
PLASTIC
POLLUTION

BACKGROUND
AND OVERVIEW



WHAT IS MARINE DEBRIS?



Plastic was first
produced
commercially in the
early 1950

Since then, plastic
production has grown 

Now, we produce more
thaN 380 million
tonnes each year  
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PLASTIC PRODUCTION



PLASTIC USES



PLASTIC ENTERING THE MARINE
ENVIRONMENT



PLASTIC IN THE OCEAN



SOURCES OF MARINE PLASTIC
POLLUTION 

Mismanaged
plastic waste

(litter)

sea-based plastic
debris

microplastics 



PLASTICS AND MARINE LIFE



PLASTIC
POLLUTION IN
AUSTRALIA

All this plastic
was found on

Australian
beaches
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SOLUTIONS

RESEARCH EDUCATION

RECYCLING ALTERNATIVES



What beaches have you seen
plastic?

Has anyone ever helped or wants to
help with a beach clean? 

DISCUSSION POINTS



PRACTICAL

complete the Worksheet about

plastic pollution


