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Quotes for reflection: 
 
 

Jesus declares, in the bookends that sanction the Great Commission, “I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” This is not, in the first place, a declaration of Christ’s 
divine omnipresence, what is true in terms of His deity, though that is surely involved. 
Rather, within the context of the Gospel, that declaration is a promise of Pentecost, a 
promise of what will soon be the case… Christ is with His church in the power of the 
Spirit to the end of the age. This enduring presence of the resurrected Christ is the 
primary meaning of Pentecost. 

—Richard Gaffin 
 

The church may continue confidently in the discipling and church-building task of 
extending the gospel to the nations, and to that end may continue confidently praying 
for and expecting revival today… We can be confident—despite adverse circumstances, 
despite repeated discouragements, despite the opposition that the church will inevitably 
encounter, not only from without but all too regrettably from within, despite times of 
spiritual decline and poverty—we can be confident in the commission given by the 
resurrected Jesus to the church because we know of the once-for-all finality of Holy 
Spirit baptism that occurred at Pentecost. 

—Richard Gaffin 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves: the King opens His 
gates and welcomes us into His courts. 

 
 
Gospel Invitation—Acts 1:8 
 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses. 

 
 
Sung Response—The Lord Is King, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Josiah Conder, 1824; Music: ROCKBRIDGE, Lucius Chapin,  
from The Harmonia Sacra, 1812, alt. 2010. 
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Call to Worship—Psalm 145:1-3, 10-13 
 

Pastor:   We will extol You, my God and King, and bless Your name forever and  
     ever. 
 
All:     Every day we will bless You and praise Your name forever and ever. 
 
Reader 1:  All Your works shall give thanks to You, O Lord, and all Your saints shall 
     bless You! 
 
Reader 2:  We shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom and tell of Your power. 
 
Pastor:   We will make known to the children of man Your mighty deeds, and the  
     glorious splendor of Your kingdom. 
 
All:     Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and His greatness is     
     unsearchable. 
 
Pastor:   Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Your dominion endures   
     throughout all generations. 
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Congregational Hymn—Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing 
 

 
 

Text: Robert Robinson, 1758; Music: NETTLETON, Asahel Nettleton, 1825. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and 
study with expectant hearts. In His Word, God particularly calls us to sing psalms: while all Scripture 
is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a specific exhortation for us to use the Psalter as 
the church’s songbook. 

 

Congregational Psalm—The Voice Of The Lord (Psalm 29) 
 

 
 

Text: based on Psalm 29:1-9, Nathan George, 2013;  
Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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Baptism of Benjamin, Sunny, August, and Levi Thomas,  
children of Luke and Ali Thomas 
 
 
 
 
Scripture Reading—Luke 3:3, 15-18 
 

And [John] went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As the people were in expectation, and all were 
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, John 
answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but He who is mightier than I is 
coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in His hand, to clear His threshing floor 
and to gather the wheat into His barn, but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Congregational Hymn—To Our Redeemer’s Glorious Name 
 

 
 

Text: Anne Steel, 1760; Music: MCKEE, Irish melody,  
arr. H. T. Burleigh, 1939. 
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Text: Anne Steele, 1760; Music: MCKEE, Irish Melody, arr. H. T. Burleigh, 1939.
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Sermon Text—Acts 18:24-19:7 
 

Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an 
eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the 
Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning 
Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the 
synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained 
to him the way of God more accurately. 27 And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the 
brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, 
he greatly helped those who through grace had believed, 28 for he powerfully refuted the 
Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus. 
 19:1 And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland 
country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2 And he said to them, 
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not 
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you 
baptized?” They said, “Into John's baptism.” 4 And Paul said, “John baptized with the 
baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after 
him, that is, Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 
began speaking in tongues and prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all. 

 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Sung Response—Breathe On Me, Breath Of God, Vs. 3 
 

 
 

Text: Edwin Hatch, 1878, Music: TRENTHAM, Robert Jackson, 1888. 
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Text: Edwin Hatch, 1878, Music: TRENTHAM, Robert Jackson, 1888.
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Sermon—Two Baptisms 

—Pastor, James Crampton 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND 
RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and seeking God’s 
favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—based on Ephesians 4:22-23, 26-32  
 

Pastor:  Lord, we come confessing. You told us to put off our old self, which belongs  to our   
   former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the  
   spirit of our minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true  
   righteousness and holiness.  
 
All:   But we have been angry and sinned. We have let the sun go down on our anger, and we 
   have given an opportunity to the devil. 
 
Pastor:  We have not put away all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and  slander, along 
   with all malice. 
 
All:   Corrupting talk has come out of our mouths, rather than speaking what is good for   
   building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 
 
Pastor:  We have not been kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in  
   Christ forgave us. 
 
All:   And we have grieved the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of  
   redemption. 

 
Assurance of Pardon—Ephesians 2:13-14, 16-18; Colossians 2:6-7 
 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
For He Himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in His flesh the 
dividing wall of hostility… [that He] might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby killing the hostility. And He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace 
to those who were near. For through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 

 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God. 
 
All:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Therefore, in the same way you received Christ Jesus as Lord, so continue to      
   walk in Him. 
 
All:   So then, we are rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith. 
 
Pastor:  Therefore, let us abound in thanksgiving. 
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Sung Response—Spirit Of The Living God 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 ©1963 Birdwing Music; Text: Daniel Iverson, 1926;  
Music: IVERSON, Daniel Iverson, 1926. 

 
GOD INVITES HIS PEOPLE TO FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM 

God feeds the faith of His people by giving them a meal. As God fellowships with them in faith, His 
people pledge their obedience to God and their love for one another. 

 

Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 
 We believe in God:  
 
  The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
  Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father 
 Almighty, From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
  The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
  The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
 
 Amen. 
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Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, 
we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices with the angels, the 
archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal 
praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8;  
Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come 
forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 

 
Congregational Psalm—Bless The Lord O My Soul (Psalm 104) 
 

 
 

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 104, Nathan George, 2001;  
Music: Nathan George, 2011.  
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Bless the Lord, O My Soul—Psalm 104

Text and Music: Nathan C. George, 2011.
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Congregational Hymn—O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 Text: George Matheson, 1882;  
Music: Christopher Miner, 1997. 
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O Love That Will Not Let Me Go

Text: George Matheson, 1882; Music: Christopher Miner, 1997.
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GOD’S PEOPLE GRATEFULLY RESPOND WITH THEIR PETITIONS, TITHES 
& OFFERINGS, AND PRAISE 

Praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship, moving our faith from our heads and 
hearts into our lives and callings. Offering boxes for both tithes and alms are located in the foyer. 

 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
Corporate Prayer—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,  
On Earth as it is in Heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil. 
 

For Thine is the kingdom,  
And the power, and the glory, forever. 

 
Amen. 
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Congregational Hymn—Come Down, O Love Divine 
 

 
 

Text: Bianco da Siena, 15th century, tr. Richard Littledale, 1867; 
Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906. 
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Come Down, O Love Divine

Text: Bianco da Siena, 15th century, tr. Richard Littledale, 1867; Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906.
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and 
providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to 
show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Romans 15:13 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Doxology 
 

 
 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1674; Music: OLD 100TH, Louis Bourgeois, 1551. 
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Doxology

Text: Thomas Ken, 1709; Music: OLD HUNDRETH, Genevan Psalter, Louis Bourgeois, 1551.
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Announcements 
 
 
 
Worship Notes: 

 
John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but He who is mightier than 
I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. —Luke 3:16 

 
Many of the hymns we sing this morning take a cue from John the Baptist, referencing 
the gift of the Holy Spirit along with images of fire. In Come, Thou Fount Of Every 
Blessing, we ask for the Spirit’s help to praise with “flaming tongues” (a clear reference 
to the day of Pentecost). Psalm 29 describes the Lord’s voice as “flaming in fire,” while 
both To Our Redeemer’s Glorious Name and O Love That Will Not Let Me Go refer 
to God’s love as an “immortal flame” and “sunshine’s blaze.” In the closing hymn, 
Come Down, O Love Divine, we ask the Lord to bestow His “holy flame,” that our 
souls might be visited with “ardor glowing.” Like Apollos in Acts 19, we need the 
animating power of the Holy Spirit to put into practice the things we believe. I pray that 
this morning, the Lord would send His spirit until, to paraphrase Breathe On Me, Breath 
of God, our earthly selves glow with His divine fire. 

 
 
 
Key Words:    Scripture, Bold, Powerful, Way, Jesus, Holy Spirit, Baptism, Name 
 
Keystone Verse:   He greatly helped those who through grace had believed, for he    
        powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that 
        the Christ was Jesus. (Acts 18:27-28) 
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