
SCIENCE AND
ACTION



SCIENCE ON PLASTIC

THERE IS LOTS OF
RESEARCH ON PLASTIC

POLLUTION, WHICH
HAS INCREASED OVER

THE YEARS



50% OF FISH IN
AUSTRALIA

HAVE PLASTIC
INSIDE THEIR
STOMACHS 

EXAMPLES

ONE RUBBISH
TRUCK OF PLASTIC
ENTERS THE OCEAN

EVERY MINUTE
GLOBALLY 

MICROPLASTICS
HAVE BEEN FOUND

IN THE BLOOD,
LUNGS AND

BREAST MILK OF
HUMANS



WHAT TYPE OF SCIENTISTS WORK ON
PLASTIC POLLUTION? 

medical
scientists

oceanographers

engineers

Public Health
Scientists

Marine 
biologists

doctors
ecologists

material
scientists 

chemists

Toxicologists

Microbiologists

Atmospheric
Scientists

Waste
Management

Scientists

Environmental
scientists

Conservation
Biologists



GROUP DISCUSSION

What types of questions do you
think scientists should be trying

to answer about plastic
pollution?



GOVERNMENT

what action does the
government take to reduce

plastic pollution?



support for innovation

Bans and

restrictions
recycling

programs
public awareness

campaigns

legislation

GOVERNMENT ACTION



BAN ON SINGLE USE
LIGHTWEIGHT PLASTIC

BAGS

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACTION

bread tags, coffee
cups, confetti, fruit and

veg bags, takeaway
containers

PLASTIC BAGS
SINGLE USE

PLASTIC BANS WORKING ON
 CUTLERY, STRAWS, PLATES

AND BOWLS, COTTONS
BUDS & HEAVY WEIGHT

PLASTIC BAGS



introduced
plastic
taxes

ACTION OVERSEAS



INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

MARPOL: SHIPPING
AGREEMENT

UNITED NATIONS GLOBAL
PLASTIC TREATY 



DISCUSSION POINTS

What international agreements do you
think are needed? 

What local agreements or laws
should be made?



YOUTH ACTION



DISCUSSION POINTS

has your behaviour towards

plastic use changed since you

began learning more about it?

What can you do?



We want to use photographs to monitor

marine debris on the beach over time

CALL TO ACTION: 
PHOTO-POINT MONITORING

Please take photos and upload them to

the website when you visit the beach



PRACTICAL

Field trip to photo-point

monitoring site

take an image and upload

to website


