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Ex-PM Cameron in,
Suella Braverman out
in UK. Cabinet rejig

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Returning from Deepavali
celebrations in his home-
town of Southampton, U.K.
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
kicked off the week by
reshuffling his Cabinet on
Monday morning, sacking
controversial Home Secre-
tary Suella Braverman and
resurrecting the political
career of former UK.
Prime Minister David Ca-
meron, whom he appoint-
ed Foreign Secretary.
Former (outgoing) Foreign
Secretary James Cleverly
was appointed Home
Secretary.

Ms. Braverman’s history
of provocative statements,
including her latest allega-
tions of bias in the Metro-
politan Police over their
handling of pro-Palestinian
protests, which she re-
ferred to as “hate march-
es”, had increased pres-
sure on Mr. Sunak to fire
her.

David Cameron

Monday’s moves, which
were reminiscent of the
political chaos last year,
when the country saw
three Prime Ministers in
the span of a few months,
continued well into the af-
ternoon with Tory divi-
sions playing out live on
media as appointments
and departures continued
to be announced.

Mr. Cameron was made
‘Lord Cameron’, a life peer
(member of the House of
Lords) on Monday.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Retail inflation eases
to a four-month low
of 4.87% in October

Vegetable price rise decelerates to 2.7%; overall consumer food price

inflation remains unchanged; inflation faced by rural consumers is 5.1%

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

ndia’s retail inflation
l pace eased to a four-

month low of 4.87% in
October from a tad over 5%
in September, with the rise
in vegetables prices easing
to 2.7% from 3.4%, though
overall consumer food
price inflation remained
virtually unchanged at
6.6%.

While base effects from
last October, when retail
prices surged 6.8%, helped
cool the headline inflation
rate, some deceleration
was also seen in prices of
non-food items such as ser-
vices, clothing and foot-
wear as well as fuel and
light.

Aided by the LPG cylin-

Inflation eases

India’s retail inflation eased to to a four-month low of 4.87% in
October from 5.02% in September
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der price cuts, fuel and
light costs dropped 0.4%
from last October’s levels.

Rural, urban inflation

Inflation faced by rural
consumers eased from
5.33% in September to
51%, but urban house-
holds saw a fractional in-

crease in inflation at 4.65%.
On a month-on-month ba-
sis, consumer prices were
up 0.65%, while food pric-
es were up 1.06%, with ur-
ban food prices rising
1.14%.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Charred remains: Rescue efforts under way at the site of a blaze
at Bazaar Guard in Hyderabad on Monday. G. RAMAKRISHNA

Nine dead in a fire in
Hyderabad building

Naveen Kumar
HYDERABAD

Nine people were killed in
a massive fire in a four-sto-
rey residential building at
Nampally in Hyderabad on
Monday morning. Fire De-
partment officials suspect
that sparks from bursting
of firecrackers could have
led to the fire.

Fire and rescue services
personnel were pressed in-
to service after a distress
call was received at the fire
control room at 9.34 a.m.,
stating that sparks were

coming from the stilt level
of Balaji Residence in the
Bazaar Guard area, which
has 16 flats.

“The firefighters res-
cued 21 persons in the
building. Three were
found unconscious and
one had burns. Prelimin-
ary probe revealed that the
local people were bursting
crackers till 2 a.m. on Mon-
day,” said Y. Nagi Reddy, Di-
rector-General of Telanga-
na State Fire Department.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

IN BRIEF

3 Indian cities
among world’s
most polluted

NEW DELHI

A day after Deepavali, Delhi
was the most polluted city in
the world, with an air quality
index (AQI) of 287, according to
a survey by IQAir, a Swiss firm.
Mumbai and Kolkata were
among the other Indian cities
on the list. » PAGE 12

TMC leader shot
dead; violence
erupts in W.B.

KOLKATA

Violence erupted in West
Bengal’s South 24 Parganas
after a Trinamool Congress
(TMC) leader was murdered on
Monday. » PAGE 3

EDUCATION PLUS » PAGE 5

BRITANNIA O

nut
choice

/4

W]

THIS WORLD DIABETES DAY,
OPEN UP TO GOOD CHOICES.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO GET A PERSONALISED DIET CHART FROM RYAN FERNANDO,
EXPERT NUTRITIONIST TO CELEBRITIES AND INDIAN OLYMPIC ATHLETES.

AVAILABLE AT A STORE NEAR YOU. ALSO AVAILABLE AT

SWIGGY.

5 bigbasket | ¥ instamart bkt |

=
4

BRITANNIA
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Cracker ban violation sparks AAP-BJP war of words

Delhi Environment Minister Gopal Rai alleges firecrackers transported into city from neighbouring Uttar Pradesh, Haryana; claims Opposition leaders instigated people to flout ban; BJP says ‘all lies

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

elhi Environment
D Minister Gopal Rai
on Monday alleged

that air pollution levels in
the national capital shot up
as Bharatiya Janata Party
leaders instigated residents
to burn firecrackers, which
were transported into the
city from BJP-ruled Harya-
na and Uttar Pradesh for
Deepavali.

Reacting to it, the BJP
said the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) in Delhi
“should stop peddling lies”
and speak up against stub-
ble burning in Punjab,
where the party is in power.

Mr. Rai’s statement came
as city residents woke up to
toxic haze after the ban on
crackers was flouted on
Deepavali night.

Delhi has been grappling
with high pollution levels
for over a fortnight now,
with stubble burning from
neighbouring States being
the main contributor, ac-
cording to the Commission
on Air Quality Management
data.

AAP has been flayed for
failing to put an end to the
practice of crop residue
burning in Punjab, a State
which had faced repeated
criticism from the party for
farm fires when it was ruled
by the Congress.

However, the Delhi Envi-
ronment Minister said the
Capital would not have suf-
fered from high pollution
after Deepavali had some
individuals, including pol-

Delhi residents woke up to toxic haze on Monday as the ban on
crackers was ignored. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

ice personnel from Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana, not
permitted the transporta-
tion of firecrackers into the
city.

“Many citizens were fol-
lowing the apex court ban,
but BJP leaders instigated
them to burst crackers
brought from Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana,” he said with-
out taking any names.

‘Curbs to continue’

He said the pollution con-
trol measures imposed un-
der Stage 4 of the Graded

Response Action Plan
(GRAP) will continue till
further orders.

A call on the implemen-
tation of the odd-even vehi-
cle-rationing scheme will
be taken only after the air
quality reaches the ‘severe’
category, he said.

A reading between zero
and 50 on the AQI is consi-
dered ‘good’, 51 and 100
‘satisfactory’, 101 and 200
‘moderate’, 201 and 300
‘poor’, 301 and 400 ‘very

poor’, and 401 and 500
‘severe’.

Leader of the Opposition
in the Delhi Assembly Ram-
vir Singh Bidhuri, said resi-
dents are paying for the
lackadaisical attitude of the
ruling AAP. “The ban on
crackers was notified by the
Delhi government late. Till
then, vendors had a long
window to sell crackers,”
he alleged.

Moreover, the Delhi go-
vernment did not take any
steps to enforce the ban, he
said. “Gopal Rai should tell
how many government
teams toured the Capital
and sought police help to
conduct raids?” the senior
BJP leader said.

Delhi BJP chief Virendra
Sachdeva said the govern-
ment should make an all-
weather plan to tackle pol-
lution. “For the past
month, Delhi is facing the
brunt of pollution, but
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal is silent on stubble
burning in Punjab,” he said.

Breathing poison

How Delhi fared on Deepavali night
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Vehicles crawl on the road amid low visibility due to smog on

Sunday night. PTI
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Many were following the
SC ban, but BJP leaders
instigated them to burst
crackers brought from
Haryana and U.P.

GOPAL RAI
Delhi Environment Minister

ee

Gopal Rai should tell
how many government
teams toured the Capital
and sought police help
to conduct raids.

RAMVIR SINGH BIHDURI
BJP LEADER

As fireworks light up night
sky, air pollution spikes
to 120 times WHO limit

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

As residents celebrated
Deepavali by bursting fire-
crackers late into Sunday
night, data from the Delhi
Pollution Control Commit-
tee (DPCC) showed that
pollution levels in some
parts of the city were near-
ly 120 times the prescribed
limit of the World Health
Organization (WHO).

As per DPCC data, the
level of the key pollutant
PM2.5 — particulate matter
that is 2.5 microns or less
in diameter — at Patparganj
as of 1 a.m. on Monday was
1,856 micrograms per cub-
ic metre. This is about 123
times the WHO’s permissi-
ble limit of 15 micrograms
per cubic metre for 24
hours.

At Dwarka, the PM2.5 le-
vel was 1,396 micrograms
per cubic metre as of 1 a.m.
— almost 93 times the WHO
limit.

Problem worsens

Violation of the Supreme
Court’s order against
bursting firecrackers on
Deepavali, followed by a
spike in air pollution the
next day, is a regular occur-

‘Why raise concerns only
during Hindu festivals?”’

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

As several Resident Welfare
Associations attempted to
dissuade people from
bursting crackers, many
were seen defying the
prohibition.

Shaswat, a resident of
Defence Colony, said that
Deepavali is the biggest
festival of Hindus and “the
government and Supreme
Court cannot ban the
celebrations”.

“Why are
environmental concerns
raised only when it is a
Hindu festival and not
when people from other
religions celebrate their

festivals?” he said, adding
that the Delhi government
should instead focus on
long-term solutions as
“citizens will not curtail
their celebrations”. Some
residents insisted that the
crackers were not for them
but for their children.

However, the bursting of
crackers drew complaints
from many other residents
who observed the ban.
Kalkaji resident Shreya
Verma said, “Because of
some people who do not
care about the
environment, others have
to suffer by inhaling toxic
air. People forget that there
are other ways to celebrate
too.”

rence in Delhi. The daily
Central Pollution Control
Board bulletin showed that
the Air Quality Index (AQI)
reading for Monday, as
measured at 4 p.m., was in
the ‘very poor’ category at
358 as against 218 on
Sunday.

This was higher than
last year’s post-Deepavali
AQI count of 302. In the
last few years, this reading
has been dangerously high
—302in 2022, 462 in 2021,
435 in 2020, 368 in 2019,
390 in 2018, 403 in 2017,
and 445 in 2016.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

DP/12969/WD/2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Rajpat, S/o. Yadram, R/o. S-221/83, Vishnu
Garden, New Delhi, has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case FIR No. 224/2020 Dated
26.03.2020 U/s 188/269/270 IPC registered at P.S. Khyala, Delhi
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued
that the said Rajpat cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said Rajpat has absconded (or
is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Rajpat accused of FIR
No. 224/2020 Dated 26.03.2020 U/s 188/269/270 IPC P.S.
Khyala, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer
the said complaint on or before 13.12.2023

By Order
Ms. Shagun,
Metropolitan Magistrate -04 ,

Room No. 268, (West)
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

‘Charges against Chief
Secy. part of dirty politics’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The allegations levelled
against Chief Secretary Na-
resh Kumar in a land acqui-
sition compensation mat-
ter are baseless and part of
“dirty politics”, Delhi go-
vernment Divisional Com-
missioner Ashwini Kumar
said on Monday.

Mr. Ashwini Kumar’s
comments came at a press

conference that he held to
defend the bureaucrat.

A spokesperson of the
ruling AAP said it was ex-
tremely odd that a senior
officer like Mr. Ashwani Ku-
mar is holding a press con-
ference over the issue.
“Such interactions are a
violation of All India Ser-
vices (Conduct) Rules,
1968,” the spokesperson
said, adding that due ac-
tion will be taken.
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ARUPUKOTTAI SUB-COURT,
TAMIL NADU STATE
1.A.NO.4/2023

in
0.S.NO. 95/2019

Dr.A.R.Santhamohan (Died)

.1 Plaintiff
1.5.Sai Arunmohan
2 Anurathasithamai Athilakshmi Kothai

... Petitioners/ Plaintiffs 2&3

PUBLIC NOTICE EDUCATIONAL
[ GENERAL

ONLINE 11TH/ 12th CBSE Python or
IP Classes M- 9995202283 (in En-
glish)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Vs-
Tmt. Neenakhetarpal
W/o. Harjinder Singh
Ur2, F/139, Nihal Vihar,
New Delhi - 110041

... 16" Respondent / D16

It is hereby announced that the
petition in 1.A.N0.4/2023 filed by
the petitioners above named
praying for amendment is posted
to 18.12.2023 for appearance of
the 16" respondent above named
and put forth objections if any for
the same at about 10.00 a.m in
the court failing which the petition
will be decided against you exparte.

P. Akkini Thevar M.AA.M.L.,
K.Pasumpon Pandian, B.A., LLB.,
Advocates

No.16, Kariapatti Town Panchayat
13112023 Building, Kariapatti (PO), (TK)
Kariapatti Virudhunagar (Dist.,) 626106

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform to all that the original
allottee of Flat No. M-804, 8th Floor,
Tower-M, Ajnara Daffodil, Plot No.
GH-07/B, Sector-137, Noida, Distt.
Gautam Budh Nagar, UP is
Mr. Abhishek A.D. S/o Shri
Shreedhara Sastry Akkipeddi R/o
A-404, Som CGHS Ltd., Sector-6,
Plot No. 24, Dwarka, Delhi-110075
has executed the registered power of
attorney in favour of Mr. Akkapeddi
Sreedhara Sastry S/o Mr. Dwarka
Krishna Murthy Akkapeddi R/o
A-404, Som CGHS Ltd. Sector-6,
Plot No. 24, Dwarka, Delhi-110075
which registered in the office of AIG,
Greater Noida, Challan No. AB00051,
Dated 11.01.2023.
Now the power of attorney holder
Mr. Akkapeddi Sreedhara Sastry is
going to transfer the abovesaid Flat
No. M-804, 8th Floor, Tower-M,
Ajnara Daffodil, Plot No. GH-07/B,
Sector-137, Noida, Distt. Gautam
Budh Nagar, UP in favour of
Mr. Abhishek Pandey S/o
Mr. Sathish Chandra Pandey R/o
Mahaveer Nagar, Maa Ambe Gali,
Bharthana, Etawah, Uttar Pradesh
206242 any body has/have objection
in such transfer may appear before
DGM(H) Noida with sufficient proof
with 15 days from this publication.
Akkapeddi Sreedhara Sastry

ARUPUKOTTAI SUB-COURT,

TAMIL NADU STATE
1.A.N0.3/2023

in
1.A.NO.2/2022
in
0.S.NO. 95/2019

Dr.A.R.Santhamohan (Died)
...1" Plaintiff
1.5.Sai Arunmohan
2.Anurathasithamai Athilakshmi Kothai
... Petitioners/ Plaintiffs 2&3
-Vs-
Tmt. Neenakhetarpal
W/o. Harjinder Singh
Ur2, F/139, Nihal Vihar,
New Delhi - 110041
... 16" Respondent / D16
It is hereby announced that the
petition in 1.A.No.3/2023 filed by
the petitioners above named
praying for amendment is posted
to 18.12.2023 for appearance of
the 16" respondent above named
and put forth objections if any for
the same at about 10.00 a.m in
the court failing which the petition
will be decided against you exparte.
P. Akkini Thevar M.A.M.L.,
K.Pasumpon Pandian, B.A., LLB.,
Advocates
No.16, Kariapatti Town Panchayat
Building, Kariapatti (PO), (TK)
Virudhunagar (Dist.,) 626106

13.11.2023
Kariapatti
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‘Breathing toxic air is equivalent to
smoking at least 10 cigarettes a day’

AIIMS doctor says there are studies which show that air pollution raises chances of a heart attack

INTERVIEW

Vijay Hadda

Nikhil M Babu

he condition of ma-
I ny people with ex-
isting respiratory is-

sues worsens every time air
pollution spikes in the city,
said Vijay Hadda, addition-
al professor of Pulmonary
Medicine at AIIMS, Delhi.
Dr. Hadda told The Hindu
that he would not stay here
during October-November,
if given a choice. Edited
excerpts:

How does air pollution
affect health?

%

3 b e
1. i"’ o |
: |
| = -]
Several studies have linked air
pollution with cognitive

impairment, said Vijay Hadda.
SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

have shown an association
between stroke and air pol-
lution. There is also a core-
lation between air pollution
and cognitive impairment.
Air pollution can also lead
to COPD [chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease]
and cancer.

ma, or ILDs [interstitial
lung diseases].

There are studies which
show that air pollution also
increases the chances of a
heart attack. Name any or-
gan, it is affected by air
pollution.

What have you
observed in patients
over the years?

During months when air
pollution levels are very
high, we see an increase of
over 10% in the number of
patients who come with
respiratory problems.

The number of people
coming with severe symp-
toms is also higher com-
pared to the rest of the year.

turns ‘severe’?

For any person, including
babies and children, it is
equivalent to smoking at
least 10 cigarettes a day.

What precautions
would you suggest?

Avoid exercising early in
the morning and late in the
evening.

Try to use N95 masks. Air
purifiers are also helpful.

Would you advise your
patients to move out of
Delhi during these
months?

If somebody can afford to
do it, [then] absolutely. But
most patients cannot afford

It can also worsen exist- How is a person affected  that. Given a choice, I
Data from multiple studies  ing diseases such as asth-  when the air quality wouldn’t stay in Delhi.
- Jammu and Kashmir Bank Limited Probe agalnst
» ~J&K Bank Credit Monitoring Department Chﬂd I‘lghts
' Corporate Headquarters
serving To Empower M.A. Road Srinagar panel ordered
under duress’

Empanelment of External Consultants for
conducting Techno Economic Viability (TEV)

Study and Lenders Independent Engineer (LIE)

Applications for empanelment of External Consultants for conducting
Techno Economic Viability (TEV) Study and Lenders Independent
Engineer (LIE) are invited from individuals, proprietorships, partnership
firms/ LLPs' / Companies fulfilling the eligibility and other terms and
conditions. For empanelment, interested applicants may visit the Banks
website www.jkbank.com or link https://www.jkbank.com/pdfs/tev.zip

and forward their applications along with all necessary documents
through concerned Zonal Offices of the Bank. All applicants are
requested to go through the annexures for eligibility criteria and other
norms before applying. The Bank shall have the right to reject any
application without assigning any reason.

Registered office : Corporate Headquarters, M.A.Road, Srinagar 190001, Kashmir, India
CIN: L65110JK1938SGC000048 ; T : +91(0)194 2481 930-35 ; F : +91(0)194 248 1928 ; E : info@jkbmail.com ; W : www.jkbank.com

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

A former member of the
Delhi Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights
(DCPCR) has alleged that
the inquiry into the “mis-
use” of funds by the panel
has been ordered under
the BJP pressure .

The Raj Niwas did not
comment on the allega-
tion. The probe was or-
dered on November 9.

Nitin Tyagi, a former
DCPCR member, said the
L-G must have ordered the
probe out of “compul-
sion”. He said L-G “might
be getting directions from
the hierarchy above” as he
was appointed by the BJP-
led Centre .
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CBI plea to register
FIR against Jainis a
mockery of law: AAP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation’s (CBI) plea to
Lieutenant-Governor V.K.
Saxena seeking sanction to
file an FIR against former
Delhi Minister Satyendar
Jain “is nothing but a mock-
ery of the law”, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) said in a
statement on Monday.

The probe agency has
sought sanction from the
L-Gto file an FIR against Mr.
Jain, who has been in judi-
cial custody since May
2022, and former Director-
General of Prisons Sandeep
Goel for alleged extortion
from high-profile prison-
ers, including Sukesh
Chandrashekhar.

In response, AAP said,
“The CBI has sought the L-
G’s permission to conduct
an inquiry against Satyen-
dar Jain and others based
only on the statement of Su-
kesh Chandrasekhar, the
biggest thug and conman of
India.” The party added
that it categorically denies

Satyendar Jain

“any association, commu-
nication, let alone any mo-
ney transaction between
Mr. Jain and Sukesh Chan-
drasekhar or any of his as-
sociates”.

Another request

The CBI has also sought to
initiate an inquiry against a
jail superintendent, accord-
ing to sources. When
reached for comment, the
CBI did not confirm or deny
the development.

The alleged conman has
been charged with duping
several people of 3200
crore, including the spouse
of former Ranbaxy promo-
ter Shivinder Mohan Singh.

Trinamool leader shot
dead; houses of CPI(M)
supporters set on fire

Locals present at the crime scene nab two miscreants; kin say supporters of Left party behind the

murder; violence erupts in South 24 Parganas; police taking help of CID to investigate incident

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

iolence erupted at
VJoynagar in West
Bengal’s South 24

Parganas after a local Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) lead-
er was murdered in the ear-
ly hours of Monday.

Saifuddin Laskar was
shot dead when he was go-
ing to offer prayers at a lo-
cal mosque. Several houses
of supporters of the Com-
munist Party of India (Mar-
xist) [CPI(M)] were set on
fire after the murder.

Miscreants on two mo-
torcycles shot the Baman-
gachi ‘anchal’ (zonal) presi-
dent of the TMC from close
range. Locals present at the
scene of the crime caught
the two miscreants.

Family members of the

Houses set ablaze at Joynagar in South 24 Parganas after a local
TMC leader was murdered on Monday morning. @JOURNOSHABANA/X

deceased said that suppor-
ters of the CPI(M) were be-
hind the murder.

Within hours of the mur-
der, several houses of CPI
(M) supporters were set on
fire. Angry villagers said
that Trinamool supporters
did not allow firefighters to
enter the habitations, loot-

ed belongings, and set
houses on fire. More than a
dozen houses were razed to
the ground in the blaze.
Trinamool Congress
leader and Canning Purba
MLA Saukat Mollah said
that the murder was a con-
spiracy hatched by the lea-
dership of the CPI(M) and

Man dies after
neighbour
hurls cracker
at himin UP.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A 35-year-old man died in
Ghaziabad’s Jhandapur on
Deepavali after a neigh-
bour injured him by throw-
ing a firecracker at him, the
police said on Monday.

An officer said the inci-
dent was reported around
11 p.m. on Sunday, after
which a team reached the
hospital where the victim,
Afzal alias Natu, was admit-
ted. The team discovered
that he died on arrival due
to heavy blood loss after
rupturing a vein.

A case has been filed un-
der IPC Section 304 (culpa-
ble homicide not amount-
ing to murder) and teams
have been formed to nab
the accused Pradeep,
whose friends and relatives
are being questioned on his
whereabouts, he added.

CCTV footage of the inci-
dent shared widely on so-
cial media showed that Pra-
deep was among a group of
men bursting crackers in
the area and he threw one
at Afzal on seeing him pass
by.

Bhaskar Verma, Sahiba-
bad Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police, said, “Pra-
deep and Afzal were
acquaintances and the
death of the latter was an
unfortunate accident.

They were migrant la-
bourers belonging to Bihar
and Jharkhand,
respectively.”

Timings
DELHI
TUESDAY, NOV. 14
RISE 06:43 SET 17:29
RISE 07:32 SET 18:02
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 15
RISE 06:43 SET 17:28
RISE 08:36 SET 18:51
THURSDAY, NOV. 16
RISE  06:44 SET 17:28
RISE 09:41 SET 19:49

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 27 12
Safdarjang 27 12
Palam 26 15

Delhi Palam Today

27°C The pollution level will
be critical. A dry weather to
continue. Morning will be very
cool with shallow fog and mist.
Day will be comfortable.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
28°C The severe pollution
level to continue. Weather will
be dry. Morning will be very
cool with mist and haze. Day
will be comfortable.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2023
All rights reserved.

CM
K

Tensions rise in Shinde faction
as old warhorses square oft
over candidature for LS seat

Shoumojit Banerjee
PUNE

Fissures within the ruling
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Se-
na faction emerged after
two of its seniormost lead-
ers — former Maharashtra
Minister Ramdas Kadam
and sitting MP Gajanan
Kirtikar — fought it out ov-
er the candidature of the
Mumbai North-West Lok
Sabha constituency ahead
of next year’s election.

Mr. Kadam has accused
the 80-year-old Mr. Kirti-
kar of nepotism and “be-
traying” the Shinde fac-
tion. Incidentally, Mr.

Kirtikar’s son, Amol Kirti-
kar, has remained with the
Uddhav Thackeray-led Se-
na (UBT) after the split.

Mr. Kirtikar, a former
four-time legislator and a
two-time MP from Mumbai
North West, has in a press
note, accused Mr. Kadam
of anti-party activities in
the past, while adding that
the former Minister had “a
history of betrayal”.

“Ramdas Kadam has
said I am betraying the
party, but Kadam’s history
of betrayal is old and his
list of anti-party activities
is long,” Mr. Kirtikar said in
his press note.

The trigger for their ver-
bal spar was Mr. Kirtikar’s
recent announcement in
which he hinted that he
might not be interested in
contesting the Mumbai
North-West seat. Mr. Ka-
dam promptly said his son
Siddhesh Kadam would be
willing to contest if Mr. Kir-
tikar stepped down.

Condemning the note,
Mr. Kadam said: “There is
no basis to Mr. Kirtikar’s al-
legations against me. He
has grown too old. Per-
haps, he needs a doctor.
He can go to any lengths to
defame a colleague, even
after 33 years.”

Cocaine worth
15 cr. seized
in Mumbai

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

The Narcotics Control Bu-
reau has busted an interna-
tional drug syndicate and
seized two kg of cocaine
worth about %15 crore from
a Zambian national in a ho-
tel in Mumbai, an NCB offi-
cial said on Monday.

the BJP.

CPI(M) central commit-
tee member Sujan Chakra-
borty said that violence was
the result of factionalism.
“Everyone is aware that in
Trinamool, there is a fight
for the share. The party
won all the 23 seats at the
local panchayat polls and
yet they are using the inci-
dent as an opportunity to
target CPI(M) supporters,”
Mr. Chakraborty said.

Probe in progress

Siddhi Nath Gupta, Addi-
tional Director-General of
Police, South Bengal, visit-
ed the violence-hit village
and said that the help of the
Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID) was being
taken and that the investi-
gation into the case was at
an early stage.

INBRIEF

Higher noise level recorded in

Mumbai this Deepavali: NGO

Noise levels during Deepavali celebrations in
several parts of Mumbai exceeded readings of
last year, and firecrackers were burst beyond the
10 p.m. deadline set by the courts, an NGO
specialising in noise pollution awareness said on
Monday. The maximum noise level recorded in
Mumbai during celebrations this year was 117
decibels, up from the top reading of 109.1
decibels last year, Awaaz Foundation said. The
decibel levels peaked between 82 and 117 at
Marine Drive at 9.55 p.m., the NGO said. e

Gujarat man, son stabbed to
death over bursting crackers

A man and his 18-year-old son were killed, while
his nephew was injured in an attack by a group of
people over bursting of firecrackers during
Deepavali festivities in Ahmedabad city, police
said on Monday. The incident occurred around
10 p.m. on Sunday. The accused fatally stabbed
Vijay Shankar Banshilal, 44, a driver, and his son
Dhirendra Singh. One of the accused has been
arrested while efforts are on to nab others. en
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Nisha Sharma,

greater heights.

principal  of
Secondary School was honoured with ‘Principal
Par Excellence’ award by ILH.M. Ms.
creates a congenial environment for imparting [

opportunities and motivation. She is an illustrious
leader. Her incessant motivation is taking GBN to

GBN  Senior [&

Nisha

SCHOOL

- BUZZ

WHEN STUDENTS DO THEIR SCHOOL PROUD

Grover

The students of Gyan Bharati School,
Saket, aced at the German Fest. The team
of 7 students and their teachers, Harshita
and Archana Shukla brought
laurels at the fest 'Deutschutsav’. They
won accolades for their performance in
various competitions. Viaan Pant secured
the first position in the German Solo
Song. Ansh Awasthi won the second
position in the German Poem Recitation.
Adhisha Mallick bagged the third position in Photography with German Captions.

themed ’'Parwarish’,

upbringing,  Indian

the audience.

ANNUAL FUNCTION HELD

RPS International School, Rewari
conducted their annual function
journey
of upbringing and values. The
Chief Guest was Kumar Vishwas,
Indian poet. School chairperson
Pavitra Rao and principal Preeti
Lamba were present. Thereafter,
the journey of conscientious
culture,
communication between grandparents in the family and the behaviour of the youth,
the essence of family, nurturing and growth and its impact on the society, morality
and patriotism were depicted. The dance performances in the programme enthralled

For Subscription related queries, please contact Kapil Nagar:
Handphone:+91 9810089457/Email: kapil.nagar@thehindu.co.in
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Business & Trade Visitors
14-18 November, 2023

Entry tickets available at 55 Delhi Metro Stations
(Except Supreme Court Metro Station)

Visitor Parking
Basement 1: Entry from Bhairon Road (Underpass 4) ‘
& Main Tunnel (Connecting India Gate with Ring Road)

2nd

Indla

Internatipnal
Trade Fair

November 14-27

Hall 1-14

Bharat Mandapam, Pragati Maidan, New Delhi

Partner States Focus States

General Public
19-27 November, 2023
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Charges

* Four Wheeler: Rs. 100 flat for 12 hours ¢ Two Wheeler: Rs. 50 flat for 12 hours

BIHAR KERALA  DELHI [JAMMU & KASHMIR JHARKHAND
MAMARASHTRA  UTTAR PRADESH

<@ Inauguration -«

Smt. Anupriya Patel

lUnion Minister State for Commerce & Industry

<@ Presided over -w-

Shri Som Parkash

lUnion Minister State for Commerce & Industry

Date: 14 November, 2023 | Time: 3:30 pm
Venue: Auditorium 2, Bharat Mandapam,
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi

Entry from Gate No. 4 on Bhairon Road and
Gate No. 6 & 10 on Mathura Road
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Timings
10:00 am to 7:30 pm

Exhibitor Parking
Basement 2: Entry from Mathura Road (Underpass 6)
& Main Tunnel (Connecting India Gate with Ring Road)

Pick Up and Drop facility from the basement parking

For further details please visit: www.indiatradefair.com

Free Shuttle Service available for easy commuting from Gate No. 4 (Bhairon Road)- |.P. Depot (Parking)-
ITO (Bus Stop)- Mandi House (Bus Stop)- Gate No. 10 (Supreme Court Metro Station)
* No sale of tickets at Pragati Maidan Gates / Supreme Court Metro Station
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Kerala Lok Ayukta rejects plea

alleging misuse of CMDRF

The Kerala Lok Ayukta on Monday dismissed a
plea alleging that the previous LDF government
led by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan had
misused the Chief Minister’s Distress Relief Fund
(CMDREF) to illegally gratify the next of kin of two
late political allies and a deceased bodyguard of a
departed ruling party leader. The anti-corruption
body found the plea alleging favouritism and
maladministration in the 2018 Cabinet decision
“not maintainable”. The three Upa Lok Ayukta
justices passed a unanimous decision, though
their separate judgments differed starkly on how

they weighed the plea.

Five children drown in a pond

in Kaimur district of Bihar

Five children on Monday drowned in a pond at
Dhaupokhar village in Kaimur district of Bihar.
The deceased have been identified as Annupriya
(12), Anshu Priya (10), Apporva (9), Madhupriya
(8) and Aman Kumar (11). Their bodies were
recovered with the help of divers and sent to
Bhabhua Sadar Hospital for the post-mortem.
The incident took place under the Karamchat
police station. Bhabua Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP) Shivshankar Kumar told The Hindu
that all five children belonged to one family and
they had gone to the pond to fish and bathe.
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has also expressed
deep grief over the incident.

Central govt. will form
task force to implement
SC categorisation: Reddy

Clarifying the PM’s recent announcement aimed at the Madiga community, Telangana BJP chief says

panel will monitor daily progress in court, but won't look into whether categorisation is necessary

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s re-
cent  announce-

ment of forming a fresh
panel on the Scheduled
Castes (SC) categorisation
at the public meeting or-
ganised by the Madiga Re-
servation Porata Samithi
(MRPS) will actually be a
task force to follow up the
issue legally in the Su-
preme Court, hold discus-
sions with various stake-
holders and ensure speedy
implementation of the
same, clarified Telangana
BJP president and Union
Minister G. Kishan Reddy.

30-year-old fight
The Madigas have been
fighting for their propor-
tional quota within the SC
reservation for about three
decades. Constituting
around 60% of the SC pop-
ulation in Telangana, polit-
ical analysts estimate them
to be influential in 20-25
Assembly constituencies.
“The proposed task

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Union Minister and Telangana
BJP chief G. Kishan Reddy (left) in Hyderabad last week. FILE PHOTO

force will not look into
whether categorisation is
necessary or not; it will
monitor the daily progress
of the case in the apex
court. For the first time,
the Central government
has agreed to take up cate-
gorisation. Other political
parties are making unne-
cessary comments about
the constitution of another
committee,” he told press-
persons on Monday.

Mr. Reddy said the Solic-
itor-General had moved

the Supreme Court over
the issue last month and a
seven-member Bench has
been formed to look into
SC categorisation.

Notices have been is-
sued to all interested par-
ties that filed petitions for
and against to respond for
hearing on December 14.

The Supreme Court had
earlier given two judg-
ments at variance with
each other, he said.

Accusing the other polit-
ical parties, including the

Congress, of dilly-dallying
on the issue raging on for
over three decades, he
hailed the decision of Mr.
Modi to come and address
the MRPS meeting, lending
his solidarity to the cause,
and termed it “unprece-
dented”.

‘PM convinced’
“It is neither a meeting or-
ganised by the party nor a
government function, yet
the Prime Minister spoke
to the community as he
was convinced about their
cause. The SC categorisa-
tion is for social harmony
and not against anybody,”
the State BJP chief said.
Following MRPS foun-
der Manda Krishna Madi-
ga’s meeting with Mr. Modi
during his visit to Warangal
in July, he and other intel-
lectuals from the commun-
ity were called for a meet-
ing with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in New
Delhi, upon which the Cen-
tral government moved a
petition in the Supreme
Court to expedite the is-
sue, he explained.

Baghel is kingpin
of Mahadev app
scam, says BJP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Monday launched
a sharp attack on Chhattis-
garh Chief Minister Bhu-
pesh Baghel and termed
him the “kingpin” of the
Mahadev betting app case,
an issue that has often
been mentioned by the
party throughout the cam-
paign for the Assembly
election in the State.
Speaking during a press
conference held in the
BJP’s national headquar-
ters in New Delhi, party
spokesperson Gaurav Bha-
tia said that the “kingpin of
this entire ‘gotala’ (scam) is
Bhupesh Baghel”, adding
that strict action will be ta-
ken against Mr. Baghel.

Forensic analysis

Mr. Bhatia alleged that the
recent forensic analysis
and statements made by a
“cash courier” had led to
startling revelations of mo-
ney, up to 3508 crore, re-
portedly being paid out to
Mr. Baghel.

“It’s known to everyone
that a two and a half years’
term formula was sup-
posed to be implemented
in Chhattisgarh. But after
two and a half years, a cor-
rupt Bhupesh Baghel conti-

Gaurav Bhatia

nues to remain as the Chief
Minister. It is because of
him filling the Gandhi fami-
ly’s coffers with public mo-
ney,” the BJP leader said
while attacking the Con-
gress over the Mahadev
app scam case.

‘Voters will teach lesson’
“The BJP says ‘Har Har Ma-
hadev’ (in praise of God
Shiva) while Bhupesh
Baghel says, ‘Ghar Ghar
Mahadev app’,” he said.

“The people of Chhattis-
garh have made up their
mind to teach a lesson to a
corrupt Baghel in these
elections,” Mr. Bhatia said.

Polling to the 90-mem-
ber Chhattisgarh Assembly
is being conducted in two
phases, the first phase was
completed on November 7
and the second will be held
on Friday.

Amid raging Maratha quota
stir, OBC leader Wadettiwar
seeks increase in security

Shoumojit Banerijee
PUNE

Maharashtra Leader of the
Opposition in the Assemb-
ly Vijay Wadettiwar on
Monday wrote to Chief Mi-
nister Eknath Shinde de-
manding an increase in his
security after he allegedly
received threat messages.
Mr. Wadettiwar’s re-
quest comes in the wake of
his sharp criticism of Ma-
ratha quota activist Manoj
Jarange-Patil’'s  demand
that all members of the Ma-
ratha community be given
Kunbi Other Backward
Class (OBC) certificates.

Jarange-Patil flayed

An influential OBC leader
from Vidarbha and the
Congress’s OBC face, Mr.
Wadettiwar had recently
censured Mr. Jarange-Patil
by accusing the activist of
seeking political mileage
through his demand that
the Eknath Shinde govern-

Vijay Wadettiwar

ment give Kunbi OBC cer-
tificates to all Marathas by
December 24.

Like OBC leader and Na-
tionalist Congress Party
(NCP) (Ajit Pawar faction)
Minister Chhagan Bhujbal,
Mr. Wadettiwar said the
Maratha youth would not
really benefit from being
included in the OBC Kunbi
category, and that granting
Kunbi certificates to Ma-
rathas would also be unjust
to the 372 sub-castes under
the OBC category.

The Congress leader
had further claimed that
Mr. Jarange-Patil did not
really care for the interests
of the Maratha communi-
ty’s youth and urged them
to study the problem for
themselves.

Shinde govt. criticised
Mr. Wadettiwar criticised
the Shinde government for
failing to address the pro-
blems of the OBCs. “It has
been the policy of all State
governments, particularly
the current Shinde govern-
ment, to take OBC votes for
granted and then slight our
community once its use is
over,” he said.

In response, Mr. ]Ja-
range-Patil said OBC lead-
ers ought to stop talking
against Maratha reserva-
tion and about the com-
munity in general.

The quota activist ac-
cused the State govern-
ment of bowing to pres-
sure from OBC leaders.

TDP-JSP comes up
with ‘mini manifesto’
for 2024 A.P. election

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

The Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) and Jana Sena Party
(JSP) have come up with a
draft mini manifesto con-
sisting of 11 points at the
first meeting of their six-
member joint manifesto
committee held at the TDP
State office on Monday.

The mini manifesto is a
combination of the TDP’s
‘super-six schemes’ an-
nounced at its annual Ma-
hanadu-2023  conclave,
and five points suggested
by the JSP on the basis of
feedback received by party
chief Pawan Kalyan in the
course of his public inte-
ractions over the last four
and a half years.

The committee com-
prised former Finance Mi-
nister Yanamala Ramak-
rishnudu, MLC P. Ashok
Babu, and national spokes-
man K. Pattabhi Ram from
the TDP, and retired IAS of-
ficer D. Varaprasad, Mutta

Sasidhar, and Prof. K. Sa-
rath Kumar from the JSP.

Briefing the media on
the deliberations, Mr. Ra-
makrishnudu said it was a
preliminary meeting
where the two parties dis-
cussed ways to turn And-
hra Pradesh into a “pro-
gressive State devoid of
socioeconomic inequali-
ties and one that offers em-
ployment opportunities
which the youth had been
longing for”.

Women welfare

The mini manifesto con-
tains plans for the welfare
and empowerment of wo-
men (Mahasakthi), creat-
ing jobs for the youth, giv-
ing a subsidy of 10 lakh on
the cost of projects under-
taken by MSMEs and start-
up companies (Sowbhagya
Padham), measures for
solving the issues faced by
farmers (Annadaata), and
supplying drinking water
to every household,
among others.

Odisha Cong. ups pressure
on BJD govt. for opening of
Jagannath Ratna Bhandar

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha Congress on
Monday announced that it
would conduct ‘Tulasi Ya-
tra’ (collection of holy ba-
sil) from December 1, step-
ping up pressure on the
Naveen Patnaik govern-
ment on opening the doors
of the Ratna Bhandar (trea-
sury) of the Jagannath
Temple in Puri, in which
precious jewellery donated
to the deities in different
periods have been stored.

The Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
government is under huge
pressure to open the Ratna
Bhandar. The last invento-
ry of jewellery and pre-
cious stones was carried
out in 1978. The State go-
vernment has shown a ‘re-
luctance’ to open the trea-
sury of the temple.

“By the end of this
month, holy basil will be
collected from people
from different walks of life.

J
Odisha Congress chief Sarat Pattanayak sitting on a dharna over the
Jagannath Temple issue in Bhubaneswar. FILE PHOTO

Under the supervision of
the district Congress presi-
dent, basil will be brought
to the party’s State head-
quarters in Bhubaneswar.
Subsequently, State Con-
gress leaders and cadre
will proceed to offer it at
the temple,” said Sarat Pat-
tanayak, president of the
Odisha Pradesh Congress
Committee, on Monday.
The State Congress had
taken out massive protest
rallies on October 16 in
support of their six major

demands, including open-
ing of four doors of the Ja-
gannath Temple, inspec-
tion of the Ratna Bhandar,
and return of the land ac-
quired in Puri district for
the Vedanta University.

The Shree Jagannath
Temple Management Com-
mittee, the apex governing
body of the temple, had re-
cently decided to ask the
Archaeological Survey of
India to carry out an in-
spection of the Ratna
Bhandar.

Vijayendra defends elevation as Karnataka BJP chief, but resentment brews against ‘sonrise’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Facing simmering resent-
ment from some quarters
within the party, newly ap-
pointed chief of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party’s Karnataka
unit B.Y. Vijayendra on
Monday sought to allay un-
ease over his elevation, say-
ing that the decision was ta-

ken by the national
leadership “in the interest
of the party”.

The 47-year-old son of
BJP veteran and former
Chief Minister B.S. Yediyu-
rappa was appointed to the
post on November 10, and
would formally take over
on November 15.

The BJP, smarting from a
humiliating Assembly poll
defeat in Karnataka, is try-
ing to script a comeback by
stitching a Lingayat-Vokkali-
ga alliance, which in the

past has proved electorally
formidable. The recent al-
liance with JD(S), with its
Vokkaliga vote base, and
anointing Mr. Vijayendra,
son of Lingayat strongman
Yediyurappa, as party chief
fits this pattern.

The attempt at an al-
liance between the two lan-
downing  communities,
which have dominated the
State’s politics for decades,
is significant given that Sid-
daramaiah, an Ahinda
(Kannada acronym for Mi-
norities, OBCs, and Dalits
combine) leader, is the
Chief Minister and his de-
puty D.K. Shivakumar, a
Vokkaliga, is vying for the
top post.

As part of his courtesy
meetings, Mr. Vijayendra
called on H.D. Deve Gowda
of the Janata Dal (Secular),
which joined the BJP-led
NDA in September, and

B.Y. Vijayendra (right) with ex-CM Basavaraj Bommai on Monday. ANI

former CMs S.M. Krishna
and Basavaraj Bommai “to
seek their blessings”.
Speaking to reporters af-
ter meeting Mr. Bommai at
his residence, the first-time
Shikarpura MLA said the
senior BJP leader assured
him that he would travel
across Karnataka to cam-
paign for the party under
the leadership of the newly

anointed State chief for the
Lok Sabha poll. He said the
decision to name him the
party chief in the State was
taken by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, BJP na-
tional president J.P. Nadda
and BJP general secretary
(organisation) B.L. San-
thosh. “I am in touch with
all the senior leaders and

everybody is happy. It is un-
fair to draw any wrong con-
clusion,” he added.

Voices of resentment
The elevation of Mr. Vi-
jayendra, who replaced
three-time Lok Sabha mem-
ber from Dakshina Kanna-
da Nalin Kumar Kateel,
seems to have ruffled feath-
ers within the party, espe-
cially among those op-
posed to his father.

While Mr. Vijayendra
made his electoral debut in
the 2023 Assembly poll,
contesting from his father’s
seat, Shikaripura, he made
a name for himself during
Mr. Yediyurappa’s last te-
nure as CM during 2019-
2021, as an efficient elec-
tion manager. He was made
in-charge of three bypolls —
K.R. Pet in Mandya (2019),
Sira in Tumakuru (2020),
and Maski in Raichur

(2021). He was credited for
the party’s victory in the
first two, while the BJP lost
in Maski. But, he also faced
controversies and allega-
tions of corruption. Cor-
ruption charges against
him, some made by his own
partymen, were cited as
one of the reasons for the
high command seeking the
resignation of his father.
Those believed to be up-
set over his latest elevation
include former national
general secretary C.T. Ravi,
a Vokkaliga leader who was
seen as an aspirant for the
post, former Ministers K.S.
Eshwarappa and V. Soman-

na, and MLAs Arvind Bellad
and Basangouda Patil
Yatnal.

Speaking to reporters in
Chikkamagaluru on Mon-
day, Mr. Ravi, a vocal critic
of Mr. Yediyurappa, said if
the party did not give him

any responsibility, he
would campaign for the BJP
in his individual capacity.

Saying that he will not be
attending Mr. Vijayendra’s
office-assuming ceremony
on November 15 since he
will be “busy with election
work in Madhya Pradesh”,
Mr. Ravi added that he had
never crossed the “Laksh-
man Rekha” of the party
(party diktat).

“Whenever there were
differences in the party, I
did raise them within the
party. I did not go to anybo-
dy else’s house to point out
my differences,” he said.

More fallout

There are also widespread
rumours that senior leader
Somanna may jump ship to
the Congress. While Mr. So-
manna and Mr. Bellad had
refused to comment when
asked about the party’s

choice, Mr. Eshwarappa,
who was not very happy
with Mr. Vijayendra’s day-
to-day “interference” in the
governance affairs when
Mr. Yediyurappa was the
CM, has already made it
clear that “it was not cor-
rect to assume that Vijaye-
dra has assumed full leader-
ship of the party”. As far as
Mr. Yatnal and Mr. Bellad
are concerned, it is be-
lieved they both are eyeing
the post of the Leader of
Opposition (LoP) in the As-
sembly. Apparently, Mr. Vi-
jayendra, hours after his
elevation, had announced
that the LoP will be elected
at the BJP Legislature Party
meeting on November 17.
With a lot at stake for
many, more churn is ex-
pected within the BJP in the
coming days, before it
jumps headlong into the
2024 Lok Sabha election.
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States

Will Owaisi
deny his BJP
links, asks
Revanth

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Alleging that AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi was
close to Bharatiya Janata
Party leaders, Telangana
Congress president A. Re-
vanth Reddy -challenged
him to take oath on the Ko-
ran at Mecca Masjid wheth-
er he had not hosted a se-
nior leader close to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit
Shah at his residence.

Mr. Reddy alleged that
the BJP leader was hosted
at the Shastripuram resi-
dence of Mr. Owaisi and
said, “If this is not true, let
Mr. Owaisi condemn and
take an oath on the holy
book at Mecca Masjid. I am
ready to take an oath at the
Bhagyalakshmi temple”.

Flood banks will be built
along Godavari river: KCR

Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrashekhar Rao vows to fortify flood protection system in

Bhadrachalam; asks people not to allow money power to win against welfare schemes of the BRS

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

ddressing a gather-
A ing at an election
meeting at Bur-

gampadu in the Pinapaka
Assembly constituency of
Bhadradri  Kothagudem
district on Monday, Telan-
gana Chief Minister and
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) supremo K. Chan-
drashekhar Rao said,
“Flood banks will be con-
structed along the Godava-
ri river in Bhadrachalam at
an estimated cost of 1,000
crore to fortify the flood
protection system”.

Mr. Rao said he had vi-
sited the flood-affected
areas in Bhadrachalam and

Poll promises: Telangana CM and BRS chief K. Chandrashekhar

Rao addresses a public meeting in Warangal on Monday. PTI

carried out first-hand as-
sessment of the situation in
July last year.

The State government
subsequently disbursed fi-

nancial aid of 10,000 each
to as many as 14,000 fami-
lies affected by floods in
Bhadrachalam and con-
structed houses for some

flood victims, he recalled.

Thanks to a major thrust
on the development of
healthcare infrastructure,
every constituency now
has a 100-bed State-run
health facility, he said.

Taking a jibe at YSRTP
president Y.S. Sharmila
and the Telangana Con-
gress party, Mr. Rao at a
meeting in Narsampet of
Warangal said, “They
(Congress leaders) are hell
bent on defeating the BRS
using money power”.

“Will you let their mo-
ney power win against the
welfare schemes of the
BRS?” he asked the gather-
ing. Mr. Rao called upon
people to vote with a pur-
pose.

Police fight
suspected
Maoists in
Kerala

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A firefight broke out bet-
ween a team of the Kerala
Police Thunderbolts and
suspected Maoists early on
Monday at Uruppumkutty
village near Iritty in Kan-
nur district.

A top official said the
special commando team
recovered three aban-
doned guns after the inci-
dent. The police also found
bloodstains near the locali-
ty. There were no reports
of casualities or injuries,
he said. Nevertheless, the
police are scouring hospi-
tals and clinics in Kannur
and Mangaluru in Karnata-
ka for any recent admis-
sions with injuries. The
police have alerted their
Karnataka counterparts.

‘Centre delaying payment of dues to Kerala on technicalities’

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Kerala Finance Minister
K.N. Balagopal has said the
Centre is delaying the pay-
ment of what is due to the
State on flimsy grounds,
citing technical reasons.
The Centre owed the State
a chunk of what it had al-
ready spent as well as its
other dues. The denial of
payments is a violation of
the spirit of the Centre-
State relationship, he said.
The State and the
Centre are not locked in a
slave-and-master relation-
ship, the Minister said ad-
dressing a press confe-

rence in Kochi on Monday.

He acknowledged that
the State had received
some of the outstanding
payments under various
heads, including social
welfare pensions, but
pointed out that the pre-
sent Finance Commission
allocation rate had now
dipped to 1.9% from the
2.5% and 3.9% previously.
Even if the State was paid
according to the 2.5% rate,
it should get %8,000 to
39,000 crore extra, Mr. Ba-
lagopal added.

The Centre-State rela-
tionship was not just mired
in financial issues, he
claimed and pointed out

V. Muraleedharan and, right, K.N. Balagopal

that there were political as
well as administrative is-
sues involved.

Mr. Balagopal slammed
Union Minister of State for
External Affairs V. Mura-
leedharan who had earlier

alleged that the Kerala go-
vernment’s financial pro-
blems were its own crea-
tions and that it was
splurging money without
exercising prudence.

“Mr. Muraleedharan is

trying to make a fool of the
people of Kerala through
his statements,” the Fi-
nance Minister added.

‘Baseless contention’
Mr. Muraleedharan on
Monday termed ‘baseless’
the Kerala government’s
contention that the Centre
was primarily responsible
for the State’s financial
problems.

Blaming extravagance
and financial mismanage-
ment by the Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) govern-
ment for the financial
crunch, Mr. Muraleedha-
ran presented a set of sta-
tistics on Central transfers.

He added that the State
had received funds in all
eligible instances. Howev-
er, funds may have been
withheld in instances
where the State had either
failed to apply within the
deadline or adhere to
normes.

In the case of social se-
curity pensions, the Centre
had transferred 604.14
crore as its share (widow,
disability and old age pen-
sions), including arrears,
last month. The State was
yet to file its application for
the second installment,
Mr. Muraleedharan said.
(With inputs from Thiruva-
nanthapuram)

Thirty-two boats will serve the lake and river, criss-crossing the old
city with temples and shrines dotting the riverfront. NISSAR AHMAD

Battery-powered boats
to glide over waterways
of Srinagar next summer

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

The waterways that once
led Mughal empresses
from the city fort in Srina-
gar to the idyllic gardens —
Shalimar and Nishat Bagh
— at Zabarwan hills will
soon return to their glory
days. Battery-driven roofed
boats are all set to be intro-
duced on Dal Lake and Jhe-
lum River by next summer.
They will reach even the
interiors of the city.

“We are all set to intro-
duce water transport on
the Dal lake and Jhelum riv-
er in Srinagar to decongest
and offer an alternative
mode of public transport.
The process of approving
boat samples is in its final
stage. Two types of boats —
eight-seaters and 20-sea-
ters — will be introduced in
the first phase by next
year,” Anuj Malhotra, gen-
eral manager of planning,
Srinagar Smart City Limit-
ed, told The Hindu.

Thirty-two boats will
serve the lake and river,
criss-crossing the old city
with temples and shrines
dotting the riverfront.

“It will be a zero pollu-

tion and affordable public
transport,” Mr. Malhotra
said.

“It is in no way competi-
tion to the leisure rides of
shikaras,” he added.

Also planned are a cafe-
teria, public spaces, and
shelters around the lake.
According to the official
plan, the new boats will
use the traditional cause-
ways to cover the five ba-
sins of the lake — Nehru
Park, Nishat Bagh, Hazrat-
bal, Nigeen, and Barari
Nambal.

This will be the first time
since the 1960s that the Dal
lake’s backwaters will be
opened to visitors, espe-
cially the Dalgate-Rainawa-
ri-Hazratbal waterway. The
process of identifying
choked canals, the result of
rapid urbanisation, is un-
der way.

“We have already made
the water canal access to
the Shalimar garden navig-
able. Travellers could just
get off in front of the Shali-
mar garden now,” Mr. Mal-
hotra said.

Public transport on the
Dal lake is a part of the
%980 crore Srinagar Smart
City project.
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B M.K. Bhan - Young
Researcher Fellowship
Programme (MKB-YRFP)
The Department of
Biotechnology (DBT), Ministry
of Science and Technology,
Government of India, is
accepting applications for the
M.K. Bhan - Young Researcher
Fellowship Programme
(MKB-YRFP).

Eligibility: An Indian national
less than 35 years on closing
date of application, with a
Ph.D. in any branch of Life
Sciences/ Biotechnology/allied
areas; should not be holding a
permanent position in any
institution; should have an
excellent track record such as
peer-reviewed publications,
technologies developed,
patent (if any).

Rewards: consolidated
monthly remuneration of
375,000

Deadline: November 30

For details, visit
https://bitly.ws/ZCkM

B Internship programme
Zamit has introduced an
internship for students from
classes 5 to 12.

Verticals: Game Design and
Development, Market Research
and Data Analytics,
Introduction to Al Tools for
Enriching Learning, and
Unlocking the Power of
DataOps.

Types: An extended 24-week
internship for secondary
school students and a short
four- to 8-week internship held
twice every academic year.
https://www.zamit.one/
students/internships-for-
students

B MBA Programme
MIT-World Peace University
has commenced admissions
for its MBA programmes for
the academic year 2024.
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Eligibility: Minimum 60%
aggregate in three/ four-year
full-time Bachelor’s degree
from a UGC-approved
university or equivalent. A
valid non-zero score in CAT
2023, XAT 2024, NMAT 2023,
PERA 2024, CMAT 2024,
MAH-CET 2024 and Sep MAT
2023 onwards.

Deadline: June 30, 2024
https://admissions.mitwpu.
edu.in/mba/

B International
Undergraduate Merit
Scholarship 2024

B Ashoka Horizons’
Programme

Ashoka University launched
the Ashoka Horizons
programme to empower
students from Classes 9 to 12.
Courses: Psychology:
Measuring the Unmeasurable,
Writing and Communication:
Crafting Your Story for Success,
Political Science and
International Relations: War,
Peace, and Drones, Literature:
The World of Romeo and
Juliet, and Our Past Through
Biomolecules.
https://www.ashoka.edu.in/
ashoka-horizons/

B M.S. Biomedical
Engineering

LeapScholar has announced a
hybrid M.S. Biomedical
Engineering (MS-BME)
programme, in partnership
with Case Western Reserve
University (CWRU).
Eligibility: A four-year UG in
Engineering, Natural Sciences,
or Mathematical Sciences,
from a regionally accredited
academic institution, with a
cumulative GPA of 3.00 or
higher; a minimal
Mathematical background
includes calculus through

©) twitter.com/the_hindu

minimal Science and
Engineering background
includes a combined total of
three years of Physical,
Chemical, and Engineering
Sciences. English Proficiency
and GRE/GMAT scores are
waived for students applying
through Leap.

Deadline: July 28, 2024
https://bitly.ws/ZCL5

B M.S. Mechanical
Engineering
LeapScholar has announced a

(0) instagram.com/the_hindu
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PGDM Admissions 2024. It will
accept scores of CAT
percentile, XAT percentile, and
GMAT scores.

Eligibility: A Bachelor’s
degree with a minimum of
50% marks or equivalent
recognised by AICTE/ UGC/
AlU. They must take the
CAT-2023/ XAT-2024/ GMAT
Exam (GMAT score should be
taken between January 1,
2022 and January 31, 2024).
Deadline: December 20

Apply at
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GATEWAY
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The National University of Singapore (NUS)
provides you with a holistic and comprehensive

BE &

National University
of Singapore

NUS
%

00+

UNDERGRADUATE
DEGREE PROGRAMMES
Ignite your passion with

one (or more) of our
numerous programmes

hybrid M.S. Mechanical
Engineering (MS-ME)
programme, in partnership
with Case Western Reserve
University.

Eligibility: A four-year UG
degree from a regionally
accredited academic

https://admissions.fsm.ac.in/

B Shannon College High
School Star Competition
Shannon College of Hotel
Management, University of
Galway, in partnership with
Education in Ireland, is

300+

PARTNER
UNIVERSITIES

Discover global
perspectives in more

curriculum, complemented by interdisciplinary
pathways and myriad learning opportunities.

i APPLY BY than 40 countries
OPEN FROM _
01 NOV 2023 21 Feb 2024 for IB Diploma

institution with a cumulative
GPA of 3.00 or higher;. Those
with a degreein a
non-Engineering discipline
must demonstrate a strong
proficiency in Calculus, Maths
and other Sciences. English
Proficiency test, and GRE/
GMAT scores are waived for
students applying through
Leap.

Deadline: July 28, 2024
https://tinyurl. mobi/ZCKR.

B PGDM applications
FORE School of Management
has opened applications for

organising the Shannon
College High School Star
Competition 2024 on the topic
Sustainability: The Future of
Hospitality.

Participants must design a
comprehensive sustainability
plan tailored to a hotel in their
city.

Eligibility: Each participant
must have a teacher or school
counsellor as mentor. There
are no limits on the number of
students that schools can
nominate. Students in Classes
10, 11, and 12 can participate.
https://bitly.ws/ZDih
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Notification for Admission to Ph.D. (Regular/ Self-finance/ Part time)
December, 2023 Session, for the Academic Year 2023-24
Applications are invited from highly motivated candidates for admission into Ph.D

(Regular/ Self-finance/ Parttime) for December, 2023 Session at NIT Warangal.

Ph. D (Regular/ Self-finance/ Part time): Admission through Written Test/
Interview in all disciplines of Engineering, Sciences, English, and
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a. Full Time Ph.D.: Research Fellowships will be offered as per Government of
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c. Part Time Ph.D.: Candidates working in National Laboratories, R&D and
other organizations, Academic Institutions etc. are eligible to apply. No

Research Fellowship will be offered.
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the application form are available from 14" November, 2023 at www.nitw.ac.in
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Growth dichotomy

Slowdown in industrial output growth
shows low consumer confidence

tion or IIP rose 5.8%, almost half the 14-

month-high 10.3% growth in August. Most
economists anticipated a 7% to 8% uptick in the
month that marks the onset of India’s packed fes-
tive calendar. September’s factory output growth
was the slowest in three months, but also marked
a 2.4% drop in production levels compared to Au-
gust. Manufacturing led the decline, with year-
on-year growth dropping from 9.3% in August to
4.5% in September and production volumes de-
clining 2% month-on-month. In August, just se-
ven of 23 manufacturing sectors had clocked a
contraction but that list expanded to nine in Sep-
tember, with furniture dropping 20% and appa-
rel production almost 18%. What is more worry-
ing is that 12 sectors recorded a sequential
decline in output this September, belying hopes
that firms would ramp up inventories in anticipa-
tion of festive spending. Producers’ lack of confi-
dence in consumers’ impulses is reflected in con-
sumer durables and non-durables, which were
up just 1% and 2.7%, respectively, on top of a
5.5%-plus contraction last September. Sequen-
tially, consumer non-durables, what one may
broadly consider as fast moving consumer goods
involving smaller-ticket spends, were down 3.5%
with the lowest output levels seen since Novem-
ber 2022. Electricity generation also fell 6.6% se-
quentially in September, perhaps due to the high-
er rainfall recorded over August.

On the whole, September’s IIP takes average
factory output growth to 7.4% in the second quar-
ter, lifting the uptick in the first half of 2023-24 to
6%. This may still weigh in well with the central
bank chief’s hopes of Q2 GDP growth outpacing
their official projection of 6.5%. But spliced up,
the IIP indicates an asymmetry in the economy
and a fresh fork lies in the road ahead. Consumer
goods’ output was just 0.3% higher than pre-CO-
VID-19 levels this September, with durables being
the only use-based segment to record a contrac-
tion so far this year. By contrast, output has been
more resilient in investment-linked sectors such
as infrastructure/construction goods and capital
goods, up 12.1% and 6.7%, respectively, this year.
Public capex on infrastructure sectors has surely
lifted output of items such as steel and cement
through the first half of the year, while high infla-
tion has eaten into all but the high-income con-
sumers’ propensity to spend. Going forward, ca-
pex spends that have been front-loaded this year
may moderate and additional revenue spends
ahead of the Lok Sabha election are likely, espe-
cially with sensitive commodities such as fuel,
urea and food facing fresh volatility in prices.
That infrastructure and construction goods’ out-
put in September was the lowest since March
2023, suggests one growth tide may be ebbing,
which makes the other, more fragile consump-
tion story even more critical to watch.

l n September, the Index of Industrial Produc-

Knockout blows

India has so far played its part as the
favourite in the cricket World Cup

T he cricket World Cup finally enters its bu-

siness end, having criss-crossed India

since the first match involving England
and New Zealand at Ahmedabad on October 5. In
their backyard, Rohit Sharma’s men have exuded
a dominant aura, brushing aside opposition un-
its, be it the fancied ones or the emerging outfits.
Nine wins on the trot is a remarkable achieve-
ment. The Men in Blue have batted with elan, and
bowled with zest; they rode smooth in all their
contests to top the league phase with 18 points.
Having won the World Cup in 1983 and 2011, In-
dia is eyeing a third tryst with glory. New Zealand
is the hurdle in the semifinal at Mumbai on Wed-
nesday. During the 2019 edition in England, India
wilted against New Zealand in the semifinal. Ho-
wever, this time around, having defeated their
doughty rivals at Dharamshala in the league
stage, Indian cricketers believe that they can get
past Kane Williamson’s men. New Zealand quali-
fied from a mid-table clutter involving Pakistan
and Afghanistan, and has a new-generation star
in prolific batter Rachin Ravindra. Always a team
in which the whole is greater than the sum of the
parts, New Zealand can be a tricky opposition
and India, despite its current form, is aware of
the knockout stage pitfalls. In the 2015 edition
too, India lost in the semifinal.

Currently, Rohit’s men are in such ominous
form that even the absence of injured all-rounder
Hardik Pandya has not affected their plans. Ro-
hit, Virat Kohli, Shubman Gill, Shreyas Iyer and
K.L. Rahul have prospered, while the bowling,
helmed by Jasprit Bumrah, has run through star-
tled opposition ranks. India, though, is yet to win
an ICC title since the last triumph at the Cham-
pions Trophy in 2013. A 10-year drought needs to
be addressed and there could be a shot at re-
demption when the dust settles at Ahmedabad’s
Narendra Modi Stadium after the final on Novem-
ber 19. South Africa and Australia, the other sem-
ifinalists, at different points have displayed form
and fragility. Powered by Glenn Maxwell’s unbea-
ten 201 against Afghanistan, Australia has the x-
factor while South Africa has depth even if skip-
per Temba Bavuma’s runs have dried up. That
defending champion England and past power-
houses like Pakistan and Sri Lanka have crashed,
is a pointer to the flux within cricket. Even as the
host flourished, the most heartening story of this
World Cup is the growth revealed by a pugna-
cious Afghanistan and to some extent, the Neth-
erlands. To widen its footprints, the willow game
needs these teams to evolve.
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Enhancing representation, for a just electoral system

n Indian Member of Parliament (MP) is

said to represent 2.5 million citizens,

on average. In comparison, a U.S.

House of Representatives member
typically represents approximately 7,00,000
citizens. Similarly, in Pakistan, a member of the
National Assembly is a representative of
approximately 6,00,000 citizens, while the ratio
in Bangladesh is closer to approximately
5,00,000 citizens. In this year so far, India had
around 4,126 Members of the Legislative
Assembly, 543 Lok Sabha MPs and 245 Rajya
Sabha MPs. There are far too few
parliamentarians/Assembly members responsible
for citizen welfare in India. Limited
representation, in a democratic setup, seems to
be our default preference.

While India does have innumerable grassroots
politicians, 1,000-plus municipal
councils/corporations with between 50 to 100
wards and approximately 2,38,000 panchayats
(according to Press Information Bureau data)
with between five to 30 members on average at
the national/State level, there is a clear deficit in
terms of their adequate representation in order to
raise critical issues and enable law-making.

Meanwhile, our political system is riven with
malapportionment, with legislative weight being
skewed towards the citizens of select States.
Unlike India, the United States has a political
system that seeks to engender
malapportionment, with each State given two
senators in the U.S. Senate, enabling a block on
legislation. Disproportionate allocation of power
is encouraged. This is easier in a homogeneous
country with a bi-party political system, where
the same parties compete across all States. In
India, with its heterogeneous political system
across States, malapportionment can mean
empowering select political outfits over others.
With a sense of a different political culture in
south and north-east India growing, one must
tread carefully.

On delimitation

Delimitation could be a potential solution to
restore proportionality — it has been utilised in
the past. The Commission was set up four times
in the past as an independent body, to enable
redistricting. In 1976, during the Emergency, the
number of Lok Sabha seats was frozen, with
delimitation pushed out to 2001, citing ongoing
family planning policies, with a push to avoid
punishing select States with effective population
control measures in place.

Delimitation may have resumed when States
had reduced their fertility rates, enabling parity.
In February 2002, the 84th Amendment Act of
the Constitution was introduced, which froze the
number of Lok Sabha seats until the first Census
after 2026 (i.e., 2031). With the 2021 Census
delayed (now likely to be conducted in 2024, with

Feroze Varun
Gandhi

is a Member of
Parliament,
representing the
Pilibhit constituency
for the Bharatiya
Janata Party

Limited
representation
in a democratic
setup seems to
be India’s
default and
flawed
preference

results potentially published by 2026), there is a
window to conduct delimitation earlier. However,
unleashing delimitation will have its
consequences. Between 1971 and 2011, Rajasthan
and Kerala, at 25 million and 21 million in
population in 1971, respectively, have seen a
widening to 68 million and 33 million,
respectively. Similarly, in the 2019 elections, each
MP from Uttar Pradesh represented
approximately three million voters, while an MP
from Lakshadweep represented about 55,000
voters. Assuming the number of parliamentary
seats goes up to say 753 seats, States such as
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and
Kerala might see an increase in seats of about 6%,
with Karnataka potentially seeing an 11% rise.
Meanwhile, northern States such as Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan
would see their seats rise by 63%. Delimitation, in
its historical form, would engender a bias towards
a Hindi-speaking northern population while
enabling select national parties to rise to power.
States which have performed well in reducing
their population growth, such as Tamil Nadu and
Kerala, may be punished. Delimitation is
inevitable, but its deleterious consequences can
be minimised. First, the number of seats in
Parliament needs to increase significantly (at least
around 848 seats to avoid any State losing seats),
helping to enhance democratic representation
ratios. Delimitation should not be driven only by
factors based on population. Geographical
determinism, economic productivity, linguistic
history, and a sense of fairness should also play a
part. In simpler terms, Sikkim’s voice must also
be heard in Parliament even if Bihar has a greater
population. The fiscal impact of delimitation on
future transfers to States will also need to be
rethought.

Promoting federalism

Beyond this, our electoral system must be
reformed. Federalism needs to be promoted (past
decades of centralisation that have impacted
Centre-State relations), and we need to give States
a better voice and a platform to represent their
interests.

The Rajya Sabha can play this role; however, it
is currently elected by State legislatures, giving
disproportionately more representation to
larger/more populous States. Constitutional
reform can be pursued to give each state the
same number of Rajya Sabha MPs. At the same
time, direct elections for Rajya Sabha MPs should
be promoted while ensuring that a domicile
requirement is added and stringently adhered to.

Proportional representation can also be
considered, especially for the Lok Sabha and
State Assembly elections. In Australia,
lower-house elections have voters rank
candidates on an alternative preference ballot — if
a candidate does not win a majority of votes in

the first round, the weakest candidate is
eliminated, with their votes redistributed to the
next preferred candidate. This goes on until there
is a clear majority behind a candidate. In France,
a double ballot system is conducted for National
Assembly elections; if no candidate wins in the
first round, the second round sees only
candidates with over 1/8th of total votes in the
prior round competing. India’s first-past-the-post
system may ensure quicker election results. But
still, it does ensure that a legislator often
represents a constituency without a majority of
votes.

Having more States

We need more States as well. The largest State
(highest resident population) in the United States,
California, has a population of just 39 million,
with the average State having a population of
about five to six million. Around 22 Indian
States/Union Territories have a population higher
than that. The States Reorganisation Commission
was set up in 1953, creating nearly 14 linguistic
States and six Union Territories. There is
potential for India to have more States (moving
up from 29 to say 50 or even 75 States); for
example, a State such as Uttar Pradesh, is simply
too big to be governed well as a single unit. A
concern about North Indian or large States
dominating the polity would be alleviated if we
had more and smaller-sized States. A New State
Reorganisation Commission may be set up after
the next election to evaluate the socio-economic
and administrative viability of select to-be States
(for example, Bundelkhand, Gorkhaland, Jammu,
Karu Nadu, Kongu Nadu, Mithila, Saurashtra,
Tulu Nadu and Vidarbha). We have enough
linguistic States — States must be split
up/redesigned to enhance administrative
efficiency and democratic accountability.

India has 8,000-plus urban settlements, but
the number of mayors remains in the low
hundreds. Every Census town may have a
fixed-tenure mayor elected in direct elections.
Direct elections could enhance democratic
representation while improving efficiency in
urban governance. Such mayors must also be
empowered, with decision-making ability over 18
critical functions — for example, urban planning,
water supply, fire, land use regulations and slum
improvement), as outlined by the Constitution
(74th Amendment) Act. Select States such as
Bihar and Rajasthan) must be pushed to loosen
their grip on city-level authorities/functions.

Enhancing local democratic representation
will help strengthen India’s democracy. Such
measures might help alleviate the concerns of
citizens in varied parts of India and to enhance its
democracy. Any child from the northeast or
south of India could aspire to become a Prime
Minister. One hopes our policymakers have the
wisdom to ensure a just electoral system.

Remission of diabetes, desirable, but not essential

become very popular recently. Several

commercial organisations have jumped
on the bandwagon of a ‘reversal of diabetes’ and
are making tall claims. Therefore, it is important
to consider the pros and cons of a reversal of
diabetes.

First, the term ‘reversal’ of diabetes is
scientifically incorrect; the appropriate term is
‘remission’ of diabetes. Reversal implies that the
condition has permanently reverted to normal
and a cure has been achieved. ‘Remission’
implies that diabetes has only gone away
temporarily. We know for instance that cancer
can go into remission, but can come back in a
more virulent form.

T he concept of a reversal of diabetes has

Remission and type 2 diabetes

Diabetes is not a single condition but consists of
several types. When we talk of remission of
diabetes, we are referring most often to type 2
diabetes. However, there are other forms of
diabetes such as type 1 diabetes where long-term
remission is very unlikely to occur.

Can everyone with type 2 achieve remission?
Some diabetes reversal programmes claim that
they can reverse type 2 diabetes at any stage of
the disorder. This is not true.

There are certain individuals with type 2
diabetes who are more likely to achieve
remission. This can be identified by the letters
ABCDE. A refers to Alc (glycated haemoglobin)
which should not be very high; B refers to Body
Mass Index (BMI) or body weight. If it is high, you
are more likely to achieve remission due to
weight loss; C stands for C-Peptide, a measure of
insulin secretion. If it is good, you can achieve
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It may not be
possible to
make India
‘diabetes free’,
but a ‘diabetes
complications-
free India’ is
within reach

remission more easily; D stands for Duration of
diabetes; the shorter the duration, the greater the
chances of remission; and E stands for an
Enthusiastic individual who is keen to achieve
remission.

One should remember that even if one
achieves remission of diabetes only for a few
months or years, it is still worthwhile because it
leads to a good ‘legacy effect’ which provides
protection from complications caused by
diabetes.

What about those who cannot achieve
remission? Should they be disheartened?
Definitely not. Indeed, in my experience, the
majority of people with type 2 diabetes would
find it difficult to achieve long-term remission of
their diabetes. Even among those who do so, in
the majority of cases, diabetes returns after a few
months; the severity of the diabetes is often much
worse than when it was before the person went
into remission.

Leading a long and healthy life

I would like to reassure people who do not
achieve remission that nothing is lost. My
experience over the last four to five decades has
taught me that all that is needed to have a long
and healthy life despite diabetes is to follow
another set of ABCD-linked mantras: A: Alc or
glycated haemoglobin should be below 7% (or if
possible even below 6.5%); B: Blood Pressure
should be less than 130/80 mm/Hg L or as
appropriate for the age; C: Cholesterol (LDL
cholesterol) should be less than 50 mg/dl or at
least below 70mg/dL; D: Discipline which
includes healthy diet, exercise and frequent
check-ups with your diabetologist.

We were among the first to show that if ABCD
is maintained, people with diabetes can live long
and healthy lives. Indeed, 50 or 60-years of
survival with diabetes and with no complications
whatsoever, is possible.

The ultimate aim of the treatment of diabetes
is to have a diabetes complications-free life.
Today, diabetes remains sub- optimally controlled
which is why it is the leading cause of blindness,
amputation, heart attacks, stroke, kidney failure
and impotence. Very often we find people in the
prime of their life affected by one or more of
these devastating complications which affects not
only the individual but also his or her family. It
can ultimately even impact the economy of the
country.

Data on India

According to our recent Indian Council of Medical
Research-India Diabetes (ICMR-INDIAB) study,
there are currently 101 million people with
diabetes and 136 million people with prediabetes
in India. In those with prediabetes, preventing
the majority of these individuals from developing
diabetes for a considerable number of years is
possible with just lifestyle modifications. In those
who already have diabetes, we should, of course,
try to achieve remission of diabetes. But if this is
not possible, meeting the ABCD guidelines of the
treatment of diabetes will ensure that they can all
live a long and healthy life without any
diabetes-linked complications.

Even though we may not be able to make India
‘diabetes free’, my dream is that we can at least
have a ‘diabetes complications-free India’. On the
occasion of World Diabetes Day (November 14),
let us rededicate ourselves to achieve this dream.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

More noise than light

On the evening of
Deepavali, the bursting of
crackers went well beyond
the restricted time as the
sound (read noise) could be
heard for long. This also
resulted in accumulated
smoke entering almost
every dwelling/building,
affecting children and the
elderly. Going by the noise
level, one wondered
whether ‘green crackers’
alone were set off. It is not
as though there is no way
out. Licences must be
refused for halls to permit

vendors to put up
temporary stalls. All shops
must display the licences
granted to them. The
government authorities
must be given a list of
shops to which licences
have been issued. Unless
such drastic measures are
taken, there is no way to
enforce the rules.

V. Lakshmanan,

Tirupur, Tamil Nadu

Thanks to the nonstop
bursting of firecrackers
almost everywhere,
Chennai city was under a

blanket of smog for the
most part of Deepavali day.
There was a huge amount
of firecracker waste. The
timings stipulated were
hardly followed. Apart from
the plight of the sick and
the elderly, what was
pathetic was the way pets
reacted to the deafening
noise. Several people
experienced bouts of severe
coughing and itchy eyes.

V. Johan Dhanakumar,
Chennai

The judiciary’s red line
regarding Deepavali

celebrations was hardly
followed. It is time steps are
taken to stop the
manufacture of crackers.
The mess on the roads
showed our scant regard for
our surroundings.

Purabi Pathak Barua,
Guwabhati

Deepavali means the
festival of lights. But in the
south, it was practically a
festival of sounds. Lamps
were hardly seen in houses.
Instead, there was pollution
and deafening sounds
which frightened even the

animal kingdom. | suggest
we switch to the lighting of
diyas and shun crackers in
the interest of the
environment. The sick and
the elderly face a difficult
time because of the
incessant noise.

V.K. Gopalan,

Tiruchi

This year too, there was
hardly any change, with
rules being flouted. It was
upsetting to have crackers,
especially the ‘bombs),
being set off even at 10 p.m.
and after, disturbing the

sleep of senior citizens. A
spark from a firecracker is
said to have caused a fire in
a temple in the heart of
Chennai. Having a time limit
is no solution unless there is
strict vigilance and severe
punishment.

N. Mahadevan,
Chennai

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.

co.in must carry the full postal
address.
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Realism, not machismo, to counter terror

here are animated

discussions on social

media on the Israel-

Hamas conflict, with a
large number of people
sympathising with Israel, which
suffered an unprecedented attack
by Hamas on October 7. This is
perhaps because India went
through the trauma of the Mumbai
attacks in 2008 (known as 26/11),
among others. Opinion, however,
became more strident when The
New York Times columnist,
Thomas Friedman, published an
article last month praising former
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s
“remarkable act of restraint” in
not attacking Pakistan
immediately after the Mumbai
attacks. Some social media
warriors were outraged,
condemning India’s past inaction
as an act of cowardice. This is
perhaps because India prides itself
on its air strikes on Balakot in
Pakistan in 2019 to avenge the
Pulwama terror attack.

A well-thought-out strategy
But counter-terrorism is a delicate
act; it is to be carried out with due
thought and realism, not raging
machismo, as India showed. First,
terrorists strike in the hope of
eliciting a response that will
highlight their cause. Hamas
attacked Israel when the Saudis
and Israelis were on a path to
peace, which would have led to
the Palestinian cause taking a back
seat. With Israel’s violent
response, the Palestinian issue has
taken centre stage now. Let’s
assume that after 26/11, India had
bombed major cities and
cantonments in Pakistan. That
would have led to a nuclear
stand-off, with the international
focus shifting to how to ‘solve’ the
India-Pakistan issue, which
centres around Kashmir, rather
than terrorism itself.

Here is what happened by
doing nothing. The gravity of the
26/11 attacks was equated to that
of the 9/11 attacks in the U.S. Soon
after the attacks, U.S. President
George W. Bush sent a strong
statement of support to India,
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As India showed
after the 26/11
attacks,
counter-terrorism
can be carried out
with due thought
and realism, not
raging machismo

world leaders condemned the
attacks, and India was praised for
being a “responsible nuclear
power”. The path-breaking
India-U.S. Civil Nuclear agreement
was operationalised just a month
before the attacks in Mumbai. In
addition, there was another issue.
The global financial crisis had just
hit, with the collapse of the
Lehman Brothers. In India too, the
stock market crashed by 41%
between June and December. A
war would have been disastrous.

Second, it is vital to frame an
issue in terms of the prevailing
international circumstances and
how that can best be used to
achieve one’s own objectives.
Delhi decided to ally itself with the
‘war on terror’, which was being
fought across continents. The
result of a war would have been
not just finger-wagging from the
international community, but also
the loss of international money.
Investors hate instability.

Pakistan’s fortunes began to
tumble soon after 26/11, furthered
by an internal mess of its own
making. The country, under
General Pervez Musharraf, milked
9/11 for all it was worth: the U.S.
military’s aid rose exponentially
during this period in order to
enable Pakistan to fight Taliban
and al Qaeda militants. Joe Biden,
who was Senator, repeatedly
called for reducing this aid in
2008. Real GDP growth crashed
after 2008-09 and later recovered
briefly, but it never recovered to
previous growth rates. Foreign
Direct Investment, which had
risen in the 9/11 period, dropped
by 42% by 2010, as Pakistan
became identified with the ‘war
on terror’. The focus on Pakistan
increased further when the United
Nations designated the
Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT) as a
terrorist organisation in 2010. In
2009, the U.S. Senate passed the
revised version of the Kerry-Lugar
Bill, which tripled U.S.
non-military assistance to Pakistan
from $400 million to $1.5 billion
annually for the next five years,
with clauses that Pakistan

considered offensive. For instance,

the bill said that Pakistan must
show that it is “ceasing support™
for terrorists and that it must
prevent groups such as LeT from
carrying out attacks on
“neighbouring countries.”
Pakistan was furious. This
narrative began to build as notable
scholars such as Stephen Cohen
began to call it “America’s most
dangerous ally”. India was
de-linked from Pakistan as it drew
closer to the U.S., while Pakistan’s
future was evaluated entirely by its
terrorist antics.

It can be argued that the
collapse of present-day Pakistan is
in part due to India’s decision not
to attack and instead craft an
international response. Alongside,
India created a path for a $3
trillion economy, while Pakistan’s
economic fortunes continue to
tumble. None of this might have
happened if India had gone to war.

Showing strength

However, this does not reduce the
vital importance of the air strikes
on Balakot. Those were carried
out when India’s defence
capability had vastly improved, its
economy was strong, and it
enjoyed a solid relationship with
the U.S. The strikes were carefully
calibrated to send a signal to
Pakistan that its terrorism was not
cost-free. Importantly, it freed
Indians from a defensive mindset.
Strong leadership matters. But
strength can come from a
deliberated move rather than the
kind of chest-beating that Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has adopted.

Finally, whether then or now,
there is no question of having
‘boots on the ground’ given that
India and Pakistan are nuclear
powers. Pakistan can be punished,
but without being invaded. Those
calling for India to be as “decisive”
as Israel miss the point. Mr.
Netanyahu has just given Hamas
the priceless gift of publicity; now,
support for the Palestinian cause
has swelled everywhere. The trick
is to outwit a country, even as the
threat of a slashing sword is seen
to be ever-present.

Yadavs, Yahudis, and tales of yore

The BJP is reaching out to Yadavs using the Gaza war and Dalits through folklore

STATE OF PLAY

Anuj Kumar

anuj.kumar@thehindu.co.in

n October 22, the on-
0 going Israel-Hamas
conflict found politi-

cal resonance in Uttar Pradesh
when Sudarshan News, a pro-
Hindutva channel known for
its shrill and provocative pro-
grammes that have come un-
der judicial scrutiny in the
past, aired two episodes that
drew parallels between Ya-
davs and Yahudis (Jewish peo-
ple) and alluded to similarities
between the lives of Moses
and Lord Krishna.

Days later, while addressing
an election rally in the Tijara
constituency of Rajasthan
where the Congress has field-
ed a Muslim candidate, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath equated the Israel-
Hamas war with the fight bet-
ween the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) and the Congress.

In the programme title-
d ‘Kya Yadav Hi Yahudi
Hain (Are Yadavs Yahudis?)
’, the prime-time voice of Su-
darshan News, Suresh Chav-
hanke, said most Yadavs af-
firmed the channel’s
“research”, except the politi-
cal ones because they needed
Muslim votes. It was obvious
that he was pointing to the lea-
dership of the Samajwadi Par-
ty (SP), the principal opposi-
tion party, which managed to
galvanise Yadavs and Muslims
in the post-Mandal-era and
emerged as a major player in
Uttar Pradesh despite the Hin-
dutva wave after the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi movement.

The channel’s clickbait
hashtag ‘YahudiYadavHai’ is
meant for the Yadavs, a back-
ward agrarian group whose
representation in police and
other armed forces went up
after reservation for Other

Uttar Pradesh

Backward Classes (OBCs)
came into effect in the 1990s.
It is intended to provide myth-
ical links that give a sense of
upliftment to the community
in the social hierarchy and
bring it under the Hindutva
umbrella. It is interesting to
note that despite the folk theo-
ry that lies at the core of the
Yadav community, which says
that all pastoral castes des-
cend from the Yadu dynasty to
which Lord Krishna belongs,
the community hasn’t shown
any concerted interest in
pushing the cause of the
Krishna Janmabhoomi move-
ment. A post-poll study con-
ducted by the Centre for the
Study of Developing Societies
indicated that 83% of Yadavs
voted for the SP in the 2022
Assembly polls.

Mr. Adityanath, who direct-
ed officials to take strict action
against those spreading
hatred over the Israel-Pales-
tine conflict, showed little res-
traint while addressing the
election rally in Rajasthan. Us-
ing some low-hanging meta-
phors, he said that a Talibani
mindset could only be cured
through Bajrangbali’s (Lord
Hanuman’s) mace. Hailing Is-
rael and accusing the Con-
gress of Muslim appeasement,
he added, “We are seeing how
Israel is crushing the Talibani
mindset in Gaza.” At a time
when the SP and the Congress
are drumming up support for
a caste census, the BJP seems
to be repurposing the Israel-
Hamas war and diluting the

opposition’s cry for social jus-
tice. In its brand of social har-
mony, reason and intellect are
often superseded by emotion.
Last month, while address-
ing Dalit conferences in consti-
tuencies where Scheduled
Castes (SCs) form a sizeable
number, Mr. Adityanath em-
phasised the Dalit origins of
the poet Valmiki and the sage
Ved Vyasa, who composed the
Sanskrit texts of the Ramayana
and Mahabharata, respective-
ly, while talking about social
cohesion in Hindu society.
This came after the SP’s non-
Yadav face, Swami Prasad
Maurya, repeatedly attacked
Santana Dharma and the Ram-
charitmanas by describing
certain sections in the text as
being ‘anti-Dalit’ and ‘anti-wo-
men’. Moreover, the Nishad
Party, a BJP ally which repre-
sents the politically influential
boatmen community that con-
siders Ved Vyasa as their an-
cestor, is invoking the com-
munity’s role in the Ramayana
and Mahabharata to demand a
place of pride in the Hindu
pantheon as well as reserva-
tion under the SC category.
This is a test case for the
ruling party as the conten-
tious issues of assimilation of
all Hindus under Hindutva
and the reassertion of caste
identity overlap. The U.P. go-
vernment has sanctioned a
huge statue of Lord Rama em-
bracing Nishadraj (the head of
the riverine clan who helped
Lord Rama cross the river dur-
ing his exile) near Prayagraj,
but the community, while ap-
preciating the gesture, seems
more keen on being accorded
SC status. While the BJP is try-
ing to woo Dalit votes, in
March this year, citing data of
the National Crime Records
Bureau, the Centre told Parlia-
ment that of the 1,89,945 cases
of crime registered against Da-
lits in India 2018 to 2021, the
highest (49,613) were in U.P.

Madhya Pradesh in the bottom half of all State-level rankings

DATA POINT

Rebecca Rose Varghese &
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

he Madhya Pradesh As-
T sembly elections are sche-

duled to take place on No-
vember 17. A comparison of the
economic, social, and environ-
mental indicators of the poll-
bound State with the indicators of
other States shows that Madhya
Pradesh features at the bottom
half. Also, its relative ranking
among the States remained stag-
nant in most of the indicators bet-
ween 2015-16 and 2019-21.

Table 1 lists Madhya Pradesh’s
rank in social indicators and its ac-
tual score in an indicator in 2019-
21, 2015-16, and 2005-06. It also
shows the change in rank in 2019-
21 from 2015-16. The performance
of the top three States in the indi-
cator are also given for compari-
son. For instance, Madhya Pradesh
had 35.7% stunted children (low
height-for-age) in 2019-21, and
ranked 25 out of 30 States. The
three best-performing States that
year were Kerala (23.4%), Punjab
(24.5%), and Tamil Nadu (25%). In
this indicator, Madhya Pradesh’s
ranking improved by just one spot
in 2019-21 from 2015-16, the year
when the State was placed 26th
out of the 30 States.

Across most social indicators,
there has been no notable im-
provement in the last few years.
For instance, the share of girls/wo-
men who attended school was
64% in 2015-16 and improved to
only 67.5% in 2019-21. Only those
aged six and above were consi-
dered. The share of underweight
children (low weight-for-age) im-
proved marginally from 42.8% to
33%, while the infant mortality
rate recorded a small improve-
ment from 51.2 to 41.3. The State’s
ranking in the parameter of under-
weight children improved only by
two spots (from 28 to 26), and in
the parameter of infant mortality
rate only by one spot (28 to 27),
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Poll-bound Madhya Pradesh lags behind most States in all economic and social indicators
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In fact, a comparison with data
from 2005-06 shows that the rank-
ings have hardly improved since.
In that period, Madhya Pradesh
ranked at the bottom of the table
in many social indicators. It no lon-
ger holds that dubious distinction.
For instance, in 2005-06, the State
ranked at the bottom of the list in
the share of wasted children
(weight-for-height) and under-
weight children. In 2005-06, only
28 States were considered for com-
parison; the data of Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh were ignored.

Given the inferior social rank-
ings, Madhya Pradesh’s rank in the
Human Development Index (HDI)
remained poor in 1990 and 2021 as
well. In 1990, its HDI ranking was
26 of 30 States; this slid to 27 in
2021. (Table 2).

Madhya Pradesh’s economic
performance is among the worst
in the country. In fact, its ranking
worsened between 1993-94 and
2021-22. In 1993-94, the State
ranked 19 of 27 States in Per Capita
Net State Domestic Product (cur-
rent prices), as seen in Table 3.
This declined by two spots in 2021-
22. Notably, over half the popula-
tion in the State belongs to the low-
est two wealth quintiles (Table 4).

Madhya Pradesh’s manufactur-
ing sector employed around 7% of
the State’s workforce and the sec-
tor’s share in total Gross Value Ad-
ded was about 9%. The State ranks
at the bottom half of the table in
both measures (Table 5).

In educational indicators, in
2020, Madhya Pradesh ranked ov-
er 20 of the 30 States on indicators
such as enrolment in elementary,
higher secondary, and college-le-
vel education. The Gross Enrol-
ment Ratio in higher education
was only 21.5%. (Table 6).

While the State lags behind the
country in terms of economic per-
formance, it is better in environ-
ment-related indicators (Table 7).
The State generated a relatively
lower amount of hazardous and
plastic waste and featured at the
top half of the State lists.

Madhya Pradesh’s report card

The data for the charts were sourced from the National Family Health Surveys, Global Data Lab and NITI Aayog

Table 1 ‘ 2019-21 ‘ 2015-16 2005-06
Female population aged 6 years Kerala - 95.5;
and above who ever attended 67.5 240f30 | Himachal-81; 0 64 24 0f 30 52 24 0of 28
school (%) T.N.-80.4
Women aged 20-24 years Himachal: 5.4;
married before age 18 years of 23.1 220f30 | Kerala: 6.3; 2 324 24 of 30 53 22 of 28
age (%) Punjab: 8.7
. Kerala: 4.4;
{Rg’gtirm;ta“ty rate (per1,000 | 413 | 576f30 | Tamil Nadu: 18.6; 1 512 | 280f30 | 69 | 260f28
West Bengal: 22
. . Kerala: 23.4;
fsgfgtee‘: (C()Z')ldre” (lowheight- | 357 | 250f30 | Punjab:24.5; 1 42 | 260f30 | 50 | 230f28
& Tamil Nadu: 25
i ; Punjab: 10.6;
}’gf?gf f]'t‘)'l(f’,;‘;” (low weight- 19 | 200f30 | Haryana: 115 7 258 | 270f30 | 35 | 280f28
& ° Uttarakhand: 13.2
. . Punjab: 16.9;
uz:jer:;"’fi'fgtg‘('gj; en (low 33 260f30 | Kerala: 19.7; 2 428 | 280f30 60 28 0f 28
& ge) o Uttarakhand: 21
Households with any member Rajasthan: 87.8;
covered under a health 38.1 150f30 | Chhattisgarh:71.4 4 17.7 19 of 30 4.8 16 of 28
insurance/financing scheme (%) Andhra: 70.2
Population which use an el 5,10
. . o 65.1 26 0f 30 Punjab: 86.6; 1 34.8 27 of 30 = -
improved sanitation facility (%) X
Haryana: 85
Table 2: HDI Table 6
2021 1990
.- Karnataka,
Kerala, Him- églfsat;gr?[(ecrgigtﬁrs); 81.2 240f 30 Himachal,
0.596 | 27 of 30 achal, Punjab 0.403 | 26 0f 30 Uttarakhand
. Average annual drop- Hi hal
Table 3: Per capita NSDP out rate at secondary | 24.9 26 of 30 imacha’,
level (Class 9-10) Kerala, Odisha
2021-22 1993-94
GER* in higher sec- Himachal,
ondary (Class 11-12) 437 210f 30 Kerala, T.N.
Karnataka, e R Ee T.N., Himachal
121,594 | 210f27 | 2L E e arat | 6584 | 190f27 i 215 | 220f30 | Lo Himachal
(18-23 years)
Table 4: % population in the lowest two wealth quintiles (2020)
Table 7
54.7 150f 30 Kerala, Punjab
Table 5 Hazardous waste
generated (per 1,000 | 345 | 430698 | Bihar, U.P
population in metric ) P
tonnesin 2018)
Manufacturing Uttarakhand, Gu- ;
GVA* as a % of total 8.85 220f 30 jarat, Himachal Plastic waste
generated (Average Chhattisgarh
Manufacturing Gui . plastic generated per | 0.89 9 of 30 5 garn,
ujarat, Punjab, o Himachal
employment as a 6.84 22 of 30 Tamil Nadu 1,000 population in
% of total tonnes, 2018-19)
vignesh.r@thehindu.co.in GVA*: Gross Value Added; ANER™: Adjusted Net
rebecca.varghese@thehindu.co.in Enrolment Ratio; GER*: Gross Enrolment Ratio

efforts to replace checkpost

Cairo, Nov. 13: The Commander of the U.N.
peace-keeping forces in West Asia flew to Tel
Aviv to-day to meet Israeli officials on a growing
crisis over highway checkpoints that threaten to
break down the West Asia ceasefire. Maj. Gen.
Ensio Siilvasvuo made the trip after an urgent
early morning visit to the scene of a melee
yesterday afternoon in which Israeli and Finnish
troops engaged in a fist fight triggered by the
Finns’ attempt to replace an Israeli checkpoint
on the Cairo-Suez highway with one of their
own. A U.N. spokesman indicated that the
Israelis had refused to give up their own
checkpoint on the highway, despite the U.N.
forces’ attempt to replace them, as called for by
the ceasefire agreement signed on Sunday by
Egypt and Israel. Sources in both Egypt and
Israel said the controversy over the road was
blocking full implementation of the six-point
ceasefire agreement and they predicted no
progress until the controversy was settled.
Earlier, in an effort to find a solution, Maj. Gen.
Siilvasvuo, had met the Israeli Defence Minister,
Gen. Moshe Dayan, near the Egyptian ceasefire
lines. An Israeli officer said there was some
pushing and shoving yesterday between the
United Nations troops and Israeli soldiers who
dismantled a U.N. checkpoint near Suez Town.
An Israeli military communique said the
checkpoint put up on the Cairo-Suez road, was
taken down because it cut off Israeli forces from
those west of Suez Town, which Israel claims its
troops encircle. The incident, which came just
after dusk last night, followed a refusal by the
U.N. peacekeeping troops to reopen the road,
the communique said.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 14, 1923
The colour bar

Pretoria, Nov. 13: An important decision
declaring the colour bar repugnant to the
general law of the land was delivered at the
Supreme Court arising from the application of
the Attorney-General for a ruling in the case of a
mine manager charged with contravening the
mining regulations by permitting a native to take
charge of a locomotive. Justice Krause presiding
laid down that there was no justification for
differentiation and where express statutory
provision was absent, it was dangerous to hold
that the Governor General had the power to
make such regulations.
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NEWS IN N\UMBERS

The number of people The cases filed for Earthquakes that
who fled from firecracker violations  rattled southern
Myanmar to Mizoram in Tamil Nadu Iceland in a day

People fled Cases were earthquakes. The
5.000::: 2,000::: 900:::"::-

India, following intense fighting in
Myanmar’s Rakhine and Chin states. Ethnic
minority insurgent groups attacked
security posts. REUTERs

norms in bursting crackers. Officials said
Chennai’s air quality ranged between poor
and very poor, and that 210 tonnes of
waste was removed from the streets. pn

evacuate, over fears that molten rock
would rise to the surface of the earth and
potentially hit a coastal town and a
geothermal power station. reuters

The increase in Amount in debt raised
vegetable oils imports by Israel since the
in 2022-23: SEA latest war

in percentage. India’s vegetable
16 oils imports rose to 167.1 lakh

tonnes in the current oil year
from 144.1 lakh tonnes in 2021-22
(November- October), according to the
Solvent Extractors Association of India

(SEA). pri

in $ billion. As a result of the
7 8 conflict with Hamas
o militants, Israel recorded a
budget deficit of 22.9 billion shekels ($5.92
billion) in October, a leap from 4.6 billion
shekels in September. Rreuters
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Community rights and forest conservation

What is the Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act, 2023? What did the 31-member Joint Parliamentary Committee decide with respect to the amendment Bill tabled in

Parliament? Why do the Central and State governments insist on the right to convert forest land for non-forest purposes?

EXPLAINER

Abhilash Thadathil

The story so far:
he Forest Conservation
Amendment Act of 2023 has
received limited attention and
little discussion about its
impact on forests and its inhabitants.
From the colonial forest law in 1865 to the
Forest Conservation Amendment Act,
2023, more than fifteen laws, Acts, and
policies have been formulated interlinking
forests with legal and policy frameworks.
However, there is little to no recognition
of the rights of indigenous communities in
these Acts, who are the rightful
inhabitants of forest lands.

What is the new amendment?

At first glance, the amendment primarily
aims to tackle the critical issues of climate
change and deforestation’s adverse
effects, focusing on effective management
and afforestation. The law further aims to
determine how forests can be utilised for
economic gain, and the manner in which
it seeks to achieve this goal is outlined in
the legislation. The primary method used
to achieve this objective involves
removing forests from the law’s
jurisdiction, thereby facilitating various
forms of economic exploitation. As per
the amendment, the forest law will now
apply exclusively to areas categorised
under the 1927 Forest Act and those
designated as such on or after October 25,
1980. The Act will not be applicable to
forests that were converted for non-forest
use on or after December 12, 1996 and
land which falls under 100 kilometres
from the China and Pakistan border
where the central government can build
linear projects. To establish security
infrastructure and facilities for
surveillance, the central government is
authorised to construct security measures
in areas up to ten hectares. This provision
also applies to areas (up to five hectares)
which are designated as vulnerable.
Within these regions, the government,
with the necessary approvals, can
implement security protocols as
described above. Initiatives like
ecotourism, safari, environmental
entertainment, and more may be
implemented in these areas. The main
objective of these initiatives is to improve
the livelihoods of those reliant on forest
resources, a goal that has drawn criticism
from tribal communities and human
rights activists.

Why was the amendment brought in?
The Godavarman Thirumulkpad case, a
prominent legal dispute that came before
the Supreme Court in 1996, led to an
interpretation of forest land in
accordance with its ‘dictionary meaning’.
Subsequently, all private forests were
brought under the ambit of the 1980 law.
This has been a subject of debate as it was
argued that the legislation primarily aims
to restrict forest land from being used for
various non-forest purposes, including
the conversion of land for large-scale
industries. The law has faced significant
opposition, especially from private
landowners, individuals, and
organisations involved in forest
conservation, for its perceived adverse
impact on the country’s industrial
progress. In other words, the need to
exclude forest land from the legal
framework was mainly driven by the
requirements of the industrial classes in
the country. It is in this context that
concerns regarding the Forest
Conservation Act tend to resurface
periodically, echoing the apprehensions
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Abundant forests: Paddy fields are seen near a Dongria tribal village inside the Niyamgiri hills in Odisha. FILE PHOTO

of indigenous communities and human
rights activists. These factors came to the
forefront again when the Forest
(Conservation) Amendment Bill was
introduced in Parliament in March,
triggering extensive discussions and
debates. The Parliament then referred the
Bill to a 31-member Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC).

What did the JPC recommend?

Of the 31-member JPC addressing the
issue, only six individuals were from the
opposition. The JPC submitted its report
to Parliament on July 20, within three
months. The critical comments from the
committee members and public appear to
have been largely disregarded; reduced to
dissenting notes, holding a minority
viewpoint on the Bill.

Therefore, the Bill successfully passed
in both houses of Parliament without any
substantial debates or discussions. There
have been no collaborative discussions
with the southern States concerning
matters related to their specific
geographical locations. A few days after
the Act was enacted, the Odisha
government revoked the “deemed forest”
status in the State but had to later cancel
the order due to public outrage and cited
that it is waiting for detailed rules and
guidelines from the concerned Central
Ministry. If the government were to
remove the forests from the purview of
the Forest Conservation Act, it would
effectively obstruct indigenous
communities from asserting their rights.

What happened to the stipulation of
‘prior consent’?

The Forest Conservation Act underwent
important amendments in 2016 and 2017,
which stipulated that prior consent from
the tribal grama sabha was mandatory for
any alterations to forests for non-forest
purposes. However, the recent revisions
to the legislation have removed the
necessity for such consent. Nevertheless,

in this situation, State governments can
proactively engage in specific activities
within this framework through the
inclusion of grama sabhas, particularly in
matters of land acquisition for various
purposes, by establishing State-level
steering committees. But numerous State
governments might hesitate on this
aspect, as they hold a preconceived
notion that Adivasi grama sabhas are
‘anti-development, and they fear that
their decisions could hinder economically
lucrative afforestation initiatives.

What is compensatory afforestation?
Compensatory afforestation, as outlined
in the new legislation, encompasses
various projects and schemes that can be
undertaken by both private individuals
and organisations (including large
corporations) for afforestation or
reforestation purposes. The
Compensatory Afforestation Act
encountered significant challenges in the
past, primarily due to ambiguities in the
original legislation and shortage of
available land. The goal of the new
amendment is to streamline the process.
However, there is apprehension regarding
the potential environmental implications
of this amendment. The law mandates
that for every parcel of land that is lost
due to afforestation efforts, an equivalent
amount of land must be afforested
elsewhere. It does not specify the type of
trees that should be planted, leaving
room for discretion.

How does this affect the Forest Rights
Act (FRA)?

The FRA has had notable impacts in
various regions, such as the
Mendha-Lekha in Maharashtra, Loyendi
in Odisha, and Malakkappara in Kerala.
Despite the initial enthusiasm, it appears
that both the Central and State
governments have become less
enthusiastic about implementing the FRA
in their States. Many consider the Act as

an impediment to convert forest land for
non-forest purposes. The State
government and its bureaucracy hold the
view that granting community rights
under the FRA could weaken the State’s
authority over the forest. They anticipate
potential legal challenges to any such
endeavours. To navigate this situation, the
government has opted to reduce or dilute
the extent of forest areas, rather than
amend the FRA, thereby limiting the
potential for additional Adivasi claims.
The amendment also fails to address the
growing issue of human-animal conflicts
in forest areas, particularly in the Adivasi
hamlets of the Western Ghats region. This
conflict not only endangers the
livelihoods of the Adivasis but also poses a
threat to wildlife.

What are the problems?
When examined superficially, the law
appears to address issues without
complications. However, once the law is
put into practice, it presents substantial
challenges to forest dwelling communities
and government agencies. The concept of
afforestation, which offers considerable
financial incentives to private individuals
and institutions for afforestation projects,
fundamentally clashes with the idea of
forest governance. Furthermore, it
contradicts the concept of decentralised
forest governance as forests in the
country fall under the concurrent list.
Such governance practices are against the
spirit of federal norms. Moreover,
defining strategic linear projects becomes
exceptionally complex and vague. Unlike
external security threats like border
disputes and cross-border skirmishes,
internal environmental security should
also be considered a significant concern,
especially in States that consistently face
natural disasters. Regrettably, this priority
is not guaranteed.

Abhilash Thadathil is Assistant Professor
at the Centre for Development Studies,
Thiruvananthapuram.
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The Forest Conservation
Amendment Act of 2023 aims
to determine how forests can
be utilised for economic gain,
and the manner in which it
seeks to achieve this goal is
outlined in the legislation. The
primary method used to
achieve this objective involves
removing forests from the
law’s jurisdiction, thereby
facilitating various forms of
economic exploitation.
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The Forest Conservation Act
underwent important
amendments in 2016 and 2017,
which stipulated that prior
consent from the tribal grama
sabha was mandatory for any
alterations to forests for
non-forest purposes.
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Despite the initial enthusiasm,
it appears that both the Central
and State governments have
become less enthusiastic about
implementing the Forest Rights
Act in their States.
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LOKNITI CSDS SURVEY

Congress’s online campaign
more robust in Madhya Pradesh

As the State heads for the polls, the Lokniti-CSDS analysed social media posts on X by both major parties in the

State to understand the kind of content online campaigns spread and generate

Sanjay Kumar
Aditi Singh

Avika Singh
Kaushiki K. Singh

adhya Pradesh has mostly
been a Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-ruled State since 2003,
with the Indian National
Congress (INC) forming the government
for a brief period between December
2018 to March 2020. As the State goes for
elections on November 17 for all 230
assembly seats, social media has become
an important platform for campaigning
and garnering votes. The purpose of this
study by the Lokniti-CSDS is to
understand and contrast the kind of posts
made in the run-up to the elections by the
two major parties and their members.

Categorising posts

A total of 24 accounts were monitored, 12
from the BJP and 12 from the INC. These
accounts included the handles of senior
party leaders, Opposition party members,
MLAs, party workers, State official
accounts and party supporters. All the
posts recorded were from the social
media platform, X (formerly known as
Twitter). The recorded posts were
categorised as positive, negative, neutral,
and mixed. The posts were categorised as
positive if they were about the
accomplishment of the party and negative
if it included posts criticising the other
party for their shortcomings. Neutral
posts included general updates about
visits and greetings. The mixed category
had posts which were simultaneously
commending the party and attacking the
other party (Table 1).

The reach of the Congress

Out of the 1,000 posts recorded, 500
were by the INC and 500 were from the
BJP. From the posts, it can be observed
that the INC had a more robust social
media presence in Madhya Pradesh as
compared to what was observed by
Lokniti in its studies in Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh. Around 34% of the total
posts recorded were videos and 49% were
photos.

One of the most active accounts overall
was the party’s official State account —
@INCMP on X. Out of the total posts
made by the account, 42% were negative,
42% were positive, and 15% were neutral.
The online campaign of the @BJP4MP
seems to be rather subdued and more
focused on positive propaganda, which is
in stark contrast to its vigorous approach
in the States of Chhattisgarh and
Rajasthan. The most active informants in
the BJP sample in Madhya Pradesh were
the Chief Minister’s handle accounting for
33% of posts, senior party leaders (30%)
followed by the official party account
@BJP4MP (17%) and others. The party
appears to be primarily focused on
amplifying its schemes and achievements.

The top categories of INC’s positive
posts were about the manifesto, public
speeches, poll results, and personal
image. The positive posts about the
manifesto included various schemes and
decisions the INC will bring into fruition
in the State if it is elected. The manifesto
includes healthcare schemes, job
opportunities, provisions for education,
the Old Pension Scheme, distributing
cylinders for 500, free 100 units of
electricity and so forth. Among the most
frequently used slogans by the party were

The online battlefield in

Madhya Pradesh

As the State’s elections are scheduled to be held on November 17, the Lokniti-CSDS takes a closer at the
social media campaign of the two major parties, BJP and Congress

Table 1: The proportion of positive, negative, and
neutral posts made by the INC and BJP

Positive 47% 47%
Negative 36% 18%
Neutral 15% 35%
Mixed 2%

Table 2: The subject-wise percentage of positive
posts made by the INC

Long journey: Mahila Congress National President

Manifesto 30%
ol e e 16% Netta D’Souza a.n.d spo!&esperson Suprlya Shrinate
and others participate in a kalash yatra in support
Poll results 14% of Congress candidates ahead of elections, in
Personal image 10% Bhopal on November 11. PTI
Religion 6% Table 4: The subject-wise percentage of positive
Gender 5% posts made by the BJP
Caste 4%
0,
Updates 2 Governance 25%
Governance 3% About the party 25%
Temple visits i Narendra Modi 15%
0,
Kamal Nath s Schemes and decisions 13%
Other party members 1% Gender 8%
. o
Schemes and decisions 1% Updates 4%
About the party Ll Manifesto 3%
Table 3: The subject-wise percentage of negative Religion 2%
posts made by the INC Caste 20%
Budget 1%
Corruption 28% Temple visits 1%
Governance 20% Others 2%
0,
About the party 20% Table 5: The subject-wise percentage of negative
Other party members 7% posts made by the BJP
Shivraj Singh Chouhan 6%
0,
CLlCkn ) About the Opposition 47%
Schemes and decisions 3% party
Narendra Modi 3% Corruption 21%
Caste 2% Religion 13%
Law and order 2% Rahul Gandhi 6%
Exposing fake news 2% Caste 4%
Predicting poll results 1% Other party members 4%
Religion 1% Governance 3%
Others 1% Others 2%

‘Badhaiye Haath, Fir Kamal Nath’ and
‘Congress Ayegi, Khushali Layegi’(Table 2).

The negative posts by the INC were
overwhelmingly about corruption in the
State, misgovernance, and about internal
strife within the party. The rampant
corruption in the State was one of the
major criticisms taken up by the INC
against BJP. Such posts included
allegations about the 50% commission
taken by the Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s
administration, the Patwari recruitment
scam, the midday meal scam, the
mahakal lok scam, the sarva shiksha
abhiyan scam etc (Table 3). Hashtags and
slogans such as ‘#Shivraj_Ghotalaraj’ and
‘Madhya Pradesh Ne Thana Hai, Jungle Raj
Hatana Hai’ widely used by INC party
accounts further focused upon the issue
of corruption within the State.

The governance under BJP, or the lack
thereof, was another case in point

highlighted by the INC in its social media
campaign. The issues taken up by the
party included a myriad of problems such
as the delay in salaries for guest teachers
and MGNREGA employees, inflation,
farmers’ concerns, unemployment etc.

A look at the bright side by the BJP
The BJP appears to have a different
campaign strategy online. Out of the total
positive posts made by the BJP, about 25%
were about its achievements in
governance. A lot of focus seems to be on
central government schemes such as the
PM Awas Yojana. Another 25% of tweets
were party fanfaronade, with several
video excerpts of roadshows, rallies and
testimonials of the general public being
posted frequently. In a strategy similar to
the BJP in Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union
government schemes seemed to be the

anchor of the campaign. Almost 15% and
13% of the total positive posts were about
him and central government schemes
respectively (Table 4). Hashtags like
‘4MP_ke_Mann_Mein_Modi’,
“MPwithModiji” ‘#LadliBehna’ and
CorruptionNath were trending on X.

Almost 8% of the tweets were about
women and their empowerment. These
tweets were almost always posted in the
light of the MP government flagship
scheme “Ladli Behna Yojana © which
promises a monthly assistance of 1,250.
There were mentions of several other
schemes and policies for the welfare of
women. The 2% of religious posts were
mostly about the inauguration of the Ram
Mandir, while 2% posts were about caste.
Multiple posts featured PM Modi’s
statement in a rally in Sidhi wherein he
said, “Poori congress mujhe gaali dekar
poore OBC varg ka apmaan kar rahi hai“
(Congress has insulted the entire OBC
community by insulting me).

Almost 47% of the negative posts made
by the BJP were predominantly attacks on
the Congress party and its leadership on
the grounds of misgovernance and
shoddy politics. The allegations of
corruption were featured in almost 21% of
posts (Table 5). The BJP made multiple
posts levelling corruption allegations,
such as the Karzamaafi Ghotala to the
tune of 3000 crore, Jal Sansadhan
Ghotala and Krishi Ghotala among others.
There were almost 13% posts on religion
with a majority of the posts targeting the
party for being ‘anti-Sanatan’. The
negative posts about caste were targeting
the divisive politics of the INC.

More focus on women, religion, caste
There was an emphasis on women by
both the INC and the BJP. This can be
better understood in the light of the fact
that the female voter base in Madhya
Pradesh is a whopping 2.72 crore (48%)
according to the 2018 Assembly Election
figures.

The BJP made several posts regarding
the welfare of women. The party
amplified its Ladli Bhena Yojana through
its online campaign. In order to outdo this
move by the Shivraj Singh-led
administration, the INC has promised to
provide a monthly aid worth 1,500 to
women as a part of its larger blueprint for
empowering women in the State. Despite
this the BJP has given tickets to only 25
female candidates whereas the Congress
has given tickets to 30 women, which is
less than 15% of the total seats.

Additionally, both parties have made
significant number of posts criticising
each other by highlighting the internal
strife within the parties. There have been
multiple instances wherein party workers
on both sides protested against
candidature and senior party members.
One of the most notable cases is that of
Jabalpur where BJP party workers heckled
Union Minister Bhupendra Yadav.

Moreover, on the other side of the
court, alleged INC party supporters
burned effigies of former Chief Minister
Digvijaya Singh in Bhopal.

The parties posted a significant volume
of tweets with religious undertones. The
BJP tweets were pertaining to Ram
Mandir and the “anti-Sanatani” Congress.
There were also multiple tweets regarding
caste by both the parties. The BJP has
given tickets to 68 OBC candidates
whereas the INC has given it to 59.

With the elections just around the
corner, these trends and observations
may be subject to change. These findings
thus provide a preliminary overview of
how political parties use social media
platforms as a means of communication
and campaign tool in the runup to the
elections.

Sanjay Kumar is a Professor at CSDS,
Aditi Singh is an Assistant Professor at O.P.
Jindal Global University, Kaushiki K. Singh
and Avika Singh are short-term researchers
with Lokniti-CSDS
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November 14 is observed as World Diabetes Day. A quiz on the rampant chronic disease

V.V. Ramanan

A
QUESTION 1

The inability to produce which important hormone causes Type 1 diabetes?

A
QUESTION 2

Why was November 14 chosen as World Diabetes Day?

A
QUESTION 3

What is the logo for World Diabetes Day which ‘signifies the unity of the
global diabetes community in response to the diabetes epidemic’?

A
QUESTION 4

What is the 13-lettered term used for increased fasting blood glucose
concentration which is an indicator of a higher risk to diabetes?

A
QUESTION 5

According to the IDF Diabetes Atlas (2021), what percentage of the adult
population (20-79 years) has diabetes, with almost half unaware that they

are living with the condition?
A
QUESTION 5

What is the theme for World Diabetes Day 2021-23?

CM
K

A
Visual question:
Whose logo is this?

Questions and Answers of the
November 10 edition of the daily quiz:
1. This character in this book inspired the
creation of a character in The Matrix
movie. Ans: Morpheus and The
Sandman

2. This Gaiman novel was adapted into a
feature-length film using stop-motion
animation. Ans: Coraline

3. This episode of Doctor Who explores the
doctor’s relationship with TARDIS. This
actor played the doctor. Ans: The
Doctor’s Wife and Matt Smith

4. The name of the magical, otherworldly
market in Neil Gaiman’s novel
Neverwhere. Ans: London Below

5) In The Graveyard Book, the
protagonist’s family is murdered by called
Somebody Owens. True or false? Ans:
False, his name is Nobody Owens
Visual: The co-writer of the book. Ans:
Terry Pratchett

Early Birds: Rashi Rahul| Kevin Toms
Skaria

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

People are
calling him an
empty vase

My niece suffers from neophobia.
She refuses to watch any other
movie other than her favourites

S. Upendran

“What is the pronunciation of vase?
People pronounce it in different ways”

“That’s true! The British and the
Americans pronounce it very differently.
The Americans make the word rhyme
with ‘face’, ‘base’ and...”

“Case! That’s how my friends and I
pronounce the word.”

“That’s how many Indians pronounce
the word. The British, on the other hand,
pronounce the ‘a’ like the ‘a’ in ‘bath’,
‘path’ and ‘ask’; the final ‘se’ like the ‘z’ in
‘zip” and ‘zoo’. They pronounce the word
‘VAAZ’”

“So, should I pronounce it the way the
British do or...”

“That’s up to you! You know what the
word ‘vase’ means, right?”

“Of course, I do! It’s a container in
which people generally place flowers.”

“That’s right! It’s one of the meanings
of the word, anyway.”

“My friend has a collection of vases.”

“That’s nice. Do you know what the
expression ‘empty vase’ means?”

“Empty vase? It’s probably a vase
without any flowers in it.”

“When you refer to an individual as an
‘empty vase’, what does it mean?”

“The individual is like an empty vase.
He has nothing inside his head.”

“Very good! That’s exactly what it
means. When you say that someone is an
empty vase, what you mean is that the
individual is not very bright.”

“To put it more bluntly, he’s stupid.”

“I guess you could say that.”

“In other words, you can look at him,
but can’t have a meaningful conversation
with him.”

‘That’s right! Here’s an example. I met
Prashant’s wife, Geetha, last week. She’s
not only beautiful but also very bright.
Definitely not an empty vase.”

“One can’t say the same thing about
Prashant, though. He’s nothing more than
an empty vase.”

“Prashant’s younger brother, on the
other hand, is very bright. Unfortunately,
he doesn’t talk much. It takes him time to
get to know someone. As a result, a lot of
people write him off as an empty vase.”

“That’s true! He is awkward with
people. He’s not particularly fond of....”

“The problem with him is he doesn’t
like to do anything new. In fact, I would
say that he’s really terrified of trying or
doing anything new. He’s not...”

“The poor chap probably suffers from
neophobia.”

“Neophobia? I know that ‘phobia’
means the fear of something. But what..”

“And ‘neo’ means ‘new’. Neophobia is
the fear of new things. My grandmother
refuses to use any of the modern gadgets
like the cell phone and the computer. The
doctor says it could be a case of
neophobia.”

“My cousin suffers from neophobia. So,
whenever he goes to a restaurant, he’ll
order the same dish.”

upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day

Refulgent:

radiating or as if radiating light

Synonyms: beaming, radiant, effulgent

Usage: we saw a refulgent sunset today.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/refulgentpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /1afaldzant/

Yy

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Retail inflation eases
to 4.87% in October

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is unlikely to low-
er interest rates anytime soon especially as the
food price situation remains sticky and reversed
its sequential direction from a 2.2% month-on-
month drop in September. The RBI has recently
vowed to remain focused on price rise till it sus-
tains around its 4% target, rather than be satisfied
with inflation prints between the 4% mark and the
upper tolerance threshold of 6%. While there was
some slight relief in the inflation rates for cereals
(from 11% in September to 10.65% in October),
meat and fish (from 4.1% to 3.3%), milk (down
6.44%) and spices, which remained elevated at
22.8% in October, these were offset by gains on
other fronts. The pace of price rise in key protein
sources like pulses and eggs accelerated sharply
to 18.8% and 9.3%, respectively, inflation in fruits
and sugar picked up pace to hit 9.34% and 5.5%.

Ex-PM Cameron in,
Suella Braverman out

Members of the British government are normally
also members of one of the U.K. Houses of Parlia-
ment. Although he had been away from active pol-
itics for seven years, his experience as Prime Mi-
nister and Conservative Party leader would help
him in assisting Mr. Sunak meet “vital” global
challenges, Mr. Cameron said.

“Though I may have disagreed with some indi-
vidual decisions, it is clear to me that Rishi Sunak
is a strong and capable Prime Minister, who is
showing exemplary leadership at a difficult time. I
want to help him to deliver the security and pros-
perity,” Mr. Cameron wrote in a lengthy statement
posted on X (formerly Twitter). He had recently
criticised Mr. Sunak’s decision to cancel the re-
mainder of the High Speed Rail 2 project in the
North of England.

Mr. Cameron’s tenure as Prime Minister bet-
ween 2010 and 2016 was most noted for the deep-
ly divisive Brexit referendum which resulted in
the UK. leaving the E.U. In a more recent contro-
versy, BBC Panorama had reported in 2021 that
Mr. Cameron had received approximately $10 mil-
lion in return for promoting discredited finance
company Greensill Capital. Mr. Cameron also con-
tinues to be criticised for his close ties with the
Chinese government, having presided over a diffe-
rent era (a “golden era” as per his then Chancellor
George Osborne) of U.K.-China ties when he was
the Prime Minister.

More to say: Braverman
After news of her sacking spread, Ms. Braverman
said it was the highest privilege of her life to have
served as Home Secretary.

“I will have more to say in due course,” she
said, according to news agency PA Media.

The former minister’s track record of contro-
versial comments include remarks made earlier
this month that many homeless people were liv-
ing in tents as a “lifestyle choice”. In October
2022, Ms. Braverman, the daughter of migrants of
Indian descent from Africa, had said it was her
“dream” and “obsession” to see asylum seekers
being taken in a flight from the U.K. to Rwanda.
Her comments on Indian citizens comprising the
largest group of overstayers in the U.K. ruffled
feathers in the Indian government, complicating
trade talks between the two countries.

The criticism of Ms. Braverman is not uniform
across her party, however, and she continues to
enjoy support from the right flank of the Conser-
vative Party — including from members of the
backbench Common Sense Group and the New
Conservatives. There is also speculation that the
former Home Secretary may have her eye on the
top job at No. 10 Downing Street. Significantly, the
U.K. Supreme Court will rule on the legality of the
Rwanda policy on Wednesday.

Even with Ms. Braverman out, the Home Office
will continue to seek to reduce illegal migration in
line with the Sunak government policy.

“The goal is clear. My job is to keep people in
this country safe,” Mr. Cleverly said in his new
post. He said he was “absolutely committed” to
another one of the Conservative government’s pet
projects — stopping boats carrying migrants
across the English Channel from arriving in the
U.K. Other changes made by Mr. Sunak involved
appointing former Financial Secretary Victoria At-
kins as Health Secretary, replacing Steve Barclay
who in turn replaced Théréese Coffey as Environ-
ment Secretary. “New titles, same old Tories,”
London’s (Labour) Mayor Sadiq Khan wrote as he
called for a general election to be held now. The
U.K. is heading towards the polls with Mr. Sunak
required to call elections before January 2025.

Nine dead in a fire in
Hyderabad building

“We suspect that the watchman might have set
fire to the garbage swept up in the morning,
which might have had crackers. However, this is
still being investigated,” the official said.

K. Madhusudana Rao, District Fire Officer, Se-
cunderabad, said the fire had initially started at
the stilt of the building, which was filled with
chemicals in plastic drums and other inflammable
materials. The fire then quickly spread to all the
upper floors. Ramesh Jaiswal, who has been iden-
tified as the owner of the stored chemicals, has
been booked under Section 304 (II) (culpable
homicide not amounting to murder) of the IPC.
“He is absconding,” the police said.

CM
K

40 workers trapped in tunnel in
Uttarkashi safe; rescue efforts on

Oxygen and food being supplied to the workers; multi-agency rescue operation involving NDRF, SDRF, ITBP and police

under way; the trapped men have also received a walkie-talkie and communicating with rescue personnel, say officials

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

escue teams are
Rracing against time
to save the 40 la-

bourers trapped after a
portion of an under-con-
struction tunnel collapsed
in Uttarkashi district of Ut-
tarakhand early on Sun-
day.

The tunnel, being built
by National Highways and
Infrastructure ~ Develop-
ment Corporation Ltd.
(NHIDCL) in Silkyara, is
part of the Char Dham all-
weather road project,
which aims to reduce the
distance between Uttar-
kashi and Yamunotri town
by 26 km.

Officials of the National
and State Disaster Res-
ponse Forces have esta-
blished contact with the
trapped labourers. The la-
bourers, who sought food,
told the officials they were
safe and had adequate wa-
ter inside for a few days.
Oxygen is being pumped
into the collapsed area
through a pipe.

The State Disaster Res-
ponse Force (SDRF) said
the tunnel collapsed at
5.30 a.m. on Sunday. The
rescue teams were imme-
diately rushed to the spot.
They pushed a pipe
through the debris through

Race against time: Members of the Uttarakhand State Disaster Response Force during an operation to
rescue 40 workers trapped inside a collapsed road tunnel in Uttarkashi district. AP

which they sent a walkie-
talkie to the trapped work-
ers.

Superintendent of Pol-
ice Arpan Yaduvanshi said
communication was esta-
blished with the trapped
workers within hours of
the accident. “Initially, the
workers panicked, but we
managed to pacify them by
explaining our rescue op-
erations. They said there is
no shortage of oxygen as
no one is complaining
about breathing issues. We
are sending raw food mate-
rials,” he added.

“There are 75 police per-
sonnel involved in the res-

cue operations along with
25 fire services personnel,
one platoon of PAC (Pro-
vincial Armed Constabul-
ary), 25 people from the
SDRF, 35 from the NDREF,
and 25 from the Indo-Tibe-
tan Border Police. Our
teams are running against
time in the chilly weather
to ensure that every work-
er trapped inside the tun-
nel is evacuated safely,” Mr.
Yaduvanshi said.

NHIDCL officials said
that by their duty roster, of
the 40 workers, 15 are from
Jharkhand, eight from Ut-
tar Pradesh, five from Od-
isha, four from Bihar, three

from West Bengal and two
each from Uttarakhand
and Assam. One is from Hi-
machal Pradesh

Speaking about the res-
cue operations, the techni-
cal team of the NHIDCL
said debris was being re-
moved at a fast pace.

“We are removing the
loose earth continuously
along with shotcrete [con-
crete or mortar sprayed
with either a dry or wet
mix process] to push
through a 900-mm diame-
ter steel pipe to evacuate
the workforce through it.
An expert team from the Ir-
rigation Department is

reaching the project site
for assistance,” it said.

Till Monday night, 21
metres of collapsed area
was cleared, but falling de-
bris posed a hindrance in
the work.

The State government
said the 4,531-metre-long
tunnel was being con-
structed for the benefit of
the Char Dham pilgrims as
it would save their travell-
ing time by around one
hour, avoiding steep,
mountainous and narrow
roads prone to accidents
and landslips.

The existing road, if wi-
dened, would have com-
pletely destroyed the rich
flora and fauna of the Radi
top mountains with thick
cover of rhododendrons.

Ranjeet Kumar Sinha,
State Disaster Management
Secretary, said the acci-
dent happened as the area
had soft rock that col-
lapsed under pressure.

“We will see what can
be done about the rock na-
ture, but currently our
primary task is to rescue
people safely, which is ex-
pected by Wednesday
morning,” Mr. Sinha said.

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami visited the
site on Monday to take the
stock of the situation. The
CM directed the officials to
speed up the rescue work.

Mahua Moitra
appointed
Trinamool
district chief

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

The Trinamool Congress
on Monday appointed Ma-
hua Moitra president of the
party’s Krishnanagar unit.
Ms. Moitra has been given
the task of strengthening
the party at a time when
she is facing recommenda-
tions from the Ethics Com-
mittee of the Lok Sabha for
expulsion from the House
in a cash-for-query row.

She has replaced Kallol
Khan as the district presi-
dent of Krishnanagar in
Nadia district. The MP took
to social media and
thanked party chairperson
Mamata Banerjee. “Thank
you @MamataOfficial and
@AITCofficial for appoint-
ing me District President of
Krishnanagar (Nadia
North). Will always work
with the party for the peo-
ple of Krishnanagar,” she
said on X.

Ms. Moitra won the
Krishnanagar Lok Sabha
seat in 2019 with a margin
of over 60,000 votes and
the new appointment was
an indication that the party
may field her again from
the same seat in the Lok
Sabha election.

The Trinamool leader-
ship on November 9 put its
weight behind Ms. Moitra
by raising questions on the
decision of the commiittee,
alleging that it was a move
to stifle the MP’s voice in
the House.

Centre extends UAPA ban on eight
Meitel extremist organisations

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
on Monday extended the
ban under the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA) against eight “Mei-
tei extremist organisa-
tions” for advocating se-
cession of Manipur from
India through armed strug-
gle. It declared the eight
outfits “unlawful associa-
tions” for inciting indige-
nous people of Manipur for
such secession, a notifica-
tion said.

The organisations in-
clude the Peoples’ Libera-
tion Army, known as PLA,
and its political wing, the
Revolutionary  Peoples’
Front (RPF); the United Na-
tional Liberation Front
(UNLF) and its armed
wing, the Manipur Peo-
ples’ Army (MPA); the Peo-

e

The Union government
is of the opinion that

the activities of the
organisations are
detrimental to India’s
sovereignty and integrity
MHA NOTIFICATION

ples’ Revolutionary Party
of Kangleipak (PREPAK)
and its armed wing, the
‘Red Army’; the Kanglei-
pak Communist Party
(KCP) and its armed wing,
also called the ‘Red Army’;
the Kanglei Yaol Kanba
Lup (KYKL); the Coordina-
tion Committee (CorCom);
and the Alliance for Social-
ist Unity Kangleipak
(ASUK).

It added that the Central
government is of the opi-

nion that the outfits have
been engaging in activities
prejudicial to the sove-
reignty and integrity of In-
dia; employing and engag-
ing in armed means to
achieve their objectives; at-
tacking and killing the se-
curity forces, police and ci-
vilians in Manipur;
indulging in acts of intimi-
dation, extortion and loot-
ing of civilian population
for collection of funds;
making contact with sourc-
es abroad for influencing
public opinion and for se-
curing their assistance by
way of arms and training
for the purpose of achiev-
ing their secessionist ob-
jective and maintaining
camps in neighbouring
countries for the purpose
of sanctuaries, training
and clandestine procure-
ment of arms and ammuni-
tion.

It said that the govern-
ment is of the opinion that
the activities of the organi-
sations are detrimental to
the sovereignty and inte-
grity of India and that they
are unlawful associations.

It said if there is no im-
mediate curb and control
on the activities, they will
take the opportunity to
“mobilise their cadres for
escalating their secession-
ist, subversive, terrorist
and violent activities; pro-
pagate anti-national activi-
ties in collusion with forces
inimical to sovereignty and
integrity of India; indulge
in killings of civilians and
targeting of the police and
security force personnel;
procure and induct illegal
arms and ammunitions
from across the interna-
tional border; and extort
and collect huge funds
from public.”

1400 Myanmar
citizens take refuge
in Mizoram, one dead

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

Some 1,400 Myanmar na-
tionals took refuge in
Champhai district of Mizo-
ram early on Monday
morning following an in-
tense gunfight between the
Myanmar Army and pro-
democracy militias in Chin
State across India’s border.

Among the refugees
were 16 people injured in
the shelling by the Myan-
mar Army, while one
Myanmar national was
killed on the Indian side of
the border in the district’s
Zokhawthar area after be-
ing hit by shrapnel, offi-
cials said. The person was
hit by a “metallic object”
after a bomb exploded
across the Tiau river that
marks almost half the 510-
km border between the

two countries, officials
said.
Champhai Deputy Com-

missioner James Lalrinch-
hana said the fighting
across the border started
on Sunday evening and
ended on Monday morn-
ing. He confirmed reports
of bombing close to the In-
ternational Border and
said officials have been
asked to assess the situa-
tion in Zokhawthar, about
42 km from Champhai, the
district’s headquarters.

Assam Rifles officials
said the situation along the
border has been tense with
many people from villages
and towns in the bordering
areas of Myanmar having
crossed over. A local police
officer said a Myanmar na-
tional, hit by shrapnel,
died soon after crossing
the border.

T.N. to drop
prison rules
derived from
British-era laws

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu will soon re-
place its decades-old pri-
son manual derived from
the jail laws of the British
era with a new set of rules
that will be guided by the
Model Prisons and Correc-
tional Services Act, 2023.
The draft of the new pri-
son manual will be sent to
the State government for
approval. Amaraesh Puja-
ri, Director-General of Pol-
ice, Prisons and Correc-
tional Services, is hopeful
the process will be com-
pleted in a few months.
The Tamil Nadu Prison
Manual, which governs the
administration and man-
agement of prisons, is de-
rived mainly from the Pri-
sons Act, 1894, and the
Prisoners Act, 1900.

Votes on UN draft resolutions criticising Israel were
routine, regular stance maintained, says Union govt.

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

India’s position on the Un-
ited Nations votes that
dealt with draft resolutions
criticising Israel last week
were ‘routine’ and reflect
its position on the same re-
solutions that are passed
regularly each year, offi-
cials said, differentiating
these from the UN General
Assembly ceasefire resolu-
tion in October, when In-
dia had abstained.

On  Thursday, the
Fourth Committee of the
UNGA had voted to clear
six resolutions that criti-
cise Israel and support aid
for Palestinians in the Oc-
cupied Territories and re-
fugees elsewhere. India
voted in favour of five of
the six resolutions, ab-
staining in one resolution
that deal with investigating
Israeli practices and opera-

In solidarity: UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres observing a
minute of silence in memory of those killed in Gaza on Monday. AFP

tions for human rights
violations.

Of most significance was
the vote criticising “Israeli
settlements in the Occu-
pied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem,
and the occupied Syrian
Golan” that ‘condemns’ Is-
raeli demolitions of Palesti-
nian villages and calls the
occupation of those villag-
es by Israeli settlers ‘ille-

gal’, which India voted in
favour of. The vote by India
came despite statements
by the envoys of Israel and
the U.S., who called upon
members to vote against
the resolutions which will
be taken up at the UNGA
plenary session, most like-
ly in December.

The U.S. envoy called
the resolutions “one-sid-
ed”. “This year, we call on

you to vote against the re-
solutions because of what
is not mentioned in the re-
solutions despite the Ha-
mas terror attack against
Israel on October 7. There
is no mention of war
crimes by Hamas. So vote
against the resolutions,”
the Israeli envoy said.
India’s vote in favour of
most of the resolutions on
November 9 had led to
speculation and commen-
tary that the government
had had another ‘rethink’
on its UN voting policy. On
October 26, India had ab-
stained from the resolution
at the Special Emergency
Session, calling for an im-
mediate ceasefire to Israeli
operations, which was a
shift in position seen as fa-
vouring Israel. At the time,
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) had said that it
had changed its vote from
the past, to an ‘abstention’,

to demonstrate its “zero
tolerance” policy on terro-
rism, and that it could not
vote in favour of resolu-
tions that didn’t directly re-
ference the attack.

When asked about why
India had voted for the five
draft resolutions last week
that were critical of Israel,
and which did not refer to
the issue of Hamas attacks
or the return of hostages,
an official explained that
the draft resolutions are
“annual, regular resolu-
tions” that were routine,
adding that the October 27
ceasefire resolution was a
special vote that had taken
place against the backdrop
of the October 7 and Gaza
incidents. However, form-
er diplomats said that India
has shifted its stand to a
more ‘transactional’ one,
balancing ties with Israel
and the traditional policy
on Palestine.
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Cong. nurtures
hatred towards
OBCs, says Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday accused the
Congress of nurturing hatred
towards the Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) and failing to
provide reservation to OBCs
despite being in power.

Addressing poll rallies in
Chhattisgarh, Mr. Modi said
that by abusing him, Congress
leaders had been abusing the
entire OBC community.

Without naming anyone, he
took a jibe at Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, saying some
“mahagyani leaders are
nowadays publicising my caste
in their gathering; they go on
saying that Modi is an OBC”.
“What the Congress did for
five years to the Sahu
community of the State is not
hidden from anyone,” he said.
The Sahu community is one
of the key OBC communities in
the State. The Congress pegs
the OBC population at just
over 43% and has promised a
caste survey if voted to power.

MIZORAM » MADHYA PRADESH » RAJASTHAN » CHHATTISGARH » TELANGANA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addressing a poll rally in
Mahasamund on Monday. ANI

BJP leaders to
address rallies
in Rajasthan

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will address three public
meetings in poll-bound
Rajasthan this week, an official
statement said on Monday.

Mr. Modi will address a
meeting in Barmer district on
November 15. He will also
address public meetings in
Bharatpur and Nagaur on
November 18, it said.

On November 16, Union

Home Minister Amit Shah will
address a public meeting in
Tonks Deoli. He will also
address meetings in the
Kumbhalgarh and Bhim
constituencies.

On November 18, Mr. Shah
will address public meetings in
Hindoli of Bundi and the
Masuda and Nasirabad
constituencies in Ajmer.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman will reach
Jaipur on Tuesday to address
party workers in Kishanpole
and Adarsh Nagar
constituencies. pri

Can those who
Q are in politics
for their sons and
daughters do good for
the country? This can be
done only by Modi’s BJP
and his group of patriots

AMIT SHAH
Union Home Minister

Diplomats to
observe BJP’s
poll campaign

The BJP on Monday said that a
three-member delegation of
diplomats will be visiting
Indore on November 14-15 to
get a “first hand insight” into
the party’s campaign, as part
of its “Know BJP” outreach.
The programme, launched
by party chief J. P. Nadda has
organised many meetings
between him and members of
diplomatic corp in New Delhi.

They [the BJP]
released the

manifesto during the last
days of the Assembly
election and copied
everything from the
Congress manifesto

KAMAL NATH
Congress leader

Trading barbs: Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
addressing a rally in Neemkathana, ahead of the State
Assembly elections. ANI

Udaipur tailor’s
killers were BJP
workers, alleges
Ashok Gehlot

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

ccusing the Bharatiya Janata Party
A (BJP) of whipping up communal

passions ahead of the Assembly
election, Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot said Udaipur tailor Kanhaiya Lal was
killed by BJP workers who had been released
from police detention under party pressure a
few days before the murder in June last year.

“The culprits have links with the BJP. The
police had arrested them in some other case,
but BJP leaders visited the police station to
get them released,” Mr. Gehlot said at a
meeting of Congress workers in Jodhpur on
Sunday. He said the accused were caught by
the police within three hours of Mr. Lal’s
murder, but the NIA took over the case the
same night.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had said at
an election rally in Udaipur last week that the
Congress was “sympathetic to terrorists”, and
accused the State government of pursuing a
policy of appeasement that helped terrorists.
Mr. Modi was referring to Mr. Lal’s murder by
two assailants.

Mr. Gehlot said the progress in the case
was not known since the NIA took it over
from the State police.

“Had the Special Operations Group (SOG)
of the Rajasthan police handled the case, the
probe would have reached a logical
conclusion by now,” he said.

The Chief Minister said the pace of
investigation had been “purposefully kept
slow”, as the BJP intended to turn the case
into an election issue to polarise the voters on
communal lines. The two cleaver-wielding
men, who had allegedly murdered Mr. Lal in
broad daylight at his shop, had accused him
of supporting those who had made some
controversial remarks.

Mr. Gehlot pointed out that the BJP
leaders, including the Leader of the
Opposition, had left for a conference in
Hyderabad immediately after the Udaipur
incident, while the Congress acted with all
seriousness. “I cancelled all my programmes
in Jaipur and left for Udaipur the moment I
came to know of the incident,” he said.

Mr. Gehlot said the BJP’s Hindutva agenda
would not work in Rajasthan, as the
Assembly polls were being fought with
development at the centre stage. “They
exploited Lord Hanuman in the Karnataka
election but had to bite the dust. They will
not succeed here with this strategy, as
Rajasthan has emerged as a model State
following the State government’s welfare
measures.”

BJP refutes allegations

Denying the allegations, the BJP’s election
in-charge for western Rajasthan, Rajendra
Gehlot, asked if the accused had been caught
by the police, why were they let off.

“It is the State government’s weakness if
they were let off by the police. The State
government has information and complaints
had been given to the police but in spite of
that, such a heinous crime was allowed to
take place,” the BJP leader said.

(With PTI inputs)
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In Madhya Pradesh, no groundswell of
support for Cong.s caste survey pitch

A party leader says the survey is a bigger issue at the national level and that local issues are dominating the political space in the State; BJP has

kept relatively quiet on the subject and is expected to observe its impact before devising a strategy to counter the narrative of the Congress

GROUND REPORT

Mehul Malpani
SHIVPURI/NARMADAPURAM

n alaav (bonfire) is
Alit around 9 p.m.
outside a dhaba in

Shahpur of Betul district
with some men gathered
around it. While the alaav
announces the arrival of
winter, the conversations
around it vary. However,
with the Madhya Pradesh
Assembly election ap-
proaching fast, the polls
dominate the conversa-
tions in these gatherings.
Manohar Wagadre, an
electronics shop owner in
Shahpur town, who hails
from the Other Backward
Class (OBC) community,
expresses his disapproval
for an exercise to find out
the caste-based population
in his State or the country.
He says, “It will again pro-
mote enmity between peo-
ple and take us back to the
days of caste-based polit-
ics. It can get really ugly.”
Dubbing it as the party’s
“primary agenda” for the
November 17 Assembly
polls, the top leadership of
the Congress has promised
a caste-based population
survey if voted to power in
Madhya Pradesh. In the
past one month, almost all
of Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi’s speeches in Mad-
hya Pradesh have been
dominated by the poll
plank, aimed at winning
over the OBCs and the tri-
bal people who make up
nearly 50% and 21% of the
State’s population,
respectively.

While he calls the exer-
cise an “X-Ray” to detect
the problems of the tribal
people, Dalits and Back-
ward Classes, Mr. Gandhi
has devised a simple exam-
ple to explain the need of a
caste census to the OBC
and tribal voters of the
State. At a rally on Novem-
ber 9, Mr. Gandhi said,
“The budget of Madhya
Pradesh is approximately
3.5 lakh crore and Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and his 53
officers decide how the
budget will be spent. Out
of these 53 officers, only
one officer is from the
Backward Class.”

“You [the tribal people
and OBCs] are unem-
ployed because your peo-
ple are not making deci-
sions in the government,”
Mr. Gandhi had said at a
rally soon after the Bihar
government released its re-
port of a caste-based sur-
vey. The Hindu spoke to pe-
ople in many regions of the
State, including Gwalior-
Chambal, Bhopal-Hoshan-
gabad and Mahakoshal,
and found that the issue

Poll plank: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during a roadshow in support of his party candidates, in the
old Bhopal area of Madhya Pradesh on Monday. A.M. FARUQUI

has gained little to no mo-
mentum among the voters
and local  Congress
workers.

Pawan Sharma, a local
Congress leader in Shivpu-
ri, who is campaigning
with the party candidate K.
P. Singh, says that the caste
census issue is not being
discussed during the local
campaigning. “Our cam-
paigning mostly focuses on
local issues. People don’t
know much about caste
census here and we also
don’t try to explain it to
them,” Mr. Sharma told

The Hindu.

“Let the big leaders talk
about it from the stage,
there are different issues
on the ground,” he said.

At Sasai village in the
Kolaras constitituency, Go-
pal Rathore, a farmer, says
that he supports the idea of
caste-based counting of
population but does not
trust the Congress

Chhotu Jatav, a second-
year BA student at a go-
vernment college in Kola-
ras, does not know what a
caste census is. He, howev-
er, has little hopes of get-

ting a job after his gradua-
tion. “There are barely any
jobs here. Instead of wast-
ing my time in prepara-
tions, I will rather join my
father in the field,” he said.
There are also some
who fear an emergence of
a new age of caste politics
in the Hindi heartland.
Chandrakant Jain, a
pharmacy shop owner in
Betul district’s Sarni, said,
“We remember the time af-
ter the Mandal commission
report was implemented
and we certainly do not
want that time back. It will

only bring in more divide
among people.”

A source in the Con-
gress’s Madhya Pradesh
unit admitted that the issue
had not been “as impactful
among the masses as the
party thought it would be”.

“This issue was properly
picked up by the top lea-
dership after the Bihar re-
port came out. Although
we knew that it was diffi-
cult to make it the main
poll issue on the ground,
we had hoped to start a
conversation ahead of the
2024 Lok Sabha polls,” the
leader said on condition of
anonymity. The leader said
the caste census was a big-
ger issue at the national le-
vel and that local issues
were dominating the politi-
cal space in the State.

“This is the reason you
must have noticed that
while other leaders do
mention the promise of
caste census in their ad-
dresses, it is only Rahul ji
who talks about it in de-
tail,” the leader explained,
adding that Mr. Gandhi
was preparing the ground
for the next year’s Lok Sab-
ha polls.

Meanwhile, the BJP has
kept relatively quiet on the
subject and is expected to
observe its impact in the
Assembly polls before de-
vising a strategy to counter
the Congress’ narrative.

Modi, Shah address rallies in M.P, take
jibes at Cong. over crime, Ram Temple

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

A day after Deepavali and
with just four days to go for
the Madhya Pradesh As-
sembly election, top two
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leaders, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah, addressed rallies in
the State to seek votes for
the party as the campaign-
ing enters its final phase.

Addressing a rally in
Barwani district of Madhya
Pradesh, Mr. Modi at-
tacked the Congress and
said that slogans such as
“sar tan se juda” (head re-
moved from the body)
were only possible under
the Congress rule.

“Could we have ever
imagined hearing slogans
like sar tan se juda in In-
dia? But this took place in
the misrule of Congress, in
the land of brave Rajasthan
and in front of a camera,”
the Prime Minister said, re-
ferring to the murder of a
tailor, Kanhaiya Lal, in Ra-
jasthan’s Udaipur last June.

The slogan, which is re-
portedly ascribed to the
punishment for blasphemy
in Islam, had been heard
on multiple occasions in
the country in the wake of
the derogatory remarks on
the Prophet by now-sus-
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Last leg of campaign: Supporters of the BJP at Union Home Minister Amit Shah's public meeting for the
Madhya Pradesh Assembly election, in Chachoura on Monday. ANI

pended BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma. The tailor
was also beheaded in front
of a camera for allegedly
extending his support to
Ms. Sharma.

While Madhya Pradesh
will go to the polls on No-
vember 17, polling in Rajas-
than will take place on No-
vember 25.

Mr. Modi said, “The
Congress has one more
identity and the youth
need to understand this.
Wherever the Congress
comes to power, crime
reaches a high there and
riots become common. It
becomes difficult for peo-
ple to celebrate their festiv-

als. You see in your neigh-
bourhood of Rajasthan.
What all has not happened
there in the past five
years.”

Mr. Shah took on the
Congress and its leader Ra-
hul Gandhi over the issue
of Ram Temple construc-
tion. He accused the Con-
gress of “delaying, mislead-
ing and hindering” the
issue of temple construc-
tion since Independence.

Saying that the Ram
Temple is going to be in-
augurated on January 22,
Mr. Shah said, “Rahul Baba
used to taunt [the BJP] ev-
ery day that ‘the temple
will be built there but will

not tell the date’. Congress
leaders should listen with
open ears, Ram Lalla is go-
ing to be seated in his tem-
ple on 22 January 2024.”

Mr. Shah said that his
party has promised to take
every citizen of Madhya
Pradesh to Ram Temple
free of cost. “The people of
Madhya Pradesh will not
have to spend even a single
rupee to visit Ram Tem-
ple,” he added.

Top leaders of both —
the BJP and the Congress —
have been launching scath-
ing attacks at one another
with just three days left for
the campaigning to con-
clude.

Attacks on BRS leaders

bear mark of Prashant
Kishor: Revanth Reddy

R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD

Telangana Congress presi-
dent A. Revanth Reddy
said the series of sudden
‘attacks’ on Bharat Rashtra
Samiti (BRS) candidates
has a mark of poll strategist
Prashant Kishor. He said it
was a bid to generate sym-
pathy for the ruling party
candidates after having
realised that the BRS was
losing the Telangana As-
sembly election.

“Prashant Kishor is
known to plan such inci-
dents to generate sym-
pathy. Irrespective of the
political party he has
worked with, the attacks
are part of a common stra-
tegy. We have seen this in
West Bengal also,” he said
at a press conference.

Referring to the knife at-
tack on Dubbak BRS candi-
date Kotha Prabhakar Red-
dy and assault on
Achampet candidate Guv-
vala Balaraju, he said the
BRS tried to blame the
Congress and create a nar-
rative as per the directions
of their poll strategists.

Mr. Reddy wanted to
know why the police is not
revealing the remand re-
port of the accused in the
Kotha Prabhakar Reddy

A. Revanth Reddy

case. “Right after the at-
tack, even Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekhar Rao
blamed the Congress in pu-
blic meetings, trying to link
the Congress to the attack.
The BRS leadership took
the same line. However,
the Siddipet Police Com-
missioner told the media
that the accused wanted to
create a sensation with the
attack,” he said, asking
why the BRS is resorting to
such a campaign if not for
the fear of losing elections.
The State Congress chief
said Municipal Administra-
tion Minister K.T. Rama
Rao claimed some attacks
on the BRS are likely part
of social media campaigns
to defame the government.
The Election Commis-
sion of India and the local
election officials should
find out the information
KTR has about these ‘im-
pending attacks’, he said.
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INDIAN NAVY QUIZ

Navy’s school quiz ‘THINQ' to

have 23 international teams

The Indian Navy quiz ‘THINQ’, held for
schoolchildren coinciding with the Navy week
activities, has gone global this year riding on the
partnership and support it has received from the
G-20 Secretariat in a year that marks India’s
presidency of the prestigious G-20, the Navy said
on Monday. The event, also called as the ‘G-20
THINQ’, is being conducted at two levels,
national and international in Mumbai and New
Delhi. “For the international round, invitations
were extended to all G-20+9 nations and an
impressive 23 international teams have indicated
their interest to take part in it at New Delhi on
November 19,” the Navy said in a statement. “The
grand finale is set to take place at the iconic India
Gate, New Delhi on November 23, offering these
bright school students a global stage for
intellectual exchange and competition.” THINQ,
conducted by the Navy and NWWA (Navy
Wellness and Welfare Association) has grown in
popularity and numbers over the years.

Defence Minister holds talks

with his UK. counterpart

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Monday held
a telephonic conversation with the U.K. Secretary
of State for Defence Grant Shapps, during which
the two Ministers discussed a range of defence
and security issues with particular emphasis on
the Indo-Pacific. They briefly reviewed the
ongoing engagements and discussed possible
cooperation in new domains, a Defence Ministry
statement said. “Both Ministers explored ways
and means to develop closer defence relations.”
Mr. Shapps invited Mr. Singh to visit the U.K. in

the near future.

Delhi most polluted city
in world: Swiss survey

Mumbai and Kolkata were other Indian metropolises on the list of 10 most polluted cities after

Deepavali; data show that pollution in parts of the capital was 30 times higher than safe limits

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

n Monday, the day
0 after  Deepavali,
three Indian me-

tropolises figured on the
list of the most polluted ci-
ties in the world compiled
by the Swiss air purifier
company IQAIr.

Delhi was the most pol-
luted city in the world with
an air quality index (AQI)
of 287 followed by Lahore,
Pakistan, at 195. Mumbai,
at 153, and Kolkata, 166,
were among the top 10.
The IQAir’s AQI measures
data from 109 countries,
and the readings change
hourly. It follows a U.S.
methodology and varies
slightly from the Indian
one.

The values are a mea-
sure of the quantities of PM
[particulate matter] 2.5,
considered most harmful
for respiratory health.
Though pollution from fi-
recrackers are short-lived
compared with those from
persistent sources such as
vehicle emission and waste
and biomass burning, the
spike in pollutants has a
pronounced effect on
health.

Air pollution in parts of
Delhi was 30 times the safe
limits prescribed by the
World Health Organization
(WHO), contributed in part
by the firecrackers lit on

Hvd
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Smog screen: Vehicles move amid low visibility in New Delhi,
where an increase in pollution levels was noted after Deepavali. PTI

Sunday night, show figures
from the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee. This is
despite a ban on firecrack-
ers in the city.

Continuing worry

The most updated read-
ings from these cities, as of
Monday, suggested that air
quality is deteriorating,
with several monitoring
stations reporting a value
of 400, classified as the
“severe” category.

The air quality of Delhi
is likely to be in the “sev-
ere” category on Tuesday
and Wednesday, according
to the Centre’s Air Quality
Early Warning System for

Delhi. Air pollution in the
“severe” category “affects
healthy people” and “se-
riously impacts those with
existing diseases”, says the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB).

Another joint analysis
by Climate Trends and Res-
pirer Living Sciences,
which analysed all-India
pollution levels on Deepa-
vali day in several cities, re-
ported that the highest av-
erage PM 2.5 pollution was
reported from Patna, Bi-
har, at 206 microgram per
cubic metre. Just as the
IQAir ranking, it too re-
ports Delhi as being the
most polluted city on the

day after Deepavali. Mean-
while, Bengaluru reported
the lowest levels of PM 2.5
among 11 cities analysed
and their figures were low-
er than last year’s Deepava-
li (October 24), the report
added.

‘Phase out firecrackers’
“Already poor average PM
2.5 levels crossed limits
due to firecrackers in sev-
eral cities. Our analysis
shows that widespread
burning, in defiance of the
Supreme Court orders,
took away the gains (in re-
ducing pollutants) that
were made due to rain.
The cracker industry must
be phased out,” Aarti Khos-
la, director, Climate
Trends, said. “Delhi and
other major cities must not
continue to bear the bur-
den of public health in the
name of hollow support
for traditions. We can look
at community fireworks or
lighting of lamps, as done
in Ayodhya.”

Last week, the hazar-
dous air quality in Delhi,
which the Centre attribut-
ed to stubble burning in
Punjab, prompted emer-
gency measures to be im-
posed, including plans to
impose odd-even rules on
the use of cars as well as ex-
periments with artificial
rain. An unexpected rain
improved air quality by ov-
er 100 percentage points.

Jaishankar meets
newly appointed UK.
Foreign Secretary

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar’s official visit to
London had a surprise
twist on Monday, when he
met with former UK.
Prime Minister and the
country’s newly appointed
Foreign Secretary David
Cameron. Mr. Jaishankar
was scheduled to meet
with James Cleverly as Fo-
reign Secretary, but Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak had
undertaken a major Cabi-
net reshuffle on Monday
morning prior to Mr. Jaish-
ankar’s meeting.

Congratulating him on
his appointment, Mr. Jaish-
ankar said he looked for-
ward to working with Mr.
Cameron closely, adding
that the two Ministers had
held a detailed discussion
on realising the full poten-
tial of the strategic partner-
ship between the two
countries. “Also exchanged
views on the situation in
West Asia, the Ukraine
conflict and the Indo-Pacif-
ic,” he said.

Mr. Jaishankar will meet
Mr. Cleverly in his new ava-
tar as Home Secretary on
Monday.

Earlier on Monday, Mr.
Jaishankar posted on X
that he had met with
another former British
Prime Minister — Tony
Blair, with whom he said
he had discussed bilateral
ties, Africa and West Asia.

With U.K. Defence Se-
cretary Grant Shapps, Mr.

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar with the newly
appointed U.K. Foreign

Secretary David Cameron.

Jaishankar said he had dis-
cussed perspectives on glo-
bal security challenges and
convergences in the two
countries’ approaches.

Defence cooperation

He also discussed enhanc-
ing security and defence
cooperation between India
and the U.K. and oppor-
tunities for manufacturing
(defence-related goods) in
India.

On Sunday, Mr. Jaishan-
kar and his wife, Kyoko
Jaishankar, met with Mr.
Sunak and his wife, Aksha-
ta Murty. The Jaishankars
also visited the Swamina-
rayan temple in London
for Deepavali.

Mr. Jaishankar has mod-
erated a discussion organ-
ised by the Indian High
Commission, London, and
the Foreign Common-
wealth and Development
Office’s (FCDO) Wilton
Park. The Minister is in the
U.K. until the end of Wed-
nesday.

Centre asks States to use
tracking devices on prison
inmates released on parole

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
has said States may use
tracking devices on prison
inmates when they are re-
leased on parole. It also
called for segregation of
hardened criminals from

other category of
criminals.
“The State may use elec-

tronic monitoring technol-
ogy on prisoners under
temporary release/leave
from prison, by making
use of inmate tracking dev-
ices,” the suggestion which
is part of the Model Prisons
and Correctional Services
Act, 2023 that was circulat-
ed to all States in May said.

On Monday, a copy of

People stand outside the main
entrance of the Tihar jail.

the Act was published on
the Ministry’s website.
“Prisoners may be granted
prison leave on the condi-
tion of their willingness to
wear electronic tracking
devices for monitoring the
movement and activities of
such prisoners. Any viola-
tion by the prisoner will at-
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tract cancellation of prison
leave, in addition to dis-
qualification from any pri-
son leave being granted in
future, as may be pre-
scribed under the rules,” it
said.

Earlier this month, the
Jammu and Kashmir Police
introduced GPS tracker an-
klet for monitoring a terror
accused out on bail.

The Act said that appro-
priate and advanced secur-
ity infrastructure and pro-
cedures shall be in place
for the high-risk prisoner
ward in all central and dis-
trict prisons. It also asks
the States to digitise the
prison administration and
integrate the database with
the Interoperable Criminal
Justice System.

12 Dula turned old in Glasgow (4)

‘Foreign degrees in
Indian institutions may
require equivalence’

R. Sujatha
CHENNAI

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has ga-
zetted the regulations for
foreign universities that
plan to set up campuses in
India. But many educators
wonder if the degrees of-
fered by foreign universi-
ties will be accepted by the
UGC, and how the commis-
sion will proceed with the
issue of equivalence for the
degrees.

The UGC’s 2021 regula-
tions permit foreign un-
iversities to collaborate
with Indian higher educa-
tional institutions to offer
twinning, joint, and dual-
degree programmes. It
states that qualifications
awarded under the regula-
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13 Mediterranean herb - it's missing in distinctness (5)

14 Major artist countering major problem - that could be spicy (8)
16 Wash cruddy pants after removing middle part with rest (3,5)
18 Jet's operational without secondary fuel (5)

20 1001 staff? (4)

21 Sewer rats scurrying - starting to chew through salad greens

(10)

23 Device in secret pad automatically rotates (7)

24 Lad eating solitary sausage (7)

25 Stream's passage originally changed by river (6)

26 Ruined sibling's toy (6)
Down

It can add flavour to your old marriage while on vacation (5)

Father pocketed rupees one thousand for spice (7)

A new convert to polyester weaving (9)

Musical style from the past - it's a tad tedious & boring (7)

1
2
3
5 Bad tempered tabloid's heading was intended (5)
6
7

tions “shall be equivalent
to any corresponding de-
gree awarded by the Indian
Higher Educational
Institution”.

The regulations, gazet-
ted on November 8, stipu-
late that “there shall be no
further requirement of
seeking equivalence and
the degree shall have all
benefits, rights and privi-
leges as obtained in case of
a degree awarded by an In-
dian higher education in-
stitution”. Educators in
private universities won-
dered how the regulation
has been introduced when
the UGC Act makes no such
provision. “Through its
regulations, the Ministry of
Education is trying to allow
the entry of foreign institu-
tions,” an educator said.

SUDOKU

Veteran parliamentarian
and CPI(M) leader Basudeb
Acharia passes away at 81

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Basudeb Acharia, veteran
MP, trade union leader and
Central Committee mem-
ber of the Communist Par-
ty of India (Marxist),
passed away on Monday in
a private hospital in Hyde-
rabad. He was 81 and is sur-
vived by two daughters
and a son.

Mr. Acharia represented
the Bankura Lok Sabha
constituency nine times
from 1980 till 2014. He was
born in Bero in Purulia dis-
trict of West Bengal. After
starting his career as a
schoolteacher, he became
a leader of the All Bengal
Teachers’ Association, the
teacher’s wing of the
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Basudeb Acharia

CPI(M).

Mr. Acharia became a
member of the CPI(M) Pu-
rulia district committee in
1981 and was elected to the
West Bengal State commit-
tee in 1985.

He was also a district se-
cretariat member and
elected to the CPI(M) Cen-
tral Committee in 2005.

3
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Long lasting fragrances of devotion

FAITH

He served as the chair-
man of the Central Control
Commission from 2018 to
2022.

CPI(M) general secre-
tary Sitaram Yechury took
to social media to express
‘deepfelt condolences to
his family members’.

“Comrade Basudeb
Acharia was active in the
trade union movement for
a long time. He was a lead-
er of Railway workers, coal
workers, and the DVC
workers. He was arrested
in 1974 during the historic
rail strike. Later, he led ma-
ny trade unions in different
sectors. He was also the
vice president of CITU
(Centre for Indian Trade
Unions),” a statement by
the party said.

more content

Cleansing agents for mind

Body, mind and aatman form a great combination. For the
dust-laden body, we use various cleaning ingredients to
remove and keep our body hygienic, fresh and fragrant.
Velukudi Sri Krishnan Swamy said in a discourse that our
mind may be affected by dirt such as greed, anger, lust,
confusion, jealousy and arrogance. Srimad Bhagavad Gita
Chapter III sloka 40 (Indriyani Mano Buddhi:) says the
senses, the mind and the intellect are the instruments of
desire. Through attachment to sense objects, desire de-

ludes the embodied soul.

Is there any cleansing agent to clean our minds? Path-
anjali Maharshi says in the Yogasastra that there are four
cleansing agents - Maithree, Karuna, Mudhita and
Upeksha. Maithree refers to friendship. We have to be-
friend everyone and avoid hatred and enmity. Karuna de-
notes compassion. If a person finds anyone in distress, he
should help him spontaneously. Mudhita means to treat
the pleasure and pain equally. The contact of senses with
their objects gives rise to feelings of cold and heat, plea-
sure and pain, and they come and go. They occur due to
our karma, and we have to endure them. It may not be ea-
sy. Upeksha refers to not going in pursuit of things. We
have to leave better whatever is not required. These four
will help free us from troubles and make us happy.
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Pakistan opens three new border
crossings to deport Afghans

Pakistan opened three new border crossings to expedite the
deportation of Afghans living in the country illegally. Nearly 3,00,000
Afghans have left Pakistan in recent weeks since authorities started
arresting and deporting foreign nationals after the Oct. 31 deadline
for migrants without legal status to leave the country voluntarily. AP

SEOUL
South Korea, U.S. revise deterrence

MANILA
Philippine court grants bail to

agreement to counter North Korea

jailed ‘drug war’ critic of Duterte

KATHMANDU

Nepal to ban China’s TikTok,
alleges damaging social impact

U.S. and South Korean defence chiefs updated a key military
agreement against nuclear-armed North Korea for the first time in a
decade as they hailed their “stronger than ever” alliance. U.S.
Secretary of Defence Lloyd Austin is in Seoul for an annual security
meeting with his South Korean counterpart Shin Won-sik. AFp

A

A Philippine court ordered the release on bail of former senator
Leila de Lima jailed more than six years ago on drug charges she
said were fabricated to muzzle her investigation of then-President
Rodrigo Duterte’s brutal crackdown on illegal drugs. Human rights
experts across the world have long demanded her release. A

REUTERS
A

Nepalis set to ban China’s TikTok, saying that social harmony and
goodwill were being disturbed by “misuse” of the popular video
app. TikTok has already been either partially or completely banned
by other countries. More than 1,600 TikTok-related cybercrime cases
have been registered over the past four years in Nepal. REUTERS

Eight pro-Iran
fighters dead
in US. strikes
in Syria

Agence France-Presse

At least eight pro-Iran fight-
ers were killed in U.S.
strikes on eastern Syria, a
war monitor said on Mon-
day, a day after Washing-
ton carried out raids in res-
ponse to attacks on
American forces.

The toll is “eight pro-
Iran fighters dead, includ-
ing at least one Syrian, and
Iraqi nationals”, the Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights said, following the
strikes late on Sunday near
the Iraqi border.

It was the third time in
less than three weeks that
the U.S. military has target-
ed locations in Syria it said
were tied to Iran, which
supports various armed
groups that Washington
blames for a spike in at-
tacks on its forces in West
Asia.

The surge is linked to
the war between Israel and
Hamas.

Battles around hospitals in
Gaza force Palestinians to flee

Critically wounded patients, including newborn babies and their caregivers, are left stranded in

hospitals as a result of these attacks that have further led to dwindling supplies and no electricity

Associated Press
DEIR AL-BALAH

attles around hos-
B pitals forced thou-
sands of DPalesti-

nians to flee from some of
the last shelters in north-
ern Gaza, stranding criti-
cally wounded patients, in-
cluding newborns, and
their caregivers with dwin-
dling supplies and no elec-
tricity, health officials said
on Monday.

The Israeli military has
urged Palestinians to flee
south on foot through what
it calls safe corridors. But
its purported drive to sepa-
rate civilians from Hamas
militants has come at a
heavy cost, with more than
two-thirds of the territory’s
population of 2.3 million
having already fled their
homes.

Thousands fled Gaza’s
Shifa Hospital over the

Cursed start: Prematurely born Palestinian babies in Shifa Hospital
in Gaza City on Sunday. AP

weekend as Israeli troops
encircled it, but hundreds
of patients and displaced
people remained, accord-
ing to officials. Shifa “is not
functioning as a hospital
anymore,” World Health
Organization Director-Gen-
eral Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said. A second
Gaza City hospital faces

evacuations after running
out of fuel.

For Palestinians, Shifa
evokes the suffering of civi-
lians. For weeks, staff run-
ning low on supplies have
performed surgery there
on war-wounded patients,
including children, with-
out anesthesia. Up until
days ago, tens of thousands

of people driven from their
homes by airstrikes lived in
and around the complex,
hoping it would be safe.

Israel says Hamas
shields itself among civi-
lians, and that the hospital,
Gaza’s largest, is a prime
example. It says the mili-
tants have a command cen-
ter in and beneath the
medical compound. Israel
has released maps and dia-
grams showing what it says
are bunkers and other Ha-
mas installations in and
around Shifa, but has not
provided any evidence.

Israeli officials recently
released photos and foot-
age showing what they de-
scribed as the opening of a
tunnel next to another hos-
pital, as well as gunmen fir-
ing from inside the build-
ing.

Both Hamas and Shifa
hospital staff deny the Is-
raeli allegations.

Days before new Maldlves

President assumes of

1ce,

Nasheed quits as Speaker

Agence France-Presse
MALE

The Maldives Speaker of
Parliament, Mohamed
Nasheed, resigned on Mon-
day, days before the swear-
ing-in of a new President
following a fiercely contest-
ed election in the Indian
Ocean archipelago.

Parliamentary elections
are not due until the se-
cond quarter of next year,
meaning that President-
elect Mohamed Muizzu —
who takes power on Friday
after winning September
polls — will have to work
with an Opposition-con-
trolled parliament.

Mr. Nasheed, who is also
a former President, decid-
ed to quit from the number
two position in the country
to head off a no-confidence
motion by ruling party le-
gislators, a close aide told
AFD.

“He didn’t want a no-

F_

Mohamed Nasheed

trust vote against him and
decided to resign,” the aide
said.

Mr. Nasheed caught in-
ternational attention for
holding a 2009 Cabinet
meeting underwater to
highlight the threat of glo-
bal warming, signing docu-
ments as officials wore scu-
ba gear with coral reefs in
the background.

He was toppled in a mil-
itary-backed coup in 2012,
convicted on a terrorism
charge and jailed for 13
years.

He left the country on
medical leave and sought
refuge in Britain, returning
to the Maldives after Presi-
dent Ibrahim Mohamed
Solih won the presidency
in 2018 with his backing.

In 2019, Mr. Nasheed be-
came Speaker after his
Maldivian Democratic Par-
ty (MDP) won parliamen-
tary elections, but he quit
the party in June over diffe-
rences with Mr. Solih.

Mr. Nasheed, a world-re-
nowned climate campaign-
er, survived an assassina-
tion attempt in May 2021,
spending five months in
Germany for treatment af-
ter a bomb blast.

There has been no claim
of responsibility, but the
MDP has blamed religious
extremists in the tiny Is-
lamic republic of 3,80,000
Sunni Muslims, which
practises a liberal form of
the religion and is known
for its upmarket tourism.

Ranil presents Budget
aimed at aiding economic
recovery in Sri Lanka

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe on Mon-
day unveiled the country’s
Budget for the fiscal year of
2024, outlining a signifi-
cant increase in expendi-
ture while setting ambi-
tious revenue targets as he
attempts to steer the island
nation out of last year’s de-
bilitating economic crisis.

Terming the task of eco-
nomic revival following
bankruptcy a “formidable”
one, Mr. Wickremesinghe,
who is also the Finance Mi-
nister, told Parliament:
“Our country’s situation is
now better than what it
was a year ago. I am not
saying that the economy
has recovered completely.
It has become compara-
tively better.”

The largest component
of government expendi-
ture, Mr. Wickremesinghe
said, went towards three
areas — public sector salar-
ies, pensions and public
welfare, and payment of
interest on the govern-
ment’s debt. According to
figures published in the
Budget document, the
highest expenditure
among those will be in-
curred on servicing the
country’s debt and paying
the interest. On the other
hand, while Mr. Wickre-
mesinghe acknowledged
the government had
“failed to generate” the tar-
geted revenue of LKR 2.8
trillion for 2023, his Budget
set an even higher target of
LKR 4.1 trillion for 2024.

Commenting on the
proposals, Umesh Mora-

CM
K

Ranil Wickremesinghe

mudali, an economist at
the University of Colombo,
said that although the Bud-
get was largely focused on
continuing the exercise of
“stabilising” the economy,
with revenue-based conso-
lidation, it included “politi-
cally popular” expenditure
proposals such as the pro-
mised hike for public sec-
tor workers. “The govern-
ment says they want to
make cash transfers to 2
million people, but 183 bil-
lion rupees [LKR] does not
seem sufficient for that,”
he contended.

Overlooked problems

The Feminist Collective for
Economic Justice, an is-
land-wide group of re-
searchers and activists stu-
dying the impact of the
crisis on women and the
working people, said that
its concerns over the go-
vernment’s social security
programme excluding ma-
ny of the poor, remain.
Further, the Budget does
not offer any substantive
policy intervention or bud-
getary allocation to ad-
dress challenges such as in-
creasing malnutrition

among children or food in-
security, while many Sri

Lankans, especially chil-
dren, continue to survive
on just one meal a day, ob-
served Niyanthini Kadirga-
mar, a member of the
Collective.

“On the expenditure
side, we see a considerable
chunk of the Budget going
towards the repayment of
interest on the govern-
ment’s loans. As for reve-
nue, the government ap-
pears to have high
expectations, mainly by
collecting indirect taxes.
But that would only furth-
er increase the burden on
the poor,” she said.

Multiple studies, includ-
ing by the World Bank,
have pointed to growing
poverty levels in Sri Lanka.
While Mr. Wickremesinghe
pointed to the reducing
rate of inflation, he admit-
ted that “we still could not
correspondingly increase
salaries and income to
match the high cost of liv-
ing which increased due to
this severe crisis. The in-
crease in prices of fuel and
electricity adversely im-
pacted all households.”

Authorities frequently
point to the drop in the
rate of inflation — 1.5 % in
October 2023 — but rarely
mention that it is over and
above the 70% witnessed
last year.

Leader of Opposition
Sajith Premadasa called
the Budget as a “media cir-
cus”, while prominent Op-
position voice and Leader
of the National Peoples
Power (NPP) Anura Kuma-
ra Dissanayake said the
Budget was based on
“seeking [more] loans”
and “selling state assets”.

Pakistan and China
Navies to carry out
joint sea patrol

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

China and Pakistan are
conducting the third edi-
tion of the Sea Guardian-3
bilateral naval exercise in
the northern Arabian Sea
with Chinese media re-
porting that the two sides
will also hold their maiden
joint maritime patrol. The
exercise is scheduled from
November 11 to 17.

The exercise comes just
a day after the 2+2 Ministe-
rial dialogue between In-
dia and the U.S. where
maritime security in the In-
do-Pacific was in focus and
New Delhi announced its
decision to become a full-
member of the Bahrain-
based U.S.-led multilateral
grouping Combined Mari-
time Forces (CMF), of
which Pakistan is also a
member.

The exercise also comes
days after Russia and
Myanmar held their first
naval exercise in the Anda-
man Sea.

China’s People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) Navy has

The exercise comes
just a day after the

2+2 Ministerial
dialogue between
India and the U.S.

rine for the exercise. “Chi-
na and Pakistan will con-
duct their first joint
maritime patrol and will al-
so exchange observers.
The Chinese observers will
participate with a Pakistani
anti-submarine patrol air-
craft,” the official Chinese

Army news portal
reported.
Other ammunitions

In addition to the conven-
tional submarine, the PLA
Navy has deployed guided-
missile destroyer Zibo,
guided-missile frigates
Jingzhou and Linyi along
with two shipborne heli-
copters and supply ship
Qiandaohu, lead ship of
the Type 903 replenish-
ment ships. Pakistani Navy
has deployed nine vessels
along with three shipborne
helicopters, four fighter

Iran hangs
three over
2019 bombing
attacks

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Iran hanged on Monday
three men who were con-
victed of carrying out the
2019 bombing attacks in
the restive southeastern
province of Sistan-Balu-
chistan, the judiciary said.

The three men were
sentenced to death after
they were found guilty of
bombing attacks targeting
a police station and a pa-
trol vehicle in Zahedan,
the capital of Sistan-Balu-
chistan province.

The defendants were al-
so convicted over “receiv-
ing military training, trans-
ferring and hiding
bomb-making materials”.

They were also found
guilty of being part of the
Sunni jihadist Jaish al-Adl
(Army of Justice) group,
which was formed in 2012
and is blacklisted by Iran as
a “terrorist” organisation,
the judiciary’s Mizan web-
site said. Iran executes
more people per year than
any other nation except
China, according to human

@ ICAR - CENTRAL TOBACCO RESEARCH INSTITUTE i
/ RAJAHMUNDRY - 533 105, A.P., INDIA

Web-site : hitps:/ictri.icar.gov.in PBX Phones : 0883-2449871-74

No.F.1(1)(Scientist-11)/2023-24/Adm.| Date

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

Applications for the postions of Project Scientist-Il/
Research Associate/Young Professionals-ll & | at
ICAR-CTRI, Rajahmundry on contractual & co-terminus
basis are invited. The complete notification regarding
eligibility etc., is made available on ICAR-CTRI website.
The applications should reach this office within 20 days

from the date of this notification.
(V.BHAGYA LAKSHMI)

ADMINISTRTIVE OFFICER

1 14.11.2023

LOOK OUT NOTICE

2) Pranav involved Peruvannamoozhi Police Station
Crime No. 133/2023 U/s 143, 147, 148, 341, 323,
324, riw 149 IPC Added Section 326 IPC Case and
1) Vipin Lal also involved in Peruvannamoozhi
Police Station Crime No. 134/2023 U/s 354, 354(A)
(1)(i) 8,7 of POCSO Act the accused in the case.
Accused has been absconding since 20.04.2023.
If any information receives regarding this persons kindly
inform in the below mentioned telephone numbers.

Inspector SHO, Peruvannamoozhi Police Station
9497947317

Sub  Inspector,
9497980791

1) VIPIN LAL, Age: 24,

Slo GOPALAN,

KANIYAM KANDY (HO),

AVADUKKA (PO),
KOZHIKODE

Peruvannamoozhi Police Station

2) PRANAV, (Age: 31),
S/0 PRAKASHAN,
VADAKKE THAYYIL (HO),
THANDORAPPARA (PO),
KOZHIKODE

3092/F2/2023/I&PRD

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY e-Tender Notice

Tender No : 253/2023-24/KWA/PHC/TVLA(Rt-3), 254/2023-24/KWA/PHC/TVLA(Rt-3), 255/2023-24/KWA/PHC/
TVLA (Rt-3), 256/2023-24/KWA/ PHC/TVLA (Rt-3) 1) JUJM - RWSS to Chittar- Design, Construction and commissioning
of 8 MLD WTP and allied works including O&M for 3 years. 2) JJM - 5th SWSM - WSS to Pramadom and V. Kottayam
Villages - Construction and Commissioning of 9m dia Intake Well Cum Pump house, Raw water Pumping mains, Raw
water Pump sets, Transformer and allied works including road restoration charges. 3) JJM - Pandalam Thekkekara
and Thumpamon pts : Construction of 5.5 LL OHSR at Keerukuzhy, 9.5 LL OHSR at Thaliyattukulam and 6.0 LL OHSR
at Malappuram and allied works. 4) JJM - 5th SLSSC Kurichy Grama Panchayath - Demolishing damaged OHSR and
Constructing 7.00 LL capacity OHSR, laying Pumping and distribution mains, pump sets including road restoration.
EMD : Rs. 200000, 200000, 200000, 500000, Tender fee : Rs. 13010, 13010,13010,19518, Last Date for submitting
Tender : 28-11-2023 02:00:pm, Phone : 0469-2600162, Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in
Superintending Engineer
PH Circle, Pathanamthitta

KWA-JB-GL-6-1578-2023-24

deployed a Type-093 Song  jets and one maritime pa- | Tights groups including
class diesel-electric subma-  trol aircraft. Amnesty International.
ODISHA MINING CORPORATION LIMITED g (i}DISHA
OMC House, Bhubaneswar-751001, Odisha WEW OFPORTUNITIES
CIN: U131000R1956SGC000313, www.omcltd.in
No. 18618/OMC/Persnl.[2023 Date: 13/11/2023

ADDENDUM

In continuation to the Advertisement No. 81/OMC dated 13.10.2023, the last date of
receipt of application for the post of General Manager (Geology) in E-7 Grade, which
was on 13.11.2023, is hereby extended up to 28.11.2023.

Candidates already applied against this Advt. need not apply again.
All other terms & conditions of the above advertisement shall remain unchanged.

N.B. Candidates are advised to visit OMC website regularly for further updates.

General Manager (P & A)

Sd/-

[« BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly owned by Government of Karnataka undertaking)

(CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through e-procurement)

BESCOM invites tenders through e-procurement platform
from eligible Bidders for Enquiry Nos.: BESCOM/2023-24/
UC/WORK_INDENT38 and BESCOM/2023-24/UC/WORK_
INDENT39 for “Repairs / Rectification of faults in HT/LT
Underground Cable in East & South Circle jurisdiction of
BESCOM for a period of two years on total turnkey basis”.
Bid documents available: 16.11.2023. Last date for
bid submission: 01.12.2023 15:00 Hrs. Opening of bid
documents: 02.12.2023 15:15 Hrs.

The Tenders can be obtained through kppp portal web-site
http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Aspiring Bidders need to
register on kppp portal. Further Bidders can take assistance
with kppp help desk contact numbers (+91-8046010000, +91-
8068948777) or email at support@eprochelpdesk.com.

Sd/-

L ety The General Manager (Ele.),
Download “BESCOM Mithra” Mobile APP Procurement, BESCOM

M ND-NDE
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. oidaman upgrades indian snares -
MARKET WATCH
MONDAY % CHANGE
. . . . . . Sensex X .
US. brokerage turns bullish on Indian shares, cites strong economic growth, steady domestic mutual fund inflows and a Us ballar "o 00
. . . . . 5 . . . Gold A -0.4
potential supply chain shift from China; it pegs the country’s real economic growth at 6.5% in 2023 and 6.3% in 2024 Brent o " e
Reuters oe said in a note. ticipation was a healt
M idi icipati healthy NIFTY 50
BENGALURU Ri Sing prospects The Wall Street broker-  sign, said Goldman, italso | , e cuance
Goldman Sachs turns bullish on Indian stocks citing steady age expects India’s real noted the market,s surge 2223;'::;; 5222:? 5121:3
G;’i‘iﬁéﬁ“ T ndian ST end macroeeremec bl 6% in 2053 and 6.3% in  an clevated 20 fimes the | Sy mm 2
\‘r - — ) ) «J/0 X «0/0 Axis Bank 1025.35, -4.60
1 shares to “over- e = The brokerage believes India 2024—the highest among next 12 month’s expected | BajajAuto 5425.20......-17.35
US. TreaSUI'Y Vlelds edge up weight” from “market- :‘nafhtsl‘iggssag;‘?;’é’tr:gig°nsPeCtS large economies in the re-  earnings. Still, that valua- | oo T
afte[' M()()dy S lowers ()utl()()k weight”, citing strong eco- i 50 319 bet gion, but slightly below the  tion had some support af- | snertisirtel 935.00....... -3.00
: = NIty Jumpe o between 3 ’, _ 3 BPCL 387.10. 3.00
' ' nomic growth prospects, March 2021 and October 2023 Indian central bank’s tar ter earnings growth of 17% | »- eseasiams
U.S. Treasury yields edged higher on Monday, steady domestic mutual despite sales by foreigners get of 6.5% for fiscal 2024.  in 2023, it said. cipla 124055....... -3.40
with investors largely shrugging off a decision by fund inflows and a poten- 2 Goldman- however warns The benchmark Nifty 50 The brokerage said con- coal 'L“d;a e

ratings agency Moody’s to downgrade its outlook
on the U.S. credit rating. Moody’s late on Friday
lowered its outlook on the U.S. AAA credit rating
to “negative” from “stable” citing large fiscal
deficits and a decline in debt affordability.
Treasury yields edged marginally higher in
London, with analysts expecting little impact
given prior downgrades of the U.S. rating. reuters

Inflow into MF industry

declines to 334,765 cr.in Q2

The mutual fund industry continued with the
positive momentum in the September quarter,
attracting 334,765 crore, although it was a
massive reduction from the 1.85 lakh crore
inflow in the preceding quarter, primarily due to
withdrawal from the debt segment. Most asset
classes saw net inflows during the July-September
period of the current financial barring the
fixed-income or debt segment, which witnessed
net outflows, according to Morningstar India. em

‘Generative Al will help add

new lines of business in a year’

As many as 90% organisations surveyed said
generative Al will help them add new lines of
business over the next 12 months, according to
PwC’s 2024 Digital Trust Insights. Newer
regulations around cyber security and data
privacy like the Digital Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023 have added to the strategic importance
of enhanced cyber investments for organisations,
PwC said in the report based on a comprehensive
survey with 136 participants from India. en

tial supply chain shift from
China.

Indian markets will con-
tinue to gain in 2024, sup-
ported by steady earnings
growth and macroeco-
nomic stability in what
would otherwise be a
“tricky” period in the Asia

Pacific region, Goldman
Sachs analysts led by Ti-
mothy Moe wrote in a
note.

“We believe India has

the market’s surge has pushed
valuations to elevated levels

the best structural growth
prospects in the Asia Pacif-
ic region and offers mid-
teen earnings growth over
the next two years,” Mr.

jumped about 31% bet-
ween March 2021 and Oc-
tober 2023, a period dur-
ing which  domestic
investors remained net
buyers each month, help-
ing tide over sustained
sales by foreign investors.
While the domestic par-

cerns over China’s econo-
my could lead to countries
shifting  their  supply
chains, which could bene-
fit India. The Nifty 50 has
gained roughly 7% in 2023
so far, compared to a 3.75%
drop in the MSCI Asia ex-Ja-
pan index.

‘One-fourth infra projects hit by
35 lakh cr. cost overruns in Sept.

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

About 417 infrastructure
projects, each with invest-
ments of I50 crore or
more, have been hit by
cost overruns of more than
%4.77 lakh crore in Septem-
ber, mentions the latest re-
port by the Ministry of Sta-
tistics and Programme
Implementation.

The Ministry, which
monitors  infrastructure
projects worth 150 crore
or more, said out of 1,763
projects, about one-fourth
(417) reported cost over-
runs and half (842) have
been delayed.

“Total original cost of
implementation of the

1,763 was

projects
324,86,402.70 crore and
their anticipated comple-
tion cost is likely to be

329,64,345.13 crore,”
which reflected cost over-
runs of almost 20% of the
original cost, the report
mentioned.

For 298 projects neither
the year of commissioning
nor tentative gestation pe-

riods have been reported
and the average time over-
run in these projects is re-
ported to be more than
three years.

Reasons for time over-
runs as per implementing
agencies include delays in
land acquisition, obtaining
environment clearances,
lack of infrastructure sup-
port and linkages; delays in
project financing, finalisa-
tion of detailed engineer-
ing and change in scope.

Project executing agen-
cies are not reporting re-
vised cost estimates and
commissioning schedules
for many projects, suggest-
ing time/cost overrun fi-
gures are under-reported,
the report added.

Wheels India eyes
20% export growth
in current fiscal

N. Anand
CHENNAI

Wheels India Ltd. (WIL) is
eyeing 20% growth in ex-
ports in FY24, and expects
to win orders for light and
medium construction
wheels; larger tractor
wheels, and the fabrication
and hydraulic cylinder bu-
siness, managing director
Srivats Ram said in a call
with analysts.

“We expect to win these
orders from Q4 this year.
These wheels are used in
Europe and North Ameri-
ca. So these are three areas
where we see export po-

tential,” he said. WIL is also
looking to grow its fabrica-
tion and hydraulic cylinder
business in the next fiscal.

Emphasising that new
orders were needed to
maintain export growth,
he said: “We have had
strong export growth so far
this year; next year would
be challenging, we may
need new businesses to en-
sure we show growth and
do not degrow exports.”

In the first half, WIL
posted decent growth in
exports, despite the slow-
down in Europe. Asian
markets were strong, Mr.
Ram noted.

Dr Reddys Lab.
Eicher Motors

5419.85 -29.90
3645.40. 66.10

Grasim Ind 1928.85 -17.25
HCL Tech 1261.00. 0.80
HDFC Bank 1488.80, -11.20
HDFC Life 621.05, -5.85
Hero MotoCorp 3118.80. 3.60
Hindalco 487.50. 5.05
Hind Unilever 2478.15. -13.40
ICICI Bank 934.45 -7.90
Indusind Bank 1509.60. 7.50
Infosys 1373.55, -14.65
ITC 436.00. -2.45
JSW Steel 761.10. 4.55
Kotak Bank 1748.20, -4.30
L&T 3048.50. -3.50
LTIMindtree Ltd. 5261.10 -2.80
M&M 1540.25 14.00
Maruti Suzuki 10398.40. -33.00
Nestlelndia 24085.85...... -197.50
NTPC 245.70, 115
ONGC 195.80. -0.95
PowerGrid Corp 212.30. 0.30

Reliance Ind 2314.60. -16.05
SBI Life 132835 -30.50
State Bank 581.35. 0.05
Sun Pharma 1177.80 -2.80
TataConsumerPro-

duct 916.55. 125
Tata Motors 653.25, -0.30
Tata Steel 121.00, 0.15
TCS 3331.55 -25.75
Tech Mahindra 1131.35 -10.80
Titan 3264.75 -15.85
UltraTech Cement 8677.40. -33.70
UPL 552.70. -3.05
Wipro 381.65. -0.80

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4
p.m. on November 13

CURRENCY TTBUY  TTSELL

GeM procurement
crosses 2 lakh crore
on buying activity

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The procurement of goods
and services from the go-
vernment portal GeM has
crossed 32 lakh crore so far
this fiscal due to higher
buying activity by different
ministries and
departments.

The government e-Mar-
ket (GeM) portal was
launched on August 9,
2016, for online purchases
of goods and services by all
the central government mi-
nistries and departments.

“Government e-Market-
place achieves an impres-
sive T2 lakh crore gross
merchandise value in just

ABD expands
capacity of
distillery in
Telangana

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

IMFL company Allied Blen-
ders and Distillers (ABD)
has expanded the capacity
of its Rangapur distillery in
Telangana from 54.75 mil-
lion litres to 65 million
litres.

The unit makes extra-
neutral alcohol (ENA), a
key raw material used in
the manufacture of alco-
holic beverages, the com-
pany said on completion of
the expansion that it had
carried out through inter-
nal accruals.

The capacity expansion
was undertaken in a sus-
tainable and environment-
friendly manner, the firm’s
MD Alok Gupta said.

CM
K

In 2021-22, total
procurement stood
at 1.06 lakh cr. and
is expected to cross
X3 1akh cr. this year

eight months of 2023-24,”
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said.
In 2021-22, the procure-
ment value stood at 31.06
lakh crore. It crossed 32
lakh crore last year, and go-
ing by the trend this year, it
may cross 33 lakh crore.

Dabur sees
‘very good
recovery’in
rural markets

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Home-grown FMCG major
Dabur India is seeing “very
good recovery” in rural
markets and expects
growth from these markets
to come at par with the ur-
ban market in the next 3-4
quarters, CEO Mohit Mal-
hotra said.

As inflation is coming
down with the cooling of
commodity prices, a “slow
volume recovery” is hap-
pening in those markets,
he said.

Diwali sales sparkle, bringing cheer
to retailers and manufacturers

The Hindu Bureau

Diwali brought cheer to re-
tailers and producers on
news of a spike in con-
sumption across categories
ranging from jewellery,
white goods, auto, saris
and home decor, to sweets.
Growth is in line with
trends forecast in August
and September, when elec-
tronic permits for shipping
goods  across  States
touched record highs,
showing increased orders
and high festival demand.
The Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) esti-

to continue through the
upcoming festivals season.

Gold adds sheen

On Dhanteras this year,
gold jewellery sales rose 15-
25% compared with last
year, said Colin Shah, MD,

sales. Strong demand
came in from Tier-2 cities
along with metros.

H. Mohanlal Jain, Direc-
tor, All India Gem and Je-
wellery Domestic Council
and proprietor of Lalchand
Hastimal Jewellers in Se-
cunderabad, said, “Gold je-
wellery, silver, diamonds,
and bullion sales were very
good. Sales were 30%
more than last year, quan-
tity-wise. Value-wise, it will
be more.”

This year, gold and sil-
ver coins were available on
instant commerce apps.
Blinkit founder and CEO

the shelves.

Cars and bikes vroom

Automakers reported
strong festival demand.
Manish Raj Singhania, Pre-
sident, Federation of Auto-
mobile Dealers Associa-
tions (FADA), said,
“Discussions among deal-
ers suggest Dhanteras and
Diwali this year are poised
to experience exceptional-
ly strong retail perfor-
mance. The momentum
observed in the two and
three-wheeler segments
mirrors Navratri, while
there is a modest increase

US Dollar 83.13 83.45
Euro 88.85. 89.20
British Pound 101.73. 102.13
Japanese Yen (100) 54.78, 54.99
Chinese Yuan 11.40. 11.45
Swiss Franc 92.14 92.49
Singapore Dollar 61.13 61.37
Canadian Dollar 60.19. 60.45
Malaysian Ringitt 17.65. 17.73
Australian Dollar 53.01 53.21
Source:Indian Bank

.
Biocon arm
gets nod for
ophthalmology

. . .
biosimilar

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Biocon subsidiary Biocon
Biologics has received mar-
keting authorisation from
the UK’s Medicines &
Healthcare products Regu-
latory Agency (MHRA) for
Yesafili, a biosimilar of
Aflibercept.

An ophthalmology pro-
duct, Yesafili is highly simi-
lar to the reference pro-
duct Eylea (aflibercept).
Data show that it has com-
parable quality, safety and
efficacy to Eylea, the com-

GeM has over 63,000 The recovery is expect- | mated that on Diwali, retail ~Kama Jewelry. Albinder Dhindsa posted in passenger vehicle sales | pany said. Aflibercept
government buyer organi- | ed to continue led by the | markets across India regis- There was a surge in  on X (Twitter) an image of compared to Navratri | brand sales in the U.K.
sations and over 62 lakh | hike in MSP, good sowing | tered a record trade of low-ticket purchases, 100 silver coins going out  period.” were $790 million, it said,
sellers and service | of winter crops, and the | %3.75lakh crore. which contributed to the on a single order, saying (With inputs from busi- | citing MAT June 2023 1Q-
providers. election season. The momentum is likely ~ overall growth in festival the coins were flying off  nessline reporters) VIA numbers).

— OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,

No: KASE-960/2020/Exe 3

www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

]
KERALA ACADEMY FOR SKILLS EXCELLENCE
elopment Mission of Government of Kerala
Registered Office: Ill Floor, Carmel Tower, Vazhuthacaud,
Thiruvananthapuram- 695 014. Website: www.kase.kerala.gov.in

10.11.2023

E-TENDER NOTICE
KASE invites proposals from eligible organisations for undertaking
the following. Interested parties may submit e-tender through

NAME OF WORK

TENDER ID

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BALASORE

1st Corrigendum to Bid Ildentification No. CCE/BLS/NCB/52
Invited vide this office Letter No.5153 dt.27.10.2023

Due to unavoidable circumstances, partial modifications of Road Works under SACI vide above
identification have been made as follows :-

SI.No. Items

As per Original TCN

As per 1st Corrigendum to TCN & DTCN

1. Last date of Availability of
tender

Dt.16.11.2023 up to 5.00 P.M.

Dt.21.11.2023 upto 5.00 PM

tender Clarification

. | LastDate & time of seeking | pt 15.11.2023 up to 5.00 P.M.

Dt.20.11.2023 up to 5.00 P.M.

Skill Gap study & Impact Evaluation of existing
short term skilling Programmes in Kerala State 2023_KASE_621098_1

Sd/- Managing Director

RO No. D3/141/2023/I&PRD

3. Date of Opening of Technical Bid | Dt.17.11.2023 up to 11.00 A.M.

Dt.22.11.2023 up to 11.00 A.M.

All other terms & conditions remain unaltered
Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Balasore
OIPR-25105/11/0068/2324

Assuring Quality, Saving Lives

NOTICE INVITING BID

_ Odisha State Medical Corporation Limited
(OSMCL)

In front of Ram Mandir, Convent Square, Unit-lll,
Bhubaneswar-751001

Tel.:(0674) 2380950; Website: www.osmcl.nic.in ;
Email: drugs-osmcl@gov.in

Bid Ref. No.: OSMCL/2023-24/OTH-DHS-I&L/09 Date :

Online Bids through e-Tender portal (https://tendersodisha.gov.in) are invited
from eligible bidders for Supply of Insecticides and Larvicides as per the
particulars mentioned below :

13/11/2023

Sl.

No. Mfed/Mktg/M1/914/2020

MATSYAFED

09/11/2023

E-TENDER NOTICE

Tender ID: 2023_MFED_620389_1
Matsyafed invites online bids in two bid system (Technical & Financial)
for the supply of spares and maintenance work of TOYO KOGYO CAD
7.5 MM PITCH Net making machines (2 Numbers) installed at Matsyafed

Net factory, Kannur. The E-bid submission date starts at 10/11/2023.
Last date for submission of e-bid is 25/11/2023 at 5.00 pm.

www.matsyafed.in

Please visit http:/letenders.kerala.gov.in. Further clarifications /
corrigendum in this regard if any shall be put up only on Matsyafed Website:

MANAGING DIRECTOR

KERALA STATE CO-OPERATIVE FEDERATION FOR FISHERIES
DEVELOPMENT LIMITED (MATSYAFED)
KAMALESWARAM, MANACAUD P.0., THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 695009

Phone: 0471-2458606, 2457756, 2457172
Website: www.matsyafed.in Email: matsyafed@matsyafed.in

No.

Particulars

Date and time

%, GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA - DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 1.

. OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,

EASTERN CIRCLE-I, CANTONMENT ROAD, CUTTACK.
Email id :- seeccuttack@gmail.com

“e” Procurement Notice No.ACE, EC-1/26 of 2023-24 (On-line) 3

Date & time of release of bid

13/11/2023, 3 PM

2. | Date & time for submission of
queries by E-Mail id -
drugs-osmcl@gov.in

16/11/2023, up to 5:00 PM

Date & time of Online bid submission | Start Date & Time End Date & Time

1.| Name of Work

:| Improvement to Nuna Karandia Right near village Garam to Karilopatna Gherry.
Bid identification No.ACE, EC-I MND 18 of 2023-24

20/11/2023, 3 PM 11/12/2023, 6.00 PM

2 | Total No of Work |:

1 (One) No. work

4. | Date & time for submission of Tender | Start Date & Time End Date & Time

[

Documents, Tender Document Fee

4. Bid details are as follows

Tender Paper Cost (Online ) (Non-refundable) : Rs.10,000.00 (Ten thousand)

and EMD amount as per section-1V | 12/12/2023, 10 AM |19/12/2023,11.00 AM

of tender document.

Procurement Bid Tender EMD Class Period | Availability of Tender Date of

Officer Identification | Cost (On-line) of of On-line for bidding [Opening of 5. | Date & time of Online Technical bid 19/12/2023. 11:30 AM

No. (Rs.in (in Rs.) Contra | Comple- Technical Opening ! '
Lakh! -ct ti F T Bid
(Api:"o)x.) etor fon rom o (Covler-l) 6. | Date of opening of Price Bid To be informed to the qualified bidders
Additional . o i
Chief ,:::‘ED’:E:;, 740 | 7,40,000.00 . A& , gasg::z 22'1:‘2023 06'12}2023 07'12';"023 The bid document with all information relating to the bidding process including cost of

Engineer, Spocial 30 h 0 bid d t, EMDs, Prequalification criteria and terms & conditi ilable i

Eastern 2023-24 months (10.00 hrs. [17.30 hrs.| 11.30 hrs. id document, s, Prequalification criteria and terms & conditions are available in

Circle-I, the websites: www.osmcl.nic.in and https://tendersodisha.gov.in . The Authority

Cuttack reserves the right to accept / reject any part thereof or all the bids without assigning

A-823 :

Other terms and conditions can be seen from the Govt. website “www.tendersodisha.gov.in”.

All corrigendum/ cancellation of tender if any, will only be uploaded in the above web site.

Additional Chief Engineer, Eastern Circle-l, Cuttack.
OIPR-32370/11/0032/2324

any reason thereof. SDI-
Managing Director, OSMC Ltd., Odisha
OIPR-10112/11/0032/2324 |

CAD-2820
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EMULATING TENDULKAR
Rohit tops 500 runs for the second

INSWINGING MENACE
Kohli dismisses Dutch skipper

straight time in the World Cup

K. MURALI KUMAR

Rohit Sharma became the second Indian batter after Sachin
Tendulkar to score more than 500 runs in a World Cup on multiple
occasions (2019, 2023). Tendulkar achieved it in 1996 and 2003.
Rohit’s efforts meant that this was only the first time two Indians
(Virat Kohli the other batter) made more than 500 runs in an edition.

Edwards, takes fifth ODI wicket

A

K. MURALI KUMAR

Virat Kohli removed Scott Edwards to get his fifth wicket in ODIs. His
earlier victims were Alastair Cook, Craig Kieswetter, Brendon
McCullum and Quinton de Kock. Four of Kohli’s five ODI wickets
have been wicketkeeper-batters. Kohli had earlier bowled three
deliveries in the match against Bangladesh in this edition.

POWERHOUSE

‘India had batting 'Fab 5' in 2000s,

ONE TO CHERISH

Suryakumar wins ‘Fielder of the

now they have them with the ball

Match’ award in Netherlands game

K. MURALI KUMAR

Nasser Hussain feels that the current Indian bowling unit is the best
he has ever seen and compared it to the team’s Fab 5 batters
(Tendulkar, Dravid, Sehwag, Ganguly and Laxman) of early 2000s. “If
Bumrah does not get you, Siraj will. If Siraj does not get you, Shami
will. If they don’t get you, the two spinners will,” Hussain said.

Suryakumar Yadav became the latest recipient of the ‘Fielder of the
Match’ award for his efforts against the Netherlands. K.L. Rahul,
Suryakumar Yadav and Ravindra Jadeja were the candidates
revealed by fielding coach T. Dilip. “Dilip has been behind me for the
past year finally | think this is the reward,” Surya said.

Men in Blue light up Diwali with a dazzling show

India crushes the Netherlands by 160 runs after amassing 410; Shreyas and Rahul notch up tons; Kohli and Rohit pick up a wicket each as the host finishes the league phase with a 9-0 record

ODI WORLD CUP

K.C. Vijaya Kumar
BENGALURU

he Diwali weekend
T spirit was in vogue

at the M. Chinnas-
wamy Stadium and India
contributed some non-pol-
luting fireworks. The Men
in Blue lit up the skies as
first up Shreyas Iyer and
K.L. Rahul slammed fiery
tons before the bowlers got
to work with swirling kites
for company.

Chasing India’s 410 for
four, the Netherlands
struggled to stay afloat
here on Sunday. The visi-
tors mustered 250 in 47.5
overs and Rohit Sharma’s
men won by 160 runs.

The host finished its
World Cup league engage-
ments with nine wins on
the trot and will take on
New Zealand in the semifi-

nal at Mumbai on
Wednesday.
Mohammed Siraj

caused the first breach,
scalping Wesley Barresi.
Max O’Dowd and Colin
Ackermann resisted and
played a few shots before
the latter succumbed to
Kuldeep Yadav. Ravindra
Jadeja then dismissed
O’Dowd, the ball homing
into the stumps past a ten-
tative bat.

Soon the crowd was on
its feet when Virat Kohli got
Scott Edwards to feather

an edge. There was delight
all around and this emo-
tion lingered through the
night even as the Nether-
lands stretched its innings.

In the afternoon, Rohit
won the toss, elected to bat
and the Netherlands im-
mediately employed spin-
ner Aryan Dutt.

The Indian skipper
proved equal to the task
and swept two fours.
Seamer Logan van Beek
kept it tight for a bit and
Rohit and Shubman Gill
sought relief by lashing at
Aryan.

Gill pounded a six and
when Ackermann ambled
in, Rohit square-drove and
lofted with elan. Paul van
Meekeren then felt the
heat of Gill’s bat. The open-
er etched his 50, India got
its 100 and the batter then
fell to Meekeren. The stadi-
um soon erupted with vo-
ciferous cheers as Kohli
walked in.

Rohit, meanwhile,
raced to his 50 and went
down the route that Gill
had taken, failing to get
past a fielder in the deep.
India was 129 for two in
17.4 overs and Kohli and
Shreyas Iyer stitched a
partnership. Kohli pulled
Bas de Leede and the
crowd began its ‘RCB’
chants, an obvious refe-
rence to Kohli’s IPL link
with the city since 2008.

Kohli’s 50 had an air of
inevitability and just like
Gill and Rohit, he too fell

Up, Up, and away: Rahul and Shreyas’ 208-run fourth-wicket partnership took India to a mammoth total. K. MURALI KUMAR

while hustling the runs.
Rocking back to cut Roelof
van der Merwe, Kohli
heard the timber rattle. Lo-
cal boy Rahul stepped in
while Shreyas cruised to
his 50, tucking into the
spinners and seamers with

Oromoo N

Qroimco

— -_;:-

lovely drives and dapper
pulls.

Shreyas thumped a six
off van Meekeren while Ra-
hul too joined the ‘50
bandwagon’. Both Shreyas
(128 n.o., 94b, 10x4, 5x6)
and Rahul (102, 64b, 11x4,

4x6) got to their respective
tons, the former pinching a
single, the latter rushing
headlong into three figures
with two sixes in the last
over bowled by Bas de
Leede.

Rahul was dismissed in

the penultimate ball of the
innings but by then his
208-run fourth-wicket
partnership with Shreyas
had set India way too high
on the batting pedestal and
the Netherlands was left

gasping.

SCOREBOARD
v

INDIA
Rohit Sharma ¢ Barresi b de
Leede 61 (54b, 8x4, 2x6),
Shubman Gill ¢ Nidamanuru b
van Meekeren 51 (32b, 3x4, 4x6),
Virat Kohli b van der Merwe 51
(56b, 5x4, 1x6), Shreyas lyer (not
out) 128 (94b, 10x4, 5x6), K.L.
Rahul ¢ Engelbrecht b de Leede
102 (64b, 11x4, 4x6), Suryakumar
Yadav (not out) 2 (1b); Extras
(Ib-1, nb-1, w-13): 15; Total (for
four wkts. in 50 overs): 410.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-100 (Gill, 11.5 overs), 2-129
(Rohit, 17.4), 3-200 (Kohli, 28.4),
4-408 (Rahul, 49.5).

NETHERLANDS BOWLING
Dutt 7-0-52-0, van Beek
10-0-107-0, Ackermann 3-0-25-0,
van Meekeren 10-0-90-1, van der
Merwe 10-0-53-1, de Leede
10-0-82-2.

NETHERLANDS

Wesley Barresi ¢ Rahul b Siraj 4
(5b), Max O’'Dowd b Jadeja 30
(42b, 3x4, 1x6), Colin Ackermann
lbw b Kuldeep 35 (32b, 6x4),
Sybrand Engelbrecht b Siraj 45

(80b, 4x4), Scott Edwards ¢ Rahul
b Kohli 17 (30b, 1x4), Bas de
Leede b Bumrah 12 (21b, 1x4),
Teja Nidamanuru ¢ Shami b Rohit
54 (39b, 1x4, 6x6), Logan van
Beek b Kuldeep 16 (15b, 2x4),
Roelof van der Merwe ¢ Shami b
Jadeja 16 (8b, 1x4, 2x6), Aryan
Dutt b Bumrah 5 (11b), Paul van
Meekeren (not out) 3 (4b); Extras
(Ib-9, w-4): 13; Total (in 47.5
overs): 250.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-5 (Barresi, 1.3), 2-66
(Ackermann, 12.1), 3-72 (O’Dowd,
15.1),4-111 (Edwards, 24.3),
5-144 (de Leede, 31.6), 6-172
(Engelbrecht, 37.3), 7-208 (van
Beek, 42.1), 8-225 (van der
Merwe, 43.4), 9-236 (Dutt, 46.1).

INDIA BOWLING

Bumrah 9-1-33-2, Siraj 6-1-29-2,
Shami 6-0-41-0, Kuldeep
10-1-41-2, Jadeja 9-0-49-2, Kohli
3-0-13-1, Gill 2-0-11-0,
Suryakumar 2-0-17-0, Rohit
0.5-0-7-1.
Toss: India; PoM: Shreyas.
India won by 160 runs.

Final points table

M
India (Q) 9 9 0 18 2.570
South Africa (Q) 9 7 2 14 1.261
Australia (Q) 9 7 2 14 0.841
New Zealand (Q) 9 5 4 10 0.743
Pakistan 9 4 5 8 -0.199
Afghanistan 9 4 5 8 -0.336
England 9 3 6 6 -0.572
Bangladesh 9 2 7 4 -1.087
Sri Lanka 9 2 7 4 -1.419
Netherlands 9 2 7 4 -1.825
Q: Qualified

Fielding awards is about
effort and attitude: Dilip

K.C. Vijaya Kumar
BENGALURU

Through this World Cup,
the behind-the-scenes vi-
deos of the fielding awards
initiated within the Indian
dressing room, has been a
subject of widespread in-
terest. India’s fielding
coach T. Dilip, the architect
of this movement, spoke
about the rationale behind
these awards during the
course of the post-match
press conference at the M.
Chinnaswamy  Stadium
here on Sunday.

Shortly after India de-
feated the Netherlands by
160 runs in the World Cup
game, Dilip addressed the
media. While he offered a
guarded ‘wait and watch’
answer when asked about
who is the latest winner of
the fielding medal, he was
more elaborate about oth-
er aspects linked to fielding
and the team.

“We have won nine
matches and we have the
momentum. We defeated
New Zealand at Dharam-
shala and we take that as a
positive and as for the sem-
ifinal, we will deal with it
on game-day,” he said.

What about the awards
and the idea behind this
concept? “Basically it is
about judging attitude, yes

CM
K

Catches win matches: Rahul pouched a sharp one down the
leg-side off Kohli’s bowling to send back Edwards. K. MURALI KUMAR

there are statistics for
catches taken but we look
at the overall contribution.

An innings has 300
balls, how do you handle
them on the field. This is
not just about one brilliant
catch, it is about the overall
effort.

We have been doing this
for a while, atleast for the
last four months, but only
now it has gone on social
media, and people have
noticed it and it is hearten-

ing,” Dilip said.

There remains a linger-
ing worry about Mo-
hammed Siraj, perhaps the
weakest fielder in the unit,
but the coach was quick to
defend the speedster: “The
bowlers are committed to
fielding and they work
hard. There is nothing
specifically wrong with Si-
raj, he has put his body on
the line often while field-
ing, shown good attitude
and he will get better.”

We are confident
with the style we
play, says Edwards

Ayan Acharya
BENGALURU

The Netherlands ended its
World Cup campaign with
a160-run defeat against In-
dia.

The Dutch -captain,
Scott Edwards, chose to fo-
cus on the positives. “It’s a
little bit of a tricky one at
the moment, where we
want to be. We are pretty
confident with the style we
play. The tournament was
always going to be tough,”
said Edwards after the
match.

“India is as good a side
as any going around. We
will have to be a lot better
going into the T20 World
Cup next year. They
showed pure class with the
bat. They soaked up the
pressure. When you are
three down with 10 overs
left, you are going to score
some runs,” Edwards said.

All-rounder Roelof van
der Merwe, who took the
key wicket of Kohli and hit
an entertaining 16 off eight,
praised the way the Neth-
erlands conducted itself in
a tournament where it beat
two Full Member teams,
South Africa and
Bangladesh.

van Meekeren.
K. MURALI KUMAR

He also touted India as a
favourite to win a third
World Cup title.

“They are a very well-
balanced side. Match win-
ners all the way through,
and they’ve shown in this
World Cup thus far just
how good they are. South
Africa has match winners
too, while Australia and
New Zealand have been ve-
ry consistent. That said, In-
dia does shape up well.”

Rahul smashes fastest ton
by an Indian in World Cup

Mayank Chaudhary
CHENNAI

K.L. Rahul recorded the
fastest century (62 balls) by
an Indian batter in the ODI
World Cup. He broke the
record held by Rohit who
hit a century in 63 deliver-
ies against Afghanistan ear-
lier in the tournament.

Rahul also became the
second Indian wicketkeep-
er-batter after Rahul Dra-
vid to score a World Cup
century.

India is the first team to
have five of its batters score
fifty runs or more in an in-
nings in the ODI World
Cup. India (16) also hit the
second most sixes in an in-
nings in ODI World Cup.
The highest was 18 against
Bermuda in 2007.

Rohit Sharma surpassed
South Africa’s A.B. de Vil-
liers (58) with his 59th six
and record the most sixes
in a calendar year. He is al-
so the first Indian captain
to score 500 or more runs
in a single edition.

The previous best was
Sourav Ganguly’s 465 in
the 2003 edition. Virat
Kohli (594) became the
leading run-scorer of
World Cup 2023.

Rohit (24) has hit the
most sixes by a captain in

Milestone: Jadeja, with 16 wickets, surpassed Kumble to become
the Indian spinner with most scalps in an edition. K. MURALI KUMAR

an edition, overtaking Eoin
Morgan (22 in 2019).

India (410/4) registered
its second-highest ODI
World Cup total. It is also
the fourth-highest total in
ODI cricket.

India (91/0) also regis-
tered its joint second-high-
est PowerPlay score in the
ODI World Cups. It is also
India’s joint-third-highest
score in the PowerPlay in
all ODIs.

The hosts became the
third team to use nine bow-
lers in an ODI World Cup
innings. India (nine wins)
recorded its longest streak
in a single edition of the

World Cup, improving its
eight-match run in 2003.

Ravindra Jadeja sur-
passed Anil Kumble (15)
with his 16th scalp, becom-
ing the Indian spinner with
most wickets in a single WC
edition.

India (215) surpassed
West Indies (209) to hit the
most sixes by a team in a
calendar year. The 160-run
win over the Netherlands
was India’s 24th victory in
2023, equalling its 1998 tal-
ly for most wins in a year.

Logan van Beek (107 in
10 overs) conceded the
third most runs in an ODI
World Cup innings.

M ND-NDE



16

THE HINDU

Sport

Tuesday, November 14, 2023
DELHI

‘The pitch will be
different again’

Kiwi pacer Ferguson calls it the ‘joy of cricket’; feels his team has

to adapt as quickly as possible in the semifinal clash against India

[

T
. L -~

|

In focus: The Wankhede surface has become the talking point. FILE PHOTO: EMMANUAL YOGINI

ODI WORLD CUP

Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI

hree of the four
I 2023 World Cup
matches at the

Wankhede Stadium have
seen a team batting first
amass totals of 350-plus.
And the only time a
sub-300 score was regis-
tered, the chasing team
won the game, thanks to
Glenn Maxwell’s brilliant
innings.

With New Zealand yet to
play a game at Wankhede
in this edition, the 22-yard
strip will certainly be in fo-
cus. It did not come as a
surprise then that head
coach Rahul Dravid and his
two trusted lieutenants —
batting coach Vikram Rath-
our and bowling coach Pa-
ras Mhambrey — headed

straight to the Wankhede
Stadium after the team
checked into a south Mum-
bai hotel. Dravid, Rathour
and Mhambrey took a long
and hard look at the pitch
while the rest of the squad
took it easy.

Interestingly, even be-
fore the Kiwis reached the
stadium for a training ses-
sion, the pitch had been
covered. After persisting
with the ground authori-
ties for a long time, assis-
tant coach James Foster
was allowed to inspect the
pitch.

The Hindu understands
that the surface for Austra-
lia’s game against Afghanis-
tan will be used for the In-
dia-New Zealand clash
also. It it likely to be slow as
it has been used for a
match only last week.

Lockie Ferguson, the Ki-
wi pacer, didn’t read too
much into the pitch and

the conditions.

“A lot of Indian grounds
have been high scoring,
but that’s just the nature of
one-day cricket in this part
of the world. But from our
point of view, it’s trying to
understand what the pitch
will be like and try to read
what a good score on it is
because of course those
big overs, 10 runs here, 10
runs there can cost you at
the back-end of the in-
nings,” Ferguson said.

“From a bowling point
of view, we are trying to I
guess shut down those big
overs, try to understand
what we think is a good to-
tal on the score. The pitch
will be different again,
that’s the joy of cricket. We
play on a different pitch
each time, so it’s hard to
read two days out. We have
got to adapt as quickly as
possible come Wednes-
day.”

It will be a good
challenge in the
semifinal: Ferguson

YA RN

Rachin rocks! Ravindra, the toast of the New Zealand team,

will look to continue his merry run. EMMANUAL YOGINI

Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI

No team has been able to
take a game deep against
India in the 2023 World
Cup league stage. If at all a
side has asked some ques-
tions of Rohit Sharma’s
men, they are the two
trans-Tasman teams (Aus-
tralia and New Zealand).

The lesser-fancied of
those two has emerged as
the bogey team for India in
ICC tournaments, especial-
ly the knockouts, of late.
No wonder, the Kiwis are
hoping to build on not only
the recent history but also
the league game in Dha-
ramshala three weeks ago.

“It was a hard-fought
game. I thought that went
extremely well, to get a
great total on that. And, of
course, with one-day crick-
et and playing against In-
dia, thereis alot of ebb and
flow,” said Lockie Fergu-
son, the New Zealand pac-
er, ahead of the team’s first
training session at the
Wankhede Stadium on
Monday.

While India has been

unstoppable, New Zealand
has had a roller-coaster
ride so far in the tourna-
ment. After beginning with
four wins, New Zealand
lost the next four before
taking the fourth spot with
a convincing win against
Sri Lanka even as Pakistan
lost to England.

Ferguson indicated that
the patchy form in the
league stage will have no
bearing on Wednesday.
“Part of tournament crick-
et and certainly World Cup
cricket. Every team we
play here is an exceptional
one and have done their
homework, done their
scouting... we had a couple
of close games that didn’t
quite go away and a rain-af-
fected one too,” Ferguson
said.

“That’s the joy of tour-
nament cricket and nice to
bounce back in our last
round.

“From our point of
view, those nine games
have got us to this position
and we kind of all start
from zero again. It will be a
good challenge in the sem-
ifinal”

Pakistan bowling coach
Morkel quits after WC flop

Agence France-Presse
LAHORE

Pakistan’s bowling coach
Morne Morkel on Monday
became the first man to
quit the team’s backroom
staff following the former
champion’s exit from the
World Cup in India.

The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) said the 39-
year-old has tendered his
resignation. “Morkel has
resigned as the bowling
coach of the Pakistan
men’s team,” said a PCB re-
lease.

“He was given a six-

month contract in June
this year.”

PCB said his replace-
ment will be announced
before the team’s three-
Test tour of Australia start-
ing next month.

Enjoying the stint
Pakistan’s team director
Mickey Arthur said Morkel
had enjoyed his brief stay
in the job. “Morne was on-
ly contracted until January
2024 but his work with
other leagues does not al-
low any more time unfor-
tunately,” said Arthur.

“He loved his time with

us and is very sad that he
can’t continue.”

Skipper Babar Azam
and Arthur are also under
fire for the poor show of a
team which was ranked as
the world’s top ODI side
before the tournament.
This is the fifth time in the
last six World Cups that Pa-
kistan failed to reach the
semifinals.

Arthur’s contract as
head coach was not re-
newed after Pakistan’s
failed campaign in 2019.
He is back in a second
spell, this time as team di-
rector.

The leaderboard

Avo

Kohli (Ind) 9 594 | 103* | 99.00 | 88.52 2/5
de Kock (SA) 9 591 174 | 65.66 | 10924 |  4/0
Ravindra (NZ) 9 565 | 123" | 70.62 | 108.44 | 3/2
Rohit (Ind) 9 503 131 | 55.88 | 12149 | 1/3
Warner (Aus) 9 499 163 | 5544 | 10549 | 2/2
U e 2 9 442 133 | 5525 | 88.57 2/2
(SA)

Marsh (Aus) 8 426 | 177" | 60.85 | 10951 | 2/1
Shreyas (Ind) 9 421 | 128* | 70.16 | 10658 | 1/3
Mitchell (NZ) 8 418 130 | 59.71 | 11058 | 1/2
Malan (Eng) 9 404 140 44.88 | 101.00 1/2
Maxwell (Aus) 7 397 | 201* | 79.40 | 15269 | 2/0
Markram (SA) 9 396 106 | 49.50 | 114.45 | 1/3

Zampa (Aus) 9 22 4/8 18.90 5.26 3/0

Madushanka (SL) 9 21 5/80 25.00 6.70 1/1

Coetzee (SA) 7 18 4/44 19.38 6.40 1/0

Afridi (Pak) 9 18 5/54 26.72 5.93 0/1

Jansen (SA) 8 17 3/31 24.41 6.41 0/0

Bumrah (Ind) 9 17 4/39 15.64 3.65 1/0

Shami (Ind) 5 16 5/18 9.56 478 1/2

de Leede (Ned) 8 16 4/62 30.43 7.26 1/0

Jadeja (Ind) 9 16 5/33 18.25 3.97 0/1

4 Santner (NZ) 9 16 5/59 24.87 4.81 0/1
\ ¥ Rauf (Pak) 9 16 3/43 33.31 6.74 0/0
¥ Adil Rashid (Eng) 9 15 3/42 27.53 5.18 0/0

Sehwag, Diana Edulji and Aravinda
inducted into ICC Hall of Fame

Press Trust of India
DUBAI

Former captain Diana
Edulji on Monday became
the first Indian woman
cricketer to be inducted in-
to the ICC Hall of Fame.

Legendary India opener
Virender Sehwag and Sri
Lankan World Cup winner
Aravinda de Silva were also
made members of ICC Hall
of Fame for their stellar
achievements during their
playing career.

Trailblazer
A trailblazer in women’s
cricket, Edulji made just as

Hall of Famers in numbers

Aravinda de Silva

SEHWAG

Jhulan’s tribute to
Edulji, Jayawardena
salutes Aravinda

Sports Bureau

Jhulan Goswami paid tri-
bute to Diana Edulji who
has been inducted into the
ICC Hall of Fame.

“It is an absolute ho-
nour for you, but also a ve-
ry proud moment for wo-
men’s cricket in our
country and a proud mo-
ment for India as a whole.
It is so well deserved, you
have been a pioneer for
women’s cricket in our
country.

Your contributions over
the years have been im-
mense. It is not too much

make it as an international.

Five years later, I made
my debut for India, and it
was fitting that you were
one of the national selec-
tors. From there, our rela-
tionship often involved you
giving me advice when I
was struggling, picking out
what I needed to work on.
Every time you made a
point, it would turn out to
be valid.

Mahela  Jayawardena
was all praise for Aravinda
de Silva for being a big in-
fluence on his career, on
and off the field.

Djokovic sinks Rune,
stays top of the world

Peerless: Djokovic plants a kiss on the big prize for finishing the

year as World No. 1 for a record-extending eighth time. REUTERS

Agence France-Presse
TURIN

Novak Djokovic will finish

“It means a lot. You
could see that there were a
lot of emotions on the
court,” said Djokovic.

big an impact on the field —_ - | A | = | - | ki | Lt | e to say that the game would “It is an honour to wel: the year as World No. 1 for “I could feel it, I was ve-
during her playing days Tests 93 159 6361 267 42.97 20/22 |29 (58inns) not be where it is in India  €0™e you as thg fourth Sri a record-extending eighth Ty eager to win the match
when captain of India as oDIs 308 296 9284 145 34.9 11/64 | 106(156) without all your efforts. Lankan to be inducted to | 40 afier beating Holger — and get that monkey off my
she did as an administrator Virender Seh From a personal per- the ICC H%H of Fame | pine 7-6(4), 67(1), 6-3 in  back... Obviously a big ob-
after her playing career. irender Sehwag spective, one of the biggest ‘Fhough I can’t help think- | ;g opening Green Group jective, a big goal has been
“It indeed is a great ho- i | s | S | = | = | 100s/50s [ regrets of my career was U8 thatif you asked any of | .y ot the ATP Finals on achieved, everything else
nour to be the first Indian Tests 104 180 8586 319 49.34 23/32 40 (91) that I never got to play the three of us already Sunday. now is a bonus.”
women cricketer to be in- ODIs 251 245 8273 219 35.05 15/38 96 (146) against you. Like many thirle B Sarl:/g[;a [If.lmﬁr anll; The 24-time Grand Slam Home hope Jannik Sin-
ducted and join a galaxy of young cricketers in India, I &d <a.ra], urali [Muttia champion needed just one  ner got off to a near-perfect
players, male and female T20ls 19 18 394 68 21.88 072 o) had grown up reading Muralitharan] or myself .. | win or a defeat for young start by beating Stefanos
from across the world,” the Diana Edulji about you in the record W€ would all agree that it rival Carlos Alcaraz in or-  Tsitsipas in straight sets,
67-year-old said in an ICC M Inns Wkts BBI Avg 5W Runs books. Women’s cricket in should have been you ﬁr_St' der to secure top spot in  6-4, 6-4, delighting the
release. Tests | 20 35 63 6/64 2577 1 404 (30) India started in Mumbai in We all grew up watching | the ATP rankings for 2023  crowd in Italy’s northwest.
She played 54 matches " 1971 and you were there Yyouand werepartofagen- | and prevailed in a three-
for India across three de- ODIs 34 34 46 4/12 16.84 0 211 (30) from the start. eration inspired by what | hour Green Group clash  Zverev bests Alcaraz
cades (between 1976 and We would read about You achieved. Iremember | with spirited debutant Meanwhile in the Red
1993) and made her mark your exploits, how youled ~ thefirsttime Imet you, col- | Rune. Group, Alexander Zverev
as a slow left-arm orthodox  centuries during his illus- Sehwag also played a pi- 20 Test centuries duringa | the team and were so im- lecting your autograph Djokovic, on arun of 19  got off to a winning start by

spinner taking more than
100 wickets.

In her role as adminis-
trator with Western Rail-
ways, Edulji worked hard
to increase employment
opportunities for talented
female cricketers in India,
and helped shape the
sports policy of Western
and Indian Railways.

A destructive batter

Sehwag, one of the most
destructive batters of the
modern era, donned India
colours between 1999 and
2013. He scored 23 Test
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trious career — the fifth
most by an India men’s
player. His highest score of
319 against South Africa in
Chennai in 2008 is the best
ever by an Indian player.

The batter from Delhi,
now 45, totalled 8,273 runs
for India in 50-over cricket
at an average of 35.05 and
his 219 against the West In-
dies in Indore in 2011 re-
mains the third-highest
score achieved by a male
cricketer in ODI. He also
had 96 wickets from the
251 ODIs he played bet-
ween 1999 and 2013.

votal role in helping India
claim its second World Cup
title in 2011. “I would like to
thank the ICC and the jury
for inducting me with this
honour,” Sehwag said. “I
feel extremely grateful for
having spent a great part of
my life doing what I loved
most, ‘hitting the cricket
ball’,” he said.

Sri Lankan icon

A key member of Sri Lan-
ka’s 1996 World Cup-win-
ning side, de Silva is an
icon in the island nation.
The stylish batter scored

19-year international ca-
reer (1984 to 2003) — the
third most hundreds by
any Sri Lanka men’s player
— and was just as adept
against the white-ball with
another 11 centuries com-
ing in 50-over cricket.

“I am filled with pro-
found gratitude as I accept
the immense honour of be-
ing inducted into the Hall
of Fame. This achievement
is a tribute to the dedica-
tion, sacrifice, and love
that have shaped my crick-
eting journey,” said de Sil-
va.

portant to that side. As a
player, your performances
for the Indian cricket team
in the 1970s and 1980s
were legendary.

By 1997, you had retired
from international cricket,
but were still playing dom-
estically. I remember play-
ing in a tournament against
Railways, but you did not
play that game. I was just
so excited to get the oppor-
tunity to meet you. After
the game, I asked you what
you thought of my bowling
and you told me about the
hard work it would take to

when I was nine or 10. You
were the new kid in the Sri
Lankan team then but be-
fore long, you were our
best batter. As young kids,
we all looked at how you
went about playing and
tried to model our games
on it.

I had coaches who told
me to play a certain way
but you showed the impor-
tance of adapting. Wheth-
er it was your stance or
your backlift, it felt like you
were consistently changing
- it made it difficult to keep
up!

straight wins, has had an
age-defying year, winning
three Slams to become the
all-time record winner of
Major titles.

The 36-year-old came
into the Finals in Turin off
the back of his seventh tri-
umph at the Paris Masters,
his 40th victory at a Mas-
ters 100 event.

Seventh crown beckons
Djokovic is also hunting a
seventh Finals title which
would take him one ahead
of retired great Roger
Federer.

battling back from a set
down to beat Carlos Alca-
raz 6-7(3), 6-3, 6-4.

The results:

Green Group: Jannik Sinner bt
Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-4, 6-4; Novak
Djokovic bt Holger Rune 7-6(4),
6-7(1), 6-3. Doubles: Ivan Dodig
& Austin Krajicek bt Maximo
Gonzalez & Andres Molteni 6-4,
6-2; Marcel Granollers & Horacio
Zabellos bt Santiago Gonzalez &
Edouardo Roder-Vasselin 2-6, 6-3,
10-7.

Red Group: Alexander Zverev bt
Carlos Alcaraz 6-7(3), 6-3, 6-4.
Doubles: Wesley Koolhof & Neal
Skupski bt Rinky Hijikata bt
Jason Kubler 6-3, 6-4.
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Momota wins first title in two

years at Korea Masters

Former World No.1 Kento Momota won his first
badminton title in two years on Sunday with a
21-16, 21-15 victory over Japanese compatriot Koki
Watanabe at the Korea Masters. Momota’s career
has been in freefall ever since a car crash in
January 2020 in Malaysia. His last title before
Sunday was in Indonesia in November 2021.
Korean top seed Kim Ga-eun defeated Japan’s
Miyazaki Tomoka 19-21, 21-17, 21-12 to take the

women Crown.

Ducati’s Bastianini wins

Malaysian MotoGP

Ducati’s Enea Bastianini won the Malaysian
MotoGP in Sepang on Sunday ahead of Alex
Marquez, with championship rival Francesco
Bagnaia and Jorge Martin third and fourth
respectively. With two races to go, reigning
champion Bagnaia is 14 points ahead of Martin.

New Zealand batter Nicholls

cleared of ball tampering

New Zealand’s Henry Nicholls has been cleared
of ball tampering charges by a NZC code of
conduct hearing. HE was reported by umpires
after a live stream coverage of a domestic match
appeared to show Nicholls, while fielding,
brushing the ball on a helmet during the change
of ends on the third day on Wednesday.

61st Cavalry/Royal Enfield

pips Sahgal Stud

Dhruvpal Godara and Angad Kalaan scored three
goals each as 61st Cavalry/Royal Enfield defeated
Sahgal Stud 9-8 in the opening league match of
the Girdhari Singh Cup polo tournament at the
Army Equestrian Centre, Delhi Cantonment, on
Monday. Vimal Arin Achievvers, Delta
Foundation and Jindal Panther are the other

teams in the competition.

The results: 61st Cavalry/Royal Enfield 9 (Dhruvpal Godara 3,
Angad Kalaan 3, Anant Rajpurohit 2, Vishal Chauhan) bt
Sahgal Stud 8 (Shamsheer Ali 4, Naveen Singh 3, Gaurav

Sahgal).

LIVE TELECAST

v

Tennis: ATP Finals, Sony Sports Ten 1,5 (SD & HD) & LIV, 4.30,

7,11 p.m. & 1.30 a.m. (Wednesday)

Eight goals and no winner
in Chelsea-Man City thriller

Palmer scores a stoppage-time penalty against his old club; Lewandowski delivers for Barca

EURO LEAGUES

Reuters
LONDON

remier League
P leader Manchester
City and Chelsea

slugged out a magnificent
4-4 draw at Stamford
Bridge with former City
youngster Cole Palmer le-
velling for the host with a
stoppage-time penalty on
Sunday.

City scored first when
Spanish defender Marc Cu-
curella pulled Haaland’s
shirt to concede a VAR-
checked penalty which the
Norwegian coolly convert-
ed in the 24th minute. Five
minutes later Chelsea’s 39-
year-old Brazilian defen-
der Thiago Silva headed
the ball into the net.

Former City forward Ra-
heem Sterling tapped in af-
ter a Josko Gvardiol stum-
ble in defence allowed
Reece James to cross in the
37th minute.

But Chelsea’s lead lasted
less than 10 minutes before
defender Manuel Akanji
rose to head City’s equalis-
er in first-half injury time.

Haaland bundled in his
second a minute after the
restart, but in the 67th mi-
nute of a breathless second

Goal No. 8: Palmer fires in a late penalty to help Chelsea share the honours with City. REUTERS

half, the home side equal-

ised through Nicolas
Jackson.
Rodri’s 86th-minute

strike seemed to have won
it for the champions only
for them to concede a
94th-minute penalty that
Palmer blasted home.

City, for whom Erling
Haaland scored twice,
once from the penalty
spot, ended the weekend
one point clear at the top
with 28 points with Liver-
pool, which beat Brentford
3-0 on 27 along with Arse-
nal. Mohamed Salah
reached another milestone
for Liverpool, netting twice

to reach 200 goals in En-
glish football and become
the first player in the club’s
history to score in each of
their first six home league
games of a season.

In LaLiga, Robert Le-
wandowski scored twice as
Barcelona fought back af-
ter conceding an early goal
to beat lowly Alaves 2-1 on
Sunday.

Top results:

Premier League: Liverpool 3
(Salah 39, 62, Jota 74) bt
Brentford 0; Chelsea 4 (Silva 29,
Sterling 37, Jackson 67, Palmer
90+5-pen) drew with Manchester
City 4 (Haaland 25-pen, 47, Akanji
45+1, Rodri 86). Saturday:

Bournemouth 2 (Solanke 60, 73)
bt Newcastle 0.

LaLiga: Barcelona 2
(Lewandowski 53, 77-pen) bt
Alaves 1 (Omorodion 1); Atletico
Madrid 3 (Witsel 45+1, Griezmann
80, Lino 85) bt Villarreal 1
(Moreno 20). Saturday: Real
Madrid 5 (Carvajal 3, Vinicius 42,
49, Rodrygo 50, 84) bt Valencia
(Duro 88).

Serie A: Inter Milan 2 (Dimarco
43, Calhanoglu 48-pen) bt
Frosinone 0; Lazio 0 drew with
Roma 0; Napoli 0 lost to Empoli 1
(Kovalenko 90+1); Saturday:
Juventus 2 (Bremer 60, Rugani
70) bt Cagliari 1 (Dossena 75).
Bundesliga: Saturday: Stuttgart
2 (Undav 42, Guirassy 83-pen) bt
Borussia Dortmund 1 (Fuellkrug
36).

England retains six
WC players in squad
for Windies tour

CRICKET

Press Trust of India
LONDON

England on Sunday re-
tained six players from the
World Cup squad, includ-
ing skipper Jos Buttler, for
the limited-overs tour of
the West Indies beginning
on December 3.

Defending champion
England failed to qualify
for the World Cup semifi-
nals in India, having won
only three of its nine
league games. Its final win
came against Pakistan in
Kolkata on Saturday.

No Stokes

Ben Stokes, who had come
out of ODI retirement to
play in the World Cup, is al-
so not part of the ODI and
T20I squads for the West
Indies series.

Stokes is expected to un-
dergo a knee surgery fol-
lowing his arrival in En-
gland from India.

Uncapped seamers Josh
Tongue and John Turners
are both part of the ODI
and T20I squads.

The six players who
were part of England's or-
dinary campaign in India
and are touring West In-

B il
Buttler... stays at the helm.
RITU RAJ KONWAR

dies are Buttler, Gus Atkin-
son, Harry Brook, Brydon
Carse, Sam Curran and
Liam Livingstone.

After England's final
game in the World Cup,
Buttler said there is no
need for drastic changes in
the team.

England will play three
ODIs and five T20Is in the
Caribbean.

ODI squad: Jos Buttler (Capt.),
Rehan Ahmed, Gus Atkinson,
Harry Brook, Brydon Carse, Zak
Crawley, Sam Curran, Ben
Duckett, Tom Hartley, Will Jacks,
Liam Livingstone, Ollie Pope, Phil
Salt, Josh Tongue and John
Turner.

T201 squad: Buttler (Capt.),
Rehan, Moeen Ali, Atkinson,
Brook, Curran, Duckett, Jacks,
Livingstone, Tymal Mills, Adil
Rashid, Salt, Tongue, Reece
Topley, Turner and Chris Woakes.

Canada wins its maiden
Billie Jean King Cup

Agence France-Presse
SEVILLE

Canada completed a team-
tennis double on Sunday
as the women took the Bil-
lie Jean King Cup for the
first time, winning both
singles rubbers to build an
unassailable lead over Ita-
ly. Canada’s men are the
reigning Davis Cup cham-
pion after winning their
first title in Malaga last
November.

Marina Stakusic, an 18-
year-old, opened the final
in Seville with a 7-5, 6-3 vic-
tory over Martina Trevisan,
capping a stunning week
for the rookie. Leylah Fer-
nandez then beat Jasmine
Paolini 6-2, 6-3, to spark ju-
bilation from the Canadian
team.

“I'm extremely happy,
ecstatic,” said Fernandez.

“Leylah played her role
as leader and that made all

Billie Jean Cup. GETTY IMAGES

the difference,” said Cana-
da’s coach Nathalie Tau-
ziat. “She prepares like a
boxer, ready to enter the
ring, to receive blows and
to give them.”

Canada, captained by
Heidi El Tabakh, became
the 13th nation to win the
Billie Jean King Cup and

Happy bunch: The Canadian team is joy unbound after hoisting the

the second consecutive
new champion after Swit-
zerland won in Glasgow 12
months ago.

Italy continued its 10-
year drought in the compe-
tition, known as the Fed
Cup until 2020, having
won the last of its four titles
in 2013.

An emotional funeral for United
and England legend Charlton

Associated Press
MANCHESTER

Prince William headed the
list of dignitaries who at-
tended the funeral of Man-
chester United and En-
gland great Bobby
Charlton on Monday. The
future king of England at-
tended the service at Man-
chester Cathedral in his
role as president of the
Football Association.

Charlton, who was
widely regarded as the
greatest English football
player in history, passed
away last month. He was
86.

Around 1,000 guests, in-
cluding former teammates
and leading sporting fi-
gures, attended his funer-
al, while fans paid their
respects as the hearse car-
rying Charlton’s coffin
passed United’s Old Traf-
ford stadium.

Former United manager
Alex Ferguson was among
the representatives of Unit-
ed, the club Charlton
played for from 1956-73,

CM
K

Trinity: The cortege of Charlton passes by the statue of Man United
trio of Best, Law, and Charlton outside Old Trafford stadium. AP

making 758 appearances.
UEFA president Aleksan-
der Ceferin and England
manager Gareth Southgate
also attended. The funeral
cortege began at Old Traf-
ford stadium, where it
passed through a guard of
honour made up of Un-
ited’s academy teams.

Charlton survived a
plane crash in 1958 which
decimated a United side
that seemed destined for
greatness. He then went on
to help his country win the

1966 World Cup and lifted
the European Cup with Un-
ited two years later.

He scored 249 goals for
his club and won three
league titles, the FA Cup
and the European Cup.

Charlton held the re-
cord as England’s leading
scorer with 49 goals until
he was surpassed by
Wayne Rooney in 2015.
Harry Kane set a new
benchmark this year and
currently has 61 goals for
his country.

Amreli justifies the top
billing in Kabini Cup

BENGALURU: Mr. Rajan Aggarw-
al’s Amreli (Srinath up) won the
Kabini Cup, the main event of the
races held here on Sunday (Nov
12). The winner is trained by Pra-
deep Annaiah.

1. SHIMSHA PLATE: CONTADOR (S.
John) 1, Cinco De Mayo (S.
Shareef) 2, Golden Gallery (Dar-
shan) 3 and Perfect Halo (M.
Rajesh K) 4. 1, 1-1/4 and Lnk. 1m,
14.36s. 23 (W), 11, 13 and 17 (p),
SHP: 27, THP: 50, FP: 43, Q: 28,
Trinella: 164, Exacta: 734. Favour-
ite: Contador. Owner: M/s. Rapar’s
Galloping Stars LLP rep. by Mr. Ra-
jendran. Trainer: Arjun
Mangalorkar.

2. HEBBE FALLS PLATE (DIV. II):
SOUTHERN POWER (Akshay K) 1, Je
Ne Sais Quoi (L.A. Rozario) 2, Alta-
monte (Jagadeesh) 3 and Apollo
Light (P. Surya) 4. 1-1/4, 1 and Nk.
1m, 26.58s. 323 (W), 14, 14 and 34
(p), SHP: 32, THP: 104, FP: 49, Q:
28, Trinella: 731, Exacta: 10,766.
Favourite: Southern Power. Own-
ers: Dr. K. Raghavan, Dr. Arun
Raghavan & Mr. Dayanand
Kachuwabh. Trainer; Faraz Arshad.
3. BLACK CAVIAR PLATE: PROPH-
ECY (S. Saglain) 1, Crosswater (Ant-
ony) 2, Palomino (Akshay K) 3 and
Super Sapphire (Suraj) 4. 2-3/4, 2-
3/4 and 1/2. 1m, 06.65s. 328 (W), 11,
13 and 18 (p), SHP: 31, THP: 49, FP:
73, Q: 41, Trinella: 522, Exacta:
663. Favourite: Prophecy. Owners:
Mr. P.J. Vazifdar, Mr. M. Rishad,
Mr. Kersi H. Vachha & Mr. Mukul
A. Sonawala & M/s. DT Racing &
Breeding LLP Mr. Nariman Dickey
Chothia. Trainer: Imtiaz Khan.

4. HOGENAKKAL FALLS PLATE:
AIRCRAFT (Srinath) 1, Breeze
Bluster (Darshan) 2, Pharazon

(L.A. Rozario) 3 and Queen Of Kyiv
(Suraj) 4. Shd, Nk and 1. Im,
38.62s. 2173 (W), 34, 58 and 11 (p),
SHP: 212, THP: 36, FP: 3,209, Q:
1,611, Trinella: 63,438 (c/0), Ex-
acta: 88,422 (c/o). Favourite:
Queen Of Kyiv. Owner: Mr.
Roopesh S. Trainer: Warren Singh.
5. ARDENT KNIGHT TROPHY:
PRIME ABBESS (Antony) 1, Own
Legacy (Darshan) 2, Impiana (L.A.
Rozario) 3 and Anakin (Vinod
Shinde) 4. 1, 1/2 and 1/2. 1m,
25.65s. 320 (w), 13, 21 and 30 (p),
SHP: 54, THP: 64, FP: 101, Q: 79,
Trinella: 1,446, Exacta: 48,240. Fa-
vourite: Prime Abbess. Owner: Mr.
C. Aryama Sundaram. Trainer: Im-
tiaz Khan.

6. KABINI CUP: AMRELI (Srinath) 1,
Inyouwebelieve (Akshay K) 2,
Promise Kept (Likith Appu) 3 and
Knight In Hooves (Salman Khan)
4. Not run: English Bay. 2-1/2, Nose
and 4-3/4. 1m, 11.86s. 18 (w), 11, 14
and 19 (p), SHP: 27, THP: 64, FP:
55, Q: 24, Trinella: 275, Exacta:
1,741. Favourite: Amreli. Owner:
Mr. Rajan Aggarwal. Trainer: Pra-
deep Annaiah.

7. HEBBE FALLS PLATE (DIV. I):
MEMORABLE TIME (Vinod Shinde)
1, Ultimate Chance (S. Saqlain) 2,
My Vision (Antony) 3 and South-
ern Dynasty (Darshan) 4. Not run:
Augusto. Lnk, Lnk and 4. 1m,
27.34s. ¥83 (W), 19, 15 and 20 (p),
SHP: 38, THP: 46, FP: 486, Q: 198,
Trinella: 3,445, Exacta: 15,815. Fa-
vourite: Limited Edition. Owners:
Mr. H.K. Lakshman Gowda & Mr.
Sharath M. Narayana. Trainer: V.
lokanath.

Jackpot: 81,413 (one tkt.); Runner-
up: 697 (50 tkts.); Treble (i): 2,230
(four tkts.); (ii): 976 (13 tkts.).

Prannoy returns to action
after injury layoff; Srikanth,
Lakshya eye winning starts

JAPAN MASTERS

Press Trust of India
KUMAMOTO

India's No. 1 shuttler H.S.
Prannoy will make his
much-anticipated return
from a back injury, while
Lakshya Sen will look to
find his rhythm in the Japan
Masters Super 500 tourna-
ment beginning here on
Tuesday.

Prannoy had pulled out
of the Denmark and French
Open due to a back injury
that troubled him during
his historic bronze medal-
winning performance at
the Asian Games in Hangz-
hou last month.

The 31-year-old, his back
heavily taped, had secured
India's first medal in men's
singles in 41 years at the
Hangzhou showpiece.

Returning to action after
four weeks, the World
Championships bronze me-
dallist will like to take it
“slowly” as he will be up
against unseeded Lee
Cheuk Yui of Hong Kong.

"I am just taking it a little
slowly, not rushing up on
the injury side,” Prannoy
had said before leaving for
Japan. "I would say it is pret-
ty better than how it was
during the Asian Games. I

correctly is critical. PTI

have started training also.
We also have to do the wor-
kload correctly. That is the
biggest challenge which I
face as a player in the next
few years."

If Prannoy overcomes
his opponents in the first
two rounds, his first big
challenge could be against
second-seeded Anthony Si-
nisuka Ginting of Indonesia
in the quarterfinals.

The tournament will also
offer opportunities to
Lakshya Sen and K. Sri-
kanth to earn ranking
points as the Olympic qual-
ification period has already
begun on May 1 and will run
until April 28 next year. The
world's top-16 during the

Looking after yourself: Prannoy says managing workload

period will make the cut for
Paris. While world No. 8
Prannoy finds himself safe-
ly inside the Olympic quali-
fication bracket, Lakshya
(No. 17) and Srikanth (No.
23) will look to collect more
ranking points to be in the
safe zone before the Paris
cut-off date.

Double Olympic medal-
list PV. Sindhu is seeded
eighth and is the only In-
dian in the fray in women's
singles. She will be up
against unseeded Mia Blich-
feldt of Denmark. Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chi-
rag Shetty will begin their
campaign against Chinese-
Taipei's Elu Ching Yao and
Yang Po Han.

Scan the QR code to
participate in the quiz.
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[TRIVIA CHALLENGE

Who won the Man of the Match in the first semi-final of the
1992 edition scoring 60 runs off 37 balls?

Which Indian Cricketer who was part of the 1999 ODI World
Cup squad was born in Trinidad?

In which World Cup edition did South Africa debut?

Answer to yesterday's quiz:
1. Joel Garner

2. Kumar Sangakkara

3. Michael Bevan
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India emerges the champion

The squad wins its last league match against Argentina after downing Britain, USA, Italy and South Africa earlier in the

tournament; the team had topped the Asia-Oceania competition in Japan to qualify for the World Finals

ROD LAVER TENNIS

Sports Bureau

he Indian team won
Tits last league
match 4-2 against

Argentina and emerged the
champion of the IC Rod
Laver World Junior Chal-
lenge at the La Jolla Beach
and Tennis Club in San Die-

g | i

I

go, USA. i
India won three of the  InElite company: The Indian team of So
four singles matches  Manas Dhamne with the legendary Rod Laver. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

through Manas Dhamne,

Rushil Khosla and Sohini
Mohanty to get a firm grip
on the contest. Manas,
struggling with a stomach

strain, partnered Rushil to
wrap up the doubles match
in style, blanking Juan Mor-
resi and Ramiro Toninelli.

India captain Vikram
Anand praised the fine per-
formance of the players, es-
pecially the dominant

hini Mohanty, Rushil Khosla, Vikram Anand, Asmi Adkar, and

show of Rushil and Sohini.
The team was consistently
strong and never had to
play the optional mixed

doubles right through its
five matches. India had ear-
lier beaten Britain, USA,
Italy and South Africa.

The team had topped
the Asia-Oceania competi-
tion in Japan to qualify for
the World Finals. Rod Lav-
er presented the trophy to
the champion team.

The results (league): India bt
Argentina 4-2 (Manas Dhamne
bt Juan Morresi 6-1, 6-2; Rushil
Khosla bt Ramiro Toninelli 6-2,
6-2; Asmi Adkar lost to Lespiau
Beveraggi 6-1, 3-6, [3-10]; Sohini
Mohanty bt Zoe Lazar 6-3, 6-4;
Rushil & Manas bt Juan & Ramiro
6-0, 6-0; Asmi & Sohini lost to
Lespiau & Zoe 4-6, 6-7(6).

Bhagat clinches gold
at Hulic Daihatsu Japan

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Para Asian Games gold me-
dallist shuttler Pramod Bha-
gat continued his good run,
bagging a gold medal in the
SL3 singles category at the
Hulic Daihatsu Japan para
badminton international
tournament in Tokyo. He
defeated compatriot Manoj
Sarkar 21-16, 21-19 in the title
clash.

In mixed doubles, Bhagat
and Manisha Ramadass
went down to the Chinese
pair of Yang Jianyuan and
Yang Qiu Xia 14-21, 21-15, 16-
21 while Sukant Kadam lost
to Malaysia’s Mohd Amin
Burhanuddin in the semifi-

Pramod Bhagat.
X@PRAMODBHAGAT83

nals to secure a bronze in
the singles SL4 category.
India's Tarun won a
bronze in the same category
after going down in the sem-
ifinal. Nehal Gupta and Na-
veen Sivakumar also se-
cured a gold medal for India

in men's doubles SL3-SL4
category beating Deep Ran-
jan Bisoyee and Manoj Sar-
kar 21-19, 18-21, 21-17 in the fi-
nal. Manasi Joshi won a
bronze medal in women's
SL3 category, while Hardik
Makkar and Ruthick Ragu-
pathi bagged bronze in
men's doubles SU5 division.

Thulasimathi Murugesan
secured a silver in women's
SU5 category and Manish
Ramdass won the bronze.
Manasi Joshi and Thulasi-
mathi Murugesan then
teamed up to win a gold me-
dal in women's doubles SL3-
SU5 category, beating the
Indonesia’s Leani Ratri Okti-
la, Khalimatus Sadiyah 21-
16, 21-11 in the final.

Balaji and Begemann win third
Challenger title in four weeks

TENNIS

Sports Bureau

Sumit Nagal went down
fighting 3-6, 6-3, 2-6 to Co-
rentin Moutet of France in
the final of the €145,000
Challenger tennis tourna-
ment in Helsinki on Sunday.
It was the fourth Challenger
final for the 26-year-old Su-
mit this season, and he had
won two titles.

In the doubles final, Sri-
ram Balaji and Andre Bege-
mann beat the second seeds

-

Jeevan  Nedunchezhiyan
and Vijay Sundar Prashant
6-2, 7-5.

It was the third Challen-

Victorious: Begemann and Balaji reigned supreme in the Helsinki

Challenger. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

bles rank of 76, had also
made four other doubles fi-

nals earlier in the season
with different partners.

The champion doubles
team won 125 ATP points

ger title in four weeks for
the Indo-German combina-
tion. Balaji, who has
reached a career-best dou-

and 8,420.

Other results: €145,000
Challenger, Helsiniki
(semifinals):

Sumit Nagal bt Stefano Travaglia
(Ita) 6-1, 6-4.

We are well prepared for 2026 World Cup Qualifiers: Chhetri

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Talismanic India striker Su-
nil Chhetri believes his
team is “strong” and “more
prepared” than previous
occasions to make it to the
next round of the FIFA
World Cup 2026 Qualifiers.

The 39-year-old will lead
India in Round 2 of the
World Cup Qualifiers and
AFC Asian Cup Saudi Ara-
bia 2027 Joint Qualification
campaign when it takes on
Kuwait in the opening away
tie on Thursday.

“I think it is just the mo-
rale of the team, or what
has happened in the last
6-8 months. A lot of boys
have taken their places in
the team. And that is why
we are probably more pre-
pared,” Chhetri told AIFF
on Monday.

“Also, the World Cup

Being clinical: Chhetri says the Indian team will need to carry over
its dominance at home into away matches as well. FILE PHOTO

Qualifiers are happening at
atime when a lot of us have
a decent amount of game
time under our belts. All

these things do matter.” In-
dia will play matches
against Kuwait, Qatar and
Afghanistan, and the cap-

tain said the team will not
be taken aback by the play-

ing styles of their
opponents.
“We played Kuwait

twice a few months back,
so we have better know-
ledge of them. We have
played Qatar at least thrice
in the last three years. And
we always know Afghanis-
tan. Barring the away tie in
Kuwait, we are aware of the
atmosphere for the away
matches against Afghanis-
tan and Qatar,” said
Chhetri.

Chhetri also added that
India will rely more on
teamwork than individual
flair to give a tough fight to
its rivals.

“I think we are at the
right stage. This team prob-
ably is a strong side. It’s a
team that has played to-
gether for some time. And
a lot of youngsters are

there.”

Chhetri, though, said
that to translate home suc-
cess on foreign soil, hard
work and tweaks in meth-
od would be an absolute
necessity.

“At home, we have done
decently well. In away
games, we haven’t. If we
have to go to the next
round and be among the 18
best teams in Asia, we have
to rectify our method,”
Chbhetri said.

India had beaten Kuwait
5-4 on penalties to clinch
the ninth SAFF Champion-
ship title earlier this year
but Chhetri warned that
playing the side in its home
could be tougher.

“Now the local fans are
probably going to be hos-
tile against us. Kuwait will
be different because all
teams are different when
they play at home.”
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See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Where as complaint has been made before me that accused Rahisuddin
Malik S/0 Sh. Mustakim Malik, R/o- H. No. D-186, 3rd Floor, Abdul Fazal
Enclave, Jamia Nagar, New Delhi has committed (or suspected to have
committed) the offence in case registered vide FIR No. 397/22 U/s
406/420 IPC PS. New Friends Colony, New Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused
Rahisuddin Malik can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Rahisuddin Malik has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Rahisuddin Malik of
case FIR No. 397/22 U/s 406/420 IPC PS. New Friends Colony, New
Delhi is required to appear before this court (or before me) to answer the
complaint on or before the day of 10.01.2024
By Order
Ms. Shriya Agrawal
Addl. Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
South East Distt., Room No. 515
Saket Courst, New Delhi

DP/12786/SE/2023 (Court Matter)

—

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that ol
an unidentified person whose name, >
residence and family is unknown, was
found unconscious on strip between |
Najafgarh Uttam Nagar Road, near
Metro Pillar 690, Uttam Nagar, Delhion | .
13.11.2023. He was taken to DDU |, °
Hospital, Hari Nagar, where he was|
declared brought dead. In this regard [+ '}
DD No. 67A, dated 13.11.2023 has
been registered at P.S. Bindapur, Delhi.
The description of the UIDB is as under:
Sex: Male, Age: About 35-40 years, Height: 5'0", Complexion:
Wheatish, Face: Long, Built: Thin, Wearing: Black shirt.

If anyone has any information about this UIDB, kindly inform the
SHO/Bindapur, Delhi.

SHO

P.S. Bindapur, Delhi
DP/13013/DW/2023 Ph. No.: 8750871025

E-mail: sho.bindapur@delhipolice.gov.in

E-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tender is invited on behalf of the
President of India for the under mentioned
work:- E-Tender No.: ECR-CAO-C-S-
EPC-05-23-24; Name of work:
Construction of double line track (3rd & 4th
line) formation including earth work,
blanketing, minor bridges, major bridges,
Rail Fly over, electrification works and
other miscellaneous works for 32.5 T axle
load including Electrical TRD (2x25 KV) in
Gomoh-Koderma section (in between
DFCC CH: 28.470 (IR CH: 300.15) to
DFCC CH: 122.00 (IR CH: 393.55) in
DHN Division of East Central Railway;
Approx. cost of the work in (Rs.):
%1101,85,28,898.52; Cost of tender form
in (Rs.): %0.00/-; Earnest money in (Rs.):
%2,00,00,000/-; Period of work
completion: 1095 [One Thousand and
Ninety Five] Days; Date and time for Pre-
Bid Conference: 23.11.2023 at 12:00 hrs.;
Date and time for closing of tender:
22.12.2023 at 12:00 hrs. Any e-tenders
which is sent by Post/Courier/Fax or by
hand will not be accepted. All such manual
submission of tender even if it is on firm's
letter pad or received in time will not be
accepted. The above e-tender document
alongwith full information is available on
website http:/fwww.ireps.gov.in. Note: In
case of any decrpencies found in tender
notice, English version will be final.
Tenderers are requested to visit the
website http://www.ireps.gov.in atleast
15 days before last date of closing, for
latest corrigendum/corrections etc. in
connection with this e-tender. Any
change/addendam/corrigendum will be
published on IREPS website only.
CAO/Con/South
ECR/Mahendrughat, Patna
PR/01618/CONS/Engg.T/23-24/52

THEsO2 HINDU

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

TO ADVERTISE
PLEASE CONTACT

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR
PH: 9820350726

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in

THE st HINDU

India’s National Newspaper

E-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tender is invited on behalf of the
President of India for the under mentioned
work:- E-Tender No.: ECR-CAO-C-S-
ETEN-48-23-24 in Two packet system;
Name of work: Composite tender of Civil &
Electrical works for Construction of Ara
Bypass Line to be connected from
Jagjivan Halt (PNBE-DDU Main line) to
existing Ara-Sasaram line through link
cabin (YConnectivity at Ara) under
Danapur Division of East Central Railway;
Approx. cost of the work in (Rs.):
%52,14,46,893.06; Bid Security in (Rs.):
%27,57,200.00/-; Period of work
completion: 18 [Eighteen Months]; Date
and time for closing of tender:
29.11.2023 at 15:30 hrs. Any e-tenders
which is sent by Post/Courier/Fax or by
hand will not be accepted. All such manual
submission of tender even if it is on firm's
letter pad or received in time will not be
accepted. The above e-tender document
alongwith full information is available on
website http:/fwww.ireps.gov.in. Note: In
case of any descripencies found in tender
notice, English version will be final.
Tenderers are requested to visit the
website http://www.ireps.gov.in atleast
15 days before last date of closing, for
latest corrigendum/corrections etc. in
connection with this e-tender.
CAO/Con/South
ECR/Mahendrughat, Patna
PR/01619/CONS/Engg./T/23-24/44

SEARCH FOR MISSING

General public is hereby informed that this
woman namely Basanti, W/o Suraj, R/o
114, Phase 1, Aya Nagar, Delhi, is missing
since 01.11.2023 at about 11:00 AM from
her house. In this regard a case vide DD
No. 53A, dated 03.11.2023, has been
lodged at P.S. Fatehpur Beri, Delhi.
Sincere efforts have been made by the [
local police to trace out the missing woman [ —
but no clue has come to light so far.
The description of the missing woman is as

under:

Gender: Female, Age: 21 years, Height: 5'0", Complexion:
Sallow, Face: Round, Built: Thin, ID Mark: Mole on chin,
Wearing: Green suit and salwar, black slippers in feet.

If anyone has any information regarding this missing woman,

57
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APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed
1 that an unidentified deadbody of
male Age : About 25 years, Height:
5’5", Face: Round, Complexion :
Wheatish, Build: Medium, wearing
black colour T-shirt, black colour
| jeans and sports shoes in feet, was
found dead on 12.11.2023 in drain,
near Shri Balaji Charitable Trust,
Manglam Road, AGCR Enclave,

kindly inform to the following:
E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax : 011-24368639

SHO
P.S. Fatehpur Beri, Delhi
Ph. No.: 8750870826

Delhi. In this regard a DD No. 45-A dated 12.11.2023 has
been lodged at P.S. Anand Vihar, Delhi. The dead body
has been preserved for identification for 72 hours in the
mortuary of Subzi Mandi, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about the
deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned on the
following address or telephone nos.

SHO - P.S. Anand Vihar, Delhi

O

WITH CONFIDENCE

A 6-week course that offers

® 6 one-on-one Coach Calls: On pronunciation, intonation, accent, followed by personalised feedback over 30 minutes

THE HINDU GROUP

~ SPEAKING

GOOD ENGLISH
DOES NOT HAVE
TOBETHIS

- GHALENGNG!

® 6 LIVE classes: 1-hour each focusing on conversational language

Improve your accent, pronunciation and confidence
with this highly interactive English learning course.

® 131 short self-learning webisodes: 17-hour online learning content covering various aspects of speaking

® 1 unit per week covering: Introducing yourself (Week 1) | Everyday English (Week 2] | Being formal (Week 3) |
Socialising (Week 4) | Everyday transactions (Week 5) | Avoiding common grammatical errors (Week 6)

| This one of a kind course would be available only once in 45 days. |

STEP

Tel. No. : 011-21210296, 21210294,

DP/12893/SD/2023 E-mail: sho-fberi-dl@nic.in DP/13038/SHD/23 8595888677
CM
M »

Scan the QR code
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The short ball — Shreyas Iyer’s
nemesis no more

It may feel strange to mention Shreyas, short-pitched, and pull in the same sentence, but the former got him to his first World Cup century
while the latter turned out to be his most productive shot in the match against the Netherlands

Ayan Acharya the post-match press conference after the From the time he came to bat against he has played most of his cricket on the THE GIST
win against Sri Lanka that sealed India’s the Dutch, Shreyas was given a fair share high-bounce pitches in Mumbai, he was
hreyas Iyer got his first World place in the semifinals. “Have you seen of back-of-a-length deliveries. But it was confident of facing the rising deliveries.
v

Cup century on Sunday, off 84

balls, against the Netherlands at

the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru. This hundred, his fourth in
the format, came on the back of his 82
against Sri Lanka and 77 versus South
Africa.

Shreyas reached the landmark with a
single off a short ball, and his most
productive shot of the evening was the
pull shot. It may feel strange to mention

Shreyas, short-pitched, and pull in the to his “temperament,” as Dravid pointed transpired. you think it's a problem for me, butinmy  India A setup thereafter
same sentence in a piece extolling his out on the eve of the Netherlands game. mind, I know there's no problem," -
innings. Shreyas has worked closely with Dravid | Brutal response Shreyas had said.

After all, Shreyas's problem with the
short ball has been well documented. The
issue, it seemed, was that he didn’t have a
defensive option against it, so he either
went for an unconvincing pull or hopped
awkwardly to defend instead of just
swaying out of the line.

However, the story has been different
this ODI World Cup. Trusted by captain
Rohit Sharma and coach Rahul Dravid to
deliver as India’s No. 4, Shreyas has been
the team’s designated middle-order
aggressor, whose job has been to take
risks against specific bowlers.

“When you say it’s a problem for me,
what do you mean?” Shreyas had asked at

how many pull shots I've scored,
especially those that have gone for four?”

Shreyas, though, didn’t get off to the
brightest of starts in this tournament,
having been dismissed for a duck in the
campaign opener against Australia in
Chennai.

He was, in fact, out to the short ball
against New Zealand and England. But
there has since been an uptick in form for
the Mumbai right-hander, thanks in part

since 2015 when the latter was with the
Delhi Daredevils (now Delhi Capitals) as
mentor. The association extended to the
India A setup thereafter.

“Everyone will have areas that they
need to work on and need to improve.
There’s no complete batsman who can
say that I know everything or that I'm
very good at everything," Dravid said.

"You're always going to have areas to
improve. But at the end of the day, you
have to be judged by the results you
produce. And the runs you score and
when you score them. And I think with
Shreyas, [that’s] one of the things that
does stand out,” he added.

no problem for him on a slightly
easy-paced wicket.

The challenge for the opposition is that
once Shreyas is set, you have to wait for
him to manufacture a dismissal. If not the
short ball, the next best way to get him
out is when he steps out to a spinner and
misses, or when he has scored more than
a hundred and is looking to inflict more
damage. Unfortunately for the
Netherlands, none of the above

The pacers resorted to the slower balls,
which became predictable after a point
and were dealt with brutally. When it was
on his legs, Shreyas flicked it or just
worked it around to rotate the strike.

He may not be the best player of the
short ball, but you will not find Shreyas
lacking in willingness to strive harder.

That quality in a flamboyant batter
such as him is rare to find.

"My last few innings have given me a lot
of confidence. It wasn't an easy wicket to
start on, so I knew I had to make the most
of getting a good start," Shreyas said after
the win against the Netherlands.

Shreyas had recently argued that since

"Coming from Mumbai, especially from
Wankhede, the bounce is pretty much
even, and it bounces way more than any
other pitches. I've played the majority of
my games here, so I know how to tackle
it. It's just that when I go to hit some
shots, you are bound to get out, and
sometimes it may work, sometimes it may
not.

“And the majority of the time it hasn't
worked for me; maybe that's the reason

There was evidence that Shreyas had
worked on how he played the short stuff.
Admittedly, most bouncers by the
Netherlands quicks were not the best
Shreyas has had to face, but there were
signs he had made a conscious attempt to
get inside the line and shown enough
patience before unfurling an array of pull
shots.

On Sunday, as he walked back to the
dressing room, unbeaten on 128 off 94
balls, Shreyas would know he had repaid
the faith with yet another show of
strength. But sterner tests await in the
first semifinal against New Zealand in
Mumbai on Wednesday.

il A

K. MURALI KUMAR

Shreyas didn’t seem to have a
defensive option against the

short ball until recently

v

He has worked closely with
Dravid since 2015 when the
latter was with the Delhi
Daredevils as mentor. The
association extended to the

There has been evidence that
Shreyas had worked on how he
played the short stuff. There

were signs he had made a

conscious attempt to get inside

the line and shown enough

patience before unfurling an

array of pull shots

Sinner’s red-orange hair, the carrot idea and the Carota Boys’ club

Associated Press
TURIN

They’ve quickly become some of the
most recognisable fans in tennis. And
what began as a spur of the moment
idea between six supporters of Jannik
Sinner to dress up as carrots has
turned into a fully sponsored globe-
trotting enterprise.

After first appearing at the Italian
Open in May, the orange-clad ‘Carota
Boys’ quickly picked up support from
one of Sinner’s sponsors and were
sent to cheer for their favourite
player at the French Open, Wimble-
don and the U.S. Open.

Orders for T-shirts featuring the
Carota Boys’ logo have come in from
Brazil, Greece, Switzerland, France
and the United States.

“It’s all been far beyond anything
we could have imagined,” said Carota
Boys member Enrico Ponsi.

Last week, the group of six boy-
hood friends were treated to a private
meeting with their idol.

“They’re almost more famous
than I am,” Sinner said. “I got the
names but I still got a little bit con-
fused because they have these good-
looking costumes with the carota.

CM
K

“It’s great to have this dedicated
fan club. It’s growing, so I’'m happy
for them,” Sinner added. “It’s funny.”

The carrot idea is partly a tribute
to Sinner’s red-orange hair and how
he ate carrots instead of the more
common banana during a changeov-
er at a tournament in Vienna in 2019.
“Carota” is the Italian word for
carrot.

Closer to their roots

While they’ve been around the globe
recently, this week the carrots are
staying closer to their roots.

That’s because the ATP Finals in
Turin is located just an hour’s drive
from the Carota Boys’ hometown of
Revello.

“Whereas at other tournaments
we’ve had to leave after a few days,
this one we can attend all week,” Pon-
si said before Sinner opened the tour-
nament with a convincing win over
Stefanos Tsitsipas on Sunday.

So who are the Carota Boys?

They’re all in their 20s — only
slightly older than the 22-year-old
Sinner.

Besides Ponsi, there’s Gianluca
Bertorello, Alessandro Dedominici,
Lorenzo Ferrato, Francesco Gaboardi

and Alberto Mondino.

Ponsi and Dedominici are into
agriculture, Bertorello is a baker and
the others are office-goers.

“We bought the costumes on the
Internet,” Ponsi said.

Since the Carota Boys made their
debut in Rome, Sinner has risen from
No. 8 to No. 4 in the rankings — mak-
ing him the highest-ranked Italian
man since Adriano Panatta nearly a
half century ago.

But it’s not just Sinner’s perfor-
mance that the Carota Boys appre-
ciate. “He’s a simple guy like us,” Fer-
rato said. “He’s a very humble guy. So
we love this aspect of him.”

“We appreciate his modesty and
his simplicity. He behaves well on the
court and he never says anything out
of place off the court. He’s a very res-
pectful kid,” added Ponsi.

Expect to see the Carota Boys out
in full force when Sinner takes on
top-ranked Novak Djokovic on Tues-
day. Other fans have also been getting
involved with the orange theme by
wearing orange-colored wigs.

“It fills us with pride that others
are following our lead,” Ponsi said,
“We’re hoping to color the entire are-
na orange.”

LW A\
| Y LI

A "“. )

L

Bursting into the public conscience: The Carota Boys have made a name for themselves all over the world. Ap
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Unravelling the secrets of swing
in cricket with physics

A study found that the coefficient of friction doubles when humidity is increased by 20% and decreases only thereafter, thanks to hydrogen bonds.

So in moist weather, the coefficient of friction can increase. This may be why India’s batters lost three early wickets against Australia in Chennai

Dhiraj Sinha

ricket matches under day-night
conditions are associated with
shifts in humidity and
moisture. However, most
cricket teams’ captains have not
displayed awareness that choosing to
bowl first in a day-night game - because
dew is expected later - carries specific
risks.

Fans of the sport are aware of the ‘dew
factor’: water vapour condenses on the
ground in the evening, creating a slippery
surface. As a result, spinners have a
harder time getting the ball to grip and
fast bowlers have more trouble producing
swing and seam. Fielding on a slippery
ground is also obviously harder.

As aresult of these changes in ground
conditions, batters appear to have an
advantage under dew, as they face less
swing, less spin, and less lateral
movement of the ball. (Sometimes, fast
bowlers release the ball at a certain angle
into its flight path. As a result, air flow is
turbulent on one side of the ball and
streamlined on the other. This causes a
sudden pressure difference that causes
the ball to deviate from its path in a
motion called its swing.) Batters also
expect the ball to skid off the bat under
dew, and expect opportunities to
maintain a higher run rate with less
effort.

For these reasons, most captains
winning the toss in day-night matches
prefer to bowl first and bat second.

Friction isn’t so straightforward

A closer analysis of the physics of friction
suggests that the belief that dew always
increases slipperiness is scientifically
flawed. Friction is reduced only when the
water film in between is thick enough to
reduce the amount of physical contact
between two surfaces. When the
thickness is below a certain threshold, it
increases the overall friction because the
water molecules interact more strongly
with the two surfaces due to adhesive
forces.

A recent study led by Liang Peng of the
University of Amsterdam found that the
coefficient of friction doubled when
humidity was increased by 20% and
decreased only thereafter. The scientists
attributed this to hydrogen bonds that
formed as a result of electrostatic forces.

Thus, in moist weather, the coefficient
of friction increases, advantaging the
bowler. This may have been why India’s
batters lost three early wickets in the
match against Australia in Chennai.

Bowling speed also has some impact
on the friction. The work of German
physicist Richard Stribeck on friction has
shown that for a given layer of lubricant -
such as a film of water on a bat or a ball -
friction increases when the speed of
interaction between two surfaces is
higher than a threshold value. So in wet
conditions, fast bowlers can use this
feature to force the ball to grip more by
launching it at a higher speed.

Effects of weather conditions
Cricketers have also displayed the belief
that the dew content negatively
influences swing. In specific weather
conditions, there is one optimum
bowling speed, one optimum seam angle,
and one desirable spin rate. If the

Jasprit Bumrah bowls during the 2023 ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup match between India and Sri Lanka at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai, November 2,

e

2023. AFP

delivery speed is less than the optimal
value, the spin will need to be increased
to generate a certain amount of swing.

The ball’s trajectory through the air
also creates an asymmetric flow field
around its surface, which produces the
so-called Magnus force. The strength of
the force increases when the temperature
is lower and there is more moisture in the
air. That is, changes in air density have a
strong influence on the swing.

For example, if the temperature drops
from 25° C to 15° C, the air density will
increase by 4%, and the ball’s deviation
due to swing can increase by an inch. The
effect is minor but the outcomes can be
significant.

Here’s another relatively less-known
fact: when the air temperature drops,
sunlight causes less turbulence in the air
above the pitch, giving bowlers more
control. The success of Indian bowlers
Mohammed Shami and Jasprit Bumrah in
the ongoing ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup
may well be due to this effect.

A misunderstanding of the impact of
dew can leave batters overconfident, and
cause them to get out caught when trying
to hit what they believe to be ‘easy’ balls
for boundaries.

Instead, their chances can improve if
they maintain a particular level of
moisture content on their gloves and
soles, while avoiding six-hitting.

A misunderstanding of the impact of
dew can leave batters overconfident,
and cause them to be dismissed
caught, trying to hit what they believe
to be ‘easy’ balls for boundaries

Ins and outs of the DLS method
Cricketers playing a game in wet weather
also need to contend with the
peculiarities of the
Duckworth-Lewis-Stern (DLS) method.
The prospect of rain forces captains to
prefer risk-free play that preserves
wickets. This is because the DLS method
works with the ratio of runs scored to
resources used, and the resources are the
number of overs and wickets available.
According to the DLS method, when
setting a target, Team A’s score per unit
resource is multiplied by Team B’s
resources. The ‘worth’ of a ball and
wicket in percentage terms are derived
from data in a sliding four-year window.
For example, if Team A batting first
scores 150 runs in 25 overs and loses four
wickets, it will have used 50% of its
resources according to the DLS method.
If the team had known that it would bat
only only for 25 overs, its members may

have tried to score more even at the
expense of the remaining wickets. In this
setting, the DLS method assumes that
Team B has more resources, and sets it a
higher target to compensate for the
denial of resources to Team A.

If rain shortens the game such that
Team B has 25 overs left plus 10 wickets
in hand, the method estimates Team B to
have 66.5% of its resources remaining. So
it is expected to score 16.5% more runs
than Team A did in 25 overs. Thus we
have a target of 175 in 25 overs for a draw
and 176 runs for a win.

Key drawbacks of the DLS method are
that it can’t factor in the quantitative
values of each team and that it favours
teams that maintain a low run-rate and
keep wickets in hand. In addition, the
method also neglects the fact that, when
after rain, Team B will have to play with a
very damp pitch, which will influence its
run-making abilities even while
advantaging Team A, which can reap
more gains if it knows how to use friction
to achieve its goals.

For these reasons, our cricketers must
be made fully aware of the intricacies of
playing with dew and moisture, and
ensure future wins.

(The author holds a doctorate in
electrical engineering from the University
of Cambridge, U.K. His areas of expertise
are microsystems, sensors, and antennae.)
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Recent animal extinctions from Asia
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QUESTION 1

This leopard species was first
described in 1862. Within the next
120 years, it went extinct in its home
range in Taiwan. An extensive
15-year survey from 1997 to 2012
also failed to find any individuals.
Name the species.

A

QUESTION 2

Until at least 2008, this tiger species
was believed to have gone extinct in
the 1950s. The species was
described as being the smallest tiger
on the Sunda Islands. After a 2017
reform in taxonomy, this species was
brought under Panthera tigris
sondaica, which includes the extant
Sumatran tiger. Name this tiger.

CM
K

QUESTION 3

This species of deer was endemic to
Thailand and resembled the
barasingha. It was described in 1863.
The deer’s population dwindled after
Thailand intensified rice cultivation,
and was last recorded in 1938. Name
the species.

A

QUESTION 4

This species of aquatic mammal went
extinct in the 1970s. Until 2003, it was
thought to be a subspecies of the
California sea lion, but has since been
classified as a separate species. It was
driven to extinction by over-hunting
and possibly submarine warfare during
World War Il. Name it.

A

QUESTION 5

This equine species was also called the
hemippe. It was rendered extinct by

1927 by overhunting as well as by the
consequences of World War I. It was
the smallest equine species and
couldn’t be domesticated. Name it.
Answers to November 9 quiz:

1. Separation between three phases -
Ans: 120 degrees

2. Impedance combines the effects of
this and resistance - Ans: Reactance
3. Inverse of capacitance - Ans:
Elastance

4. Value of the earth’s
self-capacitance - Ans: 710
microfarad

5. English physicist who coined terms
like impedance, etc. - Ans: Oliver
Heaviside

Visual: Transformer

First contact: Mohammed Anshad E.K.
| Gandhi Vadlapatla | Chandan
Sharma | Srinivasa Reddy B.

Please send in your answers

,‘

to

science@thehindu.co.in

Visual: Name the species of ox memorialised in this statue in Cambodia. It’s
also the national animal of Cambodia and classified as possibly extinct.
CHRISTIAN PIRKL (CC BY-SA 4.0)
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Euclid’s image of the iconic Horsehead Nebula,
received from ESA on November 10, 2023. AFP

Starry Euclid
images spur
probe of 'dark
universe'

Reuters

European astronomers have released the
first images from the newly launched
Euclid space telescope, designed to
unlock the secrets of dark matter and
dark energy, hidden forces thought to
make up 95% of the universe.

The European Space Agency (ESA),
which leads the six-year mission with
NASA as a partner, said the images were
the sharpest of their kind, showcasing the
telescope’s ability to monitor billions of
galaxies up to 10 billion light years away.

The images spanned four areas of the
relatively nearby universe, including
1,000 galaxies belonging to the massive
Perseus cluster just 240 million light-years
away, and more than 100,000 galaxies
spread out in the background, ESA said.

Scientists believe vast, seemingly
organised structures such as Perseus
could only have formed if dark matter
exists.

Tell-tale signs of the hidden force
exerted by dark matter include galaxies
rotating more quickly than scientists
would expect from the amount of visible
matter that can be detected.

Its influence is also implicated in
pulling together some of the most massive
structures in the universe, like clusters of
galaxies.

Dark energy is even more enigmatic. Its

Images spanned four areas of the
nearby universe, including 1,000
galaxies belonging to the Perseus
cluster 240 million light-years
away, and more than 100,000
galaxies in the background

hypothetical existence was established
only in the 1990s by studying exploding
stars called supernovas, resulting in a 2011
Nobel Prize shared between three
U.S.-born scientists.

Thanks in part to observations from
the earlier Hubble Space Telescope, they
concluded that the universe was not only
expanding but that the pace of expansion
was accelerating - a stunning discovery
attributed to the new concept of dark
energy.

After initial commissioning and
technical teething problems, including
stray light and guidance issues, Euclid will
now start piecing together a 3D map
encompassing about a third of the sky to
detect tiny variations attributable to the
dark universe.

By gaining new insights into dark
energy and matter, scientists hope to
better grasp the formation and
distribution of galaxies across the
so-called cosmic web of the universe.

Although the mission is designed to last
six years, ESA hopes Euclid has another
six months of propellant to keep it in
solar orbit some 1.5 million km away from
the earth at Lagrange point 2, or L2 -a
position of gravitational stability that is
also home to NASA’s James Webb Space
Telescope.

Other images released by ESA included
an irregular galaxy thought to resemble
building blocks of the universe and a
spiral formation known as the “Hidden
Galaxy”: a lookalike of our home galaxy
usually obscured by light and dust within
the Milky Way.

2N

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

) S ND-NDE




