procurement Portal https:/leprocure.gov.in in
addition, procurement is also done through GeM portal

Ky

eyl

contact to my Client or me Vishal SingH
(Advocate) 1224, 12th Floor, Lawyer
Chamber Block, Rohini Court Complex|
Rohini, Delhi, Mobile No. 9811242783

9213600595.
VISHAL SINGH
Advocatd
Enrl.No.D/749/2014

NOTICE TO GENERAL PUBLIC i
given on behalf of my clients, Ms. Sadhik
Sud (aged 31 years) and Himanya Su
(aged 25 years), both unmarried singld
Daughters of Mr. Shalin Sud and Mrs|
Vimmi Sud. That our father, Mr. Shalin Su
abandoned our family and has been missing
since April 2018 when we were stil
students. Thereafter we came to learn tha
he has several civil and criminal
proceedings initiated against him. Ou

https:/igem.gov.in

mother, Ms. Vimmi Sud also abandoned u

copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

in May 2023. We hereby bring to publi
notice of all that we are living separately
from our parents and we have n
connection with them emotionally o
financially, and we are not in agreemen|
with any of their actions, nor have we eve
consented with any of their actions since wq
were minors/students. We have no share i
their properties and we have no rights o
liabilities arising out of the same. We arq
putting public at large to notice that wq
have no connection whatsoever with ou
parents, Mr. Shalin Sud and Ms. Vimm|
Sud, and we are conducting our live
separately, honestly, respectfully, an(
truthfully.
Sd/-
Praveen Gauj
Advocatg
First Floor, B-10, Green Park Main|

New Delhi-11001(
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Superintending Engineer
Bulandshahr Circle, P.W.D., Bulandshahr
No:- 7756 /96M/E-TENDER/BSR CIRCLE/2023-24 Dated 21.10.2023

E-Procurement-Inviting Tenders

On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, Superintending Engineer Bulandshahr Circle, U.P.P.W.D., Bulandshahr invites following percentage}
rate bid online through http://etender.up.nic.in from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with P.W.D. class as per column no|

tegory as applied from Date 06.11.2023 10:00 A.M. to 11.11.2023 upto 12:00 Noon as per the prescribed T-2 of Govt|
of U.P. The technical bids will be opened online on dated 11.11.2023 at 12:30 P.M. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening
of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened online on the next working day, at the same time any validity of bid will be considered fromy
the original date. The date and time of opening of the financial bid shall be notified on the website.

S| Name of Work Estimated Bid | Timeof | Tender Address of Address of | Address of Category
No cost (Rs.in|  Security] Completion | document fee Executive Superint-ending Chief
Lakh) Rs. in work including GST Engineer Engineer Engineer
Lakh) including (In Rs.) executing the
rainy season work
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1- | Special Repair Work 73.71 5.69 02 Month Tender Cost Rs Executive Superintending Chief A & B Road|
of Sanota Rajwaha to 300+ Enginner Engineer Engineer Work
Baral Link Road 2000+18% Construction Bulandshahar Meerut
G.S.T.Rs. 414.0 Division-2, Circle, PW.D., Zone,
=2714.00 PW.D., Bulandshahr PW.D.,
Bulandshahr Meerut
2- | Special Repair Work 42.84 4.14 02 Month Tender Cost Rs Executive Superintending Chief A, B&C
of Rajarampur to 300+ Enginner Engineer Engineer | Road Work
Kishanpur Via 2000+18% Construction Bulandshahar Meerut
Vishanpur Link Road G.S.T.Rs. 414.0 Division-2, Circle, PW.D., Zone,
=2714.00 P.W.D., Bulandshahr P.W.D.,
Bulandshahr Meerut
3- | Special Repair Work™ 6393 | 520 | 02Month | Tender Cost Rs Executive Superintending|  Chief | A& B Road|
of Chandpura 300+ Enginner Engineer Engineer Work
Ashifabad Road to 2000+18% Construction Bulandshahr Meerut
Mohali Link Road G.S.T.Rs. 414.0 Division-2, Circle, PW.D., Zone,
=2714.00 PW.D., Bulandshahr PW.D.,
Bulandshahr Meerut
4-| Special Repair Work 4136 | 407 | 02 Month | Tender Cost Rs Executive Superintending' Chief A B&C|
of Bulandshahr- 300+ Enginner Engineer Engineer | Road Work
Jhanjhar Road to 2000+18% Construction Bulandshahr Meerut
Kadarpur Khanpur G.S.T.Rs. 414.0 Division-2, Circle, PW.D., Zone,
Link Road =2714.00 PW.D., Bulandshahr PW.D.,
Bulandshahr Meerut
" 5-| Special Repair Work 8464 | 623 | 02Month | Tender Cost Rs Executive | Superintending]  Chief | A& B Road|
of N.H.-91 Dariyapur 300+ Enginner Engineer Engineer Work
to Sanota Via 2000+18% Construction Bulandshahr Meerut
Navada Veerkheda, G.S.T.Rs. 414.0 Division-2, Circle, PW.D., Zone,
Nagla Kala Link =2714.00 PW.D., Bulandshahr PW.D.,
Road Bulandshahr Meerut
6- | Special Repair Work 65.81 5.29 02 Month Tender Cost Rs Executive Superintending Chief A & B Road|
of N.H.-509 to 300+ Enginner Engineer Engineer Work
Karansinghpur Link 2000+18% Construction Bulandshahr Meerut
Road G.S.T.Rs. 414.0 Division-2, Circle, PW.D., Zone,
=2714.00 PW.D.,, Bulandshahr PW.D.,
Bulandshahr Meerut
7-| Special Repair Work. ~ 37.32 | 373 | 02 Month | Tender CostRs Executive Superintending|  Chief ABC |
of Bhadoi Ashrafpur 300+ Enginner Engineer Engineer | Road Work
Link Road 2000+18% Construction Bulandshahr Meerut
G.S.T.Rs. 414.0 Division-2, Circle, PW.D., Zone,
=2714.00 P.W.D., Bulandshahr P.W.D.,
Bulandshahr Meerut
8- | Special Repair Work 40.24 401 | 02 Month Tender Cost Rs Executive Superintending Chief A B, C
of Bugrasi-Daulatpur: 300+ Enginner Engineer Engineer | Road Work
to Bharana Link 2000+18% Construction Bulandshahr Meerut
Road G.S.T.Rs. 414.0 Division-2, Circle, PW.D., Zone,
=2714.00 P.W.D., Bulandshahr P.W.D.,
Bulandshahr Meerut

1. Time allowed for completion of Whole work is mention in col. No. 4 with including rainy season.
2. The Tender Document fee must be deposited through Internet Banking only.

completed in last 5 years on Chanakya Software before submission of tender.

of submission of bid.
5. Terms & other conditions related to bid are available on http://etender.up.nic.in
6. In PWD technical evaluation of tenders is to be done by Prahari Software URL for Prahari is htt|

3. All registered contractors have to upload Turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 years and details of maximum cost of work satisfactoril

4. Details of e-tender uploaded on http://etender.up.nic.in shall also be uploaded on UP PWD Chanakya software, before last date & time]

p://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari/.

(Partap Singh)
Executive Engineer
C.D.-2, PWD, Bulandshahr

UPID-197002 DATE 02.11.2023
WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN

(S.K. Gautam)
Superintending Engineer
Bulandshahr circle, PWD

Bulandshahr

lappul ok rabsynl_caam PR J11-A 101053 .28

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, PWD (ROADS)
ASSAM, CHANDMARI, GUWAHATI-03

No. CE/CW/28/2023-24/01

PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Chief Engineer, PW.D (Roads), Assam on behalf of the Governor of Assam invites bid fron
approved and eligible contractors registered with Assam PWD (Roads) for one work, under SOPD

(G) for the year 2023-24 in Kamrup (Metropolitan) district of Assam.

Scheme is not yet sanctioned by the competent authority. In the event of non-sanction of th¢

scheme, bids may be cancelled and no claim what so ever on this account shall be entertained

from the bidders

Details may be seen at website- assamtenders.gov.in and also at the office of the undersigned i1

the “City Works Cell”, from 06.11.2023 during office hours.

Chief Engineer, PWD (Roads)

JANASANYOG/CF/3388/23/04-NOV-23

Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3
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HIMACHAL PRADESH
JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
SHORT NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Online bids on items rate basis are invited by the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division, Nohradhar on behalf of Governor
of Himachal Pradesh, in electronic tendering system in two covers for the under mentioned work from the contractors/firms
of appropriate class enlisted with Himachal Pradesh Jal Shakti Vibhag.

Sr: Pescription Ef€ost———E/Money——Time €ost
No of

PoV-V-wi

o-an 4
—,00,UJUu/= =

Months

PV~

1 Providingirrigation facitity to various vittage of Renukaji
Constituency under | & PH Sub-Division Sangarh by
constructing rain water harvesting structure/water
bodies. (SH:- C/O RCC Dam at village Sangna &
Satahan, Barbed wire fencing, wire crate work, Head
weir, J.E. Qtr for section Rajana, providing, laying &
jointing of MSERW scour pipe and laying & jointing of
GMS pipe line in distribution system for village
Satahan, Sangna, Gatta Mandwatch & Kolwa).Job-3.

T fender documents and other insftructions can be downloaded or viewed online from
http://hptenders.gov.inby the firms/individual registered on the website which is free of cost.

2. As-the-bids-are-to-be-submitted online are required to be encrypted and digitally signed, the bidders are advised to
obtain Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from suitable venders or from any authorized agency at the earliest.

3. Key dates will be as under:-

the porta

17 Date-of Onlinepublication 02/11/2023 AT 5:00-PM

2 Bowntoadingof e=tender Documents Fromo3-112023at 1000 AMto 14 112023 =t 1100 Aivi

3 Bateof submissionofe-tendering From©03:-112023att1:00-AMtot4- 112023 att+1:30-AM

%4 Physical7Ontine—submissionmof earmestmoney Up-to 130 AMom 4112023

deposit and cost of tender documents

5 Bateof openingof Cover-t(Etigibitity criteria) 4112023 at12:30 P

6 Site Visit From—06-11:2023 at~11:00"AM~to~07:1172023~at~5:00-PM
along with the Assistant Engineer/Concerned Junior
Engineer, Jal Shakti Sub-Division Sangrah.

7| Dateof Opening of Fimanciat Bids Cover-2 Shattrbeinmtimatedseparatety:

The Terms and Conditions may be read online in E-Procurement
--JAN SUCHANA AVAM JAN SAPARK--

Executive Engineer

3657/HP Jal Shakti Division Nohradhar

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General Public is hereby informed that
one person Namely: Praveen Chandra,
S/lo: Ramesh Chand Awasthi, Rl/o:
Khasra MNo. 17/44, Gali No. 10-B,
Swatantra Nagar, Marela, Delhi, Age:
30 Years, Height: 5'4" Complexion:
Wheatish, Face: Long, Built: Thin,
Wearing: Check Shirt, Blue Colour Pant
and Hawai Chappal in Feet, has been
missing =ince 02.10.2023 from his
house. In this regard DD No. 120A,
Dated: 27.10.2023 has been registered at
P.5.: Narela, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the
missing person but no clue has come to light so far. If anyone
have any information about this missing person. Please inform to
the following.

Praveen Chandra

Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641 SHO
Website : hﬁﬂ:ﬁﬂl}l.ﬂit.il‘l PS.: Narela. Delhi
E-Mail ID: cic@cbi.gov.in ; :

iyt Ph.: 011-27282350, 9315250395,
DP/12509/0N/2023 9968620966

Office of the Resident Commissioner, Jharkhand Bhawan

Government of Jharkhand
Vasant Vihar, New Delhi-110057

RE-TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tender is invited from firms/individuals for sale (as is where basis is) of the
below mentioned used Government Vehicles as per the following terms and conditions.

I e

S.No. Type of Vehicle Registration No. Model Reserve Price
01 Honda (Civic) DL7CF 7953 2009 60,000/-
02 Honda (Civic) DL7CF 7954 2009 60,000/- |

Terms and Conditions

1. PR MNo.-309536 Cabinet (23-24) D dated 20.10.2023 is hereby cancelled due to insufficient
number of bidders. In the light of the above, sealed tenders are again invited for the
same.

| 2. Tenders will be received in the office of the Resident Commissioner, Government of
Jharkhand, Vasant Vihar, New Delhi 110057 on or before Date 29.11.2023 upto 05:00 P.M.
The sealed tender alongwith earnest money deposit of Rs.5000.00 in the form the
Demand Draft in favour of Resident Commissioner, Jharkhand Bhawan, New Delhi, failing
which the tender will be summarily rejected. Detailed information along with Proforma
for offering rates for disposal of used vehicles may be obtained from the O/o Resident
Commissioner, Jharkhand Bhawan, New Delhi on any working day.

3. The Resident Commissioner, Jharkhand Bhawan, New Delhi reserved the rights to
accept/reject any or all the tender/tenders without assigning any reason.

4. The bidders who have previously submitted tender documents at Jharkhand Bhawan, New
Delhi may get their sealed envelopes (as submitted) on any working day from Jharkhand
Bhawan, New Delhi.

5. Firms/Bidders may inspect the vehicle at Jharkhand Bhawan, Vasant Vihar, New Delhi.
(Contact Person Mr. Tarun Kumar, Protocol Assistant, Mob. No. 9868100813 & Mr. Rajesh
Xalxo, Protocol Assistant, Mob. No. 9599310359)

Approved by Principal Resident Commissioner Chief Administrative Officer

Government of Jharkhand
lharkhand Bhawan, New Delhi

. PR 310527 Cabinet(23-24#D

MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT & HIGHWAYS, NEW DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

NATIONAL HIGHWAYS DIVISION,Dhanbad.
E-mail:eenhdivisiondhanbad({@gmail.com

MNotice Inviting Bid

| Bid/ Package no.- NH/Dhanbad/02/2023-24 ( 4™ Call ) Dated- 02.11.2023

' RFP for Construction of ROB at Km-209 of NH-114A near Jagdishpur Lﬁ} ﬂ:ﬂz‘ Iﬁf
The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways through Chiel Engineer, National |
| Highway Wing, Jharkhand, Ranchi 1s engaged in the development of National ”I}:h'ﬁ. aysand |

ﬁ to undertake Construction of ROB at Km-209
H-114A near Jagdishpur (LC No. 5/B/E) in the State of Jharkhand on EPC |

Procurement and |

Transport & Highways/ MNattonal|
tate Public Works Department/ Bﬁfdﬁ—fﬁ&d—é@&ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ:

| Ehairenan | CE (NH) PWD State AB&BR] now invites bids from eligible contractors for the |

:g?}{?E} in the State of Jharkhand on EPC mode. (JOB NO-NH-114A-JH
as art of this endeavour, it has been decide

mnde (JOB NO-NH-114A-JHR-2020-21-297)]. lhrm:%_h an I‘ﬂLtTIL-L'I'I]li:
i mhlruclmr] {EF’F} Contract. [The Ministry of Roa 3

1cprﬂscntl.d by its DE[RD]&SS

tullnwmh project:

State ~H ICB Name of Estimated Compl Mainte
Mo, Mo, Work Cost iIn Rs. etion nance
b e Cr.) Period |  Period
Construction of ROB at Km-209| ., .., ' 10
of NH-114A near Jagdishpur dchidinie |8 (T ]
Tharkhand | 114A ch No. 5 /B/E) in the State of | oo "F'% | (Eighteen | 1150 S5
harkhand on EPC mode.(JOB |, .- "o o | Months) C‘d [,rl
NO-NH-114A-JHR-2020-21-297). |- " 21HHAE ompichion

The mmp]u,h BID document can be viewed / downloaded from official
| website https:// eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app from 17.11.2023 to 02.01.20
[I§T). Bi v:.lEl must mbmu its Financial bid and Technical

Bid at https://

_ﬁrm_un_y.n in/eprocure/app on or before 02.11.2024 {upto 17:00 Hrs). Bids received online |

all be opened on 11.01.2024 (after 17:00 hours IST).

Bid through any other mode shall not be entertained. However, E-Bank Guarantee/ |
and Joint Bidding |
| Agreement etc. shall be submitted physically by the Bidder within 7 days from the bid due date. |
| In case of Original BGs in confirmation of scanned copies are not submitted within this period |

for National |
ichways and its |
lease note that the Ministry/ Authority/ Executing Agency réserve the |

| Insurance l-.un:l'.f Bond , receipt of document fee, Power of Attorne

]I{E( the bidder, the bidder will be debarred tor one wvear from bidding
ghways/other C en trall "-.pumm ed works of M mistry of Road Tmmpur‘t &
LII]E]LHILI‘IUHL EIL.L-I'I.L I'L-‘\
| right to accept or reject all or any of the BIDs without assigning any reason whatsoever.
Executive Engineer

PR 310604 {Hﬁﬂd}ﬂaizﬂ*n N:l."i.ﬂl'l&] HiEhWﬂ\' [}h"iﬁ-iﬂ“1 Dhu"h‘ﬂd

Office Of Superintending Engineer 3
-

Civil Circle, P.W.D., Devpura Haridwar

Website- http://pwd.uk.gov.in

E-mail: sepharpwduk @gmail.com

Dated : 03/11/2023

Letter No. 2595/06C-Civil Circle/23
National Competitive Bidding (E-Tendering)

On the behalf of “Governor of Uttarakhand”, Superintending Engineer, Civil Circle, PWD, Haridwar invites
item rate bid through E-tendering under Two Bid system. All information related to tender will be available
from 17.11.2023 and onwards on website http://www.uktenders.gov.in.

SEARCH FOR MISSING PERSON

General public is hereby informed that
one person namely Gulab S/o Late Ram
Asare Rfio N-14/411 Munshi Ram Dairy,
Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi. Age 39 years,
Height 5'6", Complexion Wheatish, Built
Normal, Face Long, Black & White Beard
wearing Yellow T-Shirts Black Pant, &
White Sleeper in feet has been missing

Gulab since 01.08.2023 from his house. Sincere
efforts have been made by local police to trace out this
person but no clue has come to light so far. In this regard
a DD No. 70-A dated 15.10.2023 has been lodged at PS
Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi.

»

Any person having any information or clue about this missing
person may kindly inform to the following.

Website: http:ichi.nic.in

Email: cici@cbi.gov.in SHO
Fax: 011-23011334 PS Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi
Ph: 011-230140486, 23015218 Ph.: 8750870231, 9968537861

OF11RS0NWIZ023 E-mail: sho.mukherjingri@delhipolice.gowv.in

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

A tribute to Brave hearts
04th November 2012

CISF proudly remembers the
supreme sacrifice of these
brave-hearts. On this day, they
laid down their lives at the altar
of duty while fighting with the
LWE outfits at BIOM Bacheli.
Their courage and bravery
would remain an abiding source
of inspiration for the force. The force will remain eternally
indebted to them for their noblest deed.

LK -JIT m Jul
Tender Notice No: 17, - -1 . Dt: 03-11-2023
Number of works-3 Works, Value of works (ECV): Rs.455.57 Lakhs
Tender downloading Starting Dt: 04-11-2023; Closing Dt: 20-11-2023.
Note: Further details at hitp//www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in
EE-Il (WSM) Cell No.99480 78503

SE (WS&5) Cell No.99480 95519
5d/- Commissioner, GVMC, Visakhapatnam
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ARJUN
BIOM BACHELL

HC/GD PN
CHATTERJEE
BIOM BACHELI

AN MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

(An Autonomous Institution of Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH PUNE

Dr. Homi Bhabha Road, Pune-411008. Website: www.iiserpune.ac.in

Global Tender Notice (E-Procurement Mode)
IISER Pune invites bids from Original Equipment Manufacturers,
Foreign Principals and Indian Agents of Foreign Principals,
Authorized Distributors of Original Equipment Manufacturer fon
procurement and installation for the Laser Scanning Confocal
Microscope. Tender documents are published on :
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app and
https://www.iiserpune.ac.in/tenders
Advt. No: IISER/S&P/11/23-24 Dated 01/11/2023

Directon

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Where as complaint has been made before me that accused Subhash
$/o Sh. Om Prakash, R/o- H No. A-10/16, Chetram Gali, Maujpur,
New Seelampur, Delhi has committed (or suspected to have
committed) the offence in case registered vide E-FIR No.
00261,/2020 U/s 379 IPC PS. L.LP Estate, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused
Subhash can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Subhash has absconded {or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Subhash of case
E-FIR No. 00261/2020 U/s 379 IPC PS. |.P. Estate, Delhi is required
to appear before this court (or before me) to answer the complaint on
or before the day of 06.12.2023 By Order

3h. Vinod Kumar
Metropolitan Magistrate-03
Central District, Room No. 150

DP/12441/CD/2023 (Court Matter) Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

rtal of the CPPP |
4 {upto 1700 Hrs

Office of the Executive Engineer

Road Construction Department, Road Division, Garhwa

e-Procurement Notice
For Mational Competitive Bidding
(Short Term Tender)
e- Tender Heference Mo. : RCTY e '-.RH".‘-.-% 1123,2023-24 Date:- 03.11. ll]li-

[1. [ Name of the work Imprmtmcnl: of H:ln:lmg [;lualm work
of Tildag More to Atola More road
(Tatal Length 23,425 km.) under Boad
e e e e e ———_ e ————————— nhlﬁhll'l {.ﬂr!.“ﬂ

| 2o, | Approximate Value of Work | Rs. [Il,ﬁ-"- Iﬂ' 33200 lHI.I|'IL g5 Ten crose
Sinty Five Loc Twenty thousand Three

[ bundred Thiry Twod only.

| Rs. b, 000000 (Bupees Ten Lac "_!-I"'.l_.-
six Thousand) only.

| 03 (Five) Months.
22-11-2023, 12.00 Noon

| b. | Bid Security®

13 | Time of C ..:umph.uun B

[4, | Last date/Time for receipt of

.. S I'll-ljﬂ -
[ 8. | Date of Publication of Tender

| [onwebsite
[ 6. | Name & address of office
Inviting tender

(-11-2023, 1030 AL,

| Executive Engineer,

RO, Boad Davision, Crarhwa
| Pin Code - 522114
FGSG1-29516]

[ 7. | Contact ne: of Procurement
[ [obhicer
[8. | Helpline number of -
E'“rl_ll. ki |1|q\.r|t ._.g||

&S 1-24000010

Mote ;- The Bid Amount & H::’I security will be decrease or increase,
Further details can be seen on website http.//iharkhandtenders.gov.in |
LICAM registration is mandatory for the bidders who are already registered |
in appropriate class with road construction department Govt. of |
Jharkhand. Executive Engineer,

Road Construction Department
PR 310564 Road (23-24) D Koad hvision, Garhwa

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

NPCL NOIDA POWER COMPANY LIMITED
CIN: U31200UP1992PLC0O14506
Notice Inviting Bids for Procurement
of Solar Renewable Power on Short Term basis

Bids are invited by “Noida Power Company Limited having its
registered office at Electric Sub-station, Knowledge Park-IV,
Greater Noida - 201310 (U.P.)" for procurement of 100 MW solar
renewable power during 01.04.2024 to 31.03.2025 as per the
Guidelines of Ministry of Power, Gol dated 30.03.2016. Bid
Document is available on www.mstcecommerce.com.

The Company reserves the right to reject all or any of the Bids or
cancel the bidding process at any stage without assigning any
reasons whatsoever and without any liability.

For any clarification, contact at e-mail id
powertrading@noidapower.com or mobile no. 9718804966,

» Registered Office: 301-306, 3rd Floor, ABHIJEET -V,
flntare Upp. Mayor's Bungalow, Law Garden Road, Mithakhal,

Head (Power Purchase)
5 SEmall Finance Bank | Ahimedabad - 350006, Gujarat. www. fincarebank.com

LOAN AGAINST GOLD - AUCTION NOTICE ON "AS 1S WHERE 15" BASIS

The below mentioned barmower's have been issued notices to pay their outstanding
amounts towards the loan against gold facilities availed from Fincare Small
Finance Bank Lid ("Bank”}, Since the borrower's has/have failed to repay his/their
dues, we are constrained to conduct an auction of pledged gold items/articles
on 10 November 2023 between 11:00 AM - 03:00 PM (Time) at below
mentioned branches according to the mode specified therein. In case of deceased
borrowers, all conditions will be applicable to legal heirs. Please note that in
the event of failure of the above auction, the bank reserves its right to conduct
another auction without pnor intimation.

E-Auction Branch Details (E-auction will be conducled by using Weblink
https://gold.samil.in)

DEHRADUN - 23660000061193 23660000093733 23660000297959
23660000335419 23660000466742 23660000554496

Mote: The auction is subject to certain terms and conditions mentioned in the bid foem,
wiich is made available before the commencement of auction.
Sd/-

Manager

Fincare Smafl Finance Bank

NMDC Limited

(A Government of India Enterprise)
Bailadila lrom Ore Mine (BIOM), Kirandul Complex, CG - 484 556
Corporate Identity Mumber (CIN) - L13100TG1958G0I001 674
NMDC WORKS KIRANDUL
e-tender notification
Tender Enguiry Mo: Works-Kirandul'SP-lliSand Supply 20231 240002, Dabe:0d, 11,2023

MSTC Ref. No.: NMDC | KDLAO523-24/ETI552
Estimated costincluding G5T is Rs 738,20 Lakhs

MMDC Limited, A “NAVARATMA" Public Sector Company under Ministry of
Steel, Govt, of India, invites online bids from prospective bidders for the waork
af "Supply of River Sand at 5P-lll Project, Kirandul".

The detaited NIT and Bid documeants can be viewed and { or downlecaded from
04.11.2023 to 18.11.2023/15:00hrs from following website links;

1. MMDC wabsila — https:iwww.nmdc.co.infnmdctenderidefault.aspx

2. Central Public Procurement FPortal — hitps:/fwww.eprocure.gov.in/
epublishfapp and search tender throwgh tender enguiry number

A4 METOC portal - https:fwww.mstcecommerce.comieprochomel
nmdcibuyer_login.jsp For further help refer to 'vendor guide” given in
MSTC website,

The bidders are requested to submit their bids online through MSTC Limited
website, Tha details of submission of bid through anling ara given in NIT, The
Bidders on regular basks are required to visit the NMDC's website { CPP Portal |/
METC website for cormigendum, if any, at a future date,
For further clanfication, the following can be contacted

CPM -lll, NMDC Works Kirandul, NMDC Limited, behind BIOP School, BIOM
Kirandul Complex, Kirandul. PIN-494 556 email: gnaresh@nmdc.co.in

For and on behalf of NMDC Ltd

HOFP, NMDC WORKS KIRANDUL

PROVISION OF ONLINE
MONITORING & CONTROL

OF ELECTRICAL ASSETS

Tander Motica Mo.: TSK/Elect/145,
Dated: 02-11-2023; E-Tender are invited
by the undersigned for the following work,
Tender No.: LV-T-14.TSK-B85; Brief
l:l.lr;i'ipliun of Ram : Tinsukia Divigion -
Frovision of onhing Manifonng and contnal
of Elecirical Assals, Tender Value:
¥ 1.81.39 804/-, Earnest Money
£ 230 TOlV-- Date & Limea af |:1c|-|.lr|g 41
tondai ai 13:00 his. and opening al 15:00
hrs. on 23-11-2023, The completa
infarmation with the tender documeant of
abcroe a-fendes wall be available up o 13:00

hrs. on 23-11-2023 in the websiie
wana ireps. gov.in,

DREM (Elect), Tinsukia

{5 NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

sidnmers With & Smile

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER CONSTRUCTION
DIVISION (E/M), U.P. JAL NIGAM|
(NAGARIYA), STP CAMPUS,
MALHIPUR ROAD, SAHARANPUR
Latter No. T01/Nividal31
Date- 01-11-2023
E-TENDER NOTICE

E-bids are invited on the
behall of Chaiman, UP Jal
Migam for “Construction of 1 no.
Rebore Tubewell by D.CJ/R.C.
Rig Machine and its other
associated works complete in
Saharanpur city under Deposit
Work (15th Finance
Commission) , Distt-
Saharanpur at Ward No. 17
Garhi Maluk Tikona Park." from
eligible, reputed and axpanenced
bidders. Deialled bid document
will be available for download
from 08/11/2023 at 01:00 P.M. on
Uttar Pradesh Governmentl's e-
procurement portal
https:/fetender.up.nic.in and
maybe submitted online upto
18.11.2023 at 03:00 PM. E-
tender Cost iz Rs 3000+18%
GST. Tenders will be opened on
18.11.2023 at 03:30 P.M., in this
office

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY €7 &
OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

Sr. DEEMTRD & GSUWIP, acling for and
om behalfl of The President of India invites
E-Tenders for following works, Manual
offers are not allowead againat this tender,
and any such manuwal offer received shall
be ignorad. Sr.Mo. 1. NIT Mo.: GEU-JIP-
EL-ABS5-23-24-18 Mame of work: TRD
Work in connection with proposad, FOB
(Foot over-bridge) andior High-level
platforms gt RE, KRH & AWR stations
over Jaipur Divigian, Under dmrit Bharat
Station Schemea. HIT cost (Rs.):
B3.85,910.50 Bid Security [Rs.):
1,87, 700,00 Tender opeaning date:
29.11.2023 Sr.No. 2. NIT No.: GSU-JP-
EL-ABSS- 23-24-17 Mame of work:
TRD Wark in connection with proposed
FOB (Foot over-bridge] and'or High-
lewal platforms at RHG, BRI & DO
slations aver Jaipur Division, Undear
Amwit Bharat Station Schame. NIT cost
(Rs.): 68,24 284 45 Bid Security (Rs.):
1,36,500.00 Tender opening date:
29.11.2023 Mote: Date & time of
closing e-tenders: On fender opsning
date Upto 1500 hrs. Date & time of
opaning a-tendars: On lender opaning
date after 15,00 hrs Complete details of
tender can be seen on website:

http:ffwww.ireps.gov.in - [[359_AC/23

BN L.

8 3 oy 7 e T e B B e T = R
Ay shrar e (s |
Feret i 2 Fefey w7 /s spnfe
e £ et 2171112023 1 3T
1:00 FH 7% A6 TEE WU w5
At e - Pl fertes 221102023 =]
AT 1.00 T4 T Wl st (1)
THoTa0w0 115 | ECC(D) Ag/2023-
24 :- 220 S0 U= faw=T, @A
Tiesey war=r T, SATy e i o
mﬂmmwum—f{ﬁww
el Ud W=eHE #F FE1 (2)
fofaodo 116/ECC(D)Ag/ 2023~
24 1= 220 FOH0 T MR, AP
Treq =g e AR SR e
1 T WA o s A i T
= FowE (3) frofaoso 117
fECC {D]l Ag/2023-24:- 220
FOE0 T fas=n s WofeE
=] FoTEren e (ST e [
A 4 wfawiE ;o wEaiE e
AR 7 ST Frlie i T o
FH | (Frn faegn wee % e
www.dvvnl.org UH

hitps: fjetender up.nic.in HEH |
7 S 1142 ¢ Faomo o a0 (o o fie )
it i ()

A2, o 0201023

Sr. Name of work Earnest| Cost of | Time of | Validity of Category of Contractor
No. Money | Tender | Comple-| Tender
(Rs. in (Rs.) tion of (Days)
Lacs) work
(Months)

1 2 3 4 5 6 i 7

1 |Widening and| 5.83 Rs. 12 120 Days |Registered 1n category ‘B’ or
strengthening work of] 5000.00+ | Months above for Road work in any of]
Rohalki-Sahdevpur- 18% GST the Govt. department /Govt.
Bodahedi road in undertaking of Uttarakhand state
Vidhansabha Jwalapur or registered in category ‘B’ or
of Haridwar district above for Road work in any
(from km 5.50 to 8.50) other State Govt./ Central Govt.
Under the state plan department/ Govt. undertaking.
year 2023-24.

2 |Work of strengthening| 5.84 Rs. 12 120 Days |Registered in category ‘B’ or|
by DBM and BC of the 5000.00+ | Months above for Road work in any of]
missing part of the old 18% GST the Govt. department /Govt.
National Highway-58 undertaking of Uttarakhand state
under Bahadarabad or registered in category ‘B’ or
town in relation to above for Road work in any
Bahadarabad bypass in other State Govt./ Central Govt.
Vidhansabha Jwalapur department/ Govt. undertaking.
of Haridwar district
under deposit. .

Note:-Submission of following documents in original is essential in office of undersigned on/before the last

date and time of uploading tender by the bidders.

1. Cost of tender document Rs. 5000.00+G.S.T. as applicable only in the form of demand draft in the name
of Executive Engineer, Provincial Division, PWD, Haridwar, Bank Draft for Rs. 5000.00 & GST Rs.
900.00 to be submitted separately.

2. Rs 100.00 Non Judicial stamp affixed with duly signed Rs. 1.00 Revenue stamp for the validity of the

Tender including certificate for validity up to 120 days and the name of work/Tender ID.

Earnest Money to be pledged in the name of Superintending Engineer, Civil Circle, PWD, Haridwar.

4. Attach Copy of Registration.

O8]

Sd/- (S.K. Garg)
Superintending Engineer
Civil Circle, PWD, Haridwar

epeper giniipne < - con uE B

Notice E-Auction g i T, e o e amme
Senior Divisional Commaercial Manager, Lucknow invites E-tendering
system on behalf of President of India on www.ireps.gov.in 6 e a3 1Kol ATV 47 Y TENDER NOTICE *"
I:.d?mill:;‘?-lE?&EE%ISL;?E‘LTT;;EEEAE:?:;DL: s:l 3;%??:'{;19&1;217023;15;?:;?: SR. NAME OF BOARD/ NAME OF WORK OPENING DATE, AMOUNT/EMD| WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER/CON-
- . 3 ! : NO. CORP./AUTH NOTICE TENDER CLOSING DATE| (APPROX.) IN BOARD CORP./AUTH TACT DETAILS/EMAIL
Details of auction notice no , Trains no Details are as under- (TIME) RUPEES
ﬁﬂ Engcr.:rﬂ.ﬂrh T:.::n From © frEqu’:;:cF IEI;:;::? " MUNICIPAL BEE'I(')ES(-I;I\SI)E GN?)EE;\; P CLOSING 83.16 https://et_en_ders. 7042342281
(inaweek)| Close of COMMITTEE TO H NO. 1794 P IN DATE LACS hry.nic.in SECY.MC.DHARUHE
Auction DHARUHERA Y'\\I/Al\lzzg BISA;’U%EE%TSTS 07.11.2023 RA@GMAIL.COM
1 |15048-15047-VP-1- [15048-| Gorakhpur| Kolkata 1 16.11.23 | REWARI WORKS
,:Eaﬁfg;;faij 156047 [FE:J];}'P 135.:“] 22425 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
2 [15078-15077-VP-1-[15078-] Gomill |Kamakhya 1 16.11.23
GTNR-KYQ-22-2 15077 Nagar Day | al 6 ete Wz NV SN fe JITT VI Y TENDER NOTICE b 2
(Parcel-Parcel Van) {Monday) [ 13.40
3 115048-15047-YP-1- | 15048- Gnrakhpur Kolkata 1 16.11.23 NAME OF BOARD/ NAME OF WORK OPENING DATE AMOUNT/EMD WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER/CON-
GKP-KOAA-23-1 15047 DE'_I." It NO CORP./AUTH NOTICE TENDER CLO(S1I_:\I|\IIGEI)3ATE (A;TjF;(é)éélN BOARD CORP./AUTH TACT DETAILS/EMAIL
(Parcel-Parcel Van)| ~ . (Monday) [ 13.50 | = :
4 115009-15010-YP-1- | 15009-| Garakhpur| Mailani I.::I-emile.-l'I 16.11.23 1' MUNICIPAL gﬁ;’lgﬁgz;&%ggeﬁﬁ 31.10.2023 | 32.62 LACS hitps:/etenders. xenmcrohtak @ gmail.
GKP-MLN-22-1 15010 at CORPORATION,|  PARK 2 AND AAJGURD | 012028 hry.nic.in com
iParcel-Farcel Van) 14,00 ROHTAK PARK IN SUGAR MILL
5 [15052-15051-VP-1-[15052-| Garakhpur] Kolkata 1 16.11.23 COL?AN(\;( \%E%ﬁo 21,
GRP-KOAA-22-2 | 15051 Day al " '
(Parcel-Parcel Van) {Thursday)[ 14.10 22414 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
6 [12589-125%0-VP-1- [12589-| Gorakhpur|Secunderabad| 01 Day in [16.11.23
ol s M e oo | o GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
{Parcel-Parcel Van ay :
7 [12533-12534-VP-1-|12533-| Lucknow |Chatrapati| 1 |16.11.23 OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, PWD (ROADS)
LJN-CSMT-23-2 112534 Shivaj Day at ASSAM, CHANDMARI, GUWAHATI-03
(Parcel-Parcel Van) Terminus [(Thursday)| 14.30
8 [15048-15047-VP-1-|15048-|Gorakhpur| Kolkata 1 |16 11.23| | No. CE/CW/29/2023-24/01
GKP-KOAA-23-2 | 15047 Day at PRESS NOTICE INVITING TENDER
B b 1o Bl . : eaday) - TRy The Chief Engineer, P.W.D (Roads), Assam on behalf of the Governor of Assam invites bid from
g 125?1;1;.5,.13?_;_5?1‘_ 12255;}:.:1_ LUGKnow cg‘:i'f;?!' D:w 16';: 23 approved and eligible contractors registered with Assam PWD (Roads_) for one work amour_lting
(Parcel-Paresl Van) Terminus | (Manday) | 1450 tc_> Rs. 677.62 Lakh (Approx.) under SOPD (G) for the year 2023-24 in Kamrup (Metropolitan)
10{12533-12534-VP-1- |12533.] Lucknow |Chatrapati 1 |164123| | district of Assam.
LJN-CSMT-23-3 | 12534 Shivaji Day at Scheme is not yet sanctioned by the competent authority. In the event of non- sanction of the scheme,
{Parcel-Parcel Van) Terminus | (Saturday]| 15.00 bids may be cancelled and no claim what so ever on this account shall be entertained from the bidders|
11115050-15049-VP-1- 150501 Garakhpur| Kolkata 1 16.11.23 Details may be seen at website- assamtenders.gov.in and also at the office of the
T oo Cay 2 undersigned in the “City Works Cell”, from 04.11.2023 during office hours.
{Parcel-Parcel Van) i=aturday)| 15.10 E— . .
Period of contract: 02 years, Date and Time of Auction Start (all lots): Chief Engineer, FTWD (Road_s)!
Date-16-11-2023 at 13-00 hrs, Web Site address: www.ireps.gov.in Janasanyog/CF/3367/23/04-NOV-23 Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3
{EAUCTION MODULE)
CPRONVanijya-162 Divisional Railway Manager{Comm.) Lucknow

MNeaever travel on roof and foot boards.
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14 BIG PICTURE

HE ‘Maharaja of Gwalior’ ral-
lied his troops for war. “Mera
senapati apne qila ka hifazat
karega (My commanders will
protect the fort),” Union min-
ister Jyotiraditya Scindia, the 52-year-old
scion of Gwalior’s erstwhile royal family, said
as he addressed BJP workers at Piprai village
inMadhya Pradesh’s Ashok Nagar district on
October 29. Scindia spots a party worker in
the crowd sipping water and addresses him
directly, “My commander, you can drink wa-
ter later; now is the time for war.”

Around 250 km away, atop a hill, lies the
Raghogarh fort, where the traditional oppo-
nents of the Gwalior royal family have setin
motion a plan to unseat Scindia and the rul-
ing BJP from the Gwalior-Chambal region.

Clutching a walkie-talkie in his hand,
Jaivardhan Singh, 37, the son of former
Madhya Pradesh chief minister Digvijay Singh
and heir to the erstwhile Raghogarh princely
state of the Gwalior Residency, is busy sur-
veying the seats where rebel candidates of
the Congress might damage the party’s
prospects.

“There isan undercurrent in this election,”
says Jaivardhan as he turns off his walkie-
talkie to talk to The Indian Express. “Our main
strategy is to take the message to every home
in Gwalior-Chambal that Scindia backstabbed
the people's mandate, which is the biggest
sin.”

Ahead of the November 17 elections in
Madhya Pradesh, The Indian Express travelled
over 790 km, starting from the Gwalior-
Chambal region, where this battle of royals is
playing out, and ending at Chhindwara, the
home base of Kamal Nath, the ageing yet
most effective combatant in the Congress’s
ranks whois still smarting from Scindia’s ‘be-
trayal’ of 2020 and is patiently waiting to re-
claim his seat.

Inthelastelections, in 2018, the Congress
rode to power, bagging 114 of the 230 seats,
while the BJP, after three terms in power un-
der Shivraj Singh Chouhan, had ended up
with 109. But the tables soon turned, with the
Congress’s leaders in Gwalior-Chambal, led
by Scindia, walking over to the BJP camp and
bringing the party back to power. Now, three
years later, the Congress’s former CMs, Kamal
Nath and Digvijay Singh, who have portrayed
themselves as ‘Jai’ and ‘Veeru’ from the 1975
classic Sholay, are out to exact ‘revenge’. The
BJP under Union Home Minister Amit Shah
has spared no effort and unleashed its heavy-
weights, including three Union ministers, four
MPs and one national general secretary to de-
fend its fort.

This election, it's an all-out war in Madhya
Pradesh — and in the style of the many
princely battles this region has witnessed,
thereis the right dose of intrigue, betrayal and
revenge.

Gwalior-Chambal belt

34 seats: Scindia to be tested

On September 4, CM Chouhan rushed to
Ujjain’s Mahakal temple, alarmed over a
drought looming across the state. The CM
made a desperate appeal to the public to con-
serve electricity and pray for good rains.

The Regional Meteorological Centre stated
that around 20 of the state’s 52 districts had
received deficit rainfall in August and that this
had taken a toll on the crops.

Coming as it did in an election year, the
drought is bad news for the ruling BJP, with
the pain acute in the agrarian Gwalior-
Chambal belt. The BJP has traditionally per-
formed well in the region — it won 16 of the
34 seats here in 2008 and 20 in 2013 — but
faced a setback in the 2018 polls. That elec-
tion, the Congress, riding on its promise of
farm loan waivers and people's expectation
that Scindia would become CM, walked away
with 26 seats. But as Scindia crossed over in
2020 with some of his supporters, including
22 MLAs, the BJPimprovediits tally to 16 seats,
marking its return to power.

This election will see Scindia, who has had
to fight for political space in the BJP, fend off
arejuvenated Congress, which fancies its
chances and hopes to exact its ‘revenge’.

BJPleaders say they are confident of mak-
ing a comeback in this region. “All the top
leaders are now with the BJP and the

ﬂpaper..nelss.t:nm

Battleground MP

This way to power

To get a sense of the vote ahead of the November 17 elections in Madhya Pradesh, ANAND MOHAN |
travels across nine districts: from the Scindia bastion of Gwalior-Chambal through arid Bundelkhand

and tribal Mahakoshal to end at Kamal Nath’s Chhindwara

ONTHE POLL TRAIL INMADHYA PRADESH
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165 58 71 114 109

Source: Election Commission of India

Congress will have to rebuild its organisation,”
said a senior BJP leader from the region.

But party leaders admit that beyond these
calculations, there could be other factors —
the drought, for instance.

At a buffalo market in Guna, picking up a
new-born calf and bringing it closer to its
mother, Phool Singh, 32, a cattle trader, says,
“We have been voting for the BJP since we
were young. But now we need change. Young
blood should be given a chance, that is life.”

The drought has meant that several farm-
ers from villages in the nearby districts of
Picchore, Guna, Raghogarh

and Shivpuri — all partof ' We have been Voting
for the BJP since we
were young. But now

Scindia’s stronghold — have
had to sell their buffaloes
and use that money to set up

1 28 1

This poll, it’s an all-out war in Madhya Pradesh. (Clockwise from the top) Chanderi fort; women at
a social function near Chanderi; bangle sellers at the fort; a village in Chambal. Anand Mohan ]

tiguous Scindia turf — with nephew
Jyotiraditya’s Guna making way for aunt
Yashodhara Raje Scindia’s constituency,
where the broken mud roads, piled-up bricks
and empty buildings have left the area’s farm-
ers fuming. With Yashodhara, the sports min-
ister in Chouhan’s Cabinet, recently announc-
ing that she would not contest this year's
election, the BJP has given the ticket to
Devendra Jain, who has been moved from
Kolaras seat in the region.

Though some among the villagers ac-
knowledge that Raje did her bit by buildingan
anaaj mandi, there is still
anger over the water and
power crises. “Raje ji would
have lost if she contested...
so would Scindiaji if he

theirown tubewellconnec-  yve need change. stood for election here. The
tions. cow sheds are empty, the

They air their grievances Young blood should anaaj mandi is not fully op-
against the sitting MLAsin  he given a chance erational, we still livein mud
the larger region — both BJP . qer s ’ brick homes, there are 250
and Congress — over the thatis life homes and not even 50 toi-
“punishing power outages PHOOL SINGH lets,” says Suresh Dhakad,
and lack of water” toirrigate CATTLE TRADER 30, atomato farmer.

their fields. Daulat Ram, 35,
afarmerwho has sold a buf-
falo and its calf for over Rs 30,000, says,
“Water is the most precious resource here.
You can’t depend on politicians and kings
who have now come begging to our
doorstep.”

Inthe 2019 Lok Sabha elections, Jyotiraditya
Scindia had lost from the Guna parliamentary
constituency to his former loyalist K P Yadav
by a huge margin of 1,25,549 votes.

State BJP secretary Rajneesh Aggarwal dis-
misses fears of the drought playing spoilsport
for the party. “The farmers get a stipend of Rs
12,000 amonth (Rs 6,000 stipends each from
the CM and PM), and we have worked hard
to expand the irrigation system. Farmer dis-
tress is a momentary issue.”

Over a hundred km away is Piparsama,
bordering Shivpuri district. It’s part of the con-

From Shivpuri, it's 116
km away to Gwalior, the
headquarters of the Scindia royalty.

The BJP government has lavished much
attention on Gwalior — from a new airport to
an elevated road, a 1,000-bed hospital,
schools and colleges. But the abandoned
building of the NRI College of Engineering and
Management is a bit of a sore thumb.

The Congress has been targeting the BJP
over corruption after the recruitment test for
patwaris (revenue officers) conducted here
was mired in controversy as seven of the 10
toppers emerged from this centre. The row
forced the government to shelve the patwari
recruitments, setting off protests across the
state. Rachna Tomar, a 25-year-old, isamong
those who are angry and upset.

“This is how it is in this state. We spend
years studying, give exams, there is some

scam, the recruitments are put on hold and
we grow old waiting for jobs,” she says.

Bundelkhand region

26 seats: Caste in the mix

The dusty ravines of the Guna-Chambal
belt give way to the rocky hills and highlands
of Chanderi, a town in Ashoknagar district.

Here, the incumbent two-time Congress
MLA, Gopal Singh Chouhan alias ‘DaggiRaja’,
who traces his lineage to a feudal family of
Bundelkhand, is facing an uphill battle.

Chouhan was recently seen in a video,
spreading his kurta out as if

But this election, the Congress has stirred
the pot with its promise of carrying out a caste
census if voted to power. In his rallies across
the state, senior Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi too has been promising a caste census
— seen by many as the party's attempt to get
the OBCs onits side as it counters the BJP’s ag-
gressive Hindutva politics.

OBCs make up 50 per cent of the popula-
tion in the state and are considered to be the
BJP’s core strength. Three of its former CMs
— Uma Bharti, Babu Lal Gaur and Shivraj
Singh Chouhan — are OBCs, with Bharti hail-

ing from Bundelkhand.

to seek alms and pleading ‘“We spend years “We hope this doesn’t gain
that {}othlng shoul;l go studying, give traction among voters. It
wrong” with the elections. . might cause us serious
“My honouris at stake,lam  €XaIs, there is damage if that happens,”
beggingyou,” Chouhan sgid. some scam, the admits a BJP worker in
Speaking to The Indian . Sagar.

Express, the MLA putona Iecruitments are put The BJPis banking onits
brave froqt. “Iwentto spegk on hold and we orow de.velop.mept proj.ects in
to the Rajput community .. . , this region, including the
and pleaded with them. old waiting for ]ObS clearance granted to the Rs
may be a jagir (feudal lord), RACHNA TOMAR 44,605-crore Ken-Betwa
but [ am a servant. There is GOVT JOB ASPIRANT Link Project (KBLP). On

no anti-incumbency; I will
win with a record margin.”

But Chouhan has reasons to worry. The
larger farmer distress in the state has had its
impact on Chanderi’s sari and bangle traders,
who have reported dipping sales. “Sales are
half this year. Most businessmen have sus-
tained massive losses. Daggi Raja is inacces-
sible and has never shared our pain,” says
Abhinav Pateria, 47,a Chanderi sari salesman.

The Bundelkhand region grapples with a
punishing paradox. While itis rich in precious
minerals and is home to a diamond mine (in
Panna), it is one of the most impoverished
and drought-prone regions of the state.

The region has 26 Assembly constituen-
cies, including six reserved for Scheduled
Castes. Considered a BJP stronghold, the party
holds 18 seats compared to the Congress’s

severn.

September 14, PM Modi in-
augurated industrial proj-
ects worth Rs 50,700 crore in Bina city, includ-
ing aRs 49,000 crore petrochemical complex.

The BJP was on the mark much before the
poll season kicked off, with Prime Minister
Modi laying the foundation for the Rs 100-
crore Sant Ravidas temple at Badtuma village
in August. At the site of the temple, friends
Roshan Ahirwar and Ajay Ahirwar, both grad-
uatesin their early 20s and both unemployed,
are happy with the “progress” they have seen
under the local BJP MLA.

At 11 pm, as they stand outside their homes
under a street lamp, they agree “this would
have been impossible” just two years ago.

“Our parents would have never had the
courage to stand outside our homes at night.
Upper-caste men would hurl abuses if we did
that. The BJP MLA has done a lot of work here,
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including putting up this street light,” says
Roshan, before adding, “But unemployment
isamassive issue. There is a strong undercur-
rent here... every young man from my area
will vote the BJP out.”

Mahakoshal region

38 seats: Tribal votes are key

The arid backdrop of Bundelkhand gives
way to the relative prosperity of the
Mahakoshal region, marked by its fertile black
soil and sugarcane fields.

It was in Jabalpur in the Mahakoshal re-
gion, which serves as the state's cultural nerve
centre, that the CM released the first instal-
ment of the Ladli Behana Yojana, which pro-
vides amonthly stipend of Rs 1,250 to women
voters between 21 and 60 years of age. The
political calculation behind the move was not
missed.

Jabalpuris the gateway to tribal seats in the
Mahakoshal region, which has become a key
battle ground this poll season. Tribals account
for over 21 per cent of the state’s population,
with 47 Assembly seats reserved for STs. With
38 Assembly seats, including seven in Kamal
Nath's bastion of Chhindwara, the Mahakoshal
region will witness a high-stakes fight given
thatit is prone to swing every election.

In 2018, the Congress’s performance in
this region had proved crucial for the party as
itwon 24 seats here compared to the BJP’s 13.
In 2013, the script was the reverse — the BJP
had won 24 seats while the Congress was lim-
ited to 13. The mood in the region’s
Narsinghpur Assembly constituency, the base
of Union minister Prahlad Patel, is upbeat.
Patel has been brought in from Delhi to re-
place his brother and sitting MLA Jalam Patel.

The district has a surplus grain production
and its farmers are comparatively richer than
their counterparts in the Gwalior-Chambal
and Bundelkhand regions.

At a sugarcane field in Bhaisa village,
Pramod Yadav, 32, has few complaints. As har-
vest season approaches, he expects to earn
over Rs 1 lakh around Diwali. “Farmers here
are better off and more educated. We also
have more economic support, so there is not
much anger against politicians here,” he says.

As the BJP targets the tribal vote, it has a
fight on its hands in Amarwara, where two-
time Congress MLA Kamlesh Shah, from the
Harrai tribal royal family, is up against the
party’s Monika Batti, daughter of the late
Manmohan Shah Batti, who was president of
the Akhil Bhartiya Gondwana Party (ABGP).

Men hanging dangerously from speeding
trucks filled with water pipes is a common
sightin Amarwara. “There are noirrigation fa-
cilities. We have to arrange for water supply on
our own. The government has done nothing,”
said DaraRam Kumbre, 35, atribal farmer, who
spent Rs 11,000 to buy over a thousand water
pipes to irrigate his wheat fields.

Over a 100 km from Narsinghpur is
Chhindwara, Kamal Nath’s home turf, where
a 101-foot-tall Hanuman statue dominates
the landscape. The statue — and the symbol-
ism surrounding it — are key weapons for
Nath this poll season.

Since losing power, Nath has portrayed
himself asa Hanuman devotee, organised sev-
eral religious events, held aHanuman Chalisa
paath (recitation) at his home in Bhopal, and
overseen the merger of a Hindutva outfit
called the Bajrang Sena with the Congress.

Nath's image is imprinted across
Chhindwara, with its mostly tribal popula-
tion unflinchingly faithful to Nath, who has
won every election from here since 1980.
Located atop a plateau nestled among dense
forests, this isamong the most developed dis-
tricts in the tribal belt with rail connectivity,
smooth roads, a series of skill development
institutes, and factories, including Raymond
and Unilever.

At Lal Duan village, several tribal women
wait for a pick-up truck to take them to a con-
struction site where they work as labourers.
Three of them are doing their BA courses,
hoping to be the first women from their vil-
lage to graduate. “The roads to our village are
broken, we don't have farms towork on soit's
difficult to survive. The monthly stipend by
the Chief Minister helps our families, but un-
der Kamal Nath, we never had power cuts or
water shortages,” says Anjana Uike, 18.



THE CHART shows daily mean
contribution of biomass burning —
mainly farm fires in the
neighbourhood — to the PM2.5
concentration over Delhi. Data till
November 2 are from actual
observations; those after November 2
are projections based on satellite data
on active cases of agricultural
burning, climatological data, and
emissions from other sources.

number of agriculture burning
incidents in the northwestern
neighbourhood of Delhi, mainly

THESE TWO maps, from NASA
Worldview, an interactive earth-
observation satellite imagery
interface, shows the situation over
North India on October 28 and
November 3.
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Delhi’s polluting haze
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Punjab, from October 31. This happens
every year around this time, as farmers
burn their agricultural waste to prepare
their fields for the winter crop. The
prevailing wind systems at this time of
the year, directed from Punjab towards
Delhi and further into the Gangetic
plains, carries the smog withiit.

The atmospheric circulation

" T NOVEMBER

during winter is usually anti-cyclonic
in nature, directed downward, which
does not allow the pollutant particles
to escape vertically, and traps them
near the surface, resulting in smog
and haze, and reducing visibility.

.'"" &

AIR ABOVE DELHI: 2 SNAPSHOTS

THE NOVEMBER 3 image shows a
thick haze over Delhi and surrounding
areas, which are attributed mainly to
the sudden spurtin agriculture
burning in Punjab. The October 28
image is relatively clear, though cloudy.
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Fixing Mumbar’s air:
A PRESCRIPTION

In interviews with PRATIP ACHARYA, two of India’s most eminent atmospheric and environmental
scientists suggest some practical solutions to address the problem of deteriorating AQI in Mumbai

EXPERTS EXPLAIN

(GUFRAN BEIG &
SACHCHIDA NAND TRIPATHI

BETWEEN OCTOBER 1 and 30, 66 instances of
poor air quality index (AQI) were recorded in 16
pockets across Mumbai. Sion had bad air for
10days, followed by nine days each in Andheri
and Mazagaon. On some days, the city’s over-
all AQI readings were worse than Delhi’s.

Last winter, in the 92 days from November
1, 2022 to January 31, 2023, the AQI in
Mumbai was poor or worse on 66 days.

Why has air pollution become
a problem in Mumbai?

Mumbai is surrounded by the sea on
three sides. Coastal cities see strong winds,
which sweep away suspended pollutants in
the air. Despite this geographical advantage,
a combination of natural and man-made fac-
tors are driving down the city’s AQL

M According to Prof Beig, due to a change
in climatic conditions, the pattern of wind
reversal (the alternating movement of winds
from land to sea and sea to land, which takes
place every 3-4 days at this time of year) is
taking longer than usual, as aresult of which
winds have also become weaker.

After the southwest monsoon retreated
on October 10, Mumbai has been experienc-
ing relatively calm air, which has contributed
to the delayed wind reversal.

B “Mumbai had an unusually hot
October. A steep temperature gradient be-
tween the city and nearby hilly regions re-
sulted in winds from these areas moving to-
wards Mumbai, picking up dust from major
construction projects in Navi Mumbai and
surrounding areas,” Beig said.

M He flagged ongoing construction works
as a major factor for the poor air. “The past
three years have seen frenetic construction
inMumbai. These are resulting in a huge dis-
placement of dust, and the prevalent climatic
conditions are making dust particles lingerin
the lower atmosphere for longer,” Beig said.

M “Refineries, industries, and garbage-
burning are adding to the problem,” he added.

Beig, however, said he believes the current
problemis temporary. “So many construction
works have been taken up in a short span of
time, without adequate planning for dust mit-
igation measures. The AQIwill get better once
the projects are completed,” he said.

What steps can government
and civic authorities take?

M Itisimportant to firstincrease AQI mon-
itoring in the city, Prof Tripathi said. Mumbai
has 21 AQI monitoring stations, which is less
than a third of the National Clean Air
Programme’s (NCAP) recommended number.

“When you are trying to evaluate the air,
you need to first identify the sources that con-
tribute to the factors that determine the AQL
For example, if garbage burning is taking place
somewhere in the eastern suburbs, it may im-
pact only those who live close by,” Tripathi
said.

All 21 monitoring stations in Mumbai use

A haze hangs above Juhu beach on Thursday afternoon. Amit Chakravarty

WHAT GOVERNMENT, CIVIC BODY & CITIZENS CANDO

INCREASE AQI MONITORING, set up
more units/stations to identify sources
of the problem and trends ata

micro level.

SET UP an independent commission
for air quality management for
Mumbai like in Delhi-NCR.

UPGRADE technical infrastructure
and get trained manpower —
engineers, scientists, health experts,
and legal advisers — in urban local
bodies and pollution control boards.

CARRY OUT an emissions-based
study to frame and implement

policies relating to vehicular
pollution.

ENSURE continuous monitoring of
policies and their effective
implementation. Policies that remain
on paper are of no use.

CITIZENS can use bicycles to the
extent possible, and perhaps walk
more, which can reduce overall
tailpipe emissions to some degree.

ADMINISTRATION can get citizens
involved in the command-and-
control system, so that they can be
effective stakeholders.

Continuous Ambient Air Quality
Monitoring Systems
(CAAQMS), which compute
the air quality by trapping
dust particles in the inlet.
Each station costs between
Rs 1.3 crore and Rs 1.5 crore.

Authorities should also
consider setting up sensor-
based AQI monitoring units
that give hyperlocal data,
Tripathi said. Each of these
units costs around Rs
50,000.

B According to
Tripathi, it is also impor-
tant to integrate the AQI
monitoring system with

DEATH BY
BREATH

MUMBAI'S
TOXIC AIR

AN EXPRESS SERIES

Navi Mumbai, even if the pollution
from the site affects Mumbai’s
AQI,” Tripathi said.

“To address thisissue, one
needs to set up an independ-
ent commission for manage-
ment of AQI. This commission
should empower members to
take action against any viola-
tor irrespective of geographi-
cal borders. This system has

done fairly well in Delhi; the
authorities have taken ac-
tion in Haryana, UP, and
Rajasthan for activities that
would affect the city’s air.”
M Itis also important that
alongside upgrading the tech-

the existing command and
control system of the administration.

“This will not only give us the advantage
of denser monitoring but will alsoempower
the authorities to take immediate preemp-
tive action, because you can take action only
when you have adequate information.

“For example, if it is found that construc-
tion is taking place in a certain pocket with-
out following norms, the authorities can
identify the location and immediately pe-
nalise the violators,” Tripathi said.

M Also, according to Tripathi, Mumbai
should adopt a commission for air quality
management. In the same way as sources of
pollution in Punjab, Haryana (such as stubble
burning) and UP impact Delhi, the air in
Mumbaiis affected by activities that take place
inThane, Navi Mumbai, Bhiwandi, etc., he said.

“The wind does not obey jurisdictions but
the bureaucracy has to, so the municipal com-
missioner of Mumbai would not be able to take
action against garbage burning in Thane or

nical infrastructure, urban lo-
cal bodies and pollution control boards have
trained manpower available in the system.

“The administration needs toropeinanad-
equate number of engineers, scientists, health
experts, and legal advisers. If youlook at Delhi
or London, so many solutions have been
chalked out based on long term research car-
ried out by scientists and experts. In Mumbiai,
academicinstitutions are hardly involved and
I believe that including them in the search for
solutions will bring better results,” Tripathi
said.

M According to Beig, Mumbai also needs
to carry out an emissions-based study to
frame and implement policies relating to ve-
hicular pollution.

“There are several bottlenecks in Mumbai
that see huge traffic congestion. An emis-
sions study needs to be done for these junc-
tions and, based on the findings, an emis-
sions-based policy needs to be chalked out
and implemented immediately on the

ground,” Beig said.

M Also, Beig underlined, monitoring and
implementation are key. “Policies on paper

are of no use unless they are implemented

rigorously on the ground. The civic body and

the state government need to ensure that all

policies are followed,” he said.

How can citizens contribute to

efforts to combat air pollution?

M The authorities must carry out wide-
spread campaigns to raise awareness among
the public on the need to cut vehicular emis-
sions, Tripathi said. “Citizens can use bicy-
cles and perhaps walk more, which can re-
duce overall tailpipe emissions to some
extent,” he said.

M “The administration may also include
citizen’s participation in their command-
and-control system, so that they can com-
plain by sending photographs whenever
unauthorised construction or activities like
garbage burning take place,” Tripathi added.

M The administration should also imple-
ment policies to encourage citizens to switch
to piped natural gas from unclean combustion
methods such as chullahs and stoves, he said.

What can Mumbai learn from

the experience of other cities?

B Mumbai can learn the adaptability
methodologies that cities like Delhi and
London have embraced in the past few
decades, Tripathi said. He reiterated that
Mumbai hasn’t had a new AQI monitoring
station after 2021, whereas Delhi had 25 sta-
tions in 2018 itself. This number had risen to
35in2020, and the capital now has 40 oper-
ational AQI monitoring stations.

“One can see how Delhi augmented the
number of stations to get a vast network of
data. Research institutions too, have been
roped in to carry out regular studies,” he said.

London, Tripathi said, has as many as 110
monitoring stations, apart from sensor-based
monitors. Considering the geography of
Mumbai, it too, should have a similar num-
ber of monitoring stations, he said.

Over the past few years, 530 sensor-based

AQI monitoring stations have been set up in

38 districts in Bihar, and 840 such sensors are
being set up across 75 districts in Uttar
Pradesh, he said.

“Earlier there used to be only 35 moni-
tors in all of Bihar which allowed us to get a
data point only every 5,000 sq km. Today, we
have a sensor for every 300 sq km, and thisis
helping us get micro air shades of the state,”

Tripathi added.

M “Also, in London, private vehicles are
not allowed in certain places that are well
connected by public transport. Mumbai too
can look into this, now that the Metro net-
work is becoming operational in a phased
manner,” he said.

Dr Gufran Beig is Sir Ashutosh

Mukherjee Chair Professor at the National
Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS) at the
Indian Institute of Science (1ISc), Bengaluru,
and founder director of India’s System of Air
Quality and Weather Forecasting and
Research (SAFAR).

Dr Sachchida Nand Tripathi is Professor
at [IT-Kanpur and Member of the Steering
and Monitoring Committee of the National
Clean Air Programme (NCAP).

Dr Beig and Dr Tripathi, both winners of

the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize, are
India’s foremost air pollution experts.

How air pollution impacts economic growth: The evidence in research

ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

CONVENTIONAL WISDOM tends to dismiss
air pollution as an unavoidable by-product
of economic growth — which tends to limit
the urgency for formulating a policy re-
sponse to the problem.

A lot of new research, however, points
to the opposite: that air pollution has a di-
rect, debilitating impact on GDP growth and
per-capita income levels by
reducing worker outputs,
lowering consumer footfall
in consumption-led serv-

ECONOMICS

Policy Research (DEPR)said inits latest report
on Currency & Finance 2022-23 that up to
4.5% of India’s GDP could be at risk by 2030
due tolostlabour hours from climate change
issues, including extreme heat and humidity.

If the impact of the annual cycles of pol-
lution in key manufacturing and services
hubsis added to that estimate, the drainon
economic productivity would be much
more.

AJune 2023 World Bank paper pointed
to evidence that micro-level impacts of air
pollution on health, produc-
tivity, labour supply, and
other economically relevant
outcomes aggregate to

ices, hampering asset pro-
ductivity, and triggering a surge in health
expenses and welfare allocations, especially
in the productive age groups.

This is particularly worrying for a coun-
try like India, where key economic hubs are
impacted. Delhi NCR now faces a recurrent
phase of high pollution at the beginning of
every winter,and Mumbai has been strug-
gling to cope with a polluting haze after the
withdrawal of the southwest monsoon, as
The Indian Express has been reporting.

The extent of impact
The RBI's Department of Economic and

ﬂpaper“nta)-.ass.cnm

“macro level effects that can
be observed in year-to-year changes in
GDP”.The analysis was based on data from
about 550 districts in some 25 states and
Union Territories that contribute, the report
said, to 90% of India’s real GDP. (‘Air
Pollution Reduces Economic Activity:
Evidence from India’; A Patrick Behrer,
Rishabh Choudhary, Dhruv Sharma)

A 2021 paper in The Lancet Planetary
Health, which studied the direct impacts of
air pollution in India on mortality and mor-
bidity, found large inter-state variations in
economic loss as a proportion of the state GDP
— from 0.67% to 2.15% — with the biggest

FOUR AREAS OF IMPACT

Productivity costs beyond absen-
teeism: Employees may tend to
overwork to compensate for lost
time, resulting in burnouts, attrition,
difficulty in attracting talent. Sectors
that rely on mental output, like
investment banking and software
development, are extra vulnerable.

Decline in consumption economy:
When the air is bad, people tend to
stay indoors. In 2019, consumer-
facing businesses could have gained
$22 billion in revenue if pollution
levels were improved. Clothing buys

losses in the low per-capita GDP states of Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
and Chhattisgarh. (‘Health and economicim-
pactof air pollutionin the states of India: The
Global Burden of Disease Study 2019’)

This is relevant since RBI data suggest
that 50% of India’s GDP comes from sectors
that are exposed to heat, which is a rough
approximation for the share of GDP gener-
ated by outdoor work. In comparison, less

and eating out take the biggest hit.

Reduced lifespan for business
assets: Sulphur dioxide and other
pollutants quicken the degradation
of electronic circuitry, which hits IT
assets. Airborne pollutants cause a 5-
12% loss in agricultural yields.

Economic toll from premature
deaths: Air pollution was
responsible for 18% of all deaths in
India in 2019, translating to a loss of
3.8 million workdays.

Dalberg Advisors-Cll report, 2019

than 25% of European GDP is generated by
the same sectors, European Central Bank
data show.

A first-of-its-kind report from Dalberg
Advisors, in partnership with Clean Air
Fund, Blue Sky Analytics, and the
Confederation of Indian Industry, had esti-
mated that air pollution entailed costs of
about $95 billion annually for Indian busi-
nesses, which is about 3% of India’s GDP.

The study, published in September 2021,
collated anecdotal evidence from across
India: (i) footfall in Mumbai’s Linking Road
shopping district dropped by 5% during the
highly polluted period between November
and January; (ii) a rooftop solar company
reported a 13% decrease in the productiv-
ity of its solar panels on high pollution days,
thereby reducing economic viability for so-
lar in India; and (iii) employees at
Bengaluru'’s tech hub, Whitefield Corporate
Zone, reported an 8-10% reduction in pro-
ductivity at work.

The costs of poor air quality, the study
said, was manifested in six distinct ways:
(i) lower labour productivity, (ii) lower con-
sumer footfall, (iii)lower asset productivity,
(iv)increased health expenses, (v) welfare
losses, and (vi) premature mortality.

The challenge for India

More than 20 of the world’s 30 cities
with the worst air pollution are in India.
Delhi has the poorest air quality among
cities globally, with PM2.5 concentration
levels at nearly 10 times the WHO target. A
paper in The Lancet had listed Delhi as the
city with the highest level of per-capita eco-
nomic loss due to pollution among major
Indian cities.

RBI has flagged the heightened concern

for India where employment generation is
still largely linked to economic activities in-
volving the outdoors — agriculture, con-
struction, delivery services, security agency
work, etc. However, air pollution takes a toll
on productivity even in indoor jobs such as
those in call centres.

AJanuary 2019 paper measured data on
the daily productivity of 5,000 workers at
the Shanghai and Nantong call centres of
Ctrip, China's largest travel agency in 2016,
against the government-reported daily air
pollution index (API) for each city.

The study found that for each 10-unitin-
crease in the API, worker productivity,
measured by the number of calls handled,
fell by 0.35%. While the average duration of
individual calls was not impacted by pollu-
tion levels, the time workers spent on break
went up.

Also, poor air quality impeded the per-
formance of otherwise highly productive
employees as much as it did of less produc-
tive workers. (‘The Effect of Pollution on
Worker Productivity: Evidence from Call
Center Workers in China’, Tom Chang and
others, American Economic Journal: Applied
Economics)

The findings of this study are of partic-
ular relevance to India, where the services
sector accounts for more than 50% of GDP.
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STREAMING

WATCH
LI ST ALAKA

SAHANI

CLEOFROMSTO7

MUBI

While she waits for the results of a
medical test, French singer Cléo
Victoire spends a couple of hours
wandering through the streets of
Paris. Along the way, she meets up
with her lover, goes shopping, visits
her model friend Dorothee, and has
a brief affair with a passing soldier.
Directed by Agnés Varda, this 1962
movie featuring Corinne Marchand
in the lead role is a prominent title of
the French New Wave.

GOLDA

LIONSGATE PLAY

Golda, a biographical drama film
directed by Guy Nattiv and written
by Nicholas Martin, follows the in-
tensely dramatic events, high-stake
responsibilities, and controversial
decisions that Golda Meir — the
fourth Prime Minister of Israel —
faced during the Yom Kippur War
in 1973. Her actions, in impossible
circumstances, would ultimately
decide the fate of millions of lives.
The film features Helen Mirren,
Zed Josef, Claudette Williams, and
Henry Goodman.

JAWAN

NETFLIX

The highest-grossing Hindi movie of
the year once again establishes the
pull of a social drama packaged asa
masala entertainer. In this Atlee-di-
rected movie, a prison warden re-
cruits female inmates to commit
outrageous crimes that shed light on
corruption and injustice — and that
lead him to an unexpected reunion.
The cast features Shah Rukh Khan,
Nayanthara,Vijay Sethupathi and
Deepika Padukone.

PEBBLES

SONYLIV

An abusive, alcoholic father drags
his naive son out of school and em-
barks on a journey to bring back his
wife who left him. As the furious
father pledges to kill when he sees
his mother, the young son must try
to protect her. The movie, directed
by debutant PS Vinothraj, has re-
ceived much appreciation during
festival screenings and was se-
lected as India’s official entry in the
international feature film category
for the Academy Awards 2022.

The Remembrance of L.oss

AARYA SEASON 3:PART ONE

Director: Ram Madhvani
Cast: Sushmita Sen, Vikas Kumar, Vishwaijeet Pradhan, Viren Vazirani,
Geetanjali Kulkarni Streaming on: Disney Hotstar

Packs a Punch

the eagle eye of Aarya’s right-hand man
(Vishwajeet Pradhan), the clutch of law en-
forcement officers, led by the dogged Vikas
Kumar, who in turn is being tagged by his
dodgy colleague (Geetanjali Kulkarni),is on
high alert; Aarya’s teenaged son’s (Viren
Vazirani) girlfriend is being targeted by a
man (Indraneil Sengupta) who can’t get
over the killing of his wife; her artist friend
(Maya Sarao) is trapped in a terrible situa-
tion; her former faithful lieutenant
(Sikander Kher) is adrift. And as if all these
messes were not enough, a formidable new
foe (Ila Arun) is snapping at her well-shod
heels: what will Aarya do now?

The familiar nagging feeling at the way

SHUBHRAGUPTA

WE ARE made up of our memories.
When they begin to fade, what's left?
Do we vanish alongside? Does the
residue matter?

Avinash Arun’s Three Of Us is
an evocative, moving testament to
the power of remembrance, and the
act of forgetting, both of which work
in tandem.

Three people are at the heart of
this film: long-married, Mumbai-
based couple Shailaja and Dipankar
Patankar (Shah and Kirkire), and the

spouses fall into, with the old ‘friend’
and the wistful what-might-have-
been question, coming into focus in
one aching, climactic stretch.

On the one hand, there is the un-
derstandable discomfort of a spouse
encountering a stranger who knew
his wife before he did, someone she
has never mentioned before, but
someone she has quite evidently
never forgotten, even as she is on the
cusp of losing all her memories; on
the other is that same man, the one
who was left behind, who has made
a life with a loving woman (Kadam,
effective), and two daughters.

former’s  childhood Ahlawat doesn’t puta
friend-who-could-have- THREE OFUS foot wrong, evenif he
been-more Pradeep arae isabitofastretchasa
Kamat (Ahlawat). On a ) _ man from the Konkan
visit to the small Konkan ~ Directors: Avinash Arun  regjon: this s his sec-
town where she spent a Dhawar.e ond pitch-perfect
few formative years, Cagt: Shefali Shah, performance after
Shailaja seeks out Jaideep Ahlawat, Jaane Jaan. Kirkire is
Swanand Kirkire,

Pradeep, and as they re-
trace their steps — in the
home where she lived
with her parents and a sister, in the
school where she was one of the
bright sparks, in the temple where
she learned Bharatanatyam, and a
mystical grove — old wounds, buried
deep, rise to the surface. Some details
in this three-hander will invariably
remind you of Celine Song’s Past Lives,
but this ode to memory and remem-
brance made me feel more.

Each of these forays, in which the
trio traverse lanes and bends of the
lush, green landscape (a fort remind-
ing you of Killa, Arun’s lovely debut)
are like maps that reveal even as they
conceal — the familiar pattern

Kadambari Kadam

Hard to Swallow

spot-on too, as a man
who sells life insur-
ance, while being
fully aware of the vagaries of that very
same ‘zindagi’.

Shefali Shah, the centre of this
triangle, treads the fine balance be-
tween underlining her part, and
managing the delicate touches
which her character requires, and
mostly manages to pull it off. There
are some places in which you can
see her calling attention to what she
is doing, but the overall writing over-
rides these bits, and you are left with
a story that is from the heart and
nestles in our hearts.

Memories are wonderful. Some
things you are better off forgetting.

UT 69 %>
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Reading
Between
the Lines

CHHOTOLOK

Director: Indranil Roychowdhury
Cast: Daminee Benny Basu, Priyanka Sarkar,
Ushashi Ray, Gaurav Chakraborty, Indrani Halder

PREMANKURBISWAS

Sendelivers her lines — meant to be calmand Director: Shanawaz Ali Cast: Raj Kundra

ki

BY NOW, those who have followed the tu-
multuous story of Aarya Sareen, she whois
fit enough to do a headstand in the air, are
familiar with the twin elements that define
her: a mother intent upon protecting her
children till her dying breath, and a drug
baroness running her business with the
help of afew loyal men. This time around, in
Season 3, she is about to find that being in
bed with bad Russian mobsters — as if there
are any other kind — is not as easy as she
thought it would be, even as she is up
against dangers closer home.

Season 2, which came out two years
back, ended with Sushmita Sen’s Aarya
bathed in vivid splashes of crimson, the
colours of the Holi party she is attending,. It
is also the colour of blood, something that
flows generously in this series, created and
directed by Ram Madhvani, and based on
the Dutch series Penoza.

Asalarge drug consignment is about to
be shipped to the waiting Russians under

Remains of the Day

THEMARSH KING'S DAUGHTER % %5

Director: Neil Burger Cast: Daisey Ridley, Ben Mendelsohn, Brooklyn Prince, Gil Birmingham

SHALINILENGER

THERE IS a quiet disquiet about The Marsh
King’s Daughter, a sense of creeping dread that
serves its wafer-thin story well.

As the daughter and father caught in the
hazy glow of a relationship that ended
abruptly 20 years ago — made hazier and

Epﬂper..neiss.cnm

more aglow by the distance — Prince and
Ridley as the young and older Helena, and
Mendelsohn as the father Jacob, are excellent.

The film is also an accomplishment in
brevity of language, keeping the talk simple
and short, the silences capturing the unsaid
more than words sometimes can.

Still, The Marsh King’s Daughter, based on
a bestseller book by the same name, seems

controlled even when things are going south
but come off practiced —is back. I guess that
will never go, because the actor playing the
eponymous Aaryais the same, her get-up as
immaculate as ever, accompanied by de-
signer attire, and those large handbags she
wears on her arm. But, as ever, Sen manages
to stay on top of everything, because the plot
privileges her,and her doings. We know that
Aarya will never let up, even when she is
forced intoletting down those closest to her,
because she wants to keep them safe.
There’snolet upin the blood and gore ei-
ther, with characters happily smashing bones
and snapping off fingers, and shooting their
way out of tight spots. This is a series that
doesn’t pull its punches when it comes to
bumping offits characters, so those with del-
icate sensibilities need to be careful. Only four
episodes are out, the makers strategically
wanting to make us wait; at the halfway
mark, we are left with the striking image of
Aarya turninginto a snarling sword-waggler,
very Kill Bill type. How will it go from here?
Stay tuned. SG

unfulfilling. Having got just right the marsh,
the mood, and the mesmerising hold of men-
ace, the film pulls in too many directions,
spending far too longin some parts, leaving it
very little time for its finale.

We meet Jacob and a 10-year-old Helena
in the midst of one of their usual days through
the marshes. Watched over by him, shelearns
the secrets of the woods including how to
readits smells, sights and tracks, as well as to
hunt. From the point of view of Helena, Jacob
is a hero who looms large, a ‘protector’ who
wears multiple tattoos as the marks of his
bravery. He also etches them on her too to
mark her ‘accomplishments’.

The spoilerin thisidyll is Helana’s mother,

UNDERTRIAL 69 aka UT 69 is the risque
label handed out to beleaguered billion-
aire Raj Kundra playing himself, in a film
based on the recent events in his life.
Confused? Don't be. If the central role in
the bio-pic can be played by the person
onwhomitis based, and that person hap-
pens to be an actor (a detail you can gather
from his Wiki page), well, why not?

The trouble with this two-hour-long
tale is that instead of digging into details
of the accusation — producing porno-
graphic material -- that lands Kundra in
Mumbai’s Arthur Jail, where he has to
stay for 63 days without balil, is that it is
just one long litany of woes. From the
time the clean-cut Kundra enters alarge,
empty quarantine cell where he is the
only inmate, to an inhumanly crowded
pen where hundreds of undertrials are
forced tolive in terrible, unsanitary, unhy-
gienic conditions, and undergoes every-
thing in between — filthy toilets, barely
edible food, regimented days and nights

— all we see is the despair and morose-
ness which besets our man.

The only break he gets is the occa-
sional phone call to his wife, the actor
Shilpa Shetty, who is present as a disem-
bodied voice on the phone, or swaying
seductively on the TV screen. That’s when
he breaks into a smile. That, and the rare
chance when the undertrials are ‘allowed’
to celebrate (Ganapati time) when they
can sing and dance, or the sequences
when they swap life stories, or the warm
moment when a birthday is celebrated
with a makeshift sonpapdi cake.

Ultimately, there’s nothing new in any
of it, other than the fact that despite the
griminess and the grimness, all of it ap-
pears quite sanitised, the coarse brutal-
ity and the sexual exploitation reportedly
rampant in prisons, barely hinted at.

The only surprise is that Kundra him-
self appears quite relaxed on screen.
Perhaps he does have a future in the
movies. SG

asad creature who ineffectually tries to keep
her away from these hunting trips with Jacob.
Then one fine day, with no warning at all, the
mother takes things in her own hands and
Helena’s world turns upside down. Is what
she hasrelied on, all this while, entirely built
on lies?

We meet her 20 years later, by when
Helenais a mother herself, living a suburban
life as removed from the jungle as it gets,ina
job that involves meaningless numbers. She
has learned to hide her tattoos well, though
the wonder she remembers of her childhood
days keeps creeping up on her. Ridley con-
veys this dilemma of what she was, what she
thought she would be, and what she is, very

DIRECTOR INDRANIL Roychowdhury’s new
show, Chhotolok, is a layered thriller head-
lined by a lower-caste woman protagonist
(the deliciously good Daminee Benny Basu),
whose world-weariness shows in every crin-
kle of her forehead. It's not surprising that
caste is almost invisiblised in bhodrolok
Bengali drawing rooms, but boundaries are
drawn nonetheless. Indranil seems to be
acutely aware of that. Which is why, you
don’t get ham-fisted Dahaad moments in
Chhotolok. Here, sub inspector Sabitri
Mondol (Basu)is subjected to a more subtle
kind of bigotry, the genteel Bengali way of
saying you are not good enough to breathe
in the same air.

The title of the show, Chhotolok, itself is a
blanket term used by the bhodrolok to define
the disadvantaged class or people from the
fringes. In a lot of ways, the thriller explores
the clash between the two worlds. The set-
ting is defiantly unglossy, unsepiatoned
Kolkata. It's a city testing its limits. Residential
flats with wafer-thin walls line its ever-ex-
panding borders.

The opening shot is that of a murder
scene. One such flat is where an upcoming
model named Rupsa, also a part-time escort
from the suburbs, lived amid middle-class
Bengali households. She is the murder vic-
tim. A chhotolok among bhodrolok. After the
body is discovered, the girl’s flat becomes a
selfie point. Women (and men) from the
neighbourhood descend upon the flat to ex-
plore her walk-in cupboard, comment on her
shoe rack (lined with stilettos) and casually
go through her laundry basket, caressing the
lacy underwear. Until Sabitri Mondol, fresh
from her morning prayer rituals, interrupts
the melee. Mondolis in charge of the case and
is ably supported by a junior inspector, Jamil
(Pratik Dutta). A lower-caste woman and a
Muslim man surrounded by bhodroloks.

Soon, we are introduced to the main sus-
pects of the murder — Raja Bhattacharya
(Gaurav Chakraborty), the son of a powerful
politician Mohor Bhattacharya (Indrani
Halder). Raja was in an unhappy marriage
with Mallika Das (Priyanka Sarkar) and was
one of Rupsa’s clients. Then there is a shady
boyfriend and a powerful dealer. We witness
how these characters interact with each other
and are gently nudged to observe the under-
currents of their equation.

In a revealing flashback scene,
Mohor, the powerful woman politician
who had to overcome an abusive relationship
to embrace her political career, is introduced
to her prospective daughter-in-law, Mallika.
“What is your surname,” she asks. “Das,”
Mallika answers. “What kind of Das?”, Mohor
asks. “Not the Kayastha Das,” Mallika an-
swers. Which means she is not the right kind
of Das for Mohor, a Bhattacharya, a Brahmin.

Sabitri, whose supportive husband,
Rudra, is again not a stereotype of a support-
ive husband, is given his moments of doubts
and exasperated meanness. Sabitri is cloy-
ingly subservient with her boss, always po-
litely navigating the conversation to her ad-
vantage. She knows her place in the
equation and knows how to play it well. As
you delve deeper, it becomes clear that the
show is much more important than the
mystery that is unravelling. It’s a show that
reminds you, yet again, that it’s our society
that creates (and nurtures) the most vicious
of monsters; itis the society that chooses to
witch-hunt them.

well. As she does the sheer fears that Helena
bears as a mother, with a ‘family to protect’
now — her father once taught her that it was
the first rule of the jungle.

It is around then that Jacob comes back
into her life. How he does, where he does, is
another sleight of economy on the part of di-
rector Burger (Divergent).

Birminghami s in arather walk-onrole as
the father figure in Helena’s life, who is any-
way cruelly dispensable in the end.

The Marsh King’s Daughter would have
been much better served focusing on the re-
lationship in the title. Even without being
kings of marshes, fathers are heroes for their
little girls, hard to let go of.
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HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 3

THE GOVERNMENT recently
permitted certain Indian com-
panies todirectly list on select
foreign stock exchanges, a
move which will allow these
companies to access global
capital and boost capital out-
flows.

The Ministry of Corporate
Affairs (MCA),inanotification
earlier this week, said the pro-
vision, which was
announced in the
Companies
(Amendment) Bill,
2020, comes into ef-
fect from October 30.

In July this year, |

EXPLAINED

SECTOR WATCH
MARKET

Direct listing on
foreign exchanges:
What does it mean
for Indian cos?

visions of section 5 of the said
Act shall come into force.”

This essentially means
that certain classes of domes-
tic public companies are per-
mitted to get listed on pre-
scribed foreign  stock
exchanges, including GIFT
[FSC, Ahmedabad.

Whatis Section 5 of the
Companies Act, 2020?
Section 5 of the
Companies (Amendment)
Act, 2020 allows certain
classes of public
71 companiestoissuea
category of securi-
ties for the purposes
of listing on permit-
® ted stock exchanges
in permissible for-

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced that
the government has decided
to enable listed and unlisted
domestic companies to di-
rectly list their equity shares
on the International Financial
Services Centre (IFSC),
Ahmedabad.

What does the MCA
notification say?

The Companies
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 was
introduced in Lok Sabha by
the finance minister in 2020.
The Bill empowered the cen-
tral government to allow cer-
tain classes of public compa-
nies tolist classes of securities
(as may be prescribed) in for-
eign jurisdictions.

The MCA in a notification
issued on October 30 said, “In
exercise of the powers con-
ferred by sub-section (2) of
section 1 of the Companies
(Amendment) Act, 2020 (29
of 2020), the Central
Government hereby appoints
the 30th day of October 2023
as the date on which the pro-

eign jurisdictions or such
other jurisdictions, as may be
prescribed.

This section will help the
regulator to kick start work on
the rules and regulations to
implement the same.

Section 5 also allows the
government to exempt the
application of certain proce-
dural requirements (such as
prospectus, share capital, ben-
eficial ownership require-
ments, failure to distribute
dividend) to suchlisting which
otherwise are applicable, ac-
cording to Manendra Singh,
Partner, Economic Laws
Practice.

How do companies
currently list on foreign
bourses?
Atpresent,domesticlisted
companies are using deposi-
tory receipts — American
Depository Receipts (GDR) or
Global Depository Receipts
(GDR)-for listing in the over-
seas market.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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SUBDUED DEMAND AMID INFLATIONARY SURGE AMONG REASONS

Services sector PMI grows

at slowest pace in 7 months

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 3

INDIA'S SERVICES sector accel-
erated at its slowest pace in
seven months in October as out-
putand new business expansion
remained soft due to inflation-
ary pressure, a survey said on
Friday.

At 58.4 in October, the sea-
sonally adjusted S&P Global
India Services PMI Business
Activity Index indicated a slow-
downin expansionagainst 61 in
September, signalling the slow-
est growth rate since March.
However, a slight tapering in de-
mand led to sluggish job cre-
ation, but underlying activity re-
mained solid, and exports
continued to rise healthily, the
survey added.

“Several companies man-
aged to secure new contracts,
but some mentioned subdued
demand for their services and
competitive conditions," said
Pollyanna De Lima, Economics
Associate Director at S&P Global
Market Intelligence. Despite re-
duction in value from
September, service sector

On the price front, services companies in India reported an
increase in their expenses in October. File

growth in October was led by ex-
port and business gains from
Asia, Europe and the US.

"Export was an area of par-
ticular strength in October, with
new business gains from Asia,
Europe and the US boosting
growth to its second-highest in
the series over its nine-year his-
tory," Lima said.

On the price front, services
companies in India reported an
increase in their expenses in
October, which they attributed
to higher food, fuel and staff
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FM’SVISIT TO SRI LANKA

Union finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman visits Nallur Kandaswamy Kovil in Jaffna during
her three-day official visit to Sri Lanka. @nsitharamanoffc
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costs.

"Although India continued to
post substantial growth of aggre-
gate business activity, the upturn
lost strength in October amid
slower increases in manufactur-
ing production and services ac-
tivity," the survey said.

"Inflationary forces in the
Indian service sector intensified,
primarily as a result of surging
food, fuel and staff costs.
Although survey participants
passed these additional cost bur-
dens on to clients, permitted by

— BRIEFLY

CanaraBank
organises
walkathon

New Delhi: Canara Bank on
Wednesday organised a
walkathoninBengaluruasa
follow-up event of the
Vigilance Awareness Week
2023. It was flagged off by
the MD & CEO, K
SatyanarayanaRaju. Around
200 bank officials partici-
pated in the event to dis-
seminate the message on
the need tofight against cor-
ruption. ENS

Joyalukkas
chairmanto
unveil
autobiography

New Delhi: Joyalukkas Group
chairman Joy Alukkas will
release autobiography titled,
‘Spreading Joy - How
Joyalukkas Became the
World’s Favorite Jeweller’ on
November 5 at the Sharjah
International Book Fair. The
book is published by
HarperCollins and offers in-
sights into leadership and
brand-building. ENS

Air purifier sales
surgeasair
quality worsens

New Delhi: Air purifier mak-
ers are witnessing a sudden
spike in sales and customer
enquiries amid air quality
worsening in the national
capital and adjoining areas.
The makers said they are re-
ceiving queries from
Mumbai and some eastern
parts of the country, along-
side the New Delhi-National
Capital Region, where air
quality levels have also gone
down substantially. PTI

Lot of headroom
for Apple to
grow in India:
Tim Cook

JATINGROVER
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

APPLE CEO Tim Cook sees a lot of
headroom for the company to
grow the marketshare of iPhones
inIndia. “We had an all-time rev-
enue record in India. We saw
strong double-digit growth here.
It's an incredibly exciting market
and a major focus area for us,”
Cooksaid, addressing analysts af-
ter the company declared its
global earnings for the fourth
quarter.

Apple has recorded double
digit growth in the India market
for the sixth quarter on the back
of strong iPhone sales.“We see an
extraordinary market.alot of peo-
ple moving into the middle class,
distribution is getting better, lots
of positives,” Cook added. FE

P&W engine
issues will cause
more aircraft
grounding in
Mar gtr: IndiGo

New Delhi: The country's
largest airline IndiGo on Friday
said there will be more
grounding of aircraft due to the
Pratt & Whitney engine issues
in the fourth quarter and is tak-
ing a range of mitigating meas-
ures.

Currently, around 40 planes
of the airline are grounded due
to the engine issues, according
to a senior airline official.

IndiGo, which had a fleet of
334 aircraft at the end of
September, is taking various
measures, including taking
planes on wet lease, retaining
ceo aircraft and also leasing ad-
ditional ceo planes from the
secondary market. PTI
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FinMin launches amnesty scheme for
filing appeals against GST demand orders

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 3

THE FINANCE ministry has come
out with an amnesty scheme for
filing appeals against Goods and
Services Tax (GST) demand or-
ders.

The scheme, which will be
open till January 31,2024, will be
available for entities that were un-
able to submit their appeals
againstordersissued by the tax of-
ficer on or before March 31,2023,
according to the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC).The CBICissued a notifica-
tion with respect to the scheme
on Thursday.

Sofar, the GST law allowed an
assessee to file an appeal against
an assessment order seeking
taxes within three months of the
tax officer passing suchademand
order. This can be extended by one
more month.
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The entities willing to avail
of the scheme will have to
pre-deposit 12.5 per cent of
the tax demand. File

In its last meeting on October
7, the GST Council had approved
this amnesty scheme for filing ap-
peals. The entities willing to avail
of the scheme will have to pre-de-
posit 12.5 per cent of the tax de-
mand, against 10 per cent cur-
rently.

The move will facilitate alarge
number of taxpayers, who could

not file an appeal in the past
within the specified time period.

AMRG & Associates Senior
Partner Rajat Mohan said the
scheme would be a lifeline for
those who might have missed the
appeal deadline due to adminis-
trative errors or unforeseen cir-
cumstances. This initiative can
also promote enhanced compli-
ance among taxpayers.

By offering a fair and lenient
approach to appeal filing, it en-
courages better cooperation with
tax authorities and a willingness
to resolve disputes or clarify tax
matters.

"Additionally, by allowing dis-
putes to be resolved more effi-
ciently, the scheme may reduce
the burden on the legal system.
This benefits both taxpayers and
the tax administration by stream-
lining the appeal process and po-
tentially reducing the need for
prolonged litigation,” Mohan
added.

demand strength, the rise in
charges could have been the trig-
ger of the deceleration in sales
growth.

Moreover, a pick-up in infla-
tion expectations in October
dampened business confi-
dence,” De Lima said.

The survey said there is fierce
competition and subdued de-
mand for certain types of serv-
ices, which has negatively af-
fected the business's prospects
for the next year. This was re-
flected by a drop in the future ac-
tivity sub-index from its nine-
year high in September to 63.5.
Additionally, employment
growth decreased to its lowest
level in three months.

However, it did not stop firms
passing on higher input costs to
customers with both input
prices and prices charged rising
faster than in the previous
month because of inflating food,
fuel and staff costs.

“Although survey partici-
pants passed these additional
cost burdens on to clients, per-
mitted by demand strength, the
rise in charges could have been
the trigger of the decelerationin
sales growth,” De Lima said.

Internationalmarket datatill 19001ST

Demand letters for
1,974 crore issued to
higher pension
applicants under EPS

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 3

ATOTAL of 32,591 demand let-
ters have been issued with the
cumulative demand raised of Rs
1,974 crore till October 12 from
the applicants who opted for
higher pension under the
Employees' Pension Scheme
(EPS). The progress of applica-
tions for higher pension, which
have totalled to around 17.49
lakh, was discussed in the latest
meeting of the Central Board of
Trustees (CBT) of the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO) held on October 31.

Out of the total 32,591 de-
mand letters, 19,957 are for sub-
scribers from exempted estab-
lishments and 12,634 from
un-exempted establishments, as
per the data shared in the CBT
meeting. Around 11.51 lakh
forms have been submitted by
employers to the field offices of
the EPFO, while 5.97 lakh forms
are pending with employers.

"...demand letters for a total
demand of Rs 1,974 crore have
been raised from the applicants
for deposit/diversion. Upon de-

posit/diversion, the applicants
shall become eligible for pension
on higher wages," an official said,
adding that almost 52 per cent
of the workload for pension
linked to higher wages pertains
to exempted establishments.

If the applicants for higher
pension under EPS have the due
amount available in their provi-
dent fund accounts maintained
with the EPFO, then only a diver-
sion would be required. In cases
where the due amount is not
available with the EPFO, then it
will have to be deposited by the
member directly or through the
employer, officials said, adding
that the option for higher pen-
sion will become valid only
when the amounts due to the
pension fund have been received
for that particular individual.

The EPFO is considering
completing the actuarial analysis
only after all the applications for
validation of joint option are dis-
posed of. So far, data of 13,059
cases wherein demand letters
were issued by field offices mid-
August have been shared with
the consultant actuary.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

India’s forex reserves rise by $ 2.57 bn

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 3

DESPITE WITHDRAWAL by for-
eign investors from the market,
India's foreign exchange reserves
increased by $2.579 billion to
$586.111 billion during the week
ended on October 27, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) said on Friday.

A$5billion dollar-rupee swap

conducted by the RBI last year,
where it sold dollars and bought
rupees, matured on October 23,
leading to a reversal of the trade.
The reserves data for the weekre-
flects the impact of this maturity.

As the $5 billion forex swap
matured on Monday, banks deliv-
ered the entire amount to the RBI
in one go, market participants
said.

“The delivery (of $5 billion

forex swap) happened without
anyissue. The entire $5 billion has
gone from the banking system to
the RBI. It was a contract under-
taken by the RBI with the various
banks one-and-a-half years back,
soautomatically the dollars went
from the banks’ account to the
RBI's account,” said a treasury of-
ficial at a public sector bank.
FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

All India Institute of hﬁ;dical Sciences, H-agpur

Plot No. 2, Sector - 20, MIHAN, Nagpur, Pin: 441108,

https:/falimsnagpur.edu.in

No. AlIMS/INGPIREC/ Direct/Nanfaculty/2023/03 Date: 04/11/2023
Applications are invited from eligible candidates for filling up various non-faculty posts on Direct Recruitment
Basis at AlIMS Nagpur.
N Name of the Post Group | -Pay Scale A:aptiar:lit i
1. | Embryologest B Level-06 | Between 21-35 years of age 01
2. _Techmc:laniDT} _ E _ Lausl IIIE-_ _Eetwaan 15 35 years of age. 05
3. | Medical Social Saemne ':.'_Irl"fu:er Gmde—ll B Level 06 | Age not ex-::eedlng 35 Years 02
4, | Parfusionisl B Level-06 | Batween 18-30 years of age 01
5. | Technician{Prosthetics & Orthotics) B Level-08 Between 21-30 years of age 02
6. | Assistant Dietician B Level-06 | Age not exceading 35 years 02
7. | Technician{Radiotherapy) B Level-06 | Age not exceeding 30 years 02
8. | Dental Technician {Hygienist) - Level-0% | Between 21-35 years of age 01
8. | Dental Technician (Machanic) C Level-05 | Between 21-35 years of age 01
10.| Nuclear Medicine Techria-l{:glst - Level-05% | Age not exceeding Sﬁ'years 01
11. | Junior Hindi Translator C Lavel-04 Age uplo 30 years 01
12.| Mortuary Attendant Z Lewvel-01 Between 18-30 years of age 02
Grand Total 21
1. The Crucial date for determining the age limit shall be the closing date for submission of online application,
2. The Candidates willing to apply for the above posts are advised to visil Institute Website hiips:faiimsnagpuradu.in,
The detailed adverisament along with Instructions and additional Information o candidates for recruitment by
selection has been displayed on Institute Website hitps:faimsnagpur.edu.in. Sdi-
Deputy Director (Admin)
AlIMS, Nagpur

HARI WRATT AT HEAT, AT

All India Institute of Medlcal Sciences, Hagpur
Plot No. 2, Sector - 20, MIHAN, Nagpur, Pin: 441108,

https:.f.l'aiimsnagpur.edl.i.in

Mo. AlIMS/NGP/Admin/Rect./Deputation/2023/04

Date: 04/11/2023

Applications arae invited from Indian nationals for the following Group ‘A’ & 'B' post on deputation basis at

AlIMS Magpur:
45 Name of the Post Group Pay Scale Fiwpsl [ Rasp
1. | Registrar A Level - 12 Upto 01
(¥ 78,800 - ¥ 2,09,200) 56 years
2. | Mursing Supenniendent A Level - 11 Upto 02
(T ET, 700 =T 2,08.700) 56 years
3. ;.ﬁ.dminiatratiue Officer A Level - 10 Lpto 01
(% 56,100 - % 1,77,500) 56 years
4. | Office Superintendent B Level - 06 Upto 01
(T 35,400 -F 1,12 400) 56 years
2. | Assistant B Level - 06 Upto o
( 35400 <% 1,12,400) 56 years
6. | Technicians (Laboratory) B Level - 06 Upto 04
(35400 - 1,12400) o6 years
Grand Total 10

The Format of application, eligibility criteria and other details are available on the hitps:/aiimsnagpur.edu.in
application complete in all respect should reach AlIMS Nagpur, MIHAN campus within 30 days from the date of
publication of advertisement in Employment Mews.

Sdi-
Execiitive Director
AlIMS, Magpur

SML ISUZU LIMITED

Regd. Office : Village Asron, Distt. Shahid Bhagat Singh Nagar (Nawanshahr] - 144 533, Punjab. CIN : L50101PB1983PLCO05518,
Website: www.smiisuzu.com, Email id : investorsi@smlisuzu.com, T : 91 1881 270255, F: 91 1881 270223

L. EXTRACT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR —
THE QUARTER AND HALF YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2023

Rs. Crores, except per equity share data

=020

Flace: New Delhi
Date : 3 November 2023

. Quarter Ended Half Year Ended Year Ended

Particulars 30,09.2023 | 30.06.2023 | 30.09.2022 | 30.09.2023 | 30.09.2022 | 31.03.2023
Unaudited Audited

Total income 498 51 633.81 41084 | 1,132,682 911.50 1.824.71

Met prafit | (loss) for the penod _

(before tax and exceptional items) 21.15 32.08 (8.1 93.20 (6.83) 17.28

Met profitiloss) for the period before tax :

(alzr exceptional flems) 21.15 32.05 {9.17) 53.20 (6.83) 17.28

Met profiti(loss) for the period after tax

(after exceptional items) 2109 31.79 (9170 s i (6.83) 19.83

Total comprehensive income | (loss) for

the period [comprising Profit / {loss) for 5 )

the period {after tax) and Cther 20,90 31.01 (9.45) 51,81 (7.34) 16,46

Comprefensive Income |after tax)]

Equity Share Capital 14.48 14.48 14.48 14.48 14.48 14.48

Other equity (excluding i i i )

revalualion reserves) 16347

Eamings Per Share (of Rs.10/- each)

(for confinuing and discontinued

operations) -

1. Basic (Rs.) : 14.57 21.97 (6.34) 36.54 4.72) 13.71

2. Diluted (Rs.) : 14.57 21.97 {6.34) 36.54 {4.72) 13T

Notes:

1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Annual/Quartery Financial Results filed with the Stock
Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Reguirements) Regulations, 2015.
The full format of the Annual/Quarterly Financial Results are available on the websites of Stock Exchange(s)
(www.bseindia.com, www.nsaindia.com) and on Company’s websile (www. smlisuzu.com).

Far and on behalf of
the Board of Directors

(Junya Yamanishi)
Managing Director & CEQ
DIN: 09174162
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CROSSWORD 5200

1 z 3

ACROSS

1Bumper saleis likely to be
arranged (10)

8 Do well getting about
ninety fish(5)

9 Agame to the French to
be played soundly (7)

10 When there’s a change of plea
menselectajury(7)

11 Aminor grant(5)

12 Makes you French look
Italian (6)

14 Tenant the French
understand (6)

17 Peruse English
novelist(5)

19 Hill split by flood (7)

21 Ends interim
arrangement (7)

22 Eccentric whenout
and about(5)

23 They saw where afish
comesin(10)

DOWN

2 About one hundred
mince pies - made from
these?(7)

3 Freshloans required
fora hairdressing
business(5)

4 Kipling hero who led a wild life
asayoungster (6)

5 Abridge may be built by this
military unit(7)

6 More to come in the nextrace(5)

7 Exactly the place where a crank
is powerless (4,6)

8 Choose to speak to the voters (10)

13 Arow about the Spanish
drawing room (7)

15 Lets her move out into
lodgings perhaps (7)

16 One way to travel is to walk (6)
18 Maurice has a heart of gold (5)

20 Twisted roots used for
aperch(5)

Solutions Crossword 5199 Across: 1Column, 4 Useful, 9 Titania, 10 Throw, 11 Liszt, 12
Dismiss, 13 Astronomers, 18 Cast off, 20 Nepal, 22 Raise, 23 Swifter, 24 Sanity, 25
Adonis Down: 1Cattle, 2 Lotus, 3 Monitor, 5 Sites, 6 Furrier, 7 Lowest, 8 Hard and fast, 14
Session, 15 Mankind, 16 Scores, 17 Glares, 19 Overt, 21 Putin

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are fourjumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.

Thereisonlyone___of literature—that of ___.-Vladimir Nabokov (6..,6)

BDAEO

ABOLLT

H BN BHE B

NYOST

Jugje] Jo jeyl — aInjelall] JO Jooyds suo A[UO SIaIaY [ -ToMsuy

H  EHE

AHUCHN

AOYOGEN JIWIPeA -

HONNVH ‘LO0TIVd ‘ANOLS ‘4d04v/d90aV :NOLLN10S

yMichael Fry & T Lewis

I GUESS I

SO POWER A PRESSURE WASHER .--A WEEDWHALKER ...AND AN i | WHATZ YOU
TOOSARE  BLASTSFOSSLIZED |  SOWES UNSIGHTLY ARiEss |1 AMAYS N gier
PART OF TWIZZLER GOO... SPUIT BNDS... PAINT GUN YOUR ROLL OUT OF
YOUR DAILY MAKES A ! RACCOON  BEDLOOKING
e §  NATURAL l
BRRRSH! » 74| ! [
(TP +A 2
py Bill Watterson
TODRN FOR SHOW AND TELL, T E WHATS SO AMAZING ABOIT] | 1T CAN ONLY BE HEARD
I HAVE AN UTTERLY EE.E T JHAT 2/ \T SOUNDS LIKE || BY UG CRETINS.
AMAZING WHISTLE! 'Ll | AN ORDINARY HH\;ETLE
P o !
.
] i
:

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

HEY, GILL, DO YOU WANT TO
HEAR ABOUT MY NEW
. SPIRIT ANIMAL BOOK?

| GUESS SO. I'M
NOT GOING
ANYWHERE

T

:
i
i
| i
| z
’i §
Difficulty Level 2s 2
Instructions '
To solve a Sudoku puzzle, ! ! 4 3 | 5 2 1 ' ™M 9112
- everydigitfrom1to9 5 | 1 N 54 ' B
N must appear in each of the ! 7 ' f 8 | 6 ' - |
(49 nine vertical columns, in | | — 8 73
N each of the nine horizontal 7 619 511 4 8 4 8 1
= rows and ineach of the ' 1 ‘ =) .
X nine boxes. _ 4 _ (7)) 216|/7
= 3| (92] [1[5] [6 Z |[3]9]5
a Difficulty Level 5 ' ﬁ | 1 g 129
Ts=Very easy; 2s = Easy; ' ’ 1 ' '
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; 'E" | | L | ? 3 ? g . ;
5s=VeryHard;
6s=Genius 2|7 : 4)8 8
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

In the past, you
hesitated in the face
of seductive
proposals, but you

may now feel free to accept

fresh offers of a social or
romantic nature. Take heart
from the fact that Venus'
changing position in your solar
horoscope is about to bring
new and attractive people into
your life.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
You can now afford
torelax alittle. Six
planets are acting in
your defence, not a

bad total considering recent

stresses and strains. Your
social life is liable to revolve
around hobbies and joint
interests, and activities which
are generally worthwhile and
life-improving.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Mars' approaching
relationship with
Neptune obliges
you to look around

for fresh inspiration. Romantic

influences are stronger than
usual, though in a much
broader sense than the purely
emotional. Artistic and
imaginative types are bound
to feel the real benefits of
recent initiatives.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
The Moon is rapidly
heading towards
lively, energetic
spaces. Enjoy to

the full the next couple of

days, while the accent

remains on friendships

and welcome domestic

experiences. You must stress

the value of a pleasant
environment for your
future happiness.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

Your stars just don't
seem to be able to
take their gaze away
from your money.
Before the next phase or cycle
in your affairs, you must get
your finances sorted out.
There will be much to say

about your cash situation, your
incomings and outgoings, over
the next month or so.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
These are energetic
times. Whether
working, relaxing or
pressing on with
routine chores, you should
push yourself as hard as you
can. But don't expect other,
more lethargic people to keep
up. Don't worry about delays,
they're part of the pattern.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Much of what s
said or implied
over the current
period is likely to
be based on unfounded
rumour or conjecture,

and should therefore

be disregarded. On the
other hand, this evening
you will be forced to listen
to other people, like it

or not.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
You must be on the
mend now, and a
professional hiccup
should be coming

into perspective. You are set

up to spend a pleasant

weekend, and the closer you

feel to a particular person,

the greater you will

appreciate their sensitivity

and discretion.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Society has set the
weekend aside as
the time to relax.

Itis therefore

rather fortuitous that the

pleasurable fifth house of your

solar chartis so well aspected.

You are well primed for an

enjoyable day, with an

increasing chance of an
extravagant outburst.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
You might want to
pause for along,
deep breath. Recent
events may have

left you poorer than you were

before, yet undoubtedly
wiser. Such fluctuations in
fortune are part and parcel

of astrology's cyclical nature,

and the next phase will be

one of prosperity.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)

What took place

last week seems

to have upset a

number of personal
arrangements. However, as
one awkward planetary

influence has subsided, so
another, more favourable,
one has emerged to take

its place. Socially the future
is bright, so get out and
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
You do feel that you
6 misinformed.
However, such
real events than on your
perpetual tendency to grab
far as other people are
concerned. Try focusing on

enjoy yourself.

have been misled or
feelings may be based less on
the wrong end of the stick as
the facts for a change.

Office of The Superintending Engineer
Central Equipment & Stores Procurement Circle-II,
Irrigation Department, Uttar Pradesh,
Ganga Sinchai Bhawan, Telibagh,
LUCKNOW-226025
Short Terms e - Tender Notice

are as follows:-

Online e-bids on prescribed bid forms in three parts namely (i) Earnest Money Bid (ii)
Technical bid (iii) Price bid are invited simultaneously by the undersigned on behalf of the
Governor of Uttar Pradesh only from ISO: 9001-2015 certified Original Manufacturers,
registered with Director of Industries of the State / N.S.I.C./ Ministry of Industries,
Government of India as original manufacturers for SUBMERSIBLE PUMPSETS 1.0 Cusec
(102 m3/hr.) discharge capacity from 15Mtr. to 54 Mtr. Head, on firm & fixed price up to
11.00 Hours on 20.11.2023. The details of eligibility, qualification and procedure for
submission of e-bids etc. are available in the bid document uploaded on the U.P.Govt.
E-procurement website: http://etender.up.nic.in. The undersigned reserves the right to
cancel any or all the e-bids/ annul the bidding process without assigning any reason. In case
of any variation in English and Hindi version of this tender notice, English version shall
prevail. Items mentioned below are for irrigation purpose only. Details of different activities

(] EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [

E-OPEN TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender notice no.. CRW-HRT-M-
ANTIGRAFFITI Date: 31.10.2023

Forand on behalf of President of India,
Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer, Carriage
Repair Workshop, Harnaut invites open
e-tender for the following works as
detailed -
1. Name of work with iis location @ "Anti
Graffiti coating to sustain external
aesthetics in coaches”. 2. Appr. cost of
the work : Rs. 2 B2 44 601 .00 (Kupees Two
Crore Eighty Two Lakhs Forly Four
Thousand Six Hundred One anly). 3. Cost
of Tender Form : Wi, 4. Earnest Money to
be deposited : Rs. 2,81,200.00 (Rupees
Two Lakhs Ninety One Thousand Two
Hundred Cnly). 5. Date & Time for
submission of tender and opening of
Tender : The tender have to be submitied
onling on  hitps:/fwww.ireps.gov.in
website up to 11:00 hrs. on 22.11.2023 and

Sl. INo.

e - lender Notice INO.

1TE-95U/2025-24

will be opened on the same day al 11:15
hrs., 6. Website particulars, Notice board

(@) Date & time for Availability of the bid
document on website.

05.11.2025 From 10.00 Hours onwards

location where complete details of the
affice from where the tender form can be

(b)

Earnest Money Bid.

Period 1or online bid submission & Online
opening date & time of Part “A” i.e.

05.11.2025 trom 11.00 Hours
20.11.2023 up to 11.00 Hours
& 21.11.2023 at 11.30 Hours.

purchazed stc. : Datailed tendar notice,
eligibility criteria & tender documenis can be
gaen from the CRIS websiie;
hitps:www.ireps. govin & full details of

(c) bid document fee.

Note:-

(http://idup.gov.in).

Rs.

1) This Notice is also available on Information & Public Relation Department website
(http://information.up.nic.in) and Irrigation & Water Resources Department website

2) Amendments, if any, regarding this notice shall only be available at U P government
se-procurement website http://etender.up.nic.in

UPID-197100 Dt. 02.11.2023
WWW.up.gov.nic.in

3) In case the date of opening of bids is declared a holiday then the e-bids shall be opened
on the next working day at the same time.

29,500.00  (KRs.
Thousand Five hundred only)

nolice can be seen on notice: board in the
office of Chief Workshop Manager,
Administrative Building, Carmage Repair
Workshop, Hamaut, Nalanda, Bihar -
803110, All corrigandum will be uploadad on
wahsite if raquired.
Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer
Carriage Repair Workshop/Harnaut

PR/01543/HRT/2/T/23-24/44

Twenty Nine

Govt. 5 of Bihar

Bihar State Electronic Development Gorporation Limited

BELTRON Bhawan, Shastri Nagar,
Patna - 800 0023, Bihar
Phone:- 0612-228 1856/228 1857 Fax:- 0612-228 1857
Email ID- mahendrakumar@bihar.gov.in

O

Tender/NIT No. - 94856/2023

e-Tender Notice

“Empanelment of Supplier for Supply of Class lIl DIGITAL SINGATURE
CERTIFICATES (Signing + Encryption) along with USB e-TOKENS and supply and

installation of PDF signing utility”

e-Tenders are invited by Bihar 5tate Electronics Development
Corporation Ltd. from eligible bidders for Empanelment/Rate contract for
Supply, Delivery and Support of Digital Signature Certificate for users of
Government Departments and Corporations. The details of the tender
document are available on the website:-www.eproc2 . bihar.gov.in.

Last date for submission of Tender (Only through e-Tendering):
17/11/2023 till 04:00PM. The submission of tender will only be allowed
after amendments if any, as a result of Pre-bid meeting.

This information is available on www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar also

PR. No. 011287 Ni.Ni) 2023-24

Managing Director

“IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY Syl

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender Notice No: - SN T-JU-12-2023-
24 Open E-tender |z invited by DRM
(SE&T}, Jodhpur for and on behalf of the
Prasident of India for S&T work. Details as
bzlow, 1. Name of Work: Provision o
Safety polnt reversal alarm unit through
interfacing with existing datalogger
systermn installed at varioues stations of
Jodhpur division of NW Railway. 2.
Estimated cost of the work: Rs
FR150T9- (RIO) 3. Address of the MIT
Issuing office: SrDSTEUU NWR, DRM
Crffice Harish Joshi Marg Jodhpur. 4. Bid
sgcurity to be deposited: Rs. 150300/-
5. Last Date & time for submission of E-
tender and opening of tender:
231142023 Upto 11:00 Hrs. through E-
tendering online submission on IREPS,
Tervder will b opened al 1100 Hrs 6.
Website particulars, where complete
detalls of tender can be seen and
participated: www.ireps.gov.in Mote:
This i a E-Tender, so tenderer can
participade 1hroegh e-tenderng  process
cnly onmenticned website [NI150.ACI23

i B el i ity

Foadlow LS o nu v .IHI'I'IHIIHH:,'.-I WA Halbamyn_

T
E o
Superintending Engineer e A oz
Central Equipment & Stores Procurement Circle-II, =
Bove. ol Eikar

Irrigation Department, U.P., Lucknow

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
PUBLIC WORK (TRIBAL) DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR TENDER
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 30 YEAR 2023-2024

No. AB/TC/ /2023

Date :

1. Tender form Condition of Contract Specification and Contract Drawing can be
download from e-tendering portal of Public Work Department of Maharashtra
1.e. https://mahatenders.gov.in

2. Tender Notice can be seen also on web site https://mahatenders.gov.in

Office of the Executive Engineer,
P.W. (Tribal) Division, Nashik.

Executive Engineer
P. W. (Tribal) Division, Nashik 3

Lh I lea b3 —

Sd/- .
(S. S. Sangale)

DGIPR/2023-2024/4660 9.

epaper.indianexpress.com

Bakhtiyarpur College of Engineering

Champapur, Dedaur, Bakhtiyarpur-803212

[Under Department of Science, Technology and Technical Education Patna, Govi. of Bikar)

Email-ld-beebakhityarpur@gmail.com
Website-beebakhtivarpur.org

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW FOR GUEST ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

Advt. No.- BCE/FT/2023-24/07

Bakhtiyarpur College of Engineering, Bakhtiyarpur is going to conduct a walk-
in-interview for the empanealment of GUEST ASSISTANT PROFESSOR in FIRE
TECHNOLOGY & SAFETY for the current academic session. Interested and eligible
candidates may appear for the walk-in-interview with all their original academic
certificates, Category Certificate, Residential Certificate, Hard copy of CV, 02 sets of
photo copies of original documents/certificates, and 02 recent passport size

Sr.No. Name of Work Estimated Cost | photographs per the following schedule:
Construction of Government Tribal Boys Hostel : 5. ok Brbiegts Acasic qualication sod
1 Building at Satana, Tal. Satana, Dist. Nashik 7,23,79,613/- ne: | e R
(Capacity 250).
' Guest As per AICTE/DSTTE
Date of E-Tender Downloading Date 06.11.2023 Time 10.00 to Date Assistant ”*‘*;;:P’;”:“H Nﬂr?ﬁcaI;:ﬂ:-:.?':l-;b.
30.11.2023 Time 17.55 Date of E-Tender Opening 01.12.2023 Time 11.00 (if Professor Deed-AA0E 2020
possible). |

impﬁrtant Instruction: -

Essential qualifications are as per AICTE/DSTTE MNorms.

Ph.Dy/NET qualified candidates will be preferred.

Retired Professor will pet preference.

Thiz engagement will be purely temporary and remuneration-based,

Remuneration for Guest Assistant Professor will be as per existing rules and directives of DSTTE,

Government of Bihar,

The Institute reserves the right to withdraw the partial or full advertisement)’ notification w.rt

wialk-in-interview without assigning anmy reason.

7. The services of Guest Assistant Professor will be terminated without notice if found

unsatisfactory, Mo claimwill be entertained in this regard,

Mo TA/DA will be paid for attending the Interview.

Reservation as per existiing state government rules and departmental letter no-B97, Date

31.03.2022

[{l. Theadvertisementis based onthe departmental Sankalp no. 3016/Patna dated 02.12.2021
Far further detalls please visit website www.bcebakhtivarpur.org

PR- 011272 (5ci. and Tech.) 2023-24

Date and
tirme of Venue
Interview | -
Bakhtivargus
Caollege of
25-11-2023 E':i;ii;’;’f
AT 11:00 Al 5 ;
' ! Dedaur,
Bakhtivarpur
803212

Principal
For further details please visit : www.state.bihargovin/prdbihar  Bakhtivarpur, College of Engineering
Bakhtiyarpur

E_Mail ID:

Ph-No-06782/260318
"e" Procurement Notice for Road Work
Identification No.- Online Tender- Road N.C.B. No. 51 of 2023-24
Letter No. 5151 Date. 27.10.2023

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE

serw_balasore@yahoo.in

Officer Identification

No.

line for bidding

1.l Name of the work | :4 Road Works under Connecting Missing Road Links (CMRL
2.1 Total No. of work -1 4Nos. of work.
3.| Estimated Cost ;- From Rs.253.60 lakhs to Rs. 497.44 lakhs (Approximately)
4| Ehgible Class of Contractor ;- As per annexure.
~5.| Period of Completion 7.1 As per annexure.
6.| Other details 4
Procurement Bid - A;a'ﬂiﬁi'ﬁ'ty of Tender on| Last dafe & Date & Time of Opening of

Tender in O/0 S.E.R.W.
Circle, Balasore

Time of
seeking
Tender

From To Clarification| Technical Bid| Financial Bid
| 2 3 4 S 6 7
Chief Construction NCB ©04.11.2023 1 15.11.2023 14.11.2023 | 16.11.2023 | ‘Will be
Engineer, Rural No.- 51 at up to up to at intimated late
Works Circle, of 11.00 AM 5.00 P.M. 5.00 P.M. 11.00 A.M.

Balasore 2023-24

® Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/-

Chief Construction Engineen
R.W. Circle, Balasore/
OIPR- 25105/1 1/0065/2324]

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

construction of Road works an
DTCN from the eligible class of

Tender Cost: Rs. 10,000/-

o>

Date & Time of available in
04.11.2023 to 17.00 Hours of 1

o

8. Any corrigendum/ Addendum
www.tendersodisha.gov.in.

Northern (R&B) Circle, Sambalpun

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,

NORTHERN (R&B) CIRCLE SAMBALPUR
Mail ID:- sepwdsbp @rediffmail.com

e-Procurement

BID IDENTIFICATION No CCENC (R AND B)/21/2023-24
No. 5723 Dtd. 30.10.2023

1. The Chief Construction Engineer, Northern (R&B) Circle,
Sambalpur on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites Percentage)
Rate bids in double cover system in ONLINE MODE for the

No of works = 03 NOS (THREE) (ROAD WORK AND BUILDING WORKS)

Class of contractor: “B’ Class, “A” Class and “Special”.

Date of opening of Technical Bid 18.11.2023 at 18.00 Hours.

7. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further
details can be seen from the website www.tendersodisha.gov.in.

d Building works as detailed in the
contractors.

web site & receipt of Bids From
8.11.2023.

will be displayed in the website

Sd/A
Chief Construction Engineen

OIPR- 34035/11/0024/2324
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] g SP ORT Icc WorLD Cup 2023
Eden & South Africa: A perfect match

Mohammed Shami jerseys sold out around Eden Gardens stadium where South Africa’s Clive Rice once felt like Neil Armstrong

Bangladesh cancel
practice because of air
quality in Delhi

New Delhi: The Bangladesh cricket
team cancelled their scheduled
training session in Delhi due to
rising air pollution ahead of their
World Cup game against Sri Lanka.
The Bangladesh versus Sri Lanka
match to be played on Monday is
the last game in Delhi.

Bangladesh, out of the
semifinal race, arrived in the
national capital on Wednesday
after the loss against Pakistan in
Kolkata. The team was to train
between 6 pm and 9 pm on Friday
evening but then cancelled the
practice session.

“We actually had a training
session today, but due to
worsening conditions, we didn't
take the chance. We have two
more training days. Some of us
developed coughing, so there's a
risk factor. We don't want to get
sick. We don't know if things will
improve, but we have training
tomorrow. We want all the players
to be fit for the important game
coming up on November 6,"
Bangladesh team director Khaled
Mahmud was quoted as saying by
espncricinfo.com. Delhi's air quality
dipped to the "severe plus”
category on Friday.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

PCB set to rope in Afridi for
‘betterment of cricket’

Lahore: Justdays
after Shahid Afridi
had slammed
Chairman of the ~ay
PCBManagement o . -
Committee Zaka !ﬁ .
Ashrafandasked *

him to focus on his job, the former
Pakistan captain met Ashraf at
GaddafiStadium in Lahore. The
meeting comes a day after Afridi
met with Pakistan’s interim Prime
Minister Anwar-ul-Haq Kakar. “I
received a call from the Prime
Minister’s Office and had to rush to
Islamabad to meet the PM. It was
really a pleasure talking to the PM
on cricketing issues. He looked
keen on the proper training of
youth and grooming themina
systematic way so that they could
go on to make a name for
themselves and for the country,”
Afridi was quoted as saying by Geo
Super. APCB press release did not
disclose what was discussed
between Ashraf and Afridi, but
noted: “We would love to have
your experience for betterment of
Pakistan cricket.” ENS

Cummins calls for bigger
squad strength

Ahmedabad: Withjust 13
members available out of the 15-
man squad for their World Cup
match against England, Australian
captain Pat Cummins on Friday said
teams should be allowed to travel
with larger squads considering the
tournament's duration. Australia
will miss the services of star players
Glenn Maxwell and Mitchell Marsh
in Saturday's contest against their
traditional rivals. "Yeah, tobe
honest,"” Cummins said when asked
if heisin favour of bringing in
regulations allowing teams to pick
larger squads for long tournaments
like the World Cup. Teams can have
just 15 member squads. "I mean, it's
a two-month tournament. You
wouldn't want to be in a position
where, say, a team like New Zealand
have had some injuries and luckily,
they've been able to hold someone
like Kane in the squad.” ENS

RAHUL PANDEY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 3

KUSAL MENDIS had heard the sound of
stumps rattling and some 30,000 people at
the Wankhede going berserk, but he just had
to make sure he had been cleaned up.

So, helooked behind. Perhaps hoping for
asplit second that his ears had deceived him.
They hadn't.

Mohammed Siraj had run through him
and Sri Lanka once again. Siraj bagged three
wickets within his first two overs as the Indian
bowlers, riding on an inspired five-wicket
haul by Mohammed Shami, pierced through
the Sri Lankan batting line up.

In Mumbai on Thursday they were
bowled out for just 55.In mid-September, for
50in the final of the Asia Cup. Siraj had a ma-
jorrole to play in that famous win too, which
set the tone for India’s unbeaten charge at the
World Cup.

After his 6/21 in that final though, he
looked back at another ODI against Sri Lanka

ﬂpﬂper..neiss.cnm

SANDIPG
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 3

ADJOINING THE sprawling maidan and the
Eden Gardens is what the locals call — the
largest sports goods market in Asia. Whether
it’s a brag or the truth, the half a kilometer-
stretch is the first stop of every aspiring
sportsman of the city.

Badminton racquets dangle from creak-
ing ceilings, cricket bats of all sizes, shapes,
wood and football boots are a nudge away
from falling off the glassed showcases. There
are also imitation-gold plated trophies shin-
ning garishly under the glare of tube-lights.

“The journey of every sportsman starts
here, and not the maidan,” says Rahman Alj,
who owns Palace Sports. “Established 1965,”
he asserts.

Ali's grandfather, like most shop-owners
had migrated from East Pakistan after the
partition. “Backin the 70s, Abbas Ali Baig tore
his shoes one day and bought a pair from us.
My grandfather didn’t take any money from
him. Dhoni too bought a pair of gloves from
here once. And of course, we have spotted
Shami bhai a lot of times here (before
Mohammed Shami got into the Indian team).
Now, of course, he can’t. He would be using
foreign goods."

Shami’s jerseys, though, are out of stock.
Ali reasons: “Usually, we stock more jerseys
of Rohit and Virat. But we didn’t know our
bowlers would become such a hit. But no
worries, the load will arrive tomorrow, in
time for the match,” he says.

Every replica jersey costs around Rs 450,
which in normal time is sold for Rs 250-300.
“The pandemic struck us badly, we were run-
ning on heavy losses. So we have to cash in
during the World Cup,” says Armaan, who
quips: “We look forward to the sports sea-
son more than the sportsmen.”

The three-week window is their equiva-
lent of the harvest season. These days, they
sell around 200-300 jerseys a day, and on
match-days even more. Match-days are the
busiest days, and therein lies their biggest
pang. “The stadium is so near, yet we can’t
leave the shop and watch the match,” he says.

The jersey-hunters are swelling by the
minute and the narrow passageways have
become narrower. Some stop by and chat
about Shami’s demolition of Sri Lanka, or
whether Virat Kohli would equal Sachin
Tendulkar at the Eden. The proximity of the
bus station that is ferrying thousands of
cricket pilgrims from different corners of the
state and the line of hotels in the neighboring
New Market Area has made an already
crowded part of the city seaming at its bursts.

Some of them wander into the Eden
Gardens, across the Maidan with its kite-
fliers. These marching cadet scouts go past
the hundreds of sports clubs and the Lesilie
Claudius Sarai named after the city’s most
famous hockey star, in search for a selfie or
to merely soak in the atmosphere.

“You should come after six,” a policeman
tells a pair of inquisitive tourists.” That is
when the facade of the storied stadium
glows. A fleet of police cars screeched past
the stadium, tired policemen could be spot-
ted leaning against the walls or resting on the
cane fence near the stadium.

There is a buzz crackling in the humid air
of the city. When the list of games were an-
nounced, the city was dejected thatit would
not host any of India’s marquee games. It’s
hosting a semifinal—but it was accustomed
to hosting bigger games, the finals (1987
World Cup and 2016 T20 WC). And wallow-
ing aboutits glorious pastis ingrained in the
city’s psyche.

SA's piece of history

Political subplots were read into it. But
the sleight of destiny ensured that the city
got the most competitive game of the tour-
nament, India versus South Africa. Few con-
sidered South Africa contenders, but they are
now the second favourites. England's Ben
Stokes has picked South Africa over India:
"They are looking good," he said.

Two days cannot fly faster is the common
refrain in Kolkata. Some fans loitered around

—inJanuary. “Last time, I did the same against
them at Trivandrum. Got four wickets early,
couldn’t get the five-for. Jitna naseeb mein
hota hai wahi milta hai, aaj mera naseeb tha
(Youonly get what's in your fate. Today, a six-
fer was in my fate),” he said.

Fate and faith have been the bedrock of
Siraj’s phenomenal rise as a leading fast
bowler. Former India fielding coach R Sridhar
seconds. “God has been kind to him and with
his father’s blessings, he’s had the right peo-
ple at the right place at the right time,” he
tells The Indian Express before adding how
Siraj has forged his own naseeb.

By being a receptive player, that’s the first
observation Sridhar has of him. “Siraj is very
naive, like a clean slate. Very coachable, no
baggage. Always seeking out and open to
ideas.”

Then comes an inspiring trait from the
man whose celebration Siraj has now im-
ported from football to cricket. Like Cristiano
Ronaldo, the 29-year-old is aworkhorse. It was
on display in Mumbai the other night. As it
was during his four-wicket-over in the Asia

P
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TODAY’S MATCHES

New Zealand vs Pakistan, 10:30am

Australia vs England, 2 pm
Live on Star Sports network

The Eden Gardens is all decked up ahead of the India versus South Africa game on Sunday.

Mohammed Shami jerseys are out of
stock at the sports goods market near
Eden Gardens. Sandip G

the stadium, assuming that the team would
practise in the stadium on Friday. A policeman,
tired of shooing a pack of youngsters away,
now starts shouting expletives and waving the
cane lathi. They flee. The new batch arrives,
and the policeman is at his wits’ end.

Among those hoping to watch the game
at Eden Gardens is Ebrahim, from Durban.
He landed on Thursday, but has no ticket.
Draped in a South Africa flag, he says:
“Maybe, I can buy one in the black market,
or one of the South African supporters here
can manage one. [ was so thrilled to watch
this World Cup thatIdidn’t bother about the
ticket. I called a friend of mine from Cape
Town last week and decided to travel just like
that,” he says.

He says it was destiny that has brought
him to Kolkata. “We played our first game af-
ter reintroduction here, we won our first Test
match in India here. Hopefully, we will watch
something special here too,” he says.

There is another connect—the administra-
tor credited with bringing South Africa back
into the cricket fold, Jagmohan Dalmiya, too
was from the city. The series was organised in
a week’s time, thanks to a meeting between
then West Bengal CM Jyoti Basu and South
Africa cricket board administrator Ali Bacher.

A batch of nervous cricketers in a char-
tered flightlanded to a raucous welcome. In
the post-match interview, captain Clive Rice
would emotionally say: “I know how Neil
Armstrong felt when he stood on the moon.”
There is a picture of him and his teammates
bowing down with folded hands and thank-
ing the crowd after the game. “The most his-
toric match in the history of South African
cricket,” he would say.

A sense of history is lurking around the
Eden Gardens this week too, as two of the
strongest teams in the World Cup encounter
on Sunday. And there is a whole ecosystem
around it, literally and symbolically, waiting
for the match and their catch.

Why SA should order Chinese
takeaway before the India game

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 3

IN THE final moments of the South Africa vs
Pakistan match — easily this World Cup's
most riveting duel — the world saw some un-
usual cricketing sights. Pakistan were cor-
nered, they did play like tigers but ended up
being caged. South Africa kept their nerves,
didn't panic and won a close World Cup game.

There was one more significant sight that
would give South Africa hope of ending their
agonising wait for the long-suffering nation.
The two last men standing - Keshav Maharaj
and Tabraiz Shamsi - constantly spoke to each
other during that tense heart-stopping match-
winning 11-run stand. Like always, South
Africais ateam of sparkling talent but this time
Temba Bavuma's men are also talking.

Don't they talk in tense situations? Is
minding one's own business a debilitating
frailty in team sports? Yes, according to an
interesting inquest of South African cricket
by writer Luke Alfred in his well-researched
book 'Art of Losing - Why the Proteas choke
at the cricket World Cup'.

The book has a telling quote by Clinton
Gahwiler, a psychologist with South Africa's
2003 World Cup squad, that attempts to an-
swer world cricket's most asked questions.
"I've always sensed in general that South
African sporting teams don’t talk enough, es-
pecially with that kind of macho culture
that’s so prevalent in our sport,” he says.

As can be expected, the book puts on
stand Lance Klusener and Allan Donald, the
men on the central square during South
Africa's most-famous World Cup meltdown
- the final ball heart-break in 1999 when
South Africa dramatically snatched defeat
from the tightly clenched jaws of victory
against Australia.

Writer Alfred recommends to re-run the
tapes to watch the limited exchanges be-
tween Klusener and Donald. "The two bats-
men had spoken when Donald walked to the
wicket ... But they failed to have that calm-
ing, necessary chat when it was most needed
... Klusener was so locked into the idea of
winning the match that he was unable to
step out of himself ... Such was his desire ...
that Donald was, for all intents and purposes,
invisible, a bit player in Klusener’s drama in
which he was the hero rather than a team-
mate or colleague.”

In the years to come, Edgbaston would
become a taboo subject in South Africa. No
one spoke about it. The 1999 coach and cap-

Siraj’s journey: Belief in naseeb, CR7-like work ethic, and lots of waiting

Cup Final in September. Steaming in at full
throttle and having struck thrice in the over
already, Siraj sprinted all the way down tolong
on to avoid a boundary off his own bowling.

It would leave Virat Kohli in splits at the
slip cordon. Sridhar admits to having alaugh
while watching it unfold live. “He could've
even stopped it,” he chuckles before the con-
versation veers to the man who stood in the
cordon. “Siraj doesn’t have to look too far for
inspiration. Him being close quarters to Virat
round the year, changing franchise and go-
ing to RCB, heading the bowling attack there
under Virat has really helped him.”

Debut story

Sridhar flips the pages back to Siraj’s Test
debut in Melbourne three years ago.

“He didn’t bowl till lunch, and then didn’t
have a great first spell. Four overs, 30 runs
something,” he recalls. “Then he came back
and the dressing room chat was, ‘Think the
ball will start doing a little extra now. You can
make the ball talk.” Because the wicket was
drier and getting quicker. We thought he can

Mohammed Siraj with a Cristiano
Ronaldo like celebration.

Keshav Maharaj and Tabraiz Shamsi
after their 11-run match-winning
partnership against Pakistan. P11

tain - Bob Woolmer and Hansie Cronje - were
not asked to prepare a report. There was no
diagnosis of a mysterious panic attack.In the
subsequent World Cups worse was to follow.

2003: SA chase D/L target. Mark Boucher
gets confused. He didn't know they needed
to go past that target, score that extra run.
The dressing room fails to convey the mes-
sage. 12th man Nicky Boje tries to enter the
field in the dying minutes, umpire Steve
Bucknor shoos him away. Game tied, South
Africa eliminated at home.

2011: Chasing 222, SA were 108/2. 40
minutes of madness follows. They were 172
all out. Skipper Graeme Smith said, "If we’'d
just hung in there until that change of ball ...
we’d have got over the line." Was it con-
veyed? Coach Van Zyl would later say, "I
blame myself for being too passive."

2015: This time the blame was on the
colour-based quota system, a subject that's
spoken in hushed tones in post-apartheid
South Africa. In the semi-final, white crick-
eter Kyle Abbott, the team's best bowler at
the tournament, is left out. In comes the re-
luctant coloured cricketer Vernon Philander.
"They were clearly not open and honest with
me and Kyle. There were things happening
behind closed doors,” Philander would tell
an Afrikaans weekly. SA lost a tight game
where Kiwi batsman Grant Elliott played the
knock of his life. Abbot was sorely missed.

Once againitwas the case of the team that
doesn't talk, doesn't win. Over the years,
World Cups for South Africa have been about
adding monkeys on their back and albatrosses
around their neck. This time it looks different.

There is an audible chatter around
Bavuma's team. Before the World Cup, the
Proteas have had four to five camps. The ef-

come in more useful when the ball gets older
and starts swinging.”

And swing he did. Thrice away from
Cameron Green before bringing one in trap
him LBW.

Keeping it full and on the stumps for
Labuschagne until one strayed down the leg
and was nicked to the leg slip. Three more
wickets in the second innings and by the end
of the match, the then India fielding coach
had a one liner for the debutant you can re-
watch on beci.tv. “Maut daal diye Miyan! (You
killed it!).”

What makes the debut even more memo-
rable are the tragic circumstances which un-
raveled during the tour. Sridhar remembers it
like yesterday.

“We landed in Sydney and on the second
day unfortunately, he lost his father. He could-
n’t have gone back and come back in time to
play the series as per Covid protocols. Ravi
Shastri spoke to his brother and everyone in-
volved, and he took the decision that Siraj will
have to stay back. Important conversation hap-
pened there with Ravi, Arun, myself and Siraj,

fervescent and ever-smiling Shamsi, speak-
ing to Cricbuzz, joked that the dark circles
around his eyes were not natural but were
signs of the hard work putin and lack of sleep.

Communication too has been on the
agenda. “Everyone is open to be themselves.
Over the last week or so we’ve got to inter-
act with the new guys, and they’ve opened
up and they feel comfortable," he would say.

Long and casual conversations was what
made Clive Lloyd’s team The Greatest. After
the day's play, the team would often order
Chinese takeaways, something that the en-
tire team loved. In his autobiography, Lloyd
would paint a picture that is certain to get ro-
mantics of the game teary-eyed with nostal-
gia. "l would get a meal for 17 people and
there’d be a hundred cartons on the table be-
cause they liked their food so much. We ate,
laughed and spent the whole night talking
cricket,” he wrote.

Tough conversations

Bavumaisn't Lloyd, noris South Africathe
West Indies of yore. But there is hope. The
present SA captain isn't afraid of tough con-
versations. The first-ever full-time South
African black captain, might not have aboom-
ing voice but his words have substance. During
the T20 World Cup in 2021 when his old mate
and team's senior star Quinton de Kock didn't
take a knee and didn't publicly show his soli-
darity to the BLM movement, outrage would
rain down on the team and Bavuma. But he
didn't flinch or skirt the issue.

He would make a statement that would
have made the founding fathers of new
South Africa proud. "My beliefs are shaped
by my own experience and so is the other
person’s. If there is a disagreement in terms
of beliefs, in terms of views, that’s why we
have those hard conversations. Through
those conversations, we will be able to get
the comfort to accept the other person’s de-
cision. I can’t force anyone to see things the
way I do, neither can they force me to.”

Buton the field, South Africans need to re-
fine their conversations. In that very game that
Shamsi and Maharaj talked the walk and
walked the talk, South Africa almost blew it,
like in the past. Needing 21 runs in about 10
overs, Aiden Markram was out trying to slog
the leggie Usama Mir. There were shades of
Klusener in him as at the non-striker’s end was
“a bit player in a drama in which he was the
hero rather than a teammate or colleague.”

Kolkata has lots of options, Bavuma needs
to order takeaway Chinese for his team be-
fore the India game.

on channelising his energy. It was what his fa-
ther would've wanted. His dream was for Siraj
togetaTestcap. Two tests later, he was leading
the Indian bowling attack. Would you have
imagined that happening? Felt like somebody
up there was playing the cards.”

Sridhar, who saw Siraj make his first ap-
pearance for India across all three formats
during his tenure with the national team, be-
lieves that after meager returns on his T20I
and ODI starts, a strong first Test series in
Australia and his red-ball career since have
upped the quick’s white ball credentials.

Now a mainstay in India’s white-ball
team, he was then overlooked for three ODIs
and as many T20Is that preceded the Tests
in Australia.

“In hindsight, it was good that he didn’t
play those games. Gave him a lot of time to
work on his red ball skills. Not just his bowl-
ing but also his fitness,” Sridhar says. “It took
awhile for him to learn the nuances of inter-
national cricket butI think once he made his
Test debut, his white ball performances
started getting better.”
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STANDINGS

vI| VV (S NRRK
IndQ|7 | 7|0 0| 14 | +2102
SA (7|6 1|0/ 12|+229
Aus |6 |4/2|0/| 8 |+0970
NZ (7|4 3|0/ 8 |+0484
Afg |7]14|3|0]| 8 |-0330
Pak |7 |(3|4|0/| 6 |-0024
SL |7|2/5|0] 4 |-1162
Ned (7 |25/ 0| 4 |-1398
Ban |7 |16 0] 2 |-1446
Eng (6 |15/ 0| 2 |-1652

Why Afghan win
makes NZ-Pak game
more significant

Afghanistan’s facile win over the
Netherlands gave another boost to
their dreams of making the
semifinals. They now sit in fifth
spot on the points table, and are
out of the top four for now just on
the basis of net run rate (NRR).
Their fate is in their own hands,
though their remaining two
games are against Australia and
South Africa, who are in the top
three at the moment.

The Dutch remain on four points
with games against England and
India to come. Even if they win
both their games and Afghanistan
lose their last two fixtures, the
wide disparity in NRR may be too
much to overcome, especially as
there are several other teams
better placed on the points table
than them.

Afghanistan’s win makes
Saturday’s day game between
New Zealand and Pakistan all the
more significant, especially for the
latter who now find themselves
below Afghanistan. A win for the
Kiwis will not only end a three-
game losing streak, but also give a
big fillip to their semifinal hopes,
putting the onus on Afghanistan
to win at least one of their two
matches coming up.

If Babar Azam’s men don’t get a
positive result in Bengaluru, their
fate may be sealed even before
their final league fixture against
England in Kolkata, if Australia get
the better of the defending
champions in the day-night
fixture in Ahmedabad on
Saturday. In that case, both
Australia and New Zealand will get
to 10 points, a mark Pakistan
won’t be able to reach. That will
also, finally, mathematically
eliminate the holders from
contention.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

SRIRAM VEERA
AHMEDABAD, NOVEMBER 3

BEN STOKES sat speechless for ten seconds.
It was relatively a lighthearted icebreaker
question: ‘Has there been any happy or
funny moment on this tour’. The seconds
ticked, before he muttered, “Sorry, I didn’t
expect that question”. Five more seconds
went by before he added with a smile, “Ask
me tomorrow again!”

Ashort while back, on the eve of the clash
against Australia, he had summed up the
hellish ride that England have endured in this
World Cup. “We have been crap ... not hav-
ing an answer and being able to understand
as to why it's gone wrong is very simple.
That's the answer. Because if we knew what
had gone wrong, we would have been able
to fix it. But unfortunately, we don't. It's just
been one of those tournaments where, yeah,
it's just been a disaster. And there's no point
sugarcoatingit ... the problem is that we've
been crap,” Stokes had said.

It’s been that kind of a tour. A total
“crap”. Where even someone like Ben
Stokes can’t think of a single happy mo-
ment. Watching England play has been a
bizarre experience; imagine how the play-
ers feel. They just don’t seem to know what
has hit them. It’s one thing to be part of a
series where the problems are obvious,
known, and the slide into the abyss can be
tough but understandable hell - players
generally tend to mentally check out of
such tours and look to getting back home.

But here in India, they have been am-
bushed by an invisible enemy. Or so they
feel. There have been murmurs from be-
yond the boundary, first from Eoin Morgan,
the former captain who turned around
England’s ODI history, who hinted at team
morale and the coach Matthew Mott’s
mixed messaging to the team and his tactics
in selections. Then Michael Vaughan too
piped up with issues relating to contracts -
The players have been in negotiations with
the board over the contract monies. But the
players aren’t buying all that argument. But
something has indeed gone horribly wrong.

It probably showcases how brittle
sporting success is. Mercurial sporting gods
bestow greatness and then seemingly on a

Dutch run themselves out of WC

Afghanistan remain in contention for a place in semis with a win over Netherlands, who lose 4 of their top 5 batsmen to run-outs

PRATYUSHRAJ
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 4

ON THE eve of the match, Afghanistan skip-
per Hashmatullah Shahidi had told The
Indian Express how a change in mindset had
given his team confidence that they can qual-
ify for the semifinals, and it was fitting that he
hit the winning boundary. On Friday, in front
of largely filled stands, the Afghans showed
their mettle. After three wins on the bounce,
they have thrown their hats in the ring for a
place in the semis. Afghanistan defeated the
Netherlands by seven wickets to jump ahead
of Pakistanin the points tally. With eight points,
they are now placed fifth.

All through their campaign, Afghanistan
seem to have been following the template
put in place by Steve Waugh's 1999 World
Cup-winning team. The bowlers restrict the
opposition to a below-par total, and then
their batsmen chase it down with ease.
Afghanistan were also helped by
Netherlands' poor running between the
wickets, which resulted in four run-outs.

After opting to bat, the Netherlands were
63/1 after the end of the first powerplay.
Rashid Khan had walked out of the field due
toaside strain. Fazalhaq Farooqj, their player
of the match in Pune was leaking runs. They
looked lacklustre in the field as well. Rashid
returned after the powerplay, brought the
team in a huddle, gave them a pep talk and
things changed immediately for the Afghans.

Afghanistan restricted the Netherlands to
179, and then their middle-order trio of
Rahmat Shah (52), skipper Hasmatullah (56
not out)and Azmatullah Omarzai(31 not out)
made sure that they winitina convincing way.

Chasing a modest total, Afghanistan lost
their in-form openers Rahmanullah Gurbaz
and Ibrahim Zadran early. But their sheet an-
chors Rahmat and Hasmatullah put on a 74-
run stand for the third wicket and made sure
that they don'timplode on a tricky surface. It
was Rahmat's third consecutive half-century,
while their skipper hit his third of the tour-
nament. Omarzai, who coach Jonathan Trott
considers one of the cleanest strikers of the
ball, with his brisk knock, made sure that
they win with 18.3 overs to spare.

Hara-Kiri

A couple of weeks ago Sachin Tendulkar
compared Azmatullah Omarzai's wrist posi-
tion to his former India seamers Praveen
Kumar and Bhuvneshwar Kumar, but on
Friday, it was the Afghanistan all-rounder's
rocket arm which came in handy for the
Afghans in Lucknow. At 73/1, Netherlands
were cruising and looked set to put big runs
on the board. However, they slipped and were
bowled out for 179. Opener Max O'Dowd,
who was looking imperious and had hit eight
boundaries in the powerplay, tried to take a
two after paddle-sweeping Nabi.

Afghanistan's Hashmatullah Shahidi celebrates beating the Netherlands in their World Cup match in Lucknow on Friday. P11

Lucknow: Afghanistan captain
Hashmatullah Shahidi has dedicated
their seven-wicket win over the
Netherlands to the struggle Afghan
refugees are facing in Pakistan.

Pakistan is home to over four million
Afghan migrants and refugees, and about
1.7 million undocumented Afghans
refugees have been ordered to leave the
country by Wednesday.

"There are a lot of our refugee people
in struggle; we all are watching their
videos and we feel their pain. I dedicate
this win to them,” Hashmatullah said at

We feel their pain: Captain Shahidi dedicates
the win to Afghan refugees in Pakistan

the post-match presentation.

“We all are very united, we all are en-
joying the wins and all of them are think-
ing about the team. We are trying our
best to make it to the semi-finals. If we
make it, it would be a big achievement
for us. I lost my mother three months
back, so my family is in pain, so it will be
a big achievement for our country first
and then for me also,” said the Afghan
skipper. There were around 50
Afghanistan fans in Lucknow, celebrating
for their country.

PRATYUSHRAJ

Omarzai, patrolling at square leg, ranalmost
30yards to hisright, picked the balland hit bull's
eye with his one-handed pick-up throw.
O'Dowd looked rattled after the big screen
showed that he had missed it by a whisker. He
couldn't believe his luck, and neither did
Omarzai until his teammates mobbed him.

The run out was the spark Afghanistan
needed at that moment of the match and it
opened the floodgates. Four of Netherlands'

top five batsmen were run out.

Colin Ackermann's (29) ball-watching
saw him getting run out. On the next ball,
Dutch skipper Scott Edwards was out for a
duck. Edwards may consider himself unlucky.

While playing his trademark sweep shot,
he lost his balance and slipped out of the
crease, and Afghanistan wicketkeeper Ikram
Alikhil whipped the bails in a fraction of a
second. Ikram, who had hurt his finger

‘We have been crap’: Have Eng hit rock bottom?

England will hope to beat Australia in their World Cup match on Saturday and get
back in contention for a place in the 2025 Champions Trophy. Nirmal Harindran

whim, take it away. If a team doesn’t nur-
ture it, be careful with it, it can just vanish.

The other day Joe Root was on a BBCradio
podcast, trying to explain the unexplainable.

“I'have been around for a long time and
experienced lots of times where things
don’t go to plan, but this (World Cup expe-
rience) doesn’t remind me of any previous
experience. It’s very much unique. I haven’t
gone, ‘here we go again'.It's been unique.”

Aday earlier, the pacer Mark Wood, who
has been below-par this tournament, was
put on the hot seat on BBC again. "Does the
coach have the support of the team?" Wood,
usually a very jovial chap, stiffened up. “For
a World Cup-winning coach? Support for a
World Cup-winning coach? Absolutely.”

Wood then tried to detail the bizarre sit-
uation: “We the players get every support
we need. Nutritionist, strength-condition-
ing coach, physics, local Indian coaches
helping out, we get the tactics, we got the
analysts ... We players have to take up the
responsibility. I haven’t performed; [ am
frustrated and hurt. You can’t just pin it all
on the captain or coach.”

Some have also talked about the effect
of Bazball. But if anything, this team has
been timid with the bat. Take the chase
against Afghanistan for example; if a more
timid English batting had to be seen, a
rewind to any 90s England game in this re-

gion would do. Just the faces changed, and
the approach was similar.

Perhapsit’s just a combination of things:
tactical (some toss decisions like the deci-
sion to chase against Afghanistan and South
Africain humid Mumbai were puzzling), se-
lection (not deploying Jason Roy at all), mis-
placed confidence in composition (Mooen
Ali averages over 100 as a bowler in ODIs in
India; even Jos Buttler averages just 13 here),
perhaps some embers from contract discus-
sions - but above all the players, as Wood
and Stokes put it, have been poor.

Australia’s fortunes change

Australia, their opponents on Saturday
started the tournament similarly. And by
the time their game against Sri Lanka un-
folded on October 16, they looked down
and out. Sri Lanka were cruising at 125 for
0, then 157 for 1, but suddenly collapsed to
209 all out. In a blink, their tournament be-
gan to change. From that third game on,
they began to fire one by one.

On their last tour of Sri Lanka, in the
midst of an economic disaster in the island
nation, on their last day of the tour, a vast
majority of the Sri Lankan crowd had turned
inyellow jerseys to show their gratitude for
Australia choosing to tour their country in
tough times. Perhaps, the Sri Lankan play-
ers took that a bit far in this World Cup game,

We have been crap ... not having
an answer and being able to
understand as towhy it's gone
wrong is very simple. That's the
answer. Because if we knew what
had gone wrong, we would have
been able to fix it. But
unfortunately, we don't. It's just
been one of those tournaments
where, yeah, it's just beena
disaster. And there's no point
sugarcoatingit ... the problemis
that we've beencrap.”

BEN STOKES
FORMER ENGLAND CAPTAIN

collapsing as they did, and helping Australia
to stand on their feet again.

However, they haven’t been standing
on their feet all that well. Glenn Maxwell
lost his footing from a golf buggy of all
things and is out of the game against
England. Mitch Marsh is back home for
family reasons. They do have the person-
nel to fill in with Cameron Green and
Marcus Stoinis stepping in for the England
game. England can’t see the twin absences
as any magic portal that has opened up for
them to barge through, but considering
they don’t know the hole in which they
have fallen in India, they will take the de-
velopments in the Australian team as good
signs for them. Even Afghanistan would
hope so; if England can win here, the
Afghanistan vs Australia game on
November 7 would be a cracker.

Ultimately, it's a contest between
Australia, a team that has found its stride,
and England, a team that doesn’t know what
hit them. “Everything we've tried through-
out this World Cup, through trying to put
pressure back onto the opposition in a way
in which we know or trying to soak up the
pressure in a different way, which we know
we've done before and been successful with,
it's just not worked,” Stokes said.

Generally, the sporting cliche is that the
only way from the bottom is to move up.
But the question is: have England hit rock
bottom or are they still falling?

against Sri Lanka, was involved in six dis-
missals in the Netherlands innings.

The Dutch were not done with the hara-
kiri in the middle. Engelbrecht scored a pa-
tient 58, his second fifty of the tournament
and was the fourth from his team who got
run out. Roelf van der Merwe called for a
tight single after hitting one to mid-wicket
and was off straight away. The throw from
Nabi was not good, but Ikram collected it
beautifully and did the rest.

The spin trap

Afghanistan picked a four-pronged spin
attack for this match and it was the old fox
Mohammad Nabi, who was the pick of the
bowlers. It was Mujeeb, who set the tone by
pinning Wesley Barresi in the first over, but it
was Nabi, Rashid Khan and Noor Ahmad, who
tightened the screws after the first powerplay.

Nabi foxed Edwards which resulted in the
Dutch skipper's departure. Bas de Leede nicked
one, and Ikram completed a sharp catch. Logan
van Beek was undone with the flight. It was a
beautiful set-up by Nabi. The ball before he was
beaten by a tossed-up delivery, was bowled to
fourth stump line. Nabi premeditated that Van
Beekwould use his feet and he bowled slightly
wider to the previous delivery, Van Beek fell in
the trap, danced down the track and Ikram
completed the stumping,

— SCORECARD ——

NETHERLANDS vs AFGHANISTAN
“BRSABV EKANA STADIUM, LUCKNOW™
Toss: Netherlands, elected to bat

NETHERLANDS

W Barresilbw b Mujeeb Ur Rahman 1(4b),
M O'Dowd run out (Omarzai) 42(40Db,9x4)
C Ackermannrun out (Rashid/Alikhil) 29 (35b, 4x4)
S Engelbrecht run out (Nabi/Alikhil) 58 (86b, 6x4)

S Edwards run out (Alikhil) 0 (1b)
B de Leede c Alikhil b Nabi 3(6b)
S Zulfigar c Alikhil b Ahmad 3(15b)
L van Beek st Alikhil b Nabi 2(13b)
Rvander Merwe c Zadranb Ahmad 11(33b)
ADuttnotout 10 (22b)
P van Meekeren Ibw b Nabi 4(24b)
M Extras (b2,w14) 16
Bl Total 46.30v(RR: 3.84) 179

B FoW: 1-3 (Wesley Barresi, 0.5 ov), 2-73 (Max
0'Dowd, 11.3 0v), 3-92 (Colin Ackermann, 18.3 ov),
4-92 (Scott Edwards, 18.4 ov), 5-97 (Basde Leede,
20.20v), 6-113 (Sagib Zulfigar, 25.3 0v), 7-134
(Loganvan Beek, 30.6 ov), 8-152 (Sybrand
Engelbrecht, 34.4 ov), 9-169 (Roelof van der Merwe,
41.70v),10-179 (Paul van Meekeren, 46.3 ov)

H Bowling: Mujeeb Ur Rahman 10-0-40-1,
Fazalhag Farooqi 5-0-36-0, Azmatullah Omarzai 3-
0-11-0, Mohammad Nabi 9.3-1-28-3, Rashid Khan
10-0-31-0, Noor Ahmad 9-0-31-2

AFGHANISTAN

R Gurbaz c Edwards b van Beek 10 (11b, 2x4)
IZadranb van der Merwe 20(34b,2x4)
R Shahc &b Zulfigar 52 (54b, 8x4)

H Shahidinot out 56 (64b, 6x4)
A Omarzainot out 31(28b, 3x4)
M Extras (Ib3,nb2,w7) 12
B Total 31.30v(RR: 5.74) 181/3
B FoW: 1-27 (Rahmanullah Gurbaz, 5.3 ov), 2-55
(Ibrahim Zadran, 10.1 ov), 3-129 (Rahmat Shah,
224 0v)

H Bowling: Aryan Dutt 8.3-0-49-0, Loganvan
Beek 7-0-30-1, Paul van Meekeren 5-0-35-0,
Roelof van der Merwe 5-0-27-1, Saqib Zulfigar 3-0-
25-1, Colin Ackermann 3-0-12-0

At the post-match presentation, Nabi said
while bowling he always wants to keep
things simple. He told the broadcasters:
"Sometimes the batsmen rush because the
ball is too easy but I focus on my line and
length and my variations. I always stick to my
plans.Itry to use my angles which is easy for
me. Variations are also valuable for me on
some pitches. Sometimes I get wickets due
to it. I always focus on dot balls."

Rashid didn't get any wickets, but his mir-
ror image Noor was unplayable. One can't
blame the Netherlands batsmen after what
Noor did to Babar Azam and Mohammad
Rizwan in Bengaluru. Saqib Zulfigar, playing
his first match of the World Cup, had no clue
about Noor's bowling. A faint edge behind
the stump ended his fifteen-ball misery at
the crease. Noor picked up two wickets.

NZ hope to return to trusted
‘Black Cap method’ vs Pak

VENKATAKRISHNAB
BANGALORE, NOVEMBER 3

DARK BANGALORE clouds with a cool breeze
wafting around can make the New Zealand
players feel at home. Except they really can’t
be. This scenic city’s undulating roads mir-
ror their world cup campaign. After starting
off with four successive wins, a run of three
consecutive defeats has stuck New Zealand
in the middle of nowhere, just like the city's
frenzied traffic, alongside Afghanistan and
Pakistan, their opponents on Saturday.

Since the defeat to India, they lost a
thriller to Australia before South Africa drilled
a few new holes. The mounting injuries
aren’t making it any easier. But unlike their
opponents Pakistan, who too endured a
three-match losing streak before getting
back on track against Bangladesh and still
find themselves in a sea of chaos, there is a
certain calmness in the New Zealand ranks.

Despite being the most consistent team
in World Cups, New Zealand know that there
won't be any tremors if they miss out onalast
four spot. For the outside world, they seem to
reside in a never-never land where outcomes
hardly matter and emotions remain in check.

“One thing we do as Kiwis is we stay
pretty grounded,” says their in-form middle-
order batsman Daryl Mitchell. “We stay
where our feet are, and injuries are things
that we can't control. All I know is that the 11
guys that will take the field tomorrow will
be very proud to represent our country and
get stuckinaWorld Cup. And yeah, we won't
make it bigger than what it is. It's another
two points for this tournament, which is im-
portant for us in the big scheme of things, but
we'll just keep playing like Black Caps and
Kiwis do, and I'm sure we'll come a long way
to winning the game,” he added.

But at times, they haven’t really been
playing like Black Caps. Despite running
Australia close, their fielding at Dharamsala
was abysmal. Against South Africa, they
chose to bowl first against an opponent
whose biggest strength has been to bat first.
Their week in Bangalore would decide their
fate - if they win two of their remaining
matches against Pakistan and Sri Lanka, they

Daryl Mitchell in training on Friday. P11

should make it through on abetter NRR, even
if Afghanistan also end up on 12 points.

But they are without Matt Henry, the
seamer who would have been pretty handy
on this track with some live grass. Four oth-
ers, including skipper Kane Williamson,
Jimmy Neesham, Lockie Ferguson and Mark
Chapman, are in the injury ward, even as
Kyle Jamieson joined the squad as areplace-
ment for Henry. While the injured four were
scheduled to undergo fitness tests on Friday
evening, a heavy downpour cut short New
Zealand'’s training session. The Kiwis might
know about some of these players’ availabil-
ity only on Saturday morning, which makes
their preparations even more challenging.

Somehow, just as the spotlight never
shines on them when doing well, their
chaotic losses too go unnoticed. By now, it’s
almost expected that they would reach semi-
finals of ICC tournaments.

Mitchell chose to invoke the method -
the Black Caps way of playing -- that has
brought them success.

“Look, we're a small country,down at the
bottom of the earth, and for us it's fighting
for every ball, chasing every ball to the
boundary, and doing the little things that we
can control. The big stuff will look after itself
if we're clear on ourroles, very detailed with
how we go about our business, and you can
work out our blueprint and our plan from
that,” Mitchell said. They will have to find the
missing blueprint on Saturday against
Pakistan; else things can quickly go to the
bottom of the earth.
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