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Quote for reflection: 
 

Guard us Lord, from the Judas kiss; 
Keep us Lord, from the way of Cain; 

From the error of Balaam; 
From the rebellion of Korah. 

We confess that we are Jezebels at heart, 
Every one of us; 

We are Ichabods; We are Hamans; 
We are Tobiahs and Sanballats; 

We are Abimelechs and Absaloms; 
We are Chedorlaomers and Eglons. 

Indeed, we are all Adams. 
Save us, O Lord. 

 
—Tristan Gylberd 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO WORSHIP 

It is God Himself who calls His people to worship. We do not call ourselves: the King opens His 
gates and welcomes us into His courts. 

 
Gospel Invitation—Jude 1:21 
 

Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that 
leads to eternal life. 

 
Sung Response—O Worship The King, Vs. 1 
 

 
 

Text: Robert Grant, 1833, based on Psalm 104;  
Music: LYONS, Joseph Martin Kraus, 1784. 
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Call to Worship—based on Psalm 89:1-8  
  

Pastor:   We will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever.  
 
All:     With our mouths will we make known Your faithfulness to all generations.   
 
Reader 1:   Steadfast love will be built up forever; in the heavens You will establish  
     Your faithfulness. You have made a covenant with Your Chosen One. 
 
Reader 2:  You will establish Your offspring forever and build Your throne for all  
     generations.   
 
Pastor:   Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O Lord.  
 
All:     O Lord God of hosts, who is as mighty, as faithful, or as just as You are? 
 
Pastor:   We will praise Your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones! 
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Congregational Hymn—How Firm A Foundation 
 

 
 

Text: “K” in John Rippon’s A Selection of Hymns, 1787;  
Music: FOUNDATION, Traditional American melody. 
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GOD SPEAKS TO HIS PEOPLE THROUGH HIS WORD 
The Bible is the means by which God graciously reveals Himself to His people—so we listen, read, and 
study with expectant hearts. In His Word, God particularly calls us to sing psalms: while all Scripture 
is appropriate for hymns and spiritual songs, there is a specific exhortation for us to use the Psalter as 
the church’s songbook. 

 

Congregational Psalm—The Lord Reigns Above (Psalm 97) 
 

 
 

Text: based on Psalm 97:1-12, Henry C. Haffner, 2025;  
Music: BLACK MOUNTAIN, Henry C. Haffner, 2025. 
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Scripture Reading—Jude 1:17-23 
 

You must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
They said to you, “In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly 
passions.” It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. But you, 
beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 
keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that 
leads to eternal life. And have mercy on those who doubt; save others by snatching them 
out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the 
flesh.  

 
Elder:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Congregational Hymn—If Thou But Suffer God To Guide Thee 
 

 
 

Text: Georg Neumark, 1641, tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1863;  
Music: NEUMARK, Georg Neumark, 1657. 
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Sermon Text—Acts 20:13-38 
 

13 But going ahead to the ship, we set sail for Assos, intending to take Paul aboard there, 
for so he had arranged, intending himself to go by land. 14 And when he met us at Assos, 
we took him on board and went to Mitylene.15 And sailing from there we came the 
following day opposite Chios; the next day we touched at Samos; and the day after that 
we went to Miletus. 16 For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he might not 
have to spend time in Asia, for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the 
day of Pentecost. 
 17 Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come 
to him. 18 And when they came to him, he said to them: “You yourselves know how I 
lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving the 
Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through the 
plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was 
profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 21 testifying both to Jews 
and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And 
now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will 
happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that 
imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my life of any value nor 
as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received 
from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, behold, I 
know that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will 
see my face again. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood 
of all, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 28 Pay 
careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to care for the church of God, which He obtained with His own blood. 
29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 
flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to 
draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three 
years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. 32 And now I 
commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and 
to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.  
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33 I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. 34 You yourselves know that these hands 
ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. 35 In all things I have shown 
you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words 
of the Lord Jesus, how He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 
 36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 37 And 
there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 being 
sorrowful most of all because of the word he had spoken, that they would not see his 
face again. And they accompanied him to the ship. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Sung Response—May The Mind Of Christ, My Savior, Vs. 5 
 

 
 

Text: Kate B. Wilkinson, 1925; Music: ST. LEONARDS,  
A. Cyril Barham-Gould, 1925. 
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Sermon—Guarding and Giving 
—Pastor Emeritus, George Grant 
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GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, AND 
RECONCILIATION 

The people of God respond to His Word by confessing their sins, repenting of their sinful ways, and 
seeking God’s favor through the reconciling work of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 
Confession of Sin—based on Psalm 51:3-13  
 

Pastor:   Lord, we come confessing. For we know only too well our transgressions, and  
    our sin is ever before us.   
 
All:     Against You, You only, have we sinned and done what is evil in Your sight,  so 
    that you may be justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment.  
 
Pastor:   Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, and You teach wisdom in the 
    secret of our hearts.  
 
All:     Purge us with hyssop, and we shall be clean; wash us, and we shall be whiter than 
    snow. Let us hear joy and gladness; let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 
    Hide Your face from our sins and blot out all our iniquities. 
   
Pastor:   Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. 
 
All:     Restore to us the joy of Your salvation, O Lord, and uphold us with a willing  
    spirit.  

 
Assurance of Pardon—based on Psalm 51:17; Galatians 2:16-20; Titus 2:11-14 
 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, He will not despise. 
We are not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. Indeed, if 
righteousness came by the law, then Christ died for no purpose.  But we have been crucified 
with Christ.  It is no longer we who live, but Christ who lives in us. And the life we now 
live in the flesh we live by faith in the Son of God. 
 
Pastor:  This is the promise of God. 
 
All:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
 
Pastor: For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us 

to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age. 

 
All:  And so we await our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God 

and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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Sung Response—The Creed Of Timothy 
 

 
 

Text: based on 2 Timothy 2:11-13, Nathan George, 2012;  
Music: Nathan George, 2012. 

 
GOD INVITES HIS PEOPLE TO FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM 

God feeds the faith of His people by giving them a meal. As God fellowships with them in faith, His people 
pledge their obedience to God and their love for one another. 

 

Profession of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 We believe in God:  
 
  The Father Almighty, the Creator of Heaven and Earth; 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
  Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 Was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into Hell.  
  On the third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,  
  From whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit; the one holy church—both visible and invisible; 
  The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;   
  The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
 
Amen. 
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Sursum Corda 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, 
we praise You, Triune God, and we join our voices with the angels, the 
archangels, and the whole company of Heaven in this hymn of eternal 
praise: 

 

 
 

Text: Traditional, based on Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8;  
Music: Nathan George, 2013. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S TABLE 

This table is open to all baptized Christians who have made a profession of faith. You may come 
forward to receive the bread and wine or grape juice. 

 

Congregational Hymn—On Jordan’s Stormy Banks 

 

 
 

Text: Samuel Stennet, 1787; Music: THE PROMISED LAND, Matilda Durham, 1835. 
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On Jordan's Stormy Banks

Text: Samuel Stennet, 1787; Music: THE PROMISED LAND, Matilda Durham, The Southern Harmony, 1835.

Refrain
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Congregational Hymn—To Live Is Christ 
 

 
 

Text: based on Philippians 1:19-25, Nathan George, 2012;  
Music: Nathan George, 2012. 
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Vs.1&2 then Chorus

˙ Ó
ance.

death.

faith.

& bb œ .œ œ .œ jœ
To live is Christ, to

œ œ œ œ
be His ser - vant.

œ .œ œ .œ jœ
To die and live with

œ œ œ ˙
Him is gain.

& bb œ .œ œ .œ jœ
Though as I live, may

œ œ œ œ
fruit-ful la - bor

œ œ œ œ
glor-i - fy His

w
name,

œ œ œ œ
glo-ri - fy His

w
name.

To Live Is Christ

Text: based on Phil. 1:19-25, Nathan George, 2012; Music: Nathan George, 2012

Chorus
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GOD’S PEOPLE GRATEFULLY RESPOND WITH THEIR PETITIONS, TITHES 
& OFFERINGS, AND PRAISE 

Praying, serving, and giving are essential aspects of worship, moving our faith from our heads and 
hearts into our lives and callings. Offering boxes for both tithes and alms are located in the foyer. 

 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
Corporate Prayer—The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,  
On Earth as it is in Heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil. 
 

For Thine is the kingdom,  
And the power, and the glory, forever. 

 
Amen. 
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Congregational Psalm—Lord, Hear My Voice (Psalm 61) 
 

 
 

Text: Psalm 61:1-8, The Psalter, 1900, alt. 2022;  
Music: TRAVELLER, Henry C. Haffner, 2022. 

 
 
 

& bbbb 44 ‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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& bbbb Jœ
When

œ œ œ ‰ Jœ
trou bles fill my

œ œ œ ‰ Jœ
faint ing breast, then

œ œ œ ‰
lead me on- -

& bbbb Jœ
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œ œ œ ‰ jœ
rock to rest, the

œ œ œ œ
rock high er than

w
I.-

U

Lord, Hear My Voice—Psalm 61

Chorus

Vs. 1 & 2, then Chorus
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GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT 

After calling His people into His presence, forgiving their sins, instructing them in His Word, and 
providing a foretaste of the marriage supper of the Lamb, God sends His people into the world to 
show His light in the darkness. 

 
Benediction—Jude 1:24-25 
 

Now to Him who is able to keep us from stumbling and to present us blameless before 
the presence of His glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
Sung Response—Unto Christ Who Loved Us 
 

 
 

CCLI #2844402 ©1936 Oxford University Press; Text: Revelation 1:5-6;  
Music: UNTO HIM WHO LOVED US, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1936. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

& # # 44 œ œ œ œ œ œ
Un-to Christ, who loved us

Œ œ œ œ œ
and washed us

œ œ ˙ œ
from our sins in

œ œ ˙
His own blood,

& # # œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
And has made us kings and priests

œ œ ˙ œ œ
un - to God and His

œ œ
Fa - ther:

& # # œ œ œ œ
Un-to Him be

œ œ Œ œ œ
glo-ry and do-

œ ˙ œ
min-ion for -

œ œ œ œ œ
ev - er and ev - er.

œ œ œ œ ˙
A -

w
men.

Unto Christ Who Loved Us

Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1936
Oxford University Press

Rev 1:5-6
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Announcements 
 
 
Worship Notes: 

 
Reading this morning’s sermon text in preparation for the service, it seemed as if Paul 
was giving the Ephesian believers a farewell address and a set of final instructions. The 
apostle states plainly that he is departing permanently (Acts 20:25) and urges the church 
to “stay the course” and to be on guard against false teaching (Acts 20:29-31). 
Throughout this morning’s service, we have similar warnings to “keep yourselves in the 
love of God” (Jude 1:21) and to “keep His ways unswerving” (If Thou But Suffer God 
To Guide Thee). Alongside these warnings, several Scripture-based hymns reassure us 
of God’s promise to “be with [us], your troubles to bless” (How Firm A Foundation, 
based on Isaiah 43), to “keep safe all the lives of His saints” (The Lord Reigns Above, 
a versification of Psalm 97), and that “if we endure with Him, we will also reign with 
Him” (The Creed of Timothy, taken from 2 Timothy 2:11-13). Other hymns echo Paul’s 
desire to “finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus,” with 
phrases like “may I run the race before me” (May The Mind Of Christ My Savior, based 
on Hebrews 21:1) and “as I live, may fruitful labor glorify His name” (To Live Is Christ, 
based on Philippians 1:19-25). Even the communion hymn On Jordan’s Stormy Banks 
reminds us of Paul’s premonition that the journey he is undertaking will be his last, 
saying with determination “though Jordan’s waves around me roll I’d fearless launch 
away.”  We close the service by again asking for the Lord’s guidance. We heed Paul’s 
admonition to “pay attention” and to “be alert” to the state of our walk by crying out 
with the words of Lord Hear My Voice—Psalm 61, “guard us in the way” and “lead 
[us]” even through hardships and troubles. 

 
 
Key Words:    Humility, Tears, Trials, Teaching, Constrained, Guard, Wolves, Give 
 
Keystone Verses:  Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the  
        Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God,  
        which He obtained with His own blood. (Acts 20:28)  
        
        It is more blessed to give than to receive. (Acts 20:35) 
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