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Quotes for reflection: 
 
 

We may leave our case with the Lord, for He is a better pleader than we are. If we take 
the matter into our own hands, we shall be likely to mar it; but if we leave it with Him, 
He will bring forth our righteousness as the light.  

—Charles Spurgeon 
 

The best way to get the better of your enemies is to leave them to God. When they 
contend with you, go and tell your Father. He will plead your cause better than you can 
yourself. He is a God of recompenses, and He will not suffer the cry of the oppressed to 
be forgotten.  

—Thomas Brooks 
 

Are we weak and heavy laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Do your friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In His arms He'll take and shield thee; 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 

—Joseph Scriven 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves: the King opens His 
gates and welcomes us into His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—John 11:25–26 
 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me, though he die, 
yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die.” 

 
Sung Response—Christ Is Risen! Hallelujah, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 Text: James S.B. Monsell, 1863; Music: BEACH SPRING (FOUNT OF GLORY),  
attr. B. F. White, 1844, R.W. Thompson, 1854, arr. Gregory Wilbur, 2010. 
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Call to Worship—based on Psalm 35:1–3, 9–10, 24–28 
 

Pastor:   Contend, Lord, with those who contend with me; fight against those who  
     fight against me. Take up shield and armor; arise and come to my aid. 

 
All:     Brandish spear and javelin against those who pursue me. Say to me, "I am 
     your salvation." 
 
Pastor:   Then my soul will rejoice in the Lord and delight in His salvation. My   
     whole being will exclaim, "Who is like You, Lord?" 
 
Reader 1:  You rescue the poor from those too strong for them, the poor and needy  
     from those who rob them. 
 
Reader 2:  Vindicate me in Your righteousness, Lord my God; do not let them gloat  
     over me. 
 
All:     Let those who desire my vindication shout for joy and gladness; let them  
     always say, "The Lord be exalted, who delights in the well-being of His  
     servant." 
 
Pastor:   My tongue will proclaim Your righteousness and Your praises all day long!  
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Congregational Hymn—A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 

 
 

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 46, Martin Luther, 1529, tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1853;  
Music: EIN’FESTE BURG, Martin Luther, 1529. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 

The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and study with expectant 
hearts. In His Word, God particularly calls us to sing psalms: while all Scripture is appropriate for hymns and spiritual 
songs, there is a specific exhortation for us to use the Psalter as the church’s songbook. 

 

Congregational Psalm—O Lord My God (Psalm 43) 
 

 
 

Text: based on Psalm 43:1–5, Nathan George, 2015; Music: Nathan George, 2015. 
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Scripture Reading—John 15:18–27 
 

[Jesus said], “If the world hates you, know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were 
of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: 
‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If 
they kept My word, they will also keep yours. But all these things they will do to you on account 
of My name, because they do not know Him who sent Me. If I had not come and spoken to them, 
they would not have been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates 
Me hates My Father also. If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would 
not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both Me and My Father. But the word that 
is written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’ 
 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 
proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness about Me. And you also will bear witness, because 
you have been with Me from the beginning.” 

 
Elder:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:    Thanks be to God. 

 
Congregational Hymn—Ye Servants Of God 
 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, Hymns in Times of Trouble and Persecution, 1744; 
Music: LYONS, Joseph Martin Kraus, 1784. 
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Sermon Text—Psalm 35:1–28 
 

  Contend, O Lord, with those who contend with me; 
       fight against those who fight against me! 
2   Take hold of shield and buckler 
       and rise for my help! 
3   Draw the spear and javelin 
       against my pursuers! 
  Say to my soul, 
       “I am your salvation!” 
 
4   Let them be put to shame and dishonor 
       who seek after my life! 
  Let them be turned back and disappointed 
       who devise evil against me! 
5   Let them be like chaff before the wind, 
       with the angel of the Lord driving them away! 
6   Let their way be dark and slippery, 
       with the angel of the Lord pursuing them! 
 
7   For without cause they hid their net for me; 
       without cause they dug a pit for my life. 
8   Let destruction come upon him when he does not know it! 
   And let the net that he hid ensnare him; 
       let him fall into it—to his destruction! 
 
9   Then my soul will rejoice in the Lord, 
       exulting in His salvation. 
10   All my bones shall say, 
       “O Lord, who is like You, 
  delivering the poor 
       from him who is too strong for him, 
      the poor and needy from him who robs him?” 
 

11   Malicious witnesses rise up; 
       they ask me of things that I do not know. 
12   They repay me evil for good; 
       my soul is bereft. 
13   But I, when they were sick— 
       I wore sackcloth; 
      I afflicted myself with fasting; 
   I prayed with head bowed on my chest. 
14      I went about as though I grieved for my friend or my brother; 
   as one who laments his mother, 
      I bowed down in mourning. 
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15   But at my stumbling they rejoiced and gathered; 
       they gathered together against me; 
  wretches whom I did not know 
      tore at me without ceasing; 
16   like profane mockers at a feast, 
       they gnash at me with their teeth. 
 
17   How long, O Lord, will You look on? 
       Rescue me from their destruction, 
      my precious life from the lions! 
18    I will thank you in the great congregation; 
      in the mighty throng I will praise You. 
 
19   Let not those rejoice over me 
       who are wrongfully my foes, 
  and let not those wink the eye 
       who hate me without cause. 
20   For they do not speak peace, 
       but against those who are quiet in the land 
      they devise words of deceit. 
21    They open wide their mouths against me; 
      they say, “Aha, Aha! 
       Our eyes have seen it!” 
 
22   You have seen, O Lord; be not silent! 
       O Lord, be not far from me! 
23   Awake and rouse Yourself for my vindication, 
       for my cause, my God and my Lord! 
24   Vindicate me, O Lord, my God, 
       according to Your righteousness, 
       and let them not rejoice over me! 
25   Let them not say in their hearts, 
       “Aha, our heart's desire!” 
  Let them not say, “We have swallowed him up.” 
 
26   Let them be put to shame and disappointed altogether 
       who rejoice at my calamity! 
  Let them be clothed with shame and dishonor 
       who magnify themselves against me! 
 
27   Let those who delight in my righteousness 
       shout for joy and be glad 
       and say evermore, 
  “Great is the Lord, 
       who delights in the welfare of His servant!” 
28   Then my tongue shall tell of Your righteousness 
       and of Your praise all the day long. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
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Sung Response—O Thou In Whose Presence, Vs. 1 

 

 
 

Text: Joseph Swain, 1791; Music: DAVIS, Freeman Lewis, 1813. 
 
 
Sermon—Entrusting Vindication to the Righteous Judge 
 

—Assistant Pastor, Mike Fennema 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND 
RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and 
seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 35:1–28 
 

Pastor:  O Lord, we come confessing. We have not walked in Your righteousness, nor 
    have we sought the peace of our neighbors. 
 
All:    We have returned evil for good and rejoiced when others stumble. We have  
    pride in our hearts and bitterness in our speech. 
 
Pastor:  You are the defender of the poor and the rescuer of the needy. 
 
All:    Yet we have dug pits for others and turned away from those in distress. 
 
Pastor:   Rescue us from the habits that ensnare us. Say to our souls, “I am your    
    salvation.” 
 
All:    Let our tongues tell of Your righteousness and our hearts delight in Your   
    mercy. 

 
Assurance of Pardon—Titus 3:4–7; Psalm 35:27–28; Luke 18:27 
 

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not 
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His grace we might 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. Great is the Lord, who delights in the 
welfare of His servant! My tongue shall tell of Your righteousness and of Your praise all 
the day long. 

 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God. This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:    What is impossible with man is possible with God. 
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Sung Response—Before The Throne Of God Above, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship; Text: Charitie Bancroft, 1863; Music: Vikki Cook, 1997. 
 
GOD INVITES HIS PEOPLE TO FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM 

God feeds the faith of His people by giving them a meal. As God fellowships with them in faith, His people pledge their 
obedience to God and their love for one another. 

 

Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 
 We believe in God:  
 
  The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
  Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,  
  From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
  The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
  The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
 
Amen. 
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Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

You, Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, we praise You, 
Triune God, and we join our voices with the angels, the archangels, and the whole 
company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal praise: 

 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 ©2009 Greyfriars Press.Text: Is 6:3, Rev 4:8, Mt 21:9;  
Music: FRANKLIN SANCTUS, Gregory Wilbur, 2009.   
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come 
forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 

 
Congregational Hymn—What A Friend We Have In Jesus 
 

 
 

Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1855; Music: ERIE, Charles C. Converse, 1868. 
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What A Friend We Have In Jesus

Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1855;Music: ERIE, Charles C. Converse, 1868.
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Congregational Psalm—My Shepherd Will Supply My Need (Psalm 23) 
 

 
 

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 23, Isaac Watts, 1719;  
Music: RESIGNATION, The Southern Harmony, 1835. 
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My Shepherd Will Supply My Need—Psalm 23

Southern Harmony, 1835
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GOD’S PEOPLE GRATEFULLY RESPOND WITH THEIR PETITIONS, TITHES 
& OFFERINGS, AND PRAISE 

Praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship, moving our faith from our heads and 
hearts into our lives and callings. Offering boxes for both tithes and alms are located in the foyer. 

 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
Corporate Prayer—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,  
On Earth as it is in Heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil. 
 

For Thine is the kingdom,  
And the power, and the glory, forever. 

 
Amen. 
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Congregational Psalm—Be My Contender In The Strife (Psalm 35) 
 

 
 

Text: paraphrase of Psalm 35:1–28, The Psalter, 1912, alt. 2016;  
Music: WEST HARPETH, Henry C. Haffner, 2016. 
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Be My Contender In The Strife—Psalm 35

Text: 1912 Psalter, Alt. Henry C. Haffner, 2016; Music: WEST HARPETH, Henry C. Haffner, 2016.
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and 
providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to 
show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Numbers 6:24–26 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Doxology 
 

 
 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1674; Music: OLD 100TH, Louis Bourgeois, 1551. 
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Announcements 
 
 
 
Worship Notes: 
 

This morning’s service was designed to focus on the theme of God’s saving help in times 
of difficulty. Psalm 35, in which David cries out to the Lord, “rise for my help,” can be 
found throughout the service. It is not only today’s sermon text, but portions of it can 
be found in the Call to Worship, Confession of Sin, and Assurance of Pardon, and we 
will sing a paraphrase of it (Be My Contender In The Strife—Psalm 35) as the closing 
hymn. Other psalms and hymns in this morning’s service describe God as our helper 
amid the flood of mortal ills (A Mighty Fortress Is Our God), a ruler who is “almighty 
to save” (Ye Servants Of God), and a refuge to call upon in affliction (O Thou In Whose 
Presence). He is faithful to save us from the lies of godless men (O Lord My God—
Psalm 43), to provide solace when friends despise and forsake us (What A Friend We 
Have In Jesus), and to bless us in the sight of all our foes (My Shepherd Will Supply My 
Need—Psalm 23).  As we face difficulties in our lives, I pray this extended meditation 
on Psalm 35 will encourage us to follow David’s example, crying out to the Lord who 
“deliver[s] the poor from him who is too strong for him.” 

—Henry C. Haffner 
 
 
 
Key Words:    Contend, Salvation, Rescue, Deliver, Poor, Rejoice, Vindicate,    
        Righteousness, Lord 
 
Keystone Verses:  Then my tongue shall tell of Your righteousness and of Your praise  
        all the day long. (Psalm 35:28) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


